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ANDALUCIAN SANTERO

CATTLE l\fERCIlANT O~ CORDOVA

SKETCH AT VALDEPEÑAS •

A YOUTHFUL l\IENDICANT.-SKETcrr

THE VENTA DE CARDINAS.

ANCIENT AQuEDUCT AT l\IERIDA

lAN UNFORTUNATE DAY: DESPAIR OF A GUITAR-

RERO

IDLERS ON TIlE BRIDGE OF ALICANTE

BRIDGE OF SAINT l\IARTIN, TOLEDO.

AN AMBlAN vVELL, TOLEDO

INTERIOR OF SAN JUAN DE LOS REYES, TOLEDO

A DOOR OF THE l\IIDDLE AGES, TOLEDO.

A RELAY BETWEEN TOLEDO AND :MADRID

CO)IBAT BETWEEN A BULL AND A TIGER

VENDOR OF VV1L~ l\IATcnES

T
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CHAPTER 1.

From Perpiguan to Figueras-The night watchmen-i-The irrigation wheel-i-From Gerona to Bareelona-The capital of
Catalonia-c-The churches-c-The beggars-A Spanish cemetery-The Rambln-The nncient prisons of the Inquisition-«
The Convent of l\Ionserrat-Tarragona-Spnnish hrigands-The diligence-The !lalcm, and other vchicles-Thc mayoral,
theza!lal and the delantero-Hens and Poblet-e-Tortcsac-Vinaroz and the Duc de Vendóme-c-Thc algarrobos-Beuiendo,
how the winc of Bordenux was made a centnry ago-Aneient Baguntum-c-Murvicdro and its theatre.

lVly old friendoDoré hnd been talking te me for a long time of his desire to visit Spain. At
first it was only a vague project negligently thrown out betwcen the whiffs of a cigar; but
it soon became a fixed idea, one of those dreams that Ieave no rest to the mind uutil they
are realised. 1 never saw hirn .at nny time but he put the question, "'Vhen shall we set
out for Spain ~"

"l\ly dear friend," 1 replied, "you forgct that twenty times already, if 1 remcmber
rightly, 1 have traversed the classie land of the castanet and bolero."

" AH the more renson," he said ; "seeing that you know Spaill so well, there should be
no further cause for delay." 1 OWll I coulcl ruise no objcction to his forcible pleading, and
our departure was speedily resolved upon. Is it not one of the greatest plensures of a
journey to revisit familiar sGe~es in the company oí un exccllcnt aud sympathetic friend ~

Sorne days later we took OUl' tickets for Perpignan, where we arrived on the fol1owing
A
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SPAIN.

evening. In the sume way as Bayonue is half-Busquc, Perpignan is scmi-Cntalonian ;
the popular dialect is almost the sume as that spoken in Catalonia, Our conveyance,

which started next day, had nothing Spauish in its appearauce: a commou-Iooking

driVOl', crowned with a vulgar cap, took tlie place of the 1nCtY01'ccl in famous Andulusiau
costume. Instead oí tlie ten 01' twelve haudsomely caparisoncd mulos, we had six strong'

horses, with which we muele an unpretentious start, .Ou1' path lay alollg a road hedged
ÜI with alces, whose sliarp
lenvcs stood up Iike a bristling
nrray of poniards ; aud being

in the 1110St southem lutitude
of Franco, we could already

descry the snowy summits
of Canigou rlslllg nbove a

vast horizon oí blue aud rose
colourecl moun tains, Soon we
lcft the pluin, aud pnssing
through the little villagc of
Boulou, entered the defile of
Pertus. Here, as our veliicle
uHH1e its slow nnd tortuous

way up the stony stccps, we

were cnabled to procced on

foot, and fountlloisurc to sketch
one 01' two gigalltie speciulells
of the eork-trce, whieh twiues

its noble brnnclics in tú n covcr-

ing for the moun tui 11 sirles.
'I'ho trunk, before it is deuudcd
of its bark, is as rousrh as an un-

\::)

hcwn rock, Lut whcn strippcd
it has a bl'igll t rose ti 11 t, ns ir
Lleoding f1'0111 its wounrls. The
picturesquo ruins wliich border
the pass, \\'ith their clmrmin«

/::)

coutrasts of light aud slu«lo,

also aflorded exccllent subjeclH
for thc pcncil, 'l'heso old
towors and strOllglloJtlR ha ve

THE COI, DE PJmTUS; THg CORK·TREES. stoor] nnmovod ou tlicir rocky

foundations, the grim witnesses

Pertus has nlways Loen the natural .. O" of Jl1rtuj' a eonf1ict. 'l'he Col de
oí the P 7 ' P ( passuoe aeross t.lre castcrn .cxt1'ClniLy of tho clmiu

,) renecs. ompeyancl Csesar passod throu«l · 1 lb .: 1
Many centuries later tI G tI 1]' o 1, <t11( erra recamo a Romal.l provinco.

, le o 18 mar e t ierr way throuch tI '. 1 f I 1 hli
selves in the land in l, f} R o I1S (e 1 e, :1JI( esta J]ished thcrn-

, p nce o t le iornans Thev ir tI . t .
Arahs' the Íattor ontercc1 F' tl l·l . J 1 ICI,1' urn \Yere drlvcn out hy tilo

" lance Irouo' 1 t 10 Col de P tI 1 .
arrested by Charles l\I 'u'tel L " XrVo . ' el' ,\l S, aJI( t H.'lr progl'css was ouly

( • OUIS l., In order to socu ' tI '. .
t O le pos~eSSlO11 of tllC prO\'lJlCe
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THE CUSTm[-HOUSE OFFICERS OF JUNQUEIL\.

built the castle of Bcllegarde, whoso towers we could just see crowlllllg a high peak,
whence it overlooks aud commands the approach.

Junquera is the first village at which we stoppec1 after erossing the frontier. Hcre
our passports were ndorned with new signatures, nnd a delay of two hours enabled us
to make the acquaintance oí the Oustom-

house oflicers, who only cliffered from

our own in their drcss, and in the U10re

startling name of carabineros. 1'0 do

justice to the zeal of these functionaries,
they overhauled our "luggage most con

scientiously, turned everything upside

clown, und, in the trouble they caused,

gave us the full bonefit of their ofliciul
power. "\Ve were 1l0W in Spain, 01'

more correetly Catalonin, for mnny of

the Cataloninns hardly considcr them

selvcs Spanish. They speak a peculiar

dialect, whieh beurs a striking resem-
Llanee to the Limousine lauguage of the Middle Ages; this dialect has not only its

gramnHtr and its dictionaries, but a literaturo .of its OWl1. The Catalonians are aceounted

the most thrifty aud industrious people in Spain. Their inc1ustry has indeed become

proverbial; thus in sorne provinees the eommon phrase for going to shop 01' market is, "Go

to the Gatn.lonians." Another proverb says,

" If you give stones to the Cataloniau he will extracf bread fronl thern."

After J2assing through J unquel'a the country resembles a forestof olivos, forming

large grexisH masses; soon we arrive at , Figueras, one of the strongest towns in Spain.

Gerona, through whieh wo also made our way, is equally well defended, ancl has survived

many a c1esperate siege; it is a quaint olc1 town, and historically most interesting.

Often in traversing its narrow and tortuous streets one notiees the frouts of the old

houses covered with the most grotesque sculptures oí the Middle Ages, The cathedral

stanas npon a height which overlooks the town, and is reached by a handsome staircase.

of one huudred steps. The principal doorway , named Puerta ele los Apóstoles, is ornamented

with rare terra-cotta statues representing the npostles, anc1 it benrs thc date 1458.
'I'owards mic1night, in one of the dark streets of Gerona, we heard for the first time

the melaneholy voiees of the serenos; these guarc1ians of the night, wrapped in their

stone-coloured mantles, and with their lanterns c1angling from the end of a polo, carried

one back to the heart oí the Middle Ages. N ot conteut with watehing over the sleeping

townsmeu, they, in a manner peculiar to themselves, announce the passing hours, and as

the uights in Spain are usually calm, the watchmen have naturally received the name serenos.
These men remind one of the Naclüioaclüers of Amsterc1am, who parade the streets armed

with ft sabre and a stnff, alld cry tIle honrs to the inharmollious aceompaníment of a

wooc1en rattle. The serenos, c1evoicl of this instrument, heralcl the hours with a sort of

chant fuU of origillality; sometimes 'they lend off with a few \Vorc1s to the praise oí God,

Alabado sea Dios! 01' Ave .111arri(~ pUJ'ísima ! This last form is more espceially uscd in

J
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Andnlusia, where the Virgin is the object oí veneration under the name Santisima; Before

commencing their nocturnal promenade they generally meet at tlie town-hnll, from which
they disperse to their wards, 'l'hese -watclimen render many and varied sorvices to the
townsfolk; they not only see that the doors oí the houses aro proporly secured, but in
cnses of extremity they fetch the monthly nurse, doctor, 01' priest; at times they are charged

with missions of a more profane ordor, and lost strangers find in tliem trusty friends. One
night, losing OUl' way In a
labyrinth of strcets, we carne
neross a bravo sereno, who

recoun tec1 to us his many
troubles. He was, nbove all,

afraid of . losing Lis post, as
situatious of this dignified

order were much covctcd by
his countryrnen. Having taken
leave of our commuuicativo

friend, we retraced onr steps
to the statíon, aud took OUt'

placea for Barcelona,

"'vo had already mnde our
way so far along a detestable

road, wheu our progresa was

stoppod by a suelden riso in the

torront del 11IanoZ, which is
usualIy passod by a ford, and
we were obligod to wait until

the water had subsided. Hap
pily day bogan to duwn, and

profitiug by our forced dolar,

we sct out to exploro thc envi

rons. 'l'he vogotation 'Vas mng

nificent, thanks to the noria
so common in tliis rcgion.

The noria, tlie an-naoür« of

the Arabs, is a machine of

primitivo simplicity, uscd to
raise water for the purposes of
irrigation. 'I'he water is col-

COL DE PERTUS (CHATEAU DE BELLEGARDE). lccted in tanks scvoral ynrds
doep, Iined with mortar, A

. circular cord likc un cndless
~haiJl desccnds luto the tank : to this cord tcrra-eotta buckcts are attached nt recular
intervals, Each bucket is mnde to hold six 01' eivht quurts of water A . ;::, le1] . . o ,. 'l<. 11 lnunOllSO wooc en
w lOO '. ~urnlIlg hOl'lzontally. on its axis, communicates its motion to a vertical wheel
over which the oudless chain of Luckot 1 b l' ,. fill l i lIs las ecn pnssert, 111e buekets WhOIl dcscendin«
me ec In t 10 tan r, and whon ascendino aro ti 1 . . \:)1 1 1. 1 . . o' omp ICC luto a rcsorvOIr plnced on a hiuhor
eve, w ne 1 conlmUlllcatos witli a network of ' ·1 1 o

~ cana s cut t irough thc flclds requiring


