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by the words 'of t he' geographer .Idrisí; as:quoted .by Ibn ú , Sa'íd , : : ~ . ~ c :.Andalus/?
~ays that 'author , "has noportionof its torritorywithin.thc.tlíird cliniatejbut
~' the' fourtb.passés by its southerncoast, andJncludes Cordova, Seville. Muróia, .
" andValencia; ·t hence it-goes .towards .Sicily. j.encloses .this. and .oth ér. j slands in
" the neighbourhood, leaving the sun at the .back.; 'The fifth.passcs .by Toleytoleh
" (Toledo), Sárakosttih .(Saragossa) and the environs., , then ~y Arghon13 '. (Aragon), .'
" .at the southem extremity.oí .which .is thecity of Borshelénah.,(Barcelona) '~ " thence
" it proceeds toRome and .fhe country subject tO,.that city, dividesthe.,BahrU~l~

" Banádikeh. ;'(Gulf . oí Venic éjfnto two-p árts, and icomprises ,Costantíniyeh cthe

" great (Constantinople) and its territory, .Ieaving behind: .the .. i planet.-called
".Az-zahrah(Veiius)~. -The sixth passesvbyvthe.morthern coast of ..An:dalus,
ci. thatwhich is .washed .by. the waters..of the -circumambient .sea, includespart .of
'~ C~stilel.4 .andPortugal," agreatportion of the countryof'the.Franks, Georgia,
c, 'and ·the country . of the .Sclavonians and oRussians, 'leaving behind theplanet

"called "Ottárid (M ercury).· , The seventh comprises the eircu~ambient 'seaito
" the .north, ,of -Andalus.rthe islandcalled Alinkilterra~16 (England),and:.. .others

~', in ' the neighbQurhood, aswéllas the remainder oí the'countriesof theFranks
ci and Sclavonian~,Georgia,'and Berján,17_· According to Al-beyhakí" the island

" oí ~úlí, 1 9 and the t wo islands oí~-ajbá12~ (Norway) .and An-nisá 21 (Atnazones)
" ,and severa} other "districts oí Russia, faU lwitliin tlíe 'limits of tliisseventlt .anCl! "
.« Iast cliráate, which has the mooneat its backs" ;.. ' . . .

.Respecting .the name 'ofAl-jezlrl!:li ' (tile i sland) · by (·wliicli allautlíots 'agree in ,
" desiggating.Andalus, it.must not be understood .by.it .that that country.is, properly .

sp'eakUlg, an' island ; since it is. well knownto be joined to .the great Iand .(continent)
by the chain oí mountains calledAl-bort 22 (Pyreneesj. . but theArabs in: general

callby this name all those countries which are surrounded by water olievery .side
bu! one, :aridthis being the case withAndalus, it wascalled Al-jezírah.·Two

principal seas wash the shores of Andalusi on the northern and western side
the 'eircumainbient sea ' (Oceanj. .on thesouthern and-eastern the sea ofShám
(Mediterranean). By the sea' -of Shámwe .understarid that sea which-begins at

the 'Iower extremity ofAndalus, at aplacevon itssouth-western coast called
Jezíratu,-l-kha:dhrá 23' (Algesíras), between Tangiers in'Afri~a and thecoaSt oí

Andalus, taking from ...thence its course towards .Syria. .The . width .of this sea
at the .said 'spot is generally stated at 'eighteenmiles :; .. which .is . also .the dis-
tance between J ezirah Taríí 24 , (Tarifa) ; and KasrMasmúdah 25 . (Alcasar); .near

Ceuta. Between these two -last . mentioned places .rthere..was once a .bridge,

which, according .to common opinión, Iskhander '(Alexander) ordered tobe built,
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that he might pass from AndalU:s into the opposite land of Africa. But of this
more will be said in the course of this narrative.

The narrow sea thus emerging from between the 'two coasts was called
Bahru-z-sokák 26 (the narrow sea). . Although the ..distance between the two
shores is so small, as we have already observed, thisstrait is nevertheless
very difficult to be passed, owing to the continual agitation of its waves, and
the frightful whirlpools occasioned by the meeting of the. two seas. . . We have
said that the width .of the straits at the narrowest part was eighteen miles; it
is double that width at Ceuta, and from thence the sea begins to grow wider
and wider, until at sorne places .it .reaches 800 miles in breadth, · or perhaps
more; ashappens at Súr (Tyre), on the coast of Syria. ' This seacontains
many islands, which sorne geographers estimate to be twenty-eight in number,
and of which the principal are Sicily, Malta" Sardinia, Corsica, Crete, Corfu. .and
so forth:

The dirnensions of the country are differently stated: Al-mes'údi;" in his
" Golden Meadows," says, " Andalus is very thicklypeopled; nearly two months
" of continual marching are required to traverse it from one end to the other.
" It contains nearly forty cities of the first rank." . Ibn Alisa' 28 agrees with
Al-mes'údí in this particular; his opinion is that the length of Andalus from
Ariónah 29 (Narbonne) to Ishóónañ (Lisbon) is equal to the distance that a Horse- , '
man well mounted ma)J travel in sixty days; hut this is decidedly an error, first
of all because Narbonne is, By that autlior, placed within: the limits of Andalus,
while it is evident that ·it belongs to another eountry; and secondly, because the
distance hetween those two cities is much overrated, as most of the authors who
have written on the subjeet estimate it at only one month and a half's marcho

Ibnu Sa'íd, however, ,endeavours to adjust the difference by supposing that . "~

Ibn Alisa' meant a horseman not well mounted, and travelling by short stages,
and that his text was vitiated by the copyist. He himself adopts the eomputation
of the Sheríf Idrísí as thatwhich deserves morecredit, namely, that the length
of Andalus is of one month's marcho The same opinion is followed by Al-hijári;"
who, having, as he informs us, consulted with well informed .and trustworthy
travellers on the subject, learnt from them that a little .more than a month's
good travelling was sufficient to traverse Andalus in its whole length. . ,

The last mentioned author (Al-híjárí) estimates the distance from Lisbon to
Al-hájiz 31 (the Pyrenees) at more .than one thousand miles, hut whoeverwishes
to obtain more information 00 the subject may consult Ibnu Sa'íd, whohas '
treated the matter at fulllength. '

Dimensíons of
the country.
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:, ' Thevwidth.of Andalus measured .at the.top. :towards th~ north-east. cis forty
miles, this being the length of those mountainibarriers - which .separate. it from
the country of the Franks, and which stretch along from .the -Mediterranean 'to

"'theOcean; if measured at,thecentre, as for ,instance drawinga Iine to pass by
Toledo, itissixteen days' march. ' ,

Its shape, , accordin,g .to ',all. ,ac~ounts, 'is .that o~ a triangle, much difference, Shape.

however, exists among geographers respecting its north..eastern ,32 'angle, .namely, ,
thatwhich falls in the neighbourhood of Narbonne: some authors; .like. Ahmed
Ibn Mohammed Ar..rází and 'Ibnu .Hayyan; placing it .in Na~bonne~ 'a city imme- /
diately facing Bordhil (Bourdeaux) 33 on the north-east, while others. only .place
it in the .neighbouring districts. , Bu~ this, as well as: other pointa-concerning
the topography ofAndaIus, has been .decided by the Sheríf Idrísí, an author

' In whose .accounts implicit relianee .maybe.placed, not onlybecausehe traversed
that eountry in all directions, navigated ,its seas,and surveyed its vcoasts; but
also onaccount of 'the great knowledge he acquired in the science of geography.' ,

The w:ords of Ar-rází on the subject are as follows ': " The s~ape of 'Andalus
" is that of a triangle"the angles of which are placed, one atKádis (Cadiz), where
,'-" stand~ the.famous tower with an.idol at the top, or ratherat that spot on the
" extreme ' south where the Mediterranean begins, directing its course to the east.
" The .other to theeast ofAndahís, between tHe cities "ofi ,N~rbonne: and BortlHil, a

'." which' uirenow in the hands of theFranks; fallin@ 'diameb;i~ally opposite: tothe
.« twojslañds ofMayóreah (Mallorca) 'and Men6rcalf (Menorca), aria atan equal
" distance from the Oceanand Mediterranean, whichjnfhose parts are separated

, ce, onry¡ by an ,intervening ' tract of'Iand called Al-abwdb (theGates), being gorges
' " or passes which serve as acommunicatjon between the isIand of Andalus .and

"thegreat land (continent) ofwhich Afranjah (France) formspart. At this
'e , place .the distance between the two seas is of two days' march, Narbonne being

,, ~" on the .coast of the Mediterranean, and Bordhil facing the Ocean. The third
"angle is placedin the north-west, in that spot ofthe 'country of JalikiyalJ,
" (Galicia), where there 'is a mountain near thesea, and on it a very high .tower ,
'.:' with. an idol on the top, similar ,to that oí Kádis, and looking towards Birtániah

" (Britain)." . ,
Ibnu. Sa'íd says, , "liaving once asked the opinion oí severa! men learned in

"theseIIlatters, I was told that Idrísi's statement seemed the mostworthy of
','·'being , received, namely, that neither Narbonne nor Bordhil were within the
"limitsofAndalus, and .therefore that . the angle in the east must be placed
'.,' between the eities of '. Barshelónah (Barcelona) and Tarkónah ' (Tarragona), ,at
"a spot called Wádi~Zanlakalto,34 close to the mountain barrier which there

J



[BOOK 10HISTORY OF THE MOHAMMEDAN22

" divides Andalus from the continent, where many different languages are spoken.
" These mountains have several passesor gates, which a Grecian king 350rdeted

" to be opened in the roek with fire, vinegar, and iron, forbefore hisfime there
" .was no communication whatsoever by land between Andalu8 and the continent.
" The said gates or passes face that part of theBahru-z...zokák (Mediterranean)
" which divides the two islands oí. Mallorca and Menorca, this beinga fact which
" is corroborated by theassertions of a11 travellers in those districts.' . The second .
" and third angles are placed by.Idrísí in the same situation thatthe authors .
" before mentioned agree 'in giving them, viz.,in the promontory called 'Ajma'u-
" l-bahrání, 36 near thecity of Shant y akéh (Santiago) in Galicia, where the
" famous beacon stands; and in the mountain of Al_ag~ar,37 near Cadiz, the
" site of the well-known tower which 'has an idol on the top oí it. .Near this
" mountain, in a south-west direction, is the spot where the Bahru-e-zokék (narrow
" sea) emerges from the Ocean, and from whence, after washing .the southern and
" eastern coasts of Andalus, it reaches one side of the Pyrenees." ,

Andalus was divided, fol1owing the words of Ar-rázi, into two parts :-. Andalus
':A l-gharbí (Western), and Andalus Ash-sharkí (Eastern), thedivision having been
mane aceording to the prevailing winds, the fallof the rains, and ,the course of
the rivers. The Ghar.bí .(westem) was that nart oí Andalus whose riv(frs emptx
their waters into the iWestern (i)cean, and wliere it r ains when tne-winds Blow
from the western quarter; tne 'Shark~ (eastern), v" Bic'h was a180- called Al-aksá,
or the remete, being, on the contrary, that whose rivers flow to the east, and
wl).ere it rains when the easterly winds blow. The dividing line between these
two llistricts was placed by Ar-rází in themountains oí theBasques(Al-bashkans)
towards the east, from thence drawing a line to the city of Santa Maria," then
inclining a little towards the district of Agreda, in the neighbourhood oí Toledo;
and at last approaching that part of the Mediterranean which washes the shores oí
the modern Cartagena, which belongs to the district oí Lórcah(Lorca), All the
countries falling eastward of this line were therefore comprised within the limits
of Eastern Andalus, and those to the west within those of Western Andalus. '.The
boundaries of the latter were: to the north-west, and west, the Ocean; to the south
the Western Sea, whence the Mediterranean, which the ancients called also
Bahr Tirren,39 issues to take its course towards Syria. Bahr Tirren meansthe
sea that divides the globe: it was calledalso the Great Sea.40

Abú Bekr 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abdi-l-hakam, known by the surname oí IbnAn~" .

nadhdhám," treating oí the said division, adds a few particulars which we repeat: :,::(
here for the sake of information." Andalus," he says, '.' was divided into two ::';;

" parts by aneient geographers, who observed that whenever winds from the west ')'¡
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·uprevailed, . it 'rainedmuc;h.in ·Wester~ Andalus. vand there 'was drought in the
· " Eastern; and, on the contrary, when the windibléwfr óm the east.vrain 'feH
" in . abundance ..in the Eastern, .and the ·. W estem . was . dry. and parched. .The
'" samedifference .was observed .respecting . the course oLrivers, for all the rivers

" in Westérn .Andalus .flow......from 'the 'east tofhe ·west , forcing thei~ waythrough
" .those motintain~42 that traverse .' .it in. themiddle, 'and are only '. a 'branch detached

·"from. the mountains. in th é.n órth-western districts. . In the :Eastern all rivers
· " flow from west to east, for ' álthough some of them tak~ amores6uthern

" direction, yet they allspring from .the said mountains in the centre ofAndal~s,
· " .and, discharge their waters into the Mediterranean, .which goes von to Syria.: . >

'~ andisknownalsoby the .name oí Bahru-r-rrimi .(the seaof Greece) :';',As lo
? ,-¡ the ' rivers oí: the north-western districts ,4.~ . (AI-Júf), including those oí the .

. '~ country of' fhe Galicians, and itsdependencies; all empty ·t hemselves·'.intofhe
" great oc~an. (Atlantic},'which washes .theshoresof those countries." .. . .. . .

Thesame author (IbnAn-nadhdhüm) .says that the firstpeople who, 'after the n-a settl~rs

· delug~, .s ettled, in Andalu.s; according tofhe accounts of foreign writers, were aVandals.. .'

nation called 1\ndalush, .who gavetheirnamé.to the .country . .This ·word.Andalusk
being .in thecourseof~ime corruptedbythe. Arabs, who changed the Ietter shin

into sin, j t . was written .and pronounced .Andalus, which is the presentname of­
this .country,4.~ : ' , Those : barbarians"came to ~dalus .. and .settled init; ana. thei~

numbers·having·increased: ,con~iderably,in the ~ourse ·oí. time they filled the · .~hole
country and 'eSblblished .differ ént'-kiagdofiis in'jt. ....,But ,Deing. · ldolat~rs : . C~Iajú8);

and .otherwise inclined to depravity.'and corruptiontthey lived in entire disobedience
. . t~ the divinepr~cepts; . until God .Almighty,·.'perceiving .'t~eir .obstinacy, .withdrew .
.' therain from them, and . the .whole countrywas thereby. exposed tothe' nióst '

. . .' dreadful sterilityjfountains sank into .the. bowels .of the .earth, rivers altered .their

course, .trees dried up,plants withered, andobothmenatid beasts experienced
" themost.ragingthirst, owing..·tó: which.rnostófthc .inhabitants :· perished, .with .the

exception .of a . few who .escaped .from :death by.flying into .distant .lands .. "'I'hus
· freedTromttheseipeople, Andalus became a:desert, .andcontinued , so.for oÍle
·hundred years," for that great calamitywas notoconfined toanypart of 'its territory"
....butravaged the .whole '.'country from thePyrenees .to the furthest extrémity in the

'.. Western .or ..Green Sea. , The.reign of ..'the Andalu~h •had ·· las~ed .one huildred and

odd years. '; . . .' . " . '. ' .
· . At.1ast .after Andalus ,.had remained. in tbate ·state .for>the said period oí years, Africans.
.' . ' . ' :: . . ' ' . . '" " .' . ..". . . . .

'. : '-- .God :Almighty:' was pleased . to ·send: :other . settlers; .... these wer~ ,certain:people

' " WhoIIl :the :long ofAfrica .héid ba,nishedhisdominions,becausc 'of their ,having
,excited ;;,s~dition in :hi~ state, ~'an~ : in~tigated. .llis , .subjects to revolt against biino
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After inaking war against them until they were nearly exterminated, he ' caused
the few who rernained toobe embarked on board sorne vessels, and giving them
for commander an officer of the name of Batrikus, he allowedthem to go whither
they pleased. Batrikus and his men first cast anchor at a place on the westem
shore of Andalus, and settled at Cadiz. Having afterwards advanced into the
interior of the country, they found that, owing to the fall of rain, the land had
recovered its former aspect, the fields were adorned with verdure, the rivers f1.owed,
the fountains ran, and the trees were covered with leaves. Encouraged by what
they saw, they proceeded still farther, spread themselves about the country,
extended their settlements, built cities and towns, and increased their numbers
by marriage. However, they settled in preference in that part of the country
hetween the place of their landing in .the west, and the country of the Franks
in the east, and appointed kings to rule over them and administer their affairs. ··
Their religion was the same as that of their predecessors in tbe country, tbat is,
they worshipped idols. They fixed their capital at Talikah (Itálica), a city now
in ruins, and which once belonged to the district iof Ishbíliah (Seville), But,
after a period of one hundred and fifty-seven years, during which eleven kings
of that race reigned over Andalus, God Almighty permitted that they should all
be annihilated by the barbarians of Rome, who invaded and conquered thecountry. .

" After the <lefea~ antl destruction ot the ~fricans , ' die empir.e of Andalus
" devolved to the Reonle of Rome and their king Ishbán, son of Titus,46 after
" whom Andalus was called 1s7Wdniah. Some autHors asserf that the real name
ce of this king was Isbahán, and thathe was called so on account of his being
" oorn in the city oí Isfahán; only that the barbarians corrupted it and called
" him Ishbán; but, be this as it may, certain it is that this king Ishbán founded
" Seville, and called it after his name Ishbániah, which in after time became also
" the appellation of the whole country, owing to the numerousruins of works
'" and edifices erected by him, which are still visible in many parts of Andalus.
" This king Ishbán is generally held as one of the conquerorsof theearth. He
" invaded Andalus, and by the favour of God, who gave victory to his arrns, he
" made war against the inhabitants, dispersed their armies, slaughtered and cap_o
" tured their men, and besieged them at last in their capital, the city of Italica.
" The Africans made a most desperate resistance, and, the place being very strong,
" held out a considerable time, until Ishbán, impatient of the delay, caused the
" city of Seville to be built opposite to Italica, and, pressing on the siege,took it.
" by storm. By the taking of Italica, which he ordered to be demolished,
" its marbles and effects carried to bis new city, the whole of Andalus sunnutten
" to Ishbán, who, having completed the building of Seville, chose it forhis
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, " ,aild,residenee, established bis authority permanently. :increasedhiaúrmies, ' and ' , '
"pursued his career oí eonquest. ' Searcely two years had elapsed when ,he

" ce sailed from Seville with afleet, attackedIlía.vwhich is ,the saIne ' asAl-Kóds
C' tJerusalem) , the 'illustrious,' 'p luridered , and demolished it; : killed .one -hundred
"t~ousand Jews, spared one hundred thousand, and caused its mar~les 'and

,'" 'eifects to ,be transported to ' Andalus. · This'.Ishb án further . subdued 'aH bis
" enemies; ' and his reign .was very prosperous." The preceding account is taken,
wo~d for word, from Ibn Ap-nadhdhám. ' W e may add to it what a certainhistorian

,says t~, prove the taking of Jerusalemvalthough he attributes th é conquest to '
another king, 'namely, that most 'oí the wonderful things which theMoslems '
found .among the ' spoils of Andalus at the time of the ,conquest, 'suéh 'as the ', '

' table' oí. Suleymán, son of Dáúd,(upon whom be peace 1) which Tárik !bn "
',' Zeyád found in a, temple at Toledo, and the ' pearl necklace taken by 'Músa 'Ibn

Nosseyr from the chureh atMerida, C;lS well asa great many other preeious objects
and jewels, of which a more ample 'description willbe gjven hereafter, werepart ,
of the share in .the spoil which, .at the taking of J erusalem by 'Bokht Nasser;
fell to the 101. of: :a king oí Spain, whosenamewas Berián," and who was present

, at the conquest of that city. The whole ,'of .these precious objects "had,been in
forméf times the .property of the ,Fronhet ' SuleY,II!ári, ~on 'ofDáúd, for whose use
the ., Jinn had constructed ,them.', ,How thé conttadietor-y aecounts .of ,'d iese ' two

. "historians are to be ' adjusted we cannot decine" ünless Ishlián ' ánd B~rián :be the
same person :God only is all-kriowing. ' "

" , _To return t 'o Ishbán. ' I bnu Hayyán, .- in -his ,'historical work entitled ,, 'the bookIshbán.
" of the seeker ..o~ :ihformation 'respecting the Historyóf th é ~arbanans/'49 ,says

", thatthis Ishbán was once avery poor manfrom ,the lower 'ranks:"of society, and
as .he ~ was one day engaged inploughing 'a fieldwith his oxen,Al-khadher 50 Con
.whombe peace !) appeared before him, and addressed him thus : : '~ .' O Ishbán, thou ,
" artdestined to perform gre~t deeds ; thou shaltreign, and thy fame shall spread
" far: and wide. When thou takest nía, be kind. to the descendantsof .the

" c, Prophet." Arid Ishbán answered," Thou art jestingvno doubt, 'ór T am -- not
" .the person thou .meanest , for. I .am a ' poor and weak .man~ , and am obliged_ to
',"hife ,out my services to gain a living, and certainly it -is not forpeopleof my '

." class .that the empire is reserved.'" _,H .N o matter," replied Al-khadher"" what '
" 1 tell -thee -is theplain truth; it ispredestined;and: it shall happenrHehas

, , ~~decreed ;it whovhas the power ,: to rchange -that 'dry- rod thou bearest in thy '
, , " hand cinto a green bough.", Ishbán looked, when lo! ' itsuddenly ,t urried
, green, flourished; andwas coveredwith leaves.:, .Ishbán ,Wa8 'astounded whenhe
saw. the.miracle ; "he tried to speak; ,buí 'his ,torigue clove 'to 'his mouth;; h~ looked
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for Al-khadher, but Al-khadher was gone, he had va~ished fróm bis sight .' : How-: .
ever, the words oí the Prophet remaining deeply impressed onhis mind, he begarr
to turn over what had been said to him, and the resultwas 'that hesoon after- .
wards left his master's service, and associated with men of' courage and deter­
mination, amongst whom he became conspicuous for bis prowess, until he arrived
at power and performed what has been related. His reign lasted twenty years,
and he transmitted the empire to bis posterity, of whom fifty-five kings ruled
over Andalus.

After this the country was invaded by other barbarians coming from Rome,
and called Bishtilikát," who,with their king Talubush," son oí Beytah, at their
head, arrived in Andalus, after conquering on their way the country oí the
Franks, which they governed .by their prefects. . This took place about the
time of the resurrection oí the Massih (anointed), son ofMariám, (on whom be
peace 1) . They conquered the whole of Andalus, and fixed their court at Mecida;' .
rema~ning in undisturbed possession of the country during the reign oí twenty­
seven monarchs, until they themselves were subdued by the Goths, who with
their king at their head invaded Andalus, and separated it for ever from the
empire of Rome.

'Fhe Goths fixed their capital at Tolétalah (Toledo). However, Ishbíliah still
continued to be the abode of the sciences, and the dwelling-place of the most
noble among the Ishbánians. About this time the Apostles sent by 'Isa Al-massih
(the anointed) began to wander about tlie world, calling the people toms
religion. In sorne countries their words were heard, and thousands oí .people
embraced the religion which they preached , in others they were unheard, and
put to death. Among those who adopted their creed, and honoured the Apostles, "
was Khoshandinus 53 (Constantine), king oí the Goths, who not oonly .embraced
Christianity, but called upon his subjects to do the same. This Khoshandinus is held
by the Christians as the greatest king they ever had, and as the most accomplished,
upright, virtuous, and wise monarch that can be imagined. It ·was he who
introduced Christianity into his dominions, where it hasflourishedever since,~ " <;¡

and used to decide in all law cases with the assistance oí the Gospels, those bo'oks ' .:· '~

upon which various opinions prevail, as also upon .their writersor compilers}, ';'¡:
Several kings of the posterity of Khoshandinus reigned after mm in Anda1us:, " ;~" ;'

until that country was fina1ly subdued by the Arabs, ' by . whose means ·. God;.\~

Almighty was pleased to make manifest the superiority of Islám over every 'X
other religion. ~ . . . .

The number of kings oí Gothic descent who reigned .over Andalus is state4g
in the old Christian chronicles to have been thirty-six, from .AJánáuinus;54 'wh~i'
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reigned in the fifth year 'of the Emperor Pilibus,5~ iti 40'7ofthe era of Safár,56 \
.from which the barbarians : compute their years, to Ludherik, . their la~t king, ,
who 'reigned · i~ ' 749 57 0f the.said 'era ;' and in whose time the Arabs conquered

. Andalus and overthrew the Gothic empire. their domiriation.rmoreover, ,is .said
to have lasted 342 years.

However, there are . not ·wa.~ting authors who make of the Goths and .the
Bishtilikát only one nation, but the 'generality ,t hink , aswe have said,that.they
were distinct people, that the Iatter were the barbarians of Rome, that theyfixed
theircourtat Merida, ,and that the kings of their race were twentY~s~venin

number ; ' that .the Goths carne afterwards, subdued the country, ' andimade the ,
city of Toledo the seat oí their empire.All, agree, however, in stating the number
of their kings ,to 'be"thirty-six.. The Góths, . according to Ar-rází, ' are' the sons
of Yájúj, son of-Yáfeth, son ofNúh ; others 'give them a different origin. ·'

Before .leaving the subject of the ancient history .of Andalus, we deem it proper
to transcribe ' here the words of :the ..'K ádí-l.;,kodá Ibnll.Khaldún Al-hadhramí."

" ,
in his great~istorical work. "The opposite land," he says, " which the barbarians
"callAnaaZush, is .inhabited by various nations of western Fránks, among which

" the ~ost ' p'owerful and numerous are the Jalalcah (GaIlcians). Hundreds ·of
Ú years .before the .ma nifeetation of Islám, the Goths, after figp.ting 'many, battles
''' with the Latins, laid .jsiege" to 'their ~apital, tÍ'le dty of 'Rome'; after this, peace
" .w:as made between them; : one :of the coríditions 'being that t hé .t i oths should

, " go to Andalus; 'and :they .accordingly went .to that : country and took .• possession '
""oí h. . When the Greeks and Latinsembraced ' Christianity~ they induced the
" ñatibnsóf .Franks "and Goths who dwelt 'beyond ·them In: the west. to do ' tIle '

.. ,ce sanie, and they accordingly became Christians, ' The 'Goths, who 'had ·possess.iori

'." of'Andalus, established their capital in Toledo; but it wasnot always so, for oin .
" ',' the courseof timetheír kings resided by turns in Seville, Cordova, or Merida,59
. ,e besides theabove~rnentionedcity. .,'Theirdomiriion lasted for nea'rly 400 years,

u , until vGod Almightyvwas pleased toOspreadIslárii' ándvconquestiover their

"country. Their kingat that time was named Lu~eri~, án appellation generally
"giveri bythe Goths to their kings, asfheRomans call their emperor ~aysa.r

" , ~ ~ (Ctesar), :and the Siciliansname .their .king JeIjíz:" 60 ,. ". . . ' '

.If we are tobelieve the ancient 'traditions, Iskhander (Alexander) must also have Iskhander
, ' , , ' . ' " comes to
, resided inAndalusi the remains, .too.r of a bridge erected by him, between Tangiers Andalus, .

and Algesiras; : are ' reported by Idrísí asstill eXlsti~g" 'In ',his time~ ' . The building
.... of-thebridge -originated 'thus..' Ir- is generally asserted ' th~t;' in .~es 'óf old; the

Mediterranean .was a lake ,'surrounded' by':.:Jand on every .' side; like ' thé sea 'of
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Tabaristán (the Caspian sea), whose waters have no ' communication whatsoever
with those of other seas, and that Andalus and the opposite land of Africawere "'
joined together so as to form only one continent, ', owing ,to which . the people
of the remote West (Maghrebu-l-aksa) were continually making incursions into
Andalus, and visiting its inhabitants with destructionand war. On ' the ·arrival
of Iskhander in Andalus, the ,people appeared beforehim, and 'humbly besought
him that he would put a stop to the hostile incursions of their neighbours, upon

' which Iskhander, having taken the subject ' into consideration, called together
his architects and geometricians, and bid them appear in his presence 'on ,the ,
spot now occupied by Bahru-z-zokák (Straits of Gibraltar). He then ,commanded
them to measure the level of'the two seas (the Ocean and Mediterranean), which
being done, the first (the Ocean) was found to be a little the higher. . This being
reported to Iskhander, he issued immediate orders for the demolition of all the
cities which stood on the coast of the Mediterranean, enjoining at the same time
that they should be rebuilt farther .into . the country on more elevated situations.
He next caused a deep trench or canal to be .dug between Tangiers and Andalus,
and the digging was carried so deep into the earth that the crests of the mountains
of the lower world became visible." When the excavation was completed, a
wharf,62 of .great dimensions, and built with stone and mortar.; an admirable work
of art, was erected all along the coast of Anaalus, measuring in lengtli twelve
miles, the distance which tHen separatetl the two seas. Aííother wharf of similar , '
dimensions was constructed along the coast of Tangiers, and the space left between
the two was six miles, which is exactly the width of ,the straits ,at that spot. ' This
being done, he caused another great excavation to be made on 'the side of the
Ocean, and, when every thing was ready, the waters of the great sea '(Ocean) were

. let into the excavated space between the two wharfs, but with such a ,fury did they
rush into the Mediterranean that its bed was filled, the neighbouring countries :
were inundated, many cities were submerged, and thousands of people perished in ::}

the waves. The waters covered both the wharfs, and rose to a height of eleven ,
ells. The wharf nearest to Andalus is sometimes visible at low water, when '1t:::
looks like a great parallel line; the inhabitants of the two islands 63 can it Al.. ,:;,;,
kantarah (the bridge). As to the Mrican one, it is no where visible, having been ::~
completely swallowed up by the waves, which inundated on both sides a pieee:p
of ground measuring twelve miles, and were only checked in their progressbyi
the mountains on either side. , The ports in this strait are, on the side of'Africa,'
Kasru-l-majáz (Alcasar), Tangiers, and Ceuta; on the side oí Andalus, Jebel Tárik,:
(Gibraltar), Jezírah Taríf (Tarifa), Jezíratu-I-khadhrá (Algesiras), , and othe~D
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Between the Iast-mentioned port andCeutais the wídest part oí the strait. : The
.preceding has been abridged from .Idrisí.who treats th é subject at fulllength."

· W e shall now pass to the description of sorne oí the principal eities of Andalus ,
. but before engaginginthis we deem it necessary .tostate, that; owing to the plan we .·
. have adopted in writing this work, 'it may happen that in transcribing or extracting

the accoúnts oí .different historians sorne facts are repeated, and others entirely
.contradicted, but let our .excuse be that we have been obliged to connect, one with
another; the narratives oí writers oí all countries and ages, .

.. ,

.... .
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Divisi ón of Andalus into three great districts-The central-Cordova-Granada-Toledo--Malaga­
. Almeria-Jaen.

LET the reader know that the Island of Andalus, (may God Almighty restore
it entire to the Moslems!) wa~ divided into three great districts, the central, the
eastern, and the western.' The central comprised many cities of the first order,
and which might be called kingdoms, as their jurisdiction extended over populous
districts and large governments, as, for instance, Cordova, Granada, Malaga,

Toledo, Jaen, AIÍneria. . .. ~ e
Among the great cities of ~naalus, Cordova has no douot tHe preference. 1ts

mosque, of wliich :we snalI treat elsewhere, and tHe famous bridge called Al-jesr,2

huilt, according to Ibnu Hayyán, in the Khalifate of 'Ornar lbn 'Abdi-l-'azíz, andn l under the direction of the governor who then administered the affairs of Andalus 3

in tlis name, are objects which have occupied the imagination and wit of the poets.
Amongst others, an Andalusian doctor has said-

" Cordova surpasses all other cities on earth in four principal things: its
" bridge over the 'Guadalquivir, its great mosque, the city of Az-zahrá, and
" the sciences therein cultivated."

The following description occurs in the Al-mishab of Ibnu-l-hijárí :-'" Cordova
" was, during the reign of the Bení Merwán, the eupola oí lslám, the meeting place
" of the learned, the court of the Sultáns of the family of Umeyyah, and the re­
" sidence of the most .illustrious tribes of Yemen and Ma'd. Students from all
"parts oí the world tlocked thither at all times to learn the sciences oí
" Cordova was the most noble repository, and to derive knowledge from the mouth
" of the doctors and ulemas who swarmed in it. Cordova is said to have been
" to Andalus what the head is to the body. lts river is one of the finest in the .
" world, now gliding slowly through level lawns, or winding softly across eme~d :

"fields sprinkled with fiowers, and serving it instead oí robes; now flowing '~,
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, , " <through thickly planted grov és, where the songvof birds "resounds perpetually in "
ee the air ; and now wideninginto a .majestic ' stre~mto '·.impart its water~ .to the '
ee numero~s wheels constructed on itsbanks, or communicating ,to .the plants and
" fíowersof the .vicinity freshnessandvigour.'" ,. ,,, , ,' . " '

" It is . related 'of the Sultán Ya'kúb Al-inansúr ~,4 son oí the Sultány úsef, and .

grandson .of the Sultán " Abdu-l-mtimen Ibn 'A1í~ that he onceaskedóne of his
generals what the people said ' about Co¡'dova~ : His answerwas the following .saying, ,
socommon .amongst , the .people ; .fhe North of Cordova is Shammám, .the West
Komém, . the South Modám, ' 'she herself and .Baghdád are . paradise ;," tríeaning by
Shammám the beauty of the.mountainof Roses; by 'Kom~ám the sweetness of all the

, fruits growing in her meadows, and by Modám her river." •
Another anecdote iatoldofhis fatherthe SultánYúsef: they say that he once

asked Abú 'Omrán Músa Ibn Sa'íd Al-tansi 6 to 'give bis opinion ab óut Cordova,

and to describe ,its advantages. . and that Abú 'Omrán having declined to do so
.unless he heard beforewhat the Sultán himself thought on ,the 'subject, the Prince
of.t he faithful .then said, "What 1 know about Cordova is. this;. that during the

,ee dynasty of .tIie Bení Umeyyah, and when it .was the capital oí ' their empire, its

ce Iirnits were considerably enlarged, and its population. increased most 'rapidly ;
ee tliat its stre éts, houses, ' public buildings, .and palaces were , almost innumerable;
e,e. the revenues .arising from taxes .very,· considerable; aíid the yroduc1iions ' OLagri­
e,e culture exceedingly plentiful-r- that á very¡ ~ne river washes itswalls, that the
'.' temperatureis mild, and lastly, ihat it is ,plácéd in ' tlie 'Heart- of- Andalus. .This
e..~ is all Lknow about:Cordova." "" Whatthenremainsforme'to' say, O Prince oí.

the faithful!" saía A15ú 'Omrán. .
, The~ Imám Ibnu Bashküwál," quoting the words of AbúBekr, '!bn Sa'ádeh,8

gives another anecdote respecting Cordova. "Abú Bekr," he .says, ce and his
, e.' brother travelled up~n a certain occasion to Toledo, 'where, soon after 'their arrival,
•e, they went tovisit the Ustedh Abú Bekr Al-makhzúmí, who having asked them

ee, whence they carne, ' Abú ,Bekr answered e from Cordova;' ,e arid :when?" 'said
ee Al-makhzúmí ; ejust now,' replied Abú B ékr. . " Then,' said the Sheikh~' come
e,~ nearerrto me,that t may "smell .the ~ir of Cordovaon thy garments.' e1
ee approached him," says Abú Bekr, eand he began , to ' smell .my head and to kiss
u it, and then, bidding me to take a pen and paper, he"dictated to me the following

~e verseaextempore : , , ', ',
eo my beloved 'Cordova! when shall Lsee thee again !when shall the

e time -come ,"" ,," ," ' ," ' ' - ,
, e When Lmaysee, the clouds pouring torrents of rain upon thy western

'quarters, ~nd the thunder shaking with violenc~ the roofs of thy houses; ,
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, Thou art like an enehanted spot , thy fieIds are luxuriant gardens, thy
, earth of various colours resembIes a block of rose-eoloured amber.' "

But the most eIegant description oí Cordova that we have read any where is
undoubtcdly that eontained in the risáleh (epistle) oí Ash-shakandi.? As we shall
often have occasion to refer to it in the course oí this work, we deem it necessary to
acquaint the reader with the motives which led to the writing of .that composition.
Ibnu Sa'id tells us, on the authority of his father, who was an eye-witness, that a
dispute once arose in presence of Abú Yahya Ibn Abí Zakariyyá, Lord of Ceuta,
between Abú Yahya Ibnu-I-mo'allem, a native oí Tangiers, and theSheikh
Ash-shakandí oí Cordova, on the advantages of their respective countries,Africa
and Andalus, each c1aiming the superiority for the land of his birth: the eon­
versation growing warmer, Ash-shakandi said to his opponent, "'Vere it not for
"Andalus, África, thy country, would never have been known, nor would its
" advantages, whatever they may be, have been justly appreciated, had not our
ce historians and poets pointed to them in their writings: were 1 not afraid oí
" annoying the illustrious individuals in whose company we are, 1 would soon
ce prove to thee the truth of what 1 advance." "By the Lord," exclaimed the
Arhir, who was lending an attentive ear to the arguments of the contending parties,
" go on, that is just what we want," and bis countenance was all oí a sudden
illumined by the rays of. veHement curiosity. I Bnu-l-mo'allem ~líen repliea-
" Dost thou realIy mean to saYo that excellency and Rower reside any where eIse
ee but amongst us ? Prove it." Ash-shalianoí was on tne point of undertaking
the defence of his country, when the Amír interposed and said " the subject is

D t e too ilnportant to be treated thus extempore; let each oí you retire, and corn­
ee pose a risáleh (epistle) in praise of his own country; you may then treat the
ee subject at large, and 1 shall be enabIed to decide between you." Ash-shakandí
then produced the master-piecé of eloquence and learning to which frequent
allusion will be made in the course of this narrative, and from which we borrow
the following:

" Praise be ascribed to God who permitted that there should be in Andalus
" people to take into their hands the praises of those who distinguished them-:
ce selves; Him who makes lasting whatever he pleases, and who has no one to'

" oppose him, and no one to find fault with him ; since who will call theday'
" darkness t who will say ugly to a handsome face ~ 1 have found a subject
" abundant with matter, since 1 have been endowed with a tongue to express
"utter. 1 praise Him because he made me one of his creatures, because he chose
" me to be one of those who acknowledee and adore mm because he causedo . ,
" to be sprung from a noble and illustrious race, becausehe gave me a mind

nI
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"admire and a' tongue to praise the meritorious ,deeds; ~and: the worthy.qualities
" oí my countrymen, and 1 ask his blessing and favour for our Lord"Mohammed,
" his -illustrious messenger, andmay God's everlasting peace and salvation be on
" his family and companions-c-those of the good deeds and pure intentions !

"But .to proceed,-., ,1 have been stirred 'out. of my tranquilstate, and. disturbed
" out of my peace; 1 have beendriven out of my pacificdisposition to defence and
" contradiction by a disputer on th~ excellences ofAndalus, who wishes to sepárate

," what is joined, and that we .shouldbring to himthings which neither spectators
" ever saw norhearers ever heard ofbefore, or if 'any did, .they .never transmitted"
" theirknowledge to -us,' since neither those who saw, nor those who heard,were
" authorized to do SO.lO . He pretends to .makeAfrica superior to Andalus, which
" is as much as tosay that the left hand is better than the right, and that night
"is brighter than day , and, O wonder! he , wishes to oppose glass beads to
','inestimable 'pearls, and to putpebbles by the side ofrubies; andIow lands on a
" level with inaccessible mountains.; he .might as weIl blow on a , hearth where
" t here -is no fire, or. go ahunting providedwith stones .instead of . hawks, 'as
" presume to maké great what God Almighty created small, and. to lead astr~y

" 'w1iat He decreed sliouldbe a guide. '
" Where. are ,' thy wits, gone .] what .ds become oí th:y, wisdom and p€metration,

"when the love of thy country has induceCl thee to extinguis~ bothtliyligñts, tnat
" <of thy 'eyés, and that of thy reason.? ·..P1.s ta tui expression ,' our: soyereigps/ 1
" -rmíst -say that they are ours too, .as can be proved by .thosewords of a' poet- .

" 0ne day against us, and another .for us; sometimeswomen.iand some'-'
"times eagles.' n , " ' . ' ' "

ce. Foralthough it be .truethat the courtof the West is now held in one óf y óur "
" cities,owing to othe Khalifate being inthe 'hands of .the Sultáns of the farnily of
" >'Abdu~l..rmimen.. (may God Almighty perpetuate it . in their hands 1) we also
" have had Sultáns of the Korayshite family, of whom an Eastern poet has' said-

, 1 belong to ~ family of nobl é andgenerous people ; .a race . whose march

, isproclaimed by innumerable minarets.
'Khalifs among the. Moslems; ' powerful conquerors am óng the infidels :

, the .source of every generous action, the f,ountain ofhonour.and glory.'."
. "And.of whom a.Westernpoet has said als~ .

'Are we not oneofthe Bení. Merwán; whateve~'may be' our fate,what-

"',ever may be the turn of fortune's inconstant wheel ? ~ ,
, , 'Whenever a birth :.takes place among us does not the earth assume "at

~ 'his aspect thaappearance ' of a full moon r do not the minarets quake. at

, "the sound ofhis proclamation ~'13
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(' During their reign this country produced .authors and poets enough to
"ornament 'aH the rest of the world, and whose names alonewere to the pages
" of thebook of time whatthecollar is to the neok of the .ring-dove: .

'Whosé famefound its way toan regions whichfhe.sun illumines with
, its rays, and travelled over a11 the seas and 'Iands.where . the wind reaches
, with its blast.' 14

" Kings, who never ceasedone momentruling overmankind,and oí whom a
e, poet has said-.

e The Khalifate in .yo~r family seerris .to be. eternal, a:[1(1 · the .Sultáns have
, succeeded each other as the pearls in a necklace united by the thread.' 15 _.

" Until God A1mighty 'decreed that their thread shouldbe cut; and their
" empire should vanish, They disappeared, and their history with them ; theywent
e, away, and their very traces .havebeen obliterated.

, The ornament of earth they were while they lived; after their death, alas !
' ·their names willonly embellish books.andgive .value to history.' 16 .:

" 'For how .many noble actionsdidthey not fumishithe historian .with '? . How
" many oí their 'memorable sayings becanie .the. property of thepoet, to drive.
e, both,him and the historian to despair with the'difficulty of thesubjectf.

"Since man always . leaves hehind him sotne:memorial;· and thine wifl, be
, , él real treasure for the collectors.' 1'1 , .

" One of tlíeir greafest liings was Al-mansúr Ibn AoÍ 'W'mir, of whomI sha11
" merely mention to thee a few circumstances, for 1 know of no other Moslern
" wno, in his conquests of the Christian ' territory, , reached, sword in' hand, to
"tne very shores washed by the green sea, who didnot"leave in 'the infidel
" country a single Mos1em captive, who surpassedHerkal :(Heraclius)18 in the
,e number of his armies, Iskhander (Alexander) in prudence andmilitary talents,
" and upon whose tomb, whenhis doom was decreed, the following verses
" engraved :

, The traces he 1eft behind will tell thee who he was, as iffhou - sawest
, him with thy own eyes.

'By Allah, the succeeding generations will never produce 'hisequal,
e one who knows better how .10 .defend our frontiers.t" .

" More praises have been sung oí :this Al-mansúr,- and",more .books have
"dedicated to him, than is easy 'for me -to enumerate .and dnform .thee of,
" much so that the fame oí his namereachedus far as Baghdádcand the ...I..I ..UJ"""·'-.'

"remote corners oí the globe were filled with the report oí his good and
" qualities.

" However, when, after the breaking of thenecklace cilld the

D
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.H pearls,. the . kings 'of smaU 'states ~o 'd iVided' .among .themselves. the.cpatrimony '.
. "9f · the Beni.Dmeyyah, ". the cause of scienc é. .and .iliterature.t.instead of : losing,
~' gained 'c onsiderably by ,~th~ divisi ón, .since .every-oneoffhe .usurperadisputed
~, with each other the. .prize ,of. prose · arid poetical composition, and overstocked

' ce' theirmarkets' withalldepartments oí,science,' encouraged-Iiterature, and treated
" the learned with distinction, rewarding the~ munificently for .the~ -:lab:~urs ':
," theiriprincipal boast was-to ... have. people ' say~ .the lcarned.imarr, such a.one is
" held irigre~t ésteem vby theking so and so-c-orfhe-poet: such..:a: gne j s niuch
"belovedby the . kingsoand so ; so.. that .not. one .ia .tobe foundamong them
" who has I .not been distinguished .by. tp.e ; most brilliant. qualities. i.oc.iwho. has
~, not left behind him traces that -the :.hand .of tim~ : will: never obliterate. ..and
" which will -be : transmitted te future generations 'iIi thé,;Writings ·of .orators and .

I " , poets. " Such, "1 am told, .was . the casevwith. theBclavonian Eunuchs of:Al:' '
. ".mansúr, :' who' rose in theircgovemtnentsvafter:.his', death. tsuch - us .Muj áhid; .

.' ," .Mundher vand 'KhaYrán, . not to .mention: ,the :Arab .isovereignsof the .dynasties
" of'-Beni, Abbád,: Beni ' Som~deh; ·..Benf -Al-afttas. . .Beni Dhi-l-min," .Beni Húd,
" all of" whom were ' so muéh :' ,práised · 'and ·. extolled ~ .by . ,' poets.rthat.ihad .the s~ine

" praises been bestowed .on.. , night; she<wouJ.d' · , have'. ,hecóme lighte~> even ithan
, " day ; 'aiid: tlie. poets, never ceased .lpresenting -each.. othenwith ' the .offerings of
, :" ,the 'sweet-scented gales ':playing, .atíroiíg ',t lie.,J lowers, .and: : niaking: :updn-,_ thei~

,, .t reasü res ,the ,attacks of ~~barádh;22 .) lIltil their ~mbition, :gréWi,,'rsuch :that ~ one
" oí. their 'poets>:~~ore .that. He ~, .woti~añót- < praise·: ~ : '·king~jn :':a :Kasslaeh',·under .
"o'ne hundred. diriárs;' ,and :.. Al-mu'atamed Ibn .'AbD~d; :having" , heard oí. .it ,','sent '

" forhim· ana "oroereClhim . to write-nne-tand used all- sortaof-persuasion to
.~ ' induce . him rto: do,Oít;, but he .obstinately. refus éd ':to :comply with-his .wishes '

. . ' '. ' . ; . . ... .

, . ~'unIess , 'he , agreed to give him .the. sum he -asked.iit.rbeing -worthy .of-remark

" that A1~mu'ata~ed wasinotvonly thecmostipowerful .sovereign' of .his .time,
• "but onewho could bear·the·,least oppositionon -the, párto 'of'a .subject .> <: r, .

."Oneb(thegreatest acts of genero~ity,that evera monarchperformed.towards
.' ~, ,a · subject .appears ' in .the:,' follcwíng': anecdote.. which . is ,'a lurtlierillusttatibh' of
. " what. 1 ,have ' advanced~' " It:isrelated that ,'Abú o-hálib,~~ . the. :philolog~st, ..JfaVing
"oncewritten a very , fine :work , ~ lYlujáhid Al.:'ámirí,;:.wpo·was ' ~~ehikjng ~ of

' '' Denia~ sent. ,him ' as' apr~sent: ;oÍle ' thousanq: ,dinárs;:, a:.horse;;"aIida.r i9h :suit
' :" of dress, r~questing hiin~at ~p.e ' .'same , time to ;~ : 'say' th~t ,..th~ wQrb;.',had , been
, "" '. written' :'by h is,,.orders.~4' .; This, .howevér, eAbú G~álih· 're(useq ; to.,.do,..artd;' sending

"back the ' present"he gave th~ following answer-. ' " .~is;_book : -1 ~ wrote': merely
"', fór' the '-':use':,'of .the,'public,:'and 'jh ,qrder:that , ~y. name · ,might. :b~ , '~a:Ílded down

-" t o posterity; were 1 toput. atthe he'ad of!ttíny'other ::p.~~e,. :b:u~ ..wine, aH
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" the honour would be his. No, 1 wiU not ·consent to it.' When this answer
" was brought to Mujáhid, instead of being offended, he wa.s much gratified and
" astonished to see the high temper of his soul, and his courage and determination ;
" he returned him the presents, and said-' he 'might .at any rate .have mentioned
" me in his book; this is a thing happening every day; however, 1 shall not insist
" any longer.'

" But it being a notorious fact that all the kings of Andalus known by thename
"of 'Kings of small states' vied with each other in filling their capitals with
"learned men and poets, and 'encouraging by their unusual profuseness all 1he
"branches of ·literature, l .shall not stop to detail their actions. 1 shall merely
" remind thee of the princes of the il1ustrious dynasty of the Bení 'Abbád, with
" whom, as God Almighty has said in his Korán, reside fruit, palm,and pome­
" granate, under whose reign every day .was a solemn festivity, and who showed
" a greater passion for literature than was ever shown by the Bení Hamdán ·.in
" Aleppo;" and who became, together with their sons, relatives and Wizírs, the centre
" of eloquence both in prose and in verse, labouring assiduously and unanimously
" in the various departments of science; who left behind thembrilliant traces, and
" everlasting fame, and whose history abouncls in generous actions and noble deeds
" that willlast through succeeding ages, and livefor ever in the memory of mano
" And if what 1 advance be not true, by Allah, 0.0 ten me the names oí. countrymeri
" of yours who nave wstingyished themselves in any' path whatever before -the
" establishment of the present Muhadite aynasty. Dost th~u .mean Sakmút the
" Hájib,26 or Sáleh Al-baraghwáttí? 27 or perhaps Yúsef Ibn Tashfín,who, if he
" acquired any fame, owed it merely to his connexion with Ibn 'Abbád; : who, being
" the centre of the poets of his time, and the ,target to which .they directed .their
" praises and their verses, whenever they treated about him the name oí Yúsef was ... .
" necessarily introduced; otherwise, 1 ask you, would he have been known, an :
" ignorant and rude Beydawí as he was? and if not, 1 will relate to thee the words .:
"which they attribute to him. They say that Al-mu'atamed Ibn:'Abbád asked . .
"Yúsefonce, 'O Prince of the Moslems! dost thou know what these poets say t '
" , No, by my soul,' said Yúsef,' unless it be that they ask f~r bread.'But what
" 1 am going to state preves still more his ignorance: when Yúsef, some time after
" this, parted from Al-mu'atamed, and retired to his capital in Africa, the latter
" wrote him an epistle, in which was the following distich : ~. ; . .. .

, Thou art gone, and rny sides shake for want of thee, and the water -of our
, desert has dried up.

, Thy departure has changedour days into nights, the obscurity ·.of
, only thy presence can dissipate.' 28
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. .'-'When .these "verses were read to y úsef; he exelaimed, 'What ·does·he ask fo~ :?

. '" Does he'n~t say he wants us to send Iiimblackand wl1ite ~láve -'girls ?"

," " No, O master ! ' .replied .the reader; 'he only. means ,t ri say that hisnight
"becomes a dayat the approach of the Prince 'of ihe Moslems, since the nights .
~'spentiri pleasure are called white; and those passed in affliction and .sorrow black.
'e Thus he expectsthat with thyreturn day will again dawnfor 'hhn.' ,', Very'well,',

."replied Yúsef, ' answer hiin that our tears are dropping for his sake, and .that our

"heads are aching for Ioveof him.' Such wasYúsef's answer; andwould to God
" .that-Al-'abbás Ibnu-l-ahkáf 29 were ·living, iri order that he might have learnt
"from 'liimto show tenderness of love,
. . '-' But to proceed.c-since thou hast dared to dispute with us the superiority in

. " the sciences, ten me; has thy country ever produced a theologian like 'Abdu­
" l-málik Ibn Habíb, whose decisions are in force to 'this day?or like Abú~l- '

" 'walíd Al-bájí ? or.like Abú Bekr Ibnu-l-tarabí t or like Abú-l-walíd Ibn Roshd,
' " .the elder? or IikeAbú-l-walídIbn Roshd, the younger, his són,30-all of .. whom
" were 'the shining luminaries oí faith, and the bright torchesiof the religious
"oDservances' instituted by our holy prophet? Canst tho i~ bring forwardIn the
(~ science of traditi órls, roen like Abú Mohammed Ibn Hazm,"! who "adhered strictly
" to his principles of .á usterity and devotion in 'themidst of honours and .r iches,
ce' and while fílling .the > high .situation oí Wizír, ' and who ' shbwed himself more

. " anibitious of literaryfame than of any otlier, andwho saiél, when he , he~rd that
·'his books had beenconsurned by 'fir~ . . ' .' . , ' .. '...

'Do not rspeak to me of'<burnt vellum and paper; do notvlament the .
, information contained in them, and destined.for mankind. .· . '

, Fo~ ir the books are burnt, their contente are nctso, since they are
, still alive in my head.' 3~

.. :Ce 'Canst thou point out men of the merit iof Abú 'Amru Ibn 'Abdi-l-barr, the
, " author of the Al-istidhkár (recollections) and Ai-tamhld, (the ~ook oí levelling) ?
" .or likeAbú Bekr Ibnu-l-haddád; who is justIy called the Háfedh oí Andalus under
" :the present dynasty? Has thy country ever given birth to .men equalto Ibnu

; " Sídah,33 the author oí .the bo¿k entitled 'foundations of language,' and the
, " book of nouns, oí whom if it be true that he was deprived oí. the organ of sight,
.'~;ít .is ' no .less true that his intelligence and acuteness were unbounded ? .Has
H,Mrica produced grammarians like ·Abú -Mohammed Ibnu-s-seydvorworks that
" <canbe compared to his P or like Ibnu-t-taráwah, or like Abú 'AlíAsh~shalúbín,

ce' who is one of the most eminent men of the present day, and whose .reputation
."has spread fa~and wideovertheEast and West ? ' Where are those th~t can be
"<compared to Ibnu-l~bajeh .for their acquireménts in the scienceof ·music and
"philosophy? ' What long of Africa canst thou oppose to Al-muktadir Ibn Húd,
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" Sultán of Saragossa," who was -a realprodigy 'oÍ, nature in astrology.rgeometry,
" and natural 'philosophy ~ , Canst thouproduce in -medicine roen . oí the merit of
" Ibnu Tofayl ; the author of -.the epistleof Hiyyi Ibri Yokttan,~ ' and wellknown
" also by his labours in geometry and natural philosophyf .or. .Iike ·t he Bení Zohr,
" first Abú-l-'olá, then 'his son ;'·Abdu-l-málik , then hisson Abú Bekr, all three .in
" succession ~ 36 Name :to me .historians .like Ibnu-Hayyán. :.the, au th <:>r .' of . the

. " Al-matín 37 and Al-tnoktabis, .or philologists and Iiterati .like ' ~bú , I Amer Ibn
" 'Abdu-r-rabbihi," the authorofthe Al/ikd; or men that have exerted.themselves
"more in preserving vand 'transmitting to posterity the traditions, .events, and
"advantages of their respective countries .than Ibnu Bes ám. ithe, authoriof the
" Ad~dakhírah: certainly thou art. not vable to do so; but even -supposing- it .
" granted, .tliat thou couldst produce one. like them, would henot . look ·· like a
" treasure inan empty house? Cansí" thou boast oí eloquent.ipoets Iike-Al-fat'h
" Ibn-Dbeyd-illah. iofwhom people used tosayv.that if he praised, .the tobject of
" his praises rose inestimation; and on the contrary, ifhe reviled, heabased him . .­
" against whom his attacks were directed.ithe-proofs ofwhichabouridin his
" Al-kaláyid,39 a work towhich 1 refer thee? . What shall 1 say .of Ibn Abi-l-Khassál
" and his Tarsílah p40 . What of Abú-I-hasan.Sahl Ibn Málik.vwho is one of our
" most eminentpreacliers of the.Rresent day ~ .' ; ,

" Haveyo ú a poetlike the SUltán Al-mu'atamed IOn .'Aboád,· when he said ,. '
"respecting his father-: . , ,

, The general on the morning oí battle . awakes thousands, .. after which .he
, himself goes to sleep; certainly he is not to beblamed. : .,'

, He has a hand whieh the .proudest men kiss; were it not .for the dew Oí ,i('
, generosity which flows from it,' we should -thínk.vitrto be the stone at .:;·.:;'
, Mekkah.' 42 .. . , :.,L

" Have yon a king whowrote .on the various .departmentsof science. iand all and ::';%"
"every one of the branches of literature. :a work 'composed of.one hundredvohimeS? ;;.-:,:i
ce 1 can then point out to thee Al-modhdhafer IbnAl-afttas, .king of Badajoz, whomj
" neither thewarsthat ragedin his time, ,nor the grave.duties ofthestate, deterred-,
" from cultivating the sciences with the greatest ardour. j ' ; : . . t .; , : . " . ,

" Canst thou name to me Wizírs like Ibnu 'Ammár 43 . .who .wrote .that famóus::'(, . - . ..'..,

" ode without a rival in .its kind, and the melody oí ,which 'i s- sweeter to the .eaf ;;l
" than news of the arrival of abelovedobject. iand which.begins thus : ' , . '. .:

, Thou madest thy spear fiourish from amidst the ·heads of their greatest\

, kings, when thou sawest the branches of the trees pining:for the blossbm ; '/ / ::,
' Thou didst stain thy breast-plate .in the .blood of'their bravestwarriorsj'

, when thou sawest the fair decked with crimson robes.' .<&4. . " >"i>t
. " : :'; ::' :~?l
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