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Amir 'of the Moslems 8 summoned his' ownbody-guard, composed of black slaves,
and, having picked out,four othousand of them, armed with sharp Indian swords, short
spears oí Záb, and shields covered with hippopotamus-hide, he ' directed them to
dismount andjoin the fight, which they did with awful execution, cuttirig thehorses'
houghs, spearing their riders when .OIl the ground, and throwing confusión into
the enemy's ranks. In the middle of the confiict Alfonso attacked, sword in hand, Alfonso is,

a black slave who had spent all his javelins, and aimed -at his head ; but the black ~~u:~~~.m
avoided the blow, and, creeping under Alfonso's horse, seized the animal by the
bridle; then taking out a khanjar,9 which he wore at his girdle, he wounded the
Christian king in the thigh, the instrument piercing both armour and fiesh, and
pinning.Alfonso to his horse's saddle. The rout then became general, the gales of

. victory .blew, and God sent down his spirit to the .Moslems, rendering the true
religion triumphant. A charge more desperate than the others at last expelled
the Christians from their.camp,,and completed their discomfiture, Every where the
infidels turned their backs before the Moslems, quietly giving up their throats 'to
the caresses of the swords, and their bodies to the thrusting of the spears, Those
who escaped flea to a small eminence in the vicinity of the camp, where they tried
to malee a stand. '"Ehey were immediately surrounded by the cavalry of the Mos­
lems, ana would inevitably have been taken had not night come on, under cover of
which Alfonso and his followers were enabled to come aown and escape destruction,
when they must already have felt the fapgs oi; death upon their throats. ..The ,
Moslems, however, took possession of every tHing they found in the Christian'
camp,-stol'es, weap,ons, provisions, tents," vases, and so forth. , ,

B út let ushear. what the author of theRaudhu·l-mu'attar says on the subject. Fleesthe field

A
. ..oí battle.

" , fter the defeat of hIS army, Alfonso ascended a small emmence close. to his ,
" camp, with fíve hundred of his knights, every one of whom had been more 'or less
" wounded in the conflict r from thence they all disappeared in the course oí the
"night. All those who did not follow the example of their king were either
" killed 01' taken prisoners ; the number oí those who died in the battle 01' after it
"being so great that the plain was .aotually covered with their bodies, and that
" the heads oí the slain, piled up in various places, formed several pulpits from
"whích the muezzins called the faithful to pl'ayer: indeed, had Alfonso stayed
" to ocontemplate the field. of battle, he would have found' it a terrible lesson to

" him and to his followers. '
" As it was when he arrived at his city [Toledo]" and began to inquire about Dies ?fson:ow

, . and disappoint-
" his friends and courtiers and the brave warriors oí his army, and was told that mento ,

, " every , one of them was either slain 01' a captive in the hands oí the Moslems,
" -when he perceived that wherever he went there was nothing but wailings and
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ce lamentations,-he fell suddenly into a dejected state oí mind, and neither 'ate nor
" drank, until heactually died oí sorrow and disappointment. He left no male
" children, and was succeeded by a daughter, who shut herself up in Toledo."

" Immediately after the battle, Al-mu'tamed went to see Yúsuf, shookhands with
ee him, congratulated him upon the victory he had gained, .and thanked and praised '
" him[for the assistance he had le~t to the common causeJ. , Yúsuf, .on the other
"hand, thanked Al-mu'tamed for his exertions, and the courage which he had
" displayed in the contesto Yúsuf having, in the course of conversation, : asked
" Al-mu'tamed how he was when bis timely aid carne to extricate him from Iiis
" dangerous position, that monarch answered him, e Thou hadst better ask [the
" fugitivesJ; there they are before thee.'

. ce Al-mu'tamed wrote from the field of battle, announcing to his son in Seville <,

" the victory which the Moslems had gained. The letter was thus :conceived:
" e From the camp of victory, this Friday, the 20th of.Rejeb, [A. H. 479J. God
" has exalted the faith, and rendered the Moslems victorious, granting them a .
" manifest victory, routing and putting to flight the idolaters and tinbelievers. · He
" has made the latter taste the awful punishments and excruciating tortures which
" await them [in hell], Praise [be givenJ to God for the signal favours he has
"just granted to us, and the contentment and joy,- he has this day sent down unto
" us By breaking d9wn the powe~ and scattering the forces .of Alfonso, annihilating
c,c the whole oí bis army., and committing so many of his followers to the raging
"tires of hell, where they will not fail to be subj écted to those everlasting torments
" wbich 'are reserved for the infidels. Our victory was. complete: we took and
" Rluntlered his camp, and put to the sword the whole of his men, his most
" renowned warriors and stoutest champions; the slaughter being so great that
" the Moslems are now piling up the heads of the slain, and raising towers from
" wbich to proclaim the hours of public prayer. Praise [be given] to God for .aH his
"favours. As to me, I received a few slight wounds, which at first were painful
" enough, but are now closed. Praise be given to God. Fare thee wel1.'"

In this battle numbers of Moslems won the crown of martyrdom, among whom
were several chiefs and doctors distinguished by their virtues or their talents, such
as Ibn Romeylah, whose dream we have related aboye, Abú Merwán 'Abdu-l-malek
Al-masmúdí, Kádí oí Morocco, and others. (May God .Almighty havemercy
on their souls!) Yet the loss of the Moslems was trifling when compared with
that experienced by the Christians. For many years after the field of battle was so
covered with the carcasses of the sIain, that it was impossible to walk through it
without treading on the withered bones of sorne infide1.

The Moslems remained four days encamped 00 the field of battle, occupied in
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oollecting.vthe, spoila .of" the <~ene~y- ~ ', ; .\Whe:p. i ~v~ry . · ~hing .;h~~~ .b~en ' got .:;t ogether ,
y1Ísuf's....pleasurewaa.consultedwith "regard .to. .the. partition ;. .~ '~ut::~Y)Ísuf, would

notjouch any portioniof the spoil.. and.. gave it . to the.iAndalusian. chieftains.to
be di~ided ,among them,::sayiJJ:g,·,.?I .came not . to :: ·:thi~ · 90untrY;:fo~ J he,::s ake .,of ·.
' :',pluIlde~; \:)came ·J9r no.other purp ósefhan .fhat .of . waging .war. .against .the .
".infidel,;and thereby deserving, the rewards promised to those.who fig"b..t for the
"cause ofGod. '¡'O, W hen . theAndalusian. princes .saw ~Ytisuf"s \generous conduct
witlrregard to .the división (?f the spoil, .they praised .his, ) .iberalitY" ,a nd .thanked
him for it. .

.But toreturn t~ theprincipal subject of our narratíve. .. ':.' .The-battle b~ing· 'over,yús~ visi~s

"Al-mu'tamed invited ,Yúsuf IbnTáshefín to accompany him tc -Seville..and the SeVllle. , .• .

"latter having accepted the .invitation, both princes .repairedtofhat ,eapital, .ac-
" companied by.a numerous and brilliant escort. . ·When Yúsuf Ibri . Táshefín-saw.
"S~ville,which, as iswell known, is oneof the most splendidand magnificentcities

"[i~ the world], hecould not rem~ve his eyes from thesight; and his mind .• was
" absorbed in the contemplatiouof its ·many beauti~s . . Seville is.situated.onjhe
" banks of a large river, intowhich the tid~pours .the waters of . thejsea.cand
" which is navigated by rnerchant ships. trading between Maghreb(Western Africa) .
" and 1\:ndaluso .ro .. the .west of the ,city lies a fertile \district, twentypa.rasangs :in '
" length, in whicli are úpwards of onei thousand hamlets,surround~d .by orchards
" and gardens,where thevine, the .olive, and fig-tree. grow in..great )uxurianceo

."The district is , calledSharaf (Xxarafe), :and . constitutes , . 'one " of ~He , greatest
' ~ beau:ties of Seville," . there being' no other city in the .WesL to .Le compared. to -, .

" ,it pntliis aCyo~nto ' <Dn one side.of the city are the ;palaces .ofAl-DJ.ll'ta~e~ ando
ce. ofhis .father, Al-mu'tadhed. iboth .extremely beautiful [infheirproportionsj.rand
"mostsplendid in their decorations. . In one of thesepalaces,which .wasfurnished ls magní- . . .

c. . . o o . o 1 Y" f lb T ~ h fí .. ' 1 d d'ficently enter-
" .10 J;. thé, occasion with . eve~y' -. reqU;IsIte .ar ti c e, .. usur .. n. -: as e,ln .was.: o ge . tained by the

" with his s~ite,Al~mu'tamed taking c~re ' that.they should be daily provided .with ~¡~; oí that .

" food, drinkyclothes, beqs,&c.; and appointing personato seethat all thewishes
"of his.j-oyal guestwere .fully ..gratified.. Such, indeed; was, the~ttention and
" courtesywhich Al-mu'tamed displayed.on thia.occasion, thatYüsuf could not

.ce/orbe~r showing his gratitude, and ~ thanking 11Í~ for his hospitalityv. .:

.. ',' ,There were in ..:the .suite of Ibn Táshefín [Yúsuf] ..several courtiers...who .were ~he AIU!0ra~ . .
" d . . .' . . f h ' S' 1 I ' h " .r " 'd' 1 o vIdes eVlllce a, exterpusly .calhng t4e .. atteJ.ltIon :.0 t at Utan: to :t e ~ ,comlorts '.an . UXUrIes dispo~it~Oll to

" :by: which he .was ,'surrounded, and to the · ple~sures .and enjoym~rits. 'YlJ.ich his ~:a~;~:~ '..
,' c. host.was'.dailY~ pr~c~ring~for hi~: ,as ~~l1: .as,jnstigatinK; hi~ to .:adopt .a .Is1nlilar . .
" ,morle, of,living' ·f." .One of' the~ . said ::~nce .to"hi~"' .:l\.mong tlle great,adyantages'
" ,.which pow,er ~onfe~s upon ,:a Jring,. 'one is · that it ; . e~ables hiIIi t~ ·pass .his life
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" in pleasure and comfort, as this Al-rnu'tamed and his colleagues [the petty kings
,e of :AndalusJare doing.' .Ibn Táshefin [Yúsuf] was a wise and shrewd man ;
" 'he was neither too prompt in his determinations, nor. too slow in carrying them
" into effect, and as he hadopassed the greater part of his life in his native dese,:,ts, .
,e exposed to hunger and privation, he had no taste for the life of pleasure a~d

. " enjoyment which was recommended to him, and he accordingly rejected the
" advice of his counsellor, saying to him, e It strikes me that this man (meaning
" Al-mu'tamed) is throwing away the power which has been placedin his hands ,
,e for there can be no doubt that the sums of money which he is daily expending to
" support aH this pomp and vanity were formerly in the hands of his subjects,
" from whom he cannot have obtained them by legal means, but through unjust
" proceedings, to spend them in the indulgence of forbidden pleasures and frivolous
e, pastimes; and instead of giving his attention to the good administration and
" defence of his kingdom, and to the welfare and prosperity of his subjects, he
" thinks of nothing else "than satisfying the cravings of bis passions.' And bymy
" life," observes the author from whom we borrow the above narrative, "Yúsuf '
" was right when he said so.

" After this, Yúsuf Ibn Táshefín inquired how Al-mu'tamed conducted himself
"in his pleasures; whether he always led the same dissipated life, or whether
"he sometimes refrained and lived more soBerly. 1Jhe answer was, that- Al­
ee mu'tamed always_led the same life [OL dissiBation and pleasureJ. e And rdo
" Al-mu'tamed's íriends, do his allies, and tlie high functionaries of his court,
'e approve of his conduct and imitate him f '_e No, they do noto '_e Well, then,
" liON are they pleased with him?'_e They are not pleased at all,' was the 'courtier's .
"answer. Hearing this, Yúsuf kept silence, and remained for sorne time wrapt

, ee up in his tboughts.

" In this manner Yúsuf passed some days at Seville. One day, during bis
" stay at that city, aman badly dressed presented himself at the gate of AI­
" mu'tamed's palace, and asked to be admitted into that monarch's presence.
,e Permission being granted to him, the man, who was one of those endowed
" with intelligence and foresigbt in mundane affairs, entered tbe hall where AI­
" mu'tamed was, and having previously bowed down to the earth before him,
" addressed him thus: 'May God prosper thee, Q Sultán! It behoves him who
" has received a benefit to show bis gratitude for it, and give good :advice i~

"return. 1 am thy subject, and although my condition [in life] is one of the
"bumblest, yet 1 deem it incumbent on me to bestow on thee such warning
"and advice as mayhereafter insure thy rule in this country. > Know, then, that
ce it has reached my ears that one of the Africans who carne in the suite of tby

Advice given
to Al-mu­
'tamed.
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." gnest;:Ytisuf Ibn ,Táshefín,' has ' utter éd-certain expressions. víndícatíng that his
ce, countrymen -consider themselves ~ and theirking more deserving than thyself of
" the comforts and rpleasures [which this thy kingdom ,-affords]. 1 ' have ~ been '

" thinking .of an expedient, which, .if thou art inclined vto listen to me, 1 will
" proceed: to ~state.'-' -Speak,'·said Al-mu'tamed impatiently. " ,This man,' con­
"tiIlued the stranger; ., whom . thouhastallowed to :pry into thy kingdom,is
" well known to havesprung Iike a lion upon , the kings of various countries,
"and to .have :.díspossessed .them 'of all their dominions. :Witness ' the Zenátah

" of thaoppositecoast, .whose chiefs he attacked in .succession, and deprived of
" aH their power, and would mercilessly have destroyed, , had not rthe sight 'of
" the luxuries and comforts -by which thouart .surrounded suddenly'filled :him
" with adesire to seize on thy kingdom; nay, .on the whole of this ·island; ' for
" 1 .do not imagine that thy colleagues, the rulers of Andalus; .will fare better
"than thou. Indeed, I am ~old , that Yúsuf isconstantly being importuned by
" his son~, relatives, and others, who all wish .him to fix his rresidence :in .this
"happy. and fertile kingdom of thine. NOW that he has humbled the pride of
" Alfonso, destroyed his army, and delivered thee from him,he will have no

, " difficulty .in accomplishing his design; for, in delivering thee frómanenemy,
" he has 'also deprived thee of the most powerful auxiliary thou'couldst ::have
" against him. ' I can, however, procure tlíeé a betteií ally' and! a warrnen friend

, " than ~lf?nso _himself could be, if thou wilt only follow my advice and seize
" the favourable opportunity which presents itself to-day, and .not "let vit. :pass
"as thou didst that oí Alfonso.f-c-' Aridpray .what is it?' said:Al-mu'tamed.
" '{fhat thou seize the person of thy guést, keep him a 'prisoner tn thy palace,
'" and threaten not to release him unless he issues orders for all Africans to leave ,
" this island forthwith and cross over to the deserts whence they came.: · This
" being done; and when not even a childof his nationremains in this country,
" thou wilt, in concert with theother rulers of Andalus, adopt such measures
," as may be required for the protection of this sea and its shores against any
. " vessels of his that should 'attempt a passage. . : When .all these 'preparations
" are ,' madethou wilt release him, , but not without having first compelled him
" to swear amost solernn oath never again toreturn to this island, unlessthere
" bea previous agreernent between thee and him. " Thou w~lt,' : nioreover, ask
" him ..for hostages, to insure the fulfilment of his word ;" f~r , I :have :'no 'doubt
" he will 'grant thee any thing thou mayst ask him, his life: being more 'valuable
" to ,him than ' ~ll : that is required oí him. ":He .will "then be satisfied with his

" ~ e own nativelsoil,:' which none 'else but him 'can' like, 'and will not covet other
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"people's countries. .Thou wilt be delivered of him, after .being delivered' of
" Alfonso; .and .thou wilt .remain in thy present · condition, enjoying .every'"pro-

, " .sperity : thy fame will spread among the .kings of .this island ; thy power will
" increase, and thy kingdoni extend, and when the people .of this 'country know .'
" ,what thou hast ac~omplished,they will praise thy actand. extol thywisdom.
" Kings shall dread thee, and thou wilt be enabled to accomplish any 'thing thou
" pleasest for the extension oí thy empire and the protectiorr of thy dominions.
" Know, therefore, that thouart called by Heaven to do a deedwhich shall satisfy
" the nations, and without whichoceans of human blood 'shall flow.' . ,

" When Al-mu'tamed heard the man's speech, he seemed to approve of it, and .
" began to ponder in his mind whether he should seize the opportunity which \

." presented itself to him or not. . Whilst he ' was absorbed in his thoughts, . one
" of his courtiers, whom, like many others, Al-mu'tamed was in the habit of
" admitting to his parties of pleasure, addressed himself to the counsellor, and said :
" , It is not for princes like Al-mu'tamed, who is the pattern of every .virtue, to
"commit such a treacherous act as to seize. the person of his guest.'-·"No
"matter,' replied the man, 'treason always takes ··the right fromithe hands oí
" its . possessor, to protect the man who is hard pressed by his enemy.' .12_ '

" 'Injury with good faith,, replied the courtier, 'is preferable to prudence "with
"injustice.' The c~unsellor would go on deíending his opinion, but ,.A:l-mu'tarned
"dismissed him, after thanking him for his good advice, and making him a hand­
" some presento

" It appears, however, that Yúsuf got intelligence of what had passed; for when,
" on the morning of the ensuing day, Al-mu'tamed carne up to him, as usual, with
" costly presents and valuable gifts, he took leave oí him and departed on the
" same day. Sorne historians relate thatYúsuf IbnTáshefín dwelt outside oí
" Seville, .and that when he had been there three days news carne tohim .from
"Maghreb (Western Africa), which required his presence in that country; that
" [Al-mu'tamed] Ibn 'Abbád accompanied him one day and one night, ,after which
" y úsuf, seeing that his wounds were sore, begged and entreated him to return
" to .his capital, which Al-mu'tamed did, not 'without appointing his own .son,
" 'Abdullah, to accompany his illustrious guest to the sea shore, and to cross
" over to Africa with him."

On his return to Seville, Al-mu'tamed sat one day in public, and the people
were admitted to his presence. · He was then congratulated upon his victory,
the Korán was read [in ,his presence], and the poets who stood on each side
,of his throne .recited poems in his praise. "1 was present that day,'.'says :'
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'Abdu-I-jelíl Ibn Wahbiin,". / ' and ' 1 recited before Al-mu'tamed a- poem: which
" I hadcomposed fo~ the occasion ; thereader [of the Koránj read that passage
'.'which :stands thus : " If ye do .not help him, God will ·nevertheless render him .
"victorious [ágainst his enemiesJ.' . I then recited my: own composition, which, .
~ ', by Allah! turned entirelyupon themeaning of that verse." · .

.cnAp. , VL]
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Yúsuf again crosses over to Andalus-Lays siege to Toledo-Deprives 'Abdullah Ibn Balkín oí his
dominions-His generals subdue the rest oí Andalus.-Seyr, the Almorávide, att~cks the King of

Saragossa-Takes the castle oí Roda-Dethrones the Kings oí Murcia and Almeria-Puts to death
Ibn Al-afttas, King of Badajoz-Preparations against Al-mu'tamed-Al-mu'tamed besieged in Seville
-Implores the aid of Alfonso-Taking oí Seville by the Almoravides-Al-mu'tamed is conveyed a
prisoner to ·Mrica-His son 'Abdu-I-jabbár revolts in Andalus-Is killed in the attempt-e-Death oí
Al-mu'tamed-e-Death of Yúsuf Ibn Táshefín-Accession of 'Alí-His campaigns ~ith the Christian:s oí .
Audalus-e-Taking oí Saragossa by the Aragonese-'Alí returns to AndaIus-Alfonso I. invades Anda­
lusia-Arrives before Granada-The Christians oí Granada transported to Mrica-'Alí goes to And~ús

the fourth time-His death.

y ~SUF had no soon~r left the shores of Andalus than Alfonso began again to plan
the destruction of the Moslems. Having put himse1f at the head oí considerab1~

forces, he invaded the dominions of 'Abdu-1-'azíz, King of Murcia, and laid siege to
a strong castle, called Aleyt .(Aledo), which he attacked so vigorously that he ' soon
after took it by storm. Leaving a large force for the defence of the place, Alfonso
retired into his own dominions; but the Christian garrison of Aledo made so many
incursions into the dominions of Al-mu'tamed, that this Sultán was again Jcompelled
to cross over to Africa, and implore Yúsuf's assistance. According1y, in the month
oí Rabi'-l-awál of 481 (May or June, A. D. 1088), the commander of the Moslems
again landed at AIgesiras at the head of a considerable army, and, having united
bis forces to those of Al-mu'tamed, marched to A1edo, which he besieged. . Owing,
however, to sorne misunderstanding which arose among the Andalusian chieftains,"
y úsuf was unable to reduce the place, and after sorne slight incur~ions made into
the neighbouring districts of the enemy, he crossed over to África.

In the year 483 (beginning March 5, A. D. 1090), Yúsuf Ibn Táshefín' visited
Andalus for the third time, in- order to wage war against the infidels. . Having
penetrated as far as Toledo, the court and capital of Alfonso, he besieged it { but,
although he repeatedly attacked the city, laid waste all the country around,
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and prevented . provisions and stores being conveyed to ,it , ':he.was .in the end
compelled to raise"the siege and .return to his dominions across the sea; , T~eysay

that on this .occasion not one of the Andalusian chieftaíns joined the banners . oí
Yúsuf, although they hadbeen particularly requested to do so, which so incensed
that Sultán,that he decieÍed to chastise them for their negligence, and to depri've ' '
them of their dominions. ( ' ,

Among the Andalusian rulers who would not answer the summons of Yúsuf was Depríves

d '1 h lb B lkí h 1 did n .. h SI' . h hi s: b'Abdullah Ibn'Ab ul a n a In, w o ,not on y 1 not J01n t at u tan wit " s torces, ut Balkín oí his
had actual1y concluded a treaty oí. al1iance with Alfonso. Upon him YÚsuf:fir~tdominions.

,wreaked his vengeance, ,,' At his approach, 'Abdul1ah shut the gates of his city, and
made some show oí resistance; but his mother having advised him to try by his
submission to quiet Yúsuf's anger, he went out to meet him,' and gave him the
salém, After this he returned to ,Granada to prepare for ,the reception of. his
'illustrious guest; but Yúsuf had no sooner gained adrnittance .into 'Abdullah's
palace than he seized the personof his host, and .sent him in .irons to Aghmát,
together' with his brother 'Temím, governor ofMalaga, after taking possession of
tlíe imrnense treasures which that Sultán had amassed during a long and pr,osperous
reign. This'Abdullah was the grandson of Bádís, son of Habús, founder of the
dy.nasty oí 'the Zeyrítes of Granada. " '

In the month of Ramadhán oí the saine year ~í\. . H. 483), :Y:úsuf Ibn r.Pásheíín His generala

quitted Andalus for Africa, leaving one of his best generals, named Seyr Ibn .Aoí ~~~d~:1~~
Bekr, with a body of troops to prosecute th é war against the unbelievers . . , After dalus•.

allowing sorne days' rest to his men, Seyr led them against Alfonso, whose king-
dom he invaded, plundering and laying waste the land, slayingand making
captives oí' the inhabitants, reducing the best fortifíed towns and the .strongest
and most inaeeessible fortresses. In this manner he penetrated far into the
Christian territory, . colleeting rieh spoils and immense treasures. . Having .left
bodies of infantry and -cavalry to garrison the places.which he had .taken from
the enemy, Seyr sent toapprise Yúsuf of his sueeess, and to oinform him that
whilst his own troops were performing a senice of danger on the frontiers, waging
incessant war against the Christians, and leading at the same time a lif~ of.hard- '
ship and privation, the kings of Andalus were plunged in , pleasure andsloth,
and their subjeets were enjoying a happy and easylife. He therefore requested
him to send him his instructions respeeting the .said kings,' and to inform him
how he was to deal with them. Yúsuf's answer .was.. thus conceived .." Order
" them to .accompany thee to the enemy's country ; if they :obey, ·well and 'good ; . .
','if they refuse, -lay siege to their cities,attack them one after the other,and

, " destroy them without 'merey. Thou shalt . begin with those prInces whose do.
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"minions border on the : enemy's frontier, and shalt .not· attack Al-mu'tamed
." until thou hast reducedthe rest oí Mohammedan Spain to thyobedience. : rro
." every city .01' town .whichvmay-fhus falt' into thy hands thou shaltappoint a

" " governor from amongthe officers of thy army." - . ' " .
Seyr, ~he Al. . Agreeably to his instructions, Seyr first turned his arms against Ibn Húd [King
moravide, at- , ' .
tacks the Kíng of Saragossa], who was then [residing] at 'Rottah (Roda), .a strong castle 3 fortified
oí Saragossa. . with great art and skill, h áving abundance of .freshwater springing .upat great ·

height, and in which there was, moreover, such a quantityofprovisions and 'stores
ofall kinds collected by the kings his predecessors, that time only could consume '
them. This castle Seyr besieged; but perceiving that he could not . r~duce .it ,
owing to its marvellous strength, he had recourse to the following stratage~. · . One
day he raised the siege, struck his tents, .and went away sqme . distance from . the
castle: having then selected a division of his arrny, he dressed them in the Christian
fashion, and directed them to approach the castle, as if they were friends, and came
to sell them provisions; whilst he himself with the remainder .ofhis forces ,:lay

Takes the 'concealed in the neighbourhood. It happened as Seyr had anticipated. No sooner
castle oí Roda. . . • d h di . d Afri h ' . h' .. had the garrison of Roda perceIve t e isguise rncans, tan, seemg t em , lI?-

srjíall number, and not suspecting any treason, they came .out of the -castle. : and
the go~e¡'nor among them; upon which, Seyr left his place of'concealment, and, .
rushing suddenly 'upon the governor, seízed him with his own hand, made him .
prisoner, and obliged him to surrender bis castle .

. Seyr .next attaékéd tlie Bení Táhir in die eastern parts of Andalus. Having .
advanced upon Murcia, where ['Abdu-r-rahmán] Ibn Táhir" was ruling at the time; ~ .
ñe inv:est.ed that city with all his forces, and compelled that chieftain to surrender
tlie place to him and cross ayer to Africa. The taking of Murcia happened in ' the
month oí Shawwál of the year 484 (A. D. 1091). , . :;

The campaign oí Murcia being at an end, Seyr. ne~t attacked Al-mu'tassem
Ibn Samádeh, .King of Almeria. He sent against him a division oí his army
under the command oí Abú Zakariyyá Ibn Wásinis, 01', according .to other au­
thorities, oí Mohammed Ibn 'A'yeshah. . Having shut himself up .in . the citadel,
which was oí wonderful strength, Ibn Samádeh at first made a stout .resistance; ¡

but :hearing that the Almorávides were in possession of the oity, .and were pre -: ". .
paring to invest the citadel, he fell into a low state of mind, and died oí sorrow.
His son Hosámu-d-daulah 5 then surrendered to the Almoravides, and crossed over :
to Africa in a ship which lay at anchor in the bayo . . ; . .

Puts to death . Seyr then marched to Badajoz, where a king oí the dynasty 'o'fAl-afttas, named
lbn Al-afttas, d
King oí Al-mutawakkel 'Ornar Ibn Mohammed, .of whom previous mention has be~nma e,
Radajoz. . •• •

was relgnlng at the time. Seyr besieged him [in Badajoz], made .him pnsoner,
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and seized on all his dominions and treasures, Sorne time after he put him to
. death, together ·with his two sons,AI-fadhl and Al-tabbás.

OnlyAl-mu'tained remained." Seyr wrote to acquaintYúsuf with ' what hePrepartatAioluS .
. . " agams -

had done, .and to ask him for further instructions respecting the .Sult án of Seville. mu'tame~. '

y úsuf's answer .was, that he should propose tú him to cross over to Africa with
all his family and household: if he consented, he was to .be nowise molested,
but if he refused .ihewas tomake war against him and to besiege himin hiscapital,
and,'when taken, to transport him to Africa, like the .rest of theAndalusian rulers,
Accordingly, Seyr sent a messenger to Al-mu'tamed, acquainting him with Yúsuf''s

, pleasure,and begging to ~e informed wbat his intentions 'were ; but 'Al-mu'tamed
retunied no answer; upon which Seyr besieged him in his capital, which .he took
bystorm, .and having made Al-mu'tamed his prisoner, .sent him over to -Africa
with his family and children, as 'we are about to .relate in the words of an Anda:.. '
lusian writer. :

Seyr had nosooner heard of Al-mu'tamed's disobedience to theorders of Yüsuf ~b~~:~:e~
Ibn Táshefín tban he prepared to execute that Sultán's commands. Accordingly, Seville.
ñaving detaclied a portion .of his army 'to Cordova against 'Al-fat'h Al-mámún,
one of Al-mu'tél:med's sons, he himself, with the remainder of the Almorávides;

rnarched to Seville. After taking possession of Carmona, which surrendered to
him on Saturday the 27th of Rabi' thei. first , before tlie hous of sunsett . S~yt
advanced upon that capital, which he invested. Meantime, Abú 'Abdillah Ibnu-l­
háj, who went in command of the forces sent against Cordova, after reducing on
his road the cities of'.Baeza and Ubeda, and the castle of Al-balate, appeared in
sight of tháf city; ;which he soon after took by storm, on Wednesday the 3rd
day -of Safar.7 " Al-mámún was taken prisoner and irnmediately beheaded, ' Another
of Al-mu'tamed's sons, whose name was Yezíd Ar-rádhí,shared a similar fate ..
His father had appointed him governor of a strong castle called Ronda,' to the
north of Malaga. Seyr having dispatched against' him one of his officers, named
Jerúr Al-hashemí," he was takeri and put to death, andhis head brought to the
camp of Seyr, who had it paraded on a spear before the walls of Seville.

Al:mu'tamed, seeing himself surrounded by enemies, sent to implore the aid ~~p¿~r~~f~~~o.
ofAlfonso, ,who sent an army to his relief; but Seyr having detached ten thousand
horse under an experienced o:fficer, named Abú ,: Is'hák Al-lamtüní, the Christians
were .kept in check, and did not proceed beyond Almodovar. The siege meanwhile
was prosecuted with unabated visour . Al-mu'tamed defended himself with greato · ,
courage for a whole month, until the Almorávides having fought their way into
the city, hewascompelled to surrender. The poet Ibnu-l-lebbánah has preserved
sómedetails ofthis memorable siege, from which we borrow the following passaga:

VOL. 11. 2 Q

- •__._~ ~••.. . '_0' 0_._.__ . _••__ . '_.' •.••_...:._ .~-:__ •• ••__._-.•.•_. _. _..~- .- -- -. ---. - ....------- ----- _ .. ...:.-----~



,.....,..~..:

, [BOOK VIII.HISTORY OF THE MOHAMMEDAN'298
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" During the siege of Seville by the Almoravides under Seyr, a party of ,Al.:.
" mu'tamed's men meditated treason against him; but that Sultán received intel­
" ligence of their plans, and was enabled to defeat them, Although their crime '
" was proved,and 'he was advised to seize their persons, and take away their lives,
" he was prompted by his magnanimity and his generosity.,to leave them un:'
" molested, and allow .them to fly from the city.

" One day Al-mu'tamed quitted his palace to inspect the fortifications and
ee encourage the garrison by his example. He was dressed in awide tunic [over
" his armour], and in hishand glittered a sharp scimitar, which soon .became

'." notched and tarnished through repeated striking. Havingarrivedat one .of the
ee city gates, 'he found there a warrior renowned for bis courage and strength, who
ee had just forced his way into the city. The warrior aimed a blow at him with his
" spear; but the weapon buried itself in Al-mu'tamed's tunie without touehing his
"body. Al-mu'tamed let fail his scimitar on the back of the warrior's neek, and
" made his head roil on the ground. , At sight of this exploit," adds Ibnu-l-
lebbánah, "several of the Almoravides, who were standing on the top of ·the
"eity walls, threw themselves down, the enemy abandoned the gates of whieh they
" had taken possession, and direeted their steps elsewhere. We all thought that
" after this [manifestation of fear] the city would be freed from the enemy" and
,ce that the cloaR of proteetion was once more thrown over us; but we were greatIy
" mistaken: on Sunday, the 21st of Rejeb, affairs grew all of a sudden much
" worse, and the Almoravides entered tlie eity on toe river side."

Another historian says that the Almoravides took possession of Seville on the.
22na. day of Rejeb; 9 that they had no sooner entered the eity than they began
to slay the inhabitants and to plunder their houses. Al-mu'tamed then .left his
palace, mounted and armed, taking with him his son Málik, surnamed Fakhru-d­

daulah (glory ofthe state), who was soon after put to death by the Almorávides,
and trampled under the horses' feet. After performing prodigies .of valour, AI­
mu'tamed returned to his palace, dejected in spirits and torn by affiiction. When
night carne on, he sent his eldest son, Ar-rashíd, to the tent of Seyr Ibn Abí Bekr ;

, but the Almoravide general would not receive him, and eommissioned one of his
slaves to hear his message. Ar-rashíd then returned to his father, and told .him
that there was no hope of mercy; upon which Al-mu'tamed took an affeetionate
leave of all his family, and, hiding his face in his hands, waited with resignation for
his fate. Shortly after Seyr entered the palaee, and having eommunieated to
Al-mu'tamed the orders of which he was the bearer, told him to prepare to go
to Africa. Aceordingly; having embarked with his family and children on board
a galley prepared for him, he sailed under an escort to Tangiers, where he landed in

Al-mu'tamed
is conveyed a
prisoner to
Africa.
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the month of Sha'bán. ' Soon after there carne ' an order from Yüsuf Ibn Táshefín,
enjoining .him 'to ,go to the castle oí Aghmát; and .he,was accordingly removed to
that fortress . with. such among ' his wives, children, and servants, ' as consented
to share his captivity. Al-mu'tamed's eldest son, surnamed Ar-rashíd, accompanied
him thither. His name was 'Obeydullah, and his kunyá'or appellative Abú-I-hasan.

, His father, who destined him for his successor, had caused him sorne time previous
to be proclaimed as such at Seville. : Al-mu'tamed was likewise followed to Aghmát
hy his wife 'Itimád, who was the mother of most of his childrenvto whom he
always was more deeply.nttached than to any other of "his women. ' Her name

at first was Romeykiyyah, and she was so named from her master; Romeyk Ibn
Hejáj, of whom Al-mu'tamed had purchased her. The surname. of 'Itimád was
given ' to her by Al-mu'tamed." She was a good poetess, and well versed in
literature. She died at Aghmát some time before her husband.

Historians have recorded many acts of gallantry of Al-mu'tamed towards his
wife Romeykiyyah, . among which we select . the following one. That princess
happened one day to meet, not far from her palace in Seville, some country women:
selling milk in skins, and walking up to their ankles in mudo On her return to

, tbe palace, she said to her royal spouse, "1 wish 1 and my slaves could do as those
"women are doing." Upon ' which Al-mu'tamed issued orders that the whole
of his pqlace should be strewn with a thick paste made of amberg~is, musk, and
camphor, mixed together and dissolv.ed in: rose-water. . He then comnianded that
a .number of vessels, slung from ropes ' of toe finest spun sil'K, shóüld De procured; .

.and thus arra~ed, Romeykiyyah and her maids [went out of the harem and]
splaslied in tliat mua. ll It is likewise related that on the .same day in which
Al-mu'tarned was deprived of his liberty and throne, sorne angry .words passed
between him and Romeykiyyah, as is often the case between man and wife. In .the
middle of the dispute, Romeykiyyah, ' whose pride was wounded, ,said to .Al~
mu'tamed, "By Allah! 1 never saw any good come from thee.t'-e- ce Not even
,e tbe day of the mud P" inquired Al-mu'tamed, meaning by that the day in which,
to satisfy a mere whim oí her's, he had spent treasures the amount of which no one
hut God can estimate. , When Romeykiyyah heard this answer she blushed and
kept silence.

A.l-mu'tamed remained in confinement till the moment of his death; :which :
took place four years, or thereahouts, after the taking of Seville by. Seyr Ibn .Abí
Bekr. Some time befare his death one oí his sons, named :,Abdu-l-jabbár,
mads an attempt to re-establish the power of his family in Andalus ; but he
failed,and perished in the undertaking. The event is thus related by a credible
historian:
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An infiuential citizen of Malaga, named Ibn Khalaf, was put under arrest, together
with other friends and relatives of his, for some misdemeanour of which they were
accused. One day, however, . Ibn Khalaf and his comrades brokeout of their
prison and fled. Having .arrived at night before the castle of Montmayúr (Monte­
mayor), Ibn Khalaf' and his followers surprised and expelled the governor; but

H.is sO,n 'Abdu. did him no harm. Whilst they were thus engaged, there happened topass near
l-jabbár revolts . '.. • e '

in Andalus. the castIe aman whom they did not know at first, but who, upon lnqulry, turned
out to be 'Abdu-I-jabbár, son. of .Al-mu'tamed. Hearing who he was, Ibn Khalaf

.and his friends immediately chose him for their commander,and 'conducted"him
to the castle, where he remained, the people [of the countryJ thinking all the time
that he was Ar-rádhí." SOrne time after a ship, called the ship of Ibn Zaraká, .
arrived fromWestern Africa, and cast anchor in the port of As-sajrah (Sagra),
close to the castle; and the crew, having landed, [entered the castle, and] took
the banners, the drums; and all the stores and provisions which it contained.
In this manner the rebellion increased. and spread. The mother of 'Abdu-I-jabbár
then carne to the castle ; upon which the prince sent messengers to Algesiras and ,10

Arkosh (Los Arcos), and seeing that they were well received, repaired thither
'in person, and made his entry into that fortress in the year 488 CA. D.I095).

When y úsuf Ibn Táshefín heard of the rising of 'Abdu-l-jabbár, he sent orders to
Aghmát to have Al-mu'tamed put in chains. It was in allusion to this that he
composed these twa verses:

" Chains! ao ¡ye not know that ]J am a; Moslem ~ I will watch at night,
" until ye are moved to pity.

" Abú Háshirn will gaze on ye, until he melts your iron heart." 13 .

'ABdu-I-jabbár,however, did not maintain himself long in his po~ition. .. No
sooner was Seyr Ibn Abí Bekr apprised of his rebellion, than he sent against him,a
body of troops, who besieged him for sorne 'months in his castle of Arcos, until he
was killed by an arrow shot by the enemy. After the death of 'Abdu-l-jabbár,
his partisans still held out, but they were at last overpowered and slaughtered
to a .man.

Al-mu'tamed died at Aghmát in the month of Rabi' the first, of the year 488
(Marchor April, A. D. 1095). Ibnu-s-seyrafí says in Dhí-l-hajjah of the same year
(Dec. A. D. 1095).14 He was born at Beja in the year 431 (beginning Sept.. 22, .
A. D. 1039), and had occupied the throne of Seville for a period of twenty-seven
years, from 461, when he began to reign, t0488 (A. D. 1095), when he was
dethroned .and conveyed to Africa, as aboye related.

The histories of Andalus are filled with praises of this monarch. "Al-mu'tamed,"
says Ibnu-l-kattá', in his work entitled Lamahu-l-malli (sanies of wit) ,15 being a.
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biography of the .Andalusian poets, "was the . most liberal, high..minded, and '
" munificent of all the rulers ofAndalus, owingfo which . circumstance his court
" became the meeting-place of the learned, and his capital the resort of poets and
" Iiterarymen ;sO much so that there never was a king at whose court a greater

. " nuinber of eminent men were assembled."
He was himself an excel~ent poet, as appears fron1 the many elegant verses 'which

Al-fat'h, Ibnu-l-hijárí, Ibnu Sa'íd, and, aboye all; Ibnu-l-lebbánah, cite in their
works. The last-mentioned writer, who was one of Al-mu'tamed's Wizírs, and
visited that prince inhis confinement, made a coHection of all his verses, as well
as oí those of his father and grandfather, which he entitled Sakíttu-d-doror wa
la.kíttu-zohor Ji sha'ri-bni 'Abbád (the falling of the pearls .and the spreading of

. the .flowers : on the poetry oí the Bení 'Abbád) .16 Ibn Bessám, in the Dhakhírah,
gives also many, which he describes as being sweeter than the blooming calyx
oí odoriferous flowers. "No .poet," he says,. "ever equalled him in tenderness
" of soul, and in the sentiment which prevailed throughout his verses. . Wishing
"uponone occasion to send the women of his harem from Cordova to 'Seville~

" he went out and travelled part of the roadwith them from night till sunrise .
" of the ensuing day.; he then took leave of them, and returned [to Cordova],
" repeating extempore several verses, of which the foHowing two form part: !

, I accompanied them wlien nignt flíad spread l1er 'impen rious veil, so as to
, conceal to the sight the traces of the travellers[

" I stopped and took leave [of tliemJ; ana the lianas oí morning stole fróm
, me those bright stars.' 17

". rrHis last idea," oHsetves Ibn Bessám," is exceedingly beautiful." .'
Among the singular andextraordinary circumstances connected with Al-mu'tamed '

orre is, that when he was buried at Aghmát and the funeral service was read over
his tomb, the prayer of the stranger was chanted, as ifhe had been an adventurer,
without having regard either to the nobility of hisbirth, or to .the extension oí
his empire, 01' the splendour and magnificence of his court; or to his having ruled
over Seville and its districts, Cordova and its Az-zahrá, Such, however, are the

. ways of this world.

We might fil1 volumes with anecdotes respecting that prince; but as we have
already given in " the seventh chapter :of this work several extracts from the
Kaláyidu-l-'ikiyán and other works where the biography oí Al-mu'tamed is given
at large, we will abstain from dwelling any longer on the subject.· Suffice it to say,
that the memory of that il1ustrious Sultán is still alive in the West, and that
his. tomb at Aghmát is well known -and much frequented by travelIers. The Wizír
Lisánu-d.dín Ibnu.l-khattíb once went to . that .place for the express purpose of

n
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visiting the spot where Al-mu'tamed lay (may God show 'him mercy!); and his
mind being disposed to refiection by the sight 'of it, he composed those celebrated
verses which we intend giving hereafter, when we come .to treat oí his poetry-->
sweeter than the odoriferous gales oí spring, and more beautiful than beauty
itself.

We also visited the tomb of Al-mu'tamed, and that of Romeykiyyah, the mother
of his children, when we were at Morocco in the year 1010 (A. D. ·1601).We
arrived at Aghmát, and, not knowingwhere that prince wasburied, we proceeded
to inquire from suc~ oí the inhabítants as we chanced to meet. 'For some time 'out .
inquiries were unsuccessful, but at last an old man, ' bent ' with age, showed us­
theplace, saying, "Here lies a king of Andalus, and by his side she whom his
heart loved tenderly." . We recognized the spot, such as Ibnu-I-khattíb described
it 'iil his verses,-a gentle eminence. We remained for some time fixed to the
spot, assailed by fear and thought; our mind soon carried us away to the con-
templation of the impenetrable mysteries oí. Providence, and we could not help
exclaiming, ~ " praise to Him who gives the empire' to whomsoever he pleases! '
" There is no God but Him l , He is the heir of the earth, and oí every thing that
"is on it, and he is the best of heirs ! " But to resume ' the thread oí our

narrative.
Death oí Yúsuf, In the year 500, ~orne liistorians add in tlle níóritli of Moharvam (Sept. A. D: 1-1 06),
Ibn Tásheíín~

died at Morocco the commander of the Moslems, Y;ÚSUL Ibn Táshefín. Some time ,
before his death he liad appointed his son Abú-l-Basan 'AJí to be his successor,
and caused him to be recognized as such throughout his African, as _well as
kndalusian dominions, They say that when he felt his end approach.iYúsuf sent
for him, and recommended to him three things. He was not to disturb the African e

tribes inhabiting the gorges of the Atlas 01' the deserts to 'the south [of Morocco], ,
such as theMasmúdah and others , he was to conc1ude a peace with Ibn 'Húd,;
the Sultán of Saragossa, in order to allow him to carry onwar against the infidels ;
and, lastly, he was to fix his court at Seville, not at Cordova. ' .

;¡~~~ssion oí '- On the death of Yúsuf Ibn Táshefín, which, as aboye related, happened 'in
. the year 500 (Sept. A. D.II06),18 his son 'Alí, surnamed Abü-l-hasan, succeeded

hini. 'Ají was then twenty-three years old, having been born at Ceuta in the
year ,477 (beginning May 9', A. D. 1084). He followed the steps oí his abÍe
father, ;although he fell short of him in some things. In Andalus he kept off
the enemy' of God from the dominions of Islám, and made incessant war on
theChristians. ,He was equally prosperous in Africa, until God ' Almighty
decreed the rising of Mohammed Ibn Tuimarta, surnamed Al-mahdí, the founder
of the dynasty of the Al-muwáhhedún (Almohades), who ceased not to sap the
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.foundationa -of the Lamtúnite dynasty until. he ; nearly accomplished its ruin;

.for, although .he himself never could reduce ' Morocco, .h e conquered extensive
provinces, and appointed for his lieutenant ' and s-q,ccessor ,'Abdu-l-múmen .Ibn
.'AJí, who, in the year 541, took that wealthy .capital by storm, and became in
time ,the ruler of the West. ) ,

'Alí . crossed four times , to Andalus; once in .. the .lifetime of his father. .He His wa~s ~ith
. , , ' , ' ,the Christians

crossed a second time in the year 503 {beginning .J uly 30, A. D. 1109), when o~ Andalus.
he reached as far as Toledov.and besieged it for sorne time. ' Although he could
.n ot r educe thatcity, owing to the strength of itawalls. :he nevertheless took
Talavera, Majoritt ,(Madrid), :W áda-l-hajárah (Guadalaxara), and other fortresses
and towns of those districts, defeated the Christians whenever they dared show
.themselves, a~dcolle~ted incredible spoiLMeanwhile 'his generalvSeyr 19 Ibn
Abí Bekr, wasinñicting terrible blowsupon the Christians of Al-gharb (Algarve),
who,profiting .by the absence of the Almoravides, had extended ,their conquests in
those parts. Seyr retook thecities of Shantireyn (Santarem), Battaliós (Badajoz),

, ·Bortokál · (Oporto); Yéborah (Evora), andAlishbrinah (Lisbon) ,20 and purged the .
whole of those western provinces from the filth of the infidels.

Whilst these eventswere passing, Adefunsh Ibn Radmir(Alfonso l. of Aragon),
. \

King oí a nation .of .Franks called the Barcelonese, .was .grievously afHicting the
Moslems upon their north-eastern frontier. Having defeated and slain Al-musta'ín
Ibn Húd in an encounternear Tudela,21 in. A. H. 503, he thought oí notliing less than

, subjecting the whole of the Thagher (Xragon) to His detesta151e foule. Accordingly, Taking oí Sa-, . , ' ragossa by the
.he kept going backwardsand forwards to Saragossa, casting a ·wistfu1 eye overAragonese.
,that city, and hov.eIdng in . its .immediate neighbourhood, .a s the hungry vulture

. over hisprey; but Temím Ibn Yúsuf, whom 'Alí had left ,. togovern Andalus
,in his absence, was so' much on the alert that the Christian monarch found no
opportunity r to carry 'his wicked plans into execution. -At last, in the year 512
(beginning April23, A~ D. 1118), thinking that the time 'was . · c~me to strike á.

. decisive blow, Alfonso sent [messengers] to ~the land of Afranjah {France), sum­
.moníng all the Christian nations .there "to .assist him in his undertaking , and the
people of those countries, having answered his call, flocked under his standard

, like swarms of locusts ,or , ants. " Alfonso soon found himself at the head of '
innumerable .forces,with which he encamped befare Saragossa. In order the
more effectually .to .attack the eity, he came 'provided with lofty wooden towers
:placed .upon wheels, , by means . of 'which his men could approach the walls; he
also brought thundering machines 22 which .. he planted against ,the .city, as well
.as twenty manjanik or catapults, The siegelasted until the provisions were

, exhausted, and the greaté(rpart '.of :thepop~lation , hado died of ·l~.,l.~nger, when

: , . , ~
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those who remained sent a messáge toAlfonso, asking for a truce" andoffering,
if they were not relieved within a certain time, to surrender. the town .to him.
The .[grand-]son of Ramiro granted their request; butas .no succour icame, the
people ofSaragossa were obliged, ,a t .the .expiration . of the truce, to open their
gates and surrender their city to the enemy.P The Christians had not been many.
days in possession of Saragossa when a body of twelve thousand cavalry, which
the commander of the Moslems, 'Alí Ibn Yüsuf, had sent to its .relief, appeared
before the walls ; but .finding that the .infidels had taken the city, the Almorávides
went away without attempting even to snatch it from their hands. Saragossa, "
however ,was .not the only city. which that accursed Christian ' reduced , he took
.also Ka1'at Ayúb (Calatayud), : and other .important towns oí those districts,"

Battle of and soon after he defeated the Almoravides at a place called Kutandah (Cutanda). '
Kutandah.

ce' This city,"says a contemporary writer. . ce the nameaf which .some authors
,,e write with a kef, and others with a kof, is a town of the district of Darúkah
" (Daroca), in the province of Saragossa, in the upper Thagher (Aragon). Near
" it the Mos1ems (may God .restore them 'to their pristine vigour 1) were com­
" p1etely defeáted by .Alfonso, .with the loss of about twenty thousand vo1unteers,
" although, strange to say, not one of the .regular army perished in the action.
ee 'Fhe Moslems were commanded on the occasion by the Amir Ibráhím, son of
" Yúsuf Ibn Táshefín,25 the same prince.to whom A:l-fat'h dedicated his Kaláyidu-í­
"'ikiyán. Among the illústrious Mos1ems who died marty'rs for the faith on that
" disastrous (lay, we may count tlíe SHeikh Abú 'Alí As-sadfí, and his equal. in
" virtue and ta1ents, Abú 'Abdillah Ibn Al-fará, Both went out of Va1enciato
" figlit again~t the enemy of God, hut never returned to their friends."

,THe Kádí Abú Bekr Ibnu-l-'arabí was a1so present at thebattle, but he escaped
alive. It is related by more than one historian that when the discomfited army
entered Valencia, a man carne up to Abú Bekr and asked him how he .was, 'and
that he answered, "1 am like one who bas lost botb his tent and his cloak,"
thereby meaning tbat he had lost all that he possessed in this world.. The aboye
is a proverb well known in the West, and it means that whoever has lost .his .
clothes and his tent has lost every tbing in tbis world. .

'Alí returns to Thenews of these disasters induced the commander oí the Mos1ems again to
Andalus. '

cross the Strait at the head of his Almoravides. In tbe year 513 (beginning
April 13, A. D. 1119) ', he landed. atAIgesiras, and, after staying sorne time first
at Sevil1e and then at Cordova, 'directed his march towards the western provinces
of Andalus, where he caused the ravages of a storm. His presence, moreover, ,, '

, was enough to cast terror into the hearts of'.the i enerny, whose stoutest warriors

fíed for _refuge behind the walls of their castles. Having recovered sorne of. the
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lost -fortresses, and provided forthe ¡ government of Andalus, which he again in-:
trusted oto his br~tlier Temim, .the :commander 'ofthe Mosl~ms' 'crossed 'over to

hisAfrican dominionsin the year 515 (begjnni~g, March 21, A.1? o: 1121).
, 'Alí IbnYúsuf had no sooner quitted the shores of Andalus than the Christians Alfonso I. in­

ofevery denominationbegan to get into motionand to prepare themselves for fresh ~:~:~ Anda·

aggressionson the Moslem territory. v-Alfonso, the King ofToledo, had, it is true,
.died of sorrow and disappointment when he ',heard that bis onlyson [Sancho], the.
heir ,to ,his crown, had been slain in a battle with the Almoravides; 26 but there
remained to the east of the Mohammedan possessions another Alfonso, who preved
equally destructive to .the :worshippers of the true God. , Elated with his past
successes, and with the taking of Saragossa, he ,made an Incursion into 'the 'south
oí' Andalus, and having traversed the greater part of that country ·in his inarch,
arrived before Granada, where he ,encamped. ' .

According to the author of a history oí the Almoravides, entitled Anwáru-l- Arrives before

jaliyyah Jí táríkh daulati-l-morábetiyyah (the rays of dazzling light: on th'e history Granada.

of the Almórábitedynasty),27 the Mu' áhidín or Christian population of Granada 28 '

, were the cause of this invasion, for they had frequently written to Ibn Rad~ir

, (Alfonso), iriviting himito come among them, and promising to rise in ' arms .
the moment he shoúld show -himself .in those parts. Accordingly, about the
beginning of Sha'bánof the year 515 ,~0ctober; A . D. 1121}, 'Alfonso started"[from

, .his dominionsJ ' at the head of- a numerous and well-appointed ar~y;, without
acquainting any one with the object of bis expeditioii; and proceeded to ~alericia, :
where there was a body of .Almoravides under the command of Abú Mohammed
Ibn ~edersen.29 After besieging the city in vain for ' several days, Alfonso raised
his camp and proceeded to Jezírah-Shukar ,(Alcira), where he ' was not .more
fortunate, for the inhabitants made a valiant defence. He then went to Denia
and to .Xatiba, and thence to Murcia, and afterwards to Beyrah (Vera) . After .

I this he crossed the valley .of Al-mansúrah (Almanzora), descended to Bursénah
(Purchena), and halted sorne time at ·W áda ,Taghlah .30 He then went to Bastah
(Baza), and thence to W ádi-Ash (Guadix), in the neighbourhood ,of which '. he

halted, taking up his quarters at a "village close to that city, called Al-kasr
(Alcazar). Here Alfonso remained for about a month, making attacks upon the
city of Guadix, which, however, he could not réduce.31After this he marched to
Dejmah32 (Dierma), close to Granada, and encampedthere. It was at day-break of
the gre,at festival, 'or 10th of Dhí-I-hajjah, that .the tents of Alfonso were first
,se~n , in the distance in' an eastern direction: , the inhabitants were thrown into

,the utmost consternation by ' the sight, and' the prayer of fear was said in the
mosques ; ' the people flew to arms and prepared for resistance. ·Alfonso, however,
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made ·no attack upon, the city; and, after remaining for about ten days encamped
at Dejmah, where the Christians of the neighbourhood brought him provisions
for his host, he raised his tents on the 25th of Dhí-l-hajjah (March ñ, A. D. 1122),
and went to Marsénah [MarchenaJ, and thence to Yenish ; 33 .and the next rnorning .
to a town called As-sekáh, in the dístrict of Kal'ah Yahssob. After stopping three
days at that place, Alfonso took the road to Bayénah (Baena), passed by Kabrah
(Cabra), where he halted sorne .days, and went to Al..lusénah (Lucena) . Having

. " ~eceived intelligence that the Almorávides of Granada. .under the cornmand of
Temim Abú Táhir, were in pursuit oí him, he went to Belali" and thence fa
Fahssu-d-danisiil, where he was overtaken by the Moslems. I A battle ensued,
in which the Moslems had at first the advantage , but their general ' having given
orders to remove the tents frorn a low to a high ground, . the order was mis­
understood, a panic struck the troops, and the Christians made themselvesmasters
of their campo

Alfonso next went towards the sea shore by the road of Shalúbániah (Salobreña).
They say -th~t as he crossed the deep and narrow valleys -watered by the .river
of that name, he exclaimed in his native language, "What afine tomb this would .
make, if we had any one to throw the earth over us !" FroIU Shahibániah Alfonso

took a western direction and reached the coast of Belesh (Velez-Malaga), where
he caused a small boat to be made, and, sending out peoRle to fish forhim« at~

of the fish which they; brought hir;n, as if he .had made a :vow, or wished to have
his memory p-erpe~uated by dIe exploit. From Melez-Malaga the Christian 'king
returned once more to Granada, and pitched his tents at a village called Dolar,"
three parasangssouth of Granada. After staying two days there he removed to
the town of Hamadán," in the neighbourhood of which there were sorne notable
skirmishes between his host and that of the Moslems. Two days after he marched .

to Al-faraj, .and encamped at a place called 'Ayn At~sah,37 but perceiving that
the Moslems were surrounding him on every side. . he marched in the . direction
of Al-borájelát," thence to Al-laghün," and lastly to Wádi-Ash (Guadix) . . Here,

seeing that the cavalry of the Almoravides were close upon him.rand that hehad .
lost a number oí his bravest knights, he determined upon returning to his own

dominions. Accordingly he .took an eastern direction, arid passing by .Murcia,
Xativa, Denia, Valencia, &c., reached the capital of his kingdom, not without having
lost in the expedition the best part of his warriors.

The Christians It has been said above that the Al-mu'áhidln or Christians living in the terrítory
oí Granada
transported of Granada were the principal cause of 'Alfonso's invasion, since they had .not
to Africa.

.only.instigated him to penetrate so far into the Mohammedan territory, promising
him every aid and assistance in their power, but they had provided bis army with

~~~~~.,...,...,."..-----------------_ __...•_..----_.__.._-- ---- _ ._.._-•..- : _-._ --- - -
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every necessary, had guided him, and numbers of them had joined his ,banners,
, , ' \

The traitors, however, did not escape the chastisement which they deserved. At
the solicitation of several respectable 'citiz,ens of Cordova, Seville, and other places,
the eelebrated Kádí Abú-I-walíd Ibn Roshd (Averroes) crossed over to Africa,
and, having had an .interview with ,'AJí, explained to that Sultán the dangerous
situation in whieh the Moslems of Andalus were, having to fight enemies abroad . '
and .guard against traitors at horneo He besought him to rernedy the evil, by
ordering the transportation of the Christians who lived about Granada: and the
other districts lately overrun by Alfonso ~ and the eomrnander of the Moslems,
yielding to his solicitations, issued the requisite orders, and thousands of that
treacherous population were embarked and removed to Meknásah, Salé," and
other towns. of Western Afri~a~ " . "

In'the year 515,.the,commande~ of ihe Moslemscrossed overagain ,Ú~ And~lus, 'Alí goes to

, d ' t rt dov , " ' . , d' t b ' h' h' h d ' . . e "d ' , Andalus theIn or er o pu .. ,O"TJl, Sorne serrous IS ur ances w le ' a ansen In ' , or Ova, fourth time,
, ' , , ~

and also tú 'wagé 'waÍ' against the infidels. He liad not been long in thatcountry
when messengers carne to him from Africa, announcing the rising oí Mohammed
Ibn Tiumarta, better known in history by the surnaine oí Al-mahdl (the leader).
'AJí, .therefora. crossed .over to Morocco, and neverufterwards visited .his Anda...
lusian dominións, the govemment -of whieh, asbefore, he ,intrüsted t o hisbrother
:Abú Táhir Temím, and athis 'death, which happened in 520 EA. D. 1126)-; to his
ownsoil 'Táshefín"
. 'Alí 'died. a t Morocco in Rejeb 'of fhe yeat 537 ~rran. b y Ifeb. Al . D. 1143).. l ,'His Death of."Alí

d th ' h ' , d bl' '1 h .ha af d H ' .. . t 'd l bn YÚsuf.ea " owever, was .notmace pu icunti t reemont is arterwar s. ' · e appoln e
his son ~ásHefín to be .his -successorvand desired to be .interred 'in .the public
cemetery, which was done. He had reigned thirty..six years .and seven months." .

"'--'~--~-_...I-_-------..._Iiii
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Accession oí Tásheíín Ibn 'Alí-His wars with the Almohades-His death-Conquests oí the Christians
l ' .

-Formation oí small kingdoms-The Almohades invade Andalus-e-Almeria taken by Alfonso 11. oí , '
Castile-c-Cordova besieged by' Alfonso-c-The Almoh~des retake Almeria-Accountof the rebeloIbn
Mardailísh-'Abdu-I-múmen crosses over to oAndalus-Buildsthe castle oí. Gibraltar-Ibn Humushk
takes by.surprise the-city oí.Granada-Is .besieged by the Almohades-Makes bis ,submission-c-Death. . '

, oí'Abdu-l-múmen.

ON' the death of 'Alí Ibn Yúsuf, his son Táshefín, surnamed Abú Mohammed,'
succeeded him. The whole of his reign-which was oí very short duration-s­
was spent in zwar with the Al-muwáhhedún oroAlmohades, wliose :vising · under
his father's . reigI! we have recorded. Although fheir leader; Abú. 'Abdillah .
Mohammed Ion Tiumarta, llaa died in 524 ~A:ugust, :A. D. 1130), .his .successor
'Abdu..l-múmen had since followed in 'his track, and was fast overthrowing the
tottering empireof the Almoravides. Táshefín fought several engagements with. .

. tliem, in some of which he carne off victorious i- but in 539 (A. D. 1144), having .
left his capital, Morocco, to attack 'Abdu-l-múmen, he was defeated by that.general
near the city of Telemsán, and compelled to take refuge within its walis. , ShortIy
after, not deeming himself secure there, he fied to Wahrán, whither he was fol-

His wars with lowed by the victorious Almohades. For some time. Táshefín defended himself
,~~~~~mo- valiantly; but at last, seeing that he could not escape the hands of his. enemies,

he determined upon leaving the city at night and retiring to ·a castle which he .
had built on the sea shore, hoping to be able from thence to cross over to Andalus:
'Abdu-l-rmimen, however, having received intelligence of his plans, ordered that
the .city should be more closely invested, that the sentries should be doubled,
and fires lighted at certain distances in his camp, to prevent the Sultán's escape. {
On the 27th of Ramadhán, A. H. 539 (March 23, A. D. 1145), Táshefín left Wahrán
under cover of night, accompanied by a few confidential servants. He rode a

His deatb. celebrated mare called Ríhánah, a very swift animal, but whiIst galloping over

) '
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the mountains she fell down a precipice. , and the body oí. Táshefín was found the
. next morning stretched at the bottom of a: deep ravine. .

,Táshefín was succeeded by his son Abú Is'hák Ibráhím, whom he had left
to command -at . Morocco .during his absence , but .'Abdu-l-múmen, after reducing
Telemsán, in A. H. 540, and Fez aild Salé in 541, . marched against that capital,
which .he besieged and took in ' Shawwál, A~ H~ ' ~~1 , (March, , A. n~ ''1147), putting
to death:the unfortunate Ibráhím, who fell a prisoner intohis hands. .

During the wars .between the. .Almorávides .and Almohades, .the Moslems .of Conquests oí

Andalus were left a ' prey t~ . the murderous infidels, who attacked them every the Christians.

where with the greatest fury, took their cities and towns, and led r thousands oí
them into .captivity. In this . manner .the Christians oí Toledo e.xtended .their
ravages to the very walls of Cordova,? and thought of nothing shortof establishing
'their .abominable rites in the very city which had so long been the citadel of Islám.
'On the other hand, Alfonso, King of the Franks (Catalonian and Aragonese), whose
conq~ests we have recorded aboye, was not inactive; he surprised several fortresses
bordering. upon his -dominions, and carried fire and sword into the yery heart
oí the Mohammedan territory. God, however, was pleased to deliver the Moslems .
from the demon's mischief; for having laid siege toFraga, a .considerable town
of the ~hagher EAragon~ " the general of the Almoravides 3 . hastened to the assistance

, .

of the .besieged, defeated the Christians, and Hut !\1fonso toodeatli. ..This happened
in the yeal' 528 (A. D. 1134).

The aboye period [of civil war in ' Africa] was also l'émal'kaole for the rising Fo;~ation oí

oí several chieftains, who, seeing the Almoravides engaged with their enemies ~~~~.king. *

the ~lmohades, tdok t:ne . opportunity to assume independence and .to shake off
the African yoke. ' On his departure for Africa, Táshefín had appointed a Lam- .
túnite chief, named Ibn Ghániyyah [Yahya Ibn 'Alí], to govern Andalus during
hi~ absence; b~t what with theChristians .oí every denomination who assailed

his frontiers, and what with the Moslems of Andalus themselves; who showed
every where symptoms o( disaffection andwished to rid themselves of the Al­
moravides, that chieftain was unable to stem the torrent oí calamity an~ .misfortune

which broke out more furiously than everin the fair dominions of Islám~ ' , At. last ,
when ' the people of. Andalus saw that the empire oí the Almoravides was falling
to pieces j when they .heard that •Táshefín had been slain, and that his son? 'Ab~

Is'hák Ibráhím, was shut ~p in his capital and surrounded by his ~ne~ies~ , they .

waited .no .longer , .and, casting away the mask oí dissimulation, broke out into
open rebellion against the'ir .African rulers. In the samemanner as at the overthrow ..
oí the house oí Umeyyah the provinces ,oí their v~~t_ empire had been parcelled
out ,among their generals and governors, so .n0'W. every petty governol', chief, . ~~'
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man of infiuence, who could command a few followers and had a castle to retire '
to ,in case of need, styled himself Sultán, and assumed the other insigniaof royalty ;
and, as the historian Ibnu Khaldún has judiciously remarked, Andalus afforded the
singular spectacle of as niany kings as there were t?wns in it. 'As some writers,
but especialIy .Ibnu-s-seyrañ, Ibn Sáhibi-s-salát, and others, have written in detail
the events of thisperiod of confusion and anarchy, which they have designated
by the name of Al-fitnatu,-th-thaniyyah (the sec~nd civil war) , to distinguish
it from that which followed immedíately after the massacre of 'Abdu-r-rahmán,
son of Al-mansúr, we will abstain from relating them here, having done it already '
in our work entitled Az'háru-r-riyádh 'J í akhbár Kádhí 'Iyádh (the flowers ofthe
garden: on the history of the Kádhí 'Iyádh). Suffice it to say, that Ibn Hamdín
rose at Cordova '; Ibn Maymún ['Alí Ibu 'Isa] at Cadiz and-the neighbouring
districts , that Ibn Kasí [AhmedJ and Ibn Wazír [Seddaray] 4 shared 'among thelIl­
selves the whole of that country which had once belonged to the Bení Al-afttas ; :
that a chief named Maymún Al-Iamtúnírose in cornmand of Granada; and
Iast1y, that Ibn Mardanísh Al-jodh ámi took possession of Valencia and ia gréit
portion oí the east of Andalus. Among these chieftains sorne were of Andalusian

origin, and detested alike the 'rulé of the Almoravides and that of theAlmohades;
others belonged tosome oí the tribes which Yúsuf Ibn Táshefín led into Anda­
lus, such as the L.amtúnah, Se~hájaEJ, Zenátá]i, &c., and th~ ' ~eré ÍúituralIy
hostile to the Almohades. AH, however, shortl~ disappeared before 'the victorious
banners oí 'Abdu-I-múmen, who deprivetl all 'and every o ñe oí them 'oí their
usurped dominions, and subjected the whole of Andalus fa his rule. Thé
Jast-named chieftain, however [Ibn Mardanísh], maintained himself longer .than
any other, and fought snccessfully against the Almohades, as we shall hereafter
relate.

TheAlmohades In the. month of Dhi-l-hajjah of the year 5'39 (June, A. ÍJ. 1145), an armyof
invade An-
dalus. Almohades, comrrianded by Abú "Irrirán Músa Ibn Sa'íd, landed at J ezrnih Taríf

(Tarifa); of which, place they 'took possession, as well as -of' Algesiras and " die .
surrounding country, Early 'in ,the ensuing year Málaga arid 'Sevillé shared
the , same fate. Three 'years, .after , Yahya Ibn Ghániyyah surrendered 'to'them
thecity of Cordova.vand .shortly after .Iaen. ' In the year 546 (beginning 'Apri1 1 9,
A. 'n. ,l151), 'Abdu-Lmümen .announoed his Intention of crossing over to Andalus .

.Having made every ostensible preparation to that effeét, he ' left hís capital, '
Morocco, and proceeded :to Kasr ';Abdi-l-kerím,' where he 'passed his troops . 'in
review , but the news 'which he there received frofu Eastern 'A'frica .induced 'him
to .relinquish his purpose and rt~p'air 'to 'that counfry. Hearing, however, ,thaf

the Moslems 'of Andalus were much 'pressed bythe Christians, 'who had 'lately

''; :
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taken Almeria, 'he sent thither one of his sons, named Ab:ú Sa'íd, with orders to
recover that city.

AlmeriyyahLálmeriar was a fine city situated on the coast of the sea oí Shám I

(Mediterranean). It was the port of Andalus, and the resort of merchants from
Eastern Africa, Egypt, Syria, and other distant 'parts. Itwas the maritime arsenal
of the Bení Umeyyah, and the port : where those fleets were equipped which

.furrowed in ' all -directions the waters of the Mediterranean, spread devastation
over itsshores, and allowed no Christian yessel to sail in it. Almeria was cele­
brated all over the .East .and West for its pottery, itsglass, its silken robes of
every colour and pattern, and many other artic1es of trade, w~i~h its merchants
shipped to all parts ofthe world. The fertility of thesoil, moreover, the abundance .

. and cheapness .ofprovisione, the sweetness of itswaters; :the mildness' of'the air,
and the salubrity of . its .c1irnate, made it a favourite residence for the Moslems,
who ,went .to settle there from all. parts oí Andalus, until its population could not
find room within its precincts. AH these advantages, and many others which 'we
do not specify, made Almeria a desirable prize tofhe Christians, who for a long
time ~ast had -cast a wistful eye over its deIightful fields andwell-filled storehouses. .

At last, in theyea:r .542 ,(A.D. 1~47), As-soleytán jAlfonso 11. of Castile)," t~m;l~~an:~k;r

King of ~ol,eao , assisted by a Christian fieet which carne from J enewah. (Genoa), .
.besieged Almeria by sea and land. Ibn Mardanísh, King of i\[aIencia, the onIy'
Mo~lem who .oould effectualiy ha~e defeat~ü the plans of As-soleytán, ente~ed

into sorne ' secret compact ~itH ,Him and ke~t . a~ay: the o()nsequence ~was , that,
after oesieging that city for some time, the infidels .Iodged themselves in 'one oí
tlie suo~rBs, ana, liaving fronr fhence attackedjhe citadel, took it by ' storm 'on
Fri~ay; the 20tli of Jumada the first, 542 (October 16, A. D. 1147). .

It is related by. Abú Zakariyyá Al-ja'ydí, on the authority of Abú 'Abdillah
Ibn Sa'ádah -Ash-shátibi Al-mo'ammar (the long-~ived), ' that about two :years or
so before-the taking .of Almeria, a respectable inhabitantof that city, whose name t.

was Abú MerwánTbn Ward, saw in a dream an old manof imposing height,

who approached ·him, and,placing )1Ís hands suddenly on his sides from behind,
.shock him with great violence until he made him wake all terrified , after which
he badehim repeat the' following verses: . e " "

, " Up, ~p with t~ee~ thou careless and deceived man! do not sleep;
" For God has sorne hidden viewsconcerning the people [of this town]. ,
" There ,is no escape, [to .~is .wjll .they .muetisubmit.] andyet no! abuse

" ,what is detrimental to thern;
. qFor .otherwise they would ,b e ..gu.iUy of a crime against the .Lord of

" mankind." 7

._------~-' ::-. ~~..~---- .
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This happened in the year 540 (beginning June 23" A~D. 1145). About two
years after (A.,D. 1147) the Rúm (Castilians) took possession of Alme¡'i~. "I'he
above anecdote is borrowed from the Háfedh Ibriu-l-'abbár,who relates it In a
work of his entitled Tekmílah (complement).

Among those who gai,ned the crown of martyrdom on this occasion one· was '
the celebrated Imám Ar-rusháttí, whose entirename was Abú "Mohammed Ibn

.,Alí Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn 'AJí Ibn Khalaf Ibn Ahmed Ibn "Omár AI-lakhmíAr­
rusháttí Al-meriyí, aman deeplyversed in sacred traditions, biography, history,
and other sciences, the author of an excellent work entitled Iktibdsu-l-omuxlr wa
iltimásu-l-azhárfí nasabi-l-sihábat wa rauiati-l-athár (the borrowing oflights and
the begging of fIowers . :on the genealogy of the companions and selected traditions
of their times)," which many a scholar learned under him. It is an excellent
work, in ,whi'ch Ar-rushátti collected [much that is useful], without failing in
any part of his arduous task. He wrote it on the model of the eelebrated Kitábu-l­
,ansáb (book of lineages), by the Háfedh Abú Sa'íd Ibn As-sam'ání. Ar-rusháttí

was born .at a small town of the province of Murcia, called Auriwelah (Orihuela),
in the year "466 (beginning Sept. 5, A. D. 1073); he died, as above related, at
the storming of Almeria, ' on the moming of Friday, the 20th of .Iumáda the
firsñ 542 (October 16, 'A . D. 1147). The surname of Ar-rushátti was givento
one of bis ancestors owing 1:0 a large mole on his body"which his nurse, who '
was a Christian woman, called in her lan~age rusháttah (roseta), whence he was
called Ar-rush'áttí. rEne abov:e is borrowetl from tHe' Wafiyyatu-l-'áyán (the deaths
of the illustrious), by Ibn Khallekán.
~reating of the taking of Almeria [by the Castilians], Ibn Hobeysh, the last

of the traditionists of Andalus, says as follows:" 1 was in the castle of Almeria
" whe'n the Christians took possession of that city, and presented .myself to the

'" chief of the Christians, As-soleytán, who was the son of the daughter of Alfonso,9

" ,and 1 said to him,-' 1 know of a tradition which traces thy genealogy to Hirkal
" (Heraclius), the Emperor of Constantinople.' The Christian [king] seemed
"pleased at this, and told me to repeat the tradition, which 1 did, as 1 had

. " learned it ; upon which he said,-' Thou ,and all those who are with thee are
" free; you may go out [of the castleJ without paying any ransom.;" This
Ibn Hobeysh was the master of Ibn Dihyah, and of Ibn Haut-illah, and of Abri-r­
rabi' Al-kalá'í, (may God show them mercy 1) His entire name was 'Abdu-r­
rahmán Ibn Mohammed Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn Yúsuf, but he was better known by
the, surname of Ibn Hobeysh. He ·was ,the author oí several works, and one in
particular on the first conquests of Islám," which he inscribed tooAbú Ya'küb '
Yúsuf Al-mansür.
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In the year 545 ·(beginning April 29, 1:. D. '1150), Alfonso, ' King of Toledo ~ordova be­
and' Galicia (Alfonso II.of Castile), .marched 'to Cordova with forty thousand }~~~~~ by Al­
cava1ry,and Iaid siege to that capital. The inhabitants defended themselves
with great ·vigour ; but the scarcity of provisions began tobe felt, and theywere
in , great tribulation, 'Abdu-l-mümen had no sooner heard. .of their dangerous
situation, than he sent an armyof twelve thousand horse to their assistarice. On
the approach of the African forcesrAlfonso raised the siegeand retired into his
dominions, upon which the Káyid Abú-l-ghamr As-sáyib, who commanded vin
Cordova, gave up that city to Yahya ' Ibn Maymún, who was 'Abdu-l-rmimen's
general, and acknowledged the supremacy of 'the Almohades. On the morning
of the ' day following the arrival of Ibn Mayrmin, ,the Christians were seen returning
to their encampment before the city, upon which that general left a portien of his
forces for 'the defence of Cordova, and with the remainder crossed over to Africa.
SOIJ?-e time after, Alfonso, despairing of reducing that capital, raised the siege and
returned to his kingdom.

, In the ensuing year [A. H. 546J 'Abdu-l-nnimen sent toAndalus another army ofThe Almo-, " ' hades retake
twenty: thousand men, under the command of Al-hentétí [Abú HafssJ, who had Almeria.
instructions ,to r étaké; the city of Almeria, which, as aboye related, had sorne time ,
previous 'fallen into the hands of the Christians. When the news oí their dis-
~mbarkation became known, Maymün, the Lord oí q ranada, Ibn Humushk, arid ,

other chieftains, hastened to pay their respects to the general OL'Abdu-l-mümen,
, and to place themselves under the obedieríce of that Su1tán~ ~liey all instigated '

him to make war against Ibn Mardanísh, King of theeastern provinces of Andalus;
but tHe 'Iatter h ád no sooner -received intelligence of their plans, than, fearing for.
'himself, he sent an embassy to the Christian Lordof Barcelona, imploring hiá ~elp ,
against theAlmohades. The Lord of Barcelona granted the request of Ibn Mar-

, danísh, and sent him an army of ten thousand men, under a ,brave a~d experienced ,
.general. Meanwhile the Almohades weremarching against Ibn Mardanísh ; but. ,

. when their general [Al-hentétí] heard of the arrival of bis Frank auxiliaries, be
retraced his steps and ;~ proceeded towards Almeria. Having arrived there, Al- r

hentétí invested the éity on every side; but the want of provisions 'soon corripelled
him to raise the siege and to return to Seville,where he remained sorne time.
lt was not till sorne months afterwards that the Moslems succeeded in wresting that

, ' / .
city frorn the hands of the enemy, after a siege of sevenmonths.

" In the year 546 (A. D., 1151)," says an African historian, "Síd Abú Hafss
" and Síd Abú Sa'íd, sons of the Commander of the Faithful,'Abdu-l-múrnen,
" mar~hed to Almeria, and besieged the Christians, who held its kassábah. Abú
" 'Abdillah Ibn Mardanísh, King of the eastern parts of Andalus, then hastened'

VOL. H. 2 s

_____________________1iiI



314 HISTORY OF THE MOHAMMEDAN [BOOK VII I .

" to attack the princes, who had thus to defend themselves against the Christians
'1' inside and against the Moslems outside. At last, Ibn Mardanísh,. perceiving
ce all the shame oí his act, in thus attacking his brethren in religion whilst engaged
" in the extermination oí the Christians, desisted from his undertaking and marched
ce off, leaving the execution oí his vengeance for another opportunity. W hen the
" Christians inside the castle [of AlmeriaJ saw Ibn Mardanísh raise his tents and
ce go away, they said [to each otherJ, 'Surely Ibn Mardanish would not decamp,
" unless he had heard that the Almohades were on the point of receiving re-inforce­
ce ments.' Upon which they offered to capitulate, and surrendered [the cityJ to
" the Moslems."

Account oCthe This Ibn Mardanísh was a man oí Christian origin, who, profiting by the
rebel Ibn Mar-
danísh. confusion which followed the overthrow oí the Almoravide dynasty , had made

himself the master oí Valencia, Murcia, and other towns in the east oí Andalus.
According to Ibn Sáhibi-s-salat, who, as is well known, wrote a history oí the
Almohades," in which he treats at full length oí this and other chieftains who
resisted their authority in Eastern Africa as well as in Andalus, Ibn Mardanísh
was the son oí Sa'd, son of Mohammed, son oí Ahmed, son of Mardanísh. His
name was Mohammed, and his kunyá or appellative Ahú 'Abdillah. He was,
however, better known by the surname of Ibn Mardanísh. His father, Sa'd, had
erved under the Almoravides. He as governor of Fraga w en Rami, g

of the Franks, besieged that city in the year 528 (A. D. 1134). His uncle, Mo­
hammed, surnamed Sáhibu-l-basit (the hero of Albacete), had also been one of the
most distinguished warriors of his time. Trained to arms under the eyes of his
father and uncle, Ibn Mardanísh soon became a very experienced captain. He
entered the service of Ibn 'Ayádh, King of Murcia, who, in reward for his eminen
services, appointed him governor of Valencia, and gave him his daughter in
marriage. On the death of Ibn 'Ayádh, Ibn Mardaní h retained possession oí
Valencia, and shortly after added Murcia, Jaen, and other cities to his dominions.
He was a very powerful monarch when the Almohades arrived in Andalus." Bnt
to return.

'A?du-l- In the year 555 ( A . D. 1160), the Commander of the Faithful, 'Abdu-l-mémen
mumen eros e lb 'Al" J:. b'
over to An- n 1, alter su jecting the whole of Ea tern Africa to his rule, and re akíng
dalu . the city of Mahdiyyah," which the Sicilians had taken in 543 (beginning May 21,

. D. 1148), as well as Safaks (Sfax), and other towns of that coast, retu ned to Fez.
After making a short stay in that city, 'Abdu-l-mümen marched to Ceuta," here
he embarked for Andalus. He landed at Jebal-Tárik (Gibraltar), ich from

Build the that day was called Jebalu-l-fatah (the mountain of the entrance o .e ory), and
e tle of

ibraltar, ordered that a strong fortre ss should be erected on the top of it. e e d out



the building with his own hands, and when, after remaining for two months there,15

and providing for the government of Andalus, 'Abdu-l-mümen returned to his
African dominions, he appointed his son Abú Sa'íd, then governor of Granada, to
superintend the building and report its progress to him." One of the architects
employed was Hájí Ya'ysh, the geometrician. This Ya'ysh, who was an excellent
engineer, is said to have constructed some wonderful machines during his residence
at Jebal-Tárik (Gibraltar), and among others a large windmill, which stood on the
very top of the mountain.

During 'Abdu-I-múmen's residence at Gibraltar, the Almohades made several
incursions into the enemy's territory by his express command. A body of eighteen
thousand horse, having penetrated into the district of Badajoz, defeated Ibn Errink
(Alfonso Enriquez), reduced Bájah (Beja), Yéborah (Evora) , Al-kasr (Alcazar
do Sal),17 and other towns which the accursed Christians had .taken sorne time
before, and returned victorious and laden with plunder to the dominions of
Islám.

In the year 556, in the month of Jumáda the first (May, A. D. 1161), an Anda. Ibn Humushk

. h· e • d lb 'h' lb H hk h takes by sur-lusian e 8111 !Il name ra lID n umus ,w o was the father-in-law of Ibn prise the city

M daní d ..1 • h h b 1 k b . h . f oí Granada.ar am ,an maue common cause wit t at re e, too y surpflse t e city o
Granada. ding Ibnu-l-khattíb this happened thus: " Síd Abú Sa'íd,
"son oí 'Abdu-l- 'men, who was then governot oí that ciry, ha ·ng crossed
" over tu Africa to assist his fath r in p.ulting down a rebellion, lb áhím and
"his pa isans among the Almeravides itlght he 0t>P rtu i fa o le
"one again to take the field against their enemies, the Almohades. Putting
" himself at h~ o band of resolute followers, Ibráhím approached Granada
" secretly and at night, and entered it by a gate which his partisans 18 had Ieft
"open [for him]. Having then attacked the Almohades who composed the
" garrison, he killed a great many of them and obIiged the remainder to take
"refuge in the kassábah, which he besieged immediately, battering its walls
"and throwing inside all sorts of projectiles. When this intelligence reached
" Morocco, Abú Sa'íd has tened to the a sistance of the besieged, taking with him
"his own brother, Síd Abú Mohammed Abú Hafss, and a considerable bodv of

el

" African troops. Ibn Humushk, however, was not discouraged by the arrival
" of so powerful an army; he sallied out of Granada, formed his troops in the
" spot called Merju-r-rokád (the field of the sleepers), and engaged the Almohades,
" whom he defeated, notwithstanding their superior numbers, making great slaughter
" among them, owing to the trenches and canals into which the plain befare that
" city is cut up for the purpose of irrigation, and which arrested the flight of
" the fugitives . Among the slain was S~d Abú Mohammed: his brother, Síd Abú
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" Sa'íd, escaped, and reached Malaga with the relics of his army. As ·to . Ibn
" Humushk, he returned to Granada with his prisoners, whom he caused to b,e
" taken n éar the walls of .the kassábah, and there slaughtered in the presence

Is besieged by " of their friends. Meanwhile .the Khalif 'Abdu-l-nnimen, who had put clown
~~~~~mo. " the in~urrection, and was then at Salé, being informed of this disaster, dispatched

" another large army . to . Andalus, under the command of .. anoth ér of his r sons, \
" named Abú Ya'kúb, assisted 'by the Sheikh Abú Yúsuf Ibn S~leyinán, one', of
" the bravest and most experienced warriors of the time. 'I'hese troops, which
" were joined by many thousands /of volunteers anxious to wage war against the
"infidels, a'rrived at Dilar, a hamlet close to Granada, . where they encamped, '
"This happened in 557 (A. D" 1162). Meanwhile' Ibn Humushk, seeing the
" tempest gather over his head, had sent to apprise his son-in-law, .Ibn Mardanísh,
" of his perilous situation, and to beg him to come to his assistance. No sooner
"had Ibn Mardanísh received the message, than having quickly raised inhis
" dominions an army composed of Christians and Moslems, he hastened to his aid
" and encamped with his forces án an eminence close to the suburb inhabited by the
" people of Baeza 19 (Albayzin), which still bears his .name, Kudyat lbnMardariísh
" (the hillock of Ibn.Mardanísh) . The two armies carne soon after to an engage­

" ment in the Vega of Granada, when, after a .bloody and hard-contested battle,
" fortune decided in favo úr of the A:imohades, and Ibn Mardanísh fled tó Jaen. t

L

Makes bis " Sorne time after this, Ibn Humushk and his son-in-Iaw having quarrelled,
submission.

" the former made his submissiofi to the Almohades. The cause oí their quarrel
" was this ; Ibn Mardanísh divorced his wife, the daughter of Ibn Humushk,
"wlio, accordingly; returned to her father. Having, sorne time after, sent for
" a son of hers to be 'educated at her father's house, her late husband refused
" to comply with her request, and would never deliver up her son. .At last,
" seeing her application disregarded, .the mother said one day,-' After all, what
" is the son of a dog but a puppy? Let him keep him; I do not want him;'
" which : expressions she caused to be circulated among the women of Andalus.
" From that moment Ibn Mardanísh and Ibn Humushk became sworn enemies,
" and the latter, in order the better to revenge himself, embraced the party oí the
" Almohades in 565 (beginning Sept. 24, 1169), and served under them against
" Ibn Mardanísh. In the year 571 '(beginning J uly 21, A. D. 1175), however, Ibil
" Humushk asked for leave to cross iover to Africa, and, having vobtained it,
" settled with his family . and children at Meknásah, where he died in Rejeb oí
" 572 (January, A. D. 1177)." . '

In the year 558 (A. D. 1163), 'Abdu-l-múmen. made public his intention to CfOSS '

over to Andalus, and summoned the tribes oí the Desert to engage in' the h~ly

Death oí
'Abdu·l.
múmen.
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