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appointed .. also one o~ , his sons, named .'Ornar, to that of, Morór, They relate .. oí
. this 'Abdu-l-malek, that when he perceived that notwithstanding the separation oí
.Andalus from the Eastern empire, it was still the custom .to say the khotbah for '

'AbÚ 'Ja'far.Al-mansür in' a11 .the mosques, be, advised 'Abdu-r-rahmán to have the
name of thatKhalifomitted in the public oprayers"and broughtto his .recollection
all 't he ) njuries 'which ' theBení Umeyyahhad s~stainedfrom' the Bení . "Abbás.
At first, 'Abdu-r-rahmán would not 'listen : to his '.advice, and the prayers continued
as before j but; ·on 'Abdu-l-malek insistingstrongly, he at last gained his object,
They say that as 'Abdu-r-rahmán upon acertain occasion refused 'to accede to his
entreaties on the subject, 'Abdu-l-malek saidtohim, ." If thourefuse tocomply
" with my request, O Amír'! andallow Al-mansiir's name to bementioned in ,the

,~'prayers, Iwill certainly destroy myself." . Uponwhich, 'Abdu-r-rahmáncmoved
by hiadetermination, and not choosing to lose so zealous .a servant, granted his

. request; and from that day the Khalif's namewas no longe~ . proclaimed from the ,
pulpits, as it had been during the first ten months of his reign,
, This 'Abdu~l-malek Ibn 'Ornar was an exce11ent poet. ' Seeing one day at Seville

a solitary palm-tree, which brought to his reco11ection the place' oí hi~ birth in
, Syria, and the friends he had Ieft there; he ' exclaimed, in a fit 'oí irrepressible
sorrow,- ,

" O palm-tree '! like myself, -thó u' art -alone lana;
" away from thy kindred. " "

" Thou weepest, .and closest the calix of thy flowers.
", lament the, generatíng seed scattered ón the mountain '? '

" Yes, 1 do ;'f or aUhoughthey -allrnaytake root in a congenial soil [like
" that] watered by the Euphrates,

" Yet orphans ~re they a11; since the Bení ·'Abbás have drivenme away.
" froin my family.":'

Anotherofthe Bení Umeyyahwas Jazi Ibn 'Abdi-l-'azíz, :brother of the Khalif
'Ornar Ibn 'Abdi-l-tazíz, He went to Andalus, and settled ,there. He .diedbefore

, 'Abdu-r-rahmán, and was a virtuous and exemplary man , following in most things
the steps of his brother the Khalif. .

Among the il1ustrious indi~iduals who settled in Andalus under this reign maybe
counted Abú-I-ash'ath Al-kelhí,who was far advanced iÍ1 age .when hearrived in
Cordova. "This-man preserved' traditions from hismother, who held them herself
from' 'A'yeshah. ,(May Go·d's. .favour be ori her!) He became a .great favourite

'with· ,Abdu-r-rahmán, who admitted him 'to his privacy , ' and he was generally
esteemed for his amiable temper and his' virtues :he had, however, onegreat fault,
riamely,, that of being somewhat fond of. turning men and things .into .ridicule, and
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indulging in jests. ' . The following is given as ' an instance: When the Sultán
,Abdu-r-rahmán heard of the death of' Habíb 5 Ibn 'Abdi-I-malek Ibn 'Ornar Ibn
Al-walíd Ibn'Abdi-I-malek Ibn Merwán, wh'o had been his most intimate friend,
and for whom he always showed more deference than for any other member of his
family, he began to weep, and to implore the Almighty to forgive the sins of the .
.deceased. Abú-l-ash'ath, who was standing by the side ¿f the Sultán when Habib's '
death was announced, and whose jests 'Abdu-r-rahmán was in the habit of bearing
with extreme patienceand.good humour, said aloud, and as if he were addressing .
the deceased,-" O AbúSuleymán! thou hast descended to the grave, and it
"was 'Il;ot until thou wast comfortably lodged there that the Khalif began his
"lamentations." Hearing which, 'Abdu-r-rahmán, who could scarcely. suppress
thesmile on his lips, turned round, and went away. The preceding anecdote is
related by the historian Ibnu Hayyán in his Muktabis, as well as by the Háfedh
Ibnu-I-abbár, who borrowed it frorn him.

We .have said elsewhere that a treaty W3.S concluded between 'Abdu-r-rahmán
and Yúsuf, in virtue of which the latter was to reside in Cordova. : It was not
long, however, before Yúsuf infringed the conditions he had agreed to observe.
In the year 141 (beginning May 13, A. D. r58) he Ieft Cordova secretly, and,
putting hirnself at the head of his numerous fol1owers, tried to raise the country
against 'Abdu-r-rahmán. . ~ccording to the historian Ibnu Hayyán, this happened .
thus: It appears that Yúsuf was possessed _of considerable property in land in
the neighbourhood of Cordova, whicli he was .enabled to retain by -one of the
articles in the above-mentioned treaty. Sorne people, however, having disputed
witli liim the title by which he held sorne of his estates, they went before the
magistrates, who decided in favour of the c1aimants and against Yúsuf. When the .
sentence was communicated to that chief, he ,complained bitterly of the injustice,
and uttered some strong expressions against the son of Mu'áwiyah; which being
speedily reported to that monarch by the enemies of Yúsuf, led to a rnisunder­
standing between them. At last Yúsuf, fearing for his life, secretly left Cordova,
and retired to Merida," where he hadnumerous partisans, and was sóon sur-
rounded by twenty thousand adventurers fromall parts of the country. His
power having gradually increased, Yúsuf fiattered himself that he could success-

. fully contend against the arms of Ib~ Mu'áwiyah; who was no sooner acquainted
with Yúsuf's movements, than he gave orders to ~is generals to attack the rebels,
whilst he himself went out of Cordova with a powerful army, and took up his
quarters at Hisnu-I-mudowwar (Almodovar), a town atsome distance from that
capital. In the mean while, 'Abdu-I-malek Ibn 'Ornar ' Ibn Merwán, who was
governor of Seville, had gon~ in pursuit of the rebels with all the forces he could
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muster, He met Yúsuf with whom he had several sharp encounters, until . at His defeat and

last he completely 'defeated him, killing most oí his men, and putting the remainder death,

to flight. Yúsuf, however, contrived to makeJiis escape, and .reached theneigli-
bourhood ofToledo; hut, whilst he was: in .one of .the villages oí that district,
he was met by amán named 'Abdullah Ihn 'Amru. Al-ansárí, who, having recog­
nisedhim, said to those who were with him, "This isno douht the Feh~ite [Yúsuf],
" who has taken refuge among us because the country is against him. .To kill
" him wouldbe a service to him and to this country ;" sayingwhich, he dealt him
a blow with his sword, and stretched him rlead at his feet: afte~ this he cut
off his head, which he carried to 'Abdu-r-rahmán, who, on his return to 'Cordova,
ordered that the event should be announced to the inhabitantsby the public crier,
and that the head of Yúsuf should be nailed under tbe central arch of the bridge.
He tben ordered'Abdu-r-rahmán, the son ofYúsuf, to he beheaded, and his head
to be placed beside that of his father ; which order was punctually oheyed, the heads
of the father and son being placed on two spears under the gate .of the royal palace.
Thus tbe go~ernor Yúsuf ended his days, after having been in command oí Andalus
for a period of upwards of nine years. He was tbe son o~'Abdu-r-rahmán,son oí
Habib, son of Ahú 'Obeydah, and the great-grandson 'of 'Okbah IhnNáfi' Al-
felirí, the founder of Cairwán, who, during the Khalifate of Mu'áwiyah Ihn Abí
Sufyán, had been governq,r of the Mohamnleaan conquests in Easter-n arra iWesteFn a f e
Africa. '

As to his Wizír, As-samíl, he soon sliar éd a similar fate. No sooner was the
flight of ~úsut discovered, than hewaaarrested and tbrown into a dungeon. He
was after.wards · summoned . to the. presence of 'Abdu-r-rahmán, who interrogated
him as to the place whither Yúsuf had gone. "1 do not know," answeredAs­
samíl. "Well, then," replied 'Abdu-r-rahmán," thou shalt remain in prison
" until thou dost know. · Thy son was seen in his ,company before he wasmissed,
" and 1 make ' thee responsihle for his re-appearance."-" Thournayest do thy
" worst," retortedAs-samíl, "but, were Yúsuf here under my foot, 1 would not
" raise it to give thee the opportunity oí seizing .on him." . Hearing this, 'Abdu-r­
rahmán ca~sed him to be cast into a dungeon, together with thetwo :sons ofYúsuf,
Abü-l-aswad Mohammed, afterwards called Al-'ami (the .blind), and "Abdu-r­
rahmán. These latter, however, succeeded sorne time afterwards in bribing. some
oí their guards, who procured them. the .means of escaping from prison. Abú-l­
aswad fled to the provinces; ' where he excited a rebellion agairist his sovereign,
and maintained himself until he died ofanatural death in 169 (beginningJuly 13,
A.D.785. · 'Abdu-r-rahmán was .not so successful: being a very corpulent roan,
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his own weight ,overcame' him, and he fell : .he was discovered, .brought back to
prison, and put to death as we have elsewhere related.

They say that As-samil, : who was in prison with them , obtained intelligence
of'.their .plans of escape, but would not follow them, and, remained. ' However,
after the death of Yúsuf, 'Abdu-r-rahmán sent sorne people, who strarigled As-samíl
in' prison, and he was found dead on the following 'rnorning. , Others say that he was
poisoned, arid that one day as the Sheikhs of the Bení Modhar went to ,see him in
his prison, they found him a ~orpse, having close by his side a cup,? as, if he
had been drinking; upon, which one of the beholders exclaimed, "By Allah! ,
" O Abú-l-jaushanvwe.need not be told tha t thou drankest the potion; but there
" can be no doubt either as to the hand that administered it." As-samíl was the son
of Hátim, son of Shímr, son of Dhú-jaushan; others makehim the son of Hátim,
son of 'Amrú, son of Junda', son of Ash-shímr, sonof Dlni-jaushan. His ancestor,
Ash-shímr, had been one of the most illustrious citizens oí Kúfah, and one of the
murderers 8 of Huseyn Ibn Abí Tálib (may God be favourable to him l). 'As to
As-samíl, he entered Andalus in the suite of Balj Ibn Beshr, with other noble
Syrians and Arabians. ' He had previously fought in the Maghreb (Western África)
against the Berbers, at the orders of Kolthüm Ibn 'Iy ádh, then governor of the
Mohammedan settlements in Africa. H~ distinguished himself by; his bravery and
his experience in militar.y afl'airs. To these qualities ne 'oweo his rapid promotion
in the army, ánd the ~eat favour he always enjoyed with Yúsuf, who intrusted
to him the command of liis armies.

As-samíl was a tolerably good poet , but an uneducated man, and could not
;write : he was very fond of intoxicating liquors, and was often inebriated. Notwitb.­
standing these faults, he obtained the command of t~e Arabs :in ,Andalus; for,
although Y üsuf:was nominally their Sultán, he was completely the master of '
that chieftain, -overrwhose mind he 'exercised the greatest .infíuence. " As-samíl
obtained the command at the same time ,with Yúsuf, in the year 129: he retained ' '
it until it passed into the hands of th~ Bení Umeyyah, whoseempire ceased not
to increase in extent and strength until the fourth century of the Hijra, when
their empire was. overthrown, and their power ' vanished~ away, 'as did that oí other
mighty dynasties which preceded it. " Thus are the .immutable decrees of the .

.Almighty irrevocably fulfilled on his creatures. God isgreat! God is great!
There isno God but him, the merciful, the compassionatel

In .the ' y'ear 146 (beginningMarch 20,A. D. 763), AI-'ala Ibn MughíthAI­
yahssobí .sailed from Eastern .Africa .with aview to' re-establish the supremacy oí
the Bení 'Abbás, and to plant .their black banners in Andalus. ' He 'landed 'with

As-samíl '
poisoned by
'Abdu-r­
rahmán's
ord er.

lbn Mughíth
invades An­
dalus,
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.a small force on the .western coast, I,and t ook possession of Beja,where he 'fortified
himself. Having .called upon .the ·,inhabitants.. of-that city and the ·:.surrounding
districts to aid him in his . undértaking, .great multitudes answered hiscall, and
he soon saw himself surrounded by considerable .forces, .with which he began to
molest all those who remained faithful to the cause of .the Bení .p meyyah. . No .
sooner was 'Abdu-r-rahmán informediof his Ianding, than he hastily collect~d

sorne. troops and marched against him: he overtook himjn the neighbourhood
of Seville, whither Ibn Mughíth had rmarched in the hope-of reducing .that
wealthycity; anda battleensuing, the victory remained -on the side oí ?Abdu-r'::'
rahmán , .Mughíth himself, and most of his officers; ' falling into ' his " hand(
Having ordered ..the .execution of all his prisoners, thevíctorious monarch .caused
their heads to be secretly 'conveyed to Cairwán tand- Mekka, . and .to be :cast

' at night into the squares and principal streetsof those two cities, together
with the black . banners oí the . 'Abbássides, .and the . dispatches and credentials
which Ibn Mughíth had .brb:ught with him from Abú Ja'far Al-mansúr. Another

. account says .that when ..the·.unfortunate -general was brought . into the ipresence
of 'Abdu-r-rahmán, thatrnonarch ordered first the hands of .his .enemy to becut
.off, and then his feet; .he then hadohim beheaded, together with the principal Is defeatedand .

óhiefs ,üf tlie i~surrection. · I~ order the better to strike 't error intochis .enemiesj' put to death .

. 'Abdu-r-rahmán caused Iabels, inscribed with the names of the deceas érf tri De'
.suspended from theirears ; their head~ were tlien. sto~ed in seétled bags, together
with the black banners of the nouse of 'Aooás, 'and .tlie' wholegiven :too.a trusty
me'rch~nt~ who was directed to .conveyhis cargo to Mekka, .and deposit it inpublic
places .. at a .certain .time. The .merchant did as he was ordered. .It happened
thatAbii Ja'far Al-mansúr, the reigning Khalif, by whose ordersthe expedition
had been undertaken, was in Mekka -at the time, whither he 'had gqIle .on pil-
grimage, .and .the bags wer~ secretlyplaced at the door. .of his tent. When .the
guards saw them in themorning, the circumstance was .icommunicated to AI-:
mansúr, who immediately-opened them .hhnself,when lo! theifirst thing that
rnet his ... eye was the gory head of his ,trusty . servant Ibn Mughíth: .he .'.then
broke .out .into maledictionsagainst 'Abdu-r-rahmánvand exdaim~d, ' ~'The' fate
,e of this unfortunate .man (meaning ' Ibn ~ Mughithruuffíciently .discloses tous .the .
,e wicked intentions of that demon. · .God be praisedJor placing .a sea ' 'between
,e us !'? . .

Owing '10 ' this .occurrence, Al-mansúr always bore 'Abdu-r-~ahmán greathatred;
an~ ,never failed

l

, : . as long as he lived, ':'Í(). do him .all .the harm he could.ibycausing
inroads :.10 'be .made .Into .hisdominions, -and stirring .up ,the .Arabs .of Andalus to
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rebellion, . Yet Al-niansúr, though he hated him so intensely, would often speak oí
him in the highest terms, extolling his sagaeity and his prudence, and doing justiee
to his military talents. He used to eall him Sakru-l-koraysh 9 (the hawk oí Koraysh),

on aeeount of his deeds in Andalus, the many dangers he had .escaped on his
way to that country from the East, and the rapidity with which, though desti­
tute of resourees, and with only ahandful of followers, he had snatched so mighty
an empire out oí his hands, and transmitted it as an inheritance to his posterity.
Upon one oceasion he told his courtiers, "Do not wonder at the dimensions
c: l and strength oí this our empire; what is 'really wonderful is the enterprise,
c: l wisdom, and prudenee displayed by the youth of Koraysh; when, destitute of
c: l friends as he was, he hesitated not to thrust himself into the paths of perdition,
C:I and to invade a distant island, difficult of access, ando defended by a well appoin~ed
"army. See how, profiting by the feuds and enmities oí the rival tribes, he has
c: l caused them to rise in arms against one another; how, by prudence and good
c:, government he has gradually gained the hearts of his subjects ánd quelled their
el rebellious spirit; how, in short, he has overeome every difficulty, and made
" himself sole master of the country."

A very striking resemblanee has been pointed out as existing between 'Abdu-r-
rahmán and his contemporary and rival, Abú Ya'kúb Al-mansúr, oí the house of
,Abbás. Both were equally, distinguished for pi'Udence, vigour,and talents for
administration; b oth disp'layed the same energy in humbling the pride, and the
same unflincliing severity in ·cHastising '.the rebellions of th éir subjects. They had
~et other points ofresemblance: both their mothers were natives of Barbary, and
eaclí of them put to death his own nephew, since, as is well known, Al-mansúr
killed the son of bis brother As-seffáhvand Abdu-r-rahmán ordered the exeeution
oí Al-mugheyrah .Ibn Al-walíd Ibn Mu'áwiyah. But tú return.

Rebellion o.f In the year 151 '(beginning Jan.' 26, A. D. ' 768,) there was another revolt 10

the Yemenites, • . 'Abd hmá T'h b 1 havinz: d i 1against u-r-ra mano e re e s, avmg mustere In arge numbers, marched
against the capital. This intelligenee beirig brought to 'Abdu-r-rahtnán, orders were
sent to "Abdu-l-malek Ibn 'Ornar, the governor of SeviHe, immediately to attack
the enemy. " Abdu-l-malek, after giving Umeyyah," one of his sons, the . ~Olnmand

of the van, marched against the rebels. , .; In .thismanner Umeyyah suddenlycame
up withthe enemy ;but finding .their numbers too great, and not .daring to engage

!1~~~~l~ct oí them, he fell backupon his father's army. When .'Abdu-I-malek saw his son thus
malek. fiying before the rebels, his indignation was roused to the highest piteh, and 'he

said to him,. " Howcamest thou,O coward, thus to abandon the post intrusted to
" thy eare ~ The people.of .Andalus and Africa know how we 'carne hither to escapé
" from death, but thou meetest it:" saying which, he ordered him to be beheaded; ,
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which was done. He then called together his friends and relatives, and said to
them, "Are we come from the East to the extreme limits of these regions , and
" have we gone through so many dangers and oprivations, to be now so sparing of
" the few sparkles of life which still remain in our bo~ies? Let us throw away the
"scabbards of our good swords, :and perish rather than be vanquished." Thus
saying, he placed himself at the head oí his troops, and charged the enemy with
great determination. The people 9f Seville,12 and the Arabs oí Yemen. .were com­
pletely defeated: so great was their loss on this occasion, thattheynever afterwards
recovered the blow. Thirty thousand bodies onboth sides remained :,on the field
oí battle, ' and 'Abdu-l-malek himself was severely wounded.·.. When ,'Abdu-r­
rahmán, who came ,up after the battle, heard oí the exploits . achieved by .his
trusty relative, and saw the blood ooze from bis wounds and drop from his
sword, the hilt of which actually clave to the palm of his hand. .he rewarded
him most munificently, and said to him, "O cousin l I have ordered my son ' '
'.' and heir Hishám to marry one of thy daughters," to whom I will give so .much
" out of my treasury as dowry. I likewise give thee 'so much, and thy sons SO ':

" much; 1,give thee and thy sons such a castle and such a town, and appoint "
" thee besides to the office of Wizír."

In the year 163 (beginning Sept. 16, A. D. 779), according to Tbnu Hayyán, ~::~~acy

'Abdu-r-rahmán put to death 'Abdu-s-sellám Ibn Yezíd Ibn Hishám,14 .better 'Abd~-r-!.1:
' rahman ws-·

known by his patronymic AI-yezídí, He likewise ordered the execution of his covered,

own nephew, 'Obeydullah Ibn Abán Ibn Mu'áwiyah Ion Hishám. It- appears
that these two indivi~uals, with many others, had entered into .a conspiracy to
dethrone 'tAbtlu:'r-ranmán. . A mauli of 'Obeydullah, who was in the secret, .and
had assisted in their plans, discovered them to 'Abdu-r-rahmán, who immediately

1 caused the guilty parties to be .arrest éd, and sentenced them to death. Abú
'Othmán, his chief Wizír, was .likewise in the conspiracy; but 'Abdu-r-rahmán,
grateful for his past services, spared his life, ,

' In the year 167 (beginning Aug, .4, A. D. 783), .says Ibn Hazm, another of ·
'Abdu-r-rahmán's nephews, whose name was Al-mugheyrah Ibn Al-walíd Ibn
Mu'áwiyah, was put to death' on thecharge . of having formed a ' conspiraey to E.xecution of

• . ' . ' ~ ' , , • • bis nephew Al·
dethrone his uncle. The .same .fate befel Hudhey1 .Ibn As-samíl Ibn . Hátim, HISmugheyrah:

ownbrother, Al-walíd, ,Al-mugheyrah's father; he exiled to the opposite coast of
Africa, though he gave him permission to take with him his' sons, family, and
treasures. It is said in the Mas'hab . that on the day in which 'Abdu-r-rahmán
ordered the execution 'of his ' nephew, one of the favourite maulis of tbat monarch
entered his presence, .and Jound him absorbed in thought, and with signs of deep
sorrow on his countenance. After sorne time 'Abdu-r-rahmán raised his head, and
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said to him·;-.·"·lt is a wonder to us, how, after all our endeavours to place these
ée people in a situation of security and comfort, and after riskirig our life, until God,
'e.whose motives are a mystery, was pleased that we should carry our purpose, they
,e should be so ungrateful as to array themselves in arms against us . . They come
,e to this country, flying frorri the swords of our enemies ] and yet, when we receive
" them with open arms, and give them a share in the empire which Goddestined
e, ·for us alone,-when we grant them security, and surround them with every
"comfort and luxury.c-sthey stir their arms, ínflate · th~ir nostrils , fancy them':; ·
,e selves superior to us; and try to resist thatpower which the Almighty has placed
e, inour hands i But God has chastised their ingratitude by permitting us to pry
'.' into their secrets, and by turning against them the blows which they aimed
" at us." .

'Abd~-r- . In this same year (A. H. 167)'Abdu-r-rahmári made known his intentiori to
rahman pre- .. • . .. ' . : . ' . ,
par~s to invade march to Syria-at the head of his army, and take the emplre from the Bení
Syna. 'Abbás;:.. He accordingly ~egan to make every preparation, and wrote to ohis

. relatives, maulis, and partisans of his house; ' apprising them of his determination.
He was to leave his eldest son, Suleymán; to command in. Andalus in ' his absence,
whilst he himself, at the head of his troops, was to .invade Syria. However, the
rebellion ofHuseyn Al-ansárí, who rose about this time at Saragossa; disconcerted
his plans, and frustrated íhis purposes.

Rebellion of Besides the aboye rebels, 'Abdu-r-rahmán had to reduce many o oth érs of the
the Fátemí.

principal Arabian tribes, who, during his reign ,' rose in various parts of his .do-
.n iinions·, although God was pleased to render him victorious over every ·one of
tHem. In o their number may be counted a Berber who o passed himself off as a
descendant of Fátimah," the daughter o of the Prophet• . This man raised the
standard of revolt at the town of Santa Maria,and the mischief lasted for two
years, until one of his own followers treacherously .slew him.

OfHayyát Ibn . Hay.yát 16 Ibn MulábisAI-hadhramí, governor iof Seville, .'Abdu-l-ghaffár Ibri
Mulábis.

Hamíd Al-yohssebi; governor. of Niebla, and 'Amrú Ibn .Tálút, governor of Beja,
are .alsoc6unted ... among the Arabian chieftains who opposed the authorityof
'Abdu-r-rahmán, and rose in arms .against him. After the death ofAbü-s-sabáh; ,
.thé chief of theYemení Arabs, whom 'Abdu-r-rahmán, as aboye ° r~lated , caused
Io beexeciited,17 the three illustrious individuals 'just named °swore to revenge

' the murder of their friend ; and having :collected the ' troops of their respective
governments, marched upon Cordova. But they were met ·by the troops of the
Sultán, anddefeated with awful carnage : all the above-named chieftains remained

. dead on the field. oí battle, .0 1' wereovertaken 00 and put to death in .their flight ]

though there are not wanting historians who assert that they contrived to escape
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from the slaughter, ' and were sorne .time , afterwards ' pardoned by 'Abdu-r­
rahmán. .'

Al-huseyn 18 Ibn Yahya Ibn Sa'íd Ibn Sa'd Ibn 'Obádah Al-khazrejí rose likewise Oí Al-huseyn
" , . Ibn Yahya,

at Saragossa in the year 157 (beginning Nov. 20, A. D. 773), assisted by Suleymán governor of

Ibn,YokdhánAl-'arabíAl-kelbí; the principalchief df .that insurrection." ' They Saragossa. .

rnaintained themselves for sorne time against the armaof''Abdu-r-rahmán, until at .
last Al-huseyn treacherously killed Suleymán, and Al-huseyn himself fellInto the
hands of'Abdu-r-rahmán, who hadhimexecuted, as we have related."

Inthe year 163 (beginning Sept. 16, A ; D. 779); Hasan Ibn 'Abdi-l-'azíz Al~ ?fbH.as~n !bn. . ' " A dI-I- aZIZ.
kenání 21 rose at Algesiras; but on the arrival of the troops sent against himby
'Abdu-r-rahmán, he embarked ,on board a vessel, and sailed for théE~st. · '.

" But in order to check in future the rebellious spirit of theArabian tribes, whom,'Ahbd~-r-t k- . ra man a es
he foundanimated 'with a strong hatred towards him, 22 'Abdu-r-rahmán. begarr to -B.erbersinto
cease all com~unication with theirchiefs, and to surround his person:~th slaves hIS pa

y
:

and people entirely devoted to him , for which end he engaged ··followers and took
clients from every province of his empire, as well as from Africa, ,H e' sent people
over to enlist BeÍ'bers in his service; and those who came to him he ' treated so 'weil '
as to make their corriradeS,desirous of following them, :In this manner, says the
historian Ibnu Hayyári, 'Abdu-r-rahmán collected an army of slaves and Berbers,
amounting to upwards of forty tlióusand men, hNi means ()~ wnom he alway.s rema:in~a e' .
victori óus .in every contest with the Arabian tribes of rAndalu~ ; hisemr,ire was

strengthened, and raised on salid ,fOl:lnoationsó
, Whilst the Moslems of Andaluswere thus revolting against theirsovereign, and sCUhc~et~s oí the- . ns lans.
striving ,{O . ov.ertliro:w: 11is empire, the people oí Galicia were gathering strength,
and their power wasgreatly .increased. Fruela, son of Alfonso, who was their king
at the time, attacked the fortresses and towns on the Moslemfrontiers: and ~ after

expelling their inhabitants, took possession of them, and peopled them with his
, own subjects. In thismanner he took the cities of Lugo, Portokál . (Oporto),

Zamora, .Kashtelah , and Shekúbi'ah (Segovia), which remained in the handsof his
posterity unti¡' Al-mansúr Ibn Abí'A'mir retook them sorne time before the over­
throw oí the dynasty of Umeyyah , although soon after, alas! they fell asecond
time into the hands of the unbelievers, who, as weshall hereafter relatareconquered
th é whole ofAndalus. May God Almighty be praisedl His is the empire!

Károloh CC. harlemagne), King of the Franks, an..d onc of..th.·é most powe.rfui Chkar~emagne_ ~ . ' . . . as s lor peace.
sover~igns of that nation, after warring for á length of time with "Abdu-r-rahmán, '
sent him an embassy, and solicited an - alliance with him by marriage ; but .the
latter having met with an accident in -the Ioinsvwhich 'injured his virility, 'the



[BOOK VI. :

~1 .JI1JU.IllI21

HISTORY OF "THE MOHAMMEDAN

a4

86

di

Oí the great
mosqueo

design was abandoned. Károloh, however, sought his friendshipand alliance, and
again insisted on the marriage ; 23 but this was declined, although a peace was con­
cluded between the two sovereigns, .

~~~~~:~.oí the '. .Whilst .the above events were taking place,'Abdu-r-rahmán,-. whose passion for
"building equalled, if'it did not surpass, that of his predecessors -of the .house of
Umeyyah,-,. was dailyaddíng to the embellishments of his capital by .works which
he superintended himself, . One of hisfirst acts was to supply Cordova ·with water,
bymeans of an aqueduct which . came from the .neighbouring mountains. . He .

. planteda most delightful garden, to which he ga.ve the nameof Munyat Ar-rissáfah,
in "remeq:tbrance of a splendid villa near Damascus, which his grandfather Hishám
had built, andwhere he himself had .spent the first years of his life. Findíng the
spota very charming one, he ' erected .in the middle of it a most magnificent

'. palace, which he ornamented with every luxury which could be procured , and
moreover made .it his residence in preference to the old palace inhabited by the
governors oí Andalus. Being passionately fond of .flowers, he commissioned an
intelligent botanist to procure for him in the East such among the fruits and
plants of that country as could Be naturalized in Andalus; and in this manner
he introduced the peach .and the pomegranate calledSafarí.24 Ibnu Hayyán has.
preserved us four verses, which he is reported to have spokenextempore at the
sight ~f one s ólitary palm-tree which grew in tlie middle oÍ! liis garaen.

" In the centre oí the Rissáfah .grow~ a palm-tree, born in the West, away
. « from the country of the palin-trees. '

" I once exclaimed, 'Thou art like me; for thou resemblest me in wan­
" dering and peregrination,and the long separation from relatives and fríends.

" Thou [also] didst grow in a foreign soil, and, like me, art far away [from
" thecountry of thy birth],

" May the fertilizing .clouds of morning water thee in thy exile! May
" the beneficent rains,which the poor implore, never forsake thee! ' "25

.But whilst 'Abdu-r-rahmán expended a portion of his treasures in this and other
delightful dwellings, he was meditating a work far more meritorious in theeyes of

. the .Almighty, and which would .insure him a place in Paradise; .we mean , the
erection of a magnificent place of worship, that which existed being in a ruinous
state, and being, besides, insufficient to .hold ,thegreat concourse .o( people who
flocked to prayers. We quote the words of Ibnu Hayyán.

" In the year 170 (beginning July 2, A. D. ' 786), . 'Abdu-r-rahmán begaufhe
" building of the great mosque, which was constructed on the site of the old one.
" Though he did not live to see that magnifícent edifice completed, he is .said to

~I'
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" have expended on it the enormous sum ófeighty thousand dinárs. .'He surrounded
" Cordovawith a thíck andstrong wall, the work beginning in the Year.150,.an~·
" continuing for the greater part of his reign. He .alscsuppliedhis capital with
"water, built himselfa palace; 'and erected mosques, baths, -bridges, and .castles
" inevery province of hisdominions." .

,Abdu-r-rahmán, says .Ibnu Hayyán, was kind-hearted, and well. disposed . to Character of
. . . . ~~~ .

.merey. ' : He was eloquent m hIS speech, and wasendowed with a :quick perception; rahmán. '

he wasveryslow in ' his ,determinations, but constantand 'persevering íncarrying
them into effect, he wasexempt from all weakness, and prompt in his movements ;
he was 'active and stirring ;he would . never He in repose or abandon' himself
to indulgence; : he .never intrusted. the affairsof ·the government ·,to any .one,
but administered thein ·himself; , yethe never failed to ,consult, on -such difficult
cases as occurred, with people of wisdom and experience; he'; was :a brave . and
intrepid warrior, always..thefirst in -the field j . he was terrible irr -his 'anger,' and .
could ' bear no opposition .to his will ; ,he..could ·speak ' with 'much fluency and
elegance; he was likewise agood poet, and composed verses extempore ; .hewas,
in short, a beneflcent, generous, and munificent prince. ,' He .always dressed in
white, 'and, wore ' a turban of the sanie colour, which he preferred to any otlíer ;
his counfenancé inspired with awe all thosewho approached him, whether friends
or foes. He used to attendfunerals, and recite ' pra~ers overtlie dead-; he often ' ~

prayed with the p éople :whenhe attended the mosque · on FFidays ,and·.other
festi~als, . on .which ,occasions ,he was in the habit óf 'aséending the .pulpit , ~ and
addressing his subjects therefrom. .He visited .thesick, andmixed with the people,
attending thein rejoiCings and recreations. . One day; ashe was returning ·from a
funeral, : he~ was met in the ·street.bv an impudent man of the .lower-orders, who,
fancying he h~d b'eeu':wronged by a~ sentence.Iately passed against him, addressed
him thus: . " May God.. · prospe~:..the Amír ! :Thy ·Kádí ' haswronged -me, and 1
" come .to appeal .to theefor justice.Y-s-".If what thoustatest be right, O man ! " ,
said ,Abdu~r-rahmán·, ." .thy wrong shall be redressed.". .But -the mancextending
his handrseized the bridle oí. 'Abdu-r-rahmán'sh órse, and-:said.>, " ~ O :Amir' ! 1
" entreat thee for God's .-aake..to grantmy request. · ., Movenot from this spot
" untilfhou .order thy Kádí ,to doijustice ..unto .me : .there -heIs in .thy suite."
Hearing this. : 'Abdu-r-rahmán's 'indignation' was roused : :\~e Iooked round for his
followers; butsawthat there .were only:afewvand. those :at somedistance behind
him r .he then called the Kádí, and .told.him to do the man j~stice; :' .On .his return
to his 'palace, one of 'Abdu-r-rahmán's favourites, who disapproved ofhis frequent
ramblings without a sufficient escort, represented to him the great danger .to which
he had voluntarily exposed himself; :and said to him, " May.God preserve t~y life,
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" o Amir l . These continual ramblings do.not become a powerful Sultán like thee , ,
" for ifonce ' the .eyes oí thevulgar become accustomed to the sight of thee, ' all
" salutary dread and respectwill vanish away." Thesewords had the desired effect
on'Abdu-r-rahmán ; for not only did heabstain ever afterwards .from accompanying
the funerals, and mixing with the crowds,but he advised his son and.successor

. -Hishám todo the same.
, His liberality. . The same historian {Ibnu Hayyán) relates, that when, by the submission of Yúsuf

Al-fehrí, 'Abdu-r-rahrnán was freed from aH his enernies, and firmly seated on his
. throne, men hastened toCordova from every province of Andalus to take the oath
of allegiance to him. Forseveral days the palace of' 'Abdu-r-rahmán was crowded
withgovernors and chiefs,who carne to swear fealty to him; and " Abdu~r­

rahmán would receive them with great affability on appointed days, and after
confirming them in their respective .. offices and land tenures, hewould .converse
-with t hern, and address -them in words which delighted them, and attached them
to .him. .He wouldalso distribute among them dresses, food,and sundry presents.
In this ·way they all returned to their homes, highly pleased and satisfied, .repeating
to eachother the kindwords they had listened to, expatiating irr.praises of their
sovereign, and invoking thefavours of God for him. Therehappened to come
before 'Abdu-r-rahmán onone of theseoccasions aman who belonged to .the
division of Kenesrín,26 wlio, after humiliating hiníself in His presence, addresseCl
him thus: " @ descendantof the righteous Khalifs .and honourable Lords !to .
"thee lfiy, arrd under thy shelter ~ faKe refuge .from .calamitous times .a nd the
'.' injustice of fate. Money is sca?ty, and ~y family isnumerous; my .situation
" becóhies every daymoreprecarious, and riches are given to thee that thoumayest
" distribute themmore amply. Thou art the Lord of praise and glory, the irnparter
" of gifts, and the hope of the destitute."-'Abdu-r-rahrnán immediately answered,
." . ,W e.have listened to .thy .words, and remediedfhy wants; wehave issued orders
" that thou shouldst behelped- against fortune ,and regret the'rniserable .plight
" 'to which thou hast been reduced. . Letall thosewho are in the.same cóndition
." with thyself apply toous for help, and make 'knáwn to us their poverty. ormis­
""fortunes,either personally,:or bymeans .of memorials placed in .our hands, -in
ce. order thatwe mayalleviate the blows of fate, and, by remedying :their "poverty;
:':' avert themalignant rejoicings oí their enemies." · 'He .then ordered.a large .sum
of money to be given .to the Arab, _wholeft .the: room highly rejoiced, .and iin
utter amazementat theAmír's ' eloquence. : readiness of wit, ·and .unbound éd
liberality. 'Abdu-r-rahmán,moreover, issued .orders thataH 'those .whucame to
him with petitionsshouldbeadmitted to his audience-roomwithout delay, that
he might attend to .their :cases, .and listento.their complaints. ', In ·t his manner,
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says the author above cited [Ibnu Hayyán] ,numbers of poor distressed people, who
had either met with somérnisfortune or were the victims oí .iniquitous judgment ,
passedupon them, would flock to .the Amír's hall on the days' 'of public audience, ,
when they invariably ..'obtained .the redress oí their wrongs. It was 'Abdu-r­
rahmán's .customto dine in .company with such . among his courtiers and public
officers as happened to be with him at the hours oí his mealsvand whoever carne to
him upon business at those hours was by him invited to sit down and partake
with him.

Of 'Abdu-r-rahmán's wit and eloquence several traits .have ,been preserved by H¡iS wit and
e oquence.

the historians. . .Ibnu Hayyán relates, that having once received a letter from
Suleymán Ibn Yoktán AI-'arábí, in which that chieftain tried to deceive him, he
made the following reply: ," Let me alone with tlíy frivolous .excuses, whilst thou
" art quitting the path of duty; extend thy hands towards obedience, and hold
" by the strings of the multitude; do not persevere in thy disobedience and rebellion,
" and let the fate of thy predecessors be a warning to thee, for God .is neverunjust
" to his .servants."

-k\fter. the taking of Saragossa,.and the execution of the rebel Huseyn Al-ansárí,
whose head, ,together with those of the principal inhabitants of the city, was fixed '
on stakes; 'Abdu-r-rahmán's courtiers hastened to congratulate him on avictory so
signal, and which had .realized his mostoardérit liopes. Among those who approached
him was aman who .had not been-present at the siege, and who yet coinplimented
him like the rest in a tone of voice botli loud and rude. .Turning .sharply towards
him, 'Abdu-r-rahmán said, "By Allah! were it not that this is a day in which He ,
" .who is over me has granted me a most special favour, and in which it is therefore
" incumbent upon me also to bestow !Oy favours upon those wbo are under me;
" 1 would have thee most severely punished for presuming to address me in that

. ' .

" disrespectful manner, as if thou wert accosting thy father, thy brother, or thy
" wife, and entirely disregarding the respect due to royalty.." . ,

'Abdu-r-rahmán has been accused of ingratitude to those to whom he was most
indebted ;and certainly bis treatment of his freedman Bedr, who was the principal
instrument oí his success, who shared his privations and misfortunes, accompanied
him in .his flight as well as in concealrnent, and sought out an empire for him in .
the East orWest, .by sea or land, cannot be excused. ' No sooner had he ' risen His ingratitude .

to power than he deprived hilo oí all his honours, cast him intoprison, and, at last, toBedr,

exiledI him to the confines of bis empire, .where .he died ' in [great , poverty and
afiliction. The author ofthe Mas'hab [Al-hijárí] relates that Bedr once wrote to
his master from bis place of exile as follows: ~'I ~hou1d-have thought that,after
" crossing .the sea,and traversing the deserts, in order to procure thee a kingdom,
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ee thou wouldst have rewarded me otherwise than by thus humbling ~e in the eyes
ee of my 'equals, and giving matter of cause for the malicious joy of my enemies,
~e making me pOOl' and destitute, and no longer useful to my friends, causing those
"who honoured and esteemed me ' to keep aloof, and those who hated meto hate
" nle the more. 1 verily think that had 1 fallen into the hands of the Bení'Abbás,
"1 could not have been worse treated by them than 1 have been by thee. But
,ee God is ayer all things, and toHim we must all return." What reason 'Abdu-r­
.rahmán may have had thus to act towards his faithful servant Bedr is only known r- ;

. to God, 'who looks into the interior of men's hearts, and unravels their secrets ':
perhaps 'Abdu-r-rahmán had reasons for thus acting towards his faithful servant ;
01' perhaps the latter was calumniated, as often happens, by people who knew his ,

.low origin, and saw with envy his rapid rise in honours and fortune."
~~:bú 'Oth- N 01' was 'Abdu-r-rahmán more grateful to 'Abú Othmán, the Arabian chieftain

who was the first to raise the standard in his favour; .for when 'Abdu-r-rahmán saw
his power firmly established, he would no longer attend to him, nor to those who,
like him, had most contributed tohis success. At 'last; Abú 'Othman; ' seeing
himself ill-treated, and hisapplícations disregarded,caused a ,nephew of his, .on
the female side, to revolt in one oí the castles in the district of Elvira. 'Abdu-r- '
rahrñán dispatched some troops agai:nst him, and the rebel was taken and beheaded,
After this,Abú 'Othúiáh seduced one of 'Abdu-r-rahman's own nephews, to wnom
he painted in bright colourss how easy it would be to rev.olt against his uncle and ,
deprive him both of bis life and throne; ',but 'Abdu-r-rahmán, having received
intelligence of the conspiracy in time, seized on the persons of his nephewand
the princip'al conspirators, and had them 3:11 beheaded, with the exception of Abú''­
'Othmán ; for, although he was repeatedly. told that he was one' of their number,
and that it was he who had instigated 'his nephew to revolt .and .had assured
him of sueeess, he would always answer, "LetAbú 'Othmán alone; -for .ihe is
" the Abú Salmah 28 of this dynasty, and 1 wouldon no accountgive the people
e, cause to say that 1 treated 'him as the Bení 'Abbás treated Abú Salmah; 1 intend,
" however, to infiict on him aehastisement worse than death itself." He then sent
for him, and, after eharging him with his treacherous conduct, deprived him of ;
all . his honours and emoluments, though sorne time afterwards he -re-instated him I

in 'his office, and took :him ,again into favour.
The next person who was ~ostinstrumental in 'Abdu-r-rahmán's elevation to

power was Abú 'Othmán's son-in-Iaw, 'Abdullah Ibn Kháled, who shared with him
the vduties of the Wizírate. ' I,t appears that when Abii-s-sabáh, the chief of the
Yemení Arabs, revolted, he gave out a~ a reason that- certain terms agreed to
between himself and 'Abdullah, in his master's name, had been violatedby 'Abdu-r- '

To Kháled.
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rahmán. · After - the capture and execution of that ' chieftain, ,Abdu-r-rahmán
removed Ibn Kháled from his offic~, and swore never to employ him as long as .
he lived. . 'Abdullah, accordir~gly, passed out of memory at the eourt, andremained
without taking any part_whatever in the affairs of the government. Another man
whomoststrenuously contributed to ·'Abdu-r-rahmán's accession, and at first shared
his intimacy, was TemámIbn 'Alkamah, who, as already mentioned, crossed thesea .­
to him, and was the firstto announce to himthe good tidings of the rising -in his
favour, 'Abdu-r-rahmán, however, soon forgot his past services, and his s~n ando
successor, Hishám, put to death a son of Temám;" as well as a son ofAbú 'Othmán.

. Alluding to this · event, Ibnu Hayyán .says, "The execution of the two youths, ~~d,r~~~n;,h.

" ordered as it was by ~he son of the man to whom their lives ought to have b~en

." most precious, well convinced their disconsolate fathers of the truth, that no one
" has á right to expect praiseworthy deeds from his own kindred." Indeed, :if we
" ~ompare the fate of those who were the principal instruments of 'Abdu-r-rahmán's
" <success; ' and who gave him the .empire, with .thatvof those who resisted his

, " authority, and -were subdued, we shall find that .the fate of the former was the
" more lamentable and severe of the two."

The first-who fill éd the office.of Hájib to 'Abdu-r-rahmán was his mauli,'Tema-m !1~~~~r~f .
IbIT 'Alkamah: · he lived to ,a great. age., He was succeeded in that office by rahmán.

Yúsuf Ibn Bokht ~l-fáresí , a freetlman oí 'A'.bdu-I":D;lalek IbnMerwán; who leíti
'a .numerous posterity in Cordova. ~ , The,'next was 'A:bdu~l-kerím . Ibn Mahrán, of
the ' posterity of Al-hárith Ibn ' 1\bí .Shamr kl-ghosání, who was succeeded by
'Abdu-r-rahmán IbnMugheyih Ibn .Al-h árithTbn Huwirath IbnJabalah .Ibni-l-
ayharri, :wliose father bad been the ·conqueror of Cordova, as beforerelated; after
this, Mansúr the eunuch, the first of his classwho obtained that office under the
'Bení Umeyyah: ,he retained his office until the death of 'Abdu-r-rahmán.

Ad-dákhel had not Wizírs, properly speaking, who administered the 'governrnent Oouncíllors.

inhis name; but he .had .acertain number of Sheikhswho sat in council and
assisted him with their .experience and .advice.. The first in rankamong .these
was the aforesaid Abú 'Othmán; then carne bis ' son-in-law 'Abdullah Ibn Kháled;
then Abú 'Abdah, ' governor of Seville1; thenShoheyd, son oí 'Isa, son oí Shoheyd.
This last-named individual was the .descendant of a Berber, .others say a Greek, who
was made a prisoner in the first wars of Islám, and became a 'shive 'oí Mu'áwiyah
Ibn Merwán Ibn '. Al-hakem : .from him are' descended ,the Bení Shoheyd.. an
illustrious' -family of Cord~va. . "I'henext were,'Abdu-s-sellám Ibn Basil, also a
Greek, and a freedman o~ " Abdullah Ibn Mu'áwiyah, whose .posterity obtained
great renown in",the '·Wizírate and ; in , other .offices ; Tha'lebah .Ibnv'Obeyd •
Ibn An':'nadhdhá~ Al-jodhámivgovernor "of,Saragossa ; and'A'ssern Ibn Moslem .
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Ath-thakefí. This latter, who was one of 'Abdu-r-rahmán's most zealous partisans,
was a very brave mano It was he who at the battle oí Cordova (Musárah) set the
example to the troops, by swimming across the river. His posterity afterwards
attained great renown as public functionaries under various reigns.

The first Kátibs or secretaries appointed by 'Abdu-r-rahmán when he assumed the
supreme power, and took possession of Cordova, were Abú 'Othmán and 'Abdullah
Ibn Kháled. He then named to that office Umeyyah Ibn Yezíd, a mauli of
Mu'áwiyah Ibn Merwán, who, as before stated, had also been secretary to .YÚsuf
Al-fehrí. This Umeyyah had likewise a seat in the council-room, where he was
much est~emed for his experience and his talents. It is said that he was implicated
in the conspiracy of Al-yezídí against 'Abdu-r-rahmán, but that he died before that
monarch was apprised of it, when Al-yezídí was 'in consequence put to death.

Ibn Zeydún relates, that when 'Abdu-r-rahmán took possession of Cordova he
confirmed Yahya Ibn Yezíd Al-yahssobí in thecharge of Kádi-l-jamá'h (supreme
judge), which he was then filling. Mter him he' appointed Abú 'Amru Mu'áwiyah
Ibn Sáleh Al-hemsí , 31 after him 'Ornar Ibn Sharáhil; 32 then 'Abdu-r-rahmán Ibn
Taríf J odrán Ibn 'Amru was judge 33 to the army.

'Abdu-r-rahmán died in the year 172 (beginning June ID, A. D. 788), after a reign
of tliirty-three years and four months, counted from the day of his landing on the
coast oí Almüñecar to that oí liis deatli. .Others say that lie died in 17.1, during
the Khalifate of Harún Ar-rashíd. He was buried within the palace oí Cordova,
his son 'Abdullah reciting the funeral serviceover Bis body. He was born in
the year 113 (beginning March 14, A. D. 731), at Deyr-hinná, in the territory oí
Damascus, or, according to other authorities, at Al-'aliyá, a town oí the jurisdic­
tion oí Tadmor. His mother was a native oí Barbary; her name was Ráha. His
father, Mu'áwiyah, died in the year 118 (beginning January. 19, A. D. 736), .at the
age oí twenty-one, and during the lifetimeof his own íather,the Commander
oí the Faithful. Hishám intended him .as bis successor in the Khalifate, .and
had him educated accordingly. Mu'áwiyah having upon his death-bed intrusted

.the guardianship of his sons to theirgrandfather Hishám, thé Khalif took care
of them, and especial1y oí this ., 'Abdu-r-rahmán, to whom he allotted, for his
maintenance, his own share in .the revenue oí Andalus, the prince .sending thither
aman named Sa'íd Ibn Abí Leyla" tocollect .it in his name.

The dates given by Ibnu Hayyánidiffer slightlyfrom the aboye. We here
transcribe his words: "'Abdu-r-;rahmán Ad-dákhel wasborn in ,the year l lS,
" or, according to other writers, in ,the year before, at 'Aliyá, in the district oí
" Tadmor; others say at .Deyr-hinná, in the territory oí Damascus, where his
" father Mu'éwiyah died in ,the lifetime oí the Commander oí the .Faithful, Hishám
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" Ibn ?Abdi-l-malek, who was bis father, and destined him for his successor in the
• • • • I • • .; ' : • • • ! , ' . I . ". . . . . I • t ~ . ' '. • ' f. ' : . ; ~ ' . , . ' : ~ "..' ;

"~halifat.e. It was this Mu'áwiyah who interceded for Al-kamet, the poet, when
ce.Hishá~ had unjustly decreed his death. .." .- ' .:, .' i ' ' : : . , - .

" Ad-dákhel die~ on t~e 24~h dayof R~~i~~~-a10ar of the year ~ 71 .c~7P~~ 30,
" A..D. 787),' being then fífty-seven ye.~~ !o~d :sO~:~· '~?t~fS' m:~:e)1Í~ ' sixty-two
" yearsof age at the time oí bis death. .H~ wasburied within the royal 'palace
" of Cordova, his eldest son Abdullah 'r~~di~g \~h~ f~p.~r~ service ~v~r h.is body.
" He W3:s fortunate and successful in all "tri;t~' he "p~!de¡:took; and .c~P.q~.~~~~ :al~
" his enemies, as we haye sufficiently demonstrated in our account of his .battles. .

• " . ~ . • .' ) j . . ' '. • • • . ; . ". . ~ -. ; . ." .. .. .. ' . • • • • ~ ~ J . : ". ! . .t J ., . ... ,

" As a further proof oí bis good fortune, we might add what .an historian relates
, , • • \ . , .' • . ' • ~ : . : " : • í \ ! : o , ' J ": 1 ~, 4' , 1 " , E •

" of him; namely, that the bannerwhich he assumed on his first landirig in Andalus
• • ' . • ~ : : • • ' " • .; : . • " ~ : •• • o _ ~ • , ~'. :. ~ \ • ~ f ;' t - • . ' : ' " r t t : • I ," ;. ;

"was never defeated, and that it was not ·unt il that banner was 10s1' that the .
" empire of the Bení Umeyyah gave sigp.s~t.~"ec.~Y.." " '~ljph is; tbe h~rr~tiv~' 'of

• • • • , • .' ' . ' • " , o ! I , ' o ' " J"J ; ' ... , :.

the trustworthy historian Ibnu Hayyán, from .Wl1.os~· works we have already tran-
o - _, o . • . • o. . '. ; , • : ,. .. • ~ ",'. ~ ' • , ' ~ ~ \: . .o ,! ; t', " . '~ "" JI ' ':" t I , .

scribed enough to render any :i.1f.~o:r~~t~on .<?:J;l !F~ ~~s~ ~<?p?i:c .~.~p~,rfil~<?Js. .. . . .
One of the historians' of the West, after copying the .above passage from Ibnu

, .•.' . ... . .' ', ' • • J~ . ' . o .' , .' ' " # .~ ~ ~.;" L:.,'. : : ..! , " .:::.: .; ,' : :: . ~ f '-' o_o , : : ..

Hayyán, draws the following picture of 'Abdu-r-rahmán : " ,T~e Imám 'Abdu-r-
" rahmán Ad-dákhel was a roan oí very sound jud~~¡{t and' · ·qui~k ' :perc~ptioli ·;
" lie was deeply learned, and could express himself with facility and elegance;
" .he was slów and prudent in liis determinations,'but firm in car~ng them into
"effect. Not once did he unfurl bis banners against his enemies that he did
,, 'not return yictorious from the fiela. of oattle. He was exceedingly liberal, and '
" well versed ' in the' science of government: he always dressed in white, and
" wore a turban of the same colour.35 He used to visit ·the sick and attend
"funerals, saying his prayers at the mosque in common with the people on
"Fridays and other iestivals; he harangued his troops himself, . and raised the
"banners with his own hand; he appointed Hájibs and Kátibs: his army
" amounted to ; 100,000 ,men." ,

'Abdu-r-rahmán 'was surnamed Ad-dákhel, (i. e. the' enterer,36) because he was
the tirst of his family who entered Andalus, and Sakr Koraysh (the hawk of
Koraysh) " owing .to the · rapidity with which he subjected that country to his

.rule. As elsewhere related, he abolished the rule of the Bení 'Abbás in Andalus,
and founded in that country a powerful empire for his posterity, restoring to bis

·race in the West that supremacy which they had lost in the East, and preparing '
for thero the way to the Khalifate. Although, at the beginning of his reign,
he was troubled by frequent rebellions in the provinces, and by the invasions·
of the ·generals sent by As-seffáh,37 he, nevertheless, vanquished and subdued
aH those who opposed him, and ultimately abolished the spiritual rule of the

..' .

.. ... ... ........... ..._ - _-, - _-_ .- _._ ._- - -- - - - - -_._- --
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Bení 'Abbás' by forbidding the mentioning of the Khalif's name at prayers from
the pulpits .oí the mosques. Yet, neither 'Abdu-r-rahmán nor his immediate
successors assumed any other title than that oí Amíru-l-moslemín (Commander
oí the Moslems ofAndalus), out oí respect for the seat oí. the Khalifate, which
was still the abode of Islám, arid 'the meeting-place oí- the Arabian tribes. .How-

. ever, after the year 300 oí the Hijra, his namesake, " Abdu-r-rahmán An-násir,
·the eighth Sultánof his family, seeing the state oí affairs in the East,-where

. the Bení 'Abbás had been overpowered by foreigners, who .left onlya shadow oí
'; power in their hands,-. and . yielding to the entreaties oí his subjects and ·the
advice oí his most eminent theologians, took the titles of Amíru-l-múménín

. (Commander of the Faithful) , Imám 38 and Khalif, which I his successors also
assumed, as we shall relate hereafter. .

Ibn Zeydún says that 'Abdu-r-rahmán had a clear complexion and reddish
hair ; . he had high cheek-bones, with a mole' on his face: he was tallandslender
in body, wore his hair parted in two ringlets, could only see out of one eye, and was

destitute of the sense of smelling. He left .twenty children, eleven oí whom were
sons, the remainder daughters.
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Aécé~sion oí Hisháni-His interview with an astrologer-e-His justice-c-Liberality-s-Wise administration
-Rebellion oí Suleymán-e-Taking oí Narbonne-Wars with the .infidels-e-Expedition to Galicia-s-To

.Alava-s-Rebuilding oí -the bridge oí Cordova-Several .~eologians leave Spain fol. the East-:¡They
meet Málik Ibn Ans-Death of Hishám-s-Al-hakem ascends the throne-His uncles rebel against him
-T~king of Barcelona by the Franks-Wars with the Galicians-Revoltat Cordova-Exe~plary
chastisement oí the rebels-e-Death oí Suleymán-s-Wars with the Ch~istians-':'D~feat oftheFranks­
oí the Galicians-Dreadful famine-Death oí Al-hakem-His government-Respect forthe le~rned.

, ON the death of 'Abdu-r-rahmán, his son Hishám, surnamed Abú-l,-walíd, .who A~ce~sion oí
. ' . . . Hlsham• . .

had been previously appointed his successor, ascended the throne. .His mother's
.name was Halal,' Hewas born on the 4th of Shawwál, A. H. 139 (Feb, 28,

A. D. 7-f?7:1 , that is, one year after his father's , arrival in Andalus. When the
empire devolved on .hiin he was ..absent at Merida, of which city he was governor,
as his father, with a .view to train him iD! the dúties oí administration, Had, from
his ' earliest ~ youth, given him several offices to discharge: he was, accordingly,
proc1aimed at .Merida in 1.12 (A. D. 788) .

.Hishám 'was not .'Abdu-r-rah~án's eldest son; but that monarch, ' who always
showed a great Rredilection for him, and knew his excellent qualities, preferred him
to his other sons, and named him his successor.They .saythat whenever 'Abdu-r­
rahmán inquired how his two sons, Suleymán and ·Hishám, spent their time, the
answer he received was invariably this: "Tf thy son Hishám receives com.pany,
" his hall is thronged with Iearned men, poets, or historians, who discuss the
" exploits of thebrave, and converse about military affairs, and so forth; whereas
" thehall ofthy son Suleymán isalways.filledwith sycophants, fooIs, andcowards."
Bymeans of thisand other similar reports, Hishám rose high in his father's esteem,

.. in proportion as hisbrother Suleymán descended, until that monarch decided 'upon
naming him his successor toothe empire, totheprejudice of his elder brother.
: . One day, as ',Abdu-r-rahmán was sitting in his hall, surrounded by his courtiers,

.he repeated the following verses. i.and asked Hishám whether ·he knew wh~re' they
were to be found : .

' ; " If thou consider his brilliant ,'qualities, .thouwilt.easilyfind out who bis
" father was, and who his ancestors,-.who is Yezíd and who is Hajr..
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" Observe his generosity, his piety, his good faith, his logical acuteness, ­
" whether he is sober or intoxicated [after a banquet]." 2

No sooner had he uttered them, than Hishám exc1aimed, " O my Lord! those
" verses are the composition of 'Amrú-l-kays, King of Kindah, and it seems as
" if they had been written on thy account.:" . So pleased was his father with
this answer, that he ordered many bount éous gifts to Hishám, who from that
moment rose high in his estimation. They relate that as Suleymán, who was
also presént at this interview, went out oí the a údience-room, he asked some one '
whose verses ílley ,wére, 'and repeated them until he :knew them -by. heart, he
'then said, "To gain my father's affection 1 have .nothing more to do than learn
by heart some oí the sayings of 'the Arabs;" .afid that when these words ~ere
reported to 'Abdu-r-rahmán he was struck with astonishment, and became more
convib.¿ed than everof the great disparity between his two sonso

His interview Soon after his accession to power, Hishám sent for a celebrated astrologer who
~~~~.an astro- resided at AIgesiras, and whose name was Adh-dhobí. He was a man oí 'great

reputation for his knowledge oí astrology, .and of the infiuence oí the stars upon
mundane affairs, whichihe had studied in the writings .of Ptolemy, .In 'com- '
pliance with Hishá~'s orders the astrologer repaired to Cordova, where, imrne­
diateI~ on his 'árrival, 'that monarch closeted himself U)? with him and addressed
him tli;us: ., 1 doU:bt not th óu Hast alfeady ilivined tHe' reason oí thy oeing
" sent for; I need ,:0:01:, therefore, give tliee any fiñ'ther explanation, TeU me
"n~w, with God's permission, wHat thy scíence dis éloses to thee respecting my
" future destiny." The astrologer hesitated to give .answer , andsaid, "Pardon
" me, O Amír! 1"am ,b~t á 'novice in ;that science; and it is beyond my power
" to execute thy commands, as 1 am not at alldeserving oí the honour of observing
" a subject so superior to myself in rank and dignity."-" Heed not that," replied
HisháIÍl, '" 1 raise thee tomy own station, :and thouwilt thereby become competent
to the task."

Some days after this iinterview, 'the .astrologer was again summoned to the
presence oí Hishám, who saidto him, "What 1 asked thee the other day haskept
" me since in a state oí great agitation, 'although God knows 1 place no corifidence
"in things which are amongst .His 'impenetrable secrets, and the knowledge oí ,
"which he has reserved 'to Himself., : Yet Lardently desire to1Íear what thou hast.
"to predict to me: man is naturaUy fond oí inquiry, and he is bound bythe .hope
'c ·oí reward, as wellas 'by the fear of punishment.' Ádh-dhobí then said, ." 'Thy
"reign, O Amír l wiU be glorious and fortunate: itwill be marked by victories
" over thy enemies : its duration, .however, if my .calculations be .right , 'wiII only
" be eight years or thereabout."Aftera moment's reflection, Hishám lifted up .
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his head, and said, «" ,O Adh-dhobí ! .1 am not in the least alarmed at. thy pre­
"diction, though it may be the unerring admonisher. who .informs me .by thy
" tongue ; .for if the time of life allotted to ' me be spent in' adoration .of .the
" Almighty, when the hour comes 1 will say with resignation, :·' May His will be
" done! ~" Hishám' then dismissed the astrologer, after rewarding himmunificently,
and from that day abstained from tbe pleasures of tbis world, and .made justice and
benevolence the sole guide of his actions. .

Among the anecdotes related of > Hishám, and which show his love oí justice His [ustice.

and his liberality, ,the following is one: As he was once, in his father's lifetime,
journeyingout of Cordova, hehalted on an eminence close to the banks of the river
(Guadalquivir), when'cé ' he sawa man f~om Jaen, whom he well knew-c--having on
a previous occasion .rendered him sorne service-running in great haste and trepi-
dation towards the spot where his tent was pitched. . Hishám immediately guessed
thecause of the man's fear and .hasty flight: he had perhaps experienced sorne
ill-treatment from his brother Suleymán, then governor of J aen; he had escaped
his vengean'ce, and was now hastening to implore, hishelp . . He ,therefore gave
orders tohis attendants, that on the arrival of theman he should ,be .immediately
introduced tohis presence. " This being done as ,he desired, and the fugitive being
cojiducted to his tent, he addressed him thus : " O;Kenání! 1 know not what has
" broughtthee here; blit 1 sbould say ~hat thou art lleeing from sorne cal,amity;.'.'-
" <Thou sayest right, O my Lord!" replied the roan;" 1 .am- tr.y¡ing to avert

. " misfortune from my head. Listen, tomy fale : ' A m,ember of.my tr::ioe [KenánahJ
" has put to death aman belonging to another tribe: according to custom 1 have
" hantled 'over to the .tribe .of the deceased the usual expiation-money, that they :

" may distribute it among his family and relatives; .yet tby hrother Suleymán,
" knowing how much Iam ·favoured and distinguished by thee, is not vsatisfied,
" and wishes to proceed further in this affair." . Hearing this, Hishám lifted up a
curtain leading to tbe .interior of his tent, and stretching his band towards one .
of his slave girls, who happened .to be sitting behind.rcut off,a beautiful pearl
necklacs which she wore, and presented it to him, saying, "Take this, O Kenání ! Líberality,

" and sell it , it is worth three thousand dinárs : donot partwith it.for less; keep
'.' the money to .redeem thyself and thy .people, :and no one shall injure thee.".-. -
" O my.Lord," replied the man, ." 1 came not hither to ask for thy gifts, no!, do
" Lwant money ; .the ~expiation price being already paid 9-0wn. . .1 came to complain .
" of the crying injustice done . ~nto me, and tQ~implore thy powerful assistance, ' for
" if thou protect me in this ';matter,' and thy intercession forme .ie made public,
"1 shall grow in importance among .those who hate .me,. merely bycause ..t40u
"befriendest .me.~ "-' ~ HowIs .that ·to be aocomplishedP" -said .H ish ém. "Thou, .
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" must write to thy brother," answered theman, "and let him know that thou
" c1aimest my person, and that 1 must henceforth be under thy protection."-" Very
" well, 1 will do so; but keep the necklace nevertheless." Hishám !~mediately

rode off to Cordova, and, entering the royal palace, begged leave tosee his father.
He happened to arrive at a time when 'Abdu-r-rahmán had retired into the interior
apartments, and did not wish to be disturbed by applications. He said, notwith­
standing, on hearing of his son's arrival, " Nothing can bring my son Abú-I-walíd
" [Hishárn] hither at this time -of the day save business of the most pressing nature ;
" let him come in." Hishám entered the apartment, and, after giving his father the ·
salám, stood in a respectful attitude before him. 'Abdu-r-rahmán motioned him

. to sit down, and state his business. "May God prosper the Amír, my lord and
" father!" exclaimed Hishám. "How can 1 sit down when those [who claim 'my
" interference] stand injured and oppressed P It behoves those of my rank and
" station not to 'sit down unless they be content and satisfied, and r cannot be
" so unless the Amir puts me at my ease by granting my request. Otherwise
" 1 shall go back to my people."-'Abdu-r-rahmán then said to him, " God forbid
" that thou shouldst leave my presence discontented and disappointed. Sit down,
" were it only that we may accede to the prayers of one who intercedes: speak out,
" and ten us thy business." . Hishám then sat down, as c0ID:manded, and related
to his father the whole oí the case: upon whicli 'Abdu-r-rahmán gave orders tliat
the expiatory sum paid to the tribe of the deceased should be taken out of his
treasury, and that Suleymán should oe instructed not to proceed further in the
tnatter, and to suspend all proceedings against the Kenání. . Upon which Hishám
left tlie palace, 'highly pleased and gratified, and expatiating in praise of his father's
generosity and justice. When the Kenání carne to take leave of Hishám, to return
to Jaen, he said to him, " This certainly exceeds my expectations, and thy favours
" come down upon me more profusely even than 1 could have wished. Here is
" the necklace thou gavest me; 1 do not want it, let it be restored to its owner.
"1 shall not be the less grateful for the singular service 1 have received at thy
"hands." Hishám, however, refused to take it back, saying, " We never take
" back what we have once given." .

. Like the Khalif 'Ornar Ibn 'Abdi-l-tazíz, Hishám followed the maxim of sending
men of probity and virtue, and on ..whom he could rely, to the various pro-o

.vinces of his empire, .to inquire into the condition oí his subjects, and ascertain
the opinions of the inhabitants respecting the conduct of their governore and magis­
trates; and if in this manner any one of his public officers was convicted of having
committed injustice, he would deprive him of his situation, oblige him to make d~e

amends, .and forever afterwards exclude him frorri his .service. So eminent were

Wise admínis­
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the virtues, so upright the conduct of'.this sovereign, that when the ' celebrated .
theologian, Zeyád .Ibn "Abdi-r-rahmán, better known by the surnarne of.Shabattún,
left Andalus for the East in search of learning, the Imám Málik Ibn Ans, towhom
he related sorne of His,h~ro's , most praiseworthy acts, i~ said to have exclairned, ,
,', May the Almighty preserve his Efe, and .make him oneof our select [disciples]." 3

At the onset of his reign, Hishám was compelled to make war 0l! rnernbers oí his Rebelli~n oí

own family and other rebels, who resisted his authority, or raised the standard of Suleyman.

revolt in various corners of his empire. . His eldest brother Suleymánespecially.fo
whom he ' had been preferred by his father, ' shook off his allegiance, and appeared
in arms against him, assisted by another brother, called 'Abdullah.Mter rnany
sanguinary encounters between the royal troops and those commanded by bis two
brothers, Hishám repaired in person to the seat oí war; and the wheel of fortune .
turning in his favour, he defeated the rebels, and compelled them to have recourse
to his c1emency. Thus rid of his internal enemies, Hishám turned his arrns against
the infidels.

In the days of Hishám, the celebrated city of Narbonne." was again wrested from Taking oí

h nh" H' G u . 1 havi d fi H' há 1 d Narbonne.t e \::i ristians. IS , a reían vassa s aVlng sue ' or peace, is aro on y grante '
it to themon very, hard conditions; one .of which was their having to carry a '
certain number oí loads of earth 5 out oí the demolished ,walls of the conquered
city, Narbonne, to the gate oí his own palace in Cúrdova, to be .used there in the
construction of amosque, opposite to the Bábu-I-jenán (gate of the gardens); and
not only. was the mosque built of tliose materials, but a; large quantity still remained
piled up in front oí the rOY,'al palace.

In the spring of tlie y.ear, 175 (beginning May 9, A. D. 791), having put himself~Varswith the

h h d f e 1 h h d h distri . infidels.at t e ea o a ,powerlu army, e reac e t e istricts of Alava and the Castles," , .
met the unbelievers, 'and defeated them completely. In the same year (l75)God
again sent down victory to his arms; for, having dispatched one of his generals,
named Yúsuf .Ibn Bokht 7 .Al-fáresí, against the Galicians, that ,chief .penetrated Ex~e~ition to
• , ' , Galicia,
into their country at the head of considerable forces, and met their .king, Bere- ,
mundoh (Berrnudo), whom he defeated, making great slaughter among his followers, '
and reducing a considerable portion of his states. . .

In the ensuing year, A. H. 176 (beginning April27, A. D. : 792), Hishám sent To Alava.
forward his Wizír 'Abdu-l-malek Ibn 'Abdi-l-wáhed Ibn Mugheython asimilar
service; and this general reached the districts oí Alava and the Castles, wherein he
committed all manner of depredations . . < '

:Mter .this, in the year 177 {beginning .April 17, A . D. ,793), Hishám sent the
same general in another direction. This time 'Abdu-l-malek marched to Ariúnah
(Narbonne) .and Jerundah (Gerona), laid waste the territories adjoining those two
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Rebuilding oí
the bridge oí
Cordova.

cities,and subdued the whole country oí Seritányah (Cerdagne).s . 'Abdu-l-malek,
moreover, having penetrated far into the country of the infidels, put their armies to
fíight wherever he met with them.

Another invasion was made by the command oí Hishám irrthe year .178 (be- ,
ginning .April 6, A:D e , 794). 'Abdu-l-malek Ibri 'Abdi-l-wáhed penetrated farinto
Galicia, and reached Ashtorkah (Astorga), where .the King of the Galicians, assisted
by the King of the Basques, seemed disposed to make a stand; but not daring to
come to close 'quarters with the Moslems, the two kingsretreated into their states,
whither they were hotly pursued by . 'Abdu-l-:malek. · Hishám, moreover, had
previously sent by another route sorne forces," which joined 'Abdu-l-malek in .the
enemy's country, ,and laid it waste. . 'I'hey were opposed by the troops .of -the
Franks, who at first obtained sorne trifling ' advantage over them, , though the
Moslems at last returned safe and victorious.

Among thepraiseworthy actions oí .this Sultán, one is the restoration of the
famous bridge of Cordova,!" which, as before related, had been erected by As-samh
Al-khaulání, governor ofAndalus, during the Khalifate of 'Ornar Ibn 'Abdi-l... 'azíz,
and was proverbial for itsbeauty and dimensions, Hishám designed it himself, and
inspected the work ti11 its completion. . Happening on a certain· day to ask one of
h1S Wizírs what tbe people of Cordova said about it. .the Wizír replied, " They say
" thaf the Amír's only motive ill! reBuilding this bridge is, that 'he may pass over
" it when he goes out hunting." Hearing which, .Hishám bound himself bya most
solemn oath never to pass it again ; . a vow which he is known I to have kept most
scrupulously as long as he lived.

Dufing the reign of this Sultán several eminent doctors left Cordova and other
. eities in Andalus to make their pilgrimage to Mekka. . Among their number were,

Fara'ún Ibnu-l-'abbás, 'Isa Ibn Dínár, Sa'id Ibn Abí Hind, and others. . who, on
" their return to Andalus, failed not to ' diffuse the rays of theological science which

they had diligently gathered in the East. Some, moreover, who had there become
~~~rk~~~tAllS' acquainted with Málik Ibn Ans, and had adopted his religious opinions, began to

describe him as aman ,eminent .by his talents and virtues, ,and to speak ,of the
extent ofhis learning, and the great honour and estimation in which he was held
all over the East.; by which means the fame oí. that celebrated theologian spread
throughout Andalus, his doctrines were publicly .taught, and his religious opinions
satisfactorily explained. This prepared .the way for the rejection of the rite of Al­
auzá'í, and the adoption of that of Málik Ibn Ans, which happened soon after.under
.the reign of his successor [Al-hakem l., the son of Hishám]. They sayothat Abú
'Abdillah Zeyád lbn .'Abdi-r-rahman Ibn Zeyád Al-lakhmí, better known by theby­
name of Shabattún,. whom Andalusian writers designate ' more generallyunder, the
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honourable surname of' the theologian of Andalus,' was the first who contributed by
bis ,writingstospread the kriowledge of the religious opinions entertained by that ' .
il1ustrious Imám. .: This Shabattún was as virtuous and modest 'as he was learned.
They relate of him, that the Sultán Hishám wished once to appoint him to the charge
of Kádí of Cordova; .but this Zeyád obstinately refused, under theplea that he .was.
unworthy of that office. .Hishám ,wished to compel him to accept .it , but he fled ;
when the people said to the Sultán, ".O Hishám, if all men were like Shabattiin,
there would be peace iri this world." Hishám then sent for him,and pardoned him;
when, having previously received a safe conduct, ' he returned to his .house. They
relate of him, thatwhilst he was thus contending with his sovereign, Hishám offering .
him that high office, and Shabattún refusing to accept oí. it, some of the .. Wizírs
called upon him, and declared to him the Sultán's determination that he should accept
the appointment offered to him; upon which he said to them, " Donot importune
" me; for if youmake me once ' take a dislike to the offic~~ I shall behave in such
" a manner that yo.ushall soon wish to see me out of it again. . For instance, were
" my wife such a one. . thrice . divorced [by 'Sorne of you], .10 come to me, laying
" claim to, any thing .remaining in your hands, Iwould most certainly issueorders
" for its restoration, and make you ' besides answer for keeping it." When ' the
Wizírs heard-Shabattún express himself in this way,. they saw that he was 'in earnest,
and they wentand reported the conversation to the Xniír , who no longeli insisted
upon Zeyád accepting the offic~ oí. KátlJ!. But tooreturn :' 'Phis Zeyád, having
hecome acquainted with Málik Ibn 1\.ns, read the ?!o'Wat fá under his Clirection;
he also learned nnder Mu'áwiyah Ibn Sáleh, .whose daughter afterwards received
lessons from liim. Zeyád 11 died, according .to sorne writers; in the year 204
(beginning June 27, A. D. 819); others advance his death eleven years [193J;
others placeit in 194;' others in 199: the first date, however, is the most_conl-:
.monly received: hut Godonly knows the truth of the case!

Suwwár Ibn Tárik Al-kortohí, a freedman of 'Abdu-r-rahmán 1..".was another of '.
the eminent rnen who left Cordova under. thisreign, to travel in: theEast. He
visited the cityof Basrah, where he met with Al-asma'í and other distinguished
characters of the time. He then return~d to Aridalus,where he was appointed
preceptor to Al-hakem. · _H~ left several sons; among whom the most distinguished
was Mohammed Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn Suwwár, who also made a pilgrimage toMekka. .
, ' . After a prosperous reign of. seven .years and nine months, sorne historians say D~at~l of

• .. .. , Hishám.
eight [months], Hishám died in the year 180 ·(A . D. 796).12 He lS counted among .

, the good and virtuous monarchs, full of military ardour, and zealfor the promotion
oí the faith. Amongjhe commendablevacts of his administration one _washis

. eontinuing and completing the construction of the great mosque of Cordova, .which
. .
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his father 'Abdu-r-rahmán had begun, and left intrusted to his careo He' had also
the merit of not exacting from his Moslem subjects more taxes than the, zeka'h or
tithe prescribed by the Korán and the Sunna (traditionary law). 1 May God have
mercy on him l His age, when he died, was forty years and four months, having been
born, as above stated, in the month of Shawwál 'of the year 139: 'His mild temper,
his generosity, and his love of justice, were such that his subjects gave him
the surnames of Ar-rodha, '(the amiable), and Al-'ádil _(the just). Among the
laudable practices introduced by him, the historian Saken ia Ibn Ibrábím ,records
the following : He instituted a night-watcb, composed of honest citizens, ' who
went their rounds; and if any disturber of the public peace was apprehended, he
was fined according to his offence: the produce of the fines was then sent to such
poor people as were found in the mosques in dark and rainy nights.

On the death oí Hisbám, bis son Al-hakem, whom he had previously designated
as his successor, ascended the throne." Soon after his accession, Al-hakem ,
increased the number of his mamelukes and guards, formed a body of cavalry,
which he kept in constant readiness for action, infused vigour into every branch of .
the administration, and took into 'his own hands the direction of affairs. In con­
sequence, however, of the civil wars which broke out between him and his two
uncles," the .infidels seized the 'opportunity to invade the territory 'of the Moslems.
liaving made an incursión-into the districts of Barcelona," they reduced that city in
the year 185 CA. D. 801), the Moslem garrison witlidrawing to suchother fortresses
as acknowledgéd their sway in those parts.

Al-hakem ,dispatched an arrny to Galicia, under the command of his Hájib,
'Abdu-I-kerím Ibn ['Abdi-l-wáhed Ibn] Mugheyth, who penetrated far into that
country,and wasted it. As he was returning from this 'expedition, hefound the
enemy posted on the heights, ,and occupying the passes by which 'he had to cross ;
but he defeated them with great slaughter, and succeeded in reaching the 'dominions

~ of Islám in safety. '

Al-hakem had also internal enemies to contend with; and, among other rebellions
which he had to put down, the most serious and formidable was thatof the
inhabitants ,of one of the suburbs of Cordova. ' It originated thus: Al-hakem
having since the commencement of his reign shown great propensity' to worldly
pleasures, sorne of the most eminent theologians of Cordova, and other men dis­
tinguished by their piety and Iearning, as Yahya Ibn Yahya Al-leythí, the disciple .
oí Málik Ibn Ans, and one of those who delivered traditions from the mouth of that
Imám, Táhit the theologian, and others, revolted against him, and proclaimed in
his stead one oí his relatives.'? .The scene of this commotionwas the western 18

suburb of Cordova. Al-hakem, who had a body of troops encamped close to his
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palace, ~arched against . the rebels, whom he defeated and dispersed. -He then ~:::t~~~~~nt
entered the suburb, which he razed to the ground, not sparing even the mosques, oí the rebels.

and expelled the inhabitants. Some of thern fled to Africa, and settled at Fez, '
where they peopled a quarter of the city called after them Medínatu-l-andalusiín

(the town of the Andalusians) ;others went to Alexandria. Those who fled to the
latter city, being in considerable number, created sorne disturbances there, and
subsequently revolted against the "authorities ofthe place; upon which 'Abdullah
Ibn Táhir," who was governor óf Egypt for the Khalif Al-mámiin, son of Hárún
Ar-rashíd, attacked and defeated them, and transported the remainder to the island
of Akritis (Crete), which they conquered, and held until, after a considerable length
of time, the Franks 20 dispossessed them of it. .During their occupation of Crete
the Andalusians were governed by kings of the posterity of AbüHafss 21 . 'Ornar
Ibn Sho'ayb, surnamed Ibnu-l-ghalíth, a native of Betrúh (pedroches), who was
their leader at the time of their attack on the island. . The last of them was
,Abdu-l-'azíz.

Yahy.a Ibn Yahya, oneof the principal conspirators, fled to .Toledo ; .but having
some time after obtained a safe conduct from Al-hakem, he returned to Cordova, .
and was pardoned. The same happened with Tálút, who not only obtained . ·
forgiveness, hu! rose afterwards to the favour of bis sovereign. -,

Tálút was the son of 'Abdi-l-jabbár Al-má'áferi l'" He liad made a pilgrimage to
Mekka, and visited Misr (Cairo), where he met tlie Imám Málik Ibn Ans, and
profited by his lessons: he therr returnea .to C órdova. :Nfter the taking .of the
~uburh where the ' rebels had fortified themselves, .T áhit at first took refuge 'aL the
house óf él: Jew; but after sorne time he went to one of his .friends, Abú Bessám,
the Kátib, who, he trusted, would intercede for him, and obtain his pardon
from Al-hakem. Far from this, Abú Bessám denounced him, .and Tálút was
accordingly surnmoned to the presence of his sovereign. Being admitted .to .the '
hall ~f audience, Al-hakem reproached him in the harshest terms, and charged him .
with his crime ; saying, "How carnest thou to rebel against me? thou, a disciple
" of the Imám Málik, -from whom thournust have -heard, that the long ruleof
" abad king is preferable to civil war for one hour ? .By .Allah l thou must have
" heard thy master say so."-" 1 did," answered Tállit, humbly. "Wel1,. then,"
said Al-hakem, "return to thy dwelling; thou art forgiven." . He then asked him
where he had been concealed; and Tálút informed him that 11e lIad remai~ed for .a
whole year at the house of a Jew,whoÍn he named, and hadafterwards gone .10 his
friend the Kátib, Abú Bessám, who, instead of sheltering and interceding.for him,
as he had expected, -. had been treacherous, and denounced him. '. ' Hearing this,
Al-ha~em grew very angry, . and not . only deprivedAbü Bessám o~ his office, but

. t
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issued an order in writing that he should never again be employed in . the public
service. Ever .after this,Abú Bessám, who followed the profession of the law, .
became an object of ridicule to his comrades, who used to say to him, "Thou
" camest here, no doubt, to proc1aim the doctrines of thy friend Táhit."

After the defeat of his two uncIes, who disputed the empire with him, and
the eldest of whom, .named .Suleymán Abú Ayúb, fell in an encounter with his
troops in 183 CA. D. 799),23, Al-hakem turned his attention towards repelling the
attacks of the Christians on his territory. · During the civil wars in which Al-hakem
had beenengaged, the Christians, profiting by the separation oí the Moslem troops
from their frontiers, had often assailed the defenceless points of the Mohammedan
territory, reduced the castles, led the inhabitants into captivity, and committed . all
manner of ravages and depredations. But, in order to check their progress and
chastise their insolence, Al-hakem determined upon sending yearly expeditions
against them, and dispatched army after army, under the command of his best
generals, to waste their territory, and put every thing before them to fire and
sword. We shall here mention a few only oí the memorable .wars undertaken
during his reign.

In the year 192 (beginning Nov. 5, A. D. 807),' Ludhwik, son oí Carl, King of
the Franks, collected his forces, and marched to Turiasonah (Tarazona);" which
he besieged. AI-paKem sent against liim His eldést son '~.l5au-r-raünlán, :wño
defeated him, God Almighty being nleased that the Moslems should vanquish
their enemies. But, as tlie Franks oecame every day oolaer on account oí the .
wars which Al-hakem had to sustain against the rebels of To~e~0,25 and were

assailing his frontiers, it was thought expedient to chastise their insolence. . Ac­
cordingly, in the year 196 (beginning Sept. 22, A. D. 811), the Amír marched
against them in person, and, having invaded their country, took · many oí their
towns and fortresses, laid their lands waste, and followed them every where with

.slaughter, captivity, and plunder; returning afterwards to Cordova with the trophies
oí his victory.

. Four years after this,iri the yea,r 200 (beginning August 10, A. D. 815), Al-hakem
dispatched his Wizír, 'Abdu-l-kerim Ibn ['Abdi-l-wáhed Ibn] Mugheyth, against
the Franks. The Moslems plundered the country, and razed several fortresses ;
but they were met by the King of the Galicians at the head oí considerable forces. :
Both armies .then encamped on the banks oí a river," and skirmished for several
days, the advantage remaining at first with the Moslems. At last,' after thirteen.
days of incessant fighting, the river,swollen by ' the heavy rains, overfiowed its '
banks, and the Moslems, though victorious, were compelled to retreat from .the. .
field of battle..
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.In the year 197 (beginning Sept. 11,-A ~ D. 812,) a most dreadful famine prevailed ~:n~ul

in Andalus, whíchso much affected the lower classes of .people .that they died by
thousands. : In allusion to this calamity, a poet of the court of Al-hakem, named
'Abbás Ibn Násih 27 Al-jezayrí (from Algeziras), composed these twoverses :

" Time has brought on sterility and fainine, but the calamity itself has
."proved a benefit to Al-hakem:

." It has · insured his rule. . and delivered him-of many a rebellious sub-
" ,ject." 28 ' 1 , •

Of this poet ['Abbás] historians relate a very .curious anecdote, They say that as'
he was once travelling in · the Thagher (the province of Toledo), he .met at
Guadalajara with a woman who was crying out at the top of her . voice, "Come
" to our help, 0 _Al-hakem l. for thou hast so neglected us of late, tbat the enemy
" of God has fallenupon us, and deprived u; both of husband and father." Having
inquiredof her the particulars ''of her sadIoss, the woman acquaintedAbú-l-tabbás
how she and her famíly, as they were returning from the fields [to Guadalajara], fell
in with a party of Christians on horseback, who killed .or took prisoners all those
who went with her. This . furnished AI-'abbás with a theme for that elegant
kassidah» of his which begins thus:

" 1 was passing through Guadalajara in .all haste,when 1 heard a plaintive
"sound issue from a house.

" 1 listened, and heard a woman say, 'O kbú-l-'assi ! towards thee 1 guide
\" my.exhausted camel, to .thee 1 run for assistance'and protection.' '.'

On his return to court, 'Abbás entered the presence of Al-hakem, .and recited
the aboye poem, .in .wHich ' he .admirably described the fear and consternation .of .

the inhabitants of the districts through which he had passed, :and the words ,uttered
by the wretched woman whilst imploring his help ; N~ sooner had Al-hakem
heard it, than he issued immediate orders to prepare for war, and othree days
after he .marched to .Guadalajara, taking with him the poet 'Abbás. Arrived there,
he inquired from what part of the enemy's country the marauding. 'party had come ;
~nd being informed of-it, he invaded .that district, laid waste the land, took .many

'fortresses,. destroyed the fíelds, burnt the houses of the inhabitants, and committed
all kinds of ravages, inflicting death on a great number ofinfidels. .. After this he
returned to Guadalajara, . where he summoned .the .widow .to his presence1 and,
causing 'the' captives taken in his expeditionto be brought before him, he had them
all ,· beheaded ·before ' her eyes. . This . done, Al-hakem turned towards , 'Abbás,
and .said td him; " Ask the widow nowwhether Al-hakem's help :is effectual, 01'

not."..She, being, awell-bred .woman, .replied, ."-.N o doubtof that ; the AmÍr has
alleviated our sorrow, he has . afflicted our enemies, andbestowed his assistance
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on the weak and oppressed. May God reward him for it, and make him happy! ".
Hearing this, Al-hakem could not refrain from showing all the gratification and joy
which he felt at the compliment, and said to the poet, " See, O Al-'abbás! how we
" have run, though we were distant, to this woman's call; and how, collecting our
" victorious forces, we have by our appearance soothed the grieí and satisfied the
" revenge oí the injured, alleviated the sorrow oí the afHicted, and relieved those
" who -were in difficulties."-" True, O Amír!" replied 'Abbás; "may the AI­
" mighty reward thee for aH the good thou hast done to the Moslems!" After
which he kissed the hand of his sovereign, and retired.

Al-hakem had five Wizírs, who were also the generals oí his armies: their
names were, Is'hák Ibn Al-mundhir, AI-'abbás Ibn 'Abdillah, 'Abdu-l-kerím Ibn
'Abdi-I-wáhed Ibn Mugheyth, who was also his Hájib, Foteys Ibn Suleymán, and,
Sa'íd Ibn Hossán. When he ascended the throne the office oí Kádí oí Cordova
was held by Mos'ab Ibn 'Imrán, after whose death he appointed 'Ornar Ibn
Busheyr. . Then carne Al-farej Ibn Katánah, then Besher Ibn Katten, 'Abdullah
Ibn Músa, Mohammed Ibn Telíd, Hámid Ibn Mohammed Ibn Yahya. His Kátibs
were, Foteys Ibn Suleymán, 'Ittáf Ibn Zeyd, Hejáj 'Ibn AI-'okaylí.

Al-hakem died about the end of the year 206 (May, A. D', 822), after a reign
of six-and-twenty years. He was then fifty-two years old, having been born in 154
(beginning Dec. 23, ~ . D. 1771) oí a concubine oí Hisliám, named Khazraf. The
impression of his seal was "In God Alehakem tru sts, and is secure." He was tan
and thin, oí a very dark complexion, and had' an aquiline nese.'He left twenty
male children, and twenty female.

More than one historian has recorded the fact that A.l-hakem was the first
roonarch oí his family who surrounded his throne with a certain splendour and

.magnificence. He increased the number oí mamelukes until they amounted to
five thousand horse and one thousand foot. Ibnu Khaldún and others say that
he was also the first who introduced the practice of issuing a regular .pay to the
troops; that he formed magazines oí arD1S and provisions; increased the number oí
rus slaves, eunuchs, and servants; had a body-guard oí cavalry always stationed
at the gate of his palace, and surrounded his person with a guard oí mamelukes,
the number of which has already been 'stated. These mamelukes were called
Al-horas (the guard), owing to their being all Christians, or foreigners. They
occupied two large barracks, with stables for their horses; and one thousand oí their
number were continually mounting guard on both banks oí the river, close to
his palace. Al-hakem kept, moreover, several spies, who acquainted him with the
~tate of public opinion, while he himself conducted the affairs oí his. government,
surrounding himself with theologians, doctors, and other learned and honest

Death oí
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