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of the .mosque, and to describe the works of art and precious objects amassed in
it by the commendable piety oí so many sovereigns. . ~ . ' . .: .

Its dimensions. The author of the Majmu'-l-muftarik 8 says that the roof of the aisles 9 'before the
addition made by Al-hakem roeasured two hundred and twenty-five cubits in length
from jau! to kiblah,lO and that the breadth froro east to west was likewise before
the addition one hundred and five cubits. . Al-hakem then added one hunclred and
five cubits, thus making the entire length of the mosque three hundredand thirty
cubits. After this, Mohammed Ibn Abí 'A'mir, better knowrr -by .the surname

. of Al-mansúr, added to it by order of the Khalif Hishám, son of 'Al-hakem,
eighty cubits in breadth on the eastern side.. The number of aisles' was at first ' >1;~;:i t;~i¡:

~:::::x~~:~e:~~::~:~::::~:~::~;:~e~~:~~~:~ls~~~:::;~rs:~..·..•.·...¡ll~t~'
breadth each, the addition being completed in the space of two years and a half, :;
during which time Al-mansúr himself occasionally worked in persono .The length " -"
of the court 11 from east to west was one hundred and twenty-eight cubits, and the .
breadth from kiblah to jau! one hundred and five; the width of the porticos of'the ._._ . .
colonnade surrounding the court was ten cubits; and the area of the whole building :.;- ' /: ',:;~~ ;'/

measured thirty-three thousand one hundred and fifty square cubits,
Ibnu Sa'íd, quoting Ibnu Baslíkúwál, agrees in some particülars with the aBo~e · . : .

account. He states the lengtH of the ~eat mosHue within the city at the S~lIIU~ · ./: !; . ·.J:·
number oí cubits, that is, three hundred and thirty from jau! to ' kiblah; the :'. '/·,::~A/i.
-court or open space he only makes eighty cubits in length, the remainder . being· ' !'\ji;\!~~
occupied by porticos tiled over. He estimates the breadth of the mosque from .. ',.'..;:
east to west at two hundred and fifty cubits, in which he is at variance . .with -, :: .. .,.
the preceding statement." He says also that the total number of aisles; 'com~ :H:: ;~;J!5."

prising the addition made by Al-mansúr, was riíneteen, and thattheywere caIled · ,<mh.~~·
al-baláttát. The number of doors, great and small.iwas twenty-one ; namely,<: :]P¡,}W~
nine on the west side, including in the number a large one . by which women > : >;:}~~';'

entered into the part oí themosque allotted to them; · nine .' on the .east,~ . eigh().: ·\~.:;;{

of which were for the men. and .one for the women;••. .three to the north, · of \·:;~)~{

which two large ones were for the use of the men, and the other for the wO'[Ileti, " ;'; '::' :l~t',
to ~nter into their recesses. No doors were visible 'on the south side, ¡ · witlí ·V. · :j:~:;~L
the exception of one in thesouth sirle of the .makssúrah, .a~d "leading •throug1J..:-. :~ :~· ·~}~~~:
a covered way to the palace of the Khalif. · It was through this secret · passagé . ]{~r:;{tt~

that the Sultán passed on a Friday into the mosque to join .in thepublic 'worshiJ>~:\;:~'?/~';~;'

All these doors were covered with the finest brass, in .the mostbeautiful manner.l,~: :» r:~:~
. . . "<..:.~..~:: . / ~ " r
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jambs 21 fonning the door of the mihráb .four columns oí inestimable value,-two
were made oí green marble, the other two oí Iapis-Iazuli.

We learn from Ibnu Bashkúwál that the Iength of the mihrábwas ·eight cubits
and a half from kiblah to jauj, and its breadth from east to west seven cubits .and .
a half; the height oí the dome thirteen cubits and a half.Therestood against one
oí its sides a pulpit," also constructed by Al-hakem, and equalled by none other in
the worId for workmanship and materials, It was built of ivory, andof 'themóst
exquisite woods, such as ebony, sandal, bakam,23 lndian plantain, ' citrón wcod, '
aloe, and so forth, at the expense oí thirty-five thousand sevenhundred and:five
dinárs, three dirhems and one third; and the steps by which it was ascended were.
nine in ' number. Another writer says that it was formed of thirty-six thousand . ~ ' r.

small pieces of wood, which were fastened together with gold and silver nails, and
occasionally incrusted with precious stones, and that the original costof each piece: . .
was seven dirhems of silver; that its construction lasted for seven years, eight artists ' :: ::

being daily employedin it, with anallowance of half a mithkál Mohammedí'" a day.. . '. .. .. . ""
This pulpit was once the repository oí a copy oí the Korán written, as 'it is: :; ~ · ...:; . ;; ::·~:: : ~~..j;{·.

generally supposed, by the Khalif 'Othrnán. It was preserved in a case of gold / ,;·:·,;:;{·,..... :f.,¡;;.;
tissue set with pearls and rubíes, over which was abag oí the richest coloured silk,:· : : ,, :: / :; ~ ~r:: 'd:

the whole being placed on a stand oí aloe wood, Joined with gold nails. It'Wa~:: :» :/<· .:(;t;:¡f~.
taken to Afríca By one ' of tlie Sultáns of the Hení 'Abdi-l-múmen, and lost ani:l· ' ·é;:;r :F/./i
recovered several times, until it was finally deposited in tlie great mosque called · - ; "'d~; \/ ·: , : ·,::'ft't , ·
Jámi'-Karawayin 25 (the mosque of the people oí Cairwán), at Fez. '. But thisbeing:: : ; }~\": .< ' . ::' ·.-,)r:,;(

an interesting subject, and one which has given rise to muchodebate among the. .'~: ' .~ ·,·· ·:::C'
learned, sorne of whom have expressed doubts of this book beingso .anci~nt:. ' · · o:" ;(,..;:i

as it was supposed, we deem it proper to transcribe here the words ofa·very... :-··/ .'\ ··..!I~~:ir
intelligent author who has fully investigated the case. The Khattíb Ibn MarzúJ(.26 · · :: i ,: ': · . ' ·ii~;(!.t~

says in his work entitled· Al-masnadu-s-sahíhu-l-hasan, (or collection oí authen". ;- . >: '; :/<';{;;:l}'~;i~

ticated traditions.) as follows :-" The copy oí the Korán called 'Othmání, :anq :,··... ;·;: ·/;~;;· ,·( ·{·ij%i

" which, according to Ibnu Bashkúwál, isone oí the four copies which theKhaIif: ,Y,: :; L}"};i, ;, ~':~i~i;

" 'Othmán (may God show him His favours!) sent to Mekka, Basrah, Kúíah,:and . :. ;.':' ::~/ :J i.,:;~·;·Íl

" Damascus, is too well known all over Andalus and .Africa toneed descripti()n/~!.:· ;)}};'DQ!;cifi~!~

" It was kept in the great mosque oí Cordova, until .ona Saturday, the eleventh ;'o(; {:/'¡: :;~1:/~:~
" Shawwál oí the year five hundred and fifty-six oí the Hijra CA. D. 1161)~ 'it~¿: :}j{;ft;l)n~

" taken away, as it is believed, by order oí Abú Mohammed 'Abdu-I-múmen:::lbIJ.~'~, ?~;'.;,~· :::q~~:¡~}i

" 'Alí,27 and taken to África, where it remained in the hands oí that Sultánand:lriS ·: i;;,>~~<!f;;:;X·~·I}~

" successors, who not only took the greatest care oí it, but carried it always in .;t4~~:¿.}/~<,! ·}Mr· · ·
" travels and military expeditions, expecting that itwould prove for them asoú.p~: ·i\;T~.~;Gif::~

"of prosperity. Thus it passed from one Sultán to another amongtheAlmohaª§' !~J 'p;: ': ,,::"j?~J;~:'
.....":

Mihráh.
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" the note at the end of the eopy depositednow at Medína, and whieh reads thus :
" , The presen t book was collected by some of the companions of .the Prophet (on
" whom be benediction and salutation l) by the injunctions oí t~e Khalif 'Othmán,'
"&c. Then follow the names of the companions who assisted in the eol1ection, as
" Zeyd Ibn Thábit, 'Abdullah Ibn Zubeyr, Sa'íd Al-tassí, and so forth.".

" However, be this as it may, one thing is eertain, namely, that the copy oí the
" Korán which was preserved at Cordova, and held in so great veneration by .the
" people oí Andalus, passed through many hands, until it was .lost before Telemsán
" by the Sultán Ibráhím; its present destination being totally unknown tome·,
" unless, 1 repeat, it be preserved in the treasure of the Sultán of Telemsán, as it
" has been reported." . ..

Such is Ibn Marzúk's aceount, which .we have copied almost literal1yfrom bis
work. Now it remains for us to say that what Ibn Marzük conjeetures is a faet;
the saered volume here alluded to remained in the possession oí the Sultáns of Te­
lemsán, who transmitted it as an inheritance from father to son, .until that city was
taken by our Imám Abú-l-hasan" towards the end of Ramadhán oí the.year seven
hundred and thirty-seven of the Hijra (A. D. 1336). ·That prince, having seized
upon all the treasures eontained in the royal palace, found among other valuable
objects the famous Korán, which he kept in bis possession until it was agí;1inlost by
him in the disastrous óattle of Tarifa; 35 th üs oecoming tlie prey oí the infidel
monarchs of Andalus. From that country it went to Portugal, whence it was again
recovered in the year seven liundred and oforty-five CA. D. 1344-5) by one of the
merchants of Azamor, who employed a ruse to gain possession oí it . . It then was .
acquired by the Sultán oí Fez, at which city Ibn Rashíd saw it, .as he .himself
informs us in his travels."

Tower. But to return to our deseription oí the mosque oí Cordova. ce The height of the
" tower"? now existing," says Ibnu Bashkúwál, "which was built by the Sultán
" 'Abdu-r-rahmán, son of the Sultán Mohammed, is seventy-two eubits, namely,'
" fifty-four to the top of the open dome, towards which the crier turns his back
" when proclaiming the hour of prayers, and eighteen more to the very end of the
"spar. On the summit of this dome are the three eelebrated apples, two of which
" are made oí pure gold, and theroiddle one of silver. Eachof them measures
" three spans and a half in circumference, and they are encompassed within twosix­
" petalled lilies in a most elegant manner, the whole being surmounted by a small
" pomegranate made of pure gold, rising about a cubit aboye the top of the dome"
" which is considered one of the wonders of the world." ~ . .. .

The building of this tower is thus related by the above-mentioned writer. ."]ri
" the year three hundred and thirty-four" CA. D. 945-6) the Amír'Abdu-r-rahmári

" ~" - ,,,". ,,.. ,, .,,, ,.. • , . - : -.• . . .~ ·.· _·, ,_ ,. . 1· _ , , ~ ,..> ," •.•. ,.•.. ~ .., •..,.•" ,,""'., ,
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of the mosque of Az-zahrá, while mathematicians and astronomers contended that
it ought to be built inc1ining a little towards the east. While the people were
thus disputing the point among themselves, the Faquih Abú Ibráhím carne up to o
Al-hakem, and said to him, " O Prince of the believers! all the people oí this
" nation have constantly turned their faces to the south while making their prayers;
" it was to the south that the Imárns who preceded thee, the doctors, theKádís, and
" all Moslems, directed their looks, from the times oí the eonquest up to the present
" day; and it was to the south that"'the tábi's, like Músa Ibn Nosseyr and Hansh
" As-san'ání, (may God show them merey!) inc1ined the kiblahs of all the mosques
" which they ereeted in this country. Remember that proverb which says, 'It is
"preferable to fol1ow the example of others and be saved, than to perish by
" separating from the track.'" Upon which the Khalif exc1aimed, "By Allah, I

" thou sayst right! 1 am for fol1owing the example of the tábi's, whose opinion on .
" the subject is of great weight :"- and he ordered that it should be executed as
proposed.

Nor was this the only improvement which the Khalif Al-hakem made to the
great masque; he ordered, besides, sorne works oí the greatest utility and import­
ance. Instead of the old reservoir?" for purification, in the court oí the mosque,
which was supplied with water drawn by beasts" from a neighbouring well, he built
four others at the two sides o~ tlie mosque, ¡viz., two large ones for men at tHe eastern
angle, and two small ones for women at tlíe western; and tliese He filled by means
of a canal," whiclí, ta:King tlie water" from tlle foot of the mountains of Cordova,
noured it into an immense reservoir lined with marble. -The water ran night and
(lar , and ¡what remained after supplying the wants of the mosque, being very sweet
and of excellent quality, was distributed into three canals," parting from three
different sides of the mosque, east, north, and west, and flowed into two immense
fountains," which Al-hakem eaused to be hewn out of the salid rock at the foot of
the mountains of Cordova at an enormous expense, owing to the number of work-
men employed in them, and the difficulty of transport. '

The work was executed in the following manner :-Two immense blocks of stone
.were first selected from the quarries in the mountains of Cordova; they were then
hewn out with pickaxes, an operation which took up considerable time, and when
every thing was completed both fountains appeared suddenly to the eyes oí the
astonished multitude in theshape which tbey were destined to have. However,
the general satisfaction expressed by the inhabitants on this occasion wasvery
much damped by the obstacles, to all appearance insurmountable, which the distance
of the quarry and the size of the blocks presented to the transport and conveyánce
·of them by an inclined plane to the corners of the mosque prepared for their recep-

T
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tion. ' '. This, .howevervwas soon ~emedied; . through the assistance o(AlmightyGod,
and the followingexpedient was .s uggested. A .cart was built with largebeams ....
ofoak wood placedupon a circularframe, thewhole be.ingstrengt~~nedwith ir~n "
hoopsj .aroad waslevelled from the quarry to themosque, and after every prepara­
tion had been made 'seventy oí the strongest ríranght oxen were yoked .--to .it by
means oí strong rapes, and with God's ' favour and assistancefhe . two huge blocks. .
reached their destination one after the other, .and were .placed in'the vaulted recesses .:
prepared '.for them,45-.. twelve conseeutive days being. theitime: spent in .. their '. '
transport. . . . ~.: '. ; •.'. ::: ' . ' . .

· On the west side oí this mosqueAl-bakem built a house for the distribution 'oí Al~s-h~u5el. -.

alms, in which sucb poor travellers and people as losf their way in the eity, or did ' . ". .
· not know whither to go, or were devoid of sufficient meanato -providefor .their
wants during their residence in the capital.jnet always with acharitable-reception, ..
and were hospitably entertained and furnished withevery necessary.towingtofhe': . .
vast sums with which the establishment was endowedbythéj{halif~ . ,Severnlhouses '..
for toe peor were likewise erected by Al-hakemover against the .greatwestemgate .

. oí the mosque. 46 The sum spentby Al-hakemin thebúilding of'.these houses, as .
1Vell as in bis additio~ to the mosque, &c.,.amounted, according to Ibnu Hayyán, to .
one hundred and sixty-one thousandgolddinárs, a1l derived froIIi the ·fifths oí ~he '

spoil. .•.. . . . .. . . ' '.
. But the greatest addition that ever ~as made 'to tli~ . mo~que is illIldoubted1r that

undertaken and completed in .the days of ffisHám JI., and under tlie adñliDistnition' > .

· oí bis famous, Hájib~ Al-mansür Ibn Ahí ·'A:mir. '.• It is thus described by Ibnu Sa'íd, ...' . ..,.'.
•wlio quotes lliriu Bashkúwál and Ibnu-l-faradhí as bis authoritiea---...U Th;e " ~popula-.. '.' .' .
· " .tion of Cordova had somuch increased--e-owing to .thegreatínñúxof. people..who
" carne fromallparts ofAsia and Africa to settle in it,and ·.to·the :tribes of Berbers
" which Al-mansúr drew from theopposite land and-kept .inhis -pay ;7-thecity ..
"itselfhad reached ..to such a pitch of magnificence-and splendour.v that.fhe. :
e'suburbs and ·outskirts .teemedwith inhabitants,andthe great mosquewasfound
" incapable oí holding .'. the faithful who · flocked ,to it from al} sides."..As -,th.e ..

·H,Khalif's: palace adj()ID:ed themosqueon thevwest. side, , A1~mansúr c()~d ÍlÓt

· " extend the building except on the east • . 'J.ne first stephe tookwas toindemniiY,·.::.:':·:.
·,e preparatory to the Qullding,.the proprietors .ofsuchhousesas were tó be pulled . ·~ ··

." down with such sums as ' they chose to fixfor their property.. "H e ~alled tog~thdr :

" the owners oí the houses, and .addressing eachof .them inprivatehe .spoke tl1u~ '

" e Friend, ~ wa.nt~hat~ouse of thine; 1 mustbuy:ií: ~olllthe~;.that1 may ;~dd.
ce its site ·to that oí .,the ·great mosque : .it is ·a '~~rk ,oLgreat'utility, ;and omtended:'
" for the :conveni~nce ' :oí. .the public.. ' Thou.m~ys(ask whateverprice .thd~ choos'eSt ::' .

"
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" to have for it, and it shall be paid to thee out oí the royal coffers.' Everyone
el of the proprietors having agreed to sell his house, ·not without putting the highest
'e possible price on it, Al-mansúr gave immediate orders for the payment, and com­
e' manded besides that a suitable residence should be built for :each oí the pro­
1 e prietors in another quarter oí the city. A~-mansúr addressed himself at length to
" an old woman, who, being the proprietor of a house with a palm tree within the
" court oí the mosque," obstinately refused to part with it for any .sum.iunless she
" were provided with another house having also a palm tree , upon which Al­
" mansúr issued immediate orders that the old woman's wish should be fulfilled,
" should it cost a beyt-mál ;49 and, aeeordingly, another house with a palm tree was
e' procured for a most exorbitant priee. '

"All these difficulties being speedily removed, Al-mansúr began to build
ee his addition, in aisles extending all along the mosque, as we have remarked
"elsewhere,5° and the whole, when finished, presented a front oí the greatest
" solidity and elegance, the interior being deeorated with gold in the most mag-
" nifieent manner; so that in the opinion oí a1l the intelligent in these matters
" the addition built by Al-mansúr fell nowise short oí those of any of his pre­
" deeessors, that of Al-hakem even not excepted :-the aetion being rendered stil1
" more meritorious by the cireurnstanee oí Christian slaves'" from Castile and other
ee infidel eountries working in ehains at tlie building instead of the Moslems, thus
" exalting the true religion and trampling down polytlieism. Al-mansúr built also
" the great eistern únder the court of the mosque,52 and it was he who first caused
" wax to be burnt in the interior in addition to oil, thus combining the effect of
" both lights."

The number oí brazen chandeliers, ofdifferent sizes, in the mosque, iscomputed
by sorne at two hundred and eighty, and by others at two hundred and twenty-four,
without counting those over the gates; and the number of cups eontaining the oil
at seven thousand four hundred and twenty-five, 01' aeeording to other aceounts at
ten thousand eight hundred and five. The leaden supporters 53 for ihe cups
weighed four arrobes, and three-fourths of a kintar54 of eotton for the wicks oí
the lamps were consumed each month oí Ramadhán. The annual consumption of

' oil amounted to one hundred and twenty-five kintars, half oí whieh was used during
the Ramadhán; and in this holy month three kintars of wax, and three-quartersof
a kintar of eotton thread used in preparing the wax, were requisite over and aboye
the usual allowance. The great wax taper which burned by the side of the Imám
weighed from fifty to sixty pounds; it burned night and day throughout the month
oí Ramadhán, and its materials both oí wax and wiek were so contrived that the
whole might be eonsumed on the last night of Ramadhán. The chandeliers were

Number oí
chandeliers in
the mosqueo
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employed, the dhara' cubit not being the same every where, or to the circumstance
that sorne authors only counted the detaehed columns, while others reckoned them
all, large and small, entire and half ;-that sorne described it before the great ad­
dition made by Al-mansúr, while others, as Ibnu Sa'íd, visited it as late as the
sixth century. In abridging the -aceounts of the various authors who have treated
on this mosque, we may have been guilty of repetition, yet, as we consider that
information may have been increased by it, and that we have been useful, this will
easily atone for our faults. God is great! in Him we place our trust!

We cannot leave the deseription of this sumptuous building, and the enumeration
oí the wonders oí art contained in it, without taking notice of two or three circum­
stances which we have seen mentioned in Eastern authors, and which it may be
important to know, although no good authority is given for them. It is a current .
opinion in Damascus, as well as in other cities of the East, that the mosque oí .
Cordova had three hundred and sixty arches, according to the number oí days in the
year, and that the sun passed every day by one oí the arches until it went round the
whole number, when it returned in the inverse direction." Among the authors that
Yle have quoted none has alluded to this; nay, we will say more, among the almost
innumerable Andalusian as well as African writers who have treated on this mosque,
none, that we know of, has made the least al1usion to it , therefore the aecount,
from whoever it comes, is entitled to no credit; fofo, we aSK, is it probable tliaf so

; .

extraordinary a circumstance sltould ñav.e liéeri passed in silence by .writers who
have recorded faets of mucli less importanee witn tile most scrupulous details?

The author of the Nashaku-l-azhár 59 (sweet odour of the flowers) says that
Damong tñe manifold objects which by their exquisite workmanship or their costly

materials attracted the eyes of the beholder in the mosqueof Cordova, there were
three red marble pillars, on whieh were engraved,-on one the name oí Moharnmed,
on the other Moses' rod and the sleepers of the cave, and on the third Noah's
crow ; and that the columns were not the work oí man, but made by God, just as
they were. We again confess that we have looked in vain for .information re­
specting this wonderful production of nature; in vain have we perused and consulted
the best authenticated accounts of the time, and the most detailed deseription of the
mosque; we have nowhere found the least mention made of it: we must therefore
pronounce it improbable; for is it natural that the best and most diligent among
aneient writers should have omitted the faet, and that ·if the name of our holy
Prophet had been found impressed by the hand of the Almighty on one of the
columns of the temple this miraculous cireumstance should have been left un­
noticed? But God is all-knowing.

There is still another -cireumstanee told of the mosque of Cordovawhich we must
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CHAPTER 111.

City and pa­
lace oí Az­
zahrá,

City and palace of Az-zahrá-:-Cause oí its foundation-Expenditure-MateriaIs used in its ereCtion­
The two fountains-e-The hall oí the Khalifs-Mosque in Az-zahrá,

THE cause of the building of the city of Az-zahrá is thus related by a certain doctor,
a native of Cordova. One of An-nássir's concubines happening to die possessed of
considerable wealth, the Sultán ordered that the ·whole of her property shouldbe
spent in the redemption of captives. A search was accordingly made in the country
of the Franks, but not one Moslem captive could be found; upon which An-nássir
was greatly delighted, and thanked God for it. His mistress Az-zahrá, whom he
loved passionately, then said to him,-" Build with that money a city. that may
" take rny name and be mine:" and in compliance with her wisli Ah-nássir', who
surpassed his ancestors 'Abdii-r-rahmán al-ausatt and M -hakem l. in fondness for
building, began building at the foot of the mountain called Jebalu-l~'aros' (the
mountain oí the bride), south of the mountain and north oí Cordova, the palace.
and city. :.which he called Medínatu-z-zahrá after his mistress. This .city, which
at first was only intended as a spot of recreation for his , mistress, An-nássir soon '
took for his residence, making it also the abode oí his guards and the officers
of his household; he built the palace of solid materials and beautiful design, and
ornamented the interior with costly magnificence, and he ordered also that a statue
of bis mistress should be carved in relief over the gate. ' "They say ' that when
Az-zahrá sat for the first time in the great hall oí the palace, and, looking out of
the windows, gazed with admiration on the beautiful snow-white buildings oí the
city, contrasting with the black and dismal appearance of the mountain at the foot
oí which it stood she said to her royal spouse, "8ee, O master! how beautiful this
" girllooks in the arms oí yonder Ethiopian;" on hearing which An-nássir gave
immediate orders for the removal of the mountain, but one oí his counsellors
happening to be present when the order was issued said to him, " O Prince of
" the believers! God forbid that thou shouldst undertake ' a task the mere idea
ce of which is sufficient 'to make a roan lose his wit, for were all the men upon
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of lime and gypsum were eonveyed every third day for the use oí the building.
The daily pay .of one part oí the roen was one dirhem and a half eaeh, others
reeeived two dirhems and one-third. Six thousand bloeks oí stone made eom­
pletely even and smooth were used every day, without including in this number
the uneut stones, bricks, and the like.

Materials used . But as we are indebted to the historian Ibnu Hayyán for a minute deseription oí
in its erection,

this magnificent eonstruetion, as also for an aecount of the materials used in the
builcling and the expenditure ineurred by it, we shall extraet its contents. It
is but proper to observe that this excellent historian held his information from
the mouth of Ibn Dahín, who had it from Moslemah Ibn 'Abdillah. the architect
and geometrician, who lived in the reign of An-nássir. "An-nássir began the
" construction of the palace and city oí Az-zahrá in the year three hundred and
"twenty-five of the Hijra (A. D. 936-7), .and the building was continued for
" forty consecutive years, that is to say, twenty-five years of the life of An-nássir
" and fifteen of that of his son and successor, Al-hakem; for although the palace
" was completed long before the death of An-nássir, considerable additions were
" made to it by bis son, and the buildings for the reception of the court, the
" barracks for the troops, the pleasure-gardens, baths, fountains, and so forth,
" were never com:p,leted until the days of Al-hakem. Dur,ing the reigq of 'Ab­
" du-r-rahmán six thousand bloeks. óf stone, great and smhll, cut Ínto vamous .
" shapes, and eitiher polislied or smootHed, were used eyery¡ üay, exclusive of the
" uncut stones used for paving 4 and the like. The number of beasts of burden

D
"daily¡ employed to convey the materials of construction was fourteen hundred,
" sorne say more, besides four hundred camels belonging to the Sult án. .and one
" thousand mules hired for the occasion at the rate of three mithkals a month,
" making the total expense of hiring amount to three thousand mithkals monthly.
" In the building eleven hundred burdens of lime and gypsum were used every
" third day. The number of columns, great and small, supporters or supported,
"employed in the building amounted to four thousand; others exceed that
" number by three hundred and sixteen. Oí these sorne carne, from Rome,
" nineteen from the country of the Franks," one hundred and forty w~re pre­
" sented by the emperor of Constantinople, one thousand and thirteen, mostly
" .of green and rose coloured marble, were brought from Carthage, Túnis, Isfákis
" (Sfax), and other places in Africa : the remainder were extracted from quarries in
" his Andalusian dominions, as for instance the white marble from Tarragona and
" Almeria, the streaked marble 6 from Raya, and so forth. 1 was told by Ibn
" Dahín, who had it from the son oí one of the architects employed by An-nássir,
" .that the persons cornmissioned to transport the marbles from Africa were three,
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our information, have preferred this method of writing history , sometimes quoting
the very words, and at other times extracting the narrative, of authors. ibut seldom
introducing observations of our own, unless the o contradiction be so glaring, or the
statement so uncommon, as to require it. o Wé hope therefore that our reasons
for doing so will be justly appreciated, and that out readers willexcuse us when-
ever we happen to fall into the above-mentioned errors. ,

The two foun- Among the wonders of Az-zahrá, says Ibnu Hayyán, were .two fountains, with
tains,

their basins, so extraordinary in their shape, and so valuable for their exquisite o

workmanship, that, in the opinión of that writer, they constituted the principal
ornament of the palace. The larger of the two, which was of gilt bronze, and
most beautifully carved with basso-relievo representing human figures, was brought
to the Khalif from Constantinople by Ahmed Al-yúnání (the Greek),? and Rabi' the
Bishop.l'' As to the small one, which was of green marble, it was brought from
Syria by the said Ahmed, although others assert that it carne likewise from
Constantinople with Rabi'. However, al1 agree in saying that o such were the
taste of the designs on these fountains, and the magnificence oí the materials, '
as to make their value almost beyond estimation. The smaller one, aboye all,
appears to o have been a real wonder oí arto It was brought from place to place
until it reached the sea shore," when it was put on board a vessel and conveyed
to AndaIus. When the Khalif received it lie ordéred it to be placed in the dor­
mitory of the eastern hall called Al-múnis,12 and he fixed on it twelve figures
made of red gold, and set with pearls and other precious stones. o The figures,
which were all made in the arsenal." of Cordova, represented various animals;
as f0r instance one was the likeness of a lion, having on one side an antelope, o

and on the other a croc~dile; opposite to these stood an eagle and a dragon;
o and on the two wings of o the group a pigeon, a falcón," a peacock, 'a hen, a

cock, a kite," and a vulture. They, moreover, were all ornamented with jewels, o

and the water poured out from their .mouths.
r~l~l~~~l of the Another of the wonders oí Az-zahrá was the hall called Kasru-l-kholafá (the hall

of the Khalifs), the roof of which was of °gold and solid but transparent blocks of
marble of various colours, the walls being likewise of the same materials. o In the
centre of this hall, or, according to sorne, o on the top oí the above-described foun­
tain, which is by them placed in this hall, was fixed the unique pearl presented to
An-nássir by the Greek emperor Leo, 1~ among other valuable objects. The tiles
that covered the roof of this .magnificent hall were made of pure gold andsilver,
and, according to Ibnu Bashkúwál, there was in the centre oí the room a large
basin filled with quicksilver , on each side oí it eight doors fixed on arches 17 of
ivory and ebony, ornamented with gold and precious stones of various kinds,resting

-
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day of Sha'bán of the year three hundred and twenty-nine 'oí the Hijra (23rd
January, 941). On this day, which according to other writers was on the twenty­
second of the said month, and which happened to be a Friday, public prayers were
for the first time performed with great solemnity in this mosqueo The Kádí who
officiated as Imám on this occasion was Abú 'Abdillah Ibn Abí 'Isa, An-nássir
being present, as also the principal officers of the court. On theensuing day the
Khalif attended a sermon which was preached by the same Kádí.

There were besides in Az-zahrá two baths, one destined for the use of the officers
of the Sultán's household and other servants attached to the palace, and the other
for the public , and it was likewise provided with markets, inns, colleges, and other
public and private establishments.

We might go to a great Iength were we only to enumerate all the beauties,
natural as well as artificial, contained within the precincts oí Az-zahrá ;-the run­
ning streams, the limpid waters, the Iuxuriant gardens, the stately buildings for
the accommodation of the household guards, the magnificent palaces for the recep­
tion of all the high functionariesof the state; the throng of soldiers, pages, eunuchs,
and slaves, of all nations and religions, sumptuouslyattired in robes of silk and
brocade, moving to and fro through its broad streets; 01' the crowds of judges,
Kátibs, theologians; and poets, walking with becoming . gravity through the
magnificent halls, spacious ante-rooms, and ample courts: of the palace. The
number of male serv ánts in the palace has ' been éstiinaféd at thirteen thousand
seven hundred and fifty, to whom the daiIyallowance of flesh meat, exclusive of
fowls and fish, was thirteen thousand pounds; the number of women of various .
classes, comprising the harem of the Khalif, 01' waiting upon them, is said to have
amounted to six thousand three hundred and fourteen. The Sclavonian pages and
eunuchs were three thousand three hundred and fifty,-some say three thousand
three hundred and eighty-seven ;-to whom thirteen thousand pounds of flesh meat
were distributed daily, sorne receiving ten pounds each and sorne less, according to
their rank and station, exclusive oí fowls,partridges, and birds oí other sorts, game,
and fish ; although there are not wanting authors who have computed the number
oí Sc1avonian servants employed in or about the palace at six thousand and eighty- '
seven." The dai1y allowance oí bread for the fish in the ponds of Az-zahrá was
twelve thousand loaves, besides six kafíz of black pulse 22 which were every day
macerated in the waters. These and other particulars maybe found at full length
in the histories of the time, and recorded by orators and poets who have exhausted
the mines oí eloquence in their description: all agree that when this most beautiful
and magnificent palace was completed in the days of Al-hakem, all who saw it
owned that nothing similar to it could be found in the territories oí Islám.
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