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~, attributes to himself the writings of another, or who pretends to what he has no
" ríght to ., if the author only reach mediocrity, they will say that his writings are '
" devoid of serise, his plan bad, bis narrative cold and ill-arranged, his style mean
',,' and defective; if the author, on the contrary, show by his writings that he will
" collect in: time the spears of preference, they will say, with an air of patronage,­
"When was that ~ Where did he learn ? Whose lessons did he reeeive ~ Is he
~' an orphan ?-,If fate then allow him to enter one of the two ordinary paths of
"literature, namely, the most frequented and open, or the solitary and deserted,
" if he follow the former they will praise him and extol him aboye his equaIs, but
" if he happen to take the .latter, to leave the trodden paths and to introduce the
" least innovation, then begins the fray against the poor author ;56 he becomes a
" mark for the sayings of envious people, and an object for the attacks of the
"designing, a stumbling-block for those who are inclined to satire, a prey to the
" slanderers, and an obstac1e in the way oí those who wish to travel towards him.
" He will at times be attacked for words which he never uttered, or assailed for
" sentences which he never wrote; he will be arraigned for opinions which he never
" entertained,57 and charged with things he never dreamt oí. The animosity
" against him will increase if he happen to be forward in the line he pursues, or if
" he is not sufficiently regarded by his sovereign, or placed in such a position near
" the Sultán as may ensure mm from the attacks of his opponents, and the shafts
" of his erivious adversaries , for if he ventüre up'on composing a boolc he Will. be
" defamed, opposed, and bitterly criticisei:l; wliatever errors he may llave éommitted
" will be maMed and exaggerated, bis good points will be passed over in silence, bis
" merifs Will He conceaIed as with a veil, while he will be continually twitted with
" such things as escaped him, or what he did without proper care and attention:
"the consequence of all tbis being that the poor author is worried 10 death, that
" bis talents and imagination are sadly impaired by it, that bis spirits are broken
" down, and bis ardour damped. And do not imagine that 1 am overcharging the
" picture, for what 1 have just related is the true sketch of what is passing every
" day among us; and whoever undertakes to write a poem, or to compose a risáleh,
" is sure to fall into the círcumventing nets that 1 bave just described to thee,
" and to be' entangled in their inextricable knots,-nets which will be escaped by him
" only who hassense enough to foresee the danger, or sufficient courage to face it,
" or who makes himself superior to what may be said or thought of him. This is
"the',way in which works of the greatest rnerit have been produced among us,
" and in such numbers that the readers will think they exceed those of any other
"country. 1 proceed to mention a few.

" , In this branch we possess many first-rate works, such as the Kitábu.l-hedáyeh 58 ~~~e~~~.
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" (the book of direction), written by 'Isa Ibn Dínár,which is eomposed of .four

::.::tn::~:;~:~:~~~~;;~~:~~:~i~:~:~~:;;n;i~~~:b~~2~:~~t~~ .. .. ·; "1·1
" foundations of the law); and the Kitábu-n"-nakáhi wa-t-taláki (the book .of : ~
" matrimony and divorce).

" , As to works on the sect of Málik, they abound among uso I may quoteamong
" others that of the Kádí Málik Ibn 'AJí, who was a noble Arab of the tribe of
" Koraysh, of the branch of the Bení Felir, and who travelled to the East, wherehe
" met with the disciples of Málik, and the disciples of his disciples: his work .is an>.

" excellent composition, fuIl of wonderful anecdotes, and abounding with other >':('
" useful and instructive matter, such as letters, dates respecting the birtb and death ";'J
" of illustrious men, and so forth. Of the same kind is the work of Abú Is'hák:/.:,~~

" Ibráhím Ibn Mazín, being a commentary on the Mowattá of Málik," and othe~'~~~F

" works by the same author, in which he not only paid the utmost attention tothe)i;~

" -interpretation of all obscure 'words in the said book, but likewise col1ected. ~d::;'i·
" put together all the information scattered through it. We have by the .sam.~:~i}{~
" author a biographical dictionary oí all the doctors mentioned in the Mowattá; with,{ "
" an account of the traditional sayings which Málik heId from each oí them.

" , Commentaries on the Korán are likewise numerous. ¡ shalI onl~ mentíon h~~
" that of Abú 'Abdi-r-rahmán Baki-bn-Mokhlid,62 which is written witli ' so mri~l(

" perfection that I do not hesitate to sayothat the liRe oí it was never composed. ~'
" anr of the countries subject to the rule of Islám ; and that neither the celebra'té,~:

" commentary by Ibn Jarír At-tabarí, nor those of other famous writers,.ca~:,~~: "

" compared to it. Abú'Abdi-r-rahmán is likewise the author oí a voluminouswor
" on sacred traditions, made in the form of a dictíonary, in the following manne(::c::?
" he first of all arranged alphabetically the names of the companions of the Jlr.oph~~·
" (may the Lord's favour bewith them 1) he then disposed the traditionsdeli.!~~
" byeach companion according to the initial letters of the different headsof:j~
" prudence and the chapters of judicial decisions, quoting traditions from upwar~i,~

" one thousand three hundred authors. As a collection of traditional jurisprud~~c~t.

" know oí no other better than this, nor do 1 know of'any writer whofollow:e(lt: :~~"

" plan before, or who executed his task in a manner so highly deserving of pI1Ü;S~i-~~
" entitled to so much confidence, or who 'commanded so much attention .an&rnsR.{ ~·'

" by his grave and sound reasoning, by the variety and judicious selecti~n'of:JJi~i{: :
" ditional anecdotes, and the purity of the springs at which he drank;for~~ rCí~ :. ],

" from the mouth of upwards of two hundred and eighty-four doctors, amoJlg'.:~1':,;;'
" not one-tenth were of an inferior class while all the rest were menwel1kD6Wn.·L, . .. ,.. . ., .,(......

Works on the
sect oí Málik.

Commentaries
on the Korán.

:,. .
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" their learning and their works. N or were these the only performances of this
" distinguished writer; he composed besides several works 00 the excellences of the
" as'háb (companions) and tábi's (followers) of the Prophet, andother eminent men not
cc belonging to either of the above-mentioned c1asses, which very much increase our
" stock of information derived from the work of Abú Bekr Ibn Ahí Sheyhah, and
"that of 'Abdu-r-razzák Ibn Hamám," and that of Sa'íd Ibn Mansrir " and
"others. The said writer, as well in this as in his other works, displayed the most
(' profound learning, and an erudition which no ' author before him ever showed :
" the works of this illustrious Imám became the foundations of Islám, and 1 may
ce confidently assert that nothing equal to them was ever written. In prívate life he

" was a most excellent and virtuous roan; he never would accept any public office,
" .and was the intimate friend oí Ahmed Ibn Hanbal, (may God show him merey!)

" C On the legal decisions contained in the Korán we possess the Ahkámu-l-korán Legal deelsions
founded on tite

" (decisions oí the Korán), a work by Abú Umeyyah Al-hijárí," who followed the Korán.

" sect of Sháfa'í, and wrote in apure and elegant style: that of the Kádí Ahú-l-
" hakem Mundhir Ibn Sa'íd,66 who followed the sect of Dáüd," and was one of

" his warmest supporters, and wrote a most eloquent and ingenious defence oí it.
" Both the works of these authors on the legal decisions founded on the Korán are
" reaIly invaluable. Besides the above-mentioned, Mundhir qomposed other works,
" as the Kitábu-l-abánati min hakáyiki oBÚli-a-diyanati (the DooK oí demonstration
ce of the true principIes oí religipus observances). .

" C In the department of traditions 1 can quote the work of .A:oú Mohaniméd Kásim Scienceoí

" Ibn Asbagh Ihn Yúsuf Ibn Nássíj," as also that of Mohammed Ibn 'Abdi-l-málik traditions.

" Ibn Aymen, b óth of which are compositions of the greatest merit, and contain a
ce greater number of traditional stories, and wonderful anecdotes, than any other
" work which has yet come to my hands. The former oí those doctors is likewise
ce known as the author of severa! works which are heId in great estimation; as
" for instance the Kitáb ahkámi-l-korán (the book on the decisions oí the Korán),
ce following the chapters and divisions oí the hook oí Isma'íl." and the very sense
" of his words; Kitábu-l-mujtaní 'lo (the book oí the gathering), being a work on
ce the same subject, disposed in the same form as that of Ibnu-l-járúd entitled
"Kitábu-I-muntakí 71 (the book of selections), to which it is considered far superior,
" not only as containing a greater number oí well authenticated traditions and
" precious al1egations, but because it abounds with useful and important learning in
" other matters. Another oí the same kind is the Kitáb jí Jadháyili Komqshi UJa
" Kanánati (the book on the excellency of the tribes oí Koraysh and Kanánah),"
" .and the Kitáb jí-n-ndsikh wa-l-"!:ansúkh (the book on the copy and the original) /3
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" and the e book of the wonders oí traditionspreserved byMálik, and which are not
ee in his Mowattá' (Kitáb gharáyibi-l-hadíthi Máliki mimmá-leysají-l-mowattá). ·. .. .'

,e , Another work on the subject is that written under the title oí At-tamhld (the . ,

" book of levelling) by our excellent friend Abú 'OmarYüsuf Ibn 'Ahdi-l-barr, who
" is now living, and still very far from old age, (may God delay theend oí bis life 1)
" Such a book as his was never composed in Arabie; the style in whiehit iswritten,
" and the respeetability oí the authorities consulted for it, make it highly commend-
ee able , indeed 1 cannot imagine how a better one eould be written, . An epítome of
" the aforesaid work (At-tamhíd), entitled the .e book oí the recollections' (Kitábu-l;. . .
ee istidhkári),74 is also counted among the works written by my friendyas Iikewise
ee. many others equally valuable, and the like oí whieh never were written. . 1 shall
" only mention bis ' manual oí legal deeisions aecording to the sehool oí Mélík and
e, bis disciples' (Kitábu-l-kájiyu ft-l-filthi wa-l-madlíhebiMálik wa'as'háb·ih'l,) ,'I5 which
ee he has divided into fifteen books, and wherein he has introdueed every thing
" was necessary and important for a Muftí to know, explaining every círcumstance
" with the greatest care and attention, thus niaking it a work that rendered
" eessary other great compilations on the subject. He also eomposed a work
'e the biography oí the eompanions oí the Prophet, whieh stands unrivalledby
" preeeding author who has treated the subject, notwithstanding that many
ee undertaken it.

" e On the same topic we.have a book, also the composition oí Ibn'A15di-l~barr?~;/

" entitled 'sufficient rules 00 the metb'od of reading the Korán, according to ;th~.:

,e schools of Náfi' and Abú 'Amni, with proofs in favour oí each system,' .and ~~~ ;

" tJOOK called e glory oí the assemblies and delight oí the assembled on thech~g

" verses and wonderful anecdotes which oeeur in the reading of the Korári and:,~~

" commentaries' (Kitáb bahjati-I-mejálisi wa anisi-I-mujálim) ,'17 andthe book:· :~#;. '
"titled e repertory oí science, '18 and exposition of itsadvantages,' being am~#. '"

" oí what is neeessary to be known in order to become a good traditionist. / :. .: . '?'}j~-

" , 1 can also mention another work by our Sheikh the KádíAbú-l-walíd'Áh '.,-:':
ee Ibn Mohammed Ibn Yúsuf, better known 'by the surname oí Ibnu-l-faradhí~7~ :, : ,~'

. " the various modes of spelling proper names (AI-mokhtaleJ wa~l-mutaleffíai1iilfi ,·
ee r-rejáb),80 which is composed of thirty parts, or books, while the famous;~-,; ;~' :~; _

" by the Háfedh 'Abdu-l-gháni-l-basrí," on the samesubject,has only)tw.6-~·tJÚ:~
" fact, 1 know no better work on this seience. . , ::" <:':jt~2

:¡:~~~~:~n. ':' ~s to the history oí the eompanions oí the Prophet, and other fiun~< " ~;;¡"
of the Prophet, " tionists, written by Ahmed Ibn Sa'íd,82 1 can only say .thatit 'is ·a worl.c ;,9:! L

" greatest merito The author followed an entirely new plan j he 'disposed bis:.n.:;::;'
'. . .' .' . ; :" :: : ':/:)Yi~

• • '; : : " . ; : ~•• " I

Ít. '
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" in a manner which 1 believe was never pursued byany preceding writers, with the
" 'exception of Mohammed Ibn Músa Al-'okaylf, a native of Baghdád," who, I
".aro . informed, followed the same plan, although bis book has not come to my
"hands. ~ed Ibn Sa'íd is, moreover, deservedlyput at the head of the authors
" who have treated the subject.

" "The Kádí Mohammed Ibn Yahya Ibn Mufarraj 84 is the author of several
" works in the same department of science. The principal are: a treatise divided
" into seven books, in which he collected all that Al-hasan Al-basrí'" had written on
" jurisprudence.P'-e-a similar compilation of the writings of Az-zahrí,87-and other
" less elaborate works on thesame subject. Of the same kind is a commentary on
"traditions by 'A'mirIbn Khalf As-sarakostí (of Saragossa), which, in the opinion of
" Abú 'Obeyd, was the most brilliant production of the age. As to the works which
" the aforesaid writer composed on jurisprudence and the disciples of Málik, there is
" butone opinion in this country; they are held in great.repute, and considered most
"accomplished performances: one of them, entitled Al-mustakhrájatu mina-l-ismo'ti
" (extractsfrom thehearing of lessons), better known by the title of Al-'otbiyyah,88
" is justly celebrated, and held in great estimation among the people of Africa.

" , Another work by Abú 'Ornar Ahmed Ibn 'Abdí-l-málík Ibn Hishám Al-ishbílí,

" better known by the surnames of Ibnu-I-makúwí 89 Al-korayshí, is also much
"read. Abú Merwán Al-mu'a~tí 90 wrote a collection of all the sayings of M álik
" IOn Ans, which is equally commended. ~e author. took as bis model the collec­
" tion .which, under the title of :A.l-biíhir- (tbe illustrious),91 was published by Abú
" Bekr Mohammed Ibnu-l-haddád on the sayings of the Imám Sháfa'í.

" , Tlle lJ(itá6u-1-muntekhab (fue book of selections) by the Kádí Mohammed Ibn
" Yahya Ibn 'Ornar Ibn Lubábah 92 is well known as tbe most accurate and leamed
" performance that ever issued from the pen of any doctor professing the sect of
" Málik on the traditions respecting that sect, as well as the best commentary on
" the obscure points in the same traditions,

" 'The works of Kásim Ibn Mohammed, known by the surname of Sdhibu-l­
" watháyik,93 are famous for the perspicuity of the arguments employed and the good
" style in which they are written. He professed the sect of Sháfa'í, and followed in
" every .respect the practicesand religious opinions of the people of Baghdád.

" , So much for the works on theology and jurisprudence. Those on grammar Gr~mmar and
, lexicography.

" rhetoric, and lexicography, are · almost innumerable. Among the first in merit
" stands one composed by Isma'íl Ibnu-l-kásim," which treats on all topies con­
" nected with the Arabic language. Another production of the.same writer on the
" words.which-have a short alif, or a long one marked with meddah, or a hamzah,95
" is reckoned to be the most complete that ever was written on thesubject.
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" , The Kitábu-l-af'ál (the book oí verbs) by Moharnmed Ibn'A'mir Al-maghrebí,

" better known by the surname oí Ibnu-l-kúttíyyah96 (the son oí the Goth), with :i't

" the additions by Ibn Tarif, a maulí97 oí the' 'Obeydites, is generally consideredto , '
" be the best work on the subjeet. ' .

" , A compilation oí Abú Ghálib Temám Ibn Ghálib, known bythe surname of
" Ibnu-t-tabbán, .on the various topies connected with the ·language, passes for the
" best book oí its kind, not onlv onaccount of thevaluable informationwhich he

:: ~~~e::dfi~~ ~fri~~:::~o:~als~eO:Jo:~ ;::s~:e~:::C~~:,~:a~W:~ ....: ;~~;)" i
" live long !) But 1 cannot proeeed any further with my epistle without relating an: , ' ;: '~ ., ' I
" 'aneedote eoneerning this distinguished writer. 1 was told by Abú-l-walíd 'A~.: ....~~~~:~.;~ ~ :. .~
" dullah Ibn Mohammed Ibn 'Abdillah, known by the surname oí Ibnu-l-faradhí,' . '. .- I
" that when Abü-l-jeysh Mujáhid, King oí Al-jezáyir'" (Algiers) and Denia, conqueredjr
" the city oí Murcia, he sent to Abú Ghálib, who was then residing in that city, th~ ~J}

" sum oí one thousand dinárs oí Andalus, on condition that hewould make an addi'::/!- ~.

" tion to the title-page oí the said work, and say that it had been written for hiIn'.<r
" This, however, Abú Ghálib refused to do, and returned the money, nor did he.:i
u ever afterwards comply with the wishes of the Sultán; on the contrary, he saidJ#:~i

" the messenger, 'Tell your master that were he to lavish on me all the treasures¿
" of tliis world, 1 would persist in my resolution; ¡ cannot .tell a lie; this oook:,(?f,(.
" mine was not written for him, but for the generalit~ of studious people.~, " Whé:
" Abú Ghálib's answer was communicated to Mujáhid, he was very much surpris ','
" at the boldness and severity of his words, but he could not help admiring~:

" steel temper of the writer's soul, 'and his contempt for worldIy conslderations.~· N:;E
" , Ahmed Ibn Ibán Ibn Seyid 100 wrote a work on the language, 'entitled KitálJ.~:;~·

" 'álimi (the book of the learned), composed oí about one hundred parts,lo~,@.',_

" treating on genders. The subject is therein treated with the fullest details F.áf¡ ·:,
" all the nouns in the Arabic language, beginning with globe <al-jolk),and :en,·:·,.'":":
" with dorrah (a grain of millet), are properly explained. . . ., .. "

" , The Kitábu-n-nawádir (the book of the rarities of speech) by Abú 'Alí'ISni~~

" Ibnu-l-kásim.tw being a sort of glossary toe thebook of eomplement' .•(Kit4b#*,.
" kámil) by Ibnu-l-'abbás Al-mubarrad.i'" is justly celebrated. , And, by iny)if.~~~

~' do think that the work oí Ibnri-l-'abbásexhibits neither the profoundknO'\'V~
" .oí grammar nor the exquisite erudition oí the former, whose workis likewise..~~ :
" abundant in rhetorical and poetieal extracts. . .. . ," . .,' . ,c ... . , . : , : , :: {.;.{¿~:r¡; ·¡

, '" An author named Sa'íd Ibnu-l-hasan Ar-raba'í,104 who follow~d' irit~e ·~~í?~l~.
" the two last-mentioned writers, composed a work entitled ' 'the :book ot:::~.;:;;"
" (Kitábu..l-fossúss). : . . ,. .. ' .

m
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" " ., On the science oí grammar the íollowing are the most in repute :-ls1. A very
"fine and ingenious commentary on the work of Al-kesáyí.!" by a man oí the
"nameof Al-haufí.l'" 2nd. ·The work oí Ibnu-s-sídah on die same subject,
." entitled Kitábu-l';"álimi wa-l-muta'llami (the book oí the 'master and the
" disciple). 107 3rd. A commentary on the grammatical work entitled the book
" oí Al-akhfash, lOS by the same author, .

" , In poetry 1 shall :tirst oí all mention the work oí 'Obádah Ibn Mái_s_samá,109 Poetry•

." which is a biographical account oí poets born in Andalus-a very splendid perform­
" ance: Kitábu-l-hadáyik (the book oí enclosed gardens) by Abú 'Amrú Ahmed Ibn
" Faraj.!'" who wrote it in imitation oí the Kitábu-z-zohor (the book oí flowers) by
"Abú Mohammed Ibn Dáúd,111 with this difference, that the work oí the latter
" contains only one hundred chapters with one hundred verses each, while that

." of the former has two hundred chapters with the same number oí verses in
ce each: there is still another circumstance which makes the work oí Abú 'Amrú
" the mostvaluable oí the two, which is that there are not two chapters in his
" book bearing the same title, a thing which is of frequent occurrence in that oí
" Abú Mohammed.

" , Besides the two aforesaid works on the poetry and the poets oí this country
." there is a learned composition entitled 'the book of parallels drawn from the
." works of various poets' (Kitlíbu-t-tashbíháti mín-ash'árt), and which is attributed
" to .. Abú-l-hasan 'Alí Ibn Mohammed Ibn Abí-l-hasan Al-kátib, :who is now living,
" (may God protract his existence 1) as liRewisea splendid commentaryt on the
"poems oí Al-mutennabí by Abú-l-kásim Ibráhím Ibn Mohammed Al-iBílí.112

" But liad the~darusians no other work to boast oí than that entitled Shodhúru-
" l-dhahab (gold particles), this alone would be sufficient to prove their eloquence
" and establish their fame as poets. The author is 'Alí Ibn Músa Ibn 'Alí Ibn
" Mohammed Ibn Khalf Abti-l-hasan Al-ansárí Al-jayyéní (from Jaen) ,113 an in­
"habitant oí the city oí Fez, and preacher oí its masque, who is generally
" acknowledged to have had no rival in poetry. Indeed his poem on alchymy
" is considered to be the best poetica1 composition oí the age for the fulness and
" depth oí the measure, the comprehensiveness oí the meaning, the eloquence
" and choice of the expressions; so much so that it was a common saying among
" Andalusian literati, 'If Abú-l-hasan's poem cannot teach thee how to make
" gold, it will at least show thee how to write verses,'-and others would sayJ

" 'Abú-I-hasan's gold may be surpassed, but his science cannot.' He was also
" called the poet oí the Hakíms, and the Hakím oí the poets, and died (may God
" íorgive him !) in the year 393 (A. D. 1002-3).

" , If from poetry 1 pass to history 1 shall be able to prove to thee that in that History.

VOL. I. 2 B
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" science also we possess sorne works oí the greatest merit. .· 1 have already 'said .
" .elsewhere that the historian Ahmed Ibn Moharnmed Ar-rází left severa! valuable
" writings on the history and topography of this country. ....In .this number is
" counted a history of the Sultáns who reigned over .Andalus, in which their
" actions, their wars, misfortunes, victories, and defeats, are related in great detail.
" Besides this work, which was composed of several books, Ar-rází wrote a
" description of Cordova and its principal streets and suburbs, together with its
" public buildings, and the palaces of thenobles; a work very much .resembling
" that which Ibn Abí Táhir wrote on the history of Baghdád, wherein he described .,:

" the palaces and sumptuous residences built in that capital by the courtiers of '; '-t/
" Abú Ja'far Al-mansúr. . .. ...,

" , Histories of prívate individuals abound also with uso 1 may quote that of· ~..N:~
" 'Ornar Ibn Hafssún,'!' a rebel who rose in the city of Raya, relating his actions·; .:}\f'
" his battles, and other curious incidents of bis life. Of the same kind is thej;;~

" history of the life of 'Abdu-r-rahmán Ibn Merwán Al-jalikí,!" who rose in thCC,::"
" north-western districts of Andalus. 1 have seen also historical accounts oí thé: " ~';

"Bení Kasí, of the Tojibites,':" and the Bení Táwáil,l1'1 who had theirsettle;\;;{
" ments in the Thagher, all drawn up with the greatest care and containingm?~t"::i~ .

" valuable iniormation. On the history oí Raya,118 a city in the .south ofAndal1IS;1d
" 1 have read a book divided into man~ cha:p'ters, and containing a very' ampl~ ; ~!

" description of ' that city, as well as oí" tlie forts, castles,and villages ~ ,:t.h:~:

" neighbourhood, and a narrativ.e of all tñe wars waged in its territory, the W"h9.l.~;:

" being accompanied by a very extensive biography of theologians and poets b~rri.)~'

. " tliat city. The author's name is Is'hák Ibn Salemah Ibn Is'hák Al-leythí.1l9 .; :}:H<~

" , Moharnmed Ibnu-l-hárith Al-khoshní 120 wrote a" history ,of the KádíS}: '., ~L

" Cordova and other cities of Andalus; another work containing thelives oferI$l~Íi~
" theologians is likewise a production oí this author. The book of ~eir.).g ',. ~

" Mohammed Ibn Músa 121 on the genealogy of the noble íamilies. ·esta~lisb&i;: '. :", ~ :

'; Andalus, composed of five thick volumes, is one of the most complete .an4J),~;¡

" written books on that science. The genealogical work by Kásim Ibn Asba~~l;., j(
" is also very much valued for the clear and perspicuous manner in whic~ , ,~

· H narrative is disposed. The aforesaid writer (Kásim) is likewise the authór';' .()í~:

" work in praise oí the Bení Umeyyah, which has ' acquired great celebrity~l? ,,:,'~: :",
" country, owing to the authenticity of the sources which the author conSult~~;~¡{:?

" well as to the admirable way in which the whole work is conductedv. 1 sh~~ ":#R;
" stop to enumerate other histories ' oí the same kind ·which 1 have se~!<~':'

" read, being those of cities, govemors of castles,123 and chiefsof ' th~ :: di1t~~r:;
" bodies of Arabs who from time to time settled in various districts of .Añ<b.d

ó

.- ,'

. . . · ·;'!;it~r
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" for as their number is very considerable, I might protract this my epistle to an

" undue length.
'. " , Our large histories are valuable and numerous. That of Ibnu Hayyán, sur- .
" .named Abú Merwán, composed oí about ten volumes,':" is undoubtedly one oí the

" best works that ever were written on .the subject. The author is now living, and has

" not yet passed the age of manhood, (God preserve him 1) I have seen also several
" works by various authors containing the lives oí authors and poets boro in different
" towns ofAndalus, and thewhole oí which were written for the use oí Al-mustanser­
" billah, (may God show him mercy 1) Oí this number is a biography of poets boro
" at Elvira,l25 in about ten volumes; and another historical work entitled 'the rising
" oí the constellations ' (Kitábu-l-mattáli'~),126 which treats on the genealogy oí ,the

" Andalusians.

" , Another historical work oí great repute is that entitled ' the book of vestiges
" oí Ibn Abí .,A'mir' (Kitábu-l-máthiri-l-'ámiriyyah) by Huseyn Ibn 'A'ssim,127

" being a history oí the famous Al-mansúr Ibn Abí 'A'mir. The work oí Al-ifshín

"Mohammed Ibn 'A'ssim, the grammarian.!" on the c1asses oí Kátibs born in

" Andalus , is much read ; as likewise another on the same subject by Sakn Ibn
" Sa'ía,129 and the work oí Ahmed Ibn Faraj 130 on the history oí rebels who rose

" at different times in Andalus against the supreme government; and the history of
" the Andalusian physicians by Suleyrnán Ibn JoIjo!.131

" , As I have touched upon medicine it will not De amiss to say that on this Medicine.

" science we number sorne productions oí tlie greatest merit; sucli as the works of
" the Wizír ;Yahya Ibn Is'hák,132 which are most valuable, and those of Mohammed

" Ibnu-l-liasan :Nl-muan ají, better known by the surname of Al-katáni.P" whose
" lessons I have received, (may God show him merey 1) The compositions of this
" latter author are justIy placed aboye all those oí the same kind, and held in the

" greatest esteem. Another valuable work is the Kitábu-t-tasríf (the book of deri­
"vation) by Abú-I-kásim Khalf Ibn 'Abbás Az-zahráwí.!" whom I knew, and

" with whom 1 was on terms oí great intimacy; and certainly were 1 to advanee
" that a more 'complete work was never written on the medical science, nor one in

" a better style, nor one showing better practical remedies against all diseases, 1
" should not be far from the truth. The works of Ibnu-l-haytham 135 on the

" properties of plants, poisonous substances, and aromatic roots, are well known as

" works oí great merit, and from which readers derive great advantage.
" , In the science oí natural philosophy I have seen 'severa! treatises and valuable Philosophy.

"works by Sa'ad Ibn Fat'hún As-sarakostí,!" better known by the surname of
" Al-jammár, or the match-seller, an adjective derived from that trade.P? Sorne
~' epistles by our master Abú 'AbdillahMohammed Ibnu-l-hasan Al-mud'hají are
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" a180 well known, and in the hands oí everyreader,-being ,works oí the greatest

" merit, and exceedingly useful and instructive.
" , On arithmetic and geometry 1 cannot say much myself, thesebeing sciences

" which have not fallen to my loto 1 have, it is true, met with many works, but as
" 1 am unable to decide upon their respectivemerits, 1 shall notdwell upon the

" subject; 1 shal1 merely state that 1 have repeatedIy heard people versed in these
CC' matters, and in whose veracity and good judgment 1 have every reason to place

" the most implicit confidence, say that there never was abetter workwritten on
ce the science of astronomy, nor better astronomical tables constructed, than those of
" Moslemah 138 and those of Ibnu-s-samah.l" both oí whom are natives -of this

" country. 1 might say the same of a work entitled 'the book of geometrical
" dimensions' (Kitábu-l-masáhati-l-majhúlati), the composition of Ahmed Ibn Nasr,
" who occupies a distinguished place among the mathematicians oí Andalus.

" , But were 1 to mention here all the works which are really deserving of notice
e, in any of the seven liberal arts, of which no prudent man will undertake

" than one at . a time, nor excel in more than one, 1 might protract this
" narrative to an undue length; 1 have therefore contented myself with

" such works as are generally considered the standards of their respective ",vl.''''~''_'"'''''

" works of which it cannot be ,said that they remain obscure after being commenten

" upon, or that tliey are compositions exhiHiting errors to Be correcteo, or epitQmes'

" of larger works in whicn sorne oí the sense in tile original has been lost,
" compilatións wliicfi are coiífused. As to tlie 'works of niiddling merit; 1
" taken no pains whatever in enumerating them ; indeed the task would have

" aboye my power, they being as numerous as the drops oí water in the oeean,

" as the sands of the desert: the names only oí Andalusian authors who

" written on various subjects are more than can be put upon paper.
" , It remains for me to say something on the science of rnetaphysics

" cultivation in this country. Although Andalus has never been made a

" the dispute or trial of religious controversy, or a repository of various
" opinions, as is the case in the East, (a reason why out proficiency

" science should be smaller,) yet, a1l things considered, 1 cannot say that
" entirely devoid oí valuable compositions on the subject, since therehave' u~,...u. ""·,',;:/ >

" among us doctors who not only have professed the religious opinions
" Mo'tazelites and observed their dogmas, but have written several works in detence :,~,

" oí, and for the propagation of, that sect. Such are Khalíl Ibn Is'hák 140

" Ibnu-s-samínah, and the Hájib Músa Ibn Hadíd, andhis brother' the

" was at the same time Sáhibu-l-muthálimi (judge in cases oí appeal), aIl of
" professed it in public, and afforded a proof that their living in it was '

~Ietaphysics.

DJ
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" , In alluding to Mohammed Ibn 'Ornar Ibn Lubábah, and his uncle Mohammed
" Ibn 'Isa, and Fadhl Ibn Salemah, 1 could only match them with Mohammed
" Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn 'Abdi-l-hakem,155 and Mohammed Ibn Sahnún,156 and Mo- ·
" hammed Ibn 'Abdús ;157 and in proclaiming the merits oí Mohammed Ibn Yahya
"Ar-riyálú,158 and Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed Ibn 'A'ssem, 1 did not 'esteem
" them inferior to those of Mohammed Ibn Yezíd Al-mubarrad. . In reckoning
" the poets 1 may safely advance that if we had no other to boast oí but Mohammed
" IbnMohammed Ibn Darráj Al-kastalí.!" although he carne after Shá,160 and
"Bashar,161 and Habíb.l'" and Al-mutennabí, this alorie would be sufficient to .:
" do us honour; but what wilt thou say when besides him 1 mention to thee
" such illustrious names as those of Ja'far Ibn 'Othmán Al-hájib.l'" and Ahmed
" Ibn 'Abdi-l-málik Ibn Merwán,164 and A:ghlab Ibn Sho'ayb,165 and Mohammed
"Ibn Shakhíss.I'" and Ahmed Ibn Faraj, and 'Abdu-l-málik Ibn Sa'íd Almu- .
" rádí,167 all of ·whom were most eminent poets, the imitation oí whom in any oí
" the branches of literature is fraught with difficulties and danger '? What wilt
" thou say of p éople like Ahmed Ibn 'Abdi-l-málik Ibn Shoheyd.l'" our friend---- "companion, who is living at this moment, and has not yet reached old age,
" (may God preserve his life !)-a poet who has constantly been roving in the
" meadows of literature, and wandering over the mountains oí eloquencevin
" manner which it is in. vain for me to describe, since langp.age does not
" adequate words for it, non is my tongue eompetent to the task, wereit
" to be gifted with all the eloquenee of those of 'A.mru and SahI ~ 169 Wha~

" Mohammed Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn Masarrah,170 who made himself famous for
" lieautiful style, although 1 do not entirely agree with him as to the sehool .
" followed in his writings ?

" , This is what 1 thought proper to state in answer. to the Ietter of the ..~, ...v"'~
" doctor, (may God forgive him l) and as a proof oí what 1 have anvancen.;
"although it must be observed that 1 have introduced nothing whichwas .
" absolutely necessary to refute the argumenta of the writer; for .had 1 .nh'''l:'~n , ,' .:, 0 ' i :' ; · ';· ' ' : ''· '· ;'..¡:f''''>.:::·.•,!; ·

" to expatiate on the subject, 1 might have swollen this epistleof mine .1..1 ......,., ... ....

" voluminous work. Praise be to God, the imparter of knowledge,
" shows the path oí honour and .distinction, and the blessing .of .God be
"our Lord .Mohammed, bis servant and messenger, and peace, hn..... nl".1"

" prosperity, be upon all those oí his family, his companions, and touowers..
" upon all the true believers! Amen;'"
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" another called At-teysír 3 (the book of levelling the diffieulties, or that renders
ce reading easy), by Abú 'Amru Ad-dání, both oí whieh are in everybody's hands.
. "On the science of saered traditions there was . in my days, (that is, in .the
ce seventh century oí the Hijra), an Imám of the name oí Abú-l-hasan 'Alí Ibnu-l­
" kattán Al-kortobí," who resided at the eourt ofMorocco,and who wrote several .' .

'•.' : ~, . : ,,;'::l:: :~:~o::d t: :~~~re:~o:ea:L~a::Il::=d~~:~i::o:es::ri:~~ew:: .C ,;,¡!ltt',tL
ce ar~ now consulted by every one, and I was told that he was busy compiling a :
" work 00 the science of traditions which should embrace all the information.
" to be found in the great collections, without their numerous repetitions. ......

" The work oí Razín Ibn 'Ornar Al-andalusí, which is .a very Iearned com- . , ). ;;:~~;;?{

" pilation from the writings of Moslem Al-bokhári; ' An-nisáyí, and Termedhi. :as ::.(dl;)2'
" likewise from the Mowattá of Málik, and the Kitábu-s-sonnan,5 is considered " ';'C'
" a very learned performance, is well known throughout the Eastand 'fest. iand

" is in the hands of every scholar. '.' c. ,

" 'Abdu-I-hakk Al-ishbílí 6 is the author oí a work .on the same subject~ " {:<S

" which has acquired the greatest reputation and celebrity. '. The title is Kitábu'.. .\.{(;f{:
" l-ahkám (the book .of statutes), and he wrote the Kiuibu-l-ahkámi-l-kobrá , (the ::;, .',~;~~:}

.ce great collection of'statutesj , Kitábu-l-ahkámi-l-soghrá (the small collectioi:i·: .of.'i~~¡ii~%:{ : ,,;r,
.;." -: '1 :·.pr:.· ~.:,;d;

" statutes) ; and sorne pretend that he wrote anotlier called Kitábu~l-wáSitu · '(tne. ;.:: n::~~i~;~j\)!~li: ,.

" middling colleetion). . . : : ; , ·. : ·' :(:o ' : ~<¡i~¡gi{~~f ' .'
" The Kitábu-l-jum'i beyna sañ"{hína (tne oook of uníon of the twoSahíh): ~:bY ;)~L;j:Ji;~

" AI-homaydí,7 is sufficiently known, and needs not rny recommendation. ' .'•. '; '.: .:\ ~' )}/2:,~~~~'(~~~:l
" If 1 pass on to jurisprudence, 1 can mention a work which peoplé '~ostly');~;j!~~t~I

" consult .in these times, and which, during my stay at Alexandria, 1 foundin t~~)l;\V;i~~!

" hands oí almost every doctor oí the sect ofMálik, among whom it has beco~~.:·}ts/ ::::r

" famous; but the tit1e oí the work has escaped my memory. Lcanalso q#ó,t~': :L

" the collection published by Al-baráda'í of Saragossa," under the title .:o(KittÍlnl,~( ¡~:0;:

"t-tadh'híb (the book of gilding). The work entitled Kitábu-n-niháyat? 9 .(the.b~O~t.;i'{:

" of complement and end), by Abú-I-walíd Ibn Roshd, is a ·composition;o("tlí~\;. tITL

" greatest merit, held in much .estimation, and a book oí reference for doctó~jm~.

" professing the rite oí Málik Ibn Ans. The Kítábu-l-muntakí (the book.·(){ ,t1í~'~;:}~j;Hó:
. '. ". > ..;', ;, ;~~J"". ' " , ~ .

" marrow), by AI-bájí,lO is also much commended. .'. . . '. ",,;,;?:-,,)"·'&trf('%.
" On the dogmas oí religion, 'and the foundations oí law,we have th~\v.or~; ;~9

" of the Imám Abú Bekr Ibnu-l-'arabí Al-ishbílí llentitled · Kitábu-I;.;d,J;áS~:~~:~
. . , . .. . . ':.....< .; , .'..>:

"wa-l-kawássimi (the book of pieces and fragments), .which is well known,., '~~Mª'{':

« common among the studious. '. yve have also by the saine .. author several:.W?r~f

." on various subjects; and by Abú-I-walíd Ibn Roshd numerous treatisesa.Is«?:qt.( }

·: ;:,jl~J
' .; ' /

Traditions.

Dogmas oí
religíon,
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" according to Ibnu Ghálib, a great historícal work .entitled .Kitábu-l-iktifá' ji
" akhbári-l-kholafá 22 (the book oí sufficiencyon the history.oí the Khalifs), which .
" begins with the first Khalíf, and ends in' the .reign oí 'Abdu-l-múmen.> He not
" only gave the history oí the events which happened in the Eastvbutalso oí those .

" oí Andalus. :.
" Abú Moharnmed Ibn Hazm, whose epistle 1 have transcribed,wrote several

~'works on the history oí the Arabs,oneof which he.entitled "Nok'tatu-l-'aT:ús
."jí akhbári-l-kholajái-l-andalus23 (the embroidery oí the .brideon thehistory oí the '; ;

" Khalifs who reigned in Andalus). ..' .".' :' . :.)<~~i<~'

" Abú-l-walíd Ibn Zeydún wrote ;his Kitábu-t-tebyini ji 'Kholaj ái Benl Umeyyah : :; /:i ,}rf'~

" fí-l-andalusi 24 : (the book of demonstration on .the Khalifs oí the .'house:;of ·r·: · ,.it;j~:~;;

" Umeyyah in.~ndalus),which he ' is said .to have composed inriVa1ry of'ithe :· ·; '~~;" :i:";~g~;
"íamous work on the Eastem Khalifs entitled Kitábu-t-ta'íni fíoKholafái-l.;. · ; ·t:J;;~~::;'j·;!.

• (C maslíreki (the book oí conspicuity on the history of Eastern KhalifS)~25 . . · ·.·; ·'.>;~:\-. ;:X~;~; ···
" The Kádí Abú-I-kásim Sá'id Ibn Ahmed At-toleytoli (of Toledo) .has leftuS :; ; . ; : · ,/':; ,@i1.;~f?*:: ~:·: :~ :

" two most valuable compositions,-one entitledKitábu~t-ta'r{jibiakhbári 'ulemái~ ,i: ::~" ) ' iY;:t}~'~~11j~/ ; :.
" l-umami mina-l-'arabi wa~l-'ajemi (the book oí .instruction on thehistory of'th~'~ ::' :' ; " ~;iNg:':fi~'~;~:" (-~: ':~: :
" learned among the Arabs, as well as among foreignersj," and the othér"Jámi''lI :' j · ' t: : LiJ· ' ,: : . ~ ,

" akhbári-l-umami (a general history of nations). , ' .. , . .. \ .••. , ' : ; · ~ · {~ ;0;::M/'

"Abú ' 'Ornar Ibri ,'f\lJdi-I-barr is tne author 9f. anotheli excel1eI).f hiStory,wlL,ltlí,.',):f;:;,:tt:'~~~: :: .
" bears the title oí Kitábu-l-kasdi wa-l-amámi fÍo mu'aref.ati akhbéri-l-'arabi .wci~I~" :'. ,'~;~~~:f:)P~jJ;~:t~.~~{. :

" 'ajemi (~heobject"and the end-9Jn the history of.the Araos and.othernati~ru;):~~~' : ; ;'~?C)~:~f,t~?r~~~~~,(': ' ;
" Ghanb IbnSa Id, .from Cordova, wrote an epítome oí Taban's large histoncal ·~ i)i,:;,.. :,;t\'k';;:}? tii~;> :)

" worJi. 28. He executed his task in a manner which met with general appro~atid#\.i~;~fli~ x

"among the learned of this countryJ . and. .gave him great reputation. · 4n~the.~:;·,:}:;:jJr

" circumstance contributes to make his work .still .mo~e .valuable, .namely;·::th~t <h~:~:'~;tYi1'~i;
. . ',' . ' ,0: <.' ,..,)"#

" added to his epitomevby way oí supplement, a history oí Andalus and Africa.\J{ :: '~·}::~¡:Y:'i;~1}!;¿1

" Ahmed ~ Ibn Sa'íd Ibn Mohammed Ibn'Abdillah, better known bythesurn.~~ :%);tW
" of Ibnu-l-fayyádh, wrote likewise an historical work under the titleoí KitábU~l~;tl~,\;(r'
" 'ibar .(the bookof advice).29 . " , . . . " : : . ".) ~}::,:¿;i.UJ¡;\'r;T

, "There exista also ...a .:biographical . dictionary oí ' emínent. grammariaDs , ; :~~':}:~t
" rhetoricians who . lived in .the ' eaStem provínces oí ,Andalus byAbú:.(B~~;Jtl:i~·;

Ú Al-huseyn Ibn Mohammed Az-zubeydí ;30. and another work of . the sáme~~4~:· ·i~1;?
" containing the lives oí distinguished .theologians, . poets, ... and oauthors,. ~byó,: :~~)i~<~);~
" Kádí Abü-l-walíd, generally known by the surname ofIbnu-l-faradhí.st" ),:(;:;' ; ~i:M{~!:~tf;~~

.. " Yahya Ibn Hakem Al-ghazzált' <wrote a history of Andalus ID verse. . '.rh~. :~~.:[

" was done after him by a poet whose name was Abú'rálib, andwho was cUso~b~.{¡

"by the surname oí Al-mutennabíJJezírah-Shukar (the Mutennabí ·of Alc~) :,~':"9.( ' c i'

. .. .: ... ........ ·· ;}'\~f;:í~~~'~1
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c, the Arabic language), 'which consiste of two parta.-e-onerelating to the history of
" the East, with this title, Al-mush'rak f( hoU-l-maslíreki(the light of the rising
" sun on the beauties of the East),-.and the other on the historyof the West, ealled .
" Al-muglírab ji holí-l-maghrebi (the eloquent speaker on the beautiesof the West)~

" All the works that 1 have enumerated, from Al-hijárí's primitiveworkrlown to
" the supplements written by various members oí my family, and completed by the
" humble and undeserving writer of these pages, are more than sufficient to instruct
" the readers on the history of this country,since they are the work ofsix different
" authors, ~nd embrace a period of one hundred and twenty-five years,38-including
"my continuation down to the yearsix hundred and forty-five of the Híjra
" (A. D. 1247-8) ;-a work in which the studiouswill find a full account of the events
"witnessed by the writers; .together with numerous selectionsin prose andverse
" from the writings of eminent authors, or the sayingg of clever men, collected with
" great care and assiduity through the East andWest, and of which pertinent
'" examples are given in the course of this book. The readers will also find a full
" notice of people who escaped publicity in tbeir time, 'andauthors who had been
" mentioned by previous writers, but who have been placed in a more .
"and orderly manner under the eities or towns .whence their patrouymics.
"derived. So, for instance, Ibn Besám will be found under thehead oí "_.-..- . ,..,'..."".,,,'......,.,
" tareyn (Santareña, liis ' birtH-place, ~l-fat'h under SeVille, runu-l..im~
" Ezija, Al-hijárí under Guatlalaxara, ana so forth.

" Respecting works on literature, whetlier in prose or verse, 1 can mention
" all the .Seráju-l~adab39 (torch of polite literature), by Abú .'Abdillah
~ , l{hissál, from Segura, who is justIy held as the prince oí Andalusian autnors,
" He is said to have written it in rivalry of the Kitábu-n-nawádir (the
"memorable sayings), , by Abú ' 'AJí Al-kálí, and of the Kitáb
" (flowers of polite literature) , by Al-hossrí." Of the same kind is the sxuuou-c-

" wájibi-I-adabi (manual ofliterature), by my father Músa Ibn Mohammed
" Sa'íd, whose name alone is a voucher for its contents. . Another book
" much consultedon the subject is the Kitábu-l-Iuáli41(the book of the .... ~

"by 'ObeydAl-bekrí, written in imítation of the Kitábu~l-amáli42 (the
"dictatio,ns), by Abú 'Alí Al-baghdádí. It is a very learned ,.,.,...........l"u"~+ ·.nT1l , '. a.u.,"~ ,: " . ,' , '. ,

" much esteemed among literary people. The same may be said
" entitled Kitábu-I-iktidhábi ji sharhi-l-ad~bi-l-kottábi43 (extempore nh'~"'''''¡T':1t,lnnc;:, , '

" commentary on the Adabu-I-kottáb) , by Abú Mohammed Ibnu-s-sid ~'-ual.J..UlI..LLVI"''' : ''

" {from Badajoz), a work of undisputed merit. · Wepossess .also by this ""~~"''''''''''' . ' '.~

'.' commentary on the work entitled Suktu-z-zendi 44 {sparkiesfromthe
" which is the best of its kind .that can be written. . It is in the hands
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,e from Granada, which enjoys in the West the same reputationthat those oíAbú Nasr
. "AI-farábí51 do in the ,East. Ibn Bájehhasgiven bis: name fo .a collection oí "" .

~~,~~~ ;~t
" that of Abú.l-faraj. · " ' ::::~ ,

Mdci_:~~:~~~~~1
. " East, where they are much used and consulted. . Oí this number is the Kitábu-t~<:, :,.j¡t~{~iM~f~~; :;, : ~;.

" teysír (introduction to medicine), by 'Abdu-l~málik Ibn Abí-l-'olá Ibn Zohr, who , ·· : \)·U!;~~~~¡~Mi; ': t.

" is likewise the author of the Kitábu-l-aglfdiyati (thebook .of diet), .which has; : : : · ;: ~i.> ,: ::;;~~il~~kf:?~:~G l:~

" become famous throughout the East and West.· .. . .'. . ' ~ .:.... : : ·:' ::· ·!·:: /::;,. t~~/!ii*1~~1:"tI

" Abú-l-'abbás Ibnu-r-rümiyyah'" Al-ishbílí (from Seville), ourfriend and conteX#~ :.}·:; ~~ : , .;--:~i:::~i;, "~.': ~}

" porary, has written several standard works on .this -science, among whichI.' IIÍ~t, " "·~ ,: : ;:, ; t.f:Mr·~01~;f::. > ··
" make particular mentionof a treatise on simples used asmedicaments (Kitábu;' · ":·:· ,·:: .: ~ : t:::):~iKj,~t:~.~;;>: i ;
" .. l-aduJiyati-l.;mufrídah). ' . . ':: ::':' .' :~ ::::">~, ',:\/~ .~; ;: !"

. "Abú Mohammed." from Malaga, who is now residing in Cairo, is the author •.:: :; ·;~;;~~Y '.:
" of a; voluminous work, a sort oí diction~, wherein he has disposed alphabetiCa1li'; ~ }:/' : ~4:/ '~ \:;\:{~¡f, !:.1;
" all the names oí .siínples and medicaments tlíat he coUldcollect andanaIYze' · ~ ', ¡.;}: ' :: :; :'; :';~ ::t+~~;r ' !; .

ce treatises on the ·various branches of that science, notwithstanding the 'aversion,?n({:~U::'f;!M~;}i;:~ :,[\:'>

:: ::~~:tsw::: :~::::~:~:'n::it~t~:;;:' h~::b::~w;:t:;; k~,t~if~¡~~ll\:~
ce arder oí that Sultán for persisting in his favourite studies. " Thesame .Jriight .b~ ~ ; : ;l/;:J!:~¿{)f .'
H said 'oí Ibn Habíb.v whom the same Sultán caused to be put toodeath becaUs.e'i~ ; :: :· ;!Ci.tE~·1

e, was proved against him that he worked secretly at that science, . which .. isn?;yr~:'.>i:\t~;l;

" a proscribed one in this country j this being the reason :why .men iric1inedto. : :i(;}Ó:~;/:~i:~1:;:~~

" cultivate and practise it only in secret, and why bo~ks' on .the topic are>sb:-v.~ít : :Y:;i:::;Y;.:{)~1

'.' scarce. . . • '. . '. . ". . .: . '. :' : ;.i, .::~::?'),i .~~. ;:~;'X;;W1.i~Uil

. c, We have, nevertheless, several astronomica1 'treatíses by . Ibn Zeyd M-~kar?1-}.~:~(;;~?t'

" (the Bishop) oí Cordova.s" who was a great favouritewith the , Su1tán/ :Ai~:·.:\;W~i~%;~~~t

" mustanser, son of An-nássirAl-merwání. . The principal among hisworkSisth~r}l\~~f~::§;¡~
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