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THE present Book will contain, as we announced in our Preface, an account oí the
famous city oí Cordova,-the seat oí a mightyempire which subdued all its enemies, ' ··'"
-and a description of its blessed mosgue, built oy the Be ñí lJmey:yah, ñlledwitli a.ll: , ;y~j~i;'I ' :-'

, , .:,," .' ¡ " c , ~, '),

sorts oí rarities, and ornamenten witli nazzling magnificence; togetlier with some i j3!'};:;)~'i; '

details on the sump'tuous seats oÍ! M edlnalu-z-zahr(f) ana lMedínatu-z -záhirah, 't he:' ,'::·,<é·~·k

.former the court oí the Bení An-nássir, the latter the residence oí the BeníAbí
'A'min It wiIl likewise describe the pleasure-gardens and luxuriant :fieldsinth~, ; " y ; ' : ,

neighbourhood, and give a minute account of their natural as well .'as ' artific~ ',,;:);t'. /.; ·
beauties; and, lastly, embrace the narrative of events which happened withÍIljtS " ~' ~Y ~'i~ ;

precincts: aH being subjects of the greatest interest, which will fill with delightthe : 'it; i" i;¡J~i(
hearts of the lovers of information, and remain deeply impressed on the minds qf ,.:~ .',2ic

the acute and the intelligent. , ", "',' , ,
Description oí Cordova is perhaps of all Mohammedan cities that which has been PlostfullY),;,' :~{>';~
Cordova. described by natives as well as by foreign writers. The East and ,the W estabounil'I','j~':~i'

with accounts, sorne in prose, others in verse, in which the glories and magnificellce>t~',i~~:¡
of that splendid capital have been so minutely recorded as to expel from"tb~)~;4~i

imagination oí the antiquarian all fear of their obliteration, An Eastem authÓf,::;¡/f ;;
arnong others, gives us the following picture :-" Cordova," such are hiswor~, '~: '"
" is the capital oí Andalus, and the mother oí its eities; ,the .court of the Kli~s~é;?H

" and the seat of their empire. It was in aneient times the courtof the ",infidef1i:.

" kings of Andalus, and afterwards became the residence of the MohaIDrnedali'o;;
" sovereigns who succeeded them. It was the abode of science, the place ofrefu~',)!
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" among the tribes of Ma'd and Yemen. To it carne from allparts oí the world .
" students anxious to cultivate poetry, to study the sciences.ior tcbe instructed
" in divinity or the law , so that it became the meeting-place of. the eminent ID aH
" matters, the abode oí the learned. :and the place 'of resort for the studious: its .
ee interior was 'always filled with the eminent and the noble of .all countries, its
ee literary men and soldiers were c?ntinually vying with each other to gain dis­
" tinction,' and its precincts never .eeased tobe the arena of the distinguished, the
" hippodrome of the foremost, the halting-place of the ' noble~ and the repository oí
" the true and virtuous. Cordova was to Andalúswhat the head is to thebody;.or·
" what the breast is to the lion." . .

. A poet hás written on Cordova the following distich, which .is not ~ altogether.
devoid .of merit: .

ee Do not talk of 'the court of Baghdád and its glittering magnificence,/"do:
" not praise Persia and China and their manifold advantages, ', .

" For there is no spot on the earth like Cordova, nor in the wholeworld
" men like the Bení Hamdín." 2 . . . ..

Ibnu Sa'íd calls Cordova the bride of the kingdom of that name; meaning ' ..'
she was provided with every requisite to make a city famous, and that ..she Jiad
within herself aH tlie beauties and ornaments of a beautiful maid who-is being tak~~<'•..,:,rw·:>,•. , ;.¡,;~ ~ .....:

to the house of her lord and spouse. . Ihdeed no comparison can be made
adequate than tbis; since the fact of her iHaving beeo tHe iresi<J,ence .·oí"
Sultáns constitutes the diadem on her ·head; her necklace is 'strung"ith';
inestimable pearls col1ected inthe Ocean of language by her oratorsand poets,
rones are made of the banners of science, those learned authors for whom · ne]th€~r... .

prose nor verse had any limits, and whose praises it is not prudent to Iet'
and, lastly, the masters in all arts and trades form the skirt of her .gown...
this Ibnu Sa'íd gives a sortof argument oí his work, from which we shall nn' ·j.· (. ~eea : ::":·'.: r::;;}:: ¡¡'\(¡!¡~{t¡~t: ;; :

to quote, taking care to introduce accounts Jrom other writers in ·-'order 'thaf
formation may spring from comparison. .

There are various opinions among historians as to who was the founder
Cordova. Sorne, as Ibnu Hayyán, Ar-rází, Al-hijárí, say that .i t was uil
Octavius, the second Ceesar of Rome, who conquered the whole earthvand .. lll....""'~ ·..·

with copper the bed of the Tiber; thesame emperor from whom the ..~" .
which began thirty-eight years before the birth ofthe Messiah, is ....".r'V' .......' ......rl

this monarch, who, in the opinion of the above-mentioned authors,was 'tllE; ' UU.l....I.&'-'A. "

of the great bridge in Cordova, is the foundation of that city ascribed, ..""r.." ...''''....

that of other places equally important; such as Merida, Seville, and ~ara~~oslsa~~~ : ·: .. ¡r:<~}D

Al-hijári, however, is of opinion that these three cities, aswell as
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never moved from it , then carne the Bení Umeyyah, who also-held their court in .
Cordova, although they did not stay in it all the year round, butdivided their time
between their pleasure-houses Medínatu-z-zahrá and Medínatn-z-záhirah. They
chose to reside in Cordova in prefererice to any other . city -of .Andalus, for its .:
convenient situation and delightful temperature. It. became in the course of time .
the meeting-place of the learned frorn all countries, and, owing to the .powen -and

splendour of the mighty dynasty that ruled over it, it contained more excellences
. • J •

than any other kingdom on the face of the earth, . .'
But before proceeding in our account of Cordova we deemit necessary toacquaint .

the readers with the titles, divisions, and contents of the various chapters de- .
voted by Ibnu Sa'íd to the description of that city, and forming part oí that : grea~.

historical work which we have so often quoted in the course .of our narrative, .and
to which we shall havestill numerous opportunities of referring. . ' .

Ibnu Sa'íd (may God show him mercy 1) followed a plan of his OWD, anddivided.:
his history into three volumes or sections.?

The first bears the title of "the book of variegated leaves -on the ornamental'.
beauties of Andalus."

The second, which treats on the history of Sicily, he called " the book of 'bar...
barous cacophony on .the beauties of the island oÍ! Sicily."

The third, which -embraces the liistory oí all the ínfidel nations ínhabitiúg' tl1'{ ,

great continent (ot EuroRe), is entitled " tlíe BooM of th é extreme limit on
beauties of the ~eat land (or continent of Europe)." .

Each of these volumes he divided into severalbooks, and these into numerous»
cHapters.8 For instance, the first, which contained the description of Andalüs, .·
composed of four books; the first entitled " ornamentaof thebride on the
scription of the west oí Andalus ;" the second, "the lips of thebeautiful .
maid on the description of the central provinces oí Andalus ," the .third, "thc'
of familiarity and friendship on the description oí eastern Andalus;" .and .the .lVLLLL.I.,"' ·: ':

. "the book of dubious lines on the geography and the history oí those ........,..,.TT11n,..lJ'~ .;~ ~. , ... ,.:('..".

which are in the hands of the worshippers of the cruci:fied~" . " . ' , '
The second volume, which treated on .the history ofSicilyvhe likewise .A~..,~rl ....",

into several books; and the same may be said of that which treats -on the h ,,,,t-r\P'T'

of the great land (continent). ' . ' . . ' : . "
The first book of the first vol~me being that which 'contains the h.",t-n'l'''IT

Cordova, and the provinces once ' subject to it, and likewise th~t which forms.
present object of our narrative, we shall describe it more minutely ~ .. ' Its~tIe , :<>.;,<c.;

as we have above stated, "the book oí ornaments of th é.bride on the .
western Andalus." It is divided into seven .chapters (e~ch chapter
divided into severa! paragraphs), the titles ofwhich aré as follow,? . .'

· 1

.. .
.: ,





~~~~.."'~'r".~~ ,,~~~;"J~.~4.p.~;..-:t~V':t" '-"~.,~t'l:....!~&.;t:,~·~jd~~..)i;oii',,!";~~I;";;¡':C'''''liA~'''~'''''P--' '''''~~~''' '''''''';''I.~--. ....,;,z¡;;;¡ ;;¡;;;;;; ;:; iii ' _'3~JCI!,.~~9: · · s

" .: : :/~

. [BOOK 111.HISTORY OF THE MOHAl\IMEDAN ·.206

city is stated at thirty thousand cubits," and tbe extent, exclusiveof the suburbs, ."
is said to have been sixteen thousand cubits in length from south to north; it is,
moreover, said that the buildings of Cordova in the time of theBení Umeyyah
were continued to a distance of eight farsangs In length and oí :two in' breadth, .
which makes twenty-four miles by six; all this spacebeing covered withpalaces,
masques, gardens, and houses built along the banks of the Guadalquivir,the only

S;~~~~~{:;:i:~~2i:l~f~~~~E~~c[t~~~t~~~i~E~.•.i';;~!¡rJJ·
magnificence, until the moment oí its final destruction in .the month of Shawwálof.
the year six hundred and thirty-three of the Hijra (Sept. A. D. 1236), when it fell ..·
into the hands 'oí the Christians." , ' ) ,: .

Another historian states thecircumference of Cordova, namely, oí that part only
comprised within the walls, exclusive of thesuburbs, at thirty-three :thousand
cubits, of which one thousand one hundred were covered by the royalpalaces~::

Another says that Cordova was divided into five large districts or cities, separat~d . , . , .. .. ': :' , ~'~

one from another ' ~y ~ high and well for~ifie~ wall, and that aU th,ese put,t,oget.',..h,.e,r...••·.·.:,.;, --.:..';.:.·.:..'..,..::.;;! ;,!:.'.:,I,:.'.'¡ •.:~.i.•.:·.·..•:·.'..t..}.'._~',,·
measured three miles In length and one In iWIütH. · ... .. . . • ' . ;' ."->{ ) :' :", :;;': ~:'f :l.. ,. :. ' .:~ :!~

The suburbs are said to llave been twenty-one in n~mbeF, each oí the~ .prqvid~,d. ;?·i..? :~::MlfJ,} ':\ : ~~ .),~
with lnosques, markets, ana batlis for the use oí its inliabitants ; .so that thepé6pi~:· r,: .·q)~;;1 };¡J.:;·; ¡{i.~~~tié '.~

oí one had no occasion to repair to the other, either for religious purposes or to ' buY: ': ::{- ' ::H¿c;;{t; ~;;~~ ,.,. ',"X: '

~~:i:;C:~S~::t~:t~;~sp~:~,B=~~~:~'t:::::~;;o;~:ti~:C~;:O~ ~~sC~:~;~! '~'(if~f~t¡~ ·
has preserved . the names oí the suburbswhich .once .were joined to CordovaY : " :~ : :;:' , :\)}; ~ t~/f.:·~U; ·
Two lay to the south, on the opposite bank of the river, and their ilames_Wer~ .: ::. ~ ; 'xl((,~:·.,:H '

Shakandah and Munyat-'A'jab (thegarden of the wonders). Nine to .the·'w~t~: ~ -\';;:':'{\ 'i¡"
namely, l-Iawdnítu-1"-ríhán (the shops of the sellers of sweet basil) ,15 .Rilbadh'-at~,>::/')~t;:i;!);~:
raklaíkln (the suburb of the bakers), l.fesjidu-I-kahji(the mosque oíthe,.caV:e)} :'i)/:;.:/:;''i,{}
Balátt :A{ugheythi (the palace of Mugheyth), Mesjidu-sh-shakái (the mosqut("()td·r '·b:f:·~ ~~}.
misfortune), Hamámu-l-anbírí (the baths of Al-anbírí), 16 : Mesjidu-:8-sor.rúr;·:,(t~e:{ ;.-·<~;{:!,j~):

mosque of rejoicings),Mesjidu4~ra'ltdhah l~ (the mosque oí the. garden)', :.'~qX/¡',~ ·;,~J;j;~:

As-sojunu-l-kadím (the old prison) . . .Three to the north, Bábu-l-:yahúd (the. ,gat~!!,~X:W{~-~~

of theJews), Mesjid Umm-moslemah (themosque .of UmmMoslemah)"an4 .: ,~p.~~,(};t~f;~:;::t;'
Rissáfah. The seven remaining lay to the east ; their nameswere Salér,1,8 ; l!d:t4~/:;~:~~;~;f.:¡;~

Barbal, Al-bor], Munyat-'Abdillah (the garden of 'Abdallah), Munyatu-I-mugh.eyf(1~f~:~,¡in{~?:.
(the .garden of Mugheyrahj. . As-zdhirah, . and Medinatu-l-'atíkah . (the..:old : : : city5'~:;: ::;~'{~f~

. ~ , .

. .. . . .. .. .' ~ " /:: ' : " ~\:~.: ~r

>: '; " : :; / '

Number oí
suburbs it
contained.
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improvement which the sovereigns of that family made in their capital, for, as we
shall observe hereafter, they left every where in Cordova traces of their wise admi­
nistration,-planting delicious gardena, supplying the citywith water brought from
the distant mountains, called themountains of Cordova," and furnishing their capital
with abundance of provisions of all sort~. The water thus broughtfrom the moun- ,
tains was conveyed to this palace, and thence distributed into every. comer and
quarter of the city by means ofleaden pipes, from which it flowed into basins of
different shapes, made of the purest gold, the finest silver, or plated brass, aswell
as into vast lakes, curious tanks, and amazing reservoirs," and fountainsof Grecian
marble beautifully carved. In this palace, too, was an astonishing jet d'eau which
raised the water to a considerable height, and the like of which was nowhere to be
seen in the East or West.

The palace here described by Ibnu Bashkúwál must be the same which sorne
early writers designate under the name of Balátt Rudherik, (the palace of Roderic ;)
not that this king built it, but when the Arabs defeated him, and conquered
kingdom, knowing that whenever he carne to Cordova he took up his abode in .
they called it by his name. By whom it was built is not ascertained; themost
current opinion among the natives was that one of their ancientkings 25

resided in the fortress of ~lmodo:var, below Oordova, was the builder of it, and
they relate in the following manner. TRey say tHat as this Ring was
hunting, he carne to the s~ot LWhere ,,Coruova was aftenvards builtywhich
then a dreary desert, the site now occupied by the palace being coveredby
irnRe:uvious thicket of brambles. Near this spot the king let fiy a favourite
OP his .at apartridge, which, rising in the field afterwards called
'Obeydah (the hillock of Abú 'Obeydah), passed him, and alighted on the +h~,,..lr,,.r

Thither the hawk flew in chase of the partridge, and the king followed in '
his hawk, until, not seeing him appear, and fearing lest he should be
among the branches and unable to move, the king ordered the 'thicket to
away that his hawk might be released. While his people were employed in :....~ ... t· ... .."lP

the underwood, behold 1 the top of a large and magnificent building was rho.,.",rt3'N:>(1

by the workmen, a most amazing structure, all built with 'large ' blocks of
joined together with molten lead. The king, who was .an intelligent and ~_~'_"" ' "
prising roan, immediately ordered an excavation to bemade, and the
speedily laid open in all its length and breadth ;proceeding in their .

, carne to the foundations, which they found lying in thewater. vand resting
stratum of small pebbles, there introduced by art of old. 'when the king
he 'exclaimed, "This is no doubt the work of sorne famous monarch and. 1,
u have it rebuilt." Uponwhich he issued orders that the

nTJ
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'.' the former are counted to the north the palace of the .Riasáfah.vwhich 'Abdu-r-
. " rahmán Ibn Mu'awiyeh built for himself in the beginning ' of his .reign, .and in '·' . ,'. ,:"?;,' i.~ ¡

:: :::n,h:ou:~c~ ~:si~::~:t ::: :d~~;· rar~ean~::a:t;~a:ts roa:: :::~~= ) ).~it'c~ :
;;.<r", :': ~.:.':

:: ~:rop:::i~n C~~:~:::d c;:n::~~l~::n~~\:~ci~:t:~~;efo~~~:::d ...••.·,.•.·•.·•...:.,•.:•..•.••.¡.¡,!,•.:,i¡1~;\ j
" agents to Syria and other countries, with a commission toprócure hirnall -sorts . . ;/: ~ ,. : , '

" of seeds and plants; and, when brought to Andalus, 'these .productions of 'distant , :: ::: ;r~f~:~;~f!~~{ t·
" regions and various climates failed not to ··take root, blossom;. and bear"frui~ ; ~ ' :,. · ;~.;J;!:~tJt~4f~/l
"in the royal gardens, whence they afterwards spread' all 'over ' 'the ' country, ..·:;·j:,U~iE~;:M{i,;:: ~~

.. .. "." ' :.\: ~~:" ~ ," ": :'~'. ~ ~ r: !f-~~~(~·~:·;' : - \'t

" From this garden originates the pomégranate,called Safarí,30 which in pointof >~ :::~~}Jl~j{w~!.{;}1~~;:,{

" flavour, smallness of seed; : arid abundance of juice. : has ' not its .equal m;'fhe ; : ;X~,~y}~~~fy~~!i::.f .
. . ' . . . . . . . '. ' .,;' . .' . :-~ : :¡ :.-':: :· . ~~ .r: :_~.~ _;: ·~ ~t~(1~~:_~,J:j::.~~1!! .

" world, and is superior to any otherfruit growing ID' Andalus. ' The maimer , in' ~« :'~f:~ ;ikU~t~;ftij~~,:;J,

" which this fruit was introduced into the country, and the origin oí .its name, :ar~.: ·;:W: ,{Ut~:~lf~~~;~:\iVf ·.
" thus related. They say that one oí the agents sent by "Abdu-r-rahmán to Syria~. :/;: .:/:: ;~.~~~,~;gr~Q*)·;~h : ;

" for the purpose of providing him with .every exotic plant he co'uld procure, ·sent i !/: ·:::;.(;¡l·;~;f;~i:¡48..~ · ; :

" him from Damascus, among other rarities, a .sort oí ' poinegranate, which ;being':U; (¿ ¡:;';<: ';:i8~' ' .'
" originally from the garden called RiSsáfat-Hishámwas, whenplantedin AndaIl1S,~:· :;';· ·:in:;j;~~;~,>r '
" known by,the name of Rissáfí~ Being prOlid oí thero, 'Abdu-r-rahmán , boastéd: , :+N·:i/·:·~~;,:~
" of the acqúisitíon before .his favo úrités;" and proceeded 'to describe ',the. · ·nattiii·::t;;~,:,(:(S~P

" and qualities of the tree, the flavour and colour of the fruit; and the . Inm1Í1ef~~::··:<;/~!:·;~¿~~~t~
" in which it had been procured and sent to him. There happened to 'be :amongT:}" ):~~;f;I;~i(ri

" the company a roan oí the iname of Safar IbiJ. 'Obeyd Al-kal'aí. :óne··(){tIi~:.:, (\:,~lr;:~~~?" "'"
" settlers from Al-urdan," and who is further representedus belonging;to 'lhe:~ :t. ·;~~i1\~t

" Ansárís who bore the colours oí the Prophet in battle, as well.as those óf:'th~' i:}i::::~{(¡;;~

" Khalifs of the house of Umeyyah. ' To this Safar the Sultán 'gave · somé · ;Or'th~:;:Ú~·}~'¡~:[:t~

"fruit, and he, keeping the seed, sowed it some time afterwards in a·ymage:;;·i¡:;{:,;/;@:;~t}
" of the district of Raya; where heresided, he nursed the tree, took : care;:of i~{;i· .:?;~~KtP'~

" lopped its branches, and when the tree carne to bear fruit he . selected theb.~st;:;, ~~'! ,;·~" ,Ú!:

"pomegranate and repaired : with it . to court, where he " presented , himse1f ' ,lQ' : ';: <~~i'i;
" ,Abdu-r-rahmán. No sooner did the Sultán see the fruit, which ~ '~ so ; JDucq.,;'{W: ;~i :~,:'
" resembled that ' of his gardens 'in colour and appearance,and the flavouf~'ÓrN~}.~·r
" which was equally fine, than he was greatly astonished,.andÜ1quired·froIn .~?-Íaf!tYJ;~~
e, how he ha4procured it. Safar then acquainted him with the :circu:msUinCéi'f.~~i~tt~
" and 'Abdu-r-rahmán was so much pleased that he 'praised highly his ÍÍ1dl1~tiy-~:)~f~J~f: <

c, thanked him for his 'zeal , made ·him a 'Considerable present, and order·ed ::t1l~;~;·i;r;;:l

" more trees of the same kind should be planted in the Rissáfah as '~eIl : aS:;' U!~:::~;i};\M
" other of his pleasure-garderrs. " Safar on --bis side ·augmented alsohis plantatio* ';t,~j;t,

. · .. .·<'·'·;'É;,~~lj~(

,. .. ..'~ "
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" But its earth is always perfumed, for morning pours on it her grey amber
" and night her black musk." 37

Another pleasure-house in Cordova was Al-mus'hafiyyah, so called from its
proprietor the WizÍr and Hájib Abú 'Othmán Ja'far Ibn 'OthmánAI-mus/hafÍ'~38 j' ; .

~~;f~~;~i~~:~:~:;;~;!;~~;2?~~f~~É~;Ji~~~:;;¡.i¡~flr
houses in Cordova called },{unyat; as, for instance, Munyatu-sorrúr .(the garden of .'" :::,@í, ,:,:: ·t
contentment), of which mention has already been made, Munyatu-l-'a'miriyyah (the

garden of the Bení 'A'mir), and Munyatu-n-na'úrah40 (the garden of the water-wheel)..•.
The poet Al-walíd Ibn Zeydún, in a poetical composition in which ·he enumerates.

the palaces, gardens, and places of recreation which existed in Cordova -in histime.. ' :
has preserved us the names of sorne, such as the Kasru-l-fárisí .(the .palace -. of the
Persian);" and Merju-n-nadhír (the golden meadow);" a pleasure-garden infhe
outskirts of Cordova, There were, besides, various other villas, 'promenades.vand
plantations, for the use and recreation of the inhabitants. Of this number seemto >: ~. ; '; )?:{.i{

have been Mexju-l-khor (the meadow of the murmuring waters) ,43 Fahssu-s~sor;.á~ >'{ :;! · ::~ ;i.~,\:}~i
(the field' of tlie thieves~ ,44 and ,Fañssu-s-sudR ~the field of toe dam~ ,45 allplac~<» ' ; '~:t'}j~~~

wliích Ibnu Sa' íd mentions on the authoFit~ oí his fátlíer. . 'ifhe latter, that·auth()r . ~ ' , : ,...,' {::~:>,' : ·· ·~"·

says, was the same as tñaf l&own By the name of Fahssu-l-ardlií {thefieldrof tl1é" ~ i : : !j;f~>~M

mills) , which is mentioned by Kásim Ibn 'Abúd Ar-riyáhi." . ... '.. , i ·;", : : ;{··;.,J<~~{{:

1 ~~~f:l~~~~e T1íe river ?uadalquivir is less at Co~dova than at Seville, this ,being therell~?4 . ; ,ft;~1i"
why stone bridges were thrown over it at the fonner place, while the ..latter had<./i::::,:,áX·
none. This riv.er has its origin in- the mountains oí Segura,'? whence, ~dividiIlg: .": r':;):~;i, ¡:.
itself into two streams, one flows eastwards to Murcia, the other to Cordova :'an{l : Ui~%'z::c

Seville. Ar-rází, describing this river, says that it flows as placidly as astreatll :·.o(:;·'{\;::·f·?i (~ :}\r

milk, and that even when its waters are increased by rain it is, at Cordova, á niost :',-,;t,:¡·ittt·it
harmless river; not so at SevilIe, where it has often threatened destruetion -tothe . ~::} ' iX"J, ;: :':\t
city, and death to the inhabitants. The same author describes the .bridge :,.:a( t:,;-(:b;·:11
Cordova as one of the most magnificent structures in all Andalus. Itc6nsistecl' ;: ';~i'i¡

of seventeen arches, each arch being fifty spans in width, and the intermediatespacé, : ,~:/ t/,:;
between the arches being also fifty spans. According to Ibnu Hayyán it .was.btiilt. ;r r;r'~;Jl.i;

by As-sarnh Ibn Málik Al-khaulání, governor of Andalus; .or, as theauthorQf-tl1e«.:nj(iI!:<
Minháju-l-fakr says, by his successor 'Abdu-r-rahmán Ibn 'Oheydillah Al.;gháfekí~; ~ {a@~¡i;~
at the instance oí the Khalif 'Ornar, son of 'Abdu-l-tazíz.:" ' ., It was afternards ,,'i:)F;,¡E:"'
rebuilt and beautified by the Khalifs of the house of Merwán, Howeverj., t#~ >t/l;t>, '
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Productions of
the soil.

is wrong, for these, as we -have already reinarked elsewhere, amounted toamore
considerable sumo But God only is all-knowing. •: . . . . .. . .. .

One thing is -éertain, namely, that trade and agriculture flourishedin this place
during the reigns of the sonsof Umeyyah in a degree which has scarcelybeen wit­
nessed in anyother city in theworld; itsmarket was always overstockedwith the
fruits of the land, the productions of every district, and the best of every country.
No robe, however costly,-no drug.ihowever scarcc,»-'- no jewel, however precious,-'
no rarity of distant and unknown lands,but was to be procured inthébazaars of
Cordova, and found hundreds of purchasers. Situate as Cordovawas -in the midst of .
fertile lands watered by the Guadalquivir, and.whieh yielded abundant ·crops,.its
inhabitants were at all times provided with the best food ofall kinds, and that, too,
at the cheapest possible rateo Ibnu Sa'íd calls the land about Cordovaa favoured
land, and mentions several minerals in which its territory abounded.rsuch .aspure
silver in the district of 'K artash,51 quicksilver and cinnabar in that of .S ittálisah,52
and a great many other precious minerals. . Another writer mentions a sort of
called sharankh,53 which is well known to possess the property of stopping theblood
when applied to a wound, and which is said to have abounded in the territory.of
that city. Our author observes that mule-loads of it were annually exported to
other countries, where it often fetched as high a price. as five hundred dinárs the
load, on account of its wondérfül properties, :which made it ~ery much prizea~ . . . . .'

Limits of Cor- We have already said something elsewhere on the probable size and exten.. t . .
dova under
Al-mansúr. Cordova during tlie times of its greatest prosperity; ' indeed it is ascertained

during the administration of the Hájib Al-mansúr such was the influxofpopu­
lation, that, what with the innumerable foreigners who carne fromall parts ~ oí
Moharnmedan world to reside in it under the shade of bis justice, .and what with
motley tribes of Berbers which he called from África, and withwhom he .I.v....l.u\,.,'-'u.

the last extremity the miserable relics of theChristian nations, the limitsof
dova were found insufficient to contain them aH, and manyhad to live ""...,.,...".....,.. ...... <:ui

under tents in the outskirts of the city. .A trustworthy writer who was residing
Cordova at the time tells us,-'" 1 once counted aH the houses'" in thecity u..u,.L,L .......,J'.: :.

" its suburbs, and found they amounted to two hundredithousand and ~~_.~.....4~

" seven, inc1uding only in this number those of the commonpeople, artisans,'
" labourers , for the palaces of the nobles, Wizírs, officers of the royal ..... "". .,..... ,.,..... "'11"1

" commanders of the troops, and other wealthy citizens, and the barraeks, :
" pitals; colleges, and other public buildirigs, amounted to sixty .thousand and ...._, ......... .:

" hundred, 'exclusive of woodencabins," inns, baths, and taverns. v .Th~ ' nUlIH~r

of ShOpS56 at this time is computed by .the same author at oeighty thousand
hundred and fifty-five, Another 'writer states the number ofmarkets to have

, • ••• o•• •
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buildings demolished, and whole streets deserted, hut sorneof thesuburbs were razed
to the ground, and all traces of them disappeared for ever, .

But it is full time that we should treat oí the great mosque of Cordova, that
magnificent building which has not its equal in the whole world. veither in point of
size, beauty of design, tasteful arrangernent of its ornaments~ ' or boldness ofexecu­
tion. This superb building has been so often and so elegantIy described that we
shall merely select, among the written accounts that exist of it, that which we deem
indispensable for our narrative,
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" of the Christians as the only place of worship allowed to them, ' since all oth~r · .. ·
" churches in and out of the city w~re immerliately pulled down. ··' The Moslems '
" remained for a long time satisfied with what theypossessed, until their nnmber
"increasing daily, and Cordova becoming a very populous city, owing to the .
" Arabian Amírs having taken up their abode in it and made it the seat of the ..
" government, the mosque proved to be too small to . contain them all, and roof
" after roof" was built in order to make it more roomy and spacious, until from the
" contiguity of these roofs one to another, the narrowness of the doors leading to it, .
" and the great number of wooden pillars . supporting each addition, which barred
" the passage, it became a matter of the greatest difficulty to penetrate into the . ."

" interior of the mosque; besides, the roof of each successive addition being inferior
" to the preceding, that of the last was,in faetso low as almost to touchthe'Ó . groun~

" and to prevent the people from standing at ease under it. . .. " ·í ·. . . .

Begun by'Ab- " The mosque, however, continued for a long time in this state, until the arrival
du-r-rahmán,

" of 'Abdu-r-rahm án, son of Mu'awiyeh, surnamed Ad-dákhel, who, havinggained, ,
" possession of Andalus, and madeCordova his capital, began seriously to think oí
~, enlarging the limits of the mosqueo Accordingly he sent for .the chiefs of the,.:
" ~hristians, and proposed to purchase from them that part oí the mosque :whicli" ~ .' ;
" remained still in their hands, in order that he might add it to the Mohanimedari: · : ~; ' :. .,

" place oí worshiR. But notwithstanding the lioerality of'Abdu-r-ralim~n/ who:':,:}~"s:;I;H~

" offered them a very considerable sum of money, the Chris tians , relyingon :the, ,~::: , ,),' ::.-;; ·t;I;

" capitulations of peace signen to them by the conquerors, would not agree to . sel1:),: : ' / ;{j;J~~'~

" their parto However, after much negotiation, they agreed to relinquish theiro~ :i/:j · ~: , " (i{:

t ,lia1f., on condition .oí being allowed to rebuild or repair anotherchurch outside the: ~; _', : ) : , ~,¡sY:};lf.
" walls, which had been destroyed, and oí holding it independently oí the Moslems, and •.: J-;:jj;~;

" 'entirely consecrated to the worship of their God. This beinggranted by'Abdu~r~>,<·{~'Ü1
" rahmán, and the Christians having received the sum agreedupon,;whichaCerta4i. '}· .';':Y·Y~i
" historian has stated at .one hundred thousand dinárs, the Sultán proceeded in the, ~· ' ;:·~HH~\·::

.. " year one hundredand sixty-eight" of the Hijra (A. D. 784-5) to demolish the 'bl~:,Y: '/~ ,:i!i ,:~:¡

." place oí worship, and to layon it the foundations oí the great mosque,5: ;~hic~ :" ::'::; j ;g ~ i
" became one of the wonders !of the world, In this building,which waS . ,Carrie4::;f:<:· ~ ·Fi~:j'~l
" 011 with incredible activity during bis reign, "Abd~-r~rahmán .. is said-to . ·h~y~<}i{:~;,wr~'

" spent the sum oí eighty thousand dinárs, derived from the fifth ofthe .spoil .. ~t: :YtI~~l '

However, ' as we have remarked '. elsewhere, .the .building "was .not .' coinpleteª ;{;>;~~:2! ,
. . . .. . '. .:" ....,;.,.'. yJ.,.......,;..

until the days of bis son Hishám, in the year one hundred and seventY-:seve~' , , :j;;~::áiit:~

of the Hijra (A.~. 793-4). '; , . ..' , . .' . ..'. .•.. .: .;,.:',\\ :,::!/..:..t '/~ ,' ):rf(J~i~fi

The poet Dihyah Mohammed Ibn Mohammed Al-balúni" ·has alluded.t(}; ;thiS ( ~,~ 'S(~:

in anexcellent composition, ofwhich we quote thefollowing verses: ···>'; :: l,,:y'}¡jA
.: :'./ ."' <.<'
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