
/'

_ . . ==<

137

ca:;} "

" , DYNASTIESIN SPAIN. ',,CHAP o v.]

. .. .
-----_._-...~\_~.~., ------;-:.._-:-~---:._-- -- _.

" were .drowned in themoats> This 'was doubtless 'one oí thernost signa! defeats '
" 'ever , infiicted 'upon our brethren oí Andalus, either by the .Galicians .or by ,the
" Basques ; 'and the victory would have been.stillmore complete, had King Ra~iro
" pursued theremnant of 'Abdu-r-rahmán'sarmy.twhich, , pariic-struck~ as: it was, '
" he would have had no difficulty in annihilating.' . .But byalarming Ramiro with '
e~ the fear of an ambush,and alluring him with. the 'rich ' spoil left -: by ;theMoslems
" in their camp, UmeyyahlbI?- ' Is'hák .prevented him from following ,up the victory,
" Sorne time after, : Umeyyah .applied to 'Abdu-r-rahmán for a safe conduct. .a~d~
ee having obtained it, fled the .court of.Ramiro, and arrived .at 'Cordova, ' where .he
" was graciouslyreceived by the Khalif." ,14 ' . ' ' , ,

, "Burning to .revenge this disaster, An-násir-continued to send yearly 'expe.;. ~~:~e ~;v~1i~

" ditions under thecommand of his generals, who invariably canle off'victorious, ¡du-r-rahmán~

"gaining manybattles, in whichthe -GaliciansIost twice as manymen as.those
" who .had 'fallen on the side oí the Moslems at the battle .of Al-handik, _In ' short;
" at the .moment .wewrite CA. H.- 330rthe Moslems have regairied their superiority ,
" over-Ramiro, theKing of the Galicians."

Thus far ,Al-mes'údí. O ther writers have preserved details of this battle, the

y-ear ·in which .it waa- fought being wellknown among the people oí Andalus as
',,'A'mu.;.l-han"dik , (the year -[ofthe battle] o f.Al-l.tandik). ,-We. have ' aiready ~aid, that
ever after this defeat An-ñásir abstained from ¡eading liis armies ' in person, but that

he persevered in the laudable ,purpose oíwaging :war witll tlie irifidels, ,by; directing
the governors of the districts 00- tlie fr~ntiers oí liis efnpir é to m ák é iñcursions' into

the Christian territory;. ; , . , ;_
, On ¡the death of Gáróia] son of Sancho, King of the Basques, hisrnother Tútah

(Theuda) succeeded him asregent and 'gu,ardian of his son. ,; . H aving shortly-after.
, infringed thetreaty subsisting betw'een her and ,the Khalif, it was .decided ,to chastise

her for her bad faith.Accordingly, .in the ,year;325 (beginningNov.-I8, A,~,D. ' 93 6)
, An-násir 'invaded .herrdcminions, wast~d all the territory round..Pamplona, arid
compelled .the faithless queen to implore peace. ', , , ¡ ; . . ' ; . ,

' . When the Christian .nations saw'Abdu-r-rahmán's repeated successes, they were ~~~o~~:~~::
, filled with ' terror; andall bastened to send ambassadors tovhim.rwith a view to bis friendship.

obtaínhís friendship and propitiatehis good-will. Accordingly, in the year:3;36
(beginning July 22"A. ,D. 947) ,anembassy arrived in :Cordova .with .presents ~ from '
Constantine', the Emperor oí Constantinople.: The day in ~ whi¿h theambassado~s

" made their entrance ,into :-the : capital was -a day ,oí ,festival, an~ ,great , 'cro~dsof '
~ people collected by order of 'Abdu-r-rahmán .10 :meet th~m. , · " ; ':. : ' .: ' . :

. "Ibnu Khaldún saysthat the Khalif's -troop~ ', received new arms for the occasíon,
and were ,completely equipped , ,'the '! oyal apartments ~ére , 'decorated with -the
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utmost profusion andmagnificence, the great hall of the palace was hung with the
richest curtains and draperies, and spread with ;the most costly carpets, ,while
the throne was surrounded on all sides by the sons, brothers; uncles, and other
relatives of the Khalif. ' The Wizírs, and the officers attending bn the royal person,
were alI drawn out~ ' keeping their proper places in the utmost order, The ambas­
sadors were then introduced to the presence of the Khalif, and were struck with
astonishment at the splendour and rnagníficence displayed before them, They
approached the throne, and delivered their credentials into the hands of the Khalif,
who commanded the learned of his court to address the assembly in speeches in
which tbey should commemo~ate the superiority of Islám [over every other religionJ
and the power of the Khalifate, and return thanks to God for the .mercies ·he had
dispensed [to the truebelieversJ, through the manifestation and support of the true
religion, and the humiliation and discomfiture of ita enemies. But when the
Iearned men who were present prepared to execute his commands, all failed in their
attempt; and they were so overpowered by dread oí the august assembly, that they
fixed theír eyes on the ground, and kept silence: lf any speaker rose -te address '
the assembly) he stammered, land was soon reduced to silence by the terror that this
most imposing scene produced in his mind. , Seeing this,:An-násir intrusted the task
to Abú 'Alí Al-kálí, a learned roan lately come from 'Irák;15 and one of the literary
characters attached to the suite of his son k l-hakem, the heir-apparent to the
throne. Knowing his liigh literav~ rep,utation, An-násir chose hiÍn in preference
to any .other ; büt he liKewise failed, tlírougli wañt of the necessaryresolution.
Then rose Mundhir Ibn Sa'ía, a native of Fahsu-l-bahitt, who, though not ac..
customed to speak extempore, and not in the least prepared for the occasion, made
a most able speech, wherein he developed and explained admirably the subject .
given to hirn, and delivered extempore on the same subject a long poem, with
which the assembly was extremely delighted: the astonishment he produced by
such an extraordinary performance was so great, that a murmur oí approbation
ran through the assembly, ' notwithstanding the solemnity oí the occasion; and
An-násir appointed him on the spot to the office of Kádí-I-jam'áh (chief justice),
in: which he greatly distinguished himself by his profound knowledge and eloquence.
As the harangue which Mundhir delivered on this solemn occasion is given at large
by IbnuHayyán and other historians, we need not quote it here.

On the departure of the Greek ambassadors, Hishám Ibn HudheyI accompanied
them, with a rnagnificent present, and with instructions to conclude an alliarice, 'and
strengthen the friendshipbetween the two monarchs. At the expiration oí two ;
years Hishám returned to 'Cordova, having faithfully ,exécuted the eommission

,intrusted to him. Hishám carne attended byambassadors from Constantíne.:,

Greek am­
bassadors in
Cordova.
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. After this arrived another embassy from a .: King of .the Sclavoníans, whose name Other .
. . ' . . . ' . . embassíes.

was Dhüku," as well as from the King of the Alaman (the Emperor of Germany),
and from a King of the Franks beyondthe Jebál Al-bert (Pyrenees), named Ukoh
(Hugo), besides a similar .one from another King of the eastern confines' of France,
called Kaldoh.'? These ambassadors .were received by An..násir i~ great pomp and

state, and he ordered that the officers of his .household and others should go out
to meet them. On the return home of the ,ScJavonian ambassadors, 'Abdu­
r-rahmán sent along with them Rabi', the .Bishop," who reached the court of
Hoto. (Otho) , and returned after an absence of two years.

In the year.344 . (beginning April 26, A. D. 955) ·Ordhúil (Ordoño 11.) .also sent
an embassy to ask for a continuation of the peace; which was granted to him: and
in 345 19 (beginning April 14, A~ D. 956) he again sent to request that Ferdeland,

Count of Castile (Ferran Gonzalez), should also be comprised in the freaty, . to
which An-násir also co~sented. ~ . ' " . .

Garcia, son of Sancho," had succeeded to the kingdom of Galicia after the death

of his father Sancho, son oí Fruela ; but the Galicianshavíng risen against him,

under the command of the above Ferdeland, Count oí Castile, this chief, who was
one oí the greatest men in the country, declined that dignity in favour of Ordoño.:
son oí Ramiro 2l (Ordoño IV.), who was accordingly placed on the throne in his .
stead. But as Garcia, .son oí Sancho, was the grandson 22 of ~heui:la , .Queen off
Navarre; this princess took hispart, and pr.esented herself toAn..násir .in ~h~ y~ar
347 (Qeginning March 24, A.D. 958), imploring the continharice oí peace_~ith hérself
and her son Sanc o, 'son of King Ramiro; 23 and requesting at the same timefhat
he would .assist her gratldson Sancho, son of Garcia, .. to reconq:uer his kingdom,
and to take the field against his enemies. · For this purpose, Theudaand the .two
princes 24 repaired to thecourt oí-An-násir, by' whom .they were received in .state ;:
and not- only did the Khalif grant the queen' and her son the peace which they
asked, but he also sent ·an ~rmy to replace Garcia 25 on .the throne ofGalicia : which
was speedily accomplished, after deprivíng Ordoño of it, and causing the Galiciana

to swear allegiance to .him . Seeing this, Theuda dispatched an embassy to thank
An-násir,and likewisesent her letterstoal1 the .provinees [inhabited by the
Chrístíansj. . acquaintingthe -. people .with .that event , andowith the treacherous
conduct oí Ferdeland; : theCount of Castile. The inhabitants i)~lieved .her state­
ment, and . reprobated the eonduet of that chieftainiiand An-násir, moreover,
ceased not .to protect and assist him [Sancho] till he ,oied. .
. With the ambassador of Kaldoh;" King of theeastern ,·p.art .oí Francevwho.ras

related, arrived at the court 'oí ,'Abdu.-r-rahmán, there carne also _an ambassador from
the King of Barcelona .and 'Tarragona," to solicit ·pe.ace .; which was granted. ~ .Al ter
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this another embassy arrived, sent by the King ,of Rümah (Rome), also soliciting
An-násir's friendship. ' The aboye narrative is borrowed from Ibnu Khaldün, sorne­
whatabridged :we shall now proceed to extract passages from other writers .
. .Ibnu Hayyán and others state that -the ernpire oí .An-n ásir arrived .. at . the
highest .summit 'of glory andsplen~our; ,that the Greeksand Christians carne to '
him from all parts, courtinghis friendship, soliciting peace, andsending him
immense treasures.: "No nation," continues Ibnu Hayyán, "heard of him that

, " did not send him ambassadors. The .Kings of theGreeks, those of the Franks, .
" .and Majús (Northmen), all sent ~mbassadors , to hiscourt,who invariably returned
"satisfied and contented. .Among 'the embassies dispatched by infidel kings to

. '" Abdu-r-rahmán, the most celebrated was that oí the.ruler .of .Constantinah 'the
" Great (Constantinople), who made .hima most splendidpresent, and courted his
" friendship." We have alreadystated, on the authority of .Ibnu Khaldún, that
the ambassadors of the Greek monarch arrived in the year 336 (beginning July 22.,
A'. D, '947) ; -Ibnu Hayyán places their arrival in the month oí Safar of'the year '
338 (August, A. n.949) : which of the two dates is the .right one, God only knows,
We shall here transcribe the passage of Ibnu Hayyán relating to the arrival and
receptiónof the Greek ambassadors in Cordova. . ,

" No sooner," says thatdiligent historian, .' ~ was the Khalif An-násir informed
" of the landing of the ambassadors sent ,by' the Emperor oí Greece at Bejénnah 28 '

" (Pechina), ' than he began to make RreRarations for their reception, '.intending
" to receive them with due honour and atterition, and with .the .greatest possible
"display. Accordingly he issued orders that Yahya Ibn Mohammed Ibn.Leyth 29

',' and qther distinguished people of his court should immediately proceed to that
" 'place (Pechina), and should wait upon the ambassadors, taking care thatthey
" should be provided with every necessary for their .journey to the 'capital. When
" they approached Cordova, several generals, followed by their respective bodie~

" of troops fullyarmed and equipped as in time of war, went out to meet them .; and
" when they carne still nearer, two of'Abdu-r-rahmán's chief eunuchs wenrout

," to them, with orders from their master to treat them with .the utmost attention '
'~ andrespect.vthereby intimating how much he desired tohonour them; for the
" .eunuchs of those days were amongst the highest functionaries at court, . being
" exclusively employed in the serviceof the 'Khalif or in' that oí his harem, and
" being, moreover, intrusted withthe custody .of the royal palace. The ambassadors
ce, and their suite were ,lodged in acountry-house calledMunyah Nasr, which

,"-belonged to the '·'Amír .Al-hakem, the presumptive .heir to .the throne, andwas .
" situated ~ in-the .', suburb ' on the ,: opposite (eastern)bank ..'of. the ~ . Guadalquivir;
" Here no one, whether Doble or plebeian, was allowed to visit them or hold any ,.
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',' communication with them, .a ' certain nuniber oí Hájibs .01' chamberlains being
" selected from among the maulis and chief servants oí theKhalif's household to
"keep off all'intruders. . A guard oí sixteen men was moreover stationed ,at the
" gate oí the palace, who relieved each other folir' by four, day and night. 'Abdu-r­
"rahmán then .left the palace of Az-zahrá, where he "was living at the time, and
" 'removed to' his .. palace ' in · Cordova, previous to · th~reception . oí the Greek
"ambassadors. ,Having appointed Saturday, the eleventh of the month of Rabi'-1-,
" awal of the above-mentioned year (338), and fixed upon the .vaulted hall in his
" palace of Az-zahrá as the place where he would.receive their credentials, orders
" were issued to the high functionaries of the state and to the commanders oí- the '
" forces to prepare for the forthcoming ceremony. The hall was beautifully deco- '
" rated for the occasion, and a throne glittering withgold and .sparkling withgems
"~as raised in the middle of it. , .To the right .of the throne .stood fíve ofthe
." Khalif's sons in the following. order: next to him his eldest ·son .Al-hakem. . the
" presumptive heir to the empire j next to Al-hakem, : 'Abdullah ;30 'then . 'Abdu-l­
~' 'azíz Al-asbagh; , and lastIy, .Merwán. To the left of the Khalif stood his sons '
" Al-mundhir, 'l\:bdu-I-j'abbár, andSuleymán; 'Abdu-l-malek, being in at the time,
" was not present at the ceremony. Next to them w~re the Wizírs, each at his pos~

'.' to ,d ie right or left. of the throne. Then carne the Hájibs or chamberlains,the
" sonsof the Wizírs, the freed slav.es oftheKhalif, and theWákils or officers of his
"household. The court of the palace had been Breviously strewn with, the . richest
" carpets and most costly rugs; si1:K awnings oí the most gorgeous description had
" ever.y where been thJ,own over the 'doors and arches. ' PresentIy the ambassadors
" entered die líáll, and "were struck with astonishment and awe .at sight of the
" magnificence displayed before them, and th~ powerof the Sultán ,before 'whom
" they stood. Theythen advanced a few steps, andpresented the letter of. their _
" master, Constantine, son of Leo, Lord oí Constantinah the' Great (Constan­
"tinople). ' 'I'he 'Ietter was .written in ' Greek upon sky-blue pap ér," .and the
" characters were of gold: within the letterwas an enclosure, the 'ground of which '
"was also sky-blue, like the first-mentioned, but the characters :were of silver; 'it '
" was likewise written in Greek, and contained a list and description of the presents
'~ which the Lord of Constantinah sent to the Khalif. . Upon the letter was a seal
"'of gold, ofthe weight oí four. mithkáls, on one side oí which wasalikeness of the
"Messiah, and, on the other, those of the King Constantine and his son: The letter
" 'was enclosed in ' a bag of silver cloth, over which was a case of gold .. with ~

" portrait of King .Constantine admirably executed on stained glass .: AH this -was
" enclosed in a case 32 covered with a cloth of silk '.and gold tissue, On the first
ce' line of the ,'Inwán · or introduction was written, , Constantine and Romanin .
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" (Romanus), believers in the Messiah, Kings of the Greeks, , and in the next,
" e To thegreat and exalted in dignity and power, as he most deserves, the noble
" in descent, 'Abdu-r-rahmán the Khalif, who rules over the Arabs of Andalus.
" May God prolong his life 1'

." Wishing to render this solemn ceremony as imposing as possible, 'Abdu...r~
" rahmán ordered that all his Khattíbs (preachers) and poets should attend, that

, " they might [in the presence oí the .Greek ambassadors] address the assembly
,i concerning the power and .splendour of his empire, and the consolidation of the .
,e Khalifate under his reign. For this purpose he instructed his son .and heir
" Al-hakem to select from among the poets oí.his ,court, .accustomed to extempore
" speaking, those who could best accomplish that difficult task.

" Accordingly,Al-hakem commanded a dependent oí his, named the Faquih
" Mohammed .Ibn 'Abdi-l-barr Al-kasiniání, to prepare for the occasion, .and to
"compose an eloquent harangue to be pronounced before the Khalif on that .
"day. Ibri 'Abdi-l-barr was perhaps .the person best qualified for the task,being
I e a man oí immense rhetorical learning and taste, and deeply learned in the Arabic
" language ; he therefore prepared to execute the commands of Al-hakem, and '
" on the appointed day repaired to the hall of audience. Scarcely, however, had
" he begun to address the assembly, when the sight of the imposing ceremony,
ee the dead silence kept by; all present, th é -'splendour and .magnifi éence which
" surrounded the throne O:D the Khalif~ made such impression on him, that his
" voice faltered, his tongue clove to liis moutn, .and lie could not articulate a
"single word, and fell senseless on the groun9,. The task of addressing the
"assembly was next intrusted to Abú 'AJí Isma'íl Ibnu-l-kásim Al-k áli AI­
"baghdádí, the author of the Amálí (dictations) and An-nuuiddir .(novelties),
ee then a guest of the Khalif, having lately arrived from 'Irák, who was reputed
ce to be a pri!1ce in the science of rhetoric, and an ocean of language. , e Get up,'
" said one oí the assembly to him, " and raise the fallen man/ . Abú-I-kálí .rose, ' r'

" and began addressing the assembly in a clear and intelligible voice: he thanked
" and praised God as he deserves, invoked his blessing on the Prophet Mohammed,
" but, aH of a sudden, he stopped for want of a word which did not occur to
" him.rand thus put an end to his peroration."

. Such is the account which Ibnu Hayyán gives'oí this occurrence. IbnuKhaldún
says that it was Abú 'Alí who received in the first instance instructi6ns to address
the assembly,and who went to thepalace preparedwith an harangue: this assertion
is corroborated by the author oí the Mattmah [Ibn KhákánJ ; but, as ' Ibnu Hayyán
derived his information from men who were .present at .the ceremony, we hesitate
not to give the preference to, his version. .Be this as. it may, it appears certain
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that when Mundhir Ibn Sa'íd perceived the failure of Abú 'AJí Al-kálf, he got up,
, and, taking up the subject where the unsuccessf~l speaker had left it, 'delivered a
peroration, éomposed of both prose and verse, which to this daystands ~nequ~lled

as a literary composition; and th~t 'Abdu-r-rahmán was so pleased with the per,;.
formance, that he appointed him preacher and Imám to the great mosque; and '
some time after, 'the office of Kádí-l-jam'áh or ' supremejudge of Andalus b~pg

vacant bythe deathof Mohámmed Ibn 'Isa, henamedhim to 'that high post, and
made him besides .Mokri (reader of the Korán) to the mosque of Az-zahrá. .

'In the 'year 339 (beginning June 19, A. D. 950) .a conspiracy was discovered ~~~~~~dU- .

at Cordova, the object of which was to put to death the Khalif" An-násir , an~ ~~~~:~~'s life

his son Al-hakem, _the presumptive heir to the 'empire. At the ' head of it was
'Abdullah, one oí the Khalif's sons, who, from his ascetic habits and 'secluded 'life,
had received theepithet of Az-záhid [the austere] . Intelligence of his wicked designs
having been conveyed to his father in time, he ordered him .into his 'presence, and
had him executed, together with the principal conspirators, ,on the day of'ld\l~1~ '~i~e::~i?1b~f

adhálíí (festival óf the victims) oí the year 339 (May 13, A. D. 951). It is said thatdullah.
á celebrated theoldgian, named Ibn 'Abdi-l-barr,33 had instigated this llnfortunate
youth to tlie attempt on _his father's life, and that when that individual heard
tlíat the conspiracy had been discovered, he destroyed himself. . Dthers. say .th~:~.t
Ibn 'Abdi-l-barr was innocent oí the crimé imputed to him; but God only knows:
the fact is, that he ended _his days in prison on the same <lay in wllich 'Abdullah
was executed. '

, ,

l Anaalus ;was ,not the only country wh~re the arms of 'Abdu-r-rahmén were ~~¿~ests in. '
suc éessful', his armies s übdued,also a considerable portian of África, and established

,in ' th~t country the rule 'of the Bení Dmeyyah. The causes which led to that
glorious event are variously stated by the historians; but the appearance ~f 'tbe

"Fátimites in that country, the inveterate hatred which the race ofUnieyyah enter- .
tained against them, and the mighty consideration of ilot ,allowing countries
bordering upon Andalus to faH into thehands of those conquerors, are ' given as
the real 'motives whichinduced the Khalif 'Abdu-r-rahmán to send his fleetsand

,armies ' to the assistance of the ' Bení "Idris, the Bení Sáleh, "and other princes
attacked, and which led ultimately to the establishment of hisrúle over the greater
portian of Eastern and Westem 'África. '

In A. H. 305 (beginning June 2~~: 'A. D. 917), 'Abdullah, the Shiite, ,after reducing
the ' whole of' Eastern Africa underhis ' sway,- "sEmt, his general Mossálah Ibn
HabúsAI~meknásí : against Yahya Ibu' Idrís, ,Sultán of Fez, whom hexlefeated,
and afterwards besieged inhi~,capital.Although Móssálahwa~ then unablerto
reduce ' Fez, he returned to Maghreb [Western'Africa] in..»: H. '309 (beginning

{ .'
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,May·1I , A. D.' 921), took that city, and put Yahya Ibn Idrís to death." A relative­
of the deceased, named Al-hasan, but who was better known under the surname

·Qf'Al-hojjáril,35 succeeded sorne time after in expelling {rom Fez ' the governor
· appointed 'by Mossálah, and seating himself on the throne oí his ancestors . . His
reign, however, was not of long duration: Músa Ibn Abí-l-'áfiyyah, who was
govemor of Western Africa for theFátimites, attacked him in 311 (April 20,A~D.
923), took his capital from him, and put him to death. Again, in 341 (May 28;
A. D. 952), the dynasty of the Bení Idrís regained possession of a great :portion

· of their former dominions, with the excepti~n . of Fez, which remained in the hands
, of a general named Maysúr the Shiite.
· .Subsequently to this, Abú-l-'aysh Ahmed, a prince of the family of Idrís, seeing
bisdominions invaded by the, Fátimites, swore vassalage to An-násir, and sent
to implore his assistance. : An-násir, however, would not send him any .troops
unless the Idrísite ,gave him as hostages the ports of Tangiers and Ceuta., ' Abú-l­
'aysh having refused to comply with his demand, An-násir dispatched a fleet, ~hic~
ravaged the coast, and compelled that sovereign to accept the terms offered to
him. Once master of those two important fortresses, An-násir extended his sway
over the surrounding country, until his power was firmly established in Western .
·Mrica, and his rule was obeyed Jro~ Tihart to Sijilmésah. :from 'every 'part '
of that wide-spread region princes and lords 'carne to tlie court of A.n-násir to
kiss his hand.. in token : oí obedience and iVassalage, and to iinplo~e' his powerful
aid and protection. The princes o~ the Zenátah and other Berber tribes, the Bení
.I drís, andother powerful families which held sway inWestern Africa, hastened to
court his friendship, and offered to hold their respective dominions in his name,

'e, In the year 305 (beginning June 28, A. D. si 7)," says the histo~ian whpse
words we transcribe, "several members of the royal family of Sa'íd Ibn Sáleh, '
" King of Nokúr; who had been put to death by the Shiites of Africa, tookrefuge
" in M álaga, Bejénnah, and other sea-ports in the south oí Andalus. No sooner
" . was the Khalif 'Abdu-r-rahmán , informed of. theirarrival than he sent .them. , .. " , :
"splendid robes and costly presents, and issued orders that they should .every
" where be ,treated with the respect due to their rank, giving them their choice

. "between going to Cordova or any other part of his dominions, or remaining
" where they were. With the exception, however, oí one or twowho accepted
~ , t~e Khalif's invitation, and 'visited h im in his capital, the remainder .preferr éd
" fixing their residence in Malaga~. owing to ,the proximity of that port to their
" lost dominions, in which they hoped to be. re-instated.'Abdu-r-rahmán promised
ee to aid them against the :Shiites oí Africawhenever the opportunity should
" arrive. · Accordingly, ~n?- the 'year30B (beginning JuneTd, A~ D. 918), ' an
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" expeditiori was fitted out in Malaga, and aftera .short contest :Sáleh Ibn Sa'íd .
"was .seated on the ' throne of his father. . Whep..the ·l~tters · announcing . this
" victory arrived .at ..Cordova, -: Abdu-r-rahmán. caused .them . to be public1y read
I . . . '-

ce in all the . mosques of Andalus j andohe .immediately sent re-inforcements,
"as well as provisions, military stores, and money, .to .maintain the . ne:w king
"in his conquest.' ; : ' ,

In the year 332 (beginning Sept. 3, A. D. 943),Mohammed Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn
Abí 'Isa, the Idrísite, Kádí-l-jam'áh or 'supreme .judge of Fez, arrivedin Andalus
for the 'púrpose' of joiningin the war against the infidels._,We·have already _alIuded,
in ariother part of this work, to the hospitable manner in which hewas .entertained
by the Khalif." '. There cáme also to Cordova during this reign two .othermembers
of the royal family of Idrís, whose ·names · were Hasan. . son .0f..Al-kásim, better
known under thesumame of Janún (Kanún?),-and 'IsaIbn Hamin Ibn Mohammed
Ibn Al-kásim'. ' . They made their 'entry into Cordova ·on Monday the 12th .of .

. Shawwál of the year '333 37 (May 27, A. D. 945). They were kindly received and
hospitably. entertainedby 'Abdu-r-rahmán until the. monthof Safar .of the ensuing
year (Sept. or Oct. A. D. 945), when both returned loadedwith presents .to their
'native country,
" " On 'Saturday the 9th of Rejeb of the year 341 (Nov. 28, 'A. D • . 952) ," says
tb'e' historian Ibnu Hayyán, "Hasan, son ,of 1\hmed Al-fádliel, son of Ibráliím,
" son of Mohammed, and Mohammed, son- of 'Isa, son :of Ahmed, son of Ibráhím,
" .both descendants of 'Alí IbnAbí Tálib, arrived .in Cordova ;. and .on .W ednesday,
" the 26th of Rabi' -l..;a~har oí the .ensuing year .(Sept'.7, .. A. D. 953),'Isa, Abú-l-
',"aysñ;~8 YaJiya Ibn Hasan, and ·Hasan Ibn Mohammed, also . belonging to the
'c . royal family of Idrís. They;fixed' their dwelling in :Cordova, and left a numerous
"posterity. Yahya diedin ,349· (beginning .March 2, A ~·n. 960), and..Hasan in
"t~e fóllowing year: .both wereburied in the cemetery.called Makbaru-r-rabadh.

" (oí the .suburb) at Cordova; the .chief Kádí -of . that capital,Mundhir, Ibn
" Sa'íd .Al-bohittí, ·reading the funeral serviceover their bodies, bythe command
"of-. ~Abdu~r~rahmán. · .A.s .to ' "Abú~}./aysh , "¡t.·is wellknown that he ,met with..his
' ,e, death inan encounter with the Christians of the ..north." .-, ' , .. .. .. '

'Abdu-r-rahmán died 'at Az-zahrá on the second or third day of the month ófDeath of'Ab­

Ramadhán~9 of the year 350 (October, A. D. 961), of a paralytic fit,at the.age du-r-rahmán,

oí seventy-three. ' He waaborn. in the..year 277 , (beginning :April ~4'-.A. D. 890), .
and was .only. twenty ryears vold ·when .his . father Mohammed was put . to death.
His .mother 's , name ·wasvMoznah. . In .addition to the. honourable appellati~~: .of

An-násir lidín-illah (the defender ofthe .true .faith), ;'Abdu-r-rahmán .received from ,
his subjects the ~_urname.of Abú~l:'motrif (the víctoríous). -' Never was theM óham-
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medan empire more prosperous, or the true religion more triumphant, thanunder
his reign. The infidels of Andalus were driven back to the mountainous districts
of the . north, where they insured their safety on1y by paying :tribute to the
Commander oí the Faithful. Commerce and agriculture fiourished; the sciences
and arts received a new impulse, and the revenue was increased ten-fold. · Not­
withstanding the costly magnificence with which 'Abdu-r-rahmán surrounded his
person.c--. the unusual number of troops which he constantIy kept in his pay,-the
multitude of eunuchs, Sclavonians. .and other servants employed about his palace,­
the bounteous gifts which he .distributed .to the learned, and the splendid buildings
which he caused to be erected in various parts of his extensive dominions, in Africa
as well as in Andalus,-it is said, that when he died he left in the coffers of the
treasury the enormous sum of five millions of dinárs.

Revenue of The amount of the revenue under this reign has been estimated .by several
Andalus under .:
his reígn, contemporary writers at six millions twohundred and forty-five thousand dinárs;

namely, five millions four hundred and eighty thousand arising .from the land-tax
levied in the towns and districts, and seven hundred and sixty-five thousand being
the amount of indirect taxation, and duties imposed upon goods. As to the sums
which entered the royal coffers, being the fifth of the spoil .taken from the infidels,
they;were beyond calculation, and cannot be estimated, as no preci~e . accoun! of
them was kept in tlie treasury books.

Of this 'immense sum one-third went to pay: the troop,s .and the public officers ;
another third was destinea ror the *hcüif's own use, and the remainder was spent

Builtdidngbi hi in .public buildings. Many, indeed, were the works of public utility which thiserec e y im,

just and enlightened monarch caused to be erected in various parta of his extensive
aominions. As to his capital, Cordova, he is well known to haveembellíshed
it and .widened its precincts, so that it equalled, ifit did not surpass,. in sizeand .
splendour . the proud metropolis of the Bení 'Abbás. His addition to the great
mo~que of Cordova, and the construction of the palace of Az-zahrá in 'the vicinity of
that capital, are 'two splendiderections,which will transmit the name of 'Abdu-r-

-rahm án toposterity. . Of both those buildings wehave elsewhere given asaccurate
a description as itwas in our power; and therefore we need not now return to
the.subject. .

' . It is said that after the death of.'Abdu-r-rahmán a paper was foundin his
own hand-writing. in which those days which he .had spent in happíness. and

. without.any cause of sorrow .were carefully noted down,and' on numbering them
theywere found to amount only to fourteen. O mariof understanding l wonder
and observe the small portien oí real happiness .the . world affords, 'even in the
most enviable positionl The Khalif An-násir, whose prosperity in mundane affairs

, 1
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and whose widely-spread empire became proverbial, had only fourteentdays of
undisturbed enjoyment "during a reign of fifty years, seven months. . and ',; three
days..· Praise be given to him, the Lord of eternal glory .and oeverlasting empire!
There is no Ood ,butHe! the Almighty,· the giver of empire to whomsoeverhe
pIeases ! , . . '

As "aboye stated, " Abdu-r-rahmán was the first soverelgn of the house of
Umeyyah in Andalus who assumed the titleofAmíru-l-múmenín .(commander
of the faithful). The authors of the time say that when 'Abdu-r-rahmán saw the
state of weaknessand abjectness to which the Khalifate .had been reduced. . and
perceived that the Turkish freedmen in the service of the Bení 'Abbáshad usurped
.all authority and power in the state,-when he heard that the Khalif Al-muktadir
had been put -to death, in the year 317 (beginning Feb. 13,A. D. 929j,.'by ,one
of his maulis, called Múnis 'AI-modhaffer ,4o he no longer hesitated to assume the ~:~u:e~~~~if.

insignia of the Khalifate, and call himselfAmíru-l-m11menín. ;
'Abdu-r-rahmán has been describedby the historians of the age as the mildest ,Character oí

. . Abdu.r-rah-
andmost enlightened sovereign that ever ruIed á country. His meekness, .bis mán.

generosity, and his love of justice became proverbial: none of his ancestors ever
surpassed him in courage in thefield, ' zeaI for religion, and othervirtues which
constituteaIl:~ able and beloved monarch: he was fond ooí science, and the patrón
oí.the Iearned, with whom he loved to converse, spending those hours whichhe stole
from the arduous labours of theadrñinistration in literary; meetings, to :which all
the eminent poets and learned .men of liis 'cour t ·were admitted. . Tlíe histories oí
the time are filled with, anecdotes, which show bis love of justice, and his respect
for the learned; out we shall only transcribe the following as a proof of what
has been said of this good Khalif. .. \

Wishing once to buy á. house in Cordova for one oí. his concubines named Anecdote oí

Hadhiyyah, whom he loved passionately, he fixedupon a very suitable .residence bis justice.

belongingto the children of Zakariyyá, the brother ofNajdah. The house was :
situated close to {the street oí] the sawyers, in the eastern suburb, and separate
from everyother building except a bagnio, with a very extensive reservoir of water;
which adjoined it on one side. It happened, ' however, that the children of Zaka-
:riyyá, the brother of Najdah, were at that time orphans under the tutorship oí the
Kádí Mundhir. Having previously sent peopIe to value the house, and .the price
suiting him, An-násir dispatched aman to the "executor of the father's -will, with
orders .to treat in his own name, and purchase the house for him. ! Upon 'appli­
~ation, the executor stated that he .could not proceed further in the matter without
consulting the Kádí himself as tutor of the children, .without whose .authority . the
sale, he was well aware, could not be effected. . Accordíngly the .Khalif sent to the
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Kádí Mundhir ·to treat about the purchase of the house, but Mundhir answered
thus to themessenger i "Tell the Commander of theFaithful, thy o master and
" mine, that the property of an orphan cannot be sold except for three reasons ;
ce necessity, impending ruin, or the offer of more advantageous terms than those on
" which it was at first obtained. As to the first, my wards are not in want, ' and
" therefore they need not o sen their property ;neither is ruin to be apprehended
" at present, the house being in good condition, and wanting no repair; as to an
"advantageous sale, that is the very thing 1 and my wards desire : and if the
" 00Commander of the Faithful chooses to give them such a sum as ' may make
ú their advantage quite manifest, 1 have no objection whatever to authorize the

. " executors to seU the property; if not, 1 shalI never give my consent to the
" transaction." On the receipt of this answer, the Khalif immediately perceived
that the refusal to seU the house was merely intended to make him more anxious
for its acquisition,and he therefore desisted from any further negotiation. Mundhir, '

., on the other hand, feared lest the Khalif should take a resolution that might be
prejudicial to his wards: he 'ordered the executor to pull down the house, which
waso done according to his instructions, andomade him seU the ground .and materials
to the agent of the Khalif, for a price higher even than the valuation made by the
officers .of the Sultán. 'Abdu-r-rahmán, however, having been informed of the

.transaction, and how the house hao been puUed down previous to the sale, sum-
o moned the ex¿cutor to his presence, and asked him whether the charge brought
against .him was true, and what 'reasons he had for acting thus. The executor
acknowledged the fact ;but gave as an excuse that he had been instructed to do so
oy tlie Kádí Mundhir. Upon this, 'Abdu-r-rahmán seut for the Kádí, and, when
he was' introduced to his presence, spoke to him thus: "Is it true .that ' thou

. " orderedst the house of the brother of Najdah to be puUed down f "_ce 1 did,"
was .Mundhir's answer. "And what was thy reason for doing so?"-" I was
"guided by · those words of the Almighty, (may his name be exalted!) 'As .to
"the vessel, [it belonged] to certain poor men who did their business on the sea;
" .and I was minded to render it unserviceable, because there was a king behind
"them 'who took every sound ship by force. '" 41'Abdu-r-rahmán said nothing
further, and from that moment treated Mundhir, if possible, with greater deference
and .respect than before. .

"I'his Mundhir Al-bolúttí was the most learned theologianof his day. He was
deeply versed .in aU branches of law and literature, and was besides renowned
for his .probity and his justice. : .He' was born, as before said, at a smaU town clos~

to Cordova, 'called Fahssu-l-bohitt (the field of the oak-trees), in the 'year' 265
(beginning Sept. 2, A . ·D . 878). ' 'He · fil1ed the office of Kádí-I-jam'áh .(supreme

Account oí .
Mundhir Al.
bolúttí.
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judge) of Andalusduring the whole ofAn-násir's reign, after whose deathhe.w~

confirmed in it by his son and successor Al-hakem. '; He died in ' 355 (beginning
Dec. 27, A. D. 965), .and leftmany splendid works .on the .-Bumnah, or .body of
traditional law, on religious duties, and against the opinions oí. philosophers. " He
was likewise an excellent poet j and the worksofAI-fath,42 ·.Ibnu ..Sa'id, Ibnu
Hayyán, and others, ' are filled withextracts ~from his poems. ¡ ::

Many other illustrious characters graced the court of An-násir, or flourished
under this reign, whose names only would fill. a whole volume ; as . Ahmed Ibn '.
JAbdi-r-rabbihi, the author of the 'Ikd (neeklaces) ; ' Khalaf Ibn 'Abbás Az-zahráwí,
the celebrated physician ; 'Abdullah Ibn Yúnas Al-morédí; .Abú BekrAz-zubeydí ;
Mohammed Al-khoshaní : Ibráhím Ibn Ahmed Ash-sheybání : 43 .but, brevity being
the chief object of our narrative, we shall pass them over in silence, keeping for
sorne other time the mention which they so justly .deserve.. ,W~ cannot, however,
refrain from mentioning here one ,of the most distinguished, .namely, Kásim. Ibn OfKásim lbn

. " . " . " Asbagh.
Asbagh Ibn Mohammed Ibn Yúsuf Abú Mohammed; he was a native oí Baena; ' . Ó

a town belonging to the jurisdiction ' of Cordova. ::One .of bis .ancestors . had been
a freedman of. toe Khalif Al-walíd, son oí 'Abdu-l-malek. .' After taking lessons
at Gortlova from Bakí Ibn Mokhlid, Mohammed Ibn Wadhdháh,J.v.J;utreí.Ibn ,Kays,
Asoagh Ibn Khalíl, Ibn Meysarah, and others, Kásim departed for .the. East . in
company with Mohammed Ibn 'Aodi-I-malek 'Ión AYJE.en,44 . and witn M óhammed
Ibn Zakariyyá Ibn 'Abdi~l-'a]a.' !Fhis was in' the year 27.4 (beginning Mar. 27,
A. D. 887-). In thecourse of his travels Kásim visited Mekka, Kúfah, and Basráh; '
.where he .attended, the lectures oí the imost eminent professors and theologians

. ' of tlie time, sucli as ikI-mubarrad, Ibn Koteybah, and others. . He afterwards
went to Cairwán, and returned to Andalus, leaving behind him .his two travelling
companions. Kásim was deeply versed in the science oí traditions, as. well as in
.history ; he shone aboye all in grammar, poetry, and law, being often consulted
upon difficult points. He made a collection oí all .the traditionalstories contained
in the Sunan of Abú Dáúd. The cause of his writing that work was .as 'follows :
" Having arrived in 'Irák with .his friend Mohammed Ibn Aymen in. the year 276
" (beginning May 5, A. ' D. 889),' they found that Abú Dáüd, in search oí whom
" they had come, had died shortly before their arrival . in ' that country. . Hearing
" this, both friends conceived at the same time the idea of writing a work on the
" Sunán, following the chapters oí the book oí Abú Dáúd, in which theymight
" 'introduce such traditional sayings oí the .Prophet .and bis .companions . as each
" of them had learned from his different masters. This ideabeing carried into
"execution, each produced an excellent work, which is well known . now, and
" very 'much esteemed by ' students." . Subsequently to this, ,Kásim 'Ibn Asbagh
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Present made
to An-násir.

published an abridgment of his own work, which he entitled Al-mujtani bi-s-euna»
Ca selection from the Sunan) . .· He began it in the month of Moharram, "324
(DeC.A. D. 935), and dedicated it to the Amír Al-hakem, the son and successor
of An-násir, whose preceptor he was. It is divided into four parts.iand contai~s

twothousand four hundred and seventy traditional aHegations..
Kásim Ibn Asbagh was born on Monday the twelfth day of the month of.Dhí-l-

hajjah, 247 (Feb.A. D. 862). .
Bis Hájib and .M üsa Ibn Mohammed Ibn Jodeyr was An-násir'sHálib: his Wizírs were
WizÍrs. ~

'Abdu~l-malek Ibn J eh'war, 'Abdullah Ibn Ya'la, and Ahmed Ibn'Abdi-l-malek
.Ibn Shoheyd. The latter .made his sovereign a present so remarkable for the
invaluable artic1es, costly rarities, .&c., oí which it was composed, that it became
proverbial; it beinga common saying among the people of .Andalus, when they
wished to extol the beauty and value of an object, Ahsasi min hadyati-bn-Shoheyd
(handsomereven than the present of Ibn Shoheyd). As Ibnu Hayyán, Ibnu Khal­
dún, and other historians have preserved a list of the artic1es, &c., composing this
present, we shall here transcribe their narrative, and will begin with Ibnu Khaldún,
who introduces it in his account of"the Bení .Umeyyah, as a proof of the .great
power and .unmatched splendour and riches oí that dynasty when they ruled over 1­

Andalus. - .That diligent historian has also noted the date oí the day in ·which
the present was made, namely; on the' twenty-second day; '<Ji Jumáda-I-awal of the
year 327 (March 16, A~ D.939). Here follow hiswordse

" So magnificent was the present which Ibn Shoheydmade on this occasion to
" the Khalif An-násir that it became famous for its magnitude all over the Mo- .
" hammedanworld; and that even riow the memory of itsubsists among the people
" oí tliis country. No Sultán of Andalus, it is generally agreed, ever received
" a similar one; and it is added, that An-násir and his courtiers were so struck
"by its magnificence, that they unanimously declared that such a trait oí generosity
" stood unpara1leled in history. · Together with the present, Ibn Shoheyd sent an
" elegant epistIe or dedication, in which he expressed his gratitude for the honours
" conferred on himby .An-násir, and thanked that Khalif for his favours.The
' _e epistle itself was amodel .ofeloquence, and people eagerly transcribed it or
" procured .copies of it. An-násir was so much pleased both with the letter and

. " the present, that .he exalted Ibn Shoheyd in honour anddignity over his fellow
" Wizírs, arid doubled his .salary, which he raised to forty thousand dinárs oí .
" .Andalus, besidesone hundred thousanddinárs as a gra:tuity in the great festivals
,e oí 'the year. .

ee He also doubled his functions as .well as .his salary, for which '.reason he was
" caíled Dhú-l-wízárateyn .(the 'holder of the double Wizírate); Ibn Shoheyd being

" i
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" the first functionary of Andalus on whom that title ..was eonferred, in imitation,
" no doubt, ofSá'id -Ibn Mokhlid, Wizífof the. Bení 'Abbás at Baghdád, [who
" was so called]. . To all these honours An-násir added another distinction, namely, .
" that his seat in ·the council-room .should be raised higher than those oí -the
" other Wizírs, and that his name should be the first in the list oí the government '
" pensioners ~ in short, his authority and influence at court became immense. The
" following is the list of the articles, &c., of which the present was composed : .

~' Five hundred thousand ,mithkáls of coined gold ;45 four hundred . pounds of
" virgin gold,worth, in exchange, forty-five thousand dinárs : and silver bullion to
" the amount of two hundred b~dr.~ ,: . (lbnu-l-far~dhí mentions. only five. hundred
thousand dinárs.) ' . '

" Twelve pounds of lndian aloes, capable of bearingan .impression Iikewax , one
" hundred andeighty pounds of aloe-wood,of the best.quality ;47 and one hundred
" of another sort, resembling the __ muntaki," 48 (However, .Ibnu-l-faradhí.vwho
refers to the letter, and to the list of the articIes, '&c., .sentby Ibn Shoheyd, says
four hundred pounds oí thebest aloe," in which there was a piece weighing
one hundred arid twenty pounds.)

"One hundred ouñces of'pure rnusk," of the best quality." (Ibnu-l-faradhí,
quoting the aboye document, says two hundred and twelve.) .

" Five .hundred ounees of pale amber, of bhe snecies 'which preserves its quality
" without previous preparation. S í this, one ;p'ieee was to be seenrof -- wonderful
" dimensions, ' perfect in shape, and weigning one hundred ounces :" "(Ibnu-l­
faradhí says one hundred ounces ·in all, and one piece oí the weight oí forty
ounees.)

"Three hundred ounces of the purest camphor, of the best quality , . thirty
",pieces of silk c1oth, of various colours and patterns, printed and embroidered

." with gold, and suitable only for the Khalif's dress j ten pelisses, .Iined with
" themost costly martens' 51 fur, from Khorassán." , . ,

Ibnu-l-faradhí's 'accounf differs materiallyfrom this. He says, " ,Of 'robesof
"various eolours, intended .for the.Khalif's own use, partIy white, .and- partly.of
" other colours, thirty; five eloaks or' ?uter garments, of the same kind and shape as',
" those used by theFaquirs of the Sha'ybísect.vand destined also :forthe Khalif's
" ownuse , ten pelissesofthe best martens' fur, seven oí whichwerewhite, .and.
" carne from Khorassán, "and the remainder :oL various colours [came from other
" countries] ;.' six . square-Hrákian dresses, ; also fit: for: the Khalif; forty-eight
'e milháf:{cloaks) 53 , worked in flowers, for daily ':use ; and one hundred 'more, ' oí
'e the same manufacture, .to sleep in , at níght." . ,>.:.,' .

The reader must have observed that. with. the exoeption oí the thirty :pieces of
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silk c1oth, not one of the above articles of dress is: mentioned by Ibnu Khaldún;
.but we do not hesitate to adopt the aeeount of Ibnu-l-faradhí, which, from the .
faet of that author having derived his information from the list itself as well as
from the keeper of the presents, is unquestionably entitled to more eredit.

" Ten .heavy ehests .eontaining onehundred sable skins." (In this statement
both authors agree.)

" Six 'Irákian tents," and forty-eight horse-eloths made of silk worked with
" gold, manufaetured :at Baghdád; four thousand pounds weight of spun silk;
" and 'one thousand more of raw silk, of various colours, for spinning ;.' thirty pieces
ce, of the stuff called kaziun 55 for saddles." (Ibnu-l-faradhí .agrees with the above
account; but he observes that the manufactured silk didnot make part of the
present, but went directIy into the hands oí the .Sáhibu-t-tiráz, or .master of the
royal robes, who received it from Ibn Shobeyd, and entered it in the books oí
the wardrobe.)

" Thirty woolIen carpets of.different colours and patterns, each .measuring twenty
" cubits in length ; : one hundred rugs," intended for kneeling on. at prayer time,
" of the finest texture and choicest patterns." (Ibnu-l-faradhí adds, 'made in the
'same wayas the carpets.') ,

" Fifteen silk cushions of the . stuff called nukha, having the face of it shorn."
(This] Ibnu-l-faradlÍí observes, was also a stuff fof carpets oÍ! tlie finest quálity,
and sueh as was only, used by; very rich people.)

" Of arms and weapons tñere were; eight .hüridred suits ofarmour for horses,
" to adorn them in proeessions andpublic exhibitions." . (Ibnu-l-faradhí says only
one líundred , but he adds that they were of the most extraordinary workman­
ship, and highly finished.)

'.'.One thousand shields manufaetured at Sultániyyah; one hundred thousand
" arrows of the best kind.

" Fifteen select Arabian steeds of the choicest qualities, and destined for the
"Khalif's own riding." (Ibnu-l-faradhí says one hundred more, .fi t for military
incursions, and trained for war.) " ~Twe'nty mules for the Khalif's own riding, '

" fully caparisoned and bridled, and having the seats of the saddles covered with
" a speeies of ~Irákian velvet, calledghaffárí.» .· (Ibnu-l-faradhí says one .hundred .
steeds, namely, fífteen barbs .for the Khalif's own riding ;five more of thesame

class, but chosen among the rest for their superior qualities, most splendidly
harnessed and bridled, and having the .seats of the saddles covered with 'Irákian
velvet, also -for the Khalif''s. own riding; the remaining eighty were suitable for
servants and attendants. Besides. the mules. above mentioned, Ibnu-I-faradhí.

. counts :five ambling mules .remarkable. for .their swiftness .and easy. pace.):

. 't · .
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" The slaveswereas follows : Forty choice male slaves, and twenty females, with
"~ o their clothing and apparel a11 complete.The latter were, provided, besides, with
" all their jewels, ornaments, and musical instruments." (In this both authors
a·gree.)

"Ten kintars (hundred weights) of lump ~ugar; of dazzling whiteness, and
" without a speck in it."

" And lastly," says Ibnu Khaldún, '.' he presented his sovereign with a valuable
" villa, and the lands attached to it, in the sowing of which many thousands of
" mudd of grainhad been expended by the giver. . The stone only for the several
"buildings erected on the estate had cost eighty thousand dinárs in one e , year.
" There were besides twenty thousand trees of thé finest and most durable wood,.
" very straight, and in the best condition, the actual value of which was fifty
« : thousand dinárs."

So far Ibnu Khaldún; but Ibnu-l-faradhí, who, as we have stated elsewhere, saw
andotranscribed the 'epistle which Ibn Shoheyd sent along with the present, has
preserved soine detailswhich we think worthy of insertion in our present narrative.
He says, after mentioning the male and female slaves,-'" For a long time before,
" Tbn Snoheyd, who accompanied or commanded almostevery expedition sent
" against tlíe Chr istians; had destined a certain portion of his share in the sp'oil to
"purchase handsome captives of bdth-sexes, as' he l1imselt: infor-ms us in fiis epistle,
" where he says that he bought tBem :witR tlle' proQuce of victofY, ana tlirough ithe
" favour. dispensed to himby the Amír."

T
Xhe epistle ended thus, according to Ibnu-l-faradhí : "And when 1 heard that my

" illustrious master- (may God grant him his help 1) had deigned too'casi .bis eye
" .over the estate in the Kanb ániyyah," 1 immediately directed the Sultán's agent,
" Ibn Bakiyyah, to purchase it from the owner , and I 'did not rest until 1 heard
" that he had completely succeeded, and that the deeds were alreadydrawnin the
" Khalif's name. . The same thing was done withrespect to another estate in ' the
" vicinity of Jaen, called Sheyrah." When 1 heard that it had been described to
". the Khalif, who waapleased to inquire about" it, 1 never ceased importuning
," the owner of it until he sold it to me, with a11 its buildings, plantations, fields,

! "woods, and waters , the whole being duly transferred to Ibn Bakiyyah; who,
" I hope, willreap the next harvest thousands of mudd of every kind of grain.
" When, moreover, 1 ascertained that it was the Khalif's wish to build upon the
"latter estate, 1 immediately gave allniy attention to forestall his wishes. .and
" thought of the many spots which his gracious inajesty had been pleased to visit,
" in order to perpetuate his memory in 'their buildings. ' (May God ' prolong his
." life, and reward him [afterwards] even beyond his expectations !)Knowillg

' VOL . 11. x
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"that the foundations, the pillars, and the greater portion of the house were
ee built oí free-stone, I :conceived and fixed upon a plan oí improvement, which 1
" caused immediately to be executed; having spent in one year only wbat 1
"received fr¿m his servant, Ibn 'A'ssim, for twenty consecutive years [as the
" amount of my salary], since the total expense incurred in the building amounted
" to about eighty thousand dinárs, without counting the produce of the estate
" during that time, which was likewise spent in the object, nor the sale of timber,
" which is so abundant that when his servant Ibn Khalíl wanted upwards of three
" hundred and twenty thousand trees [for the purpose of building], and could only
" procure about two thousand every year, 1 undertook to furnish him the remainder

. " out of this estate, which 1 did ; the value of the timber which 1 then delivered
" into his hands being, at the lowest estímate, between fifty and sixty thousand
" din árs."

The donor oí the above present, Abú 'A'mir Ahmed 59 Ibn 'Abdi-l-malek Ibn
'Ornar Al-'adí, belonged to one of the most illustrious families of Andalus. His
ancestor Shoheyd had been present at the conquest oí that country by Tárik Ibn
Zeyád. His father 'Abdu..l-malek bad served in tbe armies of 'Abdullah, and
gained great reputation by bis courage and his talents; and by bim Abmed was
earIy trained to arms, and acquired tbat superiority in military affairs wbich made
him the scourge of the iñfidelS and the idol of the Moslems. He was so successfu~

in' bis expeditions against the Galicians and Frahks, tbat líe amassed considerable
riches, and was enabled to present the Klíalif A:n-násir with a gift such as no
subject ever before presented to his master.

Ibn Bessám relates of him, that hehad once a Christian page so exquisitely
handsome that no human eyes ever saw the like oí him before. This page he once
introduced to An-násir, who no sooner cast his eyes on him than he said to Ibn
Shoheyd, "Where and how didst thou acquire such an inestimable jewel ?" ce Jt
carne.to me," answered Ibn Shoheyd, "by the blessing of God." "By the Lord!" .
replied An-násir., "were any one to make me a present of the stars, or let me
choose between the moon and this page, 1 should not hesitate for an instant:"
upon which, Ibn Shobeyd, having prepared a suitable present, sent it to 'Abdu-r­
rahmán along with his page, to whom be said on parting, "Go, my son; thou
e, must form part oí the present 1 destine for the Commander oí the Faithful.
,e Were it not for the love 1 bear him, 1 would sooner have parted with roJ soul
ee than with thee." , .

The same author [Ibn Bessám] relates another curious anecdote respecting
An-násir, which he pretends to have received from aman who held it from another,
who .had it from the Khalifs own lips. Wishing on a certain day to be bled,
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An-násir sat himself down ' und~r a pavilion in the palace oí Az-zahrá, which,
overlooked the whole city, and sent for his . chief pbysician, wbo, having come
immediately, took out bis lancet, and bound tbe hand oí the Khalif, preparatory
to his bleeding him. "He was going to operate, when lo! there carne a starling,"
which perched itself on a beautiful golden vase in the rOOID, and uttered the fol­
lowing two verses, which it continued to repeat all the time the operation lasted.

ee O bleeder! take care bow tbou treatest the Commander oí the Faithful ;
ce For wert thou to open one of bis arteries, 'the life-oí the world might

ee escape through it." 61 .

An-násir was exceedingly pleased at these verses, and he much admired the wit
contained in them. Having tben inquired wbo had taught tbe starling, and dis­
patched him on su~h an errand, he was informed that the bird belonged to bis wife
Marjánah, the motber oí Al-hakem Al-mustanser-billah, the presumptive heir to the
throne, who, having previously trained the bird to repeat the verses, had sent him
on at the time when An-násir was going to be bled; upon which the Khalif made
Ma~ánah a present of upwards oí thirty thousand dinárs.

We shóüld never. finish, were we to transcribe here tbe innumerable anecdotes
respecting .this Khalif., which are scattered like so many loase pearls . over tbe
writings oí the ~dalusian ' poets and historians, andowill therefore proceed to ~ve

el notice oí bis son and successor, Al-hakem. .
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Ceremony at­
tending his
proclamation.

Accession of Al-hakem IL-Ceremonies attending his proclamatio~-Appoi~tme!lt oí a Hájib-e-Al-hak ém's
wars with the Christians-s-Piratical incursions of the Northmen-s-Ordofio IV. visits Cordova-Prepa­

rations made by the Khalif for his reception-e-Ordoiio intr~duced to the 'royal presence-s-His addr~ss to
Al-hakem-The Khalif's answer-s-Arrival oí ambassadors from Catalonia-e-and from NavarrEr-The

Countess oí Castile arrives at court':"-Transactions in Mrica-Séttlers in Andalus under his reign-s­
Al-hakem's love ofscience-His passion forbooks-e-Líbrary founded by him-s-Notice of literary men

living at his court-Character oí Al-hakem-His death.

ON the day after the death of 'Abdu-r-rahmán, his son Al-hakem; surnamed .Ab ú-l­
'ássin and Al-mustanser-billah (he who implores the help ofGod), ascended the
throne. It was on.a Thursday.' Immediately after his accession, Al-hakem s':lr­
rounded his person with all the pomp and magnificence of the empire, and sent
ddwn his letters to the provinces, apprising the people of his elevation, ano 'calling
upon them to swear aHegiance to him. On the same day he began to give his
attention to the regulation of his empire and tlie strengthening of his power, to
the inspection of the royal palaces, and the review and equipment of the troops.
Tli~ Sclavonians of the palace were the first to take the' oath of allegiance to
him: first came the eunuchs oí the palace, as Ja'far, the master of the horse and
of the royal robes, and other superior officers generaHyemployed in the household
of the greatest Khalifs, who were ordered to proceed immediately to swear in all the
Sclavonians under their orders; then followed the remaining officers of the royal
household, who were inferior in rank to the abóve-mentioned, whether kátibs, . '
servants, mukaddams (captains), or 'a'rifs (officers), all of .whom tendered their
respective oaths.

The people of the palace having been a11 sworn in, Al-hakem commanded his
chief Wizír, -Ja'far Ibn 'Othmán. : to proceed immediately to the residence of his
own brother, Abú Merwán 'Obeydullah," who kept aloof [from the ceremony],
and bring him, without accepting of any excuse, to his presence,' for the purpose
of exacting from him the customary oath of allegiance. He dispatched in like
manner Músa Ibn Ahmed Ibn Jodeyr on· a similar errand to his second brother,

. I '

Abú-l-asbagh 'Abdu-l-'a~íz. The two messengers, having taken with them abody «
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of troops, repaired to the house of the two princes, and escorted .them to the palace
of Az-zahrá, where every 'thing .was prepared for othe -approaching ceremony, : and .
where a great concourse of courtiers and nobles had already assembled from every
part of the city, to pay their respects to the new sovereign. ,AH the brothers of
Al-hakem, who were then eight in number, arrived at the palace .at night , and were
lodged [according to their rankJ in the two wings 3 of the palace. c, The .ensuing .
morning they took their station in ' theeastern and western halls, whilst the Khalif
sat on his throne runder the central gilded pavilion, one of those in .the southern
partof the palace opening upon the marble · terrace. The _ceremony having
oommenced; . the royal . brothers came first: , they approached .the throne, , and
inaugurated Al-hakem, reading the formula oí inauguration, and taking the . cus­
tomary oath, with all its sanctions and restrictions. Then carne the turn of the
Wizírs, and of the sonsof the Wizírs; and of their brothers, who ,were quickly
followed by the Shortah or body-guard, and by the servants of the palace. s ,This .
done, the brothers of the -Khalif, the Wizírs, and the nobles, tooktheir respective
seats to the .right and left of the throne, with the single exception oí 'Isa Ibn
Foteys, who stood in one corner of the hall, that he might swear -in the people
as they entered. The neighbouring apartments were as usual filled with public
funétionaries 'and courtiers who. had a right to be present . at such ceremonies.

In the hall :where the Khalif .sat, .stooa the great eunuchs' of the palace, in .
lines beginning at the right and left sid és of l Ee throne, and extending totlíe end
of the apartrnent, each roan keeping his own place according to his rank or dignity.
They, were all dressed in white tunics, the inner garments ·4 being of mourning;
and they were armed lWith swords. Next to them were the servant eunuchs, .
covered with mail, and having glittering swords in their hands; these were drawn
up in two lines over the 'terrace, ; On the adjoining parapets were the eunuchs of
the guard, with spears in their hands, and the Sclavonian eunuchs, dressed in white, .
and armed :with swords. . ,These were followed by ' other Sclavoniarreunu óhs .of

, inferior rank; and after these latter carne the archers of the guard , with their .. bows
'and quivers. Next to .the S~lavonian eunuchs were the black slaves, ;splendidly
arrayed, and covered with glittering 'arms; they wore white tunics, Sicilian helmets
on their heads, and held in their hands shields ofvariqus .colours ; theirweapons,
moreover, were ornarnented with gold. · , They were drawn up in" two lines [from
the ,terraceJ to the last parapet. . .At the ' gate ' of .As-suddah, .(Babu-s-·suddO¿h) . wer~
the chief door-keepers, and outside of it the horse-guard of 'bhick slaves.: ex­
tending in .lines to tbe gate of the domes (Báb'U¡-l~akbá). · , Next to them was the
body-guard" composed ofthe Khalif's own maulis.or freedslaves, also on horseback;

'and after them therestof the army, and of theslave~, 'and "the : arc~'ers" succeeding
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each other until the lines reached without interruption to the gate of the city
leading to the country. ,The ceremony being over, the Khalif granted the people
leave to retire, with the .exception of his brothers, the Wizírs, and the officers ofthe
household, who were directed to stay at the palaceof Az-zahrá until the body of
An-násir should be carried to: the palace of Cordova, there to be interred in the
cemetery of theRhalifs. ' '

Appointment A, l-hakem made no alteration in the a, dministr~tion as 1eft by his father An-násir.
of a Hájib.

Heconfírmed every one ofthe Wizírs named by his father, andappointed for hia
Hájib Ja'far AI-ask1abí (the .Sclavonian),who is said to have presented him on th~

day of his nomination with sundry precious objects, a list of which is given by Ibnu . "
Hayyán in his Muktabi«. The present consisted of one hundred Frank mamelukes,
mounted .on swift horses, and armed and equipped for war with swords, spears,
shields, targets, and Indian caps; upwards of three hundred and twenty coats of
mail, ofdifferent kinds; three hundred steel helmets; fifty.lndian helmets of wood; ' ,
sorne European helmets not of wood, called At-teshtanah j three hundred European
javelins , one hundred shields of Sultániyyah; ten suits of armour, of solid silver,
inlaid with gold; and twenty buffaloes' horns, gilt.

th eh ' t' "No sooner was the death of 'An-násir divulged," says the historian ' lbnue . ns lans. . .

Khaldün, "than the Galicians began to make attacks upon the .Moslem froritiers.
" In order to check their progress, :A:l-líal{em put himselfat tIle HeaU of líis army,
" and invaded the dominions oÍ- Ferdeland lbn Ghondisaíb [Ferran Gonzalez],
" besieged ShantEslitiban (San Estevan de Gormáz) , , which he took by force of
" arms, and afterwards destroyed, returning victorious [to CordovaJ; upon which _.

. .a thé Galicians ,desisted from their projects, and sought to make their peace with
" the Moslems."

After this, Al-hakem dispatched his mauli Ghálib to make war on theGalicians,
Having arrived at Medínah Sélim (Medinaceli), which was the focus oí the war,
Ghálib was opposed by a considerable army of the Christians; but he fought with
them, ..putting them to fiight, and causing them great loss. After which the
Moslems penetrated into the dominions of Ferdeland, which they overran and
wasted. '

.- .
Sancho, the son of Ramiro, King of the Basques (Navarre), having broken the

treaties by which he was bound [to preserve peaceJ, Al-hakem sent against rrlm
At-tojibí[Yahya Ibn MohammedJ ,5 the governor oí Saragossa, with a large body oí
troops. Seeing this, the King of the Basques implored thehelp oí his neighbour,
the King of the Galicians, who hastened to his assistance , but At-tojibí, having
met .and defeated their united forces near Kúriah (Coria), ravaged -tlie .dístríets
round that city, and returnedhome victorious, .
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Sancho the .same protection which his father An-násir had so graciously granted
to him, he resolvedupon appearing at court, and placing himself under Al-hakem's
protection. . The ' Khalif received him with all the pomp ando state before exhibited
on similar occasions, ordering his troops out on the day of his arrival, and com­
manding the officers of his household to go out to meet him some distance from the
capital, ' as may be read in the work of Ibnu Hayyán, who has preserved an
account of this and the preceding arrivals, and -of the interview which the Christian'
king had with Al-hakem. That historian says, that the Khalif bade him sit down,
promised him his assistance against his enemies, put on him a khil'ah orodress of
honour, and wrote a deed with his own hand, by which he engaged to aid him
against bis cousin Sancho, on condition that he should acknowledge hims~lf the
vassal of Islám, and forsake the alliance of the Count of Castile . .Ordoño swore to
fulfil the stipulated conditions by placing his right hand on the deed, and gave his
son Garcia as an hostage. He was then dismissed with presents and horses for
himself and followers, being escorted by the principal Christians who lived in
Cordova under the protection of the Khalif, that they might the better establish his
authority over his subjects, and reseat him on his throne. His son Garcia remained
in Cordova according to the stipulation. The following particulars are borrowed .
from Ibnu Hayyán..

Towards the end of Safar of the ~ear 351 (March, A. D. 962), the Klíalif
Al-hakem sent out two oí his maulis, named Mohammed and Zeyád, sons of
Aflah An-násirí, witli a portion of Iiis guard, to meet Gllálib An-násirí, governor
of Medinah Sélim (Medinaceli), who was then escorting .to Cordova King Ordhún l

IHn Adefonsh (Ordoño IV.) This Ordhún. : assisted by sorne small bands of
Galicians, who foHowed his banners, had been trying for sorne time to excite
dissension in the state, and had disputed the throne with a cousin of his, son of
his unc1e, Sancho Ibn Radmir (Sancho the Fat) , who had reigned before him.
Seeing that every attempt to seize on the throne had failed, the accursed Christian
bethought him of repairing to the court of Al-hakem, without either previously

. asking his leave, or making any stipulation. The cause of that sudden resolution
was his having heard that Al-hakem was preparing an expedition to march that
very year against him; 9 and not being in a condition to resist him, he decided
upon parrying, if possible, the blow aimed against him, and throwing himself''upon
the :mercy 'of ' the Khalif, hoping to be able to incline him to bis favour.
Accordingly, although he had no safe conduct or security whatever from .the
Khalif, he placed himself at the head of twenty of his followers, and crossed the
Mohammedan frontier. Ghálib An-násirí," amauli of Al-hakem, who was then .

. ' " _ -..-..•... .... .... . . ._.._._ - - -
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governor oí Medinaceli, having on the arrival of the Christianat that city inquired
the object oí his journey, Ordhún told him that he wished to go to Cordova for
the .purposeoÍ swearing vassalage to the Khalif; 'upon which Ghálib offered to
escort him thither at the head of a bady oí cavalry.

No sooner was Al-hakem informed of their arrival than he .sent forward the two PreparaÚolls .
f AH h . h . h H· ' , . h O d ,J' . made b);..the.sons o a wit anarmy to meet t em. a~lng come up wit r ono s retinue, Khal~ for h:is

the generalaof the Khalif encamped for a whole day, after which they struck their receptíon,

tents .and proceeded to Cordova. At their approach Al-hakemsent 'out Hishám
Al-mus'hafí with a 'numerous army completelyarmed andequipped [as for war].
They advanced straight to the gate of Cordova, and passed clase by the gateof the
palace. On his arrival at that piece of ground between the Bábu-s-suddah. and the
'Bábu-l-j enán. (the gate' of the gardens), Ordhún inquiredof one :of his escort '
where the tomb of An-násir Iidín-illah ('Abdu-r-rahmán III.) was; andthis ,being
pointed out to .him opposite the place where he stood within the rtuulhañ or
cemetery attached to the royal palace, he immediately dismounted, took off his
cap,l1 and having approached the spot point~d out to him, he wentupon 'his knees
and prayed ferventlt for a length ..oí time. After this he put on bis ' cap, .and
contintféd :ñis march towards the dwellingassigned .10 him by the Khalif, "which
was the palace called An-ná'urah (of the water-wheel). Prep'arator,~ to the reception
,oí ,his guest the Khalif liad caused the palace to De strewn with , everyvariety
'of carpet andcushion, and provided with eienYr <1escription of furniture: his com- ,

, 'mands were fulfilled in amanner 'that Ieft nothing to wish for, the Christian king
-and his suite being treated with the greatest attention and respecto In this manner
Ordoño spent the whole oí Thursday and Friday. Wh~n Saturday carne,'Al-hakem

'signified his wish to see the Christian, arid accordingly every necessary preparation "
'was made for the forthc óming ceremony. The troops were fully equipped and
'armed as in time ofwar; the Sclavonian guard was splendidly attired for the .
occasion ; the Ulemas, theologians, Kátibs, and poets were ' ordered ~ to appear
'in the audience-hall, "whilst theWizírs and other high 'functionaries of the state "

, received orders to be each at his post at the appointed hour, .
When the day carne, Al-hakem appeared seated on the royalthrone in the easternne is i!ltro.

hall oí 'his ·palaceof Az-zahrá, which opened .into the terrace, having 'on eaeh ~U;:ldp~:~~:~~~ .'
,sirle "his 'brothers, nephews, and.. other relatives, as well as the Wizírs: Kádís,éivil "
magistrates, and distinguished theologians, áridoother high functionaries, allsitting
in ':rows according to their rank or station. Among thero' was the ' supreme judge
oí Andalus; Mundhir Ibn Sa'íd Al-bolúttí. Presently Ordoño made his appearance
in the hall, being introduced by Mohammed Ibnu-l-kásim Ibn 'I'amís." .Theupper
.part oí his dress consisted of a tunic of white 'brocade, 'oí Christian 'manufacture;
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and a surtout 13 ., of the same quality and colour. He woreon his head a Christian
cap ornamented with costIy jewels. ' Grdbúo carne from his dwelling .[in Cordova]
to the city of Az-zahrá attended by a select party oí the chief Christian .residents
in Cordova, as Walíd Ibn Khayrün," who was the judge of' the Christians 'in
Cordova, 'Obeydullah, son ofKasím Al-matrán (bishop) 15 of Toledo, and others.
Whenclose to the palace, Ordeño and his suite entered into a p~ssage formedon
each side by bodies of infantry placed in , such ,admirable order that the eyes
were dazzled at their uniformity, and so thickly set that the mind was bewildered
at their :numbers . . Such was, moreover, the brightness of their ar~our and
weapons, and the variety and richness of their uniforms, that the Christians were
actually stupified at what they saw, and repeatedly crossed themselves in utter

' amazement at the imposing scene; they looked on with their heads down, their
eyelids contracted, and their eyes half-closed [through astonishment] until they
arrived at the outer gate of the palace ofAz-zahrá, called Bábu-l-akabá or : the
gate of the domes,' where all those who had gone out to meet Ordoño dismounted.
The Christian king .and the counts of his suite continued on horseback until they
came to the interior gate called Bábu-s-suddah, when all received orders to
dismount, and to proceed on foot,with the exception of Ordoño and Mohammed
Ibn Tamis, who passed mounted under the gateway. These two alighted at the
gate of the ce~tra~ southern Ravilion 16 in the building called Dáru-l-jandal €the
house of the stones) upon a raised platform, the steps oí. which were covered with
silver cloth. In thát veFY spot Ordoúo's rival and ~nemy, Sancho, the son oí
Ramiro, had alighted when he carne to visit 'Abdu-r-rahmán An-násir lidín-illah.
Grdoúo sat himself on the platform, and his suite sat before him [waiting for
Al-hakem's pleasure]. , Presently one oí the Khalif's officers made his appearance,
bringing thepermission for Ordoño to proceed; which he did on foot, followed
.by his suite. In this way he advanced towards the ..terrace. Arrived in front
of 'the eastern hall, where Al-hakem was, Ordoño stopped, uncovered his head,
took off his bornús,17 and remained for sorne time in an attitude of astonishment
and respect, unde~ the impression that he was now approaching the radiant throne
of the Khalif. Being motioned to proceed, he moved on slowly between the two
lines [of soldiers] drawn up along the length of the terrace; which he traversed,
until he carne to the door of the pavilion where Al-hakem sato ' When 'he 'had ,
arrived before the throne, he threw himself on the fioor, and remained for some
time in the most humble position; he then stood up, advanced a few paces', again
prostrated hirnself, and repeated this ceremony several times;' until he arrived at
a proper distance from the ~halif, when he stretched out hishand, and Al-hakem
gave him his. / After this he went backwards, without turning away.his face, to a'
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. seat .'covered with gold cloth, which had been prepared for him .at about ten cubits'
distance from the royal throne, being .all the time awe-struck at the imposing
scene. , Such among his -counts and followers, moreover, as had been .allowed tó
enter th~royal presence, advanced frorn hehind him with repeatedprostrations,
and approached the throne of the Khalif, ',who gave them his hand tokiss , after
which they all walked backwards, and placed thernselves at each side oí their .king.
Among them carne Walíd Ibn Khayrún, who, 'as before stated, w~s the Kádí or
judgeof the .Christians living in Cordova, and who acted as interpreter for King
Ordoño..on the occasion.
" Al-hakem kept silence for a while in order to allow Ordeño time .' to sit clown
and compose himself ;and when he perceived that the Christian ' had somewhat
recovered {from his fright] he broke silence andsaid, "~elcome.to our c.ourt,
" O ·Ordoño 1. may thy hopes be .realized and thy wishes fulfilled '1 , Thou wilt
"find in us the best advice and the most cordial reception, muchobeyond thy
" expectations," . When these words were translated to Ordoñoby his interpreter,
his countenance expanded and brightened up with joy; he carne down from the
raised couch on which he sat, and humbly kissing the earth before the Khalif,
exclaimed, "1 am .the slave of the Commander of the Faithf~l, my lord and Bis address 'to

. Al-hakem.
" master '; 'and 1 am come to implore ,his favour, to witness his majesty, and to
" place myself and my people under bis protection. . May'ohe be pleased to grant
" me his powerful .patronage, I añd 'consent to receive me into the numbe~ of his
" slaves ! 1 hope that 1 come to liim witli a just aemana .arid witli apure inten-

.," tion." The Khalif . ~nswered, "We look upon thee as one most deserving of .
"OUt considerationand esteemvand we are ready to grant thee that preference
" ,and advantage over the peopleof thy ·sect..which may render thee happy and
" content.·'Let us therefore hear the true cause that brought thee to our court,
" that we may place thee within the pale of our authority." No sooner was
the Khalif's .answer made .known to King Ordeño than heagain prostrated himself,
and .r emained. for sorne time' deeply absorbed in prayer.He then proceeded .to
state his case thus: 'r 1 need not remind thee, O Khalif, that my cousin Sancho,
"son of my uncle Ordoño, came once ,to this city to implore ' against me . the
" help ofthy glorious father and 'predecessor, ·the. Khalif An-násir, who hesitated
" not to granthim theassistarice he sought, as the most powerful Kings o, 'a~d

" greatest Khalifs are wont to do to .all those who seek themand rely on them. .
. " Yet the appearance ofSancho at this court was a compulsory act j bis subjects '

" detested .his rule. . and .so offensive was his .behaviour towards them that they
"choseme for , their king, although, God knows, 1 had not the leastwish to
" become :such, 'and .had takenno steps .whatever t~ arrive at the throne. H~w- ,
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" ever. vI did so at the solicitation of my subjects; upon which my cousirrwas
,'~ obliged to fiy the country, and take refuge in this city. It then pleased thy pre..:.,
" decessor (may God have mercy on him 1) to restore Sancho to his lost kingdom,
" and togrant him his powerful aid, without paying regard 'either to ,the offers of
," vassalage r made to him or the richpresents which from time to time 1 sent to,
"him.: This 1 bore with resignation, for truly the Commander of the Faithful was '
~e then, as thou art now, my liege lord. Suchwas the manner in which my cousin
~e came to Cordova; whereas 1 am comeof my own free will, without havingbeen
" compelled to do so by my subjects, or having been expelled frommy kin~dom

ee by them, as he was. 1 am come confidently to place myself, my people;my
:" castles, and such among my subjects as obey ,my rule, under. .the command of ,
e~ the Khalif, that he may decide between us two in his great wisdom." .T he
Khalif replied,-" W e have Iistened to thy words and understood their meaning, and

, ce certainly we will soon show thee greater favour, and our.benefits shall come down
e~ on thee more profusely even than those of my father ever did on thr enemy.,
"True, thy cousin Sancho. carne to our court first,and put himself under the
"prot~ction of this .our empire; but that is no reason why we should neglect
ee thee on his account. We 'will therefore diminish none ofour favours, and thou
ee shalt return to thy country happy .and content , we will collect together for the é
" the scattered portions of thy kingdom; we will niake t Hee :pora of all .the Histr-icts .
e~ .which once ack~owledged thy; sway¡ and are 'now in the hands of thy cousin;
,e we will give thee bur letters patent d éclaring our decision upon thy right [to
'fe the throne] and that of thy cousin; we will, in .short , deprive him of his usurped :
"dominions, and favour and protect thee greatly beyond thymost sanguine
.ce expectations. ' We take God towitness of the truth of our words." . Again did ,
Ordoño prostrate himself before the Khalif, expatiating in praise oí' his ,kindness
andgenerosity. He ' then rose to retire, walking backwards so as not to turn
his face from the Khálif. Having· thus arrived where the eunuchs were waiting '
forhimvOrdofio was conducted to the western hall opening upon the terrace, where
he plainly exhibited on his countenance the reverential awewith which he ,had

, ,

been. struck, and hisutter astonishment at the ' rnagnificence and splendour dis-
played befare hirn, as indicative of the power and strength oí the Khalifate, :'.. "In
.passing through thehall, the eyes of Ordoño fellon the .vacant thronetof the
Conimander of the Faithful: unable to repress ',his feelings, he advanced slowly

.towards .it, .and, having prostrated himself before it,-' remained :for ' sorne time in
the most humble position, 'as if the Khalif were sitting on it. He was next
conducted by the eunuchs to .a pavilion in the northern extremity 'of the [western]
-hall.rwhere he was told to sitdown on a raised cushion covered .with gold brocade: ,
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Whilst there, the Hájib Ja'farAl-mus'hafí approached him from another part oí
the palace; seeing which, Ordoño rose .from his seat, went up to him, made him
a most profound bow, and attempted tookiss his hand, hut Ja'farwithdrew it, and,
addressing him . in the most friendly terms, embraced him, ', 'and ithen satO"down
by hisside, and began to converse, with him, promising him good success .in his .
enterprise, and assuring him that the Khalif would most certainly fulfil his pro'~ise;
hearing which, Ordoño's joy .was doubled,

,Mter this, at a signal made by .Ia'far, a dressof honour, 'which the Khalif had
destined for Ordeño, was produced. It consisted of a tunic 18 of gold tissue, and a

, b~rnús of theisame material; ' with a belt 1H of .the purest gold, .set .with p éarls
and rubies of suchmagnitude and beauty that the eyes ofthe barbarian-rested
complacentIy on them;and whilst Ja'far was dressing him, he fell clown on his
knees and praye~ aloud {for the Khalif's preservationJ. ,This being done, Ja'far
sent foroevery one of the Christians who carne in Ordoño's suite, and gave each
a dress according to his rank; after which they all .left the .room with the greatest
humility, returning thanks for the .signal favour they had just rece·ived.After
traversing the same halls and the open terrace ~hrough which he had .come,
Ordoño, followedby the Christians of his suite, arrived at the central pavilion
where he liad alighted, and where py the Khalif's order a generous steed ~ichly

caparisoned, and having the saddle and bridle or~amented with pUl!egold, was.
prepared for him: Ordeño mounted, 'and, accomBanied.b~ Ibn rra~ís,. returned
to his ~welling in the palaceof the RissáfaB,20 wliich hadrb één provided with every
artic1e suitable to one .of his rank,-.. furniture, beds, earthenware, ~c. " In this
palace J!Jrdoñoand the Christians of his suite stayed until the moment . of their
departure, receiving daily the choicest provisions for their consumption, andbeing

• • A

otherwise provided with every .·comfort. 01' luxury. For a long ,time after, the
people of Cordova talked oí' nothing else than the rejoicings of that day, .and the .
-glorious onanifestation of .Isl ám. . The .orators -and poets; : who were present at .
the ceremony, failednot, as was the custom on suchoccasions, to deliver extempore
.speeches.or poems .allusive to the scene they had witnessed , but as it would take .
us far from .our subject to quote · any of those compositions here, 'we shall 'omit
them for .hrevity sake." " .. :

In the meanwhile his cousin Sancho, the son of Ramiro, .seeing the tempest
gather over his head, sent a message to the .Khalif, in his own name as well as
in .that oí. the counts a~d hishops of Galicia and Zamora, offeringhis submission, .
and imploring iüm·to .accept of it, and to continue to .him,the favours and protection '

. which . his father, An:-násir, had · dispensed to thero. Upon which Al~hake~

c()llsented togrant his request, on condition that he would demolish all the fortresses '
. " . " . .
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and castles on the frontiers of his dominions and close upon the Moslem territory,
[which was done.]

Arrival oí am- Sorne timeafter this, the kings 22 of Barcelona, Tarragona, and other cities,
bassadors from "
Catalonia; solicited .a renewal of the treaty of peace, as it existed before, sending as presents ~

twenty Sclavonian eunuchs," twenty kintars of sable-skins, five kintars of martens'
fur, ten suits of Sclavonian armour, one hundred Frankish swords, and other
articles, which the Khalif accepted, granting their request on condition of th~ir

.dismantling all the .fortresses in the vicinity oí the Moslem frontier, from which
marauding parties usuallystarted,-of their lending no assistarrce to the people
of ·their faith in their .wars with the Mohammedans,-and lastly, of their en­
deavouring to deter other Christian ,nations from joining their forces against the
Moslems.

. Then came ambassadors from Garcia, the son of Sancho, King of the Basques
(Garcia of Navarro), with a number of bishops and counts of that country, to
solicit peace; which was likewise granted, notwithstanding the procrastination and
deceit 'which that monarch had lately manifested; upon which they all returned
to their country rejoiced and satisfied. ,

The Countess The rnother of Count Ludherik Ibn Beláshk ' (Rodrigo Velasquez) went also
, oí Castile ar~, ,

rives at eóurt. to tlte court of Al-hakem. This Ludherik was a powerful chieftain, whose states
bordered 24 uRonGalicia. Having lirst dispatched the great officers of his court
to meet the Christian princess, the Khalif received her in state, granted the peace
she requested on b éhalf of. her son, and gave her a large sum of money to be
distributed among her attendants, besides a rich present for herself. Theday
ofi líer entrance into Cordova was a day of festival, great crowds of people flocking
to 'witness the imposing sight. She came mounted on a swift mule, thesaddle
and bit of which were richly ornamented with gold, and 'the covering made of silk
cloth, also embroidered with gold. · The audience being over, the princess ' b~de

farewell to return to .her .country , but before her departure [for CastileJ she had
another audience of the Khalif, who received her asgraciouslyas before, and
made her suitable presents for her journey.

'Iransactíons After the death o,f Abú-l-taysh.' the Idrísite, who, as 'befare related, was killed
in Africa.

' in an encounter with the Christians of Andalus, his brother, Al-hasan Ibn KanúIÍ, '
:who~ hehad appointed to govern during his absence, succeeded him In the
kingdom." , Al-hasan persevered in his .allegiance to theBení Umeyyah,- and
caused the khotbah to be said in 'their name in all the mosques of his dominions.
Subsequently to this, Balkín Ibn Zeyrí Ibn Menád As-sanhájí, a Berber chieftain
residing in .Eastern Africa, 'who had embraced the religious opinions oí the
'Obeydítes.jnvaded alsoWestern Africa, and completed the work begun by Jauhar~

~ J. .


