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¢ attributes to himself the writings of another, or who pretends to what he has no

“ right to ; if the author only reach mediocrity, they will say that his writings are

“ devoid of sense, his plan bad, his narrative cold and ill-arranged; his style mean
““ and defective ; if the author, on the contrary, show by his writings that he will
¢ collect in time the spears of preference, they will say, with an air of patronage,—
“ When was that? Where did he learn? Whose lessons did he receive ? Is he
‘“ an orphan ?—If fate then allow him to enter one of the two ordinary paths of
¢ literature, namely, the most frequented and open, or the solitary and deserted,
“ if he follow the former they will praise him and extol him above his equals, but
- ¢ if he happen to take the latter, to leave the trodden paths and to introduce the
“ least innovation, then begins the fray against the poor author ;*® he becomes a
“ mark for the sayings of envious people, and an object for the attacks of the
“ designing, a stumbling-block for those who are inclined to satire, a prey to the
¢ slanderers, and an obstacle in the way of those who wish to travel towards him.
“ He will at times be attacked for words which he never uttered, or assailed for
‘¢ sentences which he never wrote ; he will be arraigned for opinions which he never
‘““entertained,’” and charged with things he never dreamt of. The animosity
¢ against him will increase if he happen to be forward in the line he pursues, or if
“ he is not sufficiently regarded by his sovereign, or placed in such a position near
¢ the Sultdn as may ensure him from the attacks of his opponents, and the shafts
“ of his envious adversaries ; for if he venture upon composing a book he will be
¢ defamed, opposed, and bitterly criticised ; whatever errors he may have committed
“ will be magnified and exaggerated, his good points will be passed over in silence, his
¢ merits will be concealed as with a veil, while he will be continually twitted with
¢ such things as escaped him, or what he did without proper care and attention :
“ the consequence of all this being that the poor author is worried to death, that
“ his talents and imagination are sadly impaired by it, that his spirits are broken
‘ down, and his ardour damped. And do not imagine that I am overcharging the
“ picture, for what I have just related is the true sketch of what is passing every
“ day among us ; and whoever undertakes to write a poem, or to compose a risdleh,
“is sure to fall into the circumventing nets that I have just described to thee,
“ and to be entangled in their inextricable knots,—nets which will be escaped by him
¢ only who has sense enough to foresee the danger, or sufficient courage to face it,
“ or who makes himself superior to what may be said or thought of him. This is
“ the' way in which works of the greatest merit have been produced among us,
“ and in such numbers that the readers will think they exceed those of any other
¢ country. I proceed to mention a few.

“ ¢ In this branch we possess many first-rate works, such as the Kitdbu-I-heddyeh %
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“ (the book of direction), written by ’Isa Ibn Dinér, which is composed of four
‘“ parts, the whole collected according to the opinions of Mélik and Ibn Késim.%

“ ¢ Another is the Kitdbu-s-saldt  (the book of prayer) ; the Kitdbu-I-buyu’i (the
‘““ book of buying and selling) ; the Kitdbu-l-jiddr fi-l-ak’'dhiyé (the book of
 foundations of the law); and the Kitdbu-n-nekdhi wa-t-taldki (the book of
‘“ matrimony and divorce). -

Works onthe ¢ ¢ As to works on the sect of Malik, they abound among us. I may quote among
¢ others that of the K4di M4lik Ibn ’Ali, who was a noble Arab of the tribe of
¢ Koraysh, of the branch of the Beni Fehr, and who travelled to the East, where he
“ met with the disciples of Malik, and the disciples of his disciples: his work is an
“ excellent composition, full of wonderful anecdotes, and abounding with other
‘ useful and instructive matter, such as letters, dates respecting the birth and death
¢ of illustrious men, and so forth. Of the same kind is the work of Abd Ishik
“ Ibrdhim Ibn Mazin, being a commentary on the Mowattd of Malik,** and other
““ works by the same author, in which he not only paid the utmost attention to the-
‘ interpretation of all obscure words in the said book, but likewise collected and
‘ put together all the information scattered through it. 'We have by the same;
““author a biographical dictionary of all the doctors mentioned in the Mowattd, wit
‘ an account of the traditional sayings which Malik held from each of them. . =@

Commentaries - ¢ ¢ Commentaries on the Kor4n are likewise numerous. ' I 'shall only mention here
¢ that of Abd ’Abdi-r-rahmén- Baki-bn-Mokhlid,’? which is written with ‘so much
““ perfection that I do not hesitate to say-that the like of ‘it was never composed i
““ any of the countries subject to the rule of Isldm ; and that neither the celebrate:
‘“ commentary by Ibn Jarir At-tabari, nor those of other famous writers, can bé
“ compared to it. Abi ’Abdi-r-rahmén is likewise the author of a voluminous wor
“ on sacred traditions, made in the form of a dictionary, in the following manner :—
““ he first of all arranged alphabetically the names of the companions of the Prophet
“ (may the Lord’s favour be with them!) he then disposed the traditions delivered
“ by each companion according to the initial letters of the different heads of juris
““ prudence and the chapters of judicial decisions, quoting traditions from upwards
‘“ one thousand three hundred authors. As a collection of traditional jurispruden
*“ know of no other better than this, nor do I know of any writer who followed t
““ plan before, or who executed his task in a manner so highly deserving of praise, ant

‘¢ entitled to so much confidence, or who commanded so much attention and reSP
““ by his grave and sound reasoning, by the variety and judicious selection of his
** ditional anecdotes, and the purity of the springs at which he drank ; for he quote
¢ from the mouth of upwards of two hundred and eighty-four doctors, among wh
‘ not one-tenth were of an inferior class, while all the rest were men well kno
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“ their learning and their works. Nor were these the only performances of this
“ distinguished writer ; he composed besides several works on the excellences of the
“ as’hdb (companions) and ¢dbi’s (followers) of the Prophet, and other eminent men not
* belonging to either of the above-mentioned classes, which very much increase our
“ stock of information derived from the work of Abd Bekr Ibn Abi Sheybah, and
“ that of ’Abdu-r-razzdk Ibn Hamidm,®® and that of Sa’id Ibn Mansir® and
¢ others. The said writer, as well in this as in his other works, displayed the most
¢ profound learning, and an erudition which no’ author before him ever showed:
¢ the works of this illustrious Imdm became the foundations of Islim, and I may
‘ confidently assert that nothing equal to them was ever written. In private life he
‘ was a most excellent and virtuous man ; he never would accept any public office,
‘ and was the intimate friend of Ahmed Ibn Hanbal, (may God show him mercy !)

“ ¢ On the legal decisions contained in the Kordn we possess the Ahkdmu-I-kordn T Sy

¢ (decisions of the Kor4n), a work by Abd Umeyyah Al-hijiri,® who followed the Korén.
‘“ sect of Shafa’i, and wrote in a pure and elegant style: that of the Kadi Abid-I-
‘¢ hakem Mundhir Ibn Sa’id,% who followed the sect of D4id,”” and was one of
¢ his warmest supporters, and wrote 2 most eloquent and ingenious defence of it.
‘¢ Both the works of these authors on the legal decisions founded on the Koran are
* really invaluable.  Besides the above-mentioned, Mundhir composed other works,
“ as the Kitdbu-l-abdnati min hakdyiki osili-d-diydnati (the book of demonstration
“ of the true principles of religious observances): i

¢ ¢ In the department of traditions I can quote the work of Abd Mohammed Kasim Science of
« Tbn ‘Asbagh Ibn Yisuf Tbn Néssij,*® as also that of Mohammed Ibn ’Abdi-l-mélik ™" "
¢ Ibn Aymen, both of which are compositions of the greatest merit, and contain a
¢ greater number of traditional stories, and wonderful anecdotes, than any other
¢ work which has yet come to my hands. The former of those doctors is likewise
“ known as the author of several works which are held in great estimation; as
“ for instance the Kitdb ahkdmi-l-kordn (the book on the decisions of the Kor4n),

“ following the chapters and divisions of the book of Isma’i,® and the very sense
“ of his words ; Kitdbu-l-mujtant{™ (the book of the gathering), being a work on
“ the same subject, disposed in the same form as that of Ibnu-l-jarid entitled
¢ Kitdbu-l-muntaki™ (the book of selections), to which it is considered far superior,
“ not only as containing a greater number of well authenticated traditions and
““ precious allegations, but because it abounds with useful and important learning in
¢ other matters. Another of the same kind is the Kitdb f{ fadhdyili Korayshi wa
¢ Kandnati (the book on the excellency of the tribes of Koraysh and Kanénah),
“ and the Kitdb f{-n-ndsikh wa-l-mansikh (the book on the copy and the original) ;”
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“ and the ¢book of the wonders of traditions preserved by Malik, and which are not
“ in his Mowattd’ (Kitdb ghardyibi-1-hadfthi Mdliki mimmd leysa fi-l-mowattd).

“ ¢ Another work on the subject is that written under the title of Ai-tamhid (the
“ book of levelling) by our excellent friend Abd ’Omar Yidsuf Ibn ’Abdi-1-barr, who
¢ is now living, and still very far from old age, (may God delay the end of his life!) -
¢ Such a book as his was never composed in Arabic; the style in which it is written,
“ and the respectability of the authorities consulted for it, make it highly commend-
“ able; indeed I cannot imagine how a better one could be written. An epitome of
“ the aforesaid work (4é-tamhid), entitled the * book of the recollections’ (Kitdbu-I-
“ istidhkdri),™ is also counted among the works written by my friend, as likewise
‘“ many others equally valuable, and the like of which never were written. I shall
“ only mention his ¢ manual of legal decisions according to the school of Malik and
“ his disciples’ (Kitdbu-l-kdfiyu fi-1-fik'hi wa-l-madk hebi Mdlik we as'hdbihi),” which
¢ he has divided into fifteen books, and wherein he has introduced every thing that
‘ was necessary and important for a Mufti to know, explaining every circumstance
“ with the greatest care and attention, thus making it a work that rendered unne:
‘“ cessary other great compilations on the subject. He also composed a work on
“ the biography of the companions of the Prophet, which stands unrivalled by any
¢ preceding author who has treated the subject, notwithstanding that many havé
¢ undertaken it. 21

¢ ¢ On the same topic we have a book; also the composition of Ibn ’Abdi-l-barr,?f
““ entitled *sufficient rules on the method of reading the Kor4n, according to’the
“ schools of N4fi’ and Abd ’Amri, with proofs in favour of each system,’ and the
“ book called ‘ glory of the assemblies and delight of the assembled on the cha.rmmg
“ verses and wonderful anecdotes which occur in the reading of the Kor4n and its

‘“ commentaries * (Kitdb bahjati-l-mejdlisi wa anisi-l-mujdlisi),” and the book. en-
‘ titled ‘repertory of science,”® and exposition of its advantages,” being a manual

“ of what is necessary to be known in order to become a good traditionist.

* ¢ I can also mention another work by our Sheikh the K4di Abd-l-walid ’Abdlﬂah
“ Ibn Mohammed Ibn Yisuf, better known by the surname of Ibnu-1-faradhi,” o
*“ the various modes of spelling proper names (Al-mokhtalef wa-l-mutalef f asmd
“ r-rejdl),* which is composed of thirty parts, or books, while the famous one
“ by the Hafedh ’Abdu-l-ghéni-l-basri,®* on the same subject, has only tw
““ fact, I know no better work on this science.

““ ¢ As to the history of the companions of the Prophet, and other famous ]
“ tionists, written by Ahmed Ibn Sa’id,®? I can only say that it'is a work o
““ greatest merit. The author followed an entirely new plan he dlsposed lns nd
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“ in a manner which I believe was never pursued by any preceding writers, with the
“ exception of Mohammed Ibn Mdsa Al-’okayli, a native of Baghd4d,® who, I
‘“ am informed, followed the same plan, although his book has not come to my
‘“ hands. Ahmed Ibn Sa’id is, moreover, deservedly put at the head of the authors
“ who have treated the subject.

¢ ¢The K4di Mohammed Ibn Yahya Ibn Mufarraj® is the author of several
¢ works in the same department of science. The principal are: a treatise divided
“ into seven books, in which he collected all that Al-hasan Al-basri® had written on
¢ jurisprudence,®—a similar compilation of the writings of Az-zahri,*—and other
“ less elaborate works on the same subject. Of the same kind is a commentary on
“ traditions by ’A’mir Ibn Khalf As-sarakosti (of Saragossa), which, in the opinion of
¢ Abd ’Obeyd, was the most brilliant production of the age. As to the works which
¢ the aforesaid writer composed on jurisprudence and the disciples of Malik, there is
‘ but one opinion in this country ; they are held in great repute, and considered most
¢ accomplished performances : one of them, entitled Al-mustakhrdjatu mina-l-isma’ti
‘ (extracts from the hearing of lessons), better known by the title of Al-’otbiyyah,®®
“ is justly celebrated, and held in great estimation among the people of Africa.

«“ < Another work by Abd ’Omar Ahmed Ibn ’Abdi-1-m4lik Ibn Hisham Al-ishbili,
“better known by the surnames of Ibnu-l-makdwi® Al-korayshi, is also much
“ read. Abd Merwan Al-mu’aytti® wrote a collection of all the sayings of Malik
¢ Tbn Ans, which is equally commended. The author took as his model the collec-
“ tion which, under the title of Al-bdhir (the illustrious),® was published by Abd
¢ Bekr Mohammed Ibnu-l-hadd4d on the sayings of the Imdm Shéfa’i.

« ¢The Kitdbu-l-muntekhab (the book of selections) by the K4ddi Mohammed Ibn
“ Yahya Ibn ’Omar Ibn Lubdbah ** is well known as the most accurate and learned
« performance that ever issued from the pen of any doctor professing the sect of
¢« Malik on the traditions respecting that sect, as well as the best commentary on
“ the obscure points in the same traditions.

« <The works of Kasim Ibn Mohammed, known by the surname of Sdhibu-I-
“ wathdyik,” are famous for the perspicuity of the arguments employed and the good
¢ gtyle in which they are written. He professed the sect of Shafa’i, and followed in
“ every respect the practices and religious opinions of the people of Baghdad.

“ ¢ So much for the works on theology and jurisprudence. Those on grammar, Grammar and

exicography.
« rhetoric, and lexicography, are almost innumerable. Among the first in merit
¢ stands one composed by Isma’il Ibnu-l-késim,** which treats on all topics con-
« nected with the Arabic language. Another production of the same writer on the
« words. which have a short alif, or a long one marked with meddah, or a hamzah,®
“ is reckoned to be the most complete that ever was written on the subject.
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¢ ¢ The Kitdbu-l-af’dl (the book of verbs) by Mohammed Ibn ’A’mir Al-maghrebi,
“ better known by the surname of Ibnu-I-kiittiyyah® (the son of the Goth), with
¢ the additions by Ibn Tarif, a maul{® of the ’Obeydites, is generally considered to
‘ be the best work on the subject. '
‘¢ A compilation of Abd Ghélib Temédm Ibn Ghalib, known by the surname of
‘ Ibnu-t-tabbdn, on the various topics connected with the language, passes for the
““ best book of its kind, not only on account of the valuable information which he
“ collected in an abridged state, but also owing to what he introduced of his own,
‘“ and the fidelity of his quotations. The author, I presume, is still living, (may he
‘live long!) But I cannot proceed any further with my epistle without relating an
‘““:anecdote concerning this distinguished writer. I was told by Abd-l-walid *Ab-
¢ dullah Tbn Mohammed Ibn ’Abdillah, known by the surname of Ibnu-l-faradhi,
“ that when Abd-1-jeysh Mujahid, King of Al-jezdyir® (Algiers) and Denia, conquered
“ the city of Murcia, he sent to Abid Ghélib, who was then residing in that city, the
“ sum of one thousand dinérs of Andalus, on condition that he would make an addi--
““ tion to the title-page of the said work, and say that it had been written for him:
“ This, however, Abd Ghélib refused to do, and returned the money, nor did he
“ ever afterwards comply with the wishes of the Sultdn ; on the contrary, he said to
“ the messenger, ¢ Tell your master that were he to lavish on me all the treasure
¢ of this world, I would persist in my resolution; I cannot tell a lie; this book o
‘“ mine was not written for him, but for the generality of studious people.” When'
“ Abid Ghélib’s answer was. communicated to Mujahid, he was very much surpris
‘“ at the boldness and severity of his words, but he could not help admiring th
“* steel temper of the writer’s soul, and his contempt for worldly considerations.®
‘¢ Ahmed Ibn Ibédn Ibn Seyid'® wrote a work on the language, entitled Kztdlm-l
“’dlimi (the book of the learned), composed of about one hundred parts,'® an
‘“ treating on genders. The subject is therein treated with the fullest details, an
‘“ all the nouns in the Arabic language, beginning with globe (al -folk), and endmc
““ with dorrah (a grain of millet), are properly explained.
*“ “ The Kitdbu-n-nawddir (the book of the rarities of speech) by Ab ’Ah Isma
*“ Ibnu-l-kédsim, ' being a sort of glossary to ¢ the book of complement ’ (Kitdb
** kdmil) by Ibnu-1-’abbas Al-mubarrad,® is justly celebrated. And, by my lif
““ do think that the work of Ibnu-l-’abbas exhibits neither the profound knowledg
¢ of grammar nor the exquisite erudition of the former, whose work is hkewme ;
““ abundant in rhetorical and poetical extracts.
“ ¢ An author named Sa’{d Ibnu-l-hasan Ar-raba’i,’** who followed in the stepx

““ the two last-mentioned writers, composed a work entitled ¢ the book of ge
“ (Kitdbu-l-fossiss).
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“ ¢ On the science of grammar the following are the most in repute :—1st. A very
“ fine and ingenious commentary on the work of Al-kes4yi,'** by a man of the
“ name of Al-haufi.’®® 2nd. The work of Ibnu-s-sidah on the same subject,
““ entitled Kitdbu-1-dlim: wa-l-muta’llami (the book of the master and the
¢ disciple).’” 3rd. A commentary on the grammatical work entitled the book
“ of Al-akhfash,'® by the same author.

¢ ¢ In poetry I shall first of all mention the work of ’Ob4dah Ibn Mal—s-sarmi 199 Poetry.
“ which is a biographical account of poets born in Andalus—a very splendid perform-
“ ance: Kitdbu-l-haddyik (the book of enclosed gardens) by Abd ’Amri Ahmed Ibn
¢ Faraj,"® who wrote it in imitation of the Kitdbu-z-zohor (the book of flowers) by
“ Abd Mohammed Ibn Dadd,'*! with this difference, that the work of the latter
“ contains only one hundred chapters with one hundred verses each, while that
““ of the former has two hundred chapters with the same number of verses in
‘“ each : there is still another circumstance which makes the work of Abd ’Amri
‘“ the most valuable of the two, which is that there are not two chapters in his
“ book bearing the same title, a thing which is of frequént occurrence in that of
¢ Abi Mohammed.

¢ ¢ Besides the two aforesaid works on the poetry and the poets of this country
“ there is a learned composition entitled ‘the book of parallels drawn from the
“ works of various poets’ (Kitdbu-t-tashbthdti min-ash’dri), and which is attributed
“ to Abi-l-hasan ’Ali Ibn Mohammed Ibn Abi-l-hasan Al-katib, who is now living,
“ (may God protract his existence!) as likewise a splendid commentary on the
“ poems of Al-mutennabi by Abud-l-kdsim Ibrédhim Ibn Mohammed Al-iflili."?
“ But had the Andalusians no other work to boast of than that entitled Shodhiru-
¢ l-dhahab (gold particles), this alone would be sufficient to prove their eloquence
“ and establish their fame as poets. The author is ’Ali Ibn Misa Ibn ’Ali Ibn
¢ Mohammed Ibn Khalf Abi-l-hasan Al-anséri Al-jayyéni (from Jaen),'* an in-
“ habitant of the city of Fez, and preacher of its mosque, who is generally
“ acknowledged to have had no rival in poetry. Indeed his poem on alchymy
“is considered to be the best poetical composition of the age for the fulness and
‘ depth of the measure, the comprehensiveness of the meaning, the eloquence
“ and choice of the expressions; so much so that it was a common saying among
¢ Andalusian literati, ‘ If Abi-l-hasan’s poem cannot teach thee how to make
“ gold, it will at least show thee how to write verses,’—and others would say,
¢ ¢ Abii-l-hasan’s gold may be surpassed, but his science cannot.’” He was also
“ called the poet of the Hakims, and the Hakim of the poets, and died (may God
¢ forgive him!) in the year 393 (a. p. 1002-3).

¢ ¢ If from poetry I pass to history I shall be able to prove to thee that in that History.

VOL. I. 28



: L)
186 ¢ HISTORY OF THE MOHAMMEDAN [BoOK 11.

“ science also we possess some works of the greatest merit. I have already said
elsewhere that the historian Ahmed Ibn Mohammed Ar-rizi left several valuable
writings on the history and topography of this country. In this number is
counted a history of the Sultins who reigned over Andalus, in which their
; actions, their wars, misfortunes, victories, and defeats, are related in great detail.
? ¢ Besides this work, which was composed of several books, Ar-rdzi wrote a
“ description of Cordova and its principal streets and suburbs, together with its

public buildings, and the palaces of the nobles; a work very much resembling
that which Ibn Abi T4hir wrote on the history of Baghdad, wherein he described
‘ the palaces and sumptuous residences built in that capital by the courtiers of
Abi Ja’far Al-mansir. . : ‘
¢ < Histories of private individuals abound also with us. I may quote that of

“ ’Omar Ibn Hafssin,* a rebel who rose in the city of Raya, relating his actions, :
“ his battles, and other curious incidents of his life. Of the same kind is the:
“ history of the life of ’Abdu-r-rahmén Ibn Merwin Al-jaliki,'® who rose in the"
‘“ north-western districts of Andalus. I have seen also historical accounts of the
“ Beni Kasi, of the Tojibites,"”® and the Beni Taw4il,'"” who had their settle-
“ ments in the Thagher, all drawn up with the greatest care and containing most
‘“ valuable information. On the history of Raya,"® a city in the south of Andalus
“ I have read a book divided into many. chapters, and containing a very ample
“ description of ‘that city, as well as of the forts, castles, and villages in th
‘“ neighbourhood, and a narrative of all the wars waged in its territory, the whole
““ being accompanied by a very extensive biography of theologians and poets born in
“ that city. The author’s name is Is’hdk Ibn Salemah Ibn Is'hdk Al-leythi.!® - '
““ ¢ Mohammed Ibnu-l-harith Al-khoshni!* wrote a history of the Kédis o
“ Cordova and other cities of Andalus ; another work containing the lives of eminen
““ theologians is likewise a production of this author. The book of Ahmed Ibn
‘ Mohammed Ibn Mdsa'® on the genealogy of the noble families established
“ Andalus, composed of five thick volumes, is one of the most complete and bes
written books on that science. The genealogical work by Késim Ibn Asbagh’®
is also very much valued for the clear and perspicuous manner in which th
narrative is disposed. The aforesaid writer (K4sim) is likewise the author of
work in praise of the Beni Umeyyah, which has acquired great celebrity in this
country, owing to the authenticity of the sources which the author consulted,
well as to the admirable way in which the whole work is conducted. I shall
stop to enumerate other histories of the same kind which I have seen :
read, being those of cities, governors of castles,® and chiefs of the differe
bodies of Arabs who from time to time settled in various districts of Andah
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“ for as their number is very considerable, I might protract this my epistle to an
‘ undue length. _

- “ ¢ Our large histories are valuable and numerous. That of Ibnu Hayydn, sur- .
“ named Abd Merwén, composed of about ten volumes,'** is undoubtedly one of the
“ best works that ever were written on the subject. The author is now living, and has
““ not yet passed the age of manhood, (God preserve him!) I have seen also several
“ works by various authors containing thelives of authors and poets born in different
¢ towns of Andalus, and the whole of which were written for the use of Al-mustanser-
“ billah, (may God show him mercy!) Of this number is a biography of poets born
¢ at Elvira,'”® in about ten volumes; and another historical work entitled ¢ the rising
“ of the constellations’ (Kitdbu-l-mattdli’),'*® which treats on the genealogy of the
‘¢ Andalusians.

“ ¢ Another historical work of great repute is that entitled ‘ the book of vestiges
“of Ibn Abi ’A'mir’ (Kitdbu-l-mdthiri-l-’a’mirtyyah) by Huseyn Ibn ’A’ssim,'?
“ being a history of the famous Al-mansir Ibn Abi ’A’mir. The work of Al-ifshin
‘ Mohammed Ibn ’A’ssim, the grammarian,'” on the classes of Kétibs born in
“ Andalus, is much read ; as likewise another on the same subject by Sakn Ibn
“ Sa’id,'* and the work of Ahmed Ibn Faraj®® on the history of rebels who rose
*“ at different times in Andalus against the supreme government ; and the history of
‘ the Andalusian physicians by Suleyméan Ibn Joljol.’*

‘“ ¢ As I have touched upon medicine it will not be amiss to say that on this Medicine.
‘¢ science we number some productions of the greatest merit ; such as the works of
« the Wizir Yahya Ibn Is’hdk,'3? which are most valuable, and those of Mohammed
¢ Ibnu-l-hasan Al-mud’haji, better known by the surname of Al-katdni,’*® whose
“ lessons I have received, (may God show him mercy!) The compositions of this
¢ latter author are justly placed above all those of the same kind, and held in the
« greatest esteem. Another valuable work is the Kitd@bu-t-tasrif (the book of deri-
“ vation) by Abd-l-kdsim Khalf Ibn ’Abbds Az-zahriwi,’* whom I knew, and
“ with whom I was on terms of great intimacy; and certainly were I to advance
“ that a more complete work was never written on the medical science, nor one in
‘“a better style, nor one showing better practical remedies against all diseases, I
“ should not be far from the truth. The works of Ibnu-l-haytham on the
“ properties of plants, poisonous substances, and aromatic roots, are well known as
“ works of great merit, and from which readers derive great advantage.

“ ¢ In the science of natural philosophy I have seen several treatises and valuable Philosophy.
“ works by Sa’ad Ibn Fat'’hin As-sarakosti,’*® better known by the surname of
‘“ Al-jammidr, or the match-seller, an adjective derived from that trade.”®” Some
“ epistles by our master Abd ’Abdillah Mohammed Ibnu-l-hasan Al-mud’haji are
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« also well known, and in the hands of every reader —belng works of the greatest
“ merit, and exceedingly useful and instructive.
¢ ¢« On arithmetic and geometry I cannot say much myself, these being sciences
¢ which have not fallen to my lot. I have, it is true, met with many works, but as
« T am unable to decide upon their respective merits, I shall not dwell upon the
“ subject ; I shall merely state that I have repeatedly heard people versed in these
‘ matters, and in whose veracity and good judgment I have every reason ta place
“ the most implicit confidence, say that there never was a better work written on
““ the science of astronomy, nor better astronomical tables constructed, than those of
« Moslemah * and those of Ibnu-s-samah,'® both of whom are natives of this
“ country. I might say the same of a work entitled ‘the book of geometrical
« dimensions’ (Kitdbu-l-masdhati-l-majhilati), the composition of Ahmed Ibn Nasr,
“ who occupies a distinguished place among the mathematicians of Andalus. ;
<« ¢ But were I to mention here all the works which are really deserving of notice
“ in any of the seven liberal arts, of which no prudent man will undertake more -
“ than one at a time, nor excel in more than one, I might protract this my
“ parrative to an undue length; I have therefore contented myself with noticing
“ such works as are generally considered the standards of their respective sciences,
“ works of which it cannot be said that they remain obscure after being commented
“ upon, or that they are compositions exhibiting errors to be corrected, or epitomes
“ of larger works in which some of the sense in the original has been lost, or
“ compilations which are confused. As to the works of middling merit, I have .
¢ taken no pains whatever in enumerating them ; indeed the task would have been
‘“'above my power, they being as numerous as the drops of water in the ocean, or
“ as the sands of the desert: the names only of Andalusian authors who have
“ written on various subjects are more than can be put upon paper. R
¢ ¢ It remains for me to say something on the science of metaphysics and 1ts :
* cultivation in this country. Although Andalus has never been made a field for
“ the dispute or trial of religious controversy, or a repository of various sects and -
“ opinions, as is the case in the East, (a reason why our proficiency in that
“ science should be smaller,) yet, all things considered, I cannot say that we are
“ entirely devoid of valuable compositions on the subject, since there have been
‘ among us doctors who not only have professed the religious opinions of t_hé
¢ Mo’tazelites and observed their dogmas, but have written several works in defence
““ of, and for the propagation of, that sect. Such are Khalil Ibn Is’ hék *° and Yahya
“ Ibnu-s saminah, and the Hajib Mtsa Ibn Hadid, and his brother the Wizir, who
‘ was at the same time Schibu-I-muthdlimi (judge in cases of appeal), all of whom
“ professed it in public, and afforded a proof that their living in it was not con‘
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« sidered an obstacle for the ﬁlhng of pubhc ofﬁces As to me, I follow the sect

“ of Malik Tbn Ans, that, among the four authorized ones, which is general

“ throughout this country; and I have written on the subject a work, which,

“ although small in size, and containing but few leaves,—a little more than two
“ hundred,—is nevertheless a very useful and instructive one, since I have purged it

“ of many errors which abounded in works of the same kind, and have cut a
 piece out of its length and made it shorter by inserting merely arguments drawn =~
“ from precedents authenticated, and emanating either from the testimony of the =~ =
“ good or the sayings of the inspired, and which we firmly believe to be true. I~ *
“ have besides written several other works on the same subject, some which are
-« already finished, others nearly so, some only begun, and which I trust in God I
“ shall have leisure to complete ; for certainly it is not literary fame nor honours of = 5
*“ any sort that I seek by their publication,—it is not praise and its sweet gales =~
~ that I desire to attract by mentioning them here: my sole object and intention :
“ being that of contributing to the honour and glory of our Lord, the Almighty, oy
¢ the “magnificent, whose favour and assistance I implore, and whose mercy I =
« beseech for such transgressmns as I may have been gmlty of in the composmon‘ e

« of them. . But to return. ST SREaNE

- ¢« 1 have sald that this country was s1tuated fa.r ﬁ'om the fountams of science
«and the abode of the learned ; and yet, among the works' which I have just
“ enumerated, there are many whlch thou wilt look for in vain either i m Al-ahwiz,
«“ or in Persia, Diyir-Modhar; Diyar- Rabx’,“’1 Yemen, or Syria,. notvnthstandmg ;
“ the proximity of all these countries to ’Irdk, which is the ‘cradle of Iearmng and“
< the shelter of -the intelligent,—the abode of science, and the meenng-place of i
“ jts masters. So when I mentioned among the poets Abd-l-ajrab Ja’dnah AT e
" Ibnu-s-samah Al-keldbi,** I only compared him to Jerir*® and Al-farazddk," in s
« whose time he flourished. I ought in justice to have quoted some of his verses,—
« he followed the old school, and not in any way the rules of the modern. When I -
« praise Baki Ibn Mokhlid I make him inferior only to. Mohammed Tbn Tsma'il
« Al-bokh4ri,® and to Moslem Ibnu-l-hejjdj An-msabun 46 and Suleyman Ibn
“ Al-ash’ath As-sejestdni,"’ and Ahmed Ibn Sho’ ayb An—msayi 142 In mentionimng ©>* o
“ K4sim Ibn Mohammed I acknowledge no superiors to him . except Al-kaffdl™® o
“ and Mohammed Ibn ’Okayl Al-farayabx,“" w1th the latter of whom he not onlyzf‘ L

“ lived in great mtn:nacy, but shared the mstructmn of the Sheikh Al-medam,'
“ whose djsclples they both were. - When I name ’Abdu]lah Ibn Kasun, Ibn Helql -

“ Ibnu-l-muf’lis 151 and Al-khallal 1a and Ad-dﬁybéﬁ 185 and Rawayxm
““ med,’s* whose fnends and contemporanes they were.
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¢ ¢ In alluding to Mohammed Ibn ’Omar Ibn Lubsbah, and his uncle Mohammed
“ Ibn ’Isa, and Fadhl Ibn Salemah, I could only match them with Mohammed
¢« Ibn ’Abdillah Ibn ’Abdi-l-hakem,'® and Mohammed Ibn Sahniin,*® and Mo-
‘““ hammed Ibn ’Abdis ;' and in proclaiming the merits of Mohammed Ibn Yahya
“ Ar-riydhi,®® and Abd ’Abdillah Mohammed Ibn ’A’ssem, I did not esteem
“ them inferior to those of Mohammed Ibn Yezid Al-mubarrad. In reckoning
“ the poets I may safely advance that if we had no other to boast of but Mohammed
“ Ion Mohammed Ibn Darrdj Al-kastali,’® although he came after Sha,'® and
¢ Bashar,'®* and Habib,'® and Al-mutennabi, this alone would be sufficient to
“do us honour; but what wilt thou say when besides him I mention to thee
“ such illustrious names as those of Ja’far Ibn ’Othmén Al-h4jib,'®® and Ahmed
“ Ibn ’Abdi-l-mélik Ibn Merwén,'* and A'ghlab Ibn Sho’ayb,'®® and Mohammed
“Ibn Shakhiss,'®® and Ahmed Ibn Faraj, and ’Abdu-l-malik Tbn Sa’id Almu-
radi,'” all of whom were most eminent poets, the imitation of whom in any of
“ the branches of literature is fraught with difficulties and danger? What wilt -
““ thou say of people like Ahmed Ibn ’Abdi-l-milik Ibn Shoheyd,'®® our friend and =~
companion, who is living at this moment, and has not yet reached old age, '
(may God preserve his life!)—a poet who has constantly been roving in the ;
meadows of literature, and wandering over the mountains of eloquence, in a
manner which it is in vain for me to describe, since language does not afford
adequate words for it, nor is my, tongue competent to-the task, were it even
““ to be gifted with all the eloquence of those of ’Amru and Sahl?'® What of
‘“ Mohammed Ibn ’Abdillah Ibn Masarrah,' who made himself famous for his
beautiful style, although I do not entirely agree with him as to the school he {
followed in his writings ? “
““ ¢ This is what I thought proper to state in answer. to the letter of the African -
doctor, (may God forgive him!) and as a proof of what I have advanced;
although it must be observed that I have introduced nothing which was not
absolutely necessary to refute the arguments of the writer; for had I chosen
to expatiate on the subject, I might have swollen this epistle of mine into a ;
voluminous work. Praise be to God, the imparter of knowledge, him ‘who
shows the path of honour and distinction, and the bléssing of God be upol:l".;
our Lord Mohammed, his servant and messenger, and peace, honour, and
‘“ prosperity, be upon all those of his family, his companions, and followers, and"-'
“ upon all the true believers! Amen.”” 50

i«

-~
~

~
-~

~
-~

€«

3

-~




CHAP. V.] MY DYNASTIES IN SPAIN. - if - 0O

CHAPTER. V_.;'g"

The . same. subJect continued—Ibnu Sa’td’s addition to Tbn Hazm’s epxsﬂe—Sclences re}atlve to the
* Kordn—Traditions—Jurisprudence—Dogmas of rehgmn—Hxstory—-Pohte hberature—-Gmmmar——"'rg
Geography—‘\/lusxc—Medlcme—Natural phllosophy. : : e

ArTER copying the eplstle that we have _]ust transcnbed, the leamed Instonan 0
Ibnu Sa’id continues as follows : , FaaE
“ In order that this important subject should be properly lllustrated I have grgn S s
“ deemed it convenient to add, by way of supplement to the epistle of the Wizir Ion Haow’
« and Héfedh Abd Mohammed Ibn Hazm in praise of the Andalusians and their e
“ writings, an account of such works as he was not acquainted with in his time,
“ or which have been written since the learned writer’s death, ‘and have either
“ reached my notice or fallen into my hands. T shall begm with the favour and
-« will of the Almighty God, whose help I humbly beseech and implore.
“ In the sciences that have the Kordn for their object I shall make particular Sei et
- mention of a commentary on that divine work by the learned and pious Imém Korén. - .
“ Abi Mohammed Mekli Ibn Abi Tilib Al-kortobl._ ‘This work, ‘which consists
of about ten books, is generally reputed the best of its kmd, and is entitled
Kitdbu-l-heddyati ila balighi-n-nehdyati® (the book of direction to reach the
“end of - perfectlon) ‘Another commentary on the ‘holy book, entxtled Kitdbu-
I-tafstri >drdbi-l-kordni (interpretation of obscure: words contained in the Koran)
““ is also the productmn of this author, who: wrote no less than seven _seven
‘ different works on various topics. Ibnu Gha.hb ‘who enumerates them all
““in his For]atu-l-anﬁs (contentment of the soul), lavzshes great. praise on ‘thlS
“ Mekki, whose death he places in the year 374 of the Hijra (a. p. 984.5). .
‘ Another commentary on the Korén, by Abu_Mohammed Ibn ’Attxyyah Al-
“ gharnatti,? is justly celebrated both in the ‘East' and the West - The author
“ flourished in the sixth century of the HlJra. ; o
‘ On the modes of reading the Kordn we have an excellent treatise by the

% aforesaid author Mekld, entitled Ki tdbu-t-tebssi’rdtz y (the book of perspamnty) and
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Dogmas of
religion.

““ great collection of statutes) ; Kitdbu-l-ahkdmi-l-soghrd (the small collection of
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“ another called At-teysfr3 (the book of levelling the difficulties, or that renders
“ reading easy), by Abd ’Amru Ad-déni, both of which are in every body’s hands.

“ On the science of sacred traditions there was in my days, (that is, in the
“ seventh century of the Hijra), an Imédm of the name of Abi-l-hasan ’Ali Ibnu-1-
¢ kattan Al-kortobi,* who resided at the court of Morocco, and who wrote several
“ works on the interpretation of marvellous traditional stories, and on the men
‘“ mentioned in them. He reached the utmost perfection in his writings, which
‘“ are now consulted by every one, and I was told that he was busy compiling a
‘“ work on the science of traditions which should embrace all the information
“ to be found in the great collections, without their numerous repetitions. ‘

“ The work of Razin Ibn ’Omar Al-andalusi, which is a very learned com- f
“ pilation from the writings of Moslem Al-bokhdri, An-nisdyi, and Termedhi, as
“ likewise from the Mowattd of Maélik, and the Kitdbu-s-sonnan,® is considered

“a very learned performance, is well known throughout the East and West and

“is in the hands of every scholar. ;

“ Abdu-l-hakk Al-ishbili® is the author of a work on the same subject :

“ which has acquired the greatest reputation and celebrity. The title is Kitdbu-
‘“ l-ahkdm (the book of statutes), and he wrote the Kitdbu-I-ahkdmi-l-kobrd (the :

¢ statutes) ; and some pretend that he wrote another called Kztdbu-l-wdsztu (the"
“ middling collection). ,
“ The Kitdbu-l-jum’s beyna sahthina (the book of union of the two Sah{h) by
“ Al-homaydi,” is sufficiently known, and needs not my recommendation. :
‘“If I pass on to jurisprudence, I can mention a work which people mostly
“ consult in these times, and which, during my stay at Alexandria, I found in the’
““ hands of almost every doctor of the sect of Malik, among whom it has become:
““ famous ; but the title of the work has escaped my memory. I can also quote
“ the collectlon published by Al-bardda’i of Saragossa,® under the title of Kitdbu-
“ t-tadl’hib (the book of gilding). The work entitled Kztdbu-n-mhayatz o (the book
““ of complement and end), by Abd-l-walid Ibn Roshd, is a composition of the.
““ greatest merit, held in much estimation, and a book of reference for doctors
““ professing the rite of Malik Ibn Ans. The Kitdbu-l-muntaki (the book of the"
“ marrow), by Al-b4ji,® is also much commended.
“ On the dogmas of religion, and the foundations of law, we have the work:
@ of the Imém Abd Bekr Ibnu-1-’arabi Al-ishbili," entitled Kitdbu-1-’ awdsszm't,‘
‘ wa-l-kawdssimi (the book of pieces and fragments), which is well known and
““ common among the studious. We have also by the same author several work's‘_
“ on various subjects; and by Abt-l-walid Ibn Roshd numerous treatises a]so or
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“ the foundation of canon law, the most approved of which bears the tltle of
 Kitdbu- l-mokhtasari-l-mustsafi,'* (a commentary on the Mustsaff). . .. = .+
- ¢ Histories and chronicles abound with us.  Besides those a]ready mentioned i m}hmry
“ Tbn Hazm’s epistle, I can recommend the Kitdbu-l-matin® (the book of sohdlty), :
“ by Ibnu Hayyé4n, composed of sixty volumes or thereabouts, and the Kitdbu-I- »
“ muktabis (the book of those desirous of inforniation) by the same author, which =
¢ Ibn Hazm states to be composed of ten volumes.: From 'the Matin-———a book
““in which Ibnu Hayyan related with great detail all the historical events that G
“ occurred in his time, and of which he himself was an eye-witness—the author = ' 1
“ of the.Dhakhirah (treasure)'* is said to bhave borrowed his narrative. . This
“ last-mentioned work has of late been increased by:Abd-l-hejsj Al-bayési (of :
¢ Baéza), who is now residing at Ttnis, the capital of Afnca proper, where he EA
“ enjoys the favours and protection of the Sultdn. :, . s

“ The Ki tdbu-l-mudhdhafeﬂ 15 "s0 called - from :the name of 1ts author, Al- i
“ mudhdhafer Tbn Al-afttas, King of Badajoz, a work almost equal to the Matin
“ of Ibnu Hayy4n in number of volumes, and which embraces the political and
¢ literary history of the hmes, is Justly consxdered to be one of the. most brﬂhant' |
¢ productions of the age. o :

‘A history of the Sulta.ns of the Lamtumm dynasty, by Ibn Sahlbl-s-salat ‘5
o and another on' the same subject by Ibnu-s-seyrafi;'? of Granada which 1 have
“ not read, but which is much praised by Ibnu Gh4lib, are among our best- works’
* of the kind. - The same author (Ibnu Ghalib) says that Abu-l-hasan As.sglimi s
« wrote a history of the second civil war in Africa and Andalus, disposed chrono-
“ Jogically, beginning at five hundred and thlrty-nme (a.p. 1144-5), and endmg-'-_'”
“ in five hundred and forty-seven (a.Dp. 1152-3). Rt e sl
-« Abhd-1-késim Ibn Bashkiwdl is counted among our- most emment lustonans e s Trae
“ We have by him a biographical dictionary of illustrious, Andalusians since the .
~ “ times of the conquest down to-his'own days,? to wluch he added such infor- -
“ mation on the history and topography of Cordova, and other principal cities of
“ Andalus, as came within the scope of his work. * He ‘wrote also a blogmphlcal
“ dictionary of distinguished authors, under the txtle of Kitdbu-s-silat (the beok:
“ of the gift). Before the days of Ibnu Bashkﬁwél another.. eminent hlstonan
“ named Al-homaydi had written a valuable work on the lnstory of th15 country
- *entitled Jadhwatu-l-muktabis® (a spark from the Muktabis). . s

““ Abd ’Abdillah Ibnu-l-abbar, of Valencia, secretary to the ng of Afnca
‘“ proper, has pubhshed in our days a supplement to s the book ofA the gi
“ by Ibnu Bashkdwal® 0 oL : i

‘ The. Fath Abd Ja’far Ibn ’Ahdz-l-hakk Al-khazrap, of Cord.ova, wrate,

'von 1
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“ according to Ibnu Ghélib, a great historical work entitled Kitdbu-l-iktifd ft
“ akhbdri-l-kholafé®® (the book of sufficiency on the history of the Khalifs), which
“ begins with the first Khalif, and ends in the reign of ’Abdu-l-mimen. He not
“ only gave the history of the events which happened in the East, but also of those
¢ of Andalus. : LT
“ Abi Mohammed Ibn Hazm, Whose epistle I have transcnbed Wrote several :
“ works on the history of the Arabs, one of which he entitled - Nok'tatu-l-ariés
“ ft akhbdri-l-kholafdi-l-andalus® (the embro1dery of the bride on the hlstory of the
¢ Khalifs who reigned in Andalus). - L
¢ Abt-l-walid Ibn Zeydin wrote his Kztdbu-t—teby{m ﬂ Kholafaz Bent Umeyyah i
“ f{-l-andalusi®*  (the book of demonstration on the Khalifs of the house of
“ Umeyyah in Andalus), which he is said to have composed in rivalry of the
“ famous work on the Eastern Khalifs entitled Kitdbu-t-ta’ini fi. Kholafaz-l- :
-* mash’reki (the book of conspicuity on the history of Eastern Khalifs). Pt
“ The K4di Abd-l-késim S4’id Ibn Ahmed At-toleytoli (of Toledo) has left us -
“ two most valuable compositions,—one entitled Kitdbu-t-ta’rtfi biakhbdri *ulemdi-
¢ l-umami mina-l-’arabi wa-l-'ajemi (the book of instruction on the history of the .
““learned among the Arabs, as well as among foreigners),” and the other Jzimzu ‘
“ akhbdri-l-umami (a general history of nations). ,
“ Abd ’Omar Ibn ’Abdi-l-barr is the author of another excellent history, Whlchf :
“ bears the title of Kitdbu-l-kasdi wa-l-amdmi ff mw’arefati akhbdri-1-’arabi wa-I-
“’gjemi (the object and the end—on the history of the Arabs and other nations).”
¢ Gharib Ibn Sa’id, from Cordova, wrote an epitome of Tabari’s large historical -
““work.”  He executed his task in a manner which met with general approbation
among the learned of this country, and. gave him great reputation. Another
* circumstance contributes to make his work still more valuable, namely,. that he
“ added to his epitome, by way of supplement a hlstory of Andalus and Africa. '/
““ Ahmed. Ibn Sa’id Tbn Mohammed Ibn ’Abdillah, better known by the surname
“ of Ibnu-l-fayyadh, wrote likewise an hlstoncal work under the title. of Ku‘dbu-l—
“ ’ibar  (the book of advice).? .. -
“ There exists also a blographmal dxctlonary of emment grammanans and
 thetoricians who. lived in the eastern provinces of Andalus by Abd: Bekr
“ Al-huseyn Ibn Mohammed Az-zubeydi;® and another work of the same kind,
“ containing the lives of distinguished theologians, poets, and authors, by the
‘“ Kadi Abd-l-walid, generally known by the surname of Ibnu-l-faradhi.« .,
“ Yahya Ibn Hakem Al-ghazzil® wrote a history of Andalus in verse. The'same
‘“ was done after him by a poet whose name was Abd T4lib, and who was also known
“by the surname of Al-mutennabi Jestrah-Shukar (the Mutennabi of Alcira), of
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o Wthh place he Was a natxve. Ibn Besam, the author of the Dhakh{mh (treasure), o G f
¢ from whom' the precedmg information is taken, borrowed considerably from the _
“ poetical writings of ‘Abd. Talib.  But this is not the moment for judging of the 3
* respective merits .of :these two authors. '+ The ‘book very -much. resembles the *

: « supplement to the. Kztdbu-l-hadayzk (the book of enclosed gardens) by Ibn Fara3 e
A ©¢ At the same time, and almost in our days,3* Al-fath: published his Kaldyzdu-l-
y ’zkzydn (golden necklaces), a work full of eloquence, and held in great estimation

“ by the learned. ; We have likewise by him a work bearing the title of Matmahu—l-

“ anfus (place of recreatmn of the soul),® and of which there are three editions, great, '

' middling, and small. * Its contents are the lives of illustrious men contained in his
“ Kaldyid, and others who lived before them.. -Since the publication of these two -

- works by Al-fath; a work entitled Siémttu-I-jumdni. wa salntm-l-maqdm (pearl
-« necklaces and showers of seed pearls) has appeared, by Abd ’Amru Ibnu-l-imim.*. '_
¢ Tt is a sort of supplement to the Kaldyid and to the Matmah, wherein the author ;

“ has introduced the lives of all those eminent men who either escaped Al-fath’s :
 research. or lived after him ;i as/likewise of ‘many . distinguished authors who
-« flourished since Al-fat'h’s death up to the end of the sixth century of the Hl_]ra.
¢ Lastly, a. supplement to the  two preceding "works; containing a bmgraphy of

" eminent men who flourished. hkemse in the: seventh century of the Hijra, has'
“ been pubhshed of late years by -Abi Bahr Sefwén Tbn Tdris, from Murcia, under

"« the title of deu-l-musdﬁn-"-" (prowslons for the t:raveller) SItisa small volum S

«« hut precious for its information. -~ ;7. LEE :
.5 Abi' Mohammed ’'Abdullah Ibn: Ibréhim Al-InJ (ﬁ'om Guadalaxara) wrote the\

« Kitdbu-l-mas habi ft fadhdyili-l-maghrebi®® (the book of the chatterer on the excel-

« Jences of the West), which appeared after the Kaldyid and the Dhakhérah.-; 405

“ embraces the: history of Andalus from the earliest times down to his daysp The
 author, too, followed a new plan in the arrangement of his: materials, since, along’ :

“ with his exqmsxte historical information, he described at full length some of th

¢ principal cities' in that country, enumerated the peculmmnes of the soil,’ aml

. “ treated on matters which belong to the science of geography, gmng also numero _
 extracts from the works of distinguished authors and poets; as. the reader mus

. have remarked by our frequent quotations from the said work.. A bétter histor,
¢ of Andalus never ‘was: written,—a reason: why/ it. was so much extolled aml

“ praised by our ancestor ’Abdu-l-mahk Ibn- Sa’id,* who ‘worked wupon it, and

“ wrote a supplement,’ which was  continued by his two sons' Ahmed and M

“ hammed, afterwards ‘by. Misa, son of Mohammed, and lastly by ’Al, son

“ Misa, the writer of: thls book, and the author of the work entitled Falaku—v ‘

“ 1 muheyttz bzholi lzsam-l- ambz (the book of the sphere, embracmg the beauties of
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¢ the Arabic language), which consists of two parts,—one relating to the history of
“ the East, with this title, Al-mush’rak fi holi-l-mask'reki (the light of the rising
“ sun on the beauties of the East),—and the other on the history of the West, called
“ Al-mugh’rab ft holi-l-maghrebi (the eloquent speaker on the beauties of the West).
“ All the works that I have enumerated, from Al-hijéri’s primitive work down to
“ the supplements written by various members of my family, and completed by the
¢ humble and undeserving writer of these pages, are more than sufficient to instruct
““ the readers on the history of this country, since they are the work of six different
“ authors, and embrace a period of one hundred and twenty-five years,**—including
“my continuation down to the year six hundred and forty-five of the Hijra
“ (A.D. 1247-8) ;—a work in which the studious will find a full account of the events
“ witnessed by the writers, together with numerous selections in prose and verse
“ from the writings of eminent authors, or the sayings of clever men, collected with
“ great care and assiduity through the East and West, and of which pertinent
‘ examples are given in the course of this book. The readers will also find a full
“ notice of people who escaped publicity in their time, 'and authors who had been
‘ mentioned by previous writers, but who have been placed in a more perspicuous
‘““and orderly manner under the cities or towns whence their patronymics are -
‘ derived. ~ So, for instance, Ibn Besdm will be found under the head of Shan--
“tareyn (Santarem); his' birth-place, Al-fat'’h under Seville, Ibnu-l-lmam under
““ Ezija, Al-hijari under Guadalaxara, and so forth. e Hi
‘“ Respecting works on literature, whether in prose or verse, I can mention ﬁrst of -
¢ all_the Serdju-l-adab® (torch of polite literature), by Abd ’Abdillah Ibn Abi-l- -
¢“ khissédl, from Segura, who is justly held as the prince of Andalusian authors.
“ He is said to have written it in rivalry of the Kitdbu-n-nawddir (the book of -
“ memorable sayings), by Abd ‘Al Al-kili, and of the Kitdb sohori-l-adabi
“ (flowers of polite literature), by Al-hossri.® Of the same kind is the Kitdbu-l- :
“ wdjibi-l-adabi (manual of literature), by my father Mdsa Ibn Mohammed Ibn
“ Sa’id, whose name alone is a voucher for its contents. Another book very
“ much consulted on the subject is the Kitdbu-I-ludli* (the book of the pearls_)';':?r
“ by ’Obeyd Al-bekri, written in imitation of the Kitdbu-l-amdli** (the book of -
“* dictations), by Abd ’Ali Al-baghdddi. It is'a very learned composition, and
“ much esteemed among literary people. The same may be said of the work
““ entitled Kitdbu-l-iktidhdbi fi sharhi-l-adabi-l-kottdbi*® (extempore observations or:
“ commentary on the Adabu-I-kottdb), by Abd Mohammed Ibnu-s-sid Al-bathﬁlidsi
““ (from Badajoz), a work of undisputed merit. 'We possess also by this author a
““ commentary on the work entitled Suktu-z-zendi** (sparkles from the steel), and
“ which is the best of its kind that can be written. It is in the hands of every
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“ master in this science, and much praised and commended by all. The com: =
* mentaries. which Abd-l-hej4j* has published on the poems of Al-mutennabi, on * -
‘“ the Hamdsah, and other collections of poems equally famous, need not my-‘
“ recommendation ;, they are sufficiently known and appreciated. i e
‘* Commentaries on grammar abound also with wus, this science havmg at allGrammar
“ tlmes been assiduously cultivated by Andalusians. Indeed were I merely to =
“ mention here the titles of all the good works that exist on the subject I should . Y
 run the risk of protracting this my narrative to an indefinite length ; I shall there- = =
¢« fore confine myself to noticing a few only of the most prominent, suc‘h‘ as those of
£¢ Ibn Kharif* Ar-rondi,*” and thé Sheikh Abi-l-hasan Ibn.’Osfidr,*® from Seville, -
¢ who surpassed all his contemporaries in the science of grammar, in which he
"« arrived at the extreme end of knowledge, his works being at the present moment
¢ the books of reference and authority in the East as well as in the West.: I lately
“ received from 'Africa proper a book by this author, on syntax, entitled 4l-
- ¢ mukarreb. fi-l-naku (the book of approximation on the science of syntax), which
“1is to be found in almost every large town in Yemen and has ﬁown on the wmgs :
wof fame. "l AT
““ The Sheikh Abé *Ali Ash-shaldbinf has also acqmred immense reputatlon by e M
< his commentary on the syntax, entltled Ki tabu-t-tautzyatz-l jazulzyyatz (the treadmg'
“ on the footsteps of Al-jazilf). 4~~~ .= o Eiaclid W
‘ Tbnu-s-sid Al-bathalidsi, Ibnu-t-taréwah and As-sohayh have pubhshed several
« treatises on grammar, which do their authors great honour, and are in the hands.
“ of every student. :And lastly there is a famous commenta.ry on the, works of ;
« Sfbauyeh by Abi-l-hasan Ibn Khardf. . it o i ; i o
¢ In the science of geography it will be suﬂiment to mentmn the K’ tdbu-l-mesdlek Geography
& wa-l-memdlek (the book of routes and kingdoms), by Abd ’Obeyd Al-bekri Al-
“ onébi (from Onoba); and the Kitdbu-l-mu’ajem,® being a geographical dictionary
“ wherein all names of cmes and kingdoms are properly explained. =The Mashab, .
“ by Al-hijéri, contains also, as I have remarked elsewhere, much valuable
¢ information on the geography of Andalus. and the t0p0g'raphy of its prmcxpal'l_ ce
““ cities. I .may add to this the present work,. wlnch includes every one of the e
“ supplements and additions written by my ancestors, and ‘where the readers wﬂl‘
‘ find the cream of whatever has been sa1d by anment or modem wnters on the”'r
““ subject. . Undn R el et £ ;
- ¢ Music was culnvated in Andalus with the greatest success, and works treatmg Mosie. i1
“ fully on the science of tune, as well as on various instruments and the art of

-

& makmg them, are common among us. The prmmpal is that of Abu Bekr Tbn Béjeh,
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“ from Granada, which enjoys in the West the same reputation that those of Abd Nasr
« Al-fardbi®* do in the East. Ibn Bdjeh has given his name to a collection of
¢ poems set to music, which are most liked and used in this country. Another
“ Andalusian musician who lived in the sixth century of the Hijra, and whose name
“ was Yahya Ibnu-l-hadddj Al-a’lem,52 wrote a co]lecuon of songs in nmtatmn of
¢ that of Abu-1-faraj. . ’ ] ; F .

‘¢ Medicine has always flourished in this country, and among . the numerous
“ treatises on this science written by Andalusian physicians several may be pointed
“ out which have attained the greatest celebrity not only in the West but in the

“ teystr (introduction to medicine), by ’Abdu-l-mélik Ibn Abi-l-’ol4 Ibn Zohr, who
“is likewise the author of the Kitdbu-l-agh'diyati (the book of d1et), whlch has
““ become famous throughout the East and West. L
‘¢ Abi-1-"abbés Ibnu-r-rimiyyah5® Al-ishbili (from Seville), our friend and contem-
porary, has written several standard works on this science, among which I must .
‘“ make particular mention of a treatlse on simples used as medicaments (Kztdbu-
““l-adwiyati-l-mufridah). : SR
“ Abd Mohammed,** from Malaga, who is now residing in Cairo, is the author :
““ of a voluminous work, a sort of dictionary, wherein he has disposed alphabetxcallyi”
“all the names. of simples and medicaments" that he could ‘collect and analyze
‘¢ himself, or which were described in the works of Al-ghifeki,’® Az-zahrawi, and
“ Sherif Al-idrisi, the Sicilian,® with many others. And certamly a better work
‘ on_the science cannot easily be imagined. ik
“ Natural philosophy also flourishes with us. The prince of this science among :
““us is at present Abd-l-walid Ibn Roshd, from Cordova, who has written several -
“ treatises on the various branches of that science, notwithstanding the aversion and
“ dislike which ’Abdu-l-mdmen, son of Al-mansdr, always showed towards the
‘“ students who practised it, and noththstandmg his having been put in prison by
‘“ order of that Sultdn for persisting in his favourite studies. The same mlght be
¥ smd of Ibn Habib,* whom the same Sultin caused to be put to death because it
‘ was proved against him that he worked secretly at that science, which is now:
* a proscribed one in this country ; this being the reason why men inclined to it
cultlvate and practise it only in secret, and why books on the topic are so very
¢ scarce.
“ We have, nevertheless, several astronomical treatises by. Ibn Zeyd Al-askaf ‘
‘“ (the Bishop) of Cordova,”® who was a great favourite with the Sultin AL
** mustanser, son of An-néssir Al-merwéni. The principal among his works is that '




