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... "idol, .t1lat it was a short stick, of about-twelve ~pans in .length , having~tthe .•
ce end sorne teeth like a curry-comb, ' Who was the builderof this tower,with .
,c the idol 'on the top, does -not sufficiently ·appear.. . .Mes'üdi,: in bis ·" c Golden

· éC'Meadows,' ~ attributes .its construction ' to Al-jabbár," . the same who '.builtith é
." seven idoIs in the countryofZirij,which' areonein .sighttof' theother: : but ,

-. c,' the most probablaopinionseemsto .bethat it was builtbysome of' the ancient .....
c,' kings of Andalus to serveaa .a guide .to .navigators, from .thafact oí the idol

· ce, having hisIeñ armextended towards the Bahru-z-zokák (straits), and pointirig

'~10 . the.mouth,.·as if he was .showing the way. Therewerenot wanting .people.
"who thought this. idol to be .made of pure gold; .for whenever the rising "or

, ce setting sun fell 'on the statue itisent forth rays of .light , .and shotie iri the '

'." :brightest hu és, Iike the , ~collar . of ,a .ring~dove, ,bIue:,being the 'colour whIch
." prevailed. " Thus placed-on the topof the tower the idol was Iike asignalfor

'. '. "the Moslem navigators to go in and out of theDceanvand whoever wanted to
. ..." 'sail from any port .in the Mediterranean to places .in .Al-maghreb, .such as Lisbon, .

" and -others.ihad only toapproach ,the .towervand then ',put up .the sails, and
"mák~ f~r: tlieporf whither they wished :10 go, .whether \Salé, Anfa," orany
"other ·in' the western coastof'Africa.' : .When'in aftertimes thisidol waspuiled
.u'd~wn,:it ceased of -course to be. a signal fornavigators: its demolition happened
c.c -thus. >In .the .yero- 540 ,:(A. ,D . 1145-6), 'at the lJeginning of t lie secoñd civil war,

' (" Alí ílbn 'Isa IbnMaymún,llwño w:as .A;üñiiraI 'oí t he.'IDeet, revoited at a~diz, and
' ·~de,Clared .himselfindependent. : 'H aving ,lieard' tlie inliabitants say tnattne idol on . .

. C,' the top-cf thetower was made of pure gol~, his cupidity wasraised. vandhegave
c~ 'ordersJor its j mmeiliate'removál. The statuewasaccordinglybrought down by '
'~ 'diht,6fgreatexertions~ ;andwhen bn ·the .groundwas found to .bernade of brass,

· ' ~,· cóvered . only . with . .a thin .coat 'of gold, ..which , 'when removed, produced twelve
' . . 'u thousand g ólddinárs. ·It "is' áge.neral opinionamorig:Andalusian and Mrican

· "Moslems that.this .idolexercised a sortofspell rover the sea, ·but that the charro
CC, ':ceased t he,'moment :it waS .thrown down . ..., They .account for it in the Jollowing

,e manner. ,', There used. once-to -be. in , the Ocean sorne ..largevessels ·whichthe
.~. ,H ·~.Andal~sians " call. karákir;.12 :pr6vided :With "a square sail yin ' ,front,: .andanother

".' .béhind ';' . theywere .manned .by.a nation called 'Majús,:people ':oígreat strength, ,
· ' c· det~nniilation, aIid·:much ;practiceJn;nayiga~on, and.whoat their :landing ,·oil .•,t he,

.. :.. " ..cm~sts · ¡déstroyed : e~ery, -thing with ~fire and ' :sword,.>and, ,committed unheard-of '
. .. ,,:., c, ravages:afid cruelties; 's~ ¡that atjh~ir: . appearance <t he .:inhabitants fled with 't heir

' .' .....>c ~_ vahlables to' the 'mountains; , :and Ahe whole :coast was 'depopulated: .:,The in-
·. " vasions ;;of these ,barbanans >were' periodical-:~-they-took ;place 'every .isix or.:severi

:. , ' ~;: Years ; · ; the .~UIilbe~ , ..óf 'tbeir. vessels was never- 'less: ~ than -; forty; : it soinetim,es . '
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" amounted to a hundred ; 13 they devoured any one-,they found on .the sea. ' The
" tower that 1 have described was known to them, and, following the direction
" pointed at by the idol, they were enabled to make at a1l times for othe mouth
" of the straits, and enter the Mediterranean, ravage the coasts oí Andalus, and
" the islands close to it, sometimes carrying their depredations .as far asthe coasts
" of Syria. But when the idol was destroyed by the command of 'Alí Ibn Maymün;
"as 1 have already stated,no morewas heard oí these people, nor were their
" karákir (vessels) seen in these seas, with the exception of two thatwerewrecked

." on the coast, one at lt{ersu-l-Majús (the port of the Majús),'" and theother close
" to the promontory of Al-aghar." o

Pit of Cabra. Among the wonders of Andalus one is the pitof Kabrah (Cabra) ,which, in the
opinion oí Ar-rází, who mentions it, is one oí the gates oí the winds. It .is -to 'be.
seen 'at some distance from Cabra," and whatever efforts have been made to find
the bottom of it have proved ine1fectual. . o

Iron pot at Ibnu Sa'íd also mentions a mountain in the neighbourhood of Kal'atu-Aurád 16 ,

Kal'atu-Aurád, where, says he, is a rock with a wide gap, and within it an iron pot-hanging by a

o chain. Whoever goes to the spot will see it, bis hands will touch it, but al1 his
attempts to take it out will be fruitless; . for no sooner will bis hands come. iIi
contact with it than the pot will sink in ,the cavity of the rock and disappear L.
however, if the person desists from bis undertaking it will return to itsforme(o ~ , >

position. This is related by Ionu Sa'íd °on the authority of Ibnu Bashküwál, whó~ 'rr

among sorne ancient traditions, and other owonderful stories, concernirig AndaluS~<\o:

rmentions the following: . . o . o· o0··0 ' - ¡ ~;."

" It has been related to us on the authority of a traditionist, who had it fr~I1i "
" Seyf, that 'Othmán Ibn 'Affán said ' that the conquest of Constantíniyeh (CoIi~.,~_ o

" stantinople) would be made fromAndalus.' ooPerhaps hemeant Rome instead ,OO( ;'
" Constantinopla, but God is all-knowing." o· o: :: o l~V:

Such are the words oí Ibnu Bashkúwál; but this point requires elucidationf
The tradition to which that illustrious writer alIudes stands thus. 'Othmán :is sai.4f
to have sent an army from Cairwán to the conquest of Andalus, and to have writteI!:.:
to the generals who were to command the expedition :" Know ye how the oconqueS!;\
" oí Constantinople shall be made, passing first through Andalus ; oso, if ,ye quic~t~

c, subdue those regions whither ye are bound, -re shall particípate 'oí the fav e'o.::;,;
" of God." Such is the tradition; but let the responsibilityofit ' lie oii : : ~~

preservers, for as to us, we wish to beconsidered entirely pure and free"~o:~; <

it , for although it be true that it has been adopted and repeated by Ibnu . :B~lj

kúwál, by Ibnu Sa'íd, and other respectable writers, yet we cannot give credit':~: .

it,"for it is not only improbable, but entirely devoid of foundation. oFor o~t.:W:' 0 :.: 0:

¡¡
"
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time, we~sk, ' did 'Othmán send troops froin Mrica to iconquer Andalus ; 'w~e~ ' .
it is evident,nay, it rests on incontrovertible 'proofs, that the Arabs never .invaded

. .' Andalus until the times oí. Al-walíd, and that Cairwán, .the . icity from whenc~

· the expedition .is said to have departed, was not built until twelv~ 17 years after
'. the death of thatKhalif'P However, let not these objections of oursbe taken

. . as uttered in .contempt oí. the authors ' of .the :t rádition :..:we '.mereIy .·state them
· as ' a proof of our ardent wish to warn our readers against 'error, and to assist

them in 'the .investigation oí truth, . . .

. Another of thewonders ofAndalus ' we' would. pass .over were it .not that all E~traorrlinary . '

· the historians .oí that .'country mention .it. .It isan olive tree, which is said to olive tree. . .

· blossom a~d produce fruit .on a certain 'day of the solar year. But thisis rather
·a proof of the difficult ' task anhistorian takes upon himself, and how.·easily .
authors as' trustworthyand 'learned as .Ibnu Sa'íd may be led into error by the '
adoption of faets .. which 'they have not ascertained, orby transerÍbing the accounts
of over-crediIlouswriters. · This phenomenon. .which Ibnu Sa'íd relates on the

· authorit~ of people who are .said to ohave witnessed. it, is nothing more .than
theeffects of light. von jm .olive .tree oi the eommon species, as the author 'oí

· the Ja'raf íyah tells us ~ We shall quotahiswords : "'In this mountain (meaning
· "'th'at of Sholayr, in the neighbourhood of Granada,) i~ the famousolive 'tree
"of which people talk.wonders. . l .happened once to pass by it early in the

. ,'morning of theday of Periteéost, ~Heri . áll .the" ihhabitants of those districts
" collect round it, . 1 saw nothing on it to deserve attention; . both its appearance
' ~ and its' fIruit were tlie same as thoseof similar trees at that season-of'theycar,

· ," ,only that,'. in proportion as the day advanced, the Ieaves lookedof a bright
· .:" green; 'at noon they looked white, as if the tree was 'covered with blossom,
"andJater in the day, .aIittle . before sunset, they partook ofa reddish hue.

,:" Withthe 'exception of this circumstance, which r believe to be common to
. ' " every tree oí the same species, 1 saw nothingwonderfUl either in .the fruit,
" , ." the branehes, or the .leaves of the.tree." ' . .. . . .

· .. . 'Sev~ral authors,. and · amongst them the last-mentioned writer, .. describe most Water-clocks
· .. , . . .. .. . . . . oí Toledo.
minutely. tWO ' water~clocks which :Abú-l-kásim .Ibn 'Abdi-r-rahmán, known by
the surname .of Az-zarkál,18 built in .Toledo, wherihe heard of the famous .talismán .

';whid i is m t he eityofArín in India.iand which Mes'üdidescribes 'as .markíng
the time with ahand from .sunset to sunrise. These clocks consisted oí. two
basínawbichfilled. with water ,or emptied .according to the .increasingor waning

... . of'.thernoon.. .. Az~zarkái placedfhem in a house out of ', the~ - city, to -lhe .south- .
:: west, ;ancl onthebanks'c:)f theriver .Tajoh (Tagus), nea~ to t~e . spot called Bábu-l-

' . VOL. l. . . . . M .
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dabbághín 19 (the gate of the tanners); their action was as -follows. . .At the
moment when the new moon appeared on the horizon water pegan to fiow into
the basins by means oí subterranean pipes, so that there would be 'at day-break
the fourth oí a seventh part, and at the end oí the day half a .seventh part, oí
the water required to filI the basins. In this proportion the water would
continue to flow until seven days and as many nights of the month were
elapsed, when both basins would be half filled; the sameprocess during .the
following seven days and nights would make the two basins quite .full; at the
same time that the moon was at its full. However, on the fifteenth night
of the month, when the moon began to wane. .the basins would also begin to
lose every day and night half a seventh part oí their water, until by the twenty- '
first of the month they would be half .empty, and when the moon reached her .
twenty-ninth night not a drop oí water would remain in them , it being worthy
of remark that, should any one go . to any of the basins when they.wcre not
filled, and pour water into them with a view to quicken its filling, the basins
would immediately absorb the additional water, and retain no more than the
just quantity , and, on the contrary, were any one to try, when they were nearly
filléd, to extract any or the whole oí their water, the moment he raised bis
hands from the work the basins woüld :R0ur out sufficient .. water to fill- t he ·
vacuum in an instant. These clocks were undoubtedly a greater work oí science :><.." ".: ,., .<

than the lndian talisman, for this latter is placed in a country under the equinoctial ./T'l~~;~\?~· >: , ' :.:

line, where the days and nights are ·of the same length, while in Andalus,which :, ((~;
is in the temperate zone, it does not happen thus. They remained for a long ';";"i'

time in Toledo, until that city was taken by the Christians, (may God ' send';':
confusion amongst them!) when the tyrant Al-fonsh 20 (Alfonso) felt a ' grea(,:f
curiosity to know how they were regulated, and caused one of them to be /.
excavated, which being done the interior machinery was damaged, and th~,r

water ceased to flow into the basins. This happened in the year five hund:red : ~

and twenty-eight of the Hijra CA. D. 1133-4).21 Others say that the caus~. : :

oí their being spoilt was Honeyn the Jew,22 he who conveyed all thebatlli;}'
oí Andalus to Toledo in one day in the said year of five hundred and twe~tY~;¡;~

eight, and who predicted to Alfonso 23 ' that his son would conquerCordov'~~:';~

• as it happened. This accursed Jew, being anxious to discover the motio~~' :'gr

the clocks, said 'once to Alfonso, "O king! . were "l. to look at . theIIl:/~:i9~

"the inside, and see how they are made, not only could I restorathem.:tB]
" their ancient state, but even construct two others still more wonderful ',:ando

7 · , ... . .,.'.

"which would fill during the day and empty at night." .Alfonso .' .~~~W
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him his request,and the Jew then had one opened; but when he afterwards
. tried to restore it toits for~er state he wasjmable to accomplish W:hat he

had promised, . and the machinery being .damaged the works were stopped. ' .
. ·The other basin, nevertheless, cóntinued -still tofilland empty in the same. .

wonderful . manner, but God '.is ' all-knowing,-he knows .. the ' truth -. ·of the ·
. matter. .

'. *-

. " : .
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Anecdotes re- W E have read in .a certain book that when the Amíru-l-moslemín (prince oí ' the
specting An- .
dalus, Moslems) 'Alí, son of the Amíru-l-moslemín Yúsef Ibn Táshfín Al-masiifi,' Sultán of

-~ Maghreb and Andalus, crossed the Straits, and landed in the latter country;-.
when he had traversed it in all directions, and observed its shape and configuration,
h é compared it to an eagle, making the city of Toledo the c1aws, Kal'at-Rabáh .
(Calatrava) the breast, Jaen the head, Granada the biU, and placing its two win~, :
the right far into the west, and the leít in the east.

We have also read tHat the said Sultán and the .kfuicans who fonned his court
were very much struck with the beauty of the prospect, the fertility of the land, the...,

.[ abundance of provisions, the mildness of the temperature, the magni:ficence oí its ':))
buildings, and otheradvantages which make Andalus superior to any other t';
country in the world, and that their admiration gave rise to 'many witty ex- :{~'

pressions and curious anecdotes in which the African histories abound; but )~

unluckily the work in which we have read these and other particulars is not in ou~<
possession, as we have left it with the remainder oí our library in the Al-maghreb"
(West), so we must content ourselves with quoting that which we know by heart;."
and fill up the deficiency with such works as we have been able to procure .iD"',:.
this country. '. . . / ;;i{

Population. Ibnu Sa'íd, the author of the book entitled Al-mugh'rab Jí holl-l-maqbreb? (th~;g~

eloquent speaker on the ornamental beauties of the West) , a work which we have ha4
frequent occasion to quote, and which has been oí the greatest assistance to us, wh~~
describing at large the population and agricultura! resources oí Andalus expr~ss~.
himself in the following terms. " Were I called upon to give an adequate andj~~
" description ,of Andalus, 1 would say that it is a country surroundedby :~~i

" abounding in fruits and productions of all kinds, fuIl of cities and towns,aIld"<·I'f

T
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" thicklypopulated that ifatravell~rgoes any .distance through ithewiÍl.find .at
cc, every step ori his road hamlets, towns, farms, orehards, .and cultivated fields, and ' .
" will never meet,as is more oi' less the case in other countries, .with large tracts '. \
"ofuncultivated land, or desert. . This, unitedto ·thehabits .oftheAndalusians, .
"who, instead ,oflivh'¡g together,as the Egyptiansdo, 'grouped in towns .and

. " villages, prefer dwelling in cottages and .rural establishments .in, thémidst of
" thefields, by the side-of brooks, and on the ,decliyities of .mountainso .gives .:
" altogether to the country an aspect of comfort and prosperity which the tra­
"veller willrlookifor in vain elsewhere, their ' houses too, . which they. are .
" .continually white-washing inside and-out, look .exceedingly wellbythe ' sideof : .
"the green trees, and, :to use the words oí the famous Wizír and poet Ibnu-l-

. u himárah 3in hisdescription oí Andalus- . ' . ... . . .. .
. , 1ts hamlets brightening among the trees Iook like so m.any pearls set in .. ".

.. 'a bed of emeralds.' . .

...•" And he .was right, forIfthou goest to Egypt after having staid anyIength of
" time in.Andalus, thou wilt be surprised to see the wretched appearance oí the
" Egyptian villages, placed as they are at great distanceannefrom .anothervwith
" their narrow, badly constru~ted,ill-shaped houses, looking gloomyand dismal too

. el tlíe ' eye' .,In Andalus; ,onth é con~rary" the travelleryvill .find many.districts .
" ~. ' . where large .cities and populous towns' almost touch each other,: without counting .

. . ';' the n~mber~ess villages. .ha~lets, farrn~" castl~s, .and . towers w~ich.Jiebetween~ :.
' . '''. So,.forinstance~goingout of Seville,:thefitst .day's ñiaróh' will'fák é"him lo

. '.' .Sher.is"'.(Xerez), a veryhandsome city, placedin the midstof a fertile terrítory,
" :and surrounaed Hy villages·; close to Xerez is Algesiras, and then'com~s Málaga,

. "one ·oí thefinest ports in the Mediterranean ; .and le't not thereader supposethat . .
.' .: .. "~' this .excessive population is only tobe met with in ·.thatparticular .district, for -'"
. . ... .. ~ .~ ' the .description is .applicable, .as, well,· to ". any · other " pro~ce : of Andalus, 'this .: .

'." ' ·being .the reason why historians and geographers who have described this country
"mentionsomany .large cities andwea1thytowns. Most of these are strongly.

..« fortified, and surrounded withwalls, as a protection against the incursiona oí the . '
. ce enemy; so~e,eve~,willbefound scstrongby nature. i.or -so wellTortified.iby

. ." art, 'as to.ihave been besieged by the Christians .during it wenty<years .without
. . " fallinginto ,lheir bands. .· ·This, indeed,· is .not somuchowingto tpe strength of .

..' ." . th~ir fortifi~ations . ~s to ..the undauntedcourageoftheir defenders,-" their aptitude
.ce Jor allmilitary exercises, towhlch they.are trainedfromtheir infanoy.iandtheir .

.>'? earlyand.continual. .ácquaintance with . the perils 'élIld horrors of war, owingfo . ' .
' :~the 'proximity , . oí. the enemywith whom they are inperpetual hostility. :To~his, . ..'
c,.'Jilust.be>added ':the Jacility .they possess()f.keeping ··their:'c()rn for ,several years"in...
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« subterranean granaries, owing to which any city might, -if necessary, stand a'
" siege of one hundred years ;andwhat 1 state here concerning .the strength of
ce their cities is applicable not only to the prosperous. times of. Islám,but even
" to the present disastrous epoch ; for although it is true that at 'the time 1 write
" the enemyof God has penetrated far into the heartofAndalus, and considerably
" diminished the dominionsof the Moslems,' yet there are still remaining in the
" hands of the true believers ' cities like Seville, Granada, Malaga, 'Almeria; and:

ce others, ruling: over extensive .and populous districts, full . oí. cities and itowns,:

" and provided with sufficientstrength :to resist and defeat,: witbGod's help and
" assistance,all the attacks of the unbelievers." ' .~ ' i , . : ,' " "

Alas i the bright hopes of this holy roan have been blighted, and his good
wishes frustrated, for God Almighty haddecreed that the contrary should happen,'
and that the worshippers of the crucified should every where subdue and over­
power his own servants. Such was the will oí God-, -Him .who .can change
sorrow into joy, and pain into delight-s-the high! 'the ' great! ,May He permit
in his infinite wisdom that the words 'oí Islám resound again in .Andalus, and that
its present inhabitants be annihilated and destroyed 1: ,,'

But to return to Ibnu Sa'íd's account." 1 shall conelude," says that most
elegant of writers, "by stating one thing in 'praise oí Andalus which will establish
" its fame much better than any thing else 1 can sayo , Wben I quitted it 1

, " travelled along tHe northern coast of ,~frica , and visited its great cities, such
" as Marékash (Morocco);' Fez, and Ceuta; 1 afterwards went to Mricaproper,
'.' and the neighbouring districts of the 1Vfaghrebu-l-ausatt (middle West) , "and saw
" TeHámah, Bejáyeh, and Túnis; from thence 1 proceeded to Egypt, and resided
" in Alexandria, Cairo,and Fostát; 1 then went to Syria, and entered Damascus,
(' Aleppo, and other intervening cities, WeH, 1 must confess that in the course
" of my rambles 1 saw no country whatever which could be compared to Andahis ' : (~

" .either in beauty, fertility, abundance of water, or luxuriance of trees; 'with the :';'/!
" exception of the environs of .Fez in the Maghrebu-l-aksá (remote West), and the :i:>
" country round Damascus in Syria. Neither did 1 see in theEast or 'Vest anycity,:;i'
" which could compete with those of Andalus in the size and solidity of its Puildingsy ~:,:.0

~' for nowhere could 1 find such mágnifícent edifices and public works as 1 saw·it(" j~

" almost every city of Andalus, unless it be some' of the works Iately raiSed ::áf:g~
" Morocco by the Sultáns of the dynasty of .the Bení 'Abdu-I-múmen, and ,perhap~;:~~':

'.' one or two at Túnis, wh ére all the houses are built of stone. as irfAlexandria:'::::"
" owing to the great .quantity of ancient stones (dug out .from the. ruins)} :only)
ce that the streets ' of Túnis : ~ are , not so ' well levelled .or "so' broad 'as: those;óf,~

" that city. Great buildings may also be found 'in' Alexandria, ':AlepPo ' :' Ul~ii'

1
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" Iíkewise be'.placed .in. thenumber .ofwell-built..cities, ,for the good· designand
ce interior 'áccommodation iof .Its..housesv.which arebuilt oí hard .stone., britnd.~ · · '.

',." where did L'fíndcombined..the- elegance, the .magnificence, .the ~xcellent distri- '
" bution.iofthehouses f:lll:ove:rAndalus." ,::-: .::,: . ; .; '; ..: , ; ; :,< ,< ,: ::' .

To this .account 'of .thepopulation oí-Andalus .by IbnuSa'íd .wethink it ..proper
to addwhat an anonymouswriter says on the subject. .>':;''':

, ".' " .AndaluscontaiIiseighty citiesof.the firstord ér,.and upwards. Oí'three. hundred
~e oí mod érate '., size , as . to its towns.i villages,. ham1ets;.cas~I~~, .and¡ 'towers;:- ;theii ..
" number is :so :considerable that .God .. only cancount.them.vIt isstated that.the
~~ towns and-villages on .the banks of .the. ...Guadalquivir only amountedto no Iess
~, thantwelve thousand, ~ : and Andalus is generally.believed to be.. -the.only country

,,". ,c" in theworld where .a traveller meets.with three, 'four; 'or 'even. :mbre cities , inthe
e, ·.course oí a .day'a ride;' findingbesidesat .. every, two p árasangs springs: of .limpid .

. ' . .. ce water.. and villages with markets and. shops.welI provided withbread, .fruit; meat,

." :6.s4 , cheese,. and all.sortsofprovisions..'.'.· < : , .' . .•... . : " .r , ;" " " . '

:' '·Tlíe .béfóre-rqentionéd..ahthor ' '(Ibnu .Sa'íd) says in.another.part of .bis ~ work that Produ~tions, of
... . " , ' , .. tbe SOIl.

Añdalus far outstrips every othercountry in the world infhe. fertility.of .the.Iand, '
, , which yielas abundarit crops of all kiilds ; in.th é delicacy of its fruits, ,the ..riches .'of
,", Its mines.ithe wonderfukproductionsofn.ature, and the number, of.its .manufac~res.

. .. .:'.' ·W e ·shall .riow proceéd tobestoworí 'cf;\ch .of :tliese. tbpic's : sucli : ~ iñfoÍ1i1atión, as :lies"
· scattered in the authors that we ~ave .consulted.. <;....r..'. . '. . . ..'.' '' ' .

. ·' AniHilus:has.·been '.compared bymanyauthors ·to·a .terrestrial .paradisej-some.even ••·,

· go so far as t o aavance .that God, having forbidden the ,Christiansithe .e~t~rance'irito

.,,.' : 'fIle ·'.celestial paradise; han 'given them instead .one in.this .world ; .f()rJndeed by .what .
: other llame .can :·wedesignate thecountries -which the Christians .Inhabit 'fromthe .. . .
·.gulf'of Constantinople down t6 .:theocean ofAndalus ;'.since they .are well known • .

to be .aperpetual paradise, :wherein the acorn, thefilbert, .the .nut;. the.chesnut. r and .
. ,' other. fruitaof the northernélimat~,'gr?W at ·~he: same time.withthebanana..the

sugar.'cane, and others'which. arerthe -productionaofwarmer countri és alone.?
, 'Andalüs 'is 't he' comitrv which " has been' mostfavoured by. .God; .•and.jil :point

. of fruits ':and ,óther pr~duce 'of the ::Ja~devé~ : thé ,most ofertile .regións ::. of-:lndia . . .
. . .· ·.• cannotco~péte ·With ;it: > , '.rhe . sugar :can~ grows in · .great. :Juxuriance ~,alJ. 'a lring .its.. .

" ..C....soll.thern :;CoaSt'Lánd . in 'more Jemperate.6 ,regions .'. the·.banana'•.alÍd . otlier. delicious.
frl1i~r', \ In ;general;:""except 'date"s,::which dO¡iot- .thrive, jill ·thef~tS >ot:()ther

cliniatés Cm~Y ' ,b~ foun~l :-¡n , ab~ndance." as· 'Yell as m:ariy-w.hic~ ~e -; eit~er s~arce" ór
~~t proª~ced' ata11; in' other:cotintrie~,such as t4et'.vospe~ies of DgS .called :AI-]rúttí .. ' ... ;. .. '

...... :and ·:Ash-sha'rl~' .which ·grow iu ·the }leighbdur~ood of . ~~Vill.e,:: ; 3g·.we . liave · statE~d. ·· .:.

~1sewher~~ ' lUld· .which:.IbD.u .Sa'íd says. he never .sawany~where ' out 'of Aridalus; ··
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nor ever tasted after his departure from that country. The same .might be said oí
the Malaga fig, or the raisins oí Almuñecar, or those called al-'aselí (sweet as .
honey), the peaches, the apricots, the pornegranate called 'S af arí,7 the walnuts,
almonds, and several other fruits which grow in greaf perfection, and which we .
shall not stop to enumerate and describe for fear oí making this ourwork too
long. . , "

Another of the productions for which Andalus is famous is -its aromatic woods '.'
and roots; in this respect indeed it has often been compared to mdia, that privileged
country of drugs and perfumes, which it resembles in sorne oí its productions, as for
instance the mahleb,8 that sweetest of all perfumes and choicest -of drugs, whichis .
only to be met with in India and in Andalus, and which, according to Ar-rází, is
found in great abundance in the westem districts. IbnuGhálib, quoting thewords
of Al-mes'údí in his Golden Meadows, says that in Andalus are found five-and­
twenty different perfumes or odoriferous substances, such. as spikenard, clove,
gil1yfiower, sandal wood, cinnamon, Kassábu-dh-dharírah,9 mahleb, and others, and
that out oí the fíve substances which are considered to be the principal ingredients .
óf perfumes, viz. musk, camphor,aloewood, saffron, andamber, the two last
are found in great quantities in ' Andalus. Ar-rází also, after describing sorne of
the properties attributed to the mahleb, says that in the district .of Dalayah (D alia), .
which falls within the jurisdiction of the Alpuxarras, grows a root called At-tólaj,lO
which yields not to tlie Inllan aloes in fragrancy; and which, he adds, grows in .:::
the crevices oí rocks, and was collected for the use of Kheyrán, the Sc1avonian king ,:>':l

of í\.lmeria, who liked its smell exceedingly. .Kost 11 (costum) .and , spikenard~, ' ~\~i.~

grow also in great abundance, and the gentian,which is exported to all parts 0(';;/
the world, is held in great estimation for the sweetness of its ·srnell, and commandsjj
a very high price. Myrrh is foundin great quantities in the neighbourhood oí'y'c;
Calatayud; and various authors speak oí a plant with which the mountains neaf :t
Ossonoba 12 are covered, and which when burnt sends forth a smell similar to tha( '~

of the aloe wood. This account is confirmed by Ibnu Sa'íd, ' who says that there ,/:
are in Andalus several mountains covered with odoriferous plants and shrubs,whet#;
i~ a fire be lighted the air becomes impregnated with a fragrant smell very muc~;

resembling that of burnt aloe wood, and that in the mountain of Sholayr, inthat.
part which is nearest to Granada, grow many of the plants that are peculiar to Indi~:~i

. Respecting amber, it is found in great abundance all along thewestern coast· ·~ ':.

Andalus,13 .especially at Shidhúnah (Sidonia), where it is particularly fine; .' a~: )¡

very muchprized, owing to its good qualityand 'its resistancewhenexposedfc
the fue. It is known in the East by the name oí Al-gharbí .(western), and accordiri"
to Al-mes'údí one drachm of it sold in his time for several drachms ofth~

i

I
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produced in other countries. But let us hear what Al-mes'údí himself says in his
Golden Meadows. "The seas that wash the shores of Andalus, and especially the
"Mediterranean, abound in amber, which is exported to Egypt and to other
"countries. That which they use at Cordova comes from a place on the western
"coast called Shantareyn (Santarem), as also from Shidónah (Sidonia), One
" ounce of this amber is sold in Andalus for three gold mithcals-in Egypt it may be
" procured for twenty gold dinárs, although inferior in quality: thé ounce used in
" Andalus is equal in weight to that of Baghdád. As to th.e pieces of amber which
" are now and then picked up on the coastsof Egypt, it is probable that they come
" from the Mediterranean, and are impelled there by the waves. Andalus abounds
" in mines of silver and quicksilver, which have not their equal any where in the
"world, either in the countries subject to the Moslems, 01' in those which the
" infidels occupy. It produces also ginger root, saffron, and several other aromatic
" roots, -as well as five kinds of musk ; aloes and camphor may also be pro­
"cured, although they do not grow in the country, being imported in great
" quantities from India."
~he, preceding has been transcribed from Al-mes'údí's work ;14 for although he

adds notliing new to what we have already stated, yet his account is not altogether
devoid of interest. About. the formation of amber very little is known; sorne
authors, like Ibnu Sa'íd, believing it fo be the saliva áhd excrernenfs o~ marine
monsters, w,hile others, like Ibnu-l-liijáFÍ, sa~ that i1i is a plant grováng at the
bottom of the sea.

Mines oí gold, silver,. and other metals, abound in Andalus; according to the Mines.

anthor on the !la'rdJlyali there are three pIaces from which, during the occupation of
that country by the Moslems, gold was extracted in great quantities; one was the
river Daroh (Darro), the other a spot on the western coast close to Lisbon and at
the mouth of the Tajoh (Tagus); and a third in the river of Lerida, that which falls
into the Ebro." According to Ibnu Sa'íd mines of all the seven known metaIs 16

were to be found in the north and north-west of AndaIus, in those countries which
were in the hands of th/e infideIs. "The richest gold mine in all AndaIus," says
that author, "is in the neighbourhood of the city of Santiago, the capital of
"Galicia. Silver is also very common ; it may be procured near Tudmir, and in
"the mountains of Al-hamah,'? near Bejénah, and in the neighbourhood of
" Kartash," a town belonging to the district of Cordova. At Ossonoba 19 are
" mines of tin, a metal very much resembling silver , it is also found in great
" abundance in the country of the Franks and at Liyón (Leon). The Pyrenees
" are likewise full of that metal as well as of quicksilver."

Mines of red and yellow ochre were also very abundant, and in a village close
VOL. l. N
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Precious
stones,

_ __~.:.;:.c:'::_"':'..- _

to Vera, called Baternah (Paterna),20 was found excellent tutty, which was used in
giving colour to copper. Tuttywas also met with in the mountains near Cordova,
hut inferior in quality to that of Paterna. ' In the neighbourhood oí Tortosa were
mines oí collyrium, as good as that of Isfahán, and ofwhich large quantities were
annually exported; quicksilver abounded in the territory of Cordova, lead near
Almeria, copper in the north, as also a kind of metal called as-sofar,21 which very' ,"
much resemhles 'gold ; as to those of alum 22 and .iron, theywere so nulllerous that
it would be a difficult task to mention them all. The foregoing account oí the
mineral riches of Andalus has been for the most part extractedfrom the works oí
Ar-rázÍ.

Other writers assert that the primitive inhabitants oí Andalus called every one' "
oí the seven known metals after the name of that planet which was known to'
exercise an influence over it,-for instance, they called lead, Saturo; .tin, .Iupiter;' .
iron, Vulcan; gold, the Sun; copper, Venus; silver, the Moon; and quicksilver,'
Mercury.

A great variety oí precious stones was 'likewise , found in Andalus, according .",'
to the accounts of different writers: for instance, not far from a place called ;,f:
Hadhratu-l-uorikah.P in the jurisdiction oí Cordova, as likewise in the mountain Lii
of Shaheyrá n," to the east of Beyra (Vera), are mines oí beryl. 25 Rubieá ' ,i~;!

may be found ' near the casUe 'of Montemayór,26 in tHe province of Malaga~~::;¡:'

only they are veJJi small, whicn maRes them very difficult to be worked. ·, The;
golden marcasite, which has not its equal in the world, is extracted from th~;'"

t mountains of Ubeda," and is exported to all distant countries on accountiof:
ifs f>eauty, as also another stone called Al-ma'tisisá,28 and talc, which are founª,~:

in great quantities. Pearls nlay 'be fished in theseas adjoining toBarceloI1a:''.
but when they are large they are wanting in transparency and colour ;as .{'>
the smaller kind, they are found in such abundance all along the coast of:,t4~;

Mediterranean, that at Vera, a sea-port in the jurisdiction of Almeria, :eight}1
arrobes 29 weight are often collected in less than a month's time, , ' .

In the district of Bejénah, not far from a deep valley called Kariatu Náshe~ahi.};;
there are quarries of a stone resembling the ruby, of various hues, and which.stam..',:
the fire. The maqnetes (load-stone), which is well known to possess the pr():pe~1

oí attracting iron, is found ingreat abundance in the district oí 'I'udmir., j~.h~
close to Lisbon there is a mountain so impregnated . with the :,stone , 'c~';i~:,

An-najádí ~l that the whole place 100ks at night as if it were illuminated : ';~f

lanterns. The stone called Ash-shádenah 32 abounds on a mountain in the 'neigllb~: :.··:'

hoo~ of Cordova-its use ingilding is sufficientiy known.P ' The stone. , ~f
.Iewish stone,o~ which is acknowledged by all the physicians to bethe,:{:'- ·¿::
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efficacious remedy for pains in the kidneys and in the bladder, is dug out in the
environs of Hisnu-l-b6nah; and the territory round Larca, a city belonging to the
district of Tudmir, is full of mines of lapis-lazuli of the finest quality, which rare
and precious article may also be found in other parts of Andalus.

We cannot pass in silence the spring , of Liblah (Niebla), which pours out
glass 35 of the best quality , nor a mountain in the neighbourhood of Toledo called
Jebalu-t-tafal, where tafal,36 surpassing in quality any other in the East or West,
grows in prodigious quantity.

Andalus is equally rich in marbles, and stones for building. Ar-rází says that Marhles.

the mountains of Cordova abound in marbles of all sorts and colours, such as the
purest white without any spot, and that having the colour of wine; the green is
also to be found in the Alpuxarras in large blocks, from which columns are cut;
and in the neighbourhood of Vega, a town depending on Granada, are several
quarries of the most exquisite marbles, such as the spotted, the red, the yellow, and
others. Almeria is famous for sorne small pebbles 37 (agates) which are found in
its territory, and which are exported to distant countries, owing to their similarity
to pearls, whicli they strongly resemble in brightness and transparency. In short,
Andalus is, in the opinion of historians and geographers, the country which abounds
most in marbles and jaspers, white, black, red, and of all colours.

H from the productiorís of nature, or tHe fruits of tñe soil, we pass to tHe animal Animals.

kingdom, we shall find that Andalus contains alarger number of the animals useful
to 'man, while it has fewer wild 15easts, tBan any otHer country in tlié world; as a
proof of what we advance we shall quote the words of Al-hijárí in his Al-mashab.

" ~ndalus , " says that author, "abonnds in antelopes, deer, zebras, oxen, and other
"quadrupeds common to other countries; but there are neither elephants nor
" giraffes, lions, tigers, nor other beasts of warmer countries; instead of these we
" have an animal peculiar to our country which we call al_lúb38 (lupus), somewhat
" larger than a jackal," but equally cruel and ferocious, and which, when insti-
" gated by hunger, attacks and devours meno The mules are strong and sure-
" footed, and the horses powerful and swift, and equally fit for sport and for battle,
" enduring fatigue and weight most admirably, since in time of war they will not
" only carry a cavalier armed cap-a-pie with all his provisions, but be themselves
" caparisoned and barbed in steel."

Birds oí all sorts, whether small or oí prey, are found in such quantities, tbat
were we to stop to enumerate them we should protract this OUf narrative to an undue
length; the same might be said of the fishes, and other monsters of the sea, especially
of the Ocean, where many are to be found so prodigiously large that we are afraid
even to guess at their dimensions lest we should still remain far from the truth.

e ra
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Ibnu Sa'íd tells us that he once saw one of these monsters, while on a sea voyagc,
and that it was so large that the crew of the vessel were trembling lestit shouldby
a sudden jerk overturn the vessel. ' ,' We looked at it inumazement," says , 1~nu " ,

Sa'íd, "and were filled with horror ,and consternation, for a long time unable
" to utter a word, and expecting every moment tobe drowned, forwhenever
e,' the monster breathed it raised large columns of water , to a height really sur- .

, " prising."
We find likewise in those authors who have written on the natural history of . '

Andalus that frequent allusion is made to ·an amphibious quadruped, whose skin is "
used as a garment, and 'whose scrotum is reckoned to be a specific -in severalv
diseases. As the name of this anim~l is differently written, and there are besidest'
many extraordinary circumstances attached to it, we shall transcribe here the words :'

, oí the different writers who have mentioned it. . > \,

Ibnu-l-hijárí, in the Al-mashab.-" The Andalusians make jackets oí the skin<~
" of a certain amphibious quadruped called al-wabrah 40 (seal), whose skin is veIj
" much prized; they are found in great abundance on the shores oí the Ocean'aJ:14:
" in that part of Andalus which faces the island of Britannia. Thence .they ai~;

" brought to Saragossa, where the skins are dressed, and then made into jackets.'1'('·;
Ibnu Ghálib, mentioning these jackets, which he observes were also manufacture. '

at Cordova, says" tlie skins Here aU,?ded to ana. called samúr 41 are ver¡. mucltuS~"

" in Cordova for jacKets,bu~ I aro nnable to say to MTHat animal they belong, whet~,~

" to sorne quadruped peculiar to that country, 01' to the wabrah (seal) ; in case'9
" their being those of the latter animal, it is a well-known amphibious quadrupe
" very strong and muscular." i ,':~t~:

But the best account is that given by Hamíd Ibn Samjún42 the physician,itf)~ ':

work on the simples ernployed as remedies in medicine. It reads thus : "theseal,;;
" a quadruped whose scroium is used as a remedy in several diseases; they ab~~
" in the Mediterranean, where they generally live in the water, although theY:9ft
" come on shore, andare pursued by huntsmen, who catch them, and aftercut~'

" off their scroium, let them go. 1 have heard the people who practise this t¡'a4~"

" that if one of these quadrupeds happens to fall a second time into theiI;'Im>,
" he fails not to throw himself on his back, to show his pursuers .thathe noJR
" has the object oí their wishes, npon which the men let himgo unhurt.'~~3;>} ¡ # : ,

Another anthor says that the remedy to which we anude is also called }e-#~:: .;

d.astar, from the animal's name, which is likewise jendu-bddastar;44 that it,,:is:;Z,
sidered a great specific in all diseases originating from cold temperaIllen.';.
account oí its being held by the physicians and naturalists 'as hot an&j; : ;: :~

the fourth degree. , Sorne say that in size this quadruped is .like ahar,ei;i:;··

T
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that he is somewhat smaller,.and that his flesh has a better taste; others again make
him much larger,-but God only knows; one thing is certain, that the skins of the
wabrah (seal), 01' sorne other quadruped resembling it, were used as an article
of dress, . .and much worn by Christians as well as Moslems.

But it is quite time that we should saya few words about the different manufac- Manufactures.

tures that existed in Andalus; which are generally acknowledged to have reached the
utmost degree of perfection, so much so that when an Andalusian begins upon this
subject there is no end to his praises of his native land: we shall here slightly
mention a few ;' as, for instance, its manufactures of sashes," which were famous
all over the world for brilliancy of colours and fineness of texture; its silver ano
gold tissues manufactured at Almeria, Malaga, and Murcia, with such perfection
that when taken to Eastern countries the people were amazed and bewildered
at the sight of them. Of the manufactures established at Almeria we have
already spoken elsewhere, when we gave the description of that city; we shall
only add here,by way of supplement, that all the stuffs woven by its industrious
inhabitants were at all times in great demand' in the East and West, and that a
:very considerable trade was carried on in. this, as well as in other products of their
industry, both with Moslems and Christians. At Tentala, a town depending on
Murcia, there were manufactures of carpets called Tentali." which, when exported
to the East, brought a very high price. Both Granada and Baza were famous for
the manufacture of certain warm stuffs for winter called '21.l-mulabbad,47- they were
generally of woollen, stamped," ana dyed of tlie most beautiful and tlelicate colours.
Murcia was likewise famous for the manufacture oí coats of mail, breast-plates, and
all sorts of steet aumOUf, inlaid with gold; saddles and horse-harness richly set in
gold; all kinds of instruments of brass and iron, as knives, scissors, and other
trinkets, inlaid with gold, such as are used in weddings to present to the bride , and,
aboye all, weapons and other warlike instruments, which were so highly finished
and wrought in sueh perfection as to dazzle with their brightness the eyes oí the .
beholder.t? All these artic1es, Ibnu Sa'íd informs US, were exported to Africa an:d
other more distant countries, where they were held in great estimation. -Murcia
was likewise renowned for the fabrication 'of glass and pottery, of both which
materials they made large vases of the most exquisite and elegant shapes; they
manufactured also glazed pottery, ' and another kind which was washed over with
gold. The manufactures of Malaga have already been described by us under the
head of that city ; it was famous aboye all things for its glass and pottery, and for
many articles of clothing.

We find also that there were in Andalus several manufactures of al-mafssass,50

which is known in the East by the name of al-foseyfasd (mosaic), as well as of a sort
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of tile called az-zulaj 51 (azulejo), which they usedinpaving the floors oí their
houses. The azulejos were made oí all sorts of gay colours, and very much re­
sembled the al-mafssass , they were exported in great quantities to the East, and
used instead of marble flags to make mosaic floors, to 'pave fountains,and other
similar ornaments.

As to weapons and núlitary stores of all kinds, such as shields, swords, spears,
helmets, breast-plates, bows, arrows, saddles, bits, bridles, and all kindsof horse­
trappings, the manufactures oí Andalus exceeded those of any other country .in the
world; and according to Ibnu Sa'íd (from whom the preceding narrative is abridged) ,
that part of the country which was in .the hands of the infidels was Iikewise famous
for the manufacture oí arms, so highly polished as to dazzle the eyes; amongst
which he makes particular mention of certain sharp-edged, well-tempered swords, '
called al-bord[¿eliat,52 from Bordhil (Bourdeaux), a city placed at the north-eastern
extremity of Andalus. The same author speaksin the highest terms of the swords
manufactured at Seville, and which, he says, were not inferior to those oí India.
Seville is likewise represented by him as a city of great trade, and where severa!
manufactures of rich clothing and costly articles existed. The town of Xativa, near
Valencia, was well known for its paper manufactures, of which a large quantity was
annually exported to Maghreb, and to other :p-arts oí Africa. But we shall not
dwell any longer on ithis tapie, inasmucn as we nave llieaay given some detairs~ , ·

under the head of those cities and districts wliere tHe objects were manufactured.
and we may again occasionálly alIude to tliem in the course of this our narrative. ·

nnI
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Government-Public functionaries-Wizír-Kátib-Sáhibu-I-ashghál-S áhibu-sh-shartah- Mohtesib-
. Ad-dárabún, or night-watch-Revenues..

HAVING thus far sketched sorne of the peculiarities of Andalus, we shall now Governmeut.

proceed to saya few words on its governrnent and institutions, as well as on the
customs and manners of its inhabitants. Our narrative will be mostly borrowed
from Ibnu Sa'id; an author who has treated the question at large in his Kiiábu-l-

muglírao, in a chapter entitled "Shining stars in the just and impartial descrip-
tion of th é eastern and western governments." 1 These are that author.'s words :
" Andalus, which was conquered in the year 92 of thé Hijra, continued for many.
e, years to be a dependency of. the Easf~rn ~hal ifate, until it was snatched away
" from their hands by one of the surviving inemliérs of toe family of Umeyyah,
" who, crossing over frorn Barbary, subdued the country, and fonned therein an
le independent ltingdom, which he transmitted to his posterity. During three
" centuries and a half, Andalus, govemed by the princes of this dynasty, reached the
" utmost degree of power and prosperity, until civil war breaking out among its
" inhabitants, the Moslems, weakened by internal discord, became every where the
ce prey of the artful Christians, and the territory of Islám was considerably reduced,
" so much so that at the present moment the worshippers of the crucified hold
" the greatest part of Andalus in their hands, and their country is divided into
" various powerful kingdoms, whose rulers assist each other whenever the Moslems
" attack their territories. This brings to my recollection the words of an eastern
" geographer who visited Andalus in the fourth century of the Hijra," and during
" the prosperous times of the Cordovan Khalifate, I mean Ibnu Haukal An-
" nassíbi," who, describing Andalus, speaks in very unfavourable terms of its
"inhabitants. As bis words require refutation I shall transcribe here the whole
" of the passage. e Andalus,' he says, e is an extensive island, a little less than a
" month's march in length, and twenty and odd days in width. It abounds in
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" rivers and springs, is covered with trees and plants of every description, and is
" amply provided with every article which adds to the comforts of life; slaves are
" very fine, and may be procured for a small price on account of their abundance;
" owing, too, to the fertility of the land, which yields all sorts of grain. :vegetables,
" and fruit, as well as to the number and goodness of its pastures in which innu­
'e merable flocks of cattle graze, food is exceedingly abundant and cheap, and the
" inhabitants are thereby plunged into indolence and sloth, letting mechani~s and
,e men of the lowest ranks of society overpower themand 'conduct their affairs.
,e Owing to this it is really astonishing how the Island of Andalus still remainsin
" the hands of the Moslems, being, as theyare, peopIe of vicious habits and 10w ,
" inclinations, narrow-minded, and entirely devoid of fortitude' ,courage, and the
,e military accomplishm~nts necessary to meet face to face the formidable nations ,of
" Christians who surround them on every side, and by whom they are continually.
,e assailed.' 4 " ,"

" Such are the words of Ibnu Haukal; but, if truth be told, 1 am at a 108s
ee to gt;less to whom they are applied.To my countrymen they certainly are
" not; or, if so, it is a horrible calumny, for if any peopIeon the earth are famous
" for their courage, their noble qualities, and good habits, it is the MosIemsof
" Andalus; and indeed their readiness to fight the eommon enemy, ~heit , con­
" stancy in upholding the lioly tenets of theiF religion, and Hieir endurance of ,.
" the hardships and privations of wav, llave become almost proverbial. So, as ". ;',
" far as this goes, Ibnu Haukal is decidedly in error, foras the proverb sayst ,";:,):!

D 1:::l~~:e:::~,~e ~ss~:m::~~h:: ~p:::n~:::~~>q;~: ~e:gt::v:~:~; 'aiN!')
" sense, wisdom, and talent, either in the field or in administration, wouldto :';
" God that the author's judgment were correet, for then the ambition oí th~}

" chiefs would not have been raised,and the Moslems would not have turned .
"against each other's breasts and dipped in each- other's :blood those verj-;
" weapons which God Almighty put into their hands for the destructionrand
ce annihilation of the infidel Christian. But, as it iS,weask-' were those Sultálls;,
" and Khalifs wanting in prudence and talents who governed this country . fo~~
" 'upwards of five hundred years, and who administered its affairs in the mids~r

" of foreign war and civil discord? Were those fearless warriors deflcient:iri:,'
e' courage and military science who withstood on the frontiers of the ,Moslerij>
" empire the frightful shock of the innumerable infidel nations who dwell ,with1#;'
" and out of Andalus, whose extensive territories cover a surface of three roan:
" mareh, an~ all of whom ran to arms at a moment's notice to defendthe:religi~,
" of the crucified? And if it be true that at the moment 1 writetheMosl~ f '
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" have been visited by the wrath of heaven, and that the Almighty has sent down
" defeat and shame to their arms, are we to wonder at it at a time when the
" Christians, proud of their success, have carried their arms as far as Syria
" and Mesopotamia, have invaded the districts contiguous to the country which
"is the meeting-place of the Moslems, and the cupola of Islám, committed all
" sorts of ravages and depredations, conquered the city oí Haleb (Aleppo) and
"its environs, and done other deeds which are sufficiently declared in the
" histories of the time P" No, it is by no means to be wondered at, especiaIIy
" when proper attention is paid to the manner in which the Andalusian Moslems
" have come to their present state of weakness and degradation. The process
" is this: the Christians will rush down from their mountains, 01' across the
"plain, and make an incursion into the Moslem territory; there they ~iII

" pounce upon a castle and seize it; they will ravage the neighbouring country,
"take the inhabitants captive, and then retire to their country with all the
"plunder they have collected, leaving, nevertheless, strong garrisons in the
"castles and towers captured by them. In the meanwhile the Moslem king
"in whose dominions the inroad has been made, instead of attending to his
"own interests and stopping the disease by applying cauterization, will be
" waging . war against his neighbours of the Moslems; and these, instead of
"defending the common cause, the cause of religion and tfuth,-instead of
" assisting their brother, will confederate and ally' to de~rive him of whatever
" dominions still remain in his hands. So, from a trifling evil at first, it wiII
" grow into an irreparable calamity, and the Christians wiII advance farther
" and . fartHer until , tney subdue the whole of that country exposed to their
"inroads, where, once established and fortified, they wiII direct their attacks
" to another part of the Moslem territories, and carry on the same war of havoc
" and destruction. Nothing of this, however, existed at the time when Ibnu
"Haukal visited Andalus; for although we are told by Ibnu Hayyán and
" other writers that the Christians began as early as the reign of 'Abdu-r­
" rahmán 111. to grow powerful, and to annoy the Moslems on the frontiers,?
" yet it is evident that until the breaking out of the civil wars, which raged
"with uncommon violenee throughout Andalus, the eneroachments of the
" barbarians on the extensive and unproteeted frontiers of the Moslem empire
" were but of little eonsequence.

" But to return to our subject. During the first years after the eonquest the
"government of Andalus was vested in the hands of military commanders
"appointed by the Viceroys of Africa, who were themselves named by the
"Khalifs of Damaseus. These governors united in their hands the eommand
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" of the armies and the civil power, but, being either removed as soon as
"uamed, or deposed by military insurrections, much confusion and disorder
"reigned at a11 times in the state, and the establishment , and consolidation
"of the Moslem power in Andalus were tbwarted in .their progress at the
" very onset. It was not until the arrival oí the Bení Umeyyah in Andalus
"that th~ fabric oí Islám may be said to bave rested on a solid foundation.
" When 'Abdu-r-rahmán Ibn Mu'awiyeh bad conquered the country, when every
"rebel had submitted to him, when all .his opponents had sworn allegiance to
" him, and bis authority had been universally acknowledged, then his importance
" increased, his ambition spread wider, andboth he and his ~uccessors displayed
" the greatest magnificence in their court, and about their persons and retinue,
" as likewise in the number oí officers and great functionaries of the state. ,. At'
"first they contented themselves with the title oí Benú-I-khaldyif' (sons of
"the Khalifs)," but in process of time, when tbe limits ?f their empire had ,i.:/
" been considerably extended by their conquests on the opposite land of ,Africa',.6/
" they took the appellation of Khalifs and Omard-l~múmenín (Princes of th({ :~';

" believers). It is general1y known that the strength and solidityof the¡r/:.:.
" empire consisted principally in the policy pursued by these princes, ' the mag~>/{

" nificence and splendour with which they surrounded their court, the reverentiaJ '·f
" awe with which they: inspired their- subjects, the inexoraole rigouF with ;wHicH they:~',:~;
" chastised eve¡y aggression on théir rights, tlie impartialifI oí their judgment~,\i{
" their anxious solicitude in die observance of the civil law, their regard .. an

D l ec attention to the learned, whose opinions they respected and followed, calli~ ,

" tuem to their sittings and admitting them to their eouncils, and many othe'
"brilliant qualities; in proof of which frequent anecdotes occur in the -work
" of .Ibnu Hayyán and other writers , as, for instance, that whenever a jud ",
" summoned the Khalif, his son, or any of bis most beloved favourites, to app ::,,';
"in his presence as a witness in a judicial case, whoever was the indi~<:l,*.'. ':

" summoned would attend in person-if the Khalif, out oí respeet for the' ;~(~'
" -and if a subject, for fear oí incurring his master's displeasure~ ,: ' ?~. ·

" But when this salutary awe and impartial justice had vanished, the .d~

" of their empire began, and it was followed by a complete ruin. 1 have a.rre,ª~

" observed that the princes oí that dynasty were formerly styled , Omará-b",~:.

" khola~d (Amírs, sons oí the Khalifs),? but that in latter times they .á~' : . :;: ; ;; ~

" the title oí Omará.l-múmenín (Princes oí the believers). This continuedf cv

"the disastrous times oí the civil war, when the surviving ' members :of;(
" royal family hated each other, and when those who had neither the . ·;no~W

" nor the qualities required to honour the Khalifate pretended to it and :~~",'\l

DT

;
i
1.


