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' . ¡ce Orlike Ibn Zéydún,45 the authorof.anothereelebratedode, thelikeof which
"has never been written in point .of tendernessand melody, .and of .which the '

.' ~ , following verses form a ;part:,-' " : . ' , '., .. . " .

, W e passed the night alone, .with ,no óther companion .but 'friendship and ' .

". ' union r: and <whiiehappines,s ,',and ,slumber fied , .from vthe eyelids . ofvour
. "detractora, ,, ' . " , t • • , ,' r . ' . "

'. ' The shadows oí night retained us: in the secretbonds 'of'pleasure, until ,
:,' >" ithe -toIigue ofmorning begantóheraldournames.' 46, .. '. .. . 'H ..... . ' . .

".Where are your poets like Ibn Wahbrin; :who uttered extempore, and in the
'~ ' presence : : oí 'Al-m~'atamed: Ibil'Abbád, ', that :,' well-known ' composition which

': ~ , : begins thus-.; .-: .' .' , . ' .. ,. ' .
, Am 1 not taught that 'death .is the end oí man's .peregrination, and the

. ' .tomb is the 'habitation and comfort ofthe weak? . ,' ,. .
': :" And that, the .perils oí ,death and perdition are the best token .for the
, .brave that the reward after them is abundant ?'47 .. " .

., :: c:.' Where is .~ there 'a 'poet like':t he .poet. ofAndalus, Ibnu Darráj,4B .whom Ath-
.ce tlí'álebí49 pronounced to be , the .Motennabí óf'And~lus" :and who used to praise
,ce·kings 'in so eloquent a .strain :thati L'take' .my :mlth -if.:a "prince oí the Bení
ce Hamdán had heard him, he would undoubtedly' .have dismissed all the poets oí
,é ,' ~ his court ?' " '" , " r t: >

· · ;: , ~ ' · 'Name 'to , 'me >bne · ofyoun poets , who ' h as ' described 'the 'colour which 'a
"draught of purewine 'imparts -to tlie ,clieéKs :6f ·'the : arinKer; ~ iIr v~rsés similar .to

' ~ ' : these, which are' thedomposition ,ófthe SherIfAt-fulík.I" .. ..... . .... .
! .: ' :The' wine .; ,li~ú;,: coloured hischeeks, .like .a risíng s~' shining upon ¡his

, ,::' face ; ','the'· westis .his mouth; the 'east is the livelycup-bearer's hand.
, When thesun hadset behind .his mouth, it Ieft upon ,hischeeks a rosy

. " :t wilight .',~q : . . .' '.' ., .' - .. . ..

--: ;." C' : Canst thou point out 'to us apoet, who, in ,-the .act óf reciting .sorne ' verses in
.~ ~ public. rseeing '-the-' audienee ::show,'sígnsof .astonishment- and ,'disapprobation at

',c ~· hearing: him-compare' a-smiling mouth to thercamomile flower, the cheeks to
c~ anemones,' and the flowers oí agarden to stars ,"'uttered:·: extempore .the following

'. ce,verses iil"excus'e';-aS anexculpation forhaving used sueh comparisons? .
: : : ~ ( The fhst,'tomparing ;thelips to a: camomileflowervare as .follows: . .

," Morning has gone round like a cup-bearer with the vase oí , lig~t in her
: ,~, :'hand/ and from her copious pouring 'dayhas 'beeri-praduced. •,-',

C The gardens offer us their anemones, whose fra~~e 'pervades the ~ir,

' :', . ~ ~ :' '.~ ~, like'the 'perfume:of the sweetest amber. "';": ,.' . :'-:
. . ~ e Tell us, ,we asked, where is .the eamomile flower,?We wer.e a~swered,

~,.. .



[BOOK 1.HISTORY ' OF THE MOHAMMEDAN40

e 1 left it behind, 1 destine it for .the lips of him who shall taste the
e cupo

e The drinker then tried to deny her words; and from their mutual
, smiles dawn was produced.' 51

"The following is his apology for comparing the flowers to stars :-, :
e Dew is making the round of these gardens, and morning has exercised

e her power on the flying shadows of night.
, The jars of scented wine are ,only waiting for the arrival . ofacup, to put

e us in possession of their inviting contents. .
e When the stars in our globe vanish before our eyes, it is not .in the West

e that they hide their luminous orbs; indeed they come to deposit them in ­
, the midst of these parterres.' 52

" This is his excuse for using anemones in comparison with cheeks-'
.e The gardens shine with anemones, and the light fresh gales are perfumed

e with their scent. '. .
, When I. visited them the clouds had just been beating the flowers, ' and

, making them as deeply tinged as the bestwine.
, What is their crime ? said 1, and Iwas told in answer they stole from

e the cheeks. of the fair their beauty.' 53

" But it is high time tlíat 1 should lay down fhe reins of poetry which 1 have·lield
~c so long in ID); hand, añd that 1 should pro éeed to the . description of themag- .
" nificent cities, well populated ilistricts, rertile fields, impregrÍable castles, copious

l
" riv:ers, luxuriant valleys, well cultivated plains, a,nd inaccessible mountains, inall
" of which this country is as superior to thine as day is to night, as the líon is to
" the ant, as the hawk to the sparrow, as the spirited horse to thabroken-down "
"ass. 1 shall begin.with Cordova, the court of the Khalifs of the West.

" Cordova was in former times the seat of the Andalusian empire, the repository i­

" of science, the minaretof piety and devotion; the abode oí magnificence, su- :f ~,

" periority, and elegance. It was the dwelling-plaoe oí the first conquerors, and or,;';;"
" their followers, and became afterwards the court of the Sultá~s of the house of\::<
"1\lerwán. Among its numerous advantages, that of having been thedomicile :of;"~'
,e the famous traditionists, Yahya Ibn Yahya 54 • and 'Abdu-l-málik Ibn Habíb,55 ti~:L

N both of whom held traditions from the mouth of Málik IbnAns, is not the leaSt::
" important. . . . . . . '.

ee They say that when Ibnu Sáreh," 'the poet, entered Cordova, he extemporized.
" the fol1owing verse : . " . , ' ." . ,' , ,.,'

, God be praised, 1 am in Cordova, the abode of sci~nce, the ' throne ;of th~t
e Sultáns! "
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.« Cordova may beproperly called .the .military camp -of .Andaiu~ ,. since it was
' ,e at one time the conimon meeting-place oí those splendid armieswhich~ ' witlí
" the help of God, defeatedat every encounter ·the worshippers of tlie ,·crucified.

,'" .I t is ' said of Al-mansúr i Ibn-Abi' :'A'mir, that.rwhen. his authority had been
" firmly established both in Andalus and in Africa, and his armies and treasures
" had beenconsiderably .increased; heheld a general review of histroops previous "
" to an incursion.which hemeditated into the enerny's territory (which was carried
" into effect, and the country subdued). ' The mnnber of troops which, fr~m' the

. "various provinces of.the-empire.nssemblod 00 the outskirts of Cordova outhis
," memorable oocasionjs generally, stated at 600,000 foot, and200,OOO horse."?

~ "It is true .that since. that time the glory and power , of Cordovavhas been
," considerably reduced, but. itsprecincts still . .swarmvwith valiant soldierswho .
" are 'continually coming to blows with the infldelrand 'whose hands are never
" at rest, and many acaptain might benamedinto whose heart fearin éver
" entered, and whose nameis wel1known in the distant Christian kingdoms,
" where the.:memory of his deeds will .live for ever.

" Thave hea~tl also of'its famous. mosque, which was Iighted withbronze lamps
" fiarle out of Chris tian bells; and of the great- addition made to it by Al-mansür,
" which' wasentirely. built with the materials ,of demolished . churches brought
" to ordova on the heads ,oí GJhFistian .captives. " : e ' a

~, 1 nave heard jt said thaf tñecities:.ofi Coraova, 2tz-zahrá anCl , ~z-,záhirah,

" together covered at one time á,piece oí ground measuring t<~n miles·in length,
" which distance might betraversed at night by' the lightof'Iamps.rplaced close

T.. "oneto ·another.58 ' ![haveheard: also oí its magnificent ,bridge,: and' oí .the
"innumerable mills which the river puts injnotion, and ,which;are estimated at
" no less than five thousand. . 1 have heard of its canbániyah~9 . (meadow), and
"of the great fertility withwhichiGod Almightyhasendowed ,the earth of .its
" districts, and theabundance and good quality of grain and other agricultural
" productions which it yields every year. ' , ~ "

" Every one who has been in Cordova must have heard of the mountains called
"Jebalu-l-warad (themountains of the rose),owing to the innumerable rose trees
ce, that grow on them. Indeed their -mnnbers are',.so surprisingcthat although a
" roba '(five-and-twenty pounds weight) 60 oí. rose Ieaves' .will at times fetch at

, " Cordova 'four ',dirhems, or , perhaps more, which .makes ita .great -soú rce of
:, " revenue toproprietors, yetno one ,prevents ~he people fromiplucking them on

" .his grounds. '
:- ~ ' The Gl.ladalquivit .at Cordova is by nomeans so fine a stream asit is at

"Seville, .yet its waters are sweeter, and' there is noto so much danger oí being
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" drowned; its banks aré besides more pleasant, being covered with orchards,
" plantations, and pastures, which en1iven the eyes oí the spectators, and have the .
" most brilliant effect." The preceding has been copied literally from Ash-shakandí.

The character oí the Cordovans is thus 'described by Ibnu Sa'íd. "They are
" very fond of power, and haughty, but at the same timemodest; riches and
" science among them are hereditary, and they exhibit as much zeal in the
" gaining of the former as in the acquirement of the latter. They aregenerous,
" hrave, and kind to theirequals or inferiors; but they are tbe worst people on
" earth to obey, and the most difficult to be governed: indeed their disobedience
" to their kings and rulers has becomealmost proverbial. · In proof thereof 1 .
" shall quote here the words attributed to Sidí Abú Yahya," brother of the Sultán
" Ya'kúb Al-mansúr. He had been governor of Cordova for sorne time, and when
" on his return to Africa he was asked to give his opinion on the people of .
" Cordova, he is said to have answered,-' They are like the carnel, which fails
" not to complain whether thou diminishest 01' increasest its load, so that there
" is no knowing what they like, to give it them, nor whatthey dislike, to avoid
"it. It seems as if God Almighty had created them to be continually engaged
" in war, 01' in the midst of civil dissensions: indeed in this respect they are worse
" thah the people of Irák. . They; say that 1 have been removed because 1 treated
" them with too mu óh severity, and yet they solicit me to r éturn to them, lJut
" my answer is,-die scalded cat dreads toe fire.' "62

Cordova was the city, of all the earth, where the greatest number ofhooks was ....
to be found. Abú-l-fadhl At-tífáshi 63 ' relates the following anecdot~ :-. "1 was .
" once before Al-mansúr Ya'kúb when a dispute arose between the faquih .Abú-l-:.

" walíd Ibn Roshd and the Káid Abú Bekr Ibn Zohr, and the .former .said, in
" praise of Cordova, '1 know not what thou sayest, hut what Iknow isfhat when
" a learned man dies .at Seville, and bis .heirs wish to sell his lihrary, they
" generally send it to Cordova to he disposed of, and when on the contrary a '?;,'
" musician dies at Cordova, and his instruments are to he sold, the custom is ' "
,e to send thern to Seville.' "

But of the cultivation of science in Andalus, and espeeially .in Cordova, aswell
as the description of its great mosque.fhe famous bridge, the royal seat of l\1edínatuJ ':<-i:;
z-zahrá, and so forth, it is our 'intention to treat in a separate -chapter oí thi§:;, ~)t

work (if God Almighty permit us). ' The cities formerly belonging to the juris~;:; ·¡t·

diction of Cordova were Ezija,64 Bolcún," Ronda, Cabra,Gháfek,66 AI-modovar,67:}:.~

Estepa, Baena, Lucena, Alcozer.68 "

Another of the great cities ofAndalus is Gharnáttah (Granada) ; which SODlJ.'."
authors are of opinion ought to be written with a ham:za, A'gharnáttah,69 aword~

Granalla.

I

"

I
I

,!
il
t,
, '.

ti ' .
,"

r

l. •



CHAPo II.J ·.. DYNASTiES IN. SPAiN. · . '· 43

whichmeans a pomegranate in theIanguage ofthe Christians. ; If -that .city could
reckon no other .honour but that of having been.the birth-placeof theWizír
Lisánu-d-dín Ibnu-l-khatíÍb,· that alone would be súfficient. ·'. .. .

The .following versescf an Andalusian poet ~in .show the. ·great éstimation ' in
which this city washeld ,by them, . , '

." ;Granada has not its like in the-world; .neither Cairo, Baghdád, nor
"Damascus, can compete with it. " . . I

,~ We can only give an idea of.its great value by comparingit to a beautiful
'c, bride, of whose dower those countries should form part." 70 . .

Lisánu-d-din, in one oí his poetical compositions, where he .introduces some
- verses in praise of Granada, has the following: ' . .

. ,e What has Cairo to boast of with her:Nile, since Granada has one thousand
" Niles within its Shenil."

But in order to understand this it is necessary that the reader should know that
.the .numerical value ?f the .letter shin (which is the first in theword Shenil) is
among the western Arabs one thousand, so that when ·.we say Shenil '11 it is as if
we said one thoüsand Niles,

Shenil 'is not the only river 'that passes by Granada; according to Ibnu Málik
Ar-ro'ayní ~hereisanotherconsiderable stream called Daroh(Darro), and number-

·less brooks ;'72 . several bridges for the use of the inhabitants are erected over them. '
When the traveller IbnuBattúttah 73 a rrivea ,,in ~naalus bn' bis return .from his

' long travels, he ,visited Granada, which he 'describes in the followíng.. terms~ .
(( 6ranada:' i s the capital of Andalus and the . liusband ~f .its cities, .its environs

· "are a 'delightful garden, covering a space of forty miles.iand have not . their
"<equal in the world. , 1t is intersected by the ' well..known river Shenil and
" .other considerable .streams, and surrounded on every side by or,chards, ·gardens,

· (( groves; palaces, and "vineyards. . One of the most pleasant spots in ,its neigh­
" bourhood is that known by the name of. :'Aynu:l-adamar (the fountain 'oí tears),?'
" which is.a spring of cold and limpidwater placed in the midst of groves and

. ." gardens." ..... . . . , .
": ' All authors . agree in designating Granada by the Dame ' of Shám (that is,

Damascus), although they 'ditrer as to -the way in ' whieh it acquired that name;
.sorne pretending that the district ofElvira, ·..of which Granada was formerly a
dependencyv .was :called .so from the Arabs of Damascus ..having settled in it at
the timeof the conquest ;while others refer its origin to the striking 'similitude
which that city.bears to the .capital of .Syria, in the numberlessbrooks thatwind
through its meadows, and the infinite nu~ber of trees withwhich -its territory is .
.covered.r v'I'he-author oi. the ÑlirtháJu-l-j akar 75 (open way te reflection) concurs
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in the latter opinion, hut the former is the most common , besides, the opinions
oí these authors may be easily reeoneiled, for Ibnu Málik Ar-ro'ayní says that the
people of Damaseus were sent thither on accountof thesimilitude the country
around Elvira bore to the place of their birth, and thus both the above-mentioned
circumstances might he pointed out as having led to the origin of its name.

Elvira was an ancient city close to the site now occupied by .Granada; this is
sufficiently demonstrated by the words oí Ibnu-l-khattib, Ibnu .Iazzí-l-kelbi.?" Ibnu
Sa'íd, and almost every author whohaswritten on the subject, and who a1l
unanimously agree in saying that Elvira existed before Granada, and that when .
As-sanhájí 77 founded the latter city, built its cassába, and surrounded it with walls,
the inhahitants of Elvira removed to Granada. Bádis," son oí As-sanhájí, went on
building and increasing his new capital until it reached the degree of splendour and
magnificence to which it was brought by the Sultáns of the Merinite dynasty, in
whose time Granada became the meeting-place of the Moslems, the resort of their
troops and armies, and the strong bulwark oí Andalus; for when theFranks
subdued the greater part of Andalus the inhabitants oí the conquered cities and
districts all flocked to it as a place oí security and protection.

' :ftt sorne distance fromGranada 'to the south-east are the mountains called
Sholayr,79 whose crests are covered with snow all the year rounde the snow, adds
AT-ro'ayní, congeals so hard tliat it oecomes as impenetrable as fh é rock i self. ~hese ,

mountains are nevertheless innaoitea by a race of stout áríd hardy people, and the
soil produces the most exquisite fruits, and many exotic plants of India, although
none of its drugs. According to sorne authors the nurnber oí towns and villages
over wliich Granada extended its jurisdiction was two hundred and seventy.

We shall terminate our account oí Granada with the words oí Ash-shakandí in
his risáleh (epistle). "Granada," he says, "is the Damascus oí Andalus, it is
" the delight of the eyes and the place oí contemplation of the soul, It has a .),
" cassába with high walls and strong buildings, and a riverwhich intersects its 2'{
" markets, streets, and houses, supplies with water its baths and mills inside and ),ii

'" outside of the walls, and winds through the gardens and orchards oí its meadow. }/;
" God has besides ornamented Granada by making it a sort of watch-tower 80 in}':
" the midst of its extensive plain, where the rnelted gold oí its rivers flows betwixt >:']:
" the emeralds oí its trees, where the sweet gales oí itsNejdS1 (or mountainousf
"district) cool and perfume the airo Indeed, what with · its luxuriant gardens ';~:'

" and its majestic cypress trees, the prospect is so fine that both the heart and the, '~"j

" eyes are suspended in a ·kind of silent admirationv .and the soul .is wrapped.'u.pf-f
" in the contemplation oí its manifold beauties. The soil .is .sofertile that every "
" thing which is required for man's comfort or delight grows in it.. lt is not:
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"~~nting in"illu~trioúsiridividualsof allkinds ; great ulemas; distinguished poets, '
. " accomplished soldiers, roen fit inevery respect .to serve as models, are born inIt;
. « and hád it received no other favour from Gqd than that oí bis having made it the
. "birth-place oí so many poetesses as .adorned' its soil, such as -Nazhún.s? Al-ka-
"la'iyeh,~3 Zeyriab, daughter of . Zeyád,84 ~ Hafsah Ar-raküníyeh, daughter of
~'Al-hejjáj,85 and many others, thisindeed would be suffícientto honour it, for ·all
'.' these womeri, andmany more whose names have inot . reach~d ·· us, mayfor their' ·
" wit and literary compositions be placed:among the greatest poets .of the time.' . Or ·
." ifnot; can any thingmore ingenious orwitty :be'imagined than theanswerHafsah 1

" gave toothe Wizír and -Poet rAbu Ja'far;" son 'of ·t he· Káid Abú Merwán Ibn
~' : ·Sa'íd, when, after separating at Maumal, wherethey had met and passed the night,
" he' asked her to describe in verse the garden, the .brooks, the cypresses, the sweet.. .
" 'smelling gale, and all thebeauties of that enchanting spot.

'God has given liS a pIacid and vbeautíful: night ; .' we have seen the
.. " cypressesof MaumaI •. ,

. ',IncÍining their heads. :before .the .mountain breeze, the · sweet-perfumed
., gaJes tliat smell of gillyflower, '.

' 'Fhe dové- singing rher-Iove on the branchesoí the dauh, and the sweet
. .' basilinclining itsboughs to the limpid brook.'
'c. ·A fewdays aftertheirseparationAbü MeIivári addressed.to her some verses on .

" the samesubject, knowing tlíafsH~ ' would answer Him; wIíen:shewrote 'to him
'.' these threeverses. rwhich arereally invaIuable. .

" 'By thy life (thou .sayest) thal ··the .garden' has':been. rejoiced with . our
.. ' .a~rival ; .'1 say," on the contrary, that it.has ':only .shown us .hatred and .m. .

~ wilL
c. The ..brook :has 'not murmuredwith pIeasure at .ouriapproach; the dove

...' ~ sung only to theobject of her .love. .
. , Heaven did not diminish the number. of its stars, thatwe might observe it

. ' more freely.' " ,. . . ..
Among 'the districts appertaining to Granada" the following ·deserve more par­

. ticularmention.' .Ist . That of. Loshah .(Laxa), ' wheric~ , the WizÍrLisánu-d;.dín
...draws his origin, and whieh extends a considerable distance through .the .country,

'comprising mariy 't owns,: villages, and ' castles. The capital Loxa 87 stands on a
charming ,spotorithe:banksof.theriver of Granada (the Shenil), and in the

.... midst of groves,and brooks of limpid water. ' The distance from Loxa to Granada

. is.oneday's ·march'. ,2nd. Beghah, .óomrnonly- called Beighah, and the patronymie
formed 'from.:which isBeyghy.' <'::Th é capital 'ofthis district '¡S .the town oí Beghah

. ··.·.·· ,cVega),·whose.envit-ons abound in wheat 'and'fruits,' and arewateredby many springs
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which irrigate and fertilize .the neighbouring fields. lts territory produces also ex":
cellent saffron. 3rd. That ofWádi-ash(Guadix), which otherscall Wádiu-l-eshit,88

and the capital of which is the city of that name, (Guadix,)a very fine city sur- .
rounded by orchards and brooks. The inhabitants are endowed with the gift of
poetry, and great love for the sciences; the poet Abú-l-hasán IbnNasr,89 describing
this city, gives the following verses in praise of its rivera .. .

" O W ádiu-l-eshit l my .soul falls into ecstasies whenever 1 think of the
" favours the Almighty has lavished upon thee.

" By God, thy shade at noon,when the rays of the sun are the hottest, is so
" fresh that those who walk on .thy banks cannot stop to converse together.

" The sun itself, seeking a remedy to its own ardour, directs its course
" through thy shadowy bed.

" Thy current smiles through .the prismatic bubbles of the waters like the
" skin of a variegated snake.

" The trees that hang over thy soft inclined banks are so many steps to
" descend to thy bed, while their boughs covered with blossom, and devoured
" by burning thirst, are perpetually drinking of thy waters." 90

But this enchanting river is not the only gift which God has lavished upon that
privileged land. The district of Guadix is besides famous for its p,ure and wholesome
air, its sweet waters, the delicacy of its fruits and vegetables, the ricliness of its
mines, and the great profusion of medicinal plants that grow in its soil.91 It
extends its jurisdiction over many towns and castles; among the latter is Hisn­
~aliánah,92 a fortress which is almost as large as a city, and whence the celebrated
apples called Al-jaliání take their name. Hisn-Jaliánah is twelve milesdistant from
Guadix. Another of the peculiarities oí this district is that it contains oneof the
two chesnut trees that are.famous all over Andalus for their size, and are described ...
by several authors, and among others by Ibnu Jazzí-l-kelbí, the editor of the '•.

Travels of Ibuu Battúttah." whose words are as follow r-s-" Arriongthe wonders 0[:

" Andalus, one is the two chesnut trees, in the trunk of which a weaver may sit
" weaving ; this is a known fact." One of these prodigious trees is to berseen
on a mountain in the neighbourhood of Guadix, the other is in the Al-busherah 91 ..
(Alpuxarra) of Granada. ' . ..

Al-munékab 95 (Almuñecarj is a .sea-port belonging also to the governrrient
Granada. 1t was there that 'Abdu-r-rahmán Ad-dákhel first landed when he ~~~._~ -....,...
from Africa to conquer Andalus.

Another of the great cities belonging .to the central division was
(Toledoj." which at the beginning oí the6th century of the Hijrabecame
capital of a kingdom founded by the Bení Dhi-l-min.v' one of .fhe petty uvnasnes

Toledo.
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. which sprung out oí. the ruins of the Cordovan Khalifate..-. .Kaysar '(Cresar), who is
·said to have founded Toledo, called it in his language .ZaleyÚzh,98 which means in

. ' Arabio "thou'art content;" but in the course o~ time 'the .name was corrupted by
the Arabs, who changed it into Toleytalah (Toledo).

During the reign of BenÍ Umeyyah aIl the'territories subject to Toledow~r~desig­
nated under the generic name~f Al-tkagheru-l-adání, or lowerfrontier, to distinguish
it from Saragossa and its districts, which were calledAl-thagh~ru-l~a'alí, or upper
frontier.Toledo was furtherknowu under thename ofMed{nátu-l~molúk,the city
of the .kings, owing to its havíng'been the courtof seventy-two kíngsofvarious .

.' infidel dynasties. '. . Wehave said elsewhere that the Gothsmade 'it t heir 'capital ; .it ..
. .is .also suppos~d to have .been for sorne . time the residence of Suleymán, son oí .

·Dáúd, (on whom ,be peace!) as well as -of Jesus, son of Mariam, and Dhú-l-kameyn '
(Alexander). u was there that Tárik, son of Zeyád, found the table of Suleymán,

· which fonned part of thetreasures which Ishbán, king of the 'Romana, .and founder
· of Ishbíliah.Tas we have said elsewhere.) : brought from the sack of Jerusalem. The
table was made out oí one solid emerald, and when presented by Músa to the Khalif
Al-walíd wa~ valued at one hundred thousand gold dinárs. .It is generally believed

n~w to be atRorire, but God only knows. .. This inestimable jewel was not the only
.treasurewhich Tárik found at Toledo; there were among other things one hundred
and seventy royal diadems, set with pe.arls,rubies, alúl .otlíerprecious stones; , a, .

spacious .templeall filled with.gold .and silver vases, , ~hich temple is further sai~ to
hav::e Been of such dimensions as to nave affórdedt wlien its riches w~re ' removed,
.sufficient room for.the Arab cavali~rs to e~ercise in .thro~ng . the spear and other

· military sports. This latter circumstance indeed 'would seem a~ost incredible, had
.. it . not been related by trustworthy people andeye-witnesses.ButGod . is all~

knowing. . '.
Toledo is built on thebanksof the river Tajoh (Tagus)" over which there once

· stood a magnifícentbridge, consisting ~f .only one arch, supported by ..large stone
piers onboth sides of the river, It measured three hundred bá'as in length, and
eighty in ;; width ; but when theAIclr Mohammed besieged and- took Toledo he '

ordered the bridge to .be destroyed. " . , " .
•The Amír 'Abbás lbn Firnás has alluded 'to the taking Q( Toledo .and the de-

struction of its bridge in the fol1owing verses: , '. .
"",' When mornÍI~g came Tol~doappeared . deserted,and (likea bird) in .the

.. ,,' claws ofa falcon. . ..
. ': u ' Its -houses .uninhabited; itsstreets without people, the wholecity as ,

. " '.empty·and as silent as a tomb. . ". .. , . .
. "The wrath of heaven has fallen heavily upon it , ev~n ' the bridge through "
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" which the inhabitants held eommunieation with the infidels has notbeen
" spared." 99

AH authors who have deseribed Toledo say that ithas pleasant orehards, a
beautiful river, gardens, graves, fine fruits of every kind and deseription; that
its jurisdiction embraces extensive districts, good arable lands, rieh meadows and
pastures, fine cities, and strong eastles: one oí the peeuliarities of the place
being that wheat will keep under ground for a greatnumber of years without
decaying, and is transmitted in inheritance from father to son as any other article .

. oí property. The saffron, of which large quantities are yearly exported in caravans,
is of itself a souree oí wea1th to the inhabitants, as well as the .tincture made
with it, and which dyes of a beautiful butter colour.

The two following v;erses of an Andalusian poet on Toledo deserve to be tran­

scribed here.
c, Toledo surpasses in beauty the most extravagant descriptions. She is

" indeed the city of pleasures and delight. .
" God has lavished upon her all sorts oí ornaments; he has given her her

" walls for a turban, her river for a girdle, and the branches of trees for
" stars." 100

The cities depending up'0n Toledo are Wádi-l-hajérah (Guadalaxara), Kal'atu
Rabáh 101 (Calatrava), and others; but we shall not say at present any more aboüt

Toledo, and will return fo lt in the course of our narrative when we relate sorne
oí the events that tOOK. place within its walls.

~he city oí Malakah (l\1alaga) is another of tlie great capitals eornprised in this
division; we shall describe it in the words of Ash-shakandí, the author to .whom

frequent allusion has been already made in the course of this work. "Malaga,"

he says, "unites .Iand and sea prospects, thus partaking of the advantages and
" productions of both; its environs are so covered with vines and orehards as to

" make it almost impossible for the traveller to discover a piece oí ground which
" is not cultivated. lts towers, which 1 have seen, are like the stars in the sky--.·.. .

" as numerous, and shining as bright. It is interseeted by ariver which comes
" to visit it in two seasons of the year-in winter and in the .sp ring, when, rolling ..,:..,:
" its precipitous waters through deep ravines and down Iofty hills, it empties:X,~?r

" them into the sea within the very preeincts of the eity. , But what ranks Malaga ~·:'J;;:

.,'. far aboye any other country in the world is its figs called ·Ar-rayí, from Rayah,l02; , <::~::;ii

" which was the aneient name of the city; 1 was told that they may be procured.Ji{:¡;
" in Baghdád, where they are considered as the greatest delieacy, and as toth~ 'i·:X

" quantity annually exported by sea both in Moslem and Christianvessels, it :'i$;:.~

" so enormous that 1 shall not venture upon acomputation, for .fear of falling shoI1:Y~~

: ¡ ,
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, "~f the real mumber. ' .During my .resid énce -in that city 1 ' o~ce travelled along '.
. '" thesea coast from Sohayl to Tish,103 a distance ofthree days' march, and '1

. C' , declare .1 saw nothing relse on the road butfig trees, whose branches, loaded
" '·'With fruit, almost t óuched the .ground, sothat .fhe :little urchins of the villages

.. '" ."plucked them without the least trouble, besides the great numbers that were
'" scattered on the .ground. .Those of Tish are .reckoned to 'be the ·best ; it was
ce of one of these figs that a Berber said, when he was asked :how he liked it,

'. " , thou 'askest 'me how 1 like it, and it has all melted down my throat,'and, by .
· ce Allah, 'the .Berberwas "right ,: for 1 Ii.ever tasted "better, figs -in mY.1ife, ·and
." besides they are a blessing which God has refused to bis country (Africa). '

" Another of the peculiarities of Málaga is the fabric oof allowed and 'forbidden
" liquors, that .·called 'Malaga win~'" having .become proverbial. 'Aú anecdote

· " is told of a Khalif, who, being on bis ' death-bed, and on the point of breathing
"bis .last, was induced (as is the general custom) ' to ask -,the favours of God
ce· befare departing from this life. ..They say , that 'the 'Khalif, raising his hand,
" exclaimed. , .~ O Lord! . among themanydelightful things which thyparadise
" contains 1 aSK thee for Málaga wine and Seville oil.'

..' " ~al?ga isalso .fámous forits manufactures oí silks of all colours and patterns,
" sorne of which are 'so rich .that a suitmade out of them will 'cost mány .
" thousands ; :such are the brocades ,with beáutifdl drawings, and the names oí
"Khalifs, A:inírs, and other wealthy :people, woy-en into tliem.104

" All the coast ofMalaga may be compared to a port,:so ..full is it at all times
" of vessels belongi.ng either to the Moslems 01' to the Christians."

¡ ' , :Tlius far Asn-sHa'Kanaí; -what follows is borrowed from other writers. v.
, Malaga figs are famous all over the world for their sweetness and , flavour;

· they .are exported as faras India; China, and other remote countries,- and are
universally acknowledged to be superior to any growing in other 'lands. The
poet iAbú-l-hej áj Yúsef, son of.fhe Sheikh Al-balawí,'?' quoted by Ibnu Sa'íd

and other writers, says, speaking of them-. -
"Malaga indeed bestows life with its figs ; . but it also causes rdeath rby ,

"them. . . . '. . . '. . ' ' .
'ce During my·illness my physician forbade meto eat them; how little does

.. .: " he care for my life !~' , ...., . .. . .' ,. . . '. . . . .. .

. "Another poet, the Imám and preacher Abú 'Abdi-l-wahháb, from Malaga, has said,
" ,Hems has no figs .equal to those of Malaga, but 'its oils deserve particular

''. mention." 106

. H ems is here .íntendedfor Seville, a city which ,was c all,ed so owing to a party
ofSyrians fromHems ~ (Emesa) having settled in it soon after the conquest.

, . .. . I
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The compiler oí the travels oí Ibnu Battúttah, who quotes the preceding verses,
attributes the first to thepreacher Abú Mohammed'Abdu-l-wahháb, a native oí
Malaga; the second he gives as the composition of the Kádí Abú 'Abdillah ~n
'Abdi-l-málik, but God only knows.

The said Ibnu Battúttah, or rather the editor oí his travels, describes this city
in the fol1owing terms: "Malaga," he says, "is one oí the principal cities of
" Andalus; it has an excellent territory, andabounds in fruits of all sorts ; . 1
" saw once eight ratl 107 of gi::apes sold in its market forone smalldirhem i . the
" celebrated pomegranate named Al-mursí, and another kind called Al-yac6tí (the
" ruby-coloured), grow on its soil; figs and almonds form a considerable staple
" of trade, and are exported in great quantities to distant countries in ' the East .'
"and West, as also its golden pottery, ' which "is quite wonderful. It has a .
" largemosque, jámi', very much renowned for its sanctity, with a very fine
" opencourt, allplanted with beautiful orange trees."

To the west of Malaga .lies an extensive district which comprises many towns
and viIIages, and is known by the name of Sohayl,!" owing to a certain mountain
there, which is said to be the on1y spot in Andalus from whence thestar SohayI '
(Canopus) is visible. To the east, on the sea shore, is the city of Belesh 109 (Velez),
which very much resembles l\1alaga in the abundance and good quality of its "
fruits; farther on,'on the coast, is NerjaH (Nerja),110 wHich Ibnu Sa'íd describes as
a very large tOWII, ' almost resembling a city in size, surrounded by orchards and .. .
gardens, and with a river so p1easant that it tempts the traveller to halt on its .;)J..
banks. Another fine town depending upon l\1alaga is that .·of ·Al-hamah 111 ' ~ " ~~~

(Alhama), where there are springs oí hot water close to the .. banksof theriver.:::'/f
But let us pass to the description of Almeria. , ,

Almeria . Al-meriyah (Almeria) is situate at thebottom oí a deep valley formed by two:,'?
mountains, on one oí which stands the famous castle of Kheyrán, so well known/r
by its strength. This castle was built during the Khallfate oí' ;'Abdu-r-rahmán/~)

An-~ássir, but was afterwards considerably improved and enlarged by Kheyránll~¡;,

the Sclavonian, a freedman ofAl-mansúr Ibn Abí 'A'mir,who,having usurpedj
the royal power, appointed his friends and adherents to the government ·of th~,: '

principal .cities, and gave to this Kheyrán that oí Almeria, where, during .t~~;r:

civil war which followed the death oí Al-mansúr, he declared himself independeIlf:;~i

The castle 'was named after mm. ' On the other mountain isbuilt oneotth.ef;~
I . ~ . ~

suburbs, which, together with the city, is enclosed within very strong WallS:~-f;

Almeria, on the whole, is a very ·'strong place, for besides its fortifications,axidY
the high towers that surround it on every side, the city is as -it were enclose : ':~

within a natural barrier formedby .immense primitive rocks, .as sharp andnak~ "
as if they had been passed through a sieve. ..'.

él'
','

i :

l . '

Ir..~ . )

H
r



¡ -

CHAP. · 11.] . ' DYNASTIES IN , SPAIN• .· . 51

All authors agree in saying that the inhabitants of Almeria 'were 'at 'one -t ime '
the wealthiest people in allAndalus, and those who carried -on the most extensive

'. trade, owing to which the population is said to have been veryconsiderable.jmd
.' the number of public baths .and inns . to have amounted to no less ,than .one
, thousand. . without counting those of its western suburb, called Rab~dhu-l-haus

(the suburb oí .the cistern) ,which was al~oamply provided with .in~s: markets,
public baths, and manufactures of all kinds. ' . .
, . The river, which 'is th~ same 'ás at Berja,!" also ,contributes'·.no ,Httle , t~ the
ornament of the city and its environs, for oout oí- the one hundredand twenty

.mileawhich makaup the length of its 'course, the last forty, before reachingthe
" sea, are througp. ' orehards, gardens. : and groyes, .where the singing birds delight
, with their harmony the ears of .the traveller. '

, We find in a certain author that ,one of ·the gates of Almeria was called
Bábu-l-'oká~ (the gate of the eagle), .owing to a figure of this bird which .stood
on the top ofit from times of old, and was .beautiful to behold. ' This; however,

'" was -not the, only ancient relic t~ be found 'in the city, for it abounded ~ in old .. '

remains of buildings, and all along the coast might be seen wonderful palaces
and otlier stupendous structures of the ancient kings of the country. ,

Tliere .was in · Almeria adock-yard 114 where very fine vessels were built , the
coast was safe and well frequented, . 'But whatmade Alnieriá superior to any

, other 'city in 'the worId was its W'arióu~ ' J!.lanufactures ~f ' silks .and otlier ~rticIes

of dress, such as .the~íbáj, 115 wliich is a so~t . of silken .cloth &urpassing in qual~ty

and durability any thitigelse manufactured .in -other . co~nt~es ; the tiráz,116 that
costIy stuff on Whicll tlie names ofSultáns, Princes, and-other wealthy individuals

, are inscribed, and.of which no less than eight hundred looms exísted at on é time-s-
ofmore inferior silks, such as .the holol,117 and brocades, there .were one thousand

, .lcoms, .the .same number were continually employed,inweaving the stuffs called
"iskalátón.118 ,' .There were also one fhousand for weaving robes called Al-jorjání

(Georgían), and another thousand for those called Isbahání (from Isfahán), and
a similar num:ber,for the 'Atábí.119 The manufacture oí damask ·.for curtains ~ and

, , turbans for the women, of gay and dazzlingcolours, employed a number of hands
equal to that of those engaged in the manufacture of the above-mentionedarticles.
AImeria was also famous for the fabrieation of all sorts of vases and utensils,

, whether of iron, ·copper, .or glass. .
.. .i\.ll fruits growing on its soil partakeof a sweetness and flavour rarely 'to be met

, '. .with in other countries ; to describe thero all would be ahopeless task ; the reader .
whowishes to acquire more information on the subject may consult anexcellent

',history of this city composed .by ·Abú Ja'far Ibn Khatimah.P" withthis title,
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"Advantages of Almeria over other cities in Andalus." It is a very . thick
volume, of which we possess a copy, but it is in África with the rest of our
Iibrary , we trust in God, who has the powerof collecting what is scattered
and joining what is separated, that he ' will restore us to the possession of our
books and chattels.

But we cannot leave the description of this city without copying the words
of Ash..shakandí, for although by following this method we may now and then
be guilty of repetition, yet it is evident that our information is ·considerably
increased by comparing the accounts of different wríters. · . "Almeria," says
Ash-shakandí, "is ' an opulent and magnificent city, whose fame has spread far
"and wide. God has endowed its inhabitants with various gjfts,such as a
" temperate climate, and abundance of fruits; they are handsome, well made,
" good natured, very hospitable, very much attached to their friends; and are .
ee aboye all things very refined in their manners, and very elegant in their dress.
" Its coast is the finest in all the Mediterranean, as well as the safest and the '"
" most frequented.

" In Almeria are found agates of different sbades, which the nobles and other
" wealthy people of Morocco put in their bardrid,121 as also the polished marbles
"called Al-malúlií (Royal). Its river, called Wddi Bejénah,122 . is one of the
"pleasantest streams in the world, botli its banKs being planted witll ofchards; "
"gardens, and trees, so tliat it Iooks Iike a half-smiling mouth in the midst
" of two rosy., cheeks covered with whiskers; and certainly the poet was right <>'

l ec wHo, des~ribing the territ?ry washed by this river, said, . ' ;'. . ';.,X,

, It is a land where if thou walk the stones are pearls; the dust lS musk; >.y
, and the gardens paradises.' 123 . ' . . ..: .,.','

" Almeria was at one time under the sway oí the famous Káid Ibn Maymún;t2~I:
" who made himself so conspicuous by the great naval victories he gained over th~: ':~ '"
'" Christians, and who, scouring the seas in all directions, stopped the .navigation'l
" of the infidels, ruined their trade, made an .incursion into Romaniah (ItalyY, 'i'
". attacked . its ports, and filled the hearts of the inhabitantswith terror and
"consternation. Such was the terror of bis name that, quoting the words-of

" a poet, . ..
, If the enemy was awake, be dreaded him,-. if asleep, .bis sharp-edged sw~r4

e played upon his throat.' 125 . . . , :,;-)¡(

" Almeria was the greatest mart ínAndalus; Christians oí all nationstcam,
" to its port to buy and sell, and they had factories 126 established in 'it .: ' Fro ~i ~

" thence the Christian merchante who carne to its port travelled to other paf '
" and rnarkets (in the interior oí the country), where they loaded .tbeir vesse
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"~th such goods a~ they wanted, ,.owing 'to : which, and to 'its being a very
"opulent and large city, filled with passengers andmerchants, the produce of
"the tithe imposed upon the goods .and paid by the Christian merch~nts

, ' ce",amounted to ·very "considerable , surns, .and .exceeded thatcollected in any
" 'other sea-port. ' , -, ,

" Costly. silken rones oí the brightest colours are manufactured in . Almeria." ,
Thus far Ash-shakandí. , 1

Sorne of the districts -surrounding Almeria deserve mention, One of them is
that of Berjah (Berja),where lead is to be , found in 'great abundance, Its capital,
Berja, is situate ona very prettyriver called Wádi-'Adhra 127 (the river oí Adra), "

, whose banks are covered with trees and flowers. ~ poet has said very happily,
ce When one comes to Berja on the road to Almeria there is no remedy

" but to stop there and desist from the journey,
" For indeed its houses and gardens are so many paradises, while the roads

, " leading to them are so many hells." 128 ,

Hisn-Shínsh 129 is afine town distant one day's march from Almeria. ,Its territory
abounds in mulberry trees, by means of which a prodigiousquantity of silk-worms
are reared. The river oí Tabernash (Tabernas) passes close to this town.

"JayYén" 130 (Jaen), says Ash:-shakandí in his risáleh, "is the citadel ofAndalus ; Jaén.

" for no citycan becompared with it for abuhdancé oí. grain, number of ;v.aliant

.' " soldiers, ' nor for the strength ~~d soliditx <?~ ItS fortifications. , Indeed during
," the last .civil war and its disastrous campaigns the irifidels had more than one
" opportunitYJ ' oí showing their inability to compete ' with the .Moslems, sinceas
',' many ,times as ~H~~ appeared before '!he walls oí that city they ,were severely
" repulsed, obliged to raise the siege, and to fiy further thanthe Pleiades.!" and
' ,' to make themselves as scarce in the surrounding districts as. the eggs oí .the
," pelican are among the . rocks,132

, "Jaen is not destitute of ulemas and poets. , It is the birth-place of inany ,
" illustrious individuals in all professions, and the sciences are cu1tivated in it

," 'with asgreat an ardour and enthusiasm as in any part of Andalus. I~ isgenerally
" .known by the name of Jayyénu~l;'harír 133 (Jaen of the silk), owing to the extensive
" cultivationof mulberry trees for the rearing of silk worms within.Jaen and in

, " theenvirons. ,
, , ",' It 'niay also be said , In ,praise of Jaen that it extends i~s jurisdiction o~er

, 'e districts like that of Ubedha (Ubeda), where the vines are in such abundance
'; ' " thattheir fruit cannot be sold on account of its excessive . iplenty, and like

" thatof Bayésah (Baeza), which is famous for its saffron which is exported in

'c greatquantíties by land an~ water. '
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" The first-mentioned district (Ubeda) offers another very _striking peculiarity; :
" viz., that its inhabitants are all very fond oí music .and dancing; so that thou .
"wiIt find among them dancinggirls who are famous for their beauty and
"admirable shape, and who dance with great elegance and taste. They are
"also very expert in pIaying with swords, and cups, in drawing horoscopes;
" untying knots, and finding out hidden things." lii4 ' "
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CHAPTEJt 111.

We~tein district-Seville:-Xerez~Gibraltar-Tarifa-Beja-:Badajos~Merida-Lisbon--':'Silves .. ·

ISHB;LIAH (Seville) ' was ,one of the finest citiesoí Andalus. We .have stated Seville.

'. 'elsewhere (following :th~'words oí Ibn .An-naththám) that it was founded by
Ishb~n, king oí the Romans. However, the building oí this city is by others

. attributed to another king oí 'the Romans .whosename was Julius, and who was ,.
the first to take the title or appellation oí Kaysar (Ceesar), ... Wliich of the two was
its real founderwe are,unable to determine.' .They say that when Cresar carne to

. ;. ~ndalus, and saw 'the spot which is now 9ccupied by Seville, he was .veI"Y- much
. struck with the beauty, 'extent, and apparent fertilityof the 'country all around

. '. him ; thathe was also verymueh pleased witli tR~ luxuriancé andofine vegetation
of'the mountainous district '(now) called Asharaf (~arafe), .and therefore deter-

T.....mined upon büilding a city in that spot. . Having chosen a convenient situation
on the banksof.. tHe Wádi ..l-'adhem ·(Guadalquivir);' he began thebuilding oí bis

' . city, which he surrounded with strong stonewalls, and in the centre 'oí which he
'. .•.erected two citadels of wonderful structure, whích he named Al-akl~áwin (the two

sisters)." . Kay'sar,moreover,-flxed his residence in bis new city, which became thus
the capital oí bis kingdom, and was known ever after by the name oí Julíah­

, 'Romiyah,3 which its founder gave ·t o it, being a compound oí his own iname

. (Julius) ,and that oí his native country (Romah). ' . .
';Seville, aswe have alreadyremarked, became also the capital oí Andalus during

' . the Gothi~ domination, for the kings of this race used to divide ·their court between
. . , fourprincipal cities, viz. Seville, Cordova, Carmona, and Toledo; and to reside in
. ,one 'oí these four cities, according to the different seasons oí the year. .

One ,'oí theauthors who has described Seville exp~esses hiinself in the 'following

.• ferms:-'" ~'Seville is built on the banks ofthe Guadalquivir; also known by the
..: : " name ofWádi" Kort~bah (the river oí Cordova). 'A veryhandaome bridge of '
.",.." boats, ía~tened together bymeans oí ironchains, serV~s ..,ás ·a communication for
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" the people living on the two banks oí the river. 4 The -city itself is fine and well ·
" built; the squares 'are large, and themarket-places commodious and abundantly
" provided with every necessary, as also with articles oí trade of the most expensive
" kind, which afford great gain to the merc~ants. The people of Seville are said
" to be wealthy; their principal traffic consists in tbeir oilsvwhich they ship to
" distant parts of the East and West. The olive tree grows very luxuriantly in all -

ti

" the districts dependent on the city, but above all, in that called Axarafe," which
" is an extensive tract of land measuring about forty miles in length, and nearly ­
" as much in width, forrned of gentle hills of a reddish earth, and where there are
" forests of olive and fig trees planted so thickly as to afford the passengers who
" travelthrough them a complete shelter ~n the hottest summer day. Tbe Axarafe ­
" contains besides a very large population scattered in farro houses, or living in
"towns and villages, which have ·also their market-places, their -bathsc--.:fine
" buildings, and other conve.niences and comforts only to be roet with in _cities
" of the :first order."

The -author oí the Minháju-l-fakar (open way to reflection) says that Seville
was one of the handsomest cities in the world, and -its inhabitants famous for their
indolent habits, and their lave of pleasure, which in thero was almost proverbial.
They led a most luxurious and dissipated life, which, the author observes, "was
" chiefly owing to the deliglitful river that flows tllrougll their t erritory, arrd which
" has not its equal in the worId. It is navigable for large -vessels, and is always
"filled with pleasure-boats kept by the inhabitants, and by fishing or trading :-j
" vesseIs : in the opinion of sorne it surpasses in beauty the Euphrates, the Tigris, /,<
ce' and the Nile. .Its banks are covered with fruit trees, forming a sort of canopy, :2;~~
" over the river, so that on é may sail in it sheltered from the rays of the sun, and ' ~:

" listening to the charming .melody of the singjng birds. _The journeyalong its ,\ '
" banks is equally pleasant, and -one may _travel the distance of ten parasangsj,
" (thirty miles) through clusters of buildings and farm houses, high towers and ~:

" strong castles, forming a continued city, The tide is perceptible in the riverof}~

" Seville at a distance of seventy -two miles from the sea. It .also abounds in fish/~~: ,;~

" of which the daily consumption is almost incredible. The amount of taxes paid,.
." by the city of Seville only, duringthe Khalifate of Al-hakem Ibn Hishám, is stated'
" at one hundred and thirty-five thousand dinárs." _ --: .; ' _ _ -- . -- -. - , -:X;-tf-

Seville and its territory was also knownby the name ofHems -(Emesa), as 'w~~i
have said elsewhere; for when the lands of Andalus were dividedamong the f\n1~
settlers it fell to the 10t of the people of Emesa in Syria,whose banner imm~l;·

diately follows that of the people of Damascus in the processions at Medina. ,---;'::;f<{
Various -are the works of art and splendid buildings described by the ·autho.r~

- - - -- ~ - ~---------- ~ . _ _ 0 - _
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-who -have .wrítten about Seville, but the most amazing oí _- alf is -unquéstionably the ': '
tower..attached -to ' the great mosque, which was.built . dúring the .reign of Ya'kúb '

:. ,!\l,-m~súr. , As a piece oíarchitecture it is unparalleled in tbeworld. , Ibnú Sa'íd
:r)n entions also several spots in the vicinity of Seville towhich theinhabitants used
: :> ~o .resort for the sake of recreation and .indulgence ; ,'one was Tarayanah (Tri~a),6

, one of ' the suburbs attached to thacity, theotherKahtál,7 an islandon the
. Guadalquivir; ' . ' ' . . . ' .. '

, Another of the peculiarities of Seville is that figsand oilwill keep for a consider­
, able length of time without being spoilt; 'the sugar ~ canegrows in-itsterritory ;',-and
, the wormcall~d kermes,8 whioh dyesof a -colour superior to the lac ofJndia.. is
al~o ' found in great abundance on the oak trees. : 'But , indeed, .were we to enumerate '
all the excellences oí its sóil. we should protract this work to an: interminable
length, "However, as Seville is one of the cities 'describedby Ash-shakandi in -bis ,
risáleh, ' an~ this with his usual. accuracy and . eloquence, we sllall ' here quote his

-wordss->' ,' Seville," says,that learned .and -m óst accomplishedwriter, '~is. tobe
" praisedformany things : mil~essof temperature, purity oí air, fine buildings,
" good streets, 'picturesque environs, .aud abundance oí provisions and "commodities -.

, u .of aH sorts. ' This latter requisite indeed gave rise to that saying,so common
¡, aIpong the pe óple ofÁnaalus-. ,"If thou seekest for bird~" milk, by ,Allah thou
" shalt find it in SevÚle.' ' No~ can L pass irí . silence .its .oeautiful 'riveF, tHe

'. " Guadalquivir, in' which the eDb , i~ '.felt at a distance ofi .'seventy~two ihile~; and
·',' which thepoet Ibnu .Saffár describes ,in that-very ingenious disticli-,, ,'" ,

. · ' '.~e -breeze falls playfully on the river; and,)ifting up the s~irtsof its robe;
:,-, agitatesthe s úiface of -its waters; the streamyresisting ·theoutr~ge, hastens -

' . . ' , e clown>to revenge it. · ,.;.
, .'The ring-dove laughs on its banks from the excess oí his .love, and the '

, : .' "whole scene is covered.with the .veil oí tranquillity and peaee.':",
.' " But this .is . .neither the time nor the place to ,explain the phenomenon -of

"the tide. ' 130th banks of th é. Guadalquivir arecovered with pleasure-gardens,
"orchards, vines, and yew trees," in such profusion that I .doubt whether there .is
"<anyriver in .the world to compete with it in ' this respect j and 1et this -not be
" <taken .as an exaggeration, for 1 once questioned a veryintelligent man, who had

. ',' :travelled .through Egypt, about the Nile, and he told me thatthat famous river
. " had :·n~ith~r the' verdure, nor the orchards, gardens .andpleasure-grounds, .which

, "',f:,the Guadalquivir has onits banks .- ·, L'also asked a travellerwhohad resided in
, .H Baghdéd.rand :he gave me a .s inillar answer about .the Tigris: in .fact. vthe

c ~;Guadalquivir can only becompared .to a paradise, for not only are the .districts
" 'w,atered byit,th~ most delightful regions that can beimagined¡ but the inhabitants .
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" on both its banks are the merriest people on earth, always smgmg, playing on "
,"various instruments, and drinking wine, .which ..among ' theni. is not considered
" forbidden, as long as it is used with .moderation, and ·does not cause intoxication,
" which leads to perversity and vice. It is true that there have been at times 'in ..
" Seville governors and Sultáns, who, being firmly attachedto religion, and the
" strict ohservance of its ordinances, have doneevery thing intheir power to check
" the evil , hut all their attempts have been vain, and they have never suceeeded

. " in eradicating it entirely.' The Sevillians are generally believed to be the most
" frivolous oí meri, and the -most witty and jocose , they are very much inclined to
" jesting, but sometimes their satirical propensity leads them to break . out ' into the .,
" grossest injuries andcalumny, this is indeed so inveterate an evil among ·-lhero'. , / ':' 2".
" that it has become like a gnawing worm, and has contaminated all .the classes of ' <;;:I~~.;

" society; and the corruption has gone so far that whoever .follows "not their . · ,: ~ ;r .:)
" example, and indulges not in all these excesses,-whoever is not a calumniator .: ::.f
" and a slanderer oí his neighbours, is sure to be hated by themmost cordially. '. :,

H Respecting the Asharaf (Axarafe) oí Seville much has been said by 'various ·?;t
" authors; it is thus described by a poet.in a composition which he .addressed to ;'i(t
" the Sultán Al-mu'atamed Ibri 'Abbád,-' , . . . ' . . . ;j i ::,}!

, Seville is a ~oung bride; her husband is 'Abbád ;
, Her diadem ~sliarcif ; . Her- neclilace die river.' 11 ' . ..., . : .. ., '

" This district has aIreaoy bee n descrioed by,. me: l 'shall only add. here that it"{
. c, surpasses in beauty and fertilityevery other spot on the face oí the .earth,'. th~t}::'

" the oil of its olives is exported ~ far as Alexandria; that its hamIets andvillages]
"are much superior to those .oí other countries in . the extent and ..commodi-;
" ousness, and the fine designs and ' orn(lI~ient, oí theirhouses,which, from th~t

" continua! white-washing, look like so many stars in a sky oí olive trees . .~~ ;

" Andalusian, who had visited both.Cairo and Baghdád, ~eing once asked wheth ér
" he thought either oí those cities superior to Seville, is said to have answered)
" after expatiating long in praise oí Seville and its Axarafe,- :F:if

'Axaraíe is a ' forest without wild .beasts , its river . a Nile
, crocodiles.' 12

" 1 have heard also oí the mountains called Jebelu-r-rahmah, (tbe mountainA :~ '

" merey)," wbich are in the neighbourhood oí 8eville,and where fig trees~f':W;
" species called Al-kúttí 14 (the Gothic), and Ash-sha'rí 15 (thebairy),. grow iú~~'. ¡.:

" abundance; and 1 have been told by people who bave travelle"d into almoste~~~ ;

" quarter oí the globe that these two kinds oí figs grew nowhere in .such .perf~c~~'.
" as at Seville. . ' . .' , . . . '. , ',' .: " .. ',< '. . ;J t>;:~0n~~

" Musical instruments oí all sorts may 'at any time beprocured in Sevine~ : lv~~\f

¡ ,
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