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provídedwith..~p.rese.nt. , · 'I'he.Padrinohas to..pay.all thefees.ofthe .

chureh, and to makeahandsome regala .to.thebride,". .: :>.: ~ , . :>: . .:. ;'

.Atlengththe happy morning :amves, .and Doloreshasmade her

preparationstomeet her Iover atthevillage..~hurch. ~ ...Sheisdressed . '

in the handsome .Basquína that.. Pa~9 'has pres'eÍlted~she g~es to

the altar..aecompanied by.'allhis:friends-c-she -there meets .her.NoYÍo~

waitíng with fond impatience .COl' .h er.arríval,..· Thefr .niutualvows

aregiven and received-the ,blessing of the Chureh ..is ."bestowed .on

their .union, ':' Dolores - supports ,her;par~with. · ~dignity~Baco ,js . oall

.animatícn,..and every .moment forgets ..the .lesson.which.his father.has

previously given him, on the~~~essitY ~~f; maíntaining.a .grave deport-

merit in .the serious transactions .of .Iife.» .. i. .< ;·,:.' c :;: . :.é:.·. .. ..r. -, , _
: ' . . . • ... • • o' · . . .. •

... The.happy¡~ pair .r~turn :.to ,. tlie ·bouse Qf tlie bride,....where ..an enter- , .

· tai~ent oÍs Iaid.out for .alltheír mutualfriends, " Theday is .spent in

joy:and .:festivity.;. .butIt, is:.whenúíghtclosesinthat. the -gaiety.of

.the . éottagebecomes unbounded. .'The .doors. are ....thrown wide open,

every person .who passes has.a .rightto entervand .is..made,.welcome' .' .

.The families of rank in .the neighbourhood ..make .a ;point .~f}payiDg

.their :compliments .to..the vírtuous. andhappy coupleethey .are .for- . .

:mally receívedbyold Pablo. .and.eonducted to .the head .óf fhe room,

wherethe Novia sitsblushing .at. the.side of herPadríno. ... .:. ~ ' J , .. . .. . . . ~

The first .Bolero is danced by the bride and bridegroom; out

· .accordíng to .the .custom ·'Qf .-fthe.:provínce, ;8:8 we. .have ·.before .men-

· .tioned.ihe o' is :soon ;displaced .with .. ," .Hagame .usted.sel..favorI."



For three days open house is kept by old Pablo Perez. Every night

.the dance is resumed with the same ardour. .The old man's heart

is as open as bis door-way j unbounded hospitality is a point of

honour on those occasions, which no true Andalusian will refuse to

exereise.

, 1

~
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87THE BETROTHED.

Another and another partner succeed the flrst intruder; the Novia

pants .for breath, and is ·forced, unwillingly, to sit down, Other

maidens supp!y ·her place: the voices of the singers unite with the

'scund of the guitar-the light touch of the dancer's foot is an echo

to th~ music, Their eyes flash fire-their frames are convulsed- ·

exolamations of delíght are heard at ·every side.-" Oh, que hermosa

-qué salero 1"
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-TH E ROAD TO THE FERIA.
, \

..
, "

. :... . .

.¡¡ :

:"-t. .', . -'

WE -knew .th atthe fair of Mairena was at hand, and that Paco 311d

,Dolqres would be'b~ning to .att~nd 'it. " We have caught them j ust

,,as "~ey are starting from'~ íhe house ot old Pablo. . See 'how proudIy

, ,' _,'he. sits bis Andalu~an Íior~e,. bis , so~breró tfuown jauntily on one

. side the head, ,'~s'right " h~nd 'pre~~ea on 'bismanir thigH. He is a

".ilerfect _majo~ ,froID. .the típ of the. rosettes of 'bis hat, to the last

:. ·~utton oí lüsbotines~ : .She has.Ieft her fine:'basquina ' andmantilla. .

"at home, and has ptit on the simple .dress, in which shecan more at

. ease. enjoy ' th~ festivities. of 'the feria. .- She too has Iaid by the

, ;:llatural timidity oí her.manner-s-she J~,~alled on to play a par~she
.. ,"Ji~s. to support the.honour ,of 'thc country as a true ,maj~. , Her left

hand is round the waist óf her Novio-her. right holds fast the

" aparejo, which1s'covered with afine cloth, and makes a comfortable ,

:' ~,pillion.·.. .Thé embroídered handkerchíef oneof the Iove-gífts of her

,,' . .P acor. Is .not forgotten-«, ~he, hoI~ it cunningly. in the right hand,

, , ' , ;'.' s~:,that . ~t . maypéfully'admired as it floats ín. tbe passing breeze,

, ) Wh~t ,a .. ;:.ch~g. CoupI~ !-, '" ~eaven: speed .theír way-the road -of '

, ' .

l ' ,

-.. • I~

. . "
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94 . THE ROAD TO THE FERIA.

happiness is open .before them-i-their path is strewed with flowers !

Theirhearts are filled withcontent-e-love has made a palace oí their

humbl~ cottage-c-Andalusia cannot boast acouple mas hermosoor

mas felix!

The road to the 'feria .is thronged by á happycrowd, calesas come

rattling along-c-horsemen-rush through.ithe ~,~lª,J;med multitude-s-. .

groups, headed by the best guitar-players, begin anharmonious

career, even from their ownvillage. The mozos and the mozas are .'

· swarmíngIike bees in summer-c-the .airresounds with the .melody of

their voice.-Delightful Andalusia! who,that knows thee well, would

.._-______ __ ::e~ch~ng~ .,'th:~ .glowing .climate; t~yr :r~~l ·~elig~t.s~ ·· t1,J.y ~.~imple:: plea~

~· ~ur.~~~~ ror . all, ; the~uxurieso~. other .landsl ~ :. > . ' . , ..: ,:: ;,: : . ' . -. : ~ ': .:

0 ­
....~

. '
:~ .. -,..:.. '..:' , '. ;~ = :: : ~ ' :" "' ~~ . - ':: : : " .~. ' ..:.:., ;~ .., ,; .. ,.'.",' : , .~ :~ : ~ .;.~ .. ', >':¡' :':'

.~.. . .
. . J .

~: ,: ~ Pac~ and his.NoYi6.steadily.:pursue:their .way ; :,she. :;is,<~.oquetis:l1, . .

. .,and .smilesa~d,repIi~s. totlle 'co~plfuie~ts. ·of' each friendoor :stranger,...

· .i~aco has, a~or~ . dignilled aspect .to.maintain-e-.a .pI~~d.a~nd.l~aug~ty '.

p a~ . veils;'the g~n~e:hiI.~!ityo.fJÚs :· .soul,. · which . c:anri~~ · . JJe .w1.l~~Y· · .'
.restrained ..by the rnaskof.affectatíon..:.: y'e~, a .littlebefóre .thedayJs .

. ~ . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . " , .. . . . \

:p,as~e.d, warmed withthe da~ce".~n~ :.one,or ,tWo .glas~es of , ~~ light .

,~ontiIla~o.; hewill bethagayest oí .the ..gay~laughter'wilLbu;J;~t

· -!r~m;. :hi$ .Iipafire..will flash .from hiseyes->.-his.generousnature ·.will
.beam forthin .all.dta.nativelustrerv .,.' .... " " ¡' . ., .' 0 • •' ... . _>.' ,' <:;:, ..

,..~h~y arríve..at.the fair, .and his.good horse.is.carefully.disposed.of: .:

'at' thePo.~ad·a•.~ H~..~!1ys.a: Iong .pole, ~:With .Jt _b~ll..ch ., ()f :~riba~ds : ' :~~ .

...... ih~ end-e-he takes hi~:D~loIes.under...his _íJ,rm,.and,.paradeswith ..her .
'. . . t)i~(),ugh~·th~ di1rerent :,avenues · ~~f..the feria. ;; :.Th~Y :receive anew :tl~e .:

• .;. .~ " . ,', : • •., • • .•• . . • 0# ••. :. , : . " . : " ' ~ ' . ' ". ; ::-- .• • • • . • < "':" :" ' ; ' ~• .: • .•; -Ó r -Ó» - , ~ ' . ··.10 · ·· ·

..

• 1..
. ..

" : . '

,. ' .. ., . .
:1".;.."': ',~.. :':.' ; ~.; .. ..

. . ' ..
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THR:FEIÜA~

. . ' complim~nt~- -of . a]J) .theit. : : acquaintanc~cf?ngratulations · flow in 'on

.' ... ~verY .sid~Pacoanswérs .them withdignity~Doloresheeds not what .

.is .said, hereyes are ·devouring.the trinkets and fine clothes whichare

· 'hung;. at: each~ . booth ~ \ to dazzle the eyesof víllage maide~s.Paco

hastens -to.make aselection of sorne trille for bis belle-'sheblushes

a~: she receives ik-.it ·isthe first fairing .from .her wedded love, To

the .last hour.ofherIífe .itwillbeworn next her heart..

. . The business of the feria proceeds-c-all the great horse-dealers of

t~e . 'kingd~ln .havo-come to make . theírpurchases. .. :'Ihe celebrated

: breed whichbelonged tothe convent of the Cartuja" near Xeres, are .
in,.great demand-e-there are not a sufflcientuumber for the .búyers.

· The -InfanteDon 'Franciscohas taken off the Iast lot; his 'Adminis..

trador".has .~ ·orders , .to secure aU··the bes~loolfu1g-colts. ~he farrners

are..··. ·Qont~n~no ~ accidenihas,.impaired ·tbeir .gQod::.humour, .The

feriais' ;at:an .end. towarcis.: thC '~lose of the ~ay-mirth'is now the

Eatron saint to ·whOn1 all thefr devotíons are to -beaddressed. .- , , ·. .

' . .

. '. A large tent covered with mats attracts thegeneral -attention-c;

it fs the best . ~hop for buñuelos. The fritters are cooked wi~h_the

·best -oíl; the;:dish::is ,.adroitly incline~ . so that :the grossést .part has'
. . . .

. passed .away•.:· .The .Iittle table -is Iaid, just large enough to serve

:eachsepárate p~rty': .it .iscovered with awhitenapkincwhíchfits

the centreof the tableand no more, no .par tof it hangsdownat the

, ' side~on .that the dish of' buñuelosis Iaid,' 'I'he.'.Novio,tbe N ovia,

. . and '.their friends si.t r~und, : and 'pick .out wíththeirflngers the rich

morsels: of rural pastry-s-a gJass·of.. sweet. wine, of .'the. delicious

'.'pajarete, or a copa of líqueur, giveszest.to-the bUñuelos. ,'

".



TliEFERIA~

, -The night is now setin, and the lamp caIled'Candil~ ,is mounted

atthe end oí a long pole, . Th~ tuning of guitarsis heard, ..the 'h~m~ ' ,

ming of'favourite airs announces the comingfestivity. Al! theyoung'

peopl~., stait ti*as 'many dancers as' the ' tent willhold. are flashing

theír ~ngers, touching their castanets, ~nd ftying'through the mases '

of the Bolero orSeguidilla together, ~~,Ay;ay, ay-', -Anda,~uchaeha

-'Salvá usted-e-gamos Chi~a~AIertá,- 'alerta!"-- .are heard. ':atevery

, side-e-the eye gets dizzyat ' looking on~ ,

96

. The owner ~f the -tent is ' a Gitana-e-her .wild, 'dar;k,.'eyes, ber
straight, 'black, .uncombed-hairv.her dingy skin, 'proclaim herGipsy

blóod.-: -She waits for ,th~ ' momerit',whenherguests"aree,,:clted bythé~ _
win~she aélvance's topay herobsequios-e-she whisper~'to Dolores-e­

~ deep blush overspreads thé,bride's -~heekari.d . neek. . Sh\e ma~es ¡'

the same conimunication to Paco, who answers ii witha loud laugh

\ -, a glance at ,his bewitchirtg .bridc-and .en exclamation:of."~ por

cierto sin duda-omuger !" ,

J .
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" ~~ ~, " The door 9r ,th~'teIif Isstopped ,by 'thos~ 'who cannot get ad~it.
tancerbeyond-them is ~ throng ,equally olamorousvand anxious to

come in. -Good. humour pervades them all ;not 'a.rude .word . ís .

, 'heard; not ','an ,',uncívil actíon is committed, 'A general courtesy pre­

, , ' ~ ",: '.. : 'vails~~h~ Mozo ,wouldbe 'disgraced who uttered a rude phrase, '

Th~ happy Paco 'and 'bis Novia take their Ieave, by presenting tIle

kind reader with the music 'of ' a genuine Fandango, Seguidilla,

' ,Boléras, andCachucha,

, , o"

.: ".:,":- ,Á'shówer 'of sweetmeats falls on the h~ads of the dancers-the

, ' Maj os 'scramble to secure them, and present them to their partners,

.They .arethrownby their friends who cannot find admission ,to the

- -tent, andtake.that 'delicate way of proving their admiration. The

dancing, ' which was susperidedbythe scramble, isagain resumed­

"a,fr~sh shower oÍ:sweets gives 'it another .interruption. Sorne of the

',' :'M uchachos rush '~út to see their friends, I others take advantage of the

,', 1l10m~itt to ~ce~py th~ir pl~ce~ ' The' guitar. continues its accompani­

, men~the " voice's of ,.the singers are again exerted-' tIle Fandango is

"i n : -reql1e~t~ the .' :' Cachucha i~ ':n ot" negle~ted; the Iota Arago~esa,

, ,tlIough íIot legitimate in AIldalusi~, cannot be dispensed with,

,-
, : '
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" , ' joS:E :' ~ MARIA,CONTRABANDISTAAND ROBBER.
." ' - .' . : . ' ' . . ' .' .

..: .

~_-...........~ Jos~ MiRIA w~s' ,t~e~most distinguishedofAndalusianrobbers. ' It 'i~

, but :t líe ritliérday that his career was flnished, and already fame has

,dístributed his"glory-thtougbJ eveiy p~¡'t :of: tne Eemnsilla. He liad.'
áll the 'qualities of 'a ~ greai man,'except~ that ' of cómm ón líonesty:: he

. cóUld 'never 'under~t"añd 'the ':distinc't~oris , of property, " Unhappily for

$p'airi, tlíere ~a:re'·too manyar ahígher.statíon whoresemble our hero
,in tlUs'respeét~ " " ' ~ . ,.,,'

'.

"

However, he was,galla~t, ga;:, and generous; never robbeda ~oor

.man, norill-treated the-person who surrendered bis'purse at the first

deinand-, -neverwas uncivil to a ' Iady->and to crown a11 bis 'good
" tfilalities~ he" has"frequentI~ · handed the booty, which he had just

,acquired .3t the risk of ros life,:to sorne'object worthy of bis compás.. '

sion, ~n ' whom he might ehance to light in bis mountain rambles,

,.A( t he time ourportraít \vas'taken, Jose'Maria was ' in .the zenith

of'his glory t and whether froin the audacity of'hís character, the:

. . .. ..

. .. .. .. . ;

·~,·\,>i>," j~i: ~:~ :,>¡~¡riil..
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terror inspired by Iris name, or the safetypurchased by bribing tlie

A.lcaldes, he frequently visited all the large towns, and more than
. .

once called on our artist, at Seville, who failed notto secure the

characteristic likeness 'which we now present.vThe slouched hat---,. .

the capa thrown across the .chest, ready with the action of the .hand

to be lifted up so as to conceal the fa-ce; gives an air ofmystery to

the :figure, which,.. in a few .hours after, might ·be seen displayed ina

magníflcent riding-dress, ~r~ed' ~p' 't~ "the ' teeth,".·and 'guiding ·bis ·

horse with all the pride of an Andalusian Mojo'-"

He was scarcelytwenty-yearsof age, '.-when .:fate, ·who made .a

Lieutenant of Artillery.an .Emperor of .Franco, determined. that the

90nt~abandista should .become a noted .robber, ' c' 'I'hajransitioñ w3:s,..
not diffieult, and there are many honestmen.in .th e present day who

combine .both characters, .

< . It happened; that while engaged.inone of rhis. systeII1aticenter- .

prises.dn vthe vicinity oí Cordoba.iwhich has' furnished somany

.Our hero began his career as a smuggler, ínfhe nursery of atl.

vice, the mountain .schools of crime.between Cadiz -and Gibraltar,

~hile yet a boy;he received bis chargeof cigars,' which were passed

lOf consumptiori into the interiof .of the count!1, -and -had 't9be' tíed

'on w:horse which his weak arms coüld not control. ~ . 'H e :was, in .

cons~que~ee .of .his .hopeful beginning~.called Temperanillo, or the

e~rly blossom; and by that appellationjhe wasbetterknowninthe .
Villages lie frequent éd, to ,the day of hisdeath, than by his Iegitimate .

appellation. . '-
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materials for our sketches.that .the .alarm was given, and' that he,

,with three of bis companions, were.obliged to take refuge, with their

contraband cargo, in a garden, which was separatedfrom the road

by a small ..fence. · .·The!e he -kepthis ipursuers .at bay, and would

probablyhave escaped without any further incident of importance,

·but. that, by aperverse accident, a young officercoming froin Madrid.

to SeviUe tobe married. ipassedby the veryroad, and was induced:

by the .appealsof ..the Alcalde, and~ a .strict .sense of duty, '10 puto

himself at the head of the attacking party.

. f.\

. ~ ~ Do ilot" mi 'Capitall, ' a_dyance,'~_ críed J o~e _M~ria. ;

. "'AtEllOs,} A Ellos .1. " .exci~Jimed .the. Captain, in reply...

. ..'.'PorIomor de D'ios-for the love of Heaven, stand back-. .go .thy

" ~ ' way in peace!" again cried the smuggler.

"Adelante, cldcos-forward, my.lads," was the young man's answer.

." Cuidado,. hombre_otake care, ·good man," said Jase .Maria, hís

blood.being now up, ,

.The brave young manadvancedwith resolution, calling on Jose·

_- 'Maria to ' ~su~ender; but the Contrabandistatold himin the mosto

décided manner..to .beware, .as ·.he and bis companions .were .deter ..:

mined.not to yield, .but ;t 9 defend theír lives .and 1500tr to-thé laste
. .

~"~.. .The Captaín set spurs to bis horse, cleared the hedge which con.. ,

.cealed his .prey; and.drew a pistol from the holster, . _. ..

-:~~ Oncemore. stand oft'? said the smuggler, .with .his gun pr,e.. :,
,..
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!lis first care was to 'organize: a sufflcíently numerous .band, and

that was not a diflicult matter, considering thaquality of the asso­

ciates .withwhoni he had liitherio :spent',liis timé. ..Several of' the .

.. -,

.,', Surrender!" was the last word uttered ,by the young,man as: he

dashed thespurs into bis horse ; .for atthat instant the unerring airo .
ofJose Mariasent abullet to hisbrain, and he. dropped a corpse' at

the smuggler's feet. The .Alcalde'.and bis cowardly party fled, and

JoseMaria .and bis companionswere Ieft sole masters of.thcfiold;" : ,

,".'

..~ ,

. ... oII . ~. • ~

~L • •

Jose never ceased to regret the Cate of the brave young man, whom

he alwa~s asserted he shot only in self-defence; and oif'ever, in his .

':s'ufisequent career, he indulged-in a seriousreflection, it was 'whcIl the ..

l'ecolíecti~n of the gallant youthvstaggering from hishorse ~. by the...~

death-wound his .hand hadmade, flashed across his mind. . . The idea
. . "l .

haunted .him to the Iast 'hour of his existence, and he spoke of 'the

event as that which he most deplored in the .long course. .of ..lrls
eventful career. . -'...f · .

. serited to . the intruder. "By the Iove you'bearyourmotheivstand

b· k"ac . '

" -~ " From that day the fate of Temperanillo was decided, The young

offiqer belonged to'one ~ of the great familiesdn;..Spain, 'whQ' vdw~d

revengo .against bis murderer ; .and inflamed already by hisprofes­

sion ofsmuggli:rig, there was but one step from the contrabandista

.to the robber,-,and t hat step Jos é Maria 'did notliesitate In talcirig. ' .
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boldest.smugglersflocked .to .his standard, and a body .of at Ieast

·one 'hundfed was at lengthestablished, who ~e~e dístributed on aH

the leading roadsof the provinee; under the command of several

'. Lie~.tenan~s, . of. : ~h0!ll Caballero, one.of'.the handsomest young roen
~fthe~.d~y, :)Vas· tp~.~~ost re~arJrable~; . . . .

.'. ~ ~ ,: ' : .' '' ' . _'_ ~ • ~ . .... ~~:' ..; ro ~' .. ' " • • rÓ,

r, ff~ ,n~~t: undertook .t~e "task . o~ securing the confldence,.a r good-

. uill~:~f .alJ .the víllageauthorities ;.'.~~~ it is saíd that in the height of '
his "prosperity.hehad every.Alcalde in .Andalusia in bis pay, as ..well

' a,~ . severalof.the . clerks.iin the different public departments of the

__.._.~~ovince~ ';, ' JI{.·;#~.. bther.·way :can the correctness of tbe information

w!J:ich .he possessed, .of the marching of troops, and 'of the orders

. ghT~n .:t() :.I~arti~ssent.in ,Pllrsuit. or'him, beaccounted for.Re was,

as ~t~w~~(}"by '· en~h.áp.:tm~nt~ ' !tn~t_ in _ posses~ion of the pl~ns. of ~ye~
•' (Japtai~~Ge~eral ; .' . ~~d: h~ ~o~c~ had the i~soIenc~ to send to General

~ ·Qu.es~d~?w~Qse,:~úr~er .~t,M~díi(i has so lately occurred-c-ácopy of

theorde~ ' .~hic4 ' .that , ·p~~~o~~g~: ."the~ commanding .in Andalusia,

ar:~w:...;up a gaiils{ ,hím. · (~~~~~~a: . · was soIntent on secrecr being

. observedv.that he sho~edt~eori~inal but t~. one secretary ; but even

with that pre.cauti?ll it 'Yas,:in'Jo~e Maria's possession thesame night,

. .

.. .' ,.The :Venta of, Cardenas, on the Madrid road, near Cordoba, was
. " , ' . ~ ", \ ' . ' . .. . . ' . . . ~

. one of his favourite robbíng stands, It .is situated on a hill which

commands the whole .country for leagues, and no surprise could, with

any ehanceofsuccess, 1Je .attempted ~gainst it,

.: . .:,Whe~ ~ware' that a: carriage worthy of iris notice was to pass that

;~.r, orwhenhe det~rmi~ed torobthe diligence, a favouríte pastime
Q

". . ...
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'.. He seldom molested .a carriage, 'or ,was at the trouble ,to oopen.

.When his víctíms carne 'ahead of t~e .Venta, .half' <his. squadron

gallopedín their rear, and drew up across the road, while theothers

dashed in .advance, and .t ook up a '; similar pósitíon. i..Tose . .Mari~

himself,- mounted on avsuperb 'charger.. and, .attended "l?y =á .single
, . .

aide-de-camp, -with quit~.:the .airof a field-marshal, advanced to.the .

carriage, and first requesting that a;U'nr.e-ª rms might bedelivered ni> to

bis .atténdant, presented his .qompliments to ros .pati~nts, .as he called

them; and begg édth é favou~ of th éir watclíes, trinkéts, and cash,: :'. :.

This d émand was invariably compliedwith,as ~ustomhadreduced .•

, the Toad to a veryproper standard:?f~eciprocity.> ·T~érobbedquietly

yielded their. ,cash, and the robbers ~ gavethem-neitherfll-wordsnor

ill-treatment. Indeed, the formidable display of sorne twenty well­

moun~ed banditti with their blúnderbu~se~atthe.present, .would .cool

the couraga .of.men even more valiant t4~ri 'Spanish travellersgene-

. rally áre; .and.J ose Maria was -scrupulcusly. well-bred. iund encou­

raged a quick delivery of th~j.r valuables by thejsubsequenttpolite

~ttention which he exhibited to his friends. .• . . ,.

. .

with .him to keep his handin, heused to sweep.the whole...country,

witlúna certainicircuit, roen, women; and ehildren, .and-sliut .them

upin the Venta,in-,order that nohint, whether by accident ~ or. other,:

. wise, should go forth o(:his.i~tenti9ns~; · < ·He 'then drew up :his : '~meJi

under cover of the 'house, and placing .J rimself ·at .their.hoad.tquiétly

awaited, like a spider ínhis net, the coming of the poor flíeshe was -

about topounce upon.· : . . '. ' ,
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trunks andvportmanteaus ;' out a tríckwhíchsome of the Madrid

passengers introducedof hiding their valuablewatohes, while they

wore cheap .articles, ' .got up r for the oécásion, compelled him most

reluctantly ,to:'t ake .... the trouble of .occasionally searching' forothem, ,

in.order' that so irregular apractíce should have sorne check.

' ::. His 'coolness .at .. those. periods s was remarkable; 'as' it sonietimes

happened that the fair sex would' complain that theirdresses wer édis-'

turbedbythe handlingof'his assistants·. ' In o~e instance, a young

lady'.burst .into tears, and bitterly reproached hini wíth damaging her

hall costume, "Señorita," saíd Jose Maria, "you are ungrateful

and unreasonable. . My life, and that of every one of rny men, are

already forfeitéd..to ', th~" Iaw ; if any one of' us he caught to-morrow,

the ganoote would 'be 'our fat~ within á ·week. Ther éforé no 'new'crime

can ~pla(fe 'us in''a worse posítion' than we are. 'Be grateful; then,:that

. we ~reat you with respect~' for you are witlilll our pówer; 'and 'you are

onl~ spared by tbe humanity of our nature."

'~ , The young .lady drew backabashed, and .th e speech of thebandit

was highly applauded by the other passengers.

.>:'Indeed~liisgallaIl:trf .was proverbial. ' Dn another occasion, a

womaii oí fashion going up to Madrid had her trunks filled with fine

dresses, valuable jewellery, l~ce, . and everything suited. to a person of .

her rank, aIl 'of which the heavy hands of bis searchers made their

booty. .·.·The lady being anAndalusian, .and' fulI of thewít and self- .

possession "of .her province, .stepped gaily up. to Tem~eranillo,. and
.exclaimed-é-. . . . , .. ..
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:"Amigó1 well, Lmust retumto Cadia--Praywíll yoü assistme
on the road ?'~ '. ' ..

.; " Why 'so~ you~ ladyship ?"exclaímed the.:robber. ·: :'. ;' ;) ~ : : : •..,

::"." Why, how .can .a·woman ofmy rank go to.Madrid .without- the:

dresses arid omaments fit to appear .atCourt in 1';.replied Dona.Julia,r :

\ '

i
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." Restoreall.this lady's property," .was. the .ánswer given .by.Jose .'

Maria; . and the gang, .ever obedientjo ... his' orders, : immedi"t~11

retumed to her her goldwatch; chains; ririgs, ··&9. '; .' and their captaín,

making a .lowbow, begged the~on~urof.her accepting.them .at .IriS:
hands, . .. , ., ,' .:. '. .•....:" , . .'. ':':'.' . .:, .

~ .' Caballero and Amigó.!-. l 'n~ver . can.forget .your kindness," .con­

tinúed tlie lady;".giving oneof' her sweet siniles; ." but the fact ís, 1

must still bea claimarit on yonr bounty•.: Lcannot go to Court without .
money ·inmy pocK~t;." . . . . . . ..

. . ,,: ~' '-, ' -. ' . . " '~ ~..~; . ;

" How stupid to forget that!" exclaimed our fríend ; : and in :an

instant hermoney ~as in .her hands.withanofferof asmuch more

from the treasuryof the banditti. ' ;.' ~ . ' ..,.,'

The lady went on to Madrid ;',and 'when thepardon.ctliatwas sub­
sequently granted '.to·JoseMaria.rwas in '".dep.beratioD,.h er·j nfluenc,e

was of great valúe in -carrying it through-.. ' :.. . ; .';... . . :~ . .-,......

. . '

; ', Indeed, .his devotion to .the gentler portionof the .creatíon ,was

something -romantic.r v.And we haveknown a.family.iwho .remained

. for two monthsat a mineral spring withinthe limits of'hiskingdom,

. ~ - ' -,.

• o, ' . '.



m na

.J.OSE MARIA; CONTRABANDISTAAND ROBBER•.· .1 17 .

'.

whowere not once disturbad, though theywere rich, and the younger

personages ,vett handsome,. ,H e even gave orders to Iris gang not to

pass near the '.house which .the family inhabited j and though the.

,young.people were constantlyon the watch, to gratify .their euriosity,

they seldom had the opport únity of seeing anyof the banditti, so

' strict were tbe latter in fulfllling the wishes of.. their liege lord.

, : , Scrupulous as Jose Maria generallywas in,sparing life, occasions

<lid occur where persons, w?om he would willingly have saved, carne

to ah untímely ~nd. · He 'deeply regretted 'these unfortunate cases,

,and the following was another.he never ceased to deplore.

'" The merchant did prepare ,the ransom ;"but as it.was necessary .at

that period to ~rocure a pass from thepu~Iic offices for money sent

out of thetown, notice wastaken of'so large a sum being directed to. . . _ . " . ' .

.a :solitartvillagein' the mountains.and orders were sent t~ watch the

bearer, .and follow him to .the place; as it undoubtedly would .lead to

, the discovery of a nest of thíeves,

. ~A " merchantat Cadiz .was, l~id hold of by some of the gang, and

.conduoted ',to' thei~ , éhief who~ after ~' ~ea.t .deal of remonstrance,

. · ~greed, to lethim go to bis family, onthe solenmpledge that he would

send by a certain day, and to a certain place, the sum fiXed on for a

~~nspm~' . ~wo. thousand dollars was the price of bis release, as his

.:wealth was well known, andnothing lesswould satisfy the band,

. . "I'he .servant ' ~et out, and after .. passíng the Isla St, Leon, turned

·: ·p:fF·i~e. road.tu the quarter to which he had been commissioned ; but
, ' 1'·
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