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the Christians. Shewas marched into thécapital .with therest.of the prisoners;
splendidly mounted .andattired, and shining with beauty. Shebecame afterwárds
the wife of the SultánofWestern Africa. :

In the . year703(beginningAug. 14;J303); the Sultánbeing-displeas éd with
his relative the ReysAbü-l-hejéj Ibn ,N ást , gov émorofGuadix.vfor someuct.of
his administration there. . removed him from :his governm ént.vrAbú-l-hejáj, who
was the~ residing a~court" began 'secretly to form a ' party-in liis favour ..b'oth"at
the capital and at Guadix, which being reported to -Mohammed; hecaused . him
to be arreste~and ' brought to his presence, when -he was immediately executed.
By his death civil war was prevented, In the monthof Dhí-l-ka'dalr of the same
year [A.H. 703J, after the death of his Wiiír, AblÍ~s'-sultán ,'Azíz I~n. :'Ala Ibn
'Abdi-l-mun'am, 'of Denia, Mohammed named to that office ":,one.: of.vhis. own
secretaries.rnamed Abú ,'Abdillah Ibnu-I-hakím, in whom he place~ all -his con­
fidence. ' The Wizír,who was a shr éwd and ambitious man, failed . notfo-.take
advantage of his position, and to gain .over the-rnind of .his sovereign, whereby
he effected his "own ruin, as we shall presently r~late.

In Shawwál of the year 705 (April or Mar, A. n. 1306) Mohammed tookCeuta
from Abú ~álib 'Abdullah Ibnu-l-kásim, son of the .Reys .and-Faquih .vl m áin and

' tráditionist, 'Aou ~ l- 'abbás Al-'izafí.18 By this victory .Mohammed became the
master 'of immense wealtH belonging to tlíe merchants ot thaf port,' besides counMess
treasures amassed by that chieftain. ~he chief inhabitants' of t~atp).ace were also
led p¡'isoner~ to Granada, where, at tlie 15eginning of MoHarranr of tlie'·ensuirig'; year
(A. H.'706), they, receiv:ed ordersto appear, in the presence, of th~ Sultán. 'Mo::'
hammedreceivea tliem ill! state, surrounded byhis ministers and his'guards, .Bome
of the prisoners, however, havingrecited verses in praíse ofhim, his heart -was
touched,and he set themall at .liberty, assigning to eachof them ahouse .to reside
in and á suitabl é pensionfor his sustenance.. \L ,

This excellent monarch could not escapethe shafts oí treason, A considerable His broth~r

party having been formed in his own capital' .in favour oí his .brother Nasr,he was ~::rn:;'hi: '
compellsd to abdicateonthe day of Al-fitr ofthe year 708 (April,'A~:D~ .1309). ! ; :Aé~

cording to Ibnu-l-khattíb the event happened thus. .: e;, Early. in the morning .of
, "that day a party of the ' principal citizens went to thedwelling-of his brother:

" thence theyrepaired to the house of the·Wizír rAbú·'Ab.dillah'.Ibnu-l-hakím;
" who, however; received timely intelligence of their arrival and escaped.». Thence~
" after proclaiming, as they went along, the princ é Ab4~1~jiyúsh Nasr, they took 'the
" dírectíon of the royal palace,which they ' surroúrid~d' on all sides.s .dn theroean

." whíle the hous'e of theWizírAbú 'AbdillahP'was attacked by,' themob; and gutted '
« .ofall its valuable contents,besides the treasureswhich 'he had amassed 'inbooks;
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. " jewels, weapons, &c., which God alone could estimate. : Towards theend of
ce.tbe -day -.a : party of the revolted went up to the Sultán,. and, having .removed .

Compels him ce him frorn bis 'palace to anotber house, compelled him. to abdicate in .favour "
to abdicate. .

" of liis brother. Mohammed consented, witnesses were "called .in, ' and a deed
"prepared which-he signed: ·'Áfter thishe retired to -a pleasure-houseioutside
" the 'capital, called ·tbe palace oí Seyd, whence, after a short s,tay,' he ' proceeded
e¡ to Almuñecar, " t . ' • '

, No ·sooner was Nasr raised to the throne than he hado to defend his dominions
against enemies at home and abroad. · The first act oí his administration was to
appoint to the cbarge oí Wizír, ,Attík Ibri Mohammed Ibn Al-múl, and after .him, .
Mohammed Ibn 'Ala Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn AI_háj,20 by wbose intrigues he -wasafter- .
wards deprived of bis throne.

Ferdinand oí . In the year 709 (beginning June 10, A. D. 130..9), the King of Castile, H. erando
Castile takes
Gibraltar. (Fernando IV.), laid siege to Algesiras. He remained before .. that city from the

21st day of Safar till the end ofSba'bán, when; despairing of .reducing the .place,
be raised the siege, though not without making himself masterof Gibraltar. " In . .
the mean while, the Lord of Barcelona, another Christianking, arrived. before .

Th~ Aragonese Almeria . in the first days of Rabi' the first, of the vaforesá id -year ; (August,
~ee~~~eAl- ' A;·D. 1 309). He laid siege to the city, which' he closely .invested, after .completely

defeating an army ' sent for its relief. In tli.is .manner lie , remained encamped ,
\ before the city, daily pressing ' the siege more and more, until, towards the end .'
ofSha'bán, God Alin.ighty was pleased ' to permit that tb:e infidel should retirefrom
before its walls. . "', '

. Scarcely . was Nasr .delivered from his enemies,the Christians, when 'aH , bis
attentionwas .engrossedby the revolt of one of his relatives, .named Abú:'S~"íd .
Faraj, who was governor-of Malaga and its 'district, as.well as -of Ceuta, which;
as above related, the dethroned Sultántook in 705. Abú Sa'íd was the so~of

Isma'íl, the brother 0[' Mohammed Ibnu-l-ahmar, the founde~ of theNassérite '
dynasty. , . Having repaired to .Granada for :the. purpose of tendering the oathof .
allegiance to oNasr, he was ther~ " persuaded by sorne oí the chiefs andchigh
functionaries -at court to rise against the usurper. . Accordingly, on his. return to
Málaga, ' Abú Sa'íd raised the standard ofrevolt, "and caused his own son Ab-d..J­
walidIsma'íl tobe ·proclairri~d.· This happened on the 17th day of Ramadhán.of
'the year 709 (Feb. ·18, A. n.··l310). : Sorne months after. :Abú-l-walid marchedto
Antikeyrah (Antequera), of :which · he rriade himself m~ster: the < city of .. .Arl~er~a
also submitted to him; notsoBelesh (Velez), the . inhabitants Ü{-- which .shut ':their
gates and refused '10 adrnit him into their town , .huí' Abü-l-walíd, having sent :for

some besieging engines, destroyed 'part oftheir walls and forced them tosurrerider' .

{r·..':



., ¡
'1

, 11
, 1:

' 1
.;" . !

r
J
1i
~ J
!Il

.,l,;i
.,¡.;l

' . -1" ,TI

, , > l~r

, ·".····:·· I:'··!I'
.. ':. ;~ r
, :. ~' ~ !

, , ',\It
, ! j.

. ' , !'

I

x. .

' .

349 ',DYNASTIES · IN' SPAIN., : , (.,CHAP.~ v.I .
. .

Towards ihe end of J umáda the second, of the ,year,710 .(Nov. A. D. ~ 131O); Nasr .was:
suddenlystruek by a fit ofapoplexyiao severe wasthe attaek .that -the physicians
thought rhe was dead. , No 'sooner was .the -news -spread through.Dranada, than
the partisaris :of 'the' dethroned ,monarch hastened to ' · :.A~Iriuñecar, , ' and bes~ught '
him to assert his right to the 'throrie. He, accordingly;set out for thatcity, borne ,
in a litter; and -entered -Granada in the beginning ofRejeb ofthe sameyear (Nov.
A. D. 1310). ~ Whatwas his .astonishment , and thatof his friends.rto hear on .their
arrival that Na'sr lIad 'recovered from his illness !' ., 'By his' brother's"order, ' Mo- ~

harnniedwas removed from the house where he alighted 1:0 the palaceof hiseldest
brother Faraj, and in the fírst .daysof Shawwál oí thesame year '(Feb. A.·D. 1311) ::
itwas rumoured that hewas dead. There are not .wanting those who assert .that
he was privately put to death, and that his body was thrown into .afish-pond in .
the -garden of the .palace. : .He was buried in the cemetery of As-sabíkah,~l by the . :
side oí his grandfather Al-ghálib-billah. ' He was boro at Granada onWednesday,
tbe3rd of Sha'~án,655(Aug. 16, 'A. D. 1257)'. He died on .Monday, theBrd oí
Shaw::wál, A. H.' 713 (Jan. 26, A. D. 1314). ' .

Whilst these events were happening, -the rebel Abú Sa'íd andhis s()nAbú-l~walíd
were strengthening themselves in their position, and collecting forces with whichto
marolí against Granada. At Jength, on the 1st day of Moharram of the year712
(May 8, A.~. 1312), Abú-1walíd, having put lÜID:selfa1j th~ head of ;his ~r~ops ,
advanced .against ' Granada andoencamped at a 'harñletcalled Ifaryatu-1-'otashá,22
at ' a short distance from that capital. " Nasr wentout to' meet him" and ·on·the The latter de-

. , '. " . . , - feats Nasr.
13th of the same ~onth . (May 18, A. D. 1312) a battle was fought, in ·which · the .
former ~as defeated. ,iWhilst fleeing the field of battle, Nasr was thrown ~off ..his
horseinto a pond for the use of cattle , he was, however; : extricated with great
diffi~ultyby hisown men, and reached Granada in safety .. ~ Abú-I-walíd returned
trlumphant ' to Málaga, where, .soon ufter, in . the month · of Rabi' the first, he
received from Nasr propositions oí peace, which he accepted.Things were in ,this
state when, in the 'month ' of Ramadhán oí the year 713 ,{Dec.27,"A ~ D...l213)-,
a revolution broke out atGranada. The inhabitantsof that . city, ' beingdispleased
with the administration of Nasr'sWizír, Abú'Abdillah Ibnu-l-háj,. surroundedthe

. palace .of that Sultán, and vociferously demanded that the person of the obnoxious
functionary should be given up to .them. ,A ' sally made iby the Sultán's guard
soon dispersed themob, .and the chiefs oí the insurrectionfled for refuge to Malaga,

. where they persuaded Abü-l-walíd . to assume the supreme-oommand .and march
againstthe usurpervrAbú-l-walíd.did as theyadvised him, and, .having marchad ,.10 .

Lúshah (Loxa), ':r educéd that city in Shawwál, : 7 1 3. ' {January~· ' ~\.D~ 1l314). ,, :"From .
Loxa -Abú-l-walíd returned to Malaga .to provide himself -with ' fresh -stores, and
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t~ guard against the inc1emency oí the weather, it being, then winter .time. -He
then rriarched to Arshidúnah (Archidona), where he was met .by the SuItán's army;
under the command of'Abdu-l-hakk Ibn 'Othmán.: A ,battle ensued in which
victory was long uncertain: at last the troops of Granada gave way and fled in the
utmost 'coníusion,' being pursued by the victors to the very gates of the capital.
The. inhabitants of the Albayzin, one of the suburbs oí Granada, having .opened
the gate of Elvira to Abú-l-walíd, he penetrated into the city, and,having surprised
the old kassábah, made himself master of it, and took up his abode in ,the house
which had once belonged to .Ibnu-l-inúl, · the Wizír. , Nasr fled to theAl-hamrá
(Alhambra) with his women and treasures; "but shortly after he was .compelled

to surrender and submit to the same conditions which he had imposed uponhis
brotherMohammed. He left Granada on the21st of Shawwál; 713 (Feb. .8,
A.D. 1314), andretired to Guadix.

The 'reign of Abú-l-walíd Isma'íl Ibn Faraj was one of the , most prosp~rous that
the Moslems of Granada ever hado It is true that in the year:,716 (beginning
March 25, " A I D. 1316) his army was defeated by the Castilians,who reduced ,
Matamenos, .H ísn-Bejíj (Bexixar), Hisn-Tishkar (Tiscar), andThoghúr Rútt(the
fortified lines oí Rute) ; , but three years after, in 719,>the Moslems took ample
revenge for those losses, and destroyed an army commanded by one.of their princes;
who himself perislied in the áotion:

In -the year ·719: (Feb. 20, A. D ~ 1319), the Christian kings · collected their forces
agairist Granada, ana ~he tyrant Don Betroli 23 EPear-o', Infante ,of Castile,]appeared
before that city ~ith innumerable' forces, bringing:with him no less than twenty-five
<Dliristian princes. ' The' cause of the war was as follows: .the Sultán Abú-l-walíd
Isma'íl having repaired. to the frontiers [ofhis kingdomJ for the purposeof pro;;;
vidíng for their defence, and passing in review the troops stationed thei'e, the
Christians resolved upon attacking Algesiras. On the other hand, .Ab ú-l-walíd

having heard of their intentions, made -everypreparation to -repel the invasión,
collected troops, fitted out a fleet, and put his kingdorn in a 'state oí. defence.
The Christians, seeing the Moslems prepared to receive them; assembled at Toledo,
and carne to the determination oíwresting the whole country from the handsof the
Moslems; '

. ~ . . ". ! »Ó, •

To .that end they made .every warlike preparation, and collected immense storés,
as , well as warengines andbesieging.machines; which came to them bY'water ,frorn

.distant parts, and, .when every thing was .ready, they.marched·tcGranada. ' "Sorne

writers add that the ,king, .DonBetroh, repaired ' to Toledo, where hehad a con­
ference with the head ofthe .church," whom the Christians ·calL Bába (Pope)';
that he worshipped .him, went 00 ,his knees before him; and oommunicated to

Battle 'oí
Elvira.

Forces him to
abdieate,

I
~: '; ,
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him his design oíeonquering whatever provinces . ~till remained in .the hands oí .
the Moslems ; ·that :. the Bábá, in short,strengthened .him 'in ' his purpose. The
Moslems oí Gran~da . and .other cities had .no sooner heard of the immense pre­
parations made by the ' Christians than - they began to tremble : with 'fear, .and
decided upon imploring the help oí Abú Sa'íd Al-meriní, Sultán of Fez. . They
aecordinglysent anembassy to that s~vereign, but it produced .no effect.iandthe
Moslems liad ,no other resource leftthan to put their trust in God ...(may his name
be exalted !)~ . However, soon .after the Franks. arrived in sig~t of Granada; with
forees so nurnerous that the earth was literally. covered with them.; but the
victorious ~od, he w~oknowsn~ partner in , his victories, decreedrthat the
Christian .multitude should be routed, and their king, DonPedro, slain, with aU
his suite. · The affair happened thus: the.Sultán Abü-l-walíd se~t forward-Iagainst
the -Christians] . the Sheykhu-l-ghozát 25 Abú Sa'íd'Othmán Ibn. Abí-l-tala-Al­
meríní, with a chosen division of the bravest . and best trained troops. Abú· Sa'íd
leftGranada on Thursday, the 20thof Rabi' the first (May. 12; A.D·. 1319). ·O:n
Saturday:.,évenmg ·a body. of Christian .cavalry. carne suddenly .down .upon sorne
villages,:' upon whichAbü Sa'íd sent: against.them.abody of.mounted archers,who
surrounded them and cut ..them off from the main body of. theirarmy. Sorne.
of them ' ~e.d , towards the camp oí their . king; and the .Moslems..pursued .'them
aH nigh t till the morning of. thet .next day, slay,ing aH.:thos~ ..s MTho JelL into tlieir
hands, so that·,but few escaped alive. qihis .was- the. first. ;victory.' OUt Sund~y,

the Sheikl}.Abú :Sa'íd marched to méet the .enemy : with 'five thóusand-' Moslem
wárriors ;: a~ men .of.tried ,courage and experience. The Christians, seeing .them in
such small numBer, wondered how..a ..handful .ofmen dared attack so considerable
an army>as: theirs was; yet . the Moslems made-so-desperate. an attack that .the
Christians gave way imniediately, and began to fly in every direction , theMoslems
pursuing .them sword in. ihand-for three days, and dealingdeath : among them. Death of Don

Theysay that the .number.of.infidels .slain..on .. this .occasion .amounted .to .upwards Pedro. .

of fifty thousand, besides 'as .manyrnore..who.perished in the .river; owingto their
not being well acquainted with the .fords. As..to..those:who. died .in -thernountains

.andravines ofthat.district, their number.wasbeyond.computatíon•.> The whole .of
the ·twenty-five.princes who had accompanied Don 'Pedro, as .wellas. himselffell. in
the action. 2~ ,. The battle. over. .'the.people oíGranada .went out .to.oollect. the .spoils
of the enemy: ahd. toobring·-back theprisoners. « , The ,spoils , ;were>immense;·.con~ ·

sisting of.forty-three hundred .weight .of. gold, . and.one.hundred and oforty-hundred .
weight. oí silver., besides..weapons, .armour. . horses. .&C:i .The number ·oí prisoners
amountedtoseven thousand;jit is..so.stated in :a Ietter,which, a'citizen, of.Granada

l
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wrote to a friendof.his in Egypt,-and the spoil found on the field 'wasso great
that, .for six monthsafter the battle;prisoners, . horses, and .iproperty belonging
to the Christians, were sold .in the markets of Granada. The news, moreover. i óf ,
-ihis splendid victory ,was sent 'to the most remote parts [inhabited by MoslemsJ.
-Among the )lrisoners were thewife and :children of -the king~ , and although-shs "
,offered for ber ransom the city of Tarifa and thefortress of .Jebalu-l-fatah (Gibraltar)
and eighteen more castles oí. tbat district, the Moslems would not accept of it,
and she remained in captivity, As to the Christian king. iDon Pedro. he was sIain
during the action, and his skin; being stripped frorri his body, was stuffed .with
cotton, and suspended over the gate of Granada, where it remained foryears, :'A
very extraordinary circumstance connected with ' this battle is that only thirteen
horsemen, others say ten, ~ere slain on the side of the Moslems, whose whole force
consisted only offifteen hundred horse and four thousand foot, or even less , .whereas
the loss of the Christians, who were as numerous as the sands of the desert, was
trulyenormous. Ibnu-l-khattíb places this memorable battle on the 6th of .Iumáda .
the first, 719 (June 26, A. D. 1319).27 He says tbat thebody of Don Pedro was put
in a wooden coffin and suspe~ded from the walls close to t?e gate of Ya'kúb, to
the left-hand side as one comes down from the Alhambra. ·

After this defeat the Christians sued for peace, which was granted to them; .
but at the expiration of the truce, Isma'íl took the fiel~ in Rerson and besiegéd .the .. . .

fortress of Ashkar, close to Baeza. As its defences were strong and the walls very
thiek, he attacked it witñ liis largest engines loaded with naphtha, by means of
which he threw into the place large .iron balls." One of these fell on ~~e t?P, "
of one of the towers and destroyed it completely, upon 'which the garrison were
so terrified tbat they. surrendered to him on the 24th of :Rejeb, -724 (July 17,:
A. D.' 1324). . .

On the 10th oí Rejeb, 725 (June 22, A. D. 1325), Isma'íl marched toMartosh
(Martes), which he invested and took after a short siege. Shortly after his return
from thatexpedition Isma'íl was assassinated by a cousin of his named Mohammed,' .

. who was the son óf Isma'íl, better known by the surriameof Sáhibu-l-jezírah' (the
goverIior óf Algesiras). Mohamm~d had been presentiat the siege ofMaríos:: , '
havirig whilst there been guilty of sorne misdemeanour, he was summoned before
his 'sovereign, ·who, in ' the .presenceof the assembled courtiers; reprovedhimfor
his conduct and spoke v éry severely to him. .Mohammed resented the insult,'

' ánd' swore to revenga it. : On bis return to Granada he watched his opporturiity, .
ánd, ' with the aid of bis relatives and servants, : attacked . and :' murdered Isma'íl
as he was going f~om his palace to oa mejle~s 'or' temp~rary throne whieh hadbeen

Assassination
oí Isma'íl.
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erected for the purpose ofhis administering justice tohissubjects. .'.This happened
onTuesday, the 27th of .Rejeb, 725, three days after hisrreturn fromMartos
(July 18, A. D • .1325). Isma'íl left ·four sons: Mohammed, who succeeded him on
thethrone; Faraj.rwho died 3:' prisoner in the citadel of Almeria in 751; Abú-l­
hejáj Yúsuf, who was also Sultán; and, lastly, Isma'íl.
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CHAPTER VI.

(BOOK VIII.:

Accession oí Mohammed IV.-Gibraltar recovered from the Christians-Its fortifications repaired by
Abú-I-hasan-The ..Africans put to death the King oí Granada-Ris brother Yúsuf succeeds him­
Battle oí Tarifa-Assassination of Yúsuf-Accession oí Mohammed V.-Ris half-brother Isma'íl revolts
against him-Mohammed takes refuge in Guadix-Crosses over to Africa-e-Ibnu-l-khattíb's account oí

these transactions-e-Isma'Il is dethroned and put to death-ls succeeded by Mohammed VI.-Assassi-
nation of the látter by Pedro, King of Castile-Mohammed V. ~ecovers his kingdom-Lamentable fate
oí his Wizír, Ibnu-l-khattib.

Accession of ISMA';L was succeeded Ey his son Moliammed, surnamea !A:l::>ú ':fl.Bdillah,
Mohammed
IV. born on the eighth"day of Moharram, 7.15, (April 14, A. D. 1315). Soon afterhis

accession he marched in person against tlie Christians, and took from 'thero the
city of Kabrah (Cabra). He also besieged Kasharah (Casares .P), and would bave ,
faken it, had not the Castilians thrown succours into the place. .

In the days of this Sultán the fortress of Jebal-Tárík (the mountain of Tárik),
covered from
the Chrístíans. or, as it is otherwise called, Jebal-Al-fath (mountain of the entrance or victory),

was wrested from the Christians, after having been in their possession upwards of
twenty years.

We have stated elsewhere (p. 345) that, owing to the intimate alliance existing
between the Kings of Granada and the Sultáns of the race of 'Abdu-l-hakkor B~ní

Merín, as well as to the frequent ' expeditions which the Iatter sent to Andalus
for the purpose of assisting their Moslembrethren in their contest against the
infidels, Gibraltar, Algesiras, Tarifa, and other ports .. of that coast, had been intrusted
to their keeping by one of the Sultáns of Granada. In the year 708, however,
the Castilians, profiting by .the absence of a portion of the African garrison, which
had been summonedto ·Africa, invested Gibraltar and made themselves masters
of it without much difficulty. When the news of .this disaster reachedAfrica, .
Abú-I-hasan ['Alí Ibn 'Othmán] Al-meríní, Sultán of Fez, who knew the importance
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of thatfortress, and "hád spent his treasures in ,r epairing an~ increasíng the for­
tifications,-resolvedupon wresting the valuable prizefrom the enemy. Accord­
ingly, taking with him one oí his sons, 1 Abú-l-hasan sailed thitherwith -his fleet,
and, 'being soon after his landing joined by the troops of Granada under t~ecom.;.'

mand oí Mohammed himselfhe closely invested the place, and made himself
master of it.

Nosooner. had Abü-l-hasan reduced Gibraltar under bis sway than he began to Its fortifica­

give his attention to repairing its buildings .~nd increasing its fortifications, spending ~;nl:~~~ed
immense sums oí money in building houses and magazines, as well as a jámi'or hasan.

principal mosque, and erecting new walls, towers, and even a citadel," Before, how-
ever, these improvements were fully completed. ithe Christians invested Gibraltar by
seaand land; but their attempt was frustratedby thegallantdefence ofthe Moslems,
commanded by -theKing of Granada, and they were cornpelled to raise the siege.
After this the Sultán Abü-l-hasan again applied himself further 'to strengthen
Gibraltar, by causing a thick wall to be built at the foot of the rock, surrounding it
on all sides, asthe halo surrounds thecrescent moon; so that the enemy 'could
discover no, prospect of success in ,attacking it, .nor did ith ere appear any way
througli which he could force an entrance. In the course oí time, however,
A~gesiras became the prey of the infidels in consequence of the defeat which Abri-l­
hasan, together with Ibnu-l-ahmar [Abú-I-llejáj ¡yúsuf] " sufféred, at Tafiía; ana
Gibraltar. ,was 'afterwards taken from toe Bení Merínby Molia'rrimed, sürnaíned
AI-ghani-billah, Sultán of Granada, to wllom Lisánu-d-díii Ibnu-l-khattíb was
Wizír. '

But to return. S00n after the Christians had raised the siege oí Gibraltar, the The Africans

Sultán . Mohamrned was assassinated by sorne African officers to .whom rhe had f~: ~:~~h
rendered himself obnoxious. : As he ' was one day about to embark [for .his Granada. ,

dominionsJ he was 'assailed by a party of horsemen who lay concealed behind á
projecting rock, andput to death. His mangled body, stripped of every thing, '
remained exposed on the ground, but was afterwards carried to Malaga and interred
in the public cemetery close to the Mun'yat or country villa' oí Seyd."
, On the ' same day on which Mohammed was assassinated, that is to say, on His 'brother , '

Wednesday, the 13th of Dhí-I-hajjah, 733 (Aug.24, A. D. 1333), his brother Yúsuf, ~~~succeeds ,

who was then atWáda Sefáyin (theriver of the ships)," close to Algesiras. i.was
proclaimed [by the army] : he was then nearly sixteen years old. It was he who, in '
Shawwál, 749 (January, A:n. 1349), .appointed Lisánu-d-dín Ibnu-I-khattíb to the
office of Wizír-. ' During his reign the ,,'Africans under Abú-I-hasan were defeated

,néar Tarifawith awfulloss. 'An .African historian expresses himself thús in relation
-to that deplorable 'event .· , , ' , , '

\
. ~
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'" Havingcrossed the Strait for the laudablepurpose of waging war against the
"infidels and helping the Moslems .of Granada in their .desperate struggle with
" -the ' Christian power, as had once been the cusjom of 'hisnoble ancestors .i as
"wellas of almost all the sovereigns of the different dynasties that ruled over
"Western .Africa, Abú-I-hasan landed on the coast ·.of Andalus·with . an iarmy

" amounting to upwards of sixty ·.thousand men, and was immediately joined .by
" the forces of Granada, under the commandof Abú-I-hejáj.. Alas] !God Almighty,
"whose decrees are infallibly executed upon his creatures. .had decided in his
'f infinite wisdom that this proudarmament should be dispersed like the .dust
" before the wind, .and that Abú-I-hasan himself ·should return .10 his dominions
" vanquished and fugitive,-that .thesharp-edged swords of .the infidelsshould shine
" .over his head .and those of hismen. . We wiIl not inquire how ithappened; .
ce .but the faet ¡s, -that thousands of Moslems won that day the crown of martyrdom ;
" that the ranks of doetorsand theologians were frightfully thinned, .the 'law of .the

. - ',

" sword being executed on their throats: the Sultán's own son, and allhis harem,
" fell into the hands of the vietorious enemy; his treasures became the prey.of .
" the idolaters, who from that .day thought of nothing short oí subjeeting the rest .
" of Andalus to their abominable rule. Among the illustrious :Moslemswho
~, perished on that oecasion was 'AbdullahAs-salmání, the father of the .Wizír
,ce Lisánu-d-din Ibnu-l-khattib. He was an able physician andoan eminent sch ólar,
" Thebattle of Tatifa 5 'was fought on Monday, the 7-th ofJumáda the ~ first, .of
f,'.the year 741 (Qet.29, :A: •.D. 1340)." .

Yúsuf Abú-l-hejáj was one of the most enlightened sovereigns of the Nasserite
diPasty. Iuhisdays justicewas .administered with an even hand, lit'eratu~e 'and
scienee fiourished, and ipublic iorder prevailed. Unluekily for the Moslems' -of
Andalus, his reign wasnot of long duration; for, in the.year 755 '(beginning Jan.
25, A.D. 1354), he wás assassinated by a madman -whilst performing his devotions
jn the mosqueof his palaee. Theevent is thus described- in .a letter which .the
Wizír .Ibnu-l-khatrib addressed, in the nameof .his brother .and suecessor, Mo...
hammed, to Abú'Inán [Fáris], Sultán of WesternAfrica. ;.

" As Abú-I-hejáj was"performing the last .prostration of his prayer, amadman
" rushed upon him and wounded him with a khanjar or yataghán. · The assassin
',' was immediately secured. The Sultán, who had been mortally wounded, made
" some signs,as if he wished .10 speak; but, after uttering a' Jew unintelligible
" words, he wascarried eenseless to his palace, where he died shortlyafter his
"arrival. The assassin, in themean time, was given up to .the infuriated .mob, '
" who murdered ihim and .burned his-body. Abú-I-hejáj ·was interred onjhe
" evening of Sunday within the Alhambra, in the cemetery .reserved forothe pdnees

Battle oí
Tarifa.

Assassination
oí YÚsuf.
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" of .the·.; royal farriily. He' Ieft .three sons: Mohammed, -who.isucceeded him; . '
',t Isma'íl, and .Kays..'" . .,-. . . o, .

.Mohammed, .surnamed Al-g~ani-billah (he .who íscontent éd-with ..God), .suc- Accession oí

d S· . ti hi . he di h d F ' hi ''IT'" L" . MohammedV.ceede. . ome time a ter is.accession e · ispatc e .to ..ez IS . rvlZlr, isánu-d- .
dín Ibnu-l-khattib.vwith instructions .to imploreithe aidof Abú'Inán[Fáris],
son , 0f .Abú-l -hasan, against the commou.foe. .Upon . being introducedto the
Sultán's presence, and before he haddelivered the rnessage .of'. whioh-.he .was
the bearer, Ibnu-l-khattíb uttered extempore sorne 'verses which .c álledforth - the
admiration of all those present, and .were so muchapproved ofby the :Sultán,
thatbefore listeningto .what .Ibnu-l-khattíbhad to .say, he told ·,him, , , By Allah!
1 do not '.know what the object of thy visit is, but whatever it o,' mayo.be, .1 .from
this . moment grant thy request ;' and so hedid, for, after .Ioading . him .vwith .
presents .of all kinds, he promised to send .troops .10 the assistance ofhis master,
and dismissed .him highly pleased and satisfied with thei'esult .of his.vmission.
This circumstance elicited from .the celebrated Kádí Abü-l-kásim .Ash-sherif.vwho

formed, also part of the embassy, the very just remark, that there never.was an
ambassador- who obtained the object of his mission before hehad .made it known,
save Ibnu-l-khattíb,

" Moliammed had reigned scarcely five years," says the historian Ibnu Khaldún, His half- "
brother Isma'íl

" when a half-brotlier of his, named Isma'íl, assisted by another of his relatives, of the r~volts against

" name of Abú ..Sa'íd, revolted in 6ra~ada; .and, taking adv~ntage· of th~.absence huno

" ofthe Sultán, who was then residing at a country place ,out of the Alliambra,
ce, scaled at night thewalls of that fortress, and made himself .master .ofit , after
" putting to ~eathRedwán, the Wizír .of Mohammed. This took place on the
"27th .day oí. Ramadhán, ,760 (Aug, 23, A. n. ' 1359); .and, on the :fol1owingday, .
~' Isma'íl Abü-l-walíd was proclaimed by the troops and the citizens -.
. ," In the mean time thedethroned Sultán, having foundrneans toescape from Mohammed .

• . ., ... '. . , ., • '. takes refuge ID

~, his pursuers, repaired to Guadix, where heestabhshed his authorlty,When Guadíx. .

" the .news of this revolution and the murder .of Redwán .reached Fez, the
'.'Sultán, Abú Sálim,washighly .displeased, . forhe was ithe friendvboth of
"Moharnmed .and .his minister. He sent immediately [to .Andalus] a theologian
." of his court, named Abü-l-kásim . Ibn Sheríf,6 with instructions to invite the
" deposed Sultán to his court.. .On his .arrival [at \Granada], Abti-l-kásim nego-
¡','. tiatedwith .the great officersiof the .state and the .ministers of thevusurper,
'e that ···Mohammed should be allowed to leave Guadix and .proceed to .Africa
" unmolested, and thatall those .individuals who had been .arrested and .imprisoned
e:,. for their .fidelity tothe deposed $ ·ultán ·should be set at liberty. <In their .number
,'.' was .the Kátib ' Ab'\Í', ,Abdillah l.Ibnu-l-khattíb, who, ': owing to-his intimacywith
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" the Hájib Redwán, and his 'well-known attachment to the dethroned Sultán, had '
"been 'confined to 'prison. Another writer says that Ibnu-l-khattíb owed his '
" <liberation to Ibn Marzúk,? theWizír oí Abú Sálim, ·who was an old friend -of
" .his ever since his stay at Granada; for he had no sooner heard of his friend's
" imprisonment than he ,prevailed upon his master the .Sultán, whoseconfidence
" he enjoyed, to send an embassy to .Andalus, &c. However this may be, Ibnu-l­
" khattíb was released and allowed to proceed to Guadix in companywith Abri-l.. ,

Crosses over to "kásim, the African ambassador. On his arrival there, .Ibnu-l-khattib found his
Africa, . ce, master preparing to cross overtoAfrica. Mohammed took his , depa~ture "at

"theend of Dhí-I-ka'dah, and he ' accompanied him and arrived in this country
" at the end oí 760 (Nov. A. D. 1359). On the news ,of Mohammed's approach;
"Abú Sálim went out in state to receive him, and he was soon .after admitted
"into a hall of the royal palace crowded with .courtiers, theologians, poets, :and
" doctors. It was on this occasion that his Wizír, Ibnu-Lkhattíb, uttered vex­
'~ tempore that celebrated ode of his, rhyming in ra, the argument of which was
',' -to implore his aid in favour of his master, and to ask him to restore him to
" the possession of his throne.

, OVicar .of God! May the Almighty increase thy power as the full moon
, shines through the shadows of night.

, May tlie hands of his omnipotence avert froro tlie é tHat [evil] :against
, which mortals have no p ower.' ," 8

I

Ibnu Khaldún, from, whom the aliove details are borrowed,? says, " Suchwas
" the effect produced upon the audience by Ibnu-l-khattíb's verses that they were
" 'unafile to suppress their tears. When the interview .was over, Mohamined
" retired to the palace .which had been prepared for him, the apartrnents ofwhich
"he found strewed with the finest carpets, and the stables well provided with
" generous steeds, with their trappings and saddles ornamented with gold. Hand-
" sorne robes of themost costly stuffs were sent in, as .well as sIave girls for him
"and those of his suite; in short, nothing was wanting to make their residencé . .

" at court agreeable. Mohammed, moreover, was treated with every .,distinction.
~.' , and, whether he rode or walked out oí his palace, the same honours werepaid
" to him as to . the Sultán, only that Mohammed would never ~ssume the titles
" oí royalty, .out of respect for his host. , Mohammed and his suite 'stayed- at
" Fez until the year 763, when they all returned to Andalus, and that Sultári
" ,regained possession of his throne." . ' ,

So far Ibnu Khaldún, whose narrative differs in sorne material points from that
of Ibnu-l-khattíb, since he places the revolution of Granada and 'the murder oí
Redwán on the 27th of Ramadhán, .and .the latter writer, who is nodoubtright,
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,says that it .happened on .the 28th. ;" ...The -date oí Mohammed's' departure .from .
Guadix iaalsodifferently given. Ibnu-l-khattíb, in his Lamdhatu-l~bedriyyah-, says
,, ' that jt took place , the 'day after the festival of the victims (the 11th ,oí ,Dhí-l­
" hajjah};". Ibnu Khaldún says, inDhí-l-ka'dah; ;but .perhaps this was an error oí
thescribe, who, 'instead oí Dhí-l-hajjah, wrote ' Dhí-l-ka'dah. But as iwev are
' enabled to furnish the lovers of informationwith Ibnu-l-khattíb's own /~ccóunt

, 'of these transactions, we will transcribe it here,.in order that the.y may compare
the narratives of both historians. ' " , ;

'Lisánu -d -dín' Ibnu-Lkhattíb, in his historical work entitled Al-lamahatu-l- Ibnu-íbl-
, " , khattí '8 ac-

bedriyyahfí táríkh daulati-n-nasriyyah·(the shining rays of the full moon: on the count o~these
, , , ' transactlOns.

history of the Nasserite dynast~), says, "The Sultán Abú 'Abdillahhad upon his ' ,
" accession -to the throne .confined his ,half-brother Isma'íl to one of his father's ',
" palaces, near the river Dároh (Darro), which heprovided with every thing required

, " ,for that 'prince's comfort, allowing him besides a considerable pension upon his
" <treasury. He had also sent thither Fátimah, the prince'smother, and all her sonso

, ce It appears, however, that on hearingof Yüsuf's death, the mother of Isma'ílwas
" enabled, through the treasures which the deceased had left 'in ,herapartments,
"to creátea party against his son Mohammed. : Fátimah hada daughter whom
" A:bú-I-nejáj h ád.married to hisnephew the Reys Abú 'Abdillah, son of the Reys

, " Abú-I-walíd, son of the Reys Abú 'Abdillali Ole who was once proclain;¡ed ,king at
.« Andarax)," son oí the Reys kbú Sa'íd; the father oí their race, a~d the' stock
'" from which the other branches of tlie fámify weredescended. "This ' d áughter '
" Eátimah gained over to her interests, and she persuaded her husband to enter into

' " the plot. The Reys Abú ,'Abdillah, having therefore succeeded in attachingto bis
'" party all the discontented, sal1ied forth one night .with about one hundred armed
" men,and directed bis course towards a certain quarter of the Alhambra. Here, >

," however, he found himself suddenly stopped by walls-.of eonsiderable ~height,

;" which he hadnot the means of scaling; but ladders were procured, and the
" conspirators ascended to the rampartsviHaving put to d~ath a sentrywho
"carne in their way, in order -to secure his silence. : they rushed sword inhand
"within the precincts of the castle, uttering seditious cries, -and 'murdering all
" those whom they .happened to meet. This .took place .a little before daybreak
"xm the 28th of :Ramadhán oí: the year 760 (Aug.24;"A. D. 1359). ,' The con­
" spirators first attaeked the residence of the Hájib Redwán," ,a.nd ' breaking open

' " the 'doors; rushed into his harem ' and murdered himamongst .his : children ' and
" wives , after ~hich" they :fell to plunde~ing ' the conte~ts -of his house. ' ,In e the
" mean ' timeanother división. of the: conspirators, ~ ' with .' the .Reys 'at their head, ',

',,, hastened > to . Isma'íl's .place \of. confinement, ' and ' haviug-liberat éd; him, :.made '
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ce· him mount a horse which they had brought for the purpose, ..and .took ihim
ee triumphantly through the . city; .beating drums, and proclaiming ..him as . fheir
" Sultán. . . , ,

". At the time' these events were taking place, the Sultán Mohammedwas absent
ce, from theAlhambra, having gone, together withason .of his, to reside at ·a
" delightful -country seat clase to Granada, called Jennatu-l-'ar}f (the garden .of
" the inspector);" a' spot well known for the luxuriance of its trees, which never
" admit the rays of the sun, as well as for the healthiness oí the ·air ,. which . is
" continually refreshed by running streams of limpid water. . This garden was
" only separated from the royal residence by a high and strong wall, ' defended
" by a deep moat. In this place the Sultánwas suddenly awakened by the clatter
" of arms, the cries oí the assailants, and the beating of drums in the distance.
ce Not knowing what caused the tumult, Mohammed went out in .the direction
" of the Alhambra ; but finding that the conspirators occupied all the avenues,
" he retraced his steps, and God was pleased to provide for his salvation; for,
" having mounted a fieet steed which was always kept saddled and prepared for
" him, he galloped off to Guadix, where he arrived safely the same morning, and
." presented himself to the governor of the castle, who was very far ofrom suspecting
" what had happened to mm. Mohammed was soon aftervisited by the-chief
"inhabitants o! t~e' place, wlio all swore to protect him, ,.so tliat he not only
ce, reigned 'undisturbed oven Guadix and its immediate neighbourhood, but .vsoon
" saw himself at the lí éad of numerous foHowers, who Hastened to him. from all
" parts.

" Meanwhile his brother, the usurper, dispatched an embassy to the King of
"Castile, ofi'ering to renew the treaty oí peace then existing -between the .two
"countries. Pedro-for such was the name of the Christian ';king at the .time­
ce .happening then to be at war with the people ofBarcelona, readily assented to
" the proposition. Isma'íl, however, did not long enjoy the power which he had
"usurped. . Scarcely were six months elapsed since his proc1amation, when the
" same man who had contributed to bis accession precipitated him from his throne.
" Abú 'Abdillah revolted against him, besieged him in the Alhambra, took him
"prisoner, and put him -to death, together with his brother ' Kays, on the 4th
" oí. Sha'bán, 761 (June 20, A. D~ 1360). Isma'íl was born on Monday, the 28th '
"of Rabi' the first, of 740 (Oct. 3, A. D. 1339); he was surnamed Abú-I-walíd.

" Abú 'Abdillah [Mohammed VI.13J was immediately 'proc1aimed, and reigned
" for about twoyears, at the expiration of which, seeing himself pressed on one
" sirle by .the rightful sovereign, who burned .to revenge the outrage done to ' him, ,
" and to recover the throne of his ancestors, and 00 the other side. by Pedro'" King
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" ,oí Castile, hecame to the strange resolution of throwing himself on the mercy Assassination
. ' . . " oí the latter by

" of the latter and repairing :to his court. .Hemight just as well have thrown Pem:o, King oí

. lf' I h h f h . hirsti ti bl d e Castíle."hlmse into t e mout ~ a ungry tIger t irstíng or 00; 10f, no sooner .
" had the infidel :dog cast his eye over thecountless treasures which Mohammed
" and ..the chiefswho composed his suite brought with them, than he conceived
"the wicked design oí murdering theÍn and appropriating their riches; and on
" the 2nd day of Rejeb, 763 (April .27, A. n.1362), he was assassinated, with'all
." his followers. iat a placecalled Tablada, close to Seville:

" But to return to the dethroned Sultán . the people of Guadix persevered firmly
" ,in their allegiance to him, protected his person, and swore to devote their lives
c, and property to his defence, Things continued thus until .the day ,oí the
" festival of the victims, [10th Dhí-l-hajjah] of the year 760 (A. D. Nov. 2, 1359),
"whenan ambassador of the Sultán of WesternAfrica carne to Guadix to say
" that if Mohammed would repair to his court and fix his .residence in Fez, he
" would be treated as a friend and ally. . Soon after his dethronement, Mohammed .
"had sent an embassy to: the king of the Christians, imploring his help against
"the usuFper. Pedro received his ambassadors well, but dismissed them with
ce.only vague promises of help. Seeing, therefore, that his request .was not com-
"pIiedwith, Mohammed resolved upon accepting the . Sultán's offer, and .he
" accordingly .set off on his .journey on tHe da~after that festival [11th of Dhí-l- .
" hajjah] , followed by anumerous retinue of the inhabitants of Guadix« sorne on .
" horseback and otherson foot. Monammed arriveü at Marbella,14 on tlie coast, ' .
"whence he crossed .over to Africa. He made his public entrance into .Fez '
" on the 6tH dai of M óliarram of 761 (Nov. 27, . A. D. 1359),. after "experiencing .: .
" on his way. thither.fhe . greatestmarks of distinction and hospitality. .' OIl his
" approach the Sultán rode out to meet him, and having embraced him with the
ce greatest cordiality, conducted ·him to his capital, where he allotted him. a finé
" palace for his residence, and a considerable pension for his daily expenses.

" At last, on thernorning of Saturday, the ,27th of the month of Shawwál of the
." year 762 .(Aug. 29, ' A •.D.1361), after a stay ofupwardsof twenty-one months,
ee Mohammed returned to Andalus. During his absence .in 'Africa, .the King of

. " Castile .had often sought bis alliance, and made the result of his operations ' ­
.e' dependupon the Sultán's arrival. ' i: Soon aft~r his arrival [at Guadix], the Sultán
" caused a .kubbah or pavilion to be :erected close to the garden of Al-mussárah,
"in order to .review his followers. . ,When -the .people had. assembled : round
H.him,. and he had ordered the .banner to be unfurled, heputon the regal dress
")Vhich"<~ad . been presented :to . him . by the Sultán :of,WesternAfr~ca~ : 'and, :, in
." the midst of popular acclamations, and the beating .of ,drums and playing of
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" instruments, .his horse being led by the bridle, he proceeded to manífest his
".intention of marching against the enemy. · H is authoritywas so much increased
" by this publicomanifestationof his sentiments, that his party was soon strengthened
" by all .those who had been formerly obliged to quit the country; ·and who-now
" flocked under his standard; andMohammed had thus an opportunity ,of judging
"how much he was beloved by the generality of his subjects, ' from the .alacrity
" ,with which .they hastened .to place themselves under . hisobediencevand the
" joyful voices with whichthey proclaimed .his name. Indeed, God Almightywas
" .pleased to receive out good master under the shade of his merey, and to ·incline
" in his favour the hearts of his subjects, by persuading them that he was .injured
"and ill-treated by theusurper. . Mohammed. .therefore, was defended by. the
" brave, and his causé speedily embraced by the righteous and the honest. He
" is now residing in Ronda, where he has established his 'rule· and reigns un­
" disturbed, as well as over the neighbouring districts. .. The charge :of Wizír to
" this Sultán is now filled by the Sheikh and Káyid Abú-l-hasan -'A1í Ibn Yúsuf
" Ibn Komáshah Al-hosrí, and that of Kátib or secretary by the FaquihAbú
" 'Abdillah Ibn Zomrad." · . ...!

The aboye is borrowed from the Lamahatu-l-bedriyyah fí ·'táríkh daulati.;n­
nasriyyah, suoften quoted in the course of our narrative. . The .reader , however, '
mus t' know that aft ér the d éatli of the USUf,ner, ~bú 'Abdillañ, ·wlio;· as Hefore. '. , '

related, was' assassinated bi the tyrant Don Pedro, Mohammed returned to Granada, '
.and recovered his.10st Kingaom~ We -fiñd that líe made his triumpharit entry into
his capital on Saturday, the 20th of Jumáda the second, 763 (April 6, A. D'.· 1362).

We have already.stated that after a ' short stay in África, Mohammed returned
to Andalus, and regained possession oí his father's dominions in 763. According
to -Ibnu-l-khattíb this happened thus r " On the first breaking out oí the rebellion
" by which MoliamIriedwas deprived oí his throne, 'Othmán Ibn YahyaIb'n
" 'Ornar; Sheikhu-l-ghoiát, . or commander of the African volunteers, fearing the
" vengeance 'of the usurper 'Isma'íl, ':deserted over to the Castilians ·in'company
" with. his father. . Shortly after; Yahya crossed over toA:'frica; ~ butv'Othmén ..
" remained irrAndalus, supporting ~ith 'all his might the cause of'the · · d~pose.d

"Sultán. Perceiving,however, ' that theCastilian king was unwilling to g~ant

" the promised assistance, and that he could not otherwiseiserve ,.his ; master'e
" cause, 'Othmán wrote to 'Ornar Ibn'AbdilLah, at that timeWízírof AbúSálim,

" asking to ·be put in . possession of one oí the fortresses stillheld in Andalus
" by the BeníMerín, that he rnight thence wage war: against the : 'usurper.'· . n
" happened that the aboye Wizír was a great friend of"miue..as there"~ad'ex'ist~~ '

"between us an intimacy oí very long ' standing, and my master .having eón...
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c.',sultedwith me about 'Othmán's proposition, 1 approved of ,it ; and '~ént imme-
. e,' . diately -tofhedwellingof the ' Wizír 'Ornar, who, at my. request, issuedorders
" that thecastle ,of Ronda should b~given up ,to othe friendsofthe deposed Sultán,
" which .was done, 'Othmán taking immediate possession of it.in his name..'Shortly
" ··after,J.v.[ohammed sailed for Andalus ; and hispresence having infusedriew .vigour
" into the, soulsiof his partisans, the. whole of the Gharbia .or..western districts
" sub~itted . toohim: he then took Malaga, and marched to. Granada.iwhichsur­
" rendered to,him without opposition, and he thus saw himse1f again in .possession
" of his father's dominions."

Ibnu-l-khattib had remainedbehind in Africa for. the purpose of ..escorting the
wives and -sonsof Mohamrned, whorn that Sultán .left behind .on his departure
for Andalus, -Tmmediately after é his return [to. Granada], he ,was :restored. to the
post ofWizír, which he occupied before, and to the unlimited confidence of his
sovereign, . especially .after the disgrace of 'Othmán. . who wasexiled .. to África in
Ramadhán of the year 764 (June orJuly, A.D. 1363) ; but, alas.! envy.against.whose
poisonous shafts no mortal standssecure, chose him for othe ,butt oí her malignity,
and he fell a viétim to the rnost atrocious calumny, and the most perfidiousand
treacher6us slander, as we willhereafter relate. '

It wduld , appear that the great favour which .'Ibnu-l-khattíb ' enjoyed with. his Lamenta.ble
. . fate oí hIS .

sovereign-' who showed suchregardand affection for 'him ' that he woüld consuIt :Wizír, Ibnu-l-

him -en the most .trifling business, and aamit ,him ano liis sons ..to ..his private khattíb.

parties- tlispleased sorne envious and ill-iíiterítion éd people alío út. th ééóurt.vwho
from that mornent began to indispose the. mind of \the . Sultán towards .. him. by
calumnies .ana false reports. Ibnu-l-khattíb, however, having received timely-in­
telligence .of their wicked plans, sought to oavert the intended .blow .byembracing
the party, and serving 'the cause, of 'Abdu-l-tazíz, son of .Abú..l-hasan, Sultánof
Western Africa,against his cousin ' ,Abdu-r-rahmán .Ibn :AbíYaghalús, son of the
Sultán Abú 'Alí~ son of theSultán Abú Sa'íd, sonof the Sultán .Ya'kúb Ibn 'Abdi-l­
hakk, who wasa competitor for the empire. After many events and ,.wars, .which
it would takeus. too long to relate, 'Abdu-r-rahmán .had. been .obliged to .. cross
overotoAndalus, togetherwith his Wizír Mes'üd Ibn Másái, andto takerefuge
in Granada, where they. were kindlyreceived by the Sultán in 767 ~ : . Shortly .after,
'A1í; son of Bedru-d-dín, who occupied the .post of Sheíkhu-l-ghozát,'or general
of .the African volunteers in Granada, died; and "Abdu-r-rahmán was.appoínted

, . - -

to the vacant office. . This -show . of favour towardsthe .. exiled prince , disp~eased

'Abdu-I- '-azíz, .who had no soonerisolidly. established .his power by :thedeath of
the Wizír .'Ornar Ibn..'Abdillah, whom he caused to be executed, than he dispatched

.an embassy -10 ' the Sultán oí Granada, to complain bitterly of his having given
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shelter to his enemy, whom he knew to be in correspondence with the discontented
in Africa,and to ask him to deliver this enemy into his hands. :On thé .receipt
of this message Mohammed was greatly perplexed, ·and having consulted with..
Ibnu-l-khattíb, . the latter advised him to seize the persons 'of IbnAbí Yaghalús
and .his Wizír Mes'úd, 'and thereby free himself from aÍl responsibility, on cóndition,
however, that 'Abdu-l-'azíz shouldirestore them to all' thahonours and digniti és
of which they were in possessionLefore their revolt. . Mohammed followed the
advice of his Wizír, and an agreement was accordingly entered into between that
sovereign on one side, and the ambassador of the Sultán 'Abdu-l-'azíz, named
Abú Yahya Ibn Abí Medin, on the other, purporting that both 'Abdu-r-rahmán
and his Wizír Ibn Másái should be arrested, which was done. Shortly after thís, .
Ibnu-l-khattíb, having received intelligence that his enemies were -again at work,
and had strongly prejudiced the mind of his sovereign against him, fíed: from
Granada. He no doubt imagined that the Sultán would in the end listen totheir .
calumnies, and that as they were his sworn enemies, he had no chance oí escape
from them. · However this may be, having asked his master's leave to visit the .
frontiers, he hastened thither, .accompanied by a handful of horsemen, taking ,with
him his eldest son 'Alí, who was a favourite of Mohammed. Having arrived -at
Jebalu-l-fatah (Gibraltar), he embarked on board a vessel which 'Abdu-l-'azíz, .. ' ,

who was in the secret, líeld in Feadiness for him, and ~ailed . fór' ~euta , .wherehe .\ .
arrived after a few hOUFS' Rassage, and was receivetl by 'Abdu-l-'azíz with every
mark of attention andrespect.

In '774, 'Abdu-l-taziz died, and was succeeded by As-sa'íd IbnAbí Fáris, then an
infan1!; upon which the Bení Merín, leaving Telemsán, returned to Western Afric,a~~ .

Ibnu-l-khattíb went thither also in the suite of the Wizír 'Abú . Bekr Ibn Ghází, .
who was then at the head of affairs, and settled at Fez; where he bought houses
and lands, and passed his time in building and planting, intending to fix his'resi- '
dence in that city. Abú Bekr, moreover, confirmed Ibnu-l-khattíb in ,all the
h'onours and prerogativeswhich he had enjoyed under the Sultán 'Abdu-l-'azíz:
In the mean time, Mohammed of Granada, having discovered the flight of his Wizír¡
was exceedingly angry with him, and even swore .to put him to death if ever he
should fall into his hands. Ibnu Khaldún says, that during his residence at
'I'elemsán, Ibnu-l-khattíb had instigated the Sultán 'Abdu-l-'azíz to takepossession
of Andalus, and that he had described to him the facility of the enterprise ;' :and
it is even added that 'Abdu-l-'azíz went from Telemsán to Western Africa for .
the express purpose oí making preparations for the expedition. When Ibnu-l­
ahmar jMohammed) received inteIligence of his plans, he sent him an .e mbassy
with a splendid present, consisting of different objects of Andalusian manufacture,
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besidesfine horses, .swift mulesj' handsome Christian .slaves, .and so forth, asking
that his Wizir Ibnu-l-khattíb should be given up to him. 'Abdu-l-'azíz, however,
refused-to grant his request, and Ibnu-l-khattíb remained .at hiscourt.: enjoying
aH his. favour andconfidence. On the death oí'Abdu-lv'azíz, Ibnu-l-ahmar
(Mohammed). renewed his solicitationswith the WizírAbúBekr; .but he was·again
refused, andhiaumbassador even dismissed from court. ,Eriraged at the .insult ,
Ibnu-l-ahmar released'Abdu-r-rahmán Ibn AliYaghalris from his captivity, and
having provided him with a fleet, sent him over toAfrica. " Hehimself left Granada,

, at the head of considerable forces, and laid siege toGibraltar. ..Hearing of his move-:

ments, Abú Bekr Ibn Ghází sent to Ceuta ·acousin of his named Mohammed Ibn
'Othmán, to defend that place, againstany attempt of Ibnu-l-ahmar, whilst he
himself marched to encounter ·'Abdu-r-rahmán, who had been proclaimed by the

. inhabitants of Battúyyah. . After besieging him some time in that town, Abú Bekr
raised the siege and .retired to Tezzá, and thence to Fez; upon which his enemy
advanced upon the former city and made himself master ·of it .' .Whilst the Wizír
Abú Bekr Ibn Ghází was deliberating as to what steps he should take, news carne
to him h?w his cousin, Mohammed. Ibn 'Othmán, had proclaimed at Ceuta Ahmed .
Ibn :A:oí Sálim, bette r. known .by his surname of Dhú-l-daulateyn (he of the two
reigns), becáuse he was twice Sultán, this being the first time. The reasonswhich
prompted that governor to take such . a step are said to have been as follow.
During the siege ofGibraltar, .wliich Mohammed redííced alinosf to the '. last .
extremity, a correspondence was éstablished oetween that Sultán aríd Ibn :'Othmán,
in which the latter failed not to complain most bitterly oí 'the Wizír Abú .Bekr '
Ibn Ghází, and to declare that he was prompted . to make 'war by :no . other ·
reason than the uncourteous manner in which his just request had beendenied.
The two parties soon carne to an understanding; it . being agreed betweenthem .
that Mohammed IbnXlthmán should irnmediately proclaim at Ceuta one oí the
sons ofthe Sultán Abú Sálim, who were in custody at .Tangiers, bywhich means
the Moslems would have agrown-up prince for their ruler instead of .a mere, child,
as As-sa'íd Ibn Abí Fáris was at the time ;and ,the choice of Ibnu-l-ahmar fell
on Ahmed Ibn Abí Sálim, whom he saved, as it were, from certain deatb. .Ibnu-l- .
ahmar,.moreover, enteredinto a compactwith Mohammed Ibn 'Othmán, the con- o
ditions',of which wer~',-first, that the fortress of Gibraltar should .be given up
tohim ;.' that all the princes oí the Bení Merín should besent over to him, that '
they might be;'under 'his .custody and keeping; and, lastly,' .that the person . of

.Ibnu-I-khattíh .should .be delivered into his hands. .Mohammedhaving accepted
the above conditions, rode from Ceuta to .Tangiers, and haying released Ab,ú-l­

"abbás Ahmed [Ih~Abí Sálim] from his place ' ofconfinement, .tookfhe oath of
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,allegiance to him, and induced the inhabitants to do the same, ' their ' example
being soon after followed by the inhabitants of'Ceuta and -Gibraltar ;upon 'which
Ibnu-l-ahmar raised the ' siege of that fortress and . went '.away.· Shortly after,
Mohammed .Ibn ,'Othmán sent orders, in his master's name, to the governor of
Gibraltar, to surrender the place to .Ibnu-l-ahmar ;upon which that Sultán.hastened
thither from Málaga, . an~ as the inhabitants were desirous to '.retum under bis
rule,he took possession of that 'important fortress, the last whichthe .Bení -Merín
everpossessed in Andalus. : "Ibnu-l-ahmar thensent a splendid .present to 'Abti-l..
'abbás, and at the ' same time ' sent him a body of troops; :and a considerable sum .
of money, to help him inhis eriterprise.· ' After manyevents andwarsvwhichwe
pass over at ' present,_Oas ir isour intention to relate them at fulllength iri another

.part .of this work,-Abú-l':"abbás defeated his adversary, and at the beginning.iof
776 (June, A. D; 1374)',: took possession of Fez, into whichhe made his triumphant
entry, accompanied by hisWizír- Mohammed.Tbn 'Othmán; ' and SuleymánTbn
Dáwúd, the chief of theBení 'Askar. :,'

We have -already stated that an agreement had been entered into between Abri-l­
;abbás and the Sultán Ibnu-l-ahmar [Mohamm édVijvat the.time the former was
proc1aimed atTangiers, that as soonas he gained possession oí the throne he:woul.d
seize on Ibnu-l-khattíb anddeliver him up tú him. Accordingly; when the Sultán
Abü-l-tabbás Ahmed, after defeating tile troops commanded by. ~bú Bekr Ibn Gfiází .
in' the outskirts of Fez, ·invested thar 'CaRital, Ibnu-l-khattíb, fearing for hiaIife,
fledwith him to new Fez. J\. féw days affer~ Suleymán' Ion Dáwúd put the Sultán.
in mind of hispromise, and Ibnu-l-khattíb was accordinglyarrested ando'confined to
a dungeon, and messengers were dispatched to apprise Ibnu-l-ahmar of his capture'. '
This Suleymán . was the sworn eneinyof .Ibnu-I-khattíb, '. owing to the following
reason. ' During his residence in Africa, Mohammed had promised him that .iif .
ever he was: restored to ',his kingdom, he .would .iappoint .him .to the ~ officé of
Sheikhu-l-qhosá», 01' ; general oí the African volunteers, Accordingly, no ' sooner
had iMohammed reconquered . his kingdom, than vSuleymán : crossed ' over fr()lrl
África, sent by ' the Wizír 'Ornar .Ibn 'Abdillah, asking for the fulfilrnent -of his

promise; but this was opposed .by Ibnu-l-khattíb on theplea that theofficecould
not be filled except by princes oí the posterity of 'Abdu-l-hakk, and his application
was .accordingly irefused . Suleymán, , therefore,had to return - to Africadis­
appointed, and swearing reverigeagainst Ibnu-l-khattib.. .Subsequently .t o: this,
Suleymán returned toAndalus to 'take ' the command oí Gibraltar; ' the government
of which had been given to him, when an official correspondence was necessarily
kept upbetween the two, ¡ in which they not unfrequently .. disclosed the :hatred
and animosity which theyentertained for eachother. However, when the news
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, of Ibnu-l-khattíb's. capture reached Granada, Ibnu-l-ahmar sent for Abú .'Abdillah '
Ibn Zomrok,15 Who had succeeded Ibnu-I-khattíb in theoffice of Kátib and Wizír,
and sent him to Africa with instructions. ,Abú 'Abdillah having .preseilted his
credentials to the Sultán Abri-l.. 'abbás, Ibnu-l-khattíb was sent for and .made to
appearbefore a privy council, presided over by that Sultán in persono He was then
charged with certain expressions contain~9-i~ le~ters written to his friends, in which
he hadcast ridicule over Abú-l-'abbás, and when 't he ,witnesses had been examined
he was conducted back .to , prison~ . The judges. were then consulted .whetherihe
deserved ~ ,de'atJl ~r notv. A · theologian oí Fez ..undertook the defence-of Ibnu-l-
,khattíb; upouwhich Suleymán, fearing Iest -his innocence should be~proved, and ,
he should lose the pleasure of anticipated vengeance, secretly instigatéd sorne ;of
his .own servants ,t¿ ,put that illustrious individual to .death. ., ' The assassins.di~: as
th~y :wer~ ' o¡'der~d.·, ';... they ~ent: to Ibnu-l-khattíb's prison at' .n:ight,acc~IIlp_anied::by
a ,dwarf.. whoIiad .come in ,the :suite of the Granadian ambassador, andstrangled
him. , :On théensuing day his body was taken to the . cemetery clase to Bábü-l::
rnahrúk, and there buried. : "I'hus perished the phcenix 'of the age, the prince of
the poets and historians ~f his time, 'and the model of 'Yizí~~. , ' .

During our stay in Fez"~e visited several times the 'sp'ot~here tliat~'lninentman

lies buried, wliich, as -above .stated, isclose to the gate. formerly .called Bábu-sh-

shar'iah (the gate ,of the law); and now Bábu-I-mahr.úk (tlie gate of the burnt
man) . . The earth over his .tomb has not been removedsand remainsin the same
state _as ' it .was then. It is true tHa~_in .order to reach it, it is now:necessaryto

, descend:considerably. . It ",is commonly. believed at .Fez : that .the.body oí Ibnu-l­
khattíl;l was exh:umed H~ his enemies and burnt oh thevery :night of .its- interment;
owing .10 which the gatewas calledBábu~l-mahrúk. But that.Is notthe case; '; for
it is , a w~ll-:known factthat the gate :in question .received its name during -thereign
of a .Sult áuof the posterityof.t.ábdu-l-rririmen, .owing' to .a .rebelwho roseinarms
against that dynasty havingJieen made prisoner and . burneddose to it, -which
event-took'.place. long :before the birth oí ..Ibnu-l-khattíb.i.and even thatiof his

" father ~-A.pdull~h~ ;: '.,The last time we.'visited the .tomb . of . that extraordinary man .. '"
our·,sorrowwas ,so .great .and :our feelings . were só'.excited,«.that we were uwell­

nigh _overcome..-by out grief ;',eveunow the memory of .hisvírtues andendearing
qualitiesvwhich' has .been - carefully -preserveddn ourfamily by the.. Sheikh' Abú
,Abdillah ~ Mohammed .Ibn ' Mohammed .Ibn ;Ahined Al-makkarí 'At-telemsáni, who
wasone oíhis tutors," brings tears toour ey~s, and makesus detest 'his vile
detractors. ' God's will must be done; ,There is no God but himl
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CHAPTER VII. '

[BOOKVIlI.
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Accession oí
Yúsufn.

Fatal predic­
tions.

Accession oí Yúsuf n.-Fátal predictions-Reign of Abú-l-hasan-Hisbrotller:Az~zaghal:proclai~ed

at Malaga-e-Troubles in Castile-Rival factions in Granada-Discontent oí the people-The Christians .
take Alhama-:-The Moslems try to retake it-e-Fail inthe attempt~Siegeoí Loxa by the Castilians­
The Granadians attack and defeat them-Revolution at Granada-The Castilians are. defeatednear .
Malaga-Abú 'Abdillah usurps the throne-Is defeated and taken prisoner by the Castilians-His uncle
Az-zaghal succeeds him-c-Conquests oí the Christians-Policy of Ferdinand-e-He besieges a~d 'tak~s '
Loxa-Abú 'Abdillah is proclaimed in. the Albayzin-e-Revolution at Granada-Taking oí Velez-Malaga
-Malaga besieged and taken-Siege and taking of Baza-Surrender of Almeria-The. ,Sultáll Az­
zaghal makes his subrnission-s-Abú 'Abdillahsummoned to surrender his capital-e-Makes preparations

to defend himself-War between Abú 'Abdillah and Az-zaghal-s-Abú 'Abdillah reduces sorne fortresses
-Az-zaghal erosses over to Africa-e-Granada besieged-Surrenders to the Castilians-Tenns oí the
capitulation-The King oí Castilemakes his entrance into the Alhambra-s-Ultimate fate ~~ 'Abú 'Abdillah
-The capitulations are violated-The Moslerns compelled to embrace the Christian religion-Their
revolt in the Alpuxarras-Their feigned conversion-s-Their ultimate expulsi ón. .

AFTER the death of Mohammed, which happened in the yeaF 7;93, his son Yúsuf 11.
succeeded, in whose days the Moslems of ~raI!ada received many asevere .blow from
their Christian neighbours. Yúsuf wa.s succeeded by. his 'son 1 [Mohammed VI.], : .
undeli whose 'rule the Mohammedan empire still went on decaying, until it became
an easy prey to the infidels who surrounded it on every side, like a pack of hungry
wolves, God A~mighty permitting that the sins of preceding generations should be
visited upon the wretched inhabitants of Granada. lf we are to believe the his­
torians .of that city. . numerous were the warnings .which the Mosleins of Granada '
received rif the . approaching chastisement of Heaven,and the ruin of theirempire .
was more than once announced. .We recollect having read once, in the hand­
writing of the learned Háfedh, Kátib, and historian, ·Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed
Ibnu-l-haddád Al-wádi-ashi (from Guadix), who resided at Telemsán, the following
anecdo~e,' which we here transcribe, vouching for itsveracity. :" 1 was told. ' by'
"the Faquih Sidí Hasan, son. of the Káyid and .general, th~ honourable .Sídí
" IbráhímAl-tarráf that he was present at the taking down of the talismán known
" as the weather-cock," which once stood on the top of the old kassábah at Granada,
" and was removed on account of the improvements and repairs about to be made
" in that building. 1 saw it with my own eyes; it was of a heptagonal shape, and
" had the following inscription in verse:

... ". ' __ ••••_oo_ oo• • _ _ oo _ _ , , • • • oo _ - - - - - .-- .
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e 'The .palace "at fair Granada presents to the' eye of the observer a talisman
e turning round with .the ,8uccession oftime. : ' .. . . . ' . .

~ e The horseman onits weather-cock; :although a solid body, turos with. every
e ~ind. . ., -

: .' This, to the wise man, reveals many a mystery, , 1- .••

e, Indeed, aftersubeisting a 'short time,a calamity willcome which shall ruin .
e,both the palace and its owner.' 3

, " Whenitcame to the reign ofAbú-l-hasan'Alí Ibn Sa'd' An-naseríAl-ghálebíReigl!ofA~ú.l-. . '"
' . ." . ... hasan. . .

" Al-ahmarí; 'one oí. the Sultáns of that family, .public opinión declared against ' .
' .' him, especially when ,.'a brother oí his, named Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed Ibn
" Sa'd, better kriown by the surnameof Az-zaghal,5 received the oath of allegiance
e, and was proclaimed at Malaga, with the assistance of sorne Christian captains 'His brother
"whom he had taken ,to .that city in his .company. ,' ~ Moh~mmed remained at :i:~~~tPro.
"Malaga sorné time; after which he went'to join bis brother, and made his peace Málaga. .

, ' ~ with him, the captains and chiefs,who had contributedto his elevation, remain­
" irig in that .qity without a leader." Things went on inthis way until after sorne
ce. time t~e people of Malaga rose in arms and proclaimed also Abü-l-hasan, whereby
« the civil war was conc1uded, and that Sultán [Abú-l-hasanJbecame the supreme '
" master of all the Mohammedan dominions in Andalus. ·

"No sooner did Abú-I-hasan see himself firmly 'seat~a on the throne thaii :he ,
" made war against the idolaters, and tOOK from tliein several ca'stles and stróng
" places ;', the lightnings [of victoryJ shoné"in . his fa~our and against .the infidet'
',' enemy '; they. feared him, sought his friendship,ancl sued for peace. , The armies
"o~ :Abú~I-Jiasan having greatlyincreased ' in number, he decided to review .
"them. To this effect he 'caused his architects to erect him a platform out of the
" Al-hamrá, 'or castle oí Granada. . The review began on -a Tuesday, .the 19th of
" the month ~f Dhí-l-hajjah of the year 882 (March 24, A.D. 1478), and the troops
" ceased not passing daily beforehim till the ' 22nd ofMoharram of the following
" year : of 883 (April 24, A. D. 1478),' when ·the review -was completed.': <On .ihis
" ,occasion. the .soldiers . were cIad in suits .of 'polished steel armour, dressed in: '
"gorgeous silken robes, nl~unted ' on fieet steeds, and having their swords, spears, '
"and,shields richly embossed with gold and silver. One day when the Sultán was
" as usualseated under the pavilion andthe troopswere passing before him, the
" summit and the sides oíthe 'neighbouring hill of"As-sabíkah being crowded with ­
" spectators who had .left -their 'dwellings for thepurposeof witnessingthe .pageant ,
" God permittedjhat all oí a sudden the rain should :fall d own in torrents, and ,
" that the river Hadároh ,(Darro) should overflow its b~nksc. - ' Such was the fury of
". the ;devastatíng ,i element, which carne ',pouring : down -from ~ the,' neighbouring'
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" mountains, carrying along large stones and whole trees,that it. destroyedevery
"thing on its way, and that houses, shops, mills,? .inns, markets ; bridges, and
" garden-walls were the prey of the devastating flood. '. The water reachedas faÍ' as
" the squ.are where the great mosque stands. Sofrightful an inundation had never .
" before been experienced in the eountry, and the people naturally looked upon
" it as the harbingerof the dreadful calamities which awaited the Moslems in just
" chastisement for their perversity and their sins. .

" About this time the Castiliannobles weredivided among .themselves , - one'

" takingpossessionof the kingdom of Cordova, anotber of that of Seville, and a
" third of Xerez." Instead, however, of profiting by their dissensions, Abü-l-hasan
" gave himself more than ever to pleasure, and, trusting the government into the .
" hands of'his Wizírs, entirely neglected the affairs of the state, and allowedhis
" army to be corrupted and to lose its discipline and courage, He also concealed
" himself frorn the sight of his subjects, and gave up all idea of military enterprise

. .

"or attentiori to the affairs of the adminístration ; all which was undoubtedly
" the work: of God, that his supreme will might be accomplished. . At the same
"timenew taxes were imposed and all manner of oppressions and injustices
" practised upon his subjects, who began openly to condemn his administration
" and to execrate his rule. This was not all; fancying that the Christians would
" not attack him, on account of the civil wars in whicli they-were , then engáged, .
" Abri-l-hasan caused several of his best generals to be executed.? It happened,
" however, that the King of Castilé' took possession oí the kingdom 10 after a long
"and bloody ' civil war; and having compelled the rebellious nobles,who , had
" 10pposed his authority, to ' submission, was now enabled to turn his arms against
" the Moslems. .

" The Castilians soon found the means of mischief, -as well as an opportunity of
" taking possession of the Moslem dominions under the following distressing cir- '
" cumstances. . Abü-l-hasan had by his wife, a daughter of his unc1e the Sultán Abú
,,' 'AbdillahAl-aysar (the Ieft-handed), two male children, Mohammed and Yúsuf;
" but he had another wife, on whom he doted, and by whom he had likewise issue.
" She was a Christian lady, and, as the monarch had always evinced the greatest
" predilection for her, fears were entertained lest he should neglect the sons he had
" byhis noble cousin for those of the Christian captive. This naturally gave rise to
" dissensions and quarrels arnong the officers of the state and the servants of the
"palace, and two factions were forrned, sorne inclining to the sons ofhis wife
" and sorne to the sons of the Christian captive. ' .
. "About this time, too, and when the Moslems of Granada .were most disturbed by.
ce their prívate' feuds and the cause aboye alluded to, the truce which the .Chrístíane
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" had 'concluded during their internal divisions expired. .. The -people of Granada, '
. ~ . .

Ú moreover, complained to the Sultánof hisWizir andcivil officers, who, theysaid,
" oppressed them and treated them with unwonted tyranny. and injustice. .'.This Discontent oí .

• . . the people.
" .increased the discontent still more, and thingswent so far that the inhabitants
" of Granada loudlydemanded the removal oí the obnoxious Wizir and the other
" public functionaries ; .and as their petitions were disregarded by Abú-l-hasan, new
'c· scenes of trouble and confusion ensued. The disaffectionnf the inhabitants and
'.' the weakness of the governrrienf sóon became known to the Christians, who, at. ,

" the expiration of the truce, marched against Al-hammah (Alhama) and took it by The Christians
'. ' . . . take Alhama.

." surprise. This event happened in 887 (Feb. A. D. 1482) ; the Castilians being.com-
" manded on the occasion by the Lord of Cadiz." " Theassailants took the cast1e
"and fortified themselves in it. They thence attacked the town, the str éets of
"which they filled with infantry and cavalry, slaying all the Moslerns theymet,
" and .taking the wornen captives; for they surprised the inhabitants .in the middle
" of their sleep, as ir they were so .many drunken men,and, therefore, unable 1:0
.~ , offer resistance.vThose whose fate it was to die were killed by the Christians:
" some, however, contrived to escape, ·leaving t heir wives and children behind
" them, and the Christians in entire possession ofthetown and what it contained . . .r

" No sooner did the news of this disaster reach Granada than both the high and The Moslems
. ' . try to retake ít ,

" the low hastened out to the relief of Xlhama. . Tlie Christians were ten thousand
" in number between horse and- foot; they mere preparing to depart with their
" plunder and return.to their country, wHen, having .discoverea the van-güard of
"the Moslem army,.they,: retraced their steps, and shut themselves up in the citadel.
" .Tney .were soon ,besieged by the .peopleof Granada;"who proceeded forthwith .
"to invest the town. After this, the arrny of the Moslems being considerably
" re-inforced .by fresh .bodies of cavalry . and infantry . which .kept arriving from
"Granada and other cities of the Moslem dominions, the siege was carried .on with
." ,increased vigour, and the greatest efforts were made to odeprive the besieged of
" water, .by destroying the subterranean pipes which supplied the garrison, . It soon
" became evident, however, that Alhamacould not be taken by force, upon which
"the soldiers gave license tootheir tongues, and began to pourabuse and ridicule
" .upontheir own,officers and -upon the Wizírwho went in commandof the army.
. "Things were in this state .whenscouts carne to . the camp .to .announce ..the Failin the '

ce. arrival of theChristians in great force tothe relief of'Alhamaruponwhich ,the attempt. ' .

C' Moslems raised .rtheir camp,and went forward to encounter the enemy., No
" sooner, however, did the Christians, who were.commanded on this occasion bythe
ce: Lord of .Cordova, hear oí- the approach oí tbe Moslems, than they .turned back
~ ' · · anci fled before our victorious army, .alleging the inferiority of their numbers. .-.

' CH AP . VIL]
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" In the mean while the Lord of Seville,12 .having 'collect éd- a Iarge 'army;: con- .
" ,sisting ofcavalryandinfantry, hastened to .the relief oí the besieged 'in .Alhamá.
" The news oí his arrival having reached our camp,the soldiers gróuped together,
"and , began to declare . that they ·were unable to :carry. on thevsiege foriwant
ce oí provisions and othe requisiteengines and stores, ' havihg .IeftGranada in haste, .
" and without time ' to make the necessary ..preparations. .' .Owing to the above
." reason .it .was deemed expedient. to return to : Granada, in ·order to be there
" supplied with every thing requisite for the undertaking. The order .for departure '
" was accordingly given, and the Christian ,re-inforcements enteredAlhama whilst
ee the .Moslems were departíng from before its walls, .

" Imrnediately after the Christians had entered Alhama, their officers held .a

ee council ofwar, :in which it was discussed whether they should abandonthe place
" or keep possession of it : having decided for the latter course, they repaired and ,

. " increased the fortifications, andfumished the place with al1 kinds oí military stores
ce' and provisions, so as to tender' it capable oí sustaining a long siege, afterwhich the
" Lord of'Seville returned to his own states, , having previouslydistributed .among
" the soldiers the spoil made in the city, and leaving parí' oí his forces to re-inforce .
ee,the garrison.

ee Some 'time after this the Moslems returned again to the oí .Alhama,
" which they pressed with greater ;vigoup than ever: Haying one ' day ,attackea
ce a .part of the wall which was not well guarded, and finding little resistance; the

'." Moslerns made a lo<lgment :witliin tRewalls~ pursuing sword in hand the enemy;
" who fled beforeth ém. They had penetrated 'far into the place, when. ialas 1'a .large
" boCly of troops carne to the assistanceof the fugitives, and the fewMoslems who
" liad gained.an entrance into the town were either put to the sword or dashed down
" the precipitous sides of the mountain on which the town is situated, fewof them
e.e escaping with their lives. Most of .the warriors who :fell :on this occasion were
" people fromBástah (Baza) andfrom Guadix. The Moslemswere .dishearteried
ce. bythe reverse, and they lost allhopeof evertaking Alhama by force of arms.
. ce In the month of Jurnáda the first, oí the same year, informationwas received at

.ee Granada that the King oí Castile was marchirig to the Moslem dominions at the
" .head of an innumerable army; people:then met together, and began.toask each
" other about the probable destination of the expedition. : 'This, however, was s0o.n
ee ascertained; the Christians having shortIy after laid siege -to the .city of Loxa,
" which they sought to reduce, and to add it to Alhama and the otherconquests. ·

~ e An army oí ,Moslems then sallied :out .from Granada, ' well .provided:with
~e, stores and provisions ofevery kind, and, having .attacked the Christians,' who
" were besieging the city, they defeated themwith great slaughter, and took part oí

Siege oí Loxa
by the Cas­
tilians,
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" their heavyartillery." - Still the Christians perseveredinthe siege oí Loxa;but
-" 'the Moslems having received new re-inforcements from Granada, again offered the '
" Chri'stiansbattle, 'c hallenged them to ' come out of their tents, defeated them with T~e Grana-

k d . h . hich , . ,, 'dians attack
-" great loss,and too .andplundere t elrcamp,-w ich they had abandoned, Ieaving and defeat .

" behind .them alltheir provisions and heavy baggage. This victoryhappened on them.

" the27th of Jumáda the 'first, of the sameyear ~4 (July,A.D. 1482). :, ';: _.
.« On the~ery same dayIn which this signal victory was gained, Abú 'AbdilIah ,

"Mohammed,and :Abú-l-héjáj Y..1suí" ,sons oí 'the Sultán :;Abú-I-hasan, . fearing Revolution at '

h · Chri . " Granada."lest their father, infiuenced by is ristian concubine, should deprive .them oí ,
," their .inheritance. .and prefer ihis- other sons to them, made: their escape ' from
,ce Granada, ' and .tookrefuge in Guadix, which place submitted to . them, as well
c, as Bazav.Almeria, and even Granada in course of time, their father being obligad
" to withdraw to Málaga, which continued faithful to him.

" Inthe monthof Safar of theyear 888 (March. va. D. 1483), all the Christian
" chiefs: [on the frontiers] collected their forces, .and .marched together . towards
"Malaga ' and "Velez. : Theywere aboutreight thousand 'men.vcommanded by .. the
"Lords oí Seville. : Xerez,Ezija, Antequera,and other . cities; notwithstanding
" .which I the~ ' .were unable to reduce .one .single fortress. Having. . moreover,
"dispersed in the passes and ravines of the mountains, theywere ' att~c~ed by
"the peopleof Malaga and Velez,who went on :p'ursuing' and killing them wherever
" they fled, .untilfhey arrived near Malaga, when 'some :escaped,but -the greater The Castilians

" . kill d d '· , '1 . d h ds .of-three' li defeated nearpart were 1 e or ma e pnsoners: t lS asserte t at upwar s or three t óusand Malaga. .

"Christian knightswere killed in this .memorable rout, and that the prisoners. :
" ,in' whose ·number were an uncle oí the Castilian king," the governors oí Seville,

. " ·Xerez, Antequera, and 'thirty morE( of their principal noblemen,: amounted to
"two thousand. " Thespoils gained by the Moslemsin gold,silver, jewels, ·horses,
" and arms, were great ,',and valuable. " At .the time oí the attack of Málaga by
" .the Christians, the .Sultán Abü-l-hasan wasabsent from his capital.l" . having
" gone to Almuñecar ; he had, however, left his brotherAbú 'Abdillah with a
" portion of his army ,to defend the city. " " "

" 'About the ,end oí the same month (April, A. D'. 1483), ' the peopleoí ,Malaga "
" invaded the Christian territory; but they suffered a ,complete .idefeat, in 'which
" most oí the chiefs •oí.Western .• Andalus 17, were 'slain.' '," ,:.;, .

, " 'When the Sultán .Abú .'Abdillah ; "son , of the .Sult án: .Ab ü-l-hasan . . who; : as Abú 'Abdillah

"b '1 d h d k . f G d 'h ~ ' hori fírn 1 usurps thea ove' .re ate, a , ta en , possesslon 'O . , rana a, saw · IS ' aut ority rm y :es- throne.

'ce tablished there, as wellas at .Almeria.iand almost every;:other large city; with ,
"the exception ofMalaga and . the :Al-gharbia(westerndistrict), which remained
~'íaithful .to his father, he determined upon becorning, if possible, . master of aH
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ce. the Mohammedan dominions. Accordingly, when he heard that his father had
", gone toAlmuñecar, he left Granada, at the head of the troops.of that city, and

. " other forces collected from the eastern parts ofhis dominions,and invaded .the
" territory of Malaga ; .buthaving encountered his father's 'army at a. place called
" Ad-dab, a battleensued in which Abri . 'Abdillah was' defeated, and obliged to
" return to his capital. . Some time after this, Abü 'Abdillah, tbe .Sult án of Granada,
" hearing of the advantages which his father and uncIe in Malaga had gained over

. " the Christians, and the riclrspoils tbey had collected on the occasion, pre­
" pared also for an expedition against the infidels. Having, accordingly, collected .
" the forces he had at hand, and those of .the eastern districts, he started onthe
" first day of Rabi' the first, of the same year (April, A. D. 1483), and arrived
" soon afterwards in the territory of Lucena, slaying and making captives, plunder­
" ing and wasting the country. But the Christians of the neighbouring districts,
"having assembled under the Lord of Cabra, guarded all the mountain passes
" in the rear of the Moslems, and cut them off from their country. In .this situa-
" tion the -Moslems were completely defeated, and almost the whole of the army '

ls defeatéd "were either made prisoners or slain. Among the former was the Sultán himself,
and taken . • . . '
prisonerbythe" who, at :first, was not recognised , but the Lord of Lucena, who knew him,
Oastilíans. " coming 'up, claimed him as bis prisoner, and seeing that, the Lord ofCabra

" wished to snat~h ~is pri'ze from him, dep,avted that verf¡ night with his prisoner .
" to the court oí the King oí Gastile, who, in acknowledgment of his signal service,
" raised him . to the ñighest rank a~ong his captains, and ever after intrusted . to
" him every important enterprise.

"Wlien the news of this disaster reached Granada, the chief inhabitants of that
" capital met together to deliberate, and came to the resolution of sending a
" deputation to Malaga to offer the . throne to-Abú-l-hasan, which they did, the
" deputies presenting him with the allegiance of their countrymen. Abú-l-hasan,
" however, having some time previous lost his sight from a paralytic affection,
;" and being, moreover, old and infirm, excused himself from resuming the govem­
" ment, and having renounced ip. favour of his brother ·Abú 'Abdillah, retired t~

Bis uncle Az. "Almuñecar, where he remained till he died. . Abú-l-hasan, .therefore, was suc­
~:~~:lh~:- . "ceeded by his brother Abú 'Abdillah, better known by the surnameof As-saqhal.

" During this time Abú 'Abdillah, the son of Abü-l-hasan, continued in captivity,
Conque~ts.of . "In the month of Rabi' the second, of the year 890 (April or May, A. n. 1485),
the Christians. h Chri . d ' d h . f MI' h id ~ . d. " t e rístians lnva e .t e territory o · a agawIt conSl erable . rorces. : an

" reduced some castles and fortresses, as they had already done ,in thaprecedíng
"year. Having laid siege to . a forti:fied town called Dhekwán, . they ,. battered
" its walls until they made a breach through which one thousand men at arms
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· " penetrated intothe place: v. There happened, however, to be within the fortress at
"the .time a considerable body of Moslems fromfhewestern .districts .and from
" Ronda.rwho, falling suddenly upon theenemy, slew.every one of thosewho had
" entered the town. Notwithstanding their discomfiture, the Christians persevered, .
" until at last the garrison was obliged to capitulate and go out, surrendering the
" place to theenemy. .

" In'Jumáda thefirst, oí the same year (Mayor June, A.D. 1485), the Christians
'e besieged Ronda; which they knew to be ill defended, as the greater partnf the
'" garrison had gone to th é assistance of their brethren of Dhekwán vand -other '

" fortresses besieged .by the enemy. 'After ·battering'the walls with ,their , heavy
" artillery~· ' the Christians made a large breach, and the garrison was obliged to
" capitulate. .. After the surrender of Ronda; thewhole oí the neighbouringdistricts
" of which that 'city was the capital submitted to the'Christians; so' that no place
" remained to the west of Malaga which did not . acknowledge the rule .oí the
"infidel king; who, after distributing his army among the fortresses recently
,', conquered,in arder that he might afterwards more effectuaUy besiegeMalaga,
" returned to his dominions.

\

" On the 19th of Shábán of the same year (Aug. 31, A. D. 1485) Az-zaghalIeft
" eiranada for the purp,ose oí inspecting his dominions, and providing' for the
" fortification of a certain castle on his frontier. · As he was resilling·in- tlí é latter
" place, news reached him that tlíe enerny. was in sight. ' Indeed, on the morning of
"the 22nd of Sha'bán (Sept.' 3; A. D. 1485), ' thé Christians were to be seen

· "€ncamped before .the castle," whither they stole secretly during the night.
" However, ,wlIen tlíe enemy at daybreak saw our troops encamped near the
" castle, they formed their squadrons and attacked their van-guard with great fury.
" The first onset was unfavourable to the true believers, who; :fighting in disorder,
" were easily broken, the Christians 'penetrating even to the tentof the Sultán ';
" but, recovering soon afterwards, the battle became general, and GodAlmighty
"beingpleased 00 this occasion to endow the faithful with fresh :vigour aod
"courage,. the Christians were ultimately defeated with great slaughter. .'. The
" 'Moslems, however; :were prevented from following up their success by the fear
ee ofthe main body of the Christian army, commanded by the ' King of Castile .in.
Ce person, 'which was advancing towards that part of the country; for it was evident

· " that as soon as the fugitives should meet with the advancing troops they would
'e retrace their steps. : .'The Moslems col1ected 00 this occasion '.considerable spoil,
ce and took a number of guns," whi~h they placed in the neighbouring forts. ' After
" this, , nothing occurred till the month oí Ramadhán (Sept. or Oct. A~ D. 1485)~

H when theChristians laid siege to Cambil, .battered its walls, and, when the breaeh
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" had been made practicable, took the place by storm. ; ~hen the "Moslems .who .
.,' .were in the castle saw .the Christians in poss éssion of'the town, theysurrendered
" by capitulation, and .left .the place, with their propertyand children~: to .retire to
" other countries inhabited bythe Moslerns. , Through .the reduction of Cambil, in
'c . the Alpuxarras, many ·of the... neighbouring villages .remaining unprotected.vthe
" inhabitants fied for refuge to other quarters, and many towns arid forts fell into
" the hands of the enemy,-such as Mushákar (Muxacar), Illora, and others ;' for .

1 " the. Christianking so pressed the territory of the Moslems onall sides; thathe
"attacked no fortress which he did not take, and invaded no district which did 'not
" immediately surrender to his arms .
. "Not satisfiedwith his rapid success in the way of arms, the Castilian' monarch

" employed artifice and deceit toweaken andsubdue what remained of the .Moslem

"dorninions. .He first granted liberty to his prisoner, 'the SultánAbú'Abdillah,
" and having furnished him with men, money, andother requisites, and givenhim
" a khila'h or dress of honour, sent him on towards the districts to the east of Baza,
" with the promise of helping him to the .re-conquest oí all his father's dominions,
" He also pledged his royal word that whoever arnong the Moslems would acknow­
" ledge th~ authority of his ally, Abú 'Abdillah, and swear allegiance to him.ishould .
" _be included in the treaty of peace existing between the two sov~reigns, and enjoy .
" all the security and advantages insured by. the sa~e. Abú 'Abdillali accordin'gly
"set off for Velez-Malaga, ,tlie i ñliabitañts of whicli city súbinitted to him ; after
~, which he caused -tne treaty of peace c óñcluded with the Christianking to be
~, read to the inhabitants in the market-place. This circumstance was soon made
" public, and being spread over the country by the demons of mischief, the' Báyisin

"(people of .Baeza), who inhabited a separate suburb ofGranada [the Albayzin],
" people at all times notorious for -their proneness to rebellion, their infidelity;' and
'e, their attachment to the Christians, -began to plan a revolt in his favour . : :Being
" joined in the attempt by sorne wicked and ill-disposed people, who wére' anxious
ce. to sow division amongst the Moslerns, aswell as by many honest citizens.who.iper­
" : ceiving the weakness of the state, were anxious to .see peace once :more established,
" they raised the standard of revolt ;and, urged onas they were by the demonsof
ce:. discord and 'civil war and their wicked agents .to infamous acts andcontemptíble
" deeds, they proclaimed -Abú 'Abdillah, the captive and friend of the infidels, for
" their Sultán. The consequerices oí this measure were that -discord and :civil -'v.ar
" brok~ -out in Granada,· no doubt by the .will of th~ . Almighty, who had decreed
" that this doomed country should fall a .prey to the enemy; ' The inhabltants
" of. the :Albayzin persisting in their ;revolt, they were assailed With:"stones .and
H other missiles _thrown from the towers and walls of the neighbouring castle/and '
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