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..the wallbehind 'him witli a ·great . crash; ;andopoured a
deluge of .blood-red liquid ove'r.his n~ek, shoulders, and

. .whitevestmcnts, . In a .trice he sprangup, agory figure
.instead of a .elean -and trim .Iittle man j and rushing

..upon themozo .with a howlof rage,.the twain grappled
.together in .the. true worrying style. The rest of the
companj as quiekly jumped to their feet, and throwing
.themselves :upon the pair, endeavoured 'to part them;

" but .fn trying toeffect this, they .onlyimpeded each
;otper's..efforts, and for .the next two minutes a: mass
of tenor twelve human beings inigbt be seen tugging,

·hauling,: and straining at each other's "throats, appa­
rently for no conceivable object, and all the while reel­
ing sbout t~e' room, "I'o .complete the effect ofthe
scene, the terrifiedhostess revolved 'round the strug- '
gling~oup with a sort of dancing step, uttering doleful
." Ayes de mi !'" und puttíngup many aprayer to the
·Virgin~All thiswas highlydiverting .to 'me" until the

. .mass surged into my comer, and, upsetting the table,
.scattered mybreakfast on the floor: then, indeed, the
.whole. afi'air assumed quite a differentuspect, ando1
tho.ught;it shamefulthat people could not meet .in .a

·venta withoutengaging in unseemly brawlsj.and; what
:wasworse; deprivingme of'my repasto ;.At last thefray
')Vas :1?roug~t . toa : close: the origiuators of it, heing .

· ,~mi asunder by."two.01' three peacemakersjwere held
. ~part : at .~> few . paces· frQm 'eacll other, and stood breath­
lng .hard.:from .' their .exertions, .and wíth countenances
Je~ wrathful than before,: , " .,; . . ' '., . ,' ...

'; . '~ ~re. yo~fri~nds?"was the ·inqu.iry made themby
, S?lJ.1e orJh~ 1Jyst*nders, in.the way in whieh that ques­
~lon ·is pu~ to children:who have squabhled and fought
;with :eac;h'other_" :Ar~ you.friends nowP" .. . ...
,. <; :T~~. ~ajr; in~i.m~~.ed th~ir assent; , o:n~ .t~en being.re­

T
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Ieased, rushed once more into each other's arms, not to
renew the combat, butto embrace as'brothers,

",Moriré -porell" (1 will 'die for him) shouted the
Iittle'man, as he; caught up hHr 'tallantagonist,and
swung himround and roundin 'afit of ardent afi'ection;
then -the -compenyresumed their seats, and peace was
.re-established..: '" , . : .,
. . As we wended our wayfroni th é venta,'Lquestioned
my muleteer as 'to what he would have: done had the
brawlers used )heir navajas~ ' and the life of one been
taken. ' , ' . !

. " "Iwould haveroade off as'quicklyas possíble," said
'he ; ." andothesame would allth é:others have done."

; "Arid would you have leftthe·man weltering in his
bloodp'" ¡.. . . . '

. "Without 'doubt," hereplied. .
There' was:reason inthis.·4 Accordingto the old law

of Spain; he' wnowas',found inthe ·vicinityof ·a mur­
dered man ~'was liable t~ · beconsidered as the guilty pet~

son,'and:bad ~ to preve bis innócence 'ere be recovered
bis · liberty~ : ·· · ·· :From ·· this it · fóllowed, ·that ·as soon as 'a

.man fell -wounded -in ·some .broil,everybody fled ñom
the spot~theinilóceritbys~ndersaswéILasthemur­
.derer-e-leat -the justiciashohld bear them: to 'prison':

. 'even: .those whomight havewishedrto sct :the"part 9Í
goodSaroaritans; :were déterredby' like apprehensions

'fronr w-awing;nigh~' , so tbat the-stricken'wrétch "not :un­
frequently -perished-fromwantof timely'assis~ariée.': ~
am not awareif this law hasbeen 'altered, tbllt ~the feel-

.ing .it;engenderedyet exists,án& people are ~ráth'er' 'sby
of meddlingwith thebieeding workof'sssassins or
brawlers.: ' ) , i ' .

'.The roadr;om Bazato Guadix is'marked in the'IIlap
as aroyal 1highway, :andpracticable ·for cimiages,;and

I
!
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tmly we did meet one solitary vehicle, a tartana, .or
-light covered:cart, the sight ofwhich being a rarity in
these regions, so startled my mule that she sprang down
a steep slope, and the riderbeing carelessly seatedside-

. ways, sent him.rolling down the declivity. Neverthe­
less;lwould counselno four-wheeledvehicle to try this
roúte, which only differsfroms mule-track in' being a
Iittle .wídervand in displaying a Httle less 'of the stair­
-casefashion bywhich these paths aseend and descerid
-the mountain acclivities. i. The sceneryatthe same
timebegan to 'sinóoth its ' ruggedfrontcandthe grim
sienas, whicb we"had 'unceasingly encountered during
thepreceding days, ,now ceased to cross ourway; the

, ' slopes' becáme Iong ér, andwere sprinkIed with olive
woods ;;and forthe Iast hour of our journey we.moved

'~ong a valley, glimpsesof an open countryextending
;before us~ :';; "; : ' , '.: .. ': '. . :. .: ,":. .' .
' ; ;~' :At' , leIÍgth" Guadix 'came into view, being, like 'Baza,
.invisible,until close.at hand, -and for the same reason;
-its site lay in ahollow sunk b éneath the level of the
:surroúnding expanse.:andthe first:objects tbat onebe­
:heJd were.its greyroofs.covering an :irregularspace in
.~he midStof ··fruit.trees andofolíage. ' Both this town
and,Bazawere placee ofnote during"the'lástdaysof t~e

~ :~oorish . :kingdom¡;and ' enthusiastically. supported the .
·caúse:of 'Abdalahel Zagalagainst hisnephew, Boabdd
: the ,Unlucky~" ¡ The' flery spiritofthe Zagal appears to
'ha.ve bcen.moracongeniel to their .population than the
,weak and ' vácillating'temper of ~Boabdil ; :for both pIaces

.~ resisted tbeir fatewith ~ a ; , valour' worthy of their -con-
~ue~ingfoúndérs~· .;Baza 'eapituIated' after a 'six.months'
~~ge ; 'and although:Guadixwasnot exposed to .similar
~naI,being surrendered'witbout,astruggle 'bytbe Zagal,
ltswárlike 'reilown·secured. itfavourable 'terms, and it
. ' T2



41~ ASPECT. :OF TH~, SIERRA NEVADA.

-had the honourofbeing the'}aSt but one oftheM~sIem
cities to strike the, Crescentto tbe Cross : . theIast was
thecapital itself, .: . " . . . . .
. Once more in 'Granada, after 8 twelrahours' march

· .under a' ñery sun. How ' enchantingwas the .brillia~t .
. :green ofits vega, to eyes.which for hourshad contended
.with the dazzling light, and shrunk .from the bot 'gIMe
.reflected by naked and tawny roeks and withered steeps]
AH day long our route-wesby .the base of a 'sierra,

,which, rising less abruptly .than .tbe others in this
-region. ipresented none of' -the bold features by which
-theyare convertedfrom desolate eIevations into striking

. :mountain .masses :. its aspect was' therefore .uninterest­
. .ing and drear, and as we slowly advanced,tbe effectof

.its presence was as ifwe were linked to a cheerlessbut
· -,inseparable .companion. :Again,to the south swelled
. upwards the Sierra N evada, vast; soaring, and dark:
.from this, thenorthern side,·its aspecr .ia far more .im-

· -posing than ·from't he .otber; .theprecipices are loftier,
· ' .' theslopes more abrupt, "and the towering Veleta ' itself

shoots.upwards witb a bolder fron t. . No mountain .that
JIbave 'yet seen rests so ' completely as does this upon .
.mere vastness and .altitudefor theimpression.it crestes.
.It diadains the effects denved from the nsnal embel..
.líshments of mountain scenerys vainly does the eye

" :~~arch :ror the pine-elad steeps,tbe .shadyglens, thetor..
'..rents and foaming caseades, the purplebeaths, ;and ;~he

" " ;ruiried castles' that diversify the :stonyexteriórof ot~er
. ..alpíne heights (neither·,were. glsciera tobe .seen- nor

. :: : . snowy peaks - wi~h theircold 'brightness .and refle.cted
.. " 'gleams; butthe blacknessof night clothedthe mou~"

'.. : . ~; t8in from the basetothesummit, and itrose graIldly In
. ·· · ~ "'. ;.a 'succ~ssion of stupendous walls, till a s<!litary :pinDa~l~

. ..•:.. ·· ~: ; ~lon.e. pierced~ ;the.deep .blue; of',heav;en. r:The ;effect o
· ' .~. .. . '. '. '
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a.lofty elevationthusdressed as itwere in a.sable' pall '
from.head to footwas indescribably striking, and :as a. ' , I

pictureof mournful sublimity itwould be difficult to
find its.parallel. ' .

Tothe southwárdandeastwsrd ofthe Veleta lay the
district.of the Alpuxerres, .as 'it is ,defined by Spanish
geographers ;' ,snd within its .limits are eomprehended
the ;highest'ranges of the .Sierra Nevada.' Desirouaus
'1, wasof penetratíng intothis ruggcd region,.1 foundit
closedto me .by the intense heat whieh r éigned in its
narrow :valIeys~ i was compelled. i.therefore, todepart
from ,my,originalintcntion,and to limit my wanderings
to the lower' elevations :that ·surround its .eonflnes,
Evén'thc~ ' thehardships one-suffered sometimes over­
p'owe~ed , every other.consideration, and jhe scenery was

"QCC8sionally' forgotten. while pasaingithrough the fiery
"fumace oí sorne ravine, or scaling a,~cky steepin the
' fuIl blaze oC thesun, " ,
. ::Granada 1 h~d left as stirless and Iethargic-as a ve­
'nerable capita.l: ought to be.; but onmyreturn there
''WlÍS. so';untisual an excitement and bustle observable,
that' it ,seemed as:if •the geniUS of the 'Albaycin; that
focus. of revolt during the Moorish dominationvJiad
8U~den~y,awakened from his sIeep of eenturies.iand .

, ~reathed , ~iBSpirit , into the gesticulating groupB that
,occupied theplazas and eomers of the streets. ,For,
perhaps,the twentieth time in its short constitutional

' ~~stence;it had"pronounced" Infsvour.ofsomo ques­
' ~lo~ ~r. riational poliey, aud against the administratien,
'So thafits presentauitude was.that.of deelaredhostility
totheruling powers..Accordingly its worthycitizens
had

i
voted themselves .into a state of war; and great

Were their preparations in consequence. There "was
, Il1uch',beating of drums in varioua qusrtersof 'the .eity,
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.and columns oí ·' f nacionales " were 'tramping · through
. the streets. every·half honr ; . the shopswere shut at an
.: earlier hour than usual, the city gates doublyguarded; .
. and aIl who entered rigorously exámined. :'All this had

beenieffect édwithout..bloodshed-s-if we ' excépt ' 'one
citízen soldier, ':accidentallyslain. by a brother·" na­
cional;" . and, in truth,jtisrare tóhear.of a "pronun-
damiento'" , being aecompaniedwlth-the-realitiea.ofs .
conflict; 'If the movementcorresponda with-the general
toneof feeling in .'the country,: similar,.demonstrations
are.sure: to ,take:.place in'-the other large towns, and
then the fate of .the administration:máy 'be ¡considered

.. as decided j - but .if'.it is.only au .isolated .expression of
, sentiment; which.fails:to elicit-support from.its .neígh­

bours, the "¡pronounc érs.T who . are' generally-peece­
.lovíngshopkeepera; on ·seeing . this,; drop the niusket
and their politice, return-to the.counter, andsubmit to
anything rather tha ú fight 'f~r their opinions. ,..A fe-w
years ago the:'citj of Sevillé .pronounced: and declared­
.by the.voleesof sorne .thousands of her.national guards,
tbat sbe.wished a change ofministry. ::Ina ·few days

..she perceivedthat 'she stood alone j . and .her-citizens
did not well.. knowwhat to.do; úntilthe Governor of

, 'Cadiz, settled the matter.'' He-despatchedfour hun- .
, .dred.: ofthe .regular . troops.vwhose appearánce worked
.lik éa charm~pon 'the thousands-of brave" nátitmals.~'
;N ot: a sbot wasfired in anger.; ..andwhen this handful

. .of.men entered the city, the." pronouncers ". were .uo­
where .to beseen, havingacted upontbeprinciple, that

'.," He whorunsaway,may live to'pronounce ' anotber
day~"" .' . '. " "
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MUTE , TO 'RONDA~""';'ARCHÚ)ONA~-THE ' c Lo m - MERcHANT.-:-ANTE­

, QUER4.~THE iKIÓ~APPERB' 'DISCOVERED.- l' HE l'tfOORISH. LOVE~.

~AL:r_ LA~E~-:--<'AM~I!,LOS.~j:'HE ~EATH OF· TRR DOUGLAS.­

THE SHRINE.~ASPECT OF RONDA.-THE CHASM.-THEMINA.-

CoA.RAQTÉa 'Ol T~É BE~RANOS~-TBÉ ' IHSltlANTLED 'V~NTÁ. ' .

.::.N~~;d~;) ' ~as .t~v~rsi~~: ~h~ ; V,~~,', (lib~al~ . being
Il,ly~o:um~. ; . ~y muleteerw~ aGranadino .who hadac-,
c()mp~nie4.~~ onascendingthe Veleta, and on that op~~
sion, ..a~ . 'Y~~l: assomeothers; proved.himself.worthy.of
~o~~~e,nct?! : ..' ~.sJ:¡~I.1 pa~s ,o~~rtheyega insilencejbeing
nQ":J~r~~e~tro.d~el;l :gr()uIl~,,.~nd:begin my eomments at
.8 pq!l}t,~ s~~~t~~y tothe .~e~tward of:Loxa, . Between
.~~~ .~~~ ~n~ .Archidona extends.an.undulatíngCountry
~ba~d~ne~ ; tO. ,cheerless wastes,¡which .sometimes. give

: pl~c~J9 grov~s~f ~h~s~m~re .oliye~_ "As .we neared the
, laHer .town,'.1,uanpolnted outa,rugged t~~k ascending

the ~~.ulltlJ,inby!~hic;h .it isov,e~hadowe~. .This ..he
~id ,'Y:l.~;ot;1ce :a ro~d, and, was.eonstructed in one night,
by'~~~ ~orces of Ferdinand.and Isabella, in order to .fa­
c~li~ta~e, : ~;he ' t~n~p()~t . ,of .the ,artÚlery. employed .in.bat-,
teril;lg !p~ castle, whi~h ,crownsanisolated. .peak rising
frotilJhe skirts~f :'tl~ e' :mo~~t~in.. The ,t 9Wn is situated

,', .on a :sJope; .' ~nd ho~sts' 'of sontething,more than aprin­
. c~pal street, 'f~r¡ o~ '~rayersi~g this, : ~~t~e~n conventson

, .. elthersi~e, we passed under mi arch, and entered a tole­
rably )land~om~pl~za, ';of an octagon shape• ... Here \va~
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situated the posada, .which was rather superior'to t~e
, generality of Andalucian inns,

In the course oí tbe evening, as 1 was sitting in my
apartment, there entered a stranger, whom 1 reéognised

· .asan itinerant eloth-merchant 1 bad seen below, tending
the muleson which bis ~bales wereconreyed• .' "Usted
está solico, señor,"said he, in a tone that expressed ,pity
foromy.Ioneliness ; and thenc.without further preface,
-tookpossession oí- the other end of the wooden :beneh

,on which 1 was ·seated; andwhich, by the way, toge­
'ther wíth 'a. 'table; completed the .whole furniture of the

·rooni• ." '. . ' . . .. .. ' . ' . .

[ .." .,Voy. á .~~cer á usted dos 'o tres pregun~itas ."~(I
·aro go~rig .to 'a8.kyou twoór tbree]ittle'q~estioDs)-"I

have gotsome Cargas.~of. Spanish eloth; :ando1 wish to
.kno,! ir itwould ,seg' to advantagéinthe -Plaza ' '(Gilr:
~l~ar)~ " ) ~epl~ed, that,' 1 couldnot givehim the infor~

mationhe desired, ' ás.'l 'had never visited the fortress;
and wasonly.ón my',way thithef; 'butknowing tb~-¡n';
feriority of Spanish.to English ' eloth, IrceOnímended

. hím' not · ~o rilaketheattempt. . 'H is systemof bu~ine~s
·w~~' a simple one. .A't ;tbé r ~ommericerrie~t> · of 'summet

· he started witb his cargas 'of"cloth from Catalonia,and
wandered f~om town to t ówn tÓ'the'fürthest'liinits'of'the'
kingdom. ."~he'n'the stock w~saIi disposed óf,·h'e t~~n'
s'old 'hísmules, retumed homewards to spend the'winter,:

, '.ánd o~·: the following suminer'staried with a fresh '.caÍ'go~
."~~w,.,, :·co~t~ri~ed he,,,I a~' góirigt() ' co~Ílt Dl~

. -.money : .. that 1 dar é not ;do in presenee .. ó( .the ge.n~e

beJow; 'in :case~"álld thereupon.vdrawing' bis' hand ID

" a" signifiéant man'riei' ~cross ' his throatshe iúdicated'the'
tatc'that '8,,:aited 'ít should he display his 'gol~ before

' ~h~ir eyes~ : : ' Unwindin'g tbe 16rig Sash 'rounclhis,wai~t;
.'he :extfáct~d ' a.Ieathem bagfrom ':~' pouehat one end;
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, " a~d poured its glittering ' c~ntents on the table, ,1 're­
.marked among the gold pieees agoodly number of
'onzas, and drew theinference that hiswanderings had
,not been,unprofitable. , Then restoríng the bag to its

.: placein the girdle, the usual purse of' Spaniards in his
, rank of life, he folded 'it round 'his body, and wishing
" me ajourney 00 thamorrow ,, 'without novelty," took

'his departure, ' , ' ',' ,', , ' : .' ,' '

, On the fcllowingmomíng we were skirting a portion
' oí the-great plain 'ofthaGuadalquiver, On the left
, 'hand stretched the precipitous ranges by ,which it .is
bounded on the south, but in the opposite direetion the
:horizon receded intojhe far distance, 'enc1osing a wide

, t~ct of the level hut fertile regíon. : About ~a league
, 'fro~ Archidonaa lonely mass of rock risesIoftily from
, 'the plain, ándpresenta on 'thewestem side a perpendi­
,euJar cliff'. : Tbis ,js called the" -P eña de los Enamora­
.'doS," ,the : " 'Rock of ithe L~vers;"and , tho~gh 1
,questioned' Juan and s óme -other travel1ers who had
joined us 'regarding ,the ,'origiti 'of tbis ro~antic title,

, ~ei ther 'Iegend nor moving:incident couId ,1 'elieit..and,
;:,lnd efault 'thereof 1 must leavethereader's imágination
:,t o 8upply óne. Then, aIeaguefurthercnjcámeAnte­

" qu.~ra, picturesquelyresting .in a hollowbetween twp
mountain 'ridges ;"on its northem .side ' extended a 'broad '

' belt oColive plantations,amongwhich :white cottages
gleamed;"and .on-the -outskirtsofthe dark mass of

',;foHage :t here::were': scattered farm-houses, each oneca
?ictureof:ru~lwealthand security.. Such a ,prospect "

, '18, l'arein :Aildalucia, and was the 'more ' striking 'here
",from its:contrasttothegeneral 'aspect of the eountry.on
, .~he' right,: whicb,ihoughfertile, had allthefeatures of •

" ~ wearyland, wherein no greenlcafnor brreat 'rockthrew
:ltfs .frie~dly' shade~ ; " , . ', ' "

' T 5 '
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",The inhabitantsof,Antequemenjoythe reputation.of
.being ,' c. muy: .mala gente,,~so ,.sffirmed" a .couple",0.1
farmers who~odebeside us;·snd. vied.witheach other.in
.reeountingtales of theirIawless deeds, : ; Ro~bery,;inall ,
its branehes, was ,the .favourite professíonof the sons -of
.Antequera; .and-besideabeing proficients ,in.t he,usual ,
meth óds ofgaiDing ,~ Iivelihoodby ,this.means, :they had
displayed an adróitness, peculiar to themselves.jn .kíd..
napping trsvellers endreeidents, in .order to ext:ract a :
ransom from theirfriends.. Sometimes,but veryrareIy,
it happened-thatdiacovery .followed.theír .attempta, 59
ingeuiously 'were their.plansJaid:;':;but on one oeeasion, ,
whenan .abduction..hadvbeen .successfully eifef::ted, .the
perpetrators.were detected .in th é.following'm~nne~. ; " . '

", Aparty:had.sejzed and,carned.off: thesonoí ~.gentle~ .
, .man in the neighbourhood, ' and had.succ~eded jn cop~ ,

veyínghim .without.-discovery::to.a' ;"ho~e ¡~,n, th~tow~~ ,
By .blindfolding the. individuals':.thus,seized, and :con:­
ducting them'by: :circuitousr()utes~ "sntl under coverof

, niglit, ítwas renderedimpossible for the keenest eye t~

-. tracetheir ¡'etr~at; ;and:the .individuals themselve~,Oll

, beingreleaScd"were,.,equallyat , ~ : loss .to. know 'where ,
they had b.eenconfined, for the sameprecsutions.were
taken,on.'. theír.being set.at liberty::. .In;like.:t1lanti~r, n,o
elue.likely ,:to,:leadjo .detectioii; was, , to, ,~e ; ()btf¡ined
withín theplaceof.durance ,it~elf) :as ; ,the. captives :we:re

"confined to a ehamber from :whicb "~yerjpro~pectwas

earefully,'exeluded-.,' So'!t'fared .ill,with',this.youngman,
,who '\VeariIy, passe~ . som~ ,days ,a~d: . night.s ,~ i~ ~ his: ; dark:
enedapartment, seeing nothing,hearing,nothing, anda
préyt()arixiety regarding his-fate.."One a,ay, however,
he heard aseream in theadjoíníngbouse, -w,here hitherto

eensileneej andputting :,his,~~ )o th~ "\VaIl,
enabíed ' distinguish ',' the volees .and , even the
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)Vor~~. ,of the.sp~ker~~ : 'I'he .outcry arose from.a woman
~a':ing .fallflIÍ ~~ the staircase and brokeneleg•...Among
the,various :directions andoorders. .to .whích.the accident
.~ve; '~~e, '~is ,~a~ .,9a~ght:':the ~o~'mand Oto run ~ for the
~oct~r":'fhosfl namewee ~ne~tio~e~. at length... .'I'his in­
fo~,~tjon he t¡'e~u.red up,and ¡s~ on being".Iiberated it
,was no difficult matter .to ascertain. the address of .tbe
~oct~r;.a~~fr~~hi~ ; leam 'where the ~ccid~nt had oc-
.~u~~d. ·" .:Áft~~~~~ds .t~~.justic·i~ ) .,y,~re put ..·upo.n-.the
~c~~f; .. an~ ;'~por ~n,'~added rny Jnforman~,. the evil­
doers ¡w:~~e , re~f?g!J ise~ : .and :condemned :to ten ycars .. ,o,f
.presidio; < . . . . .'.

~ .:; . I ~~,~'.' ' ~qw~~er, ~~~~ ; :~c~~s~~we~~o ' ; connect '~nt~;
' q~era ~~ tpy.t~o·~g~ts~~t:h ,~so~iation~ ,~f. ~ verydifferent
.. and .. ID,o~e ,p'l~~s~Dg ·~h~racter than ~~qse . -suggested - by
.~.u.c~;sto~~~: ~': the precedingvand.could not so readily
~~Dg ;~y. ~~n~ .to .~dD;lit the idea thati] was little better .

· ~P~l;l~ ~.' den: ~f. thievea .and kidnappers, My prepos~

.s~~si~ns.w.~~e. founded on thefollowing touching incident
. ~(.~h~ .c?J4e~ tim~:' i.in ;'Yh~ch' th~ :~~eof the town . is
.J~trod~,ce~~ ;.;T,he;taJeisrelated :by'O~nd~ ~t the con­
· ~I~sioll;- ofhis Historia de la Dominacion de los A~bes

f .~.n ':,Esp~ña.. '. ;.',:,. . ... ... .... :,. ' · ' e: .' ,', : .~ . . " , : .

. _4-t' tJ¡e ; ti~~ ~h~Il:A~i~qu~ra was i~ p~~s~ssion.of.the
Qhriª.~i~ps, ;and",~s .~ ..fr~nt~erp~~t agains~ t~_e .kingdom

, of (lranada, its alcaide was a caballero namedNarvaez, ' .
.Aswa~cust~lpl;lry, :~~~ad.einroad~. uP9¡{ the.territory .
9r..Grana~a_, : Bo~e~jmes}n ~ person, ,hut ~~ I()t~er .timesby '
foUó'Y~rs , "h~~h,e;despatched. for -,~h~t·,eIld; .the sarne
custo~ ¡ pr~v~il~.~_:~m.~~g: the ;Granadillos, .: upon:.tbat

...... frontier district•. , 1t came to passon one OC~SiOD, that
.. .~~rvae~..:gespat9heq , ~-ért;L~n:~orsemen to scour. .the .
countrY ,F~nq :~hes~, setting forthat~ suitable.hour,

.' pe~etrat~d f~:within the eonfínes ofGranada-.Through. '

. , . ~ . .'
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,out: their 'jo~rÍleY ,theifoú~d'.nó' ''oiher 'prize th~~ a
valil1nt ,youth, who was pr óeeeding 'in the 'mann ér that
shall be here told; and, as ' it was night, he was ' pre­
vented fromescsping, for he unexpeetedly encountered
the horsemen of Nárvaez: ' and so; asthey perc éived
thatno more prey was to be gained, and" being further­
more "upprised by their 'captive 'that the campiña , w~s

clearedvon the following .morning 'they returned tó
Ronda and presented Mm totheir chief. The youth

.was ,' of the age 'of twenty-two or twenty~thre'e'years,a

'caballero, and of graceful appearance, ',',he wore,a,sur­
coat,of purple silk elegantly ornamented, anda .ehort
butvery fine ' toque 'over á;'sca:det bonnet ¡ his horse
was.ofthebest, aridbe borea lancé and target wroúght
in the "siyle p~ thoseearriéd by 'thaprincipal Moors.
N arva'ez ' inquired .oí. him who he was,' and he 'replied
'thatlié wasthe son oí thealcaide ofRondavwhowss
'well k'nown tothe ChrisÜaris ' for :a valiánt warrior.
.Being questioned whítherhe ' w~ ' pr óceeding, he re­
tumed no answer, but wept so muchthattears impeded

.his utteranee. ' 'Said Narvaes, "ImarveI much that
' th~u~ who ~t aravalier, and ihe ' sonof so valíant 'a
father, shouldst be so overeome, and, knowing that

' the~e are'the ordinary misfortunesofwar, :sh óuldst thus
'weep líke a woman, whiIe 'thy mienIs thatof a soldier
and caballero."" . . , . '
." 't donot-weép," ans~erea 'th~ Moor, " becauseI

aro in cáptivity, 'nor 'COI beingthy prisóner, nor ar~

these tears:forthe Ioss of my libertyj.'but for another
,and a greater' loss; which afflicts me morethan the state
'in 'whichI now see myself," .
, On hearing these words, N arvaez pressed him to un..
fold the cause of his grief, and the M~or continned:

"Kn'ów;' then, that foralong titile lliaveloved ,the
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dartghter of the alCaide otsu éh á. eastle, and have' served
her loyally,-rnany times fighting .in herbehalf against
you Christians; and she, recognising-thcse oblígatíons,'
was .resolved to become 'iny bride, and had intimaied
tome her willingness to accompany me to my heme,
leaVingthat 'of her father for the love of me j and
while 1 was proceeding, 'overjoyed, and anticipating
the completion oí niyhappiness,it so 'pIeased 'my evil
destiny that 1 should 'be:surprised :by your horsémen,
and should bebereft of liberty, and the happiness 'and
good fortune 1 'promiseCl myself; Ir this appears to
''thee' a,tliing unworthy of tears, -I -know not how to '
show thesorrow that fills me." "
.; Sogreat was the commiseration felt by Narvaez; that
he said, "Tbou art '3 ' caballero'; and .ifus a ' eavalier
tliou engagest to-retum 'to .duresse. T -m grant thee
leave uponthy-word .andhonour." .
. ' The Moor assented,and, givingbis parole,dcparted;

. and that :night reached:the castlewhere ,bis lady was,
andTound meansto -apprise her that he ihad arrived.
8ne, ·'mi lier part, ,'contrivcd to 'affcird .him .an oppor­
tunity of conversingprivately¡ :but allthediscourse of
the Moor -was ,3 torrent oftears, :unaccompanied 'by

' ·words. : The lady, amazedatthe sight, said,:" .Howis
. ·this ? .Dostthou lamentnow 'tbat thy wishesmaybe re­
,alised, and thou hast itin thy power to bear 'me hence?~

But"the -Moor answeredt " Know, , thatas I .was
, coming t o' see thee, 1 was captured by 'thehorsemen of
, Ronda','whocarried me to Nervaes ; ' and he, 'like 3

.wórthy ~ caballero, ~ on ·learning·my evil .fate, took com­
, :paasion:on me, andon my word of honour granted 'me
, :leáve to"see thee." And 'th\is '-Icome~ ,not 'as .a free.

:man,' bú't 'as asleve: aÍld':since: my Iíberty is .gone;
'.~od forbid 'thet, loving you'as 1 do, Lshould bear thee
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where thíne :would be -lost also; :1 .will 'retuID; 'fOl 1
have.pledged .myword,-andwill.seek toransom myself
~nd:visit'thee ,again.}~ ' : ¡r .:, ::'l , : ; : ' .c:. : ·: ; " ., ;', , ' ,' ., " .

i-The -Moorishr.lady.then said: . ~'. Hitherto thou hast
testified . thy affectiony .and- nowthou givest thebest·
proof.of it, "having so.deep aregardfor my liberty; 'but
sincethou-arto so worthy a··caballero .as to ostudy what
is.. due-to-me .and to .thy plighted wordvGod forbid
thstLshould .be-thewife ,oí any .one.burthee, ·....And
although..thou -mayest refuse, 1 wiIl yet :accompany
thee ; andoif thou .'art to be a slave, 1 shall-beone also;:
andIf" God shall :givethee liberty" he .will.gire . ítto

· me likewise. Here is a cofrerowith very precious jewels;
take mebehind thee on thy steed,for 1 am.well pleased
to ',become the.eompanion 'of thy .misfortunes.?~ . ~" . '
:, .Having.saidthis, -she, quitted .the castle, and. he
raised her to the croupof.his: horse.j-and.on the-fol­
Iowíng- daythey. reaehed ~onda, : 'and _ presented.them­
selves before ~N:arvá.ez"'<'fho receíved themwith , distinc~

tion ' and'-entertained, them-; :.with~ .festivities, ', l¡making.
· them presents.rand .celebreting.the .love of the Moorish

Iadyand thehcnour.end truth-of'.the-Moor ;';and:on
the following day.he:gáve!¡them;.licence to ·returnjn
freedom'-lo;'·tbeir:,own laud¿.sndieaused. them .to.be

.. escorted-until.they wereplaced insafety. .: .Thls.adven­
ture-e-the afFection' of-thedams él.and of'the·Granadino,

... and, ·above··all, .the 'generpsity,'of Narvsez, .was. much
· celebratedbythe : ' good ; ,~valiers :of:Gi'anada;:and was
sung toverses-of-themost famous POéts ,of.thejimes.:'(
< About !two-Jeagues;frpm ·, A1Ítequera appear~d , the

· villa'ge :'of: ;F~ent~ dé -la .Piedra, -embosomed -ín olíve
woods, .which are abundant here ;,the.'c(mntry,around
was welleultivateds .andnow b~g8.n' ·to ,uDdu]ate and to.
ríse into gentle slopes, for",e were approaehing' a mOUD-
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tain .district.' A short wayfrom the last-namedvillage,
a lake carne intoview-a rare sight in Andaluoia, and,
indeed, in ' otheeprovlnces of Spain; but even hadit
been.Iess unfrequent, the singular spectacle it exhibited
would have attracted 'the most carelesseye. . It was a
lake. of .salt, whose .surface WRS . coveredwith a saline
.incrustation whiteasi snow, that sparkledand glanced
in theisunsblne.as ifstrewn withdiamonds. , As salt
is a monopolyin the :hands.of government, :this natural
manufactorywas carefully.watehed by a band of guardas
~Juan said.as many as .three hundred-e-Iest thc article
should 'be' abstracted . by the surrounding population,
and the .revenu é thereby.injur éd. .' Such a restriction,
'like..the wholeprohibitory system of Spain, onlytended
to;.foster 'smüggliilg,..without .benefiting the nati.on;
añd hera .its' efi'ectswere mán~~est: ' ;we ourselves espied
~~ : peasantcnecoueed.:along with ; ~is burro in a bush,
evidently with th~ designoof stealing down to the lake
on.the flrst favourable opportunity. vand. filling :the
sackshis '.animal earried, Sometimes the cordon has
been,brók~n '.in · ;amo~e 'audacious style. :,A fewyears
ago' there was a rising enmas8(} ·of·the country people,
bywhom' 'tlle guardas-were ioverpowered- end expelled

. froin their .stations.. .Evert one. then-helped-himself
. arid ~continued , :to , do ' so forthospece of three weeks,

during,which·time ; therewas free access to the.Jake ;
ai last ~ a; e detachment .oí t~O()PS .esme ~up fromMalaga,
by 'whom' aff~irs were. restoredto .their former footing,

. Such are 'the .~~ cosasde.España P' ;.Two leagues more
concluded. thejoumey for the day, which terminated
atthe 'cleanHttletown-of Csmpillos.; .its posadawas

..no: exception to the general appearance .of the pueblo,
and provedto be one of thebest in Andalucia. '
. Next morningyafter traversing a wide openplaín,
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. ·with Iowhills in ' the distance, ' we reached tbe frontier
.sierras 'oe' 'themountainous región of Brinda; thence­
forward.thebold . and picturesque replaced th é .tame
scenery oí" the plain. . Ourway wound up a pass by a
-rugged brídle-road, each step of .the ascent ' revealing
sorne new feature of -the varied prospect-some peak)
.crag, or iravine, that had been invisible from below.
On Iooking back, the great plain of the Guadalq úiver
~presenteé:l a .magnificent panorama 'of riehness and fer,:"
't ility, its bread traets of cultivation being mingledwith
'gentlyrieing eminences, and the whole diversified with '
hanilets and villages.Af the summit .of theipass a
new scene was unfolded to our eyes. · We looked down
.upona·deep .circular valley, teemingwith the signa oí
.successful índustry, Olive plantations and .orchards
;,Clung to its sides; snug farmhouses; shaded byforest
trees, 'occupledeonsplcuous positíons ;':and surrounding

:t lie whole 'rose a rugged wáll of éraggyridgeaend.naked
'peaks, as' barren ." and sunburnt as the hollow attheir
'feet was green and fruitfuI. . 'I'hen, as we proceeded,
the .castle -of this .mountain valley -madeItself visible,
perched on the summít of.a singular mass .of rock that
overhung the woody .vale below; . Its rooHess towers
and ruined battlements ;betokened that .danger : had
ceased to .lower aboye thepeaeeful.scene, andthat the

.huabandman no ' longer sought . their shelter from the
-storm of '·war; . behindit a fcw cottages peeped forth,
.half .hidden . by .its dark waIIs, which .concealed from

. .view the pueblo'-to whíeh theybelonged. -, The name
.of'-this fortressand pueblo ,is Teba Coud t snd, un­
.'couth as the words sound, there is '10 a:Scotchrnan an

. .histori é 'interest: 'connected with them that must make
them dear to .his -nationalpride. By sorne writers this

'., secluded vale iamadethe.scene of the gallant aehiéve-:

•
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meri] that ' Closed 'the 'eventfúl l ife :of Douglas, the
friend-and companion in arms' of"Robert ' the 'Bruce.
Conde, however, places it beforethe pueblo of 'I'eba:
deArdales, about 'a : league to ;thc"southward of'-this
si>ot~ ; At the time I :passed'by this ' routeI was un­
aware of'thisfact. vor even of the existenceof .another
'I'eba, as ; the ' pueblo :,he mentions is designated in
Spanish maps by no other title thanArdales; ' but
though' pressed foro time, .I :could not .have denied.my­
self the :gratification .of seeking the field where-the
"good 'Sir J ames" shouted for' the lasttime thewar­
cry of his house, ',and resigned his Iífe to thechivalrous
impulses of his nature. ' "Observing a knight of his
own"company to be surrounded by a body of Moors,
who had suddenly rallied, " 'Alas l' said he,' yonder
worthy kuightshall perish but for present helpj' and
with' the . fewmen 'who now attended him, ámounting
to no more than ten, be tumed bastily to attempt bis:

' rescue/ He ·soon found himself hard pressed by the
,'nufubers "who thronged up'0n him. 'I'aking from bis
neck:thé silver casquet which contained the heart of
Biuce;he'threw it before him among the thickest of
the enerny,s·aYing.;cNow pass thou onward before us as
thou.wertwont, and Iwill fóllow thee or die.' Douglas
and almost-the whole of the brave rnen whofought by

. hisside:werehere slain. His body and the casquetcon­
taining the embalmed heart of Brucewere found toge-

. .therupon the field, andwere bybis survivingcompanions
conveyed withgreat eare ánd 'reverence into Scotland," '
, ,The scenery:which succeeds this romanticvalley is
strikingljr beautiful, and incomparablysuperior to any- '
thing ol' thekind 'in Andalucía. For many a mile it
presenta a,series of unequalled prospects, which, as the
traek generally led along the summit:of elevated ridges,

, .
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were .at : once. varied and eommanding. L.Deep.valleys
clothedwíth -vineyards, corn-flelds.. and .olive-groves,

. tempted theeye to 100k down .and survey tbeirbeau­
.ties : 'and when -aated.with the smilíng 'scene, ~ i t had

only- to direct a'~nce .upwards . to ¡ behold vilIages
nestling highamong crags and glens, or perched upon
woodyterraees projectingfrom .th é-sides of the moun­
tains ; .or,if.willing to rove further. -there .were pic­
turesquepeaksin the ;distanee, :blue ás the. heavens
aboye.them, ;and divested of ~ their. natural.wildness by
the celestislhue thev wore.. After'a ride.ofsix hours
1 alighted ·at the<Venta :del Ciego, feeling somewhat
acutelythe efi'ectsof mountainairupon the appetite.
The usual query, ,'~ Have you: anyeggs ?',' wasan­
sweredin.the .negative,' ~'Whát .elsé.P" "Bacalao."
Not being disposed to: try.the -stockfish, whíchínthe
ventas .;is more.:famous for its ~'aneientand fisblike
smel1'~tban ror ·its savouryqualities, 1 contented my­
self with a. frugal ..·repast .-of .melons and br éad.weshed
down by'the strong wine of the neighbourhood. :While
thus engaged,' a peasant ' entered; · and .placed in :'the
handsof thehost abox ofrude workmanship, one side
of which-was formed of glass insteadof wood. 'I'he
whclecompanyburst out into .raptures ofadmiration
at'o thebeautyof-the .object the .case contained. .Mine
host. kissed-It.reverently,' hís , spoase .and children did
.the same; andalltestifled, tbe highest veneration fórso
wonderfulawork.ofart. .Aftel being sufficientlylauded,
the image-c-foritwas an imageof, the Virgin' that the

I boxenebrined-c-weahandedto- me';' andmy heretical
eyeadiscovered itto bea common doll.dmbcddedin.a
profusion of artificial flowers; which;'to .aIl appearance,
had at one time adorned sorne fair one's bonnet. The
image washighly esteemed for its medical:virtues snd. .
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was a sovereign remedy.agaínst the ills to which cattle,
horses,and pigs were subject. .

From theventa the trackstill continued to wind
among the .finest .mountain scenery imaginable, 'until,
on gaining the crestof a high ridge, the towers -and
spires of Rondawere distinguished. .';'We had, however,
erereaching it"to traverse a broad plainthickly clothed
with vineyards and olive-grounds, ,particularly the latter,
which in the vicinity oí the town supersede every other
description of tree. .Fromthis,the northem side, the
aspect of Ronda is far from strikíng, and fails to realise
one's. ideal of amountain capital.. It8 outlíneoí. dark
walls rises but little aboye the level of the fertilebasin
in ~which it stands; and but for the lofty círcle of
sierras in :the background, and theremembrance oí. the
ruggedpathhe has pursued with hazard and toil, 'the
spectator might faney .it a city of a 'plain, rather than
the metropolis of a wild assemblage of elevations. •Yet,
although thegroundín the vicinity tends to favour this
resemblance, its altitude above the .Ievel of the sea can­
lÍot(be less than fifteen hundred feet; and _ofthis .the
trsvellee becomes painfullyconscious, as he climbs the
~pid andiprecipitous ascentswhich form its only ap~

proachee,' Jt. is, ;however" after entering .thegates of
Ronda, tbat one is introduced to the extraordinary na­
turalwonder which proclaims it to be one of the most
singular ofEuropean towns. Let the reader imagi~ea
compact and.walled town cloven in twain by 'a fearful
chasm níghthree.hundred feet deep, from the hottom
of, which a foaming and boiling stream sends its roar
upwards. ' A H,communication between the divided por­
tions is aseffectually cut off as if seas rolled between;
and, but for a· bridge that spans the void at its nar­
lOwest pan, the inhabitants on one side would be de-

1,
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nied 'all"intercourse with 'thoseon the other.rexceptby .
the toilsome mode of descending by circuitous paths 'to .
ihe bed of thestream. iaud asccnding in asimilar fashion
the oppositeclíff ,Standing on this bridge, thespec­
taclein sightis one that excites 'mingled sensations óf
dread, 'awe, and wonder, The spectator overhangs -a
dark audnarrowgulf at a ' giddy height, and -from that
position, perilouausfancy calls it; seanswith unwonted
feelings the yawning fissure over which heissuspended. '
The .precipices 'of solid rack ,that enclose 'it, ,the deep­
sunk bed 'oC: the river, the hollow murmursjt gives'
forth; the gloom that shrouds its waters, and thestrange
echoes 're,fiected:from,thé clitrs, aIl;leave:the most vivid

, impressíons uponhissenses, andstampthe scene as one.
that ,equals, in ,its reality the pictureswhich his imagi-.
nation-may havesometímes drawnof a" gulf profound.":
These are the-chieffeatures of the prospect 'looking to- .

"wards the east: in the opposite direction the eye com­
mandsawiderrange, and overlooks, thevale towhich
the',river'far belowis impetuouslyrushing• . It is a sun-.
Iitcavity in the heart of rude inequalities; and. rboun­
,teously adorned as ·it .is with natural beauties, ,'there
floats overit a serenityderived from ita lowlyposition,

, ·t~at. . gives.anexquisiteeffect -to'eaeh:charm. "I'he river
now winds 'i n slackened course between steep -though
verdant banks; gardens and ' vi~eyards cling to the
slopes; eottages 'embowered in orange-groves rise pie­
turesquely uponvprojecting points, .or occupy sunny
nooks :all tbis ' forros ' a scene whicha painter would
seleet to 'represento seclusion and peace blended with
'pa,tient ' industry andhumble happiness. Descending
tothe bed of the river bya steep andwinding path on
the'westem side of the bridge, the view,again looking
towards theeast,. is little less striking than from above.
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.Iu front rises the ponderous bridgEr-sO massive inits
construction as too seem rather placed for the purpose of
preventing the sides of the chasmfrom collapsing;than
for arching the intervening space• . Ove,r the rocks at its

'foundation a streamof foam is precipitated in theform
. .of a .cascade, and fallsbut a short distance from an an­
,tique mill, appsrently about to be crushed by the huge
-rocksthat overhang it, Then looking through the arch
.of the .bridge as through aportaI, the eye traveIs up the
.river-worn pass, ando sees it bounded by precipices
.whose foundations are laid in unbroken gloom: on their
-summits, however, the sunbeams strike, and alongthe
.dangerous verge rises a suceession of dwellings; whose
whitewalls, pierced by windows, appear to Ieanover

· the abyss. The whole scene isa combinationof savage
grandeur and pieturesque effect, which far surpasses ·the
-powerof words .to describe} .,but, witb its gloom, its
.1ofty walls of roek, and wild' features, often rises befóre
.the niemoryof the spectator. .

. ' ~rom .the summit of theprecipiee on the soutbern
~" side, a staircsse 'cut out of the soIid rock deseends to tbe

.bed of the river, andoranks among the wonders of Ronda.
,Thi~, which is called the Mina,has its entrance from a
.dwellíng styled theÜasa Real. : The old housekeeper

~'who opened the door showed me into the sala, while she .
. .'went to ·procure a .lantern, and sumrnon a servant to

.conduot me down the ancient and now disused cornmu­
nieation, In theroom roy attention was stmckby an

.old~fashioned · door, upon which was painteda likeness
of Queen Isabella the Catholic, and apparently "of .an
ancient date :in her righthand she bore the sceptre of
sta te, and in the left hand comer of the picture the
arms of Castile . were distinguishable. When the old
lady retumed, Iinquired if there was any history at-

, I
I
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taehed to this venerable portrait of the Queen Isabel.
"La Reina Isabel!" : exclaimed she and her hand..
maíden,with broad smiles on their countenanees ;" that
-is a picture ofSanta Barbara, and sheis the patron saint
'cfthehouse; : 'Ave Maria ! what a strange místake !"
-Andupon thistheir merriment at myexpensebroke
:out 'anew..:' It would have: been 'cruel to have shaken
-theirbelief" in what waamanifestly anarticle of 'theír
-faíth, so 1 'contented myself with indulging mymirth
-at their expense as 'soon' as' the door closed bebind me.
'1t was nothing,:however, to that of the worshippers of
'Santa Barbara, for as:Lcrossed the court t could hear
them giving free .vent to their 'amusement at the Iudi-

. ClOUS ' error into which they supposed I had fallen. , .
..I n a smallgardenon the brinkof ' the precipice was '

,the' entronce. to 'the staircase':: after descending'a 'few
:yards, 'e'very -appearance of steps '\Vas' lost, 'and in their
placean .ínclined: plana of 'rubbish presented ítself
Down thiswe slid or stumbled, hsving on theone síde
'massive'walls wítlr-loopholes for' theadmissionof light,
.and; as we-descendedIower; oneitherhand ávariety of
,dungeons, small, dismal; and dark. ' ;At ' the 'bottom' a
.doorgaveegress ; and.atepping outywe. stood' in: the
,bed óf.: theriverr' its watets, 'ímprisoned between tbe
'lofty precipices thatexcluded all but a :narrow stripof

" -heavenfrom our eyes, had a;' sullen aspect, andmovéd
~ sIuggishlY"amóng' thé masses of rockthutencúmbered
-theirchennelr : .'I'heír olíve-green hue recslledthe epi­
:tbet :of ~' -vetdé;" whichis .given -to: thisstreamin the
' well~knówn', 'hallad ' c~mmencirig ~iih:~", ' . , .:

.':', '. ,:: ,:,-:,"Ri'ci '~e¡'d~, ri~ 'verd~; , .:
" ' : :: " " : , " . Ti~to ,~as en'sangreViva.

. -: ·Entre ;t~ y.,Sierra ·~erin~jB.
. ,', . ' , ' .,: : Mur!ogran cavall~~ , '
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..-o no verde, riv ér green,
.' . AH dark with li.fé'sbloodis thy fiow,

.: The red sierra and thee betweeo

~.I?allant ehivalry liesIow•

.From the river the prospect was imposing in the ex-
treme: the loftYwalls of roek that .rose frowningly in

-theair, the .gloom ~nd :csilenee brooding over the spot,
.endtbederk stream at our feet,all . mingled with the
.prison-Iike air of. the . dweIlingsvisible to .impress the
-mind with swerand recolIecting the blood-stained his­
.tory.ofthe townyitwas.notdifflcult to fancy thatthe
·sullen river bad witnessed manya deed in.keeping with
·the character of the scenery. _From thispoint it ' is
-seen, tb'at of'.theMina the upper part alone is hewn
out of the.rock., .About ,halfway down, a natural cIeft
·occursIn .the precipicc, of which advantage has 'been
-taken ;andbeing énelosed with solid masonry, 'it was
.an easy m átter to carry: the .staircase :downwards, Ac­
;cording t ó tradition, itwas the :weary.task of the Chris­
·tiau ;captives to carry' .up supplies ofwater by 'thís pas-
·sage to .:the town above ; and .there are. shown on.. the
·.sides·:of ·the -staircase: .cértain crosses, saidto have.been.
.engraved bythenails of the captives thus.,·employed.
·This isa·favourite legend in Andalucía, and there are
several.places wherethe traveller seeacrosses, alleged,
'like thosein theMina,to havebeen the work ofpious
·nails ; ·in particular. :there is onein the mosque:it Cor­
dbva,which : traditionaffirms to have been wrought in .
this 'manner.byá.~ptive~ who.was .ehained ·for. many
years'to the-pillar.upon whiehitpccurs. Regarding.thís

. instance,it··is scarcelyn~cessary.to pointout the Impro­
!bahilitYiof thetale ;: .as -the well-known prejudiee of
Mahomedáns.-agaiust the admissíon .of.Christians into

· ~heir; temples . renders it · far from líkely.that, in the days
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oí Moorish fanaticism, a 'dog of a Christian captive
would 'be permitted to outrage their most hoIy fane
with his presence, far less to scuIpture within its pre­
cincts the hated emblem of':Christianity,

. Ronda issupposed to occupy the site ór the Aruuds
.ofthe Romans, by whom its importance as a defensible
.position could hardly have been oyerlooked. .After the
'A rabs bécsme' masters of the 'proviuce, it rose from its

· ' ruins intoa town of note; and -was then, as now, the
·capital of the mountain communitywho dwell iuthe

, .surrounding fastnesses, . These' observations, however,
:appIy only to that portion ofthe town which lieson the
·southern sideof the Guadíaro r the edifices in the oppo­
'site quarter are oí a 'more moderii eharacter than those
in the old town, and, it is probable; date only ·from tbe
-daysof ·the conquistadores. ,'On ' thedecline oí the

" kingdom oí Granada, the surrouuding·district · was dis­
'membered from ita territorios:in 13~8,. and for' a time
convertedinto a separatekingdom, ofwhich Ronda was

·the head. J Thehead of this pettystate was anAfricsn
prince.vwho appears to have wrested it by forceof arms

· ... from the 'nat ive monarchs ; ·but ·· onthe accession of
·MuIey Mahomed theFourth to the throne of Granada,
.the .invaders were expelled, andoRonda:wasagaiti ineor­
.porated withthe last of the Andalucian monarchies.
.T henceforward "ita -name oecurs but seldom in ' thc
·Mocrishchronicles until the era of Ferdinand and Isa­
"belia again brings itforward, in theyear 1485, to main-

;: 'tain an obstinatedefence .against its Ohristian assailents-
-The valour 'of itajnhabitants, .however, was :.of .líttle
'avail against tbe overpoweríng forces of tbe besiegers ;
.and áfter .baving vainly sought succour from 'G:ranada,
,they.:were eonstrained to.yieId .the.town to .their .foes.
¡ . ~ The: p ópulation .oí' .R onda . nowumounts to .nearly
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14,000 inhabitants. Tráde and manufactures are dé­
spised by itscitizens; whose ehief occupation is to
s~uggl~ goods from Gibraltar into the interior of the '
province, .F or this the positiou of their native town is
adrnirably adapted; surroundedby.wild sierras, which
are traversed in every direction by multitudes of moun­
tain paths; it is as well fitted to receive as it is to convey
to other districts - the cargoes of the contrabandista.
Hence .the population of the Serrania bear a reputation
for Iawlessness, which is not wholly undeserved.Their
dusky .sierras have no! only fostered the wild love ofin-

. dependence eharacteristic of mountaineers, but, from
being the theatre of 'an open warfare against .the laws,

. have engendered a .turbulent spirit, whichit is aL a11
times difflcult. for tlie Spanish Government to represa,
and which occasionally sets its utmost powers at defi­

,ance. During the Guerra· de .Independencia" the Ser­
. ranoa kept their French invaders .in a stateofcontinual
disquietude-sometimes by open resistance,' sometimes
bya hollow submíssion, whiehrose into revolt on thefirst

. fa~ourable . opportunity, M. Rocca, in his graphic ac­
-. count of the operations of the French in .the Serranía,
faith~tilIy 'paints the .savage charaeters of the moun-
.taineers, .and their. unconquerable. hostility to the Ga­
vAchos.-the termofcontempt invariablyapplied by'
Spani'ards.to his .countrymen. On one oceasion their
detestation took aIudicrous tumvand stthe villageof
Olbera, to the .northward of Ronda, sorne of his com­
patriots were treated to a repast which consisted of asses' ,
flesh. . The Frenchmen found the veal,as it was called,
ratLer tough. .but díd not díscoverthe mistake .until

.sorne time afterwards, when it was necessary to .meet·
. .their , entertainers' in. warlikc fashion ; they were then

salutedwit)1the:cry; ." Y on ateasaes' flesh at Olbera.!'~.

u
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.an'd from tbat time ,every other taunt they had been
accustomed to hear was supplanted by 'thisone, in ' the
applieation of whích their mountain opponentsappeared
to derive an exquisito satisfaction.

Besides a plaza. de toros, said to be one 0(' the best
in Spain, Ronda possesses an Alameda, the site of

, which ispictureaque in theextreme, ' Its shadywalks
extend along the .brow of' a precipice, from whence, as
he inhales the western breeze, the speetator easts his
eye over anunequalléd 'prospect of valley, river, and
mountain, Far below him winds the Guadiaro nmid' .
the softest featurés of a vale-s-verdant slópesyhanging
groves, cottages embowered in orchards;and grey niills
1eaning over its strearn: as theviewwidens, itsexpres­
sion becomes more wildly beautiful ; an amphitheatrc
ofmountains encloses this rejoicingEden, their accli­
vities diversified by glens and woódy dells with which
the sunshine plays .capriciolislY,; and beyond their
broken outlines are seen those distantblue peaks which
are ' seldom wanting -in an Andalucia~ Iandscape, ~ and

here remind the 'observer that he is in the heart of an
alpine regi ón. "

The departure of a couple of mules is arihorirlyoc­
currence at larga inns, yet it had not 108t the charro of
novelty for thathost of idlers who are to be inet with

.. in Ronda 'as inall Spanish towns. Ondescending to
the street, 1 found Juan in ' the ' centre, of, a group 'of
'menin tattered brown cloaks,whoseeyes followed bis

, movements as he loaded the animals, while their lips
'were occupiedwithpaper éigarS. ,"One"who wás distin­
guished from the othersbysmoking a "puro," had got

, hold of my double-barreled gun, arid was showing to a
circle of'Iisteners-how it was fired, " ;Yousee, when

, YQu fire .the 'right .barrel, .you must put the gunto the
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, rjght ' shoulder ; but when you fire the. Ieft, then you
Jll~st put it to the left shoulder."The explanation
appeared quite satisfactory to his audience. With one
voice t}1ey' exclsimed, "Wliat a wonderful gun!" and
:rega:rded the speaker as an oraele of knowledge. The
~~~ individual, a swarthy little man, in whose piercing
eye there was expressed fully as much eunning as intel­
ligence, then accosted .J uan. The method he took to
1ngrat.iate himself with that trusty personage, proved
thathe was better acquainted with the road to Spanish
sympathies than with tbe mode of discharging double­
barrels. His f1.rst queryrelated to the birth-place of'
,:py -mozo, "J am fromSanto Cruz,"said Juan•
." Well, howstrange P' added the other; "1 am from
the same town," ":But 1 was broughtup in Granada."
~,'W~lJ, still more strange! 1 was brought up there
~l~o. Ya~.os, paysano, vamos á la bodega!" (Come,
P1Y countryman, let usgo to the tavern.) Juan, how­
ey~r, t:t,lroe4 adeaf ear to tbis invitation,whichhe
:welJ .:Knew ,'coneealed sorne sinister purpose either to­
wards himself or his master, and bluntly bade bis pay-
eauo stend aside, '

Passingdown a long and narrow street adorned with
sorne ,hándsome houses, we .quitt~d the town by a road
'~bicJIwasboundedon one side by an ancient Moorish

, wa1l. 'I'his quarter had been fortified by thaMoors
with more thanusual cate, as was evident from the

.abundant remains of the defenees with which they had
surrounded it, .Ofthcee there appeared to have been
three sepárate lines, each one capable of opposing an
efFectual resistance to an enemy, .and tbus triply guard­
ing what was naturally the weakest point of the city;
foron thiseide are wanting tbe crags and precipices
whicheverywhere else defy tbe approach of war, Seen
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from",the "southward," the .poeition : of,Ro'nda
t

• is :fat
more eharacteristic of' the mountain kingdom it repre­
sents than from the opposite direction, The fruit..
ful :basin stillmeets the eye, -its surface shadowedwith
foliage.or .yellow with com-fields; but in tbe 'midst
rises a:rocky heíght, upon whicb ·the,·city stands in
conscious security. .:··Begirt 'with .inaecessible'<steeps;
whose.sunimitsrare surmounted bywalls of massive
strength, it looks , th~ war-lovingstronghold, the citadel
ofa.fierce .mountain race; towhom warfare'was 'oncethe
breáthiof their nostrils. i'and vwhose descendants even
'yet retain the unquiet spiritrof their .flery ·anéestors. : ¡
. ~ ' : . Dese éndingthe' other ' ~ide ; of.Ü~e heiglíts fromwhich

.we .had -surveyedthis .·striking .scene, we plungeddeep
amongtheiroots of an assemblage of mountains, lofty~

. wild' llnd wrapped in":thébrown mantle of sterility,
Dur ' path 'was .both execrable.anddangerous ] leading
sometimesov ér the políshed surfnce of the sloping rock,
Ol winding. :between húgemasses~ , detaehed' from 'the

.summíts, with the 'occasional variety of a precipice on
0!le. handto enhance .its: perils. .' Ás '.we':came-to-the
hottom of a wild hollow, it passed bya -rooflesa dwell­
ing. .. LInquired"ofa'.peasant;.whó had shortly before
joined mi,what 'the ' place had been; and was 'hiformed
that it had once;been a venta; and was demolished by
authority. ' '. :
~:.__·''' évVhy:so ?'~ . . " . . .

" .W hen·a venta is destroyed by áuthority," replied
.the.man, ~ ,~ everybody knows thareason ; :it was a no­
.torious harbouring place for robbers, and was: in con-
-sequencepulled do\Vn.~' · , . ' ,
;)n truth, á fitter spot forfhe outlaw's deeds could
.hardly be found: oneitherhand the venta .commanded
a viewof thetraek .as it wound by'a long descent to its
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door; .andin front"waS'themouth of a narrow ravine,
clown which 'the robber could dive and in a few mo­
ments belost to sight .

.Gradusllythe scenery changed afterwe had passed
the villageofAtejate. :about ten miles from Ronda;
and thecountry, though still mountainous and rugged,
wore the cheering smile of cultivation, and began to be
.<:livérsified witbwoods andvegetation~" Like the ap­
proaeh.to Ronda from the north, the path .led along tbe
erest of a .high ridge, fromwhence the eye seanncd with
ease .thewinding course of thepieturesque valleys on
either side, and .through openings iri the sriiTounding
sierras caught glimpses of distant ist éeps upon which
pine.forests hung, or more rarely of mountainfortresses,
capping 'with .theirweather-stainedcirclet of ruins sorne
10ncl1. crag, Witbin thevalleya.was tobe seena com­
bination .of .natural beauties and .the gladdening works
of .industry : now -the path threaded an olíve-grove, or
skírted ·some sunny slope; now the vines hung their
tempting clusters over our heads; andon mounting

. hig~er . the.scene was varied by the view of darkpasses;
wooded heights, and all .the bolder features of.a moun­
tain 1a~dscape. ' -What added .to.the animation of tbe
prospect was the numberof villages and .hamlets which
cluilg to .the -acc1ivities, éach orie -within its .own little
dornain.of'garden and doliage. Sorne .lay deep in the

, valleys, and .were only half seen amid a surrounding
growth of.trees.rbutthegreater number .had climbed to
loftiersi tes, '. " ,adondese despeñan ,las palomas," as.Juan
p~etical1y, phrased it ;and either crowned sorne craggy
platformwitp.whiteedifices, 'or retired within sheltered

', recesses .overhung iby cliffs, and accessible onlyby
;wiildi~g paths from below. .'

It wasdark when we reached Gaucin and entered its
, , u 3 .

~-'-~-
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. solitaryposada,':after' traversing-u 'long ":sti eét · through
which-the.wind swept icoldly. . .I ndeed, "from ithe : mo­
ment the sun han descended beneath ,tbe horizon.we
had-felt the .temperature isensibly lowéred, .and .wére
gIad to wrapourselvesiu our mantas on account of :tlie
wind. .which atotlie same time began torise, and before
we arrived at the .inn wasbl ówing .down the ravines in
sharp gusts. ' For the first 't ime during 'my wanderings
1 felt chilled, .and would have haileda blazing:fire :with
satisfaction. ,B ut nosuchwelcome sightaweited us in
the posada. Here, as in .e'very posadain .the.province;
the sole .fireplaéein thehouse was tbat whieh s érvedfor
cooking the mealsof thehousehold and strangers ; and
a 'more cheerless hearth can hardly be imagined, ; It
was placed at one end of alarge apartm ént..half stab1e,

' halr kitchen, the floorof which seemed tohave been
, níodelledufter tbe roughly-paved :street outside, .and
was searcely so c1ean. , 'At:first sight it appeared a. mere'

.mass of masonrybuilt up ngainst the waU to theheight
of three or four fect ; :but on. closer inspeetion. the
structur é was seen tobe peiíoratedby a row of aper­
tures, from which sorné heat wasfelt to proceed, These
apertures are, 'in fact,furnac~s on a<diminutive scale;
and.whenrequired.for thepurposea of cooking are filled
withccharcoal; ' This-fuel, however, ' though it gives

.. out a considerable:degree -of neat, :~deman~s constant

nursing; so:that' 'half the time 'oC 'tIle eook.is consumed
.in coaxíng ít .into a glow by;meansof"primitive fans of

" esparto, " Comfortless as it -Iooked, thís was the only
, place.where. sorne warmth .was to be'liad;' anddrswing
, iny stoól close to it, 1 endeavoured-to fancy 1 was pro-
, , ~ect~d' , agailist thekeenness of themountein. ai~ that

' rushed in at the open gate snd a' hundred loopholes.
, ' Meamvhile; aelipshoddamsel was preparirig· supper;



..J uaa . havi!1g ~ oppcrtunely ~ purchased a rabbit. from .a
,'hoy who ~as hawking themabout the : street, . and who
, .had followed us into the.posada.: ' ,I n 'a trice the animal

was chopped .into small pieces, and set to stewin a11
earthenw ére pipkin,: alongside ~f another.vessel of ·thé

:same .nature, in -which .ourMuritornes proceeded to boil
, sorne, rice. . " In du é course her labours .came : tóacon- '
clusion : .a brown .bowlwas .produced,. intowhich the

. . contents of the -pipkins' were cast with.hui little cere­
mony : next :she poured :sorne boiling .oil -over . 'the

, . mess .;' and then-setting thedish upon"s stool,: placed
,beside it· a eouple oí crusts of bread. . Thelatt ér, it is
neces~ary to observe. .were ' súpp~ied as substitutes for
knives, -forks, and spoons, rather th án as au addition to

" the edibles '; ' and aceordingly, while Juan seized one, :1
possessed myselfof the other, and plunging itintothe
pila\v, contríved toextract a .portion and to burnmy
fingers at the same time. · The "rage .of hunger,'
however, makes light oí. such obstacles: in a wonder­
full y short spaee ,of time.our fingers ·met a~ the bottoni
of the bowl, ' having carried everythingbefore them, and
then we stopped; but this was :not :enough for Juan,

. for his lastbone being picked, hefinishedoff with de ..
vouringthe .faithful crust he wielded. :This done, ,be
proceeded to sm'oke his." papel," ; while I :retreated: to
theichamber in.'the 'upper story. . to -which .1 ·climbed
by rickety.wooden stairs. : ~ , There.l" .said Maritornes;
who .had shown the way, ~~ ; there .is a-cama fit.for gente

', .decente.'L . 1 .ventured. to question the fitness. of ·the
eulogium, after a: slight .inspection .of the wretched

. ~pology for a bed to .which .she pointedv . The coverlet
andsheets had a wondrous dingy aspect, more especially
the .latter;which, besides, bore witness to the san';'
guinaryattacks of the native population upon the .per-

I
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sonsof the Iást oecupants, .'I'his,:however, was nothing
new to .roy eyes ; · and .moreover, having the prospectof
sleeping beneathan .E nglish roof the following night, 1
was -Iittle .inelined to be fastidious on the last .occasíon 1
was to éncounterthe discomforts of aBpaníah . posada.
But, .before .stretching myself .on a ' couch .where -it was
manifest:thepulga and chinche 10~ded .i t over the
sleeper,J.put 'ínpractíce .certain -precautions.which-will
explainto the reader whyin these 'pages he .hasmet ,
with-no suehpassages as ," Passed a .sleepless :night,
occasionedby theessaults oribe camivorous inhabitants
ofthebed• . Rose .early,'glad .to .escape.from the varo';'
·pyres who.tenanted.my couch," &c. : .,
, . The··truth •is, .that the .writers of' -these complaints
hav.e :themseIves to blame,in nosmalI degreefor under­
going the sufferings which theyrecountfor the benefit
of-thepublie, T~eycarry .their Englis~ habita. into
pulga-riddenSpain, ánd dispose themselves torest
up ón.thenotoriouslypopulatedbeds in the same fashion

.in which the1'would eourtsleep in'an English .chamber,
N ow.this is 'tantamount .to offering .themselves up to
be .saerificed; .and .if it be 'done .through .an obstinate
adherenee -to national customs, thécomplainers, 1 re':"
peat; have Iiule right to our aympathy for their ·mur- .
deredrepose, Let them provide themselves, assome
bave 'done, :with :a -huge.aack. vin .whichto encase their
personsbefore-Iying .down to rest-s-or, as. 1 found
equally.effectualand.mueh more.conveniene.with loase

. drawers, .enclosing the .feet, and drawn roúnd 'ihe.waist,
by a .cord-e-and 1 venturetopredict -theircestwill. be
untroubled 'by noctumal -essailents.tvTo this, ir their
quartersbe -verysuspicíous, let .them',add cotton gloves
ror ~the hands; nigh tcap,. and neckeloth, and theirur­
roour' js ,~h~n .complete.. . If .the .places 'of joining be

. .
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earefully secured. cnothing can .penetrate "ii"; and they
" wíll .enjoy:the 'sat isfaction; should they awake at night,

of beholding their pi11ow beleaguered in 'vain by a mul- ,
.titude of .nightly disturbers. . . . . :
-: Before .daybreák -I. was on :the way to Gibraltar;
which it . was necessary to 'reach -before sunset. '.For

'more .than .an .hourthepath wesa series of'precipitous
descents, j down which : ourimules slid and serambled;
without however once missing tlieir footing. :', At léngth
.we reaehed the bed.ofa';torrent, and whieh thencefor­
,ward was our .road. ;, ' On -looking .iback, as sóon as ' the
:light ·permitted .a .view to . be ', caught, .the scenevwas
.strikingly -beautiíulv« Loñym óunteinsvrose in ' every
'variety of'.wildshape. that' crag.andforest could com­
.pose' j :high among 'them -was : perchad the villagewe
had quitted, now glistening like a snow-patch, for the
.mom ing sunvwas' : shining vstrongly on its-.whitenéd
-dwellings, and adding to their brilliancy, .Then, in a.

" : ! short time, .thewholeprospect underwent a transform­
. .ation. ·A thunderstorm · gathered upon , the .highest

-peaks, and sIowly;settIing;down; :upón. '.tlíe~ .lo\ver.}eleva-

· ¡tions, ;'gradriallyburied ;-each rfeaturein ;·darkness,:,. the
19listening village.was blotted .out bya gloomy mass .of
'cloud ; 'the 'eraga. aroundIt . lostfheir . ragged outlines
,and beeame indistinct forms of vapour ; .while the sight -

:-.of long columns of mist descending bythevalleys and
mvines was apretty sure sign that, ere Iong, we too
should feel the wrathof the elements. Juan, however,

.. predicted that thestorm would experid ita fury on the
monntains alone; but inIislf-an-hour it was upon USo
The rain came do~vu like a cascade, and drove so fu-

· riously against the faces ofour animals, that instinctively
.. they turned aside and buried their heads in a thicket
· .of underwood by the ba~k of'the torrent.For our-
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'.selves, 'we followed.their example; or rather; wrapping
our heads 'in our mantas, sat down under the bank to
await the termination of the deluge. > In another half­
hour -ithad passed off,- and we .resumed our march
down thestream~ · From this we -divergedyere long,
to enter the noble forest 'of cork-trees that almost COD­

tinuously stretches to San aoque, on the Bay of
Gibraltar. On mounting a risingground, .the Rock
itself camedistinctly into view. At that distance its
appearance resembled ~ huge .wedge.resting on its base,
with o an abrupt end turned towards .Spain. . We were,
however, still a long way from it ; .'and it was a journ éy
'of many hours through thepí éturesque forést-s-whlch,
however, enjoys but an indifferent reputation .on. the
seore_of: honesty-e-before we elimbed :the aeelivity on

-which San Roque Ü? -situated, On the othersidethe .
. .watersof the bay spread out: -and descending agaín to

the sandy beach .tliatbounds .th~m;we urged 9\1r tired
• ·animals along this natural road, inorder to reach the

fortress before sunset, the .hour at which the gates are
elosed, . Half an ·hour before that .t ime I had rpaesed
through tbe Spanishlines infront of the fortress ; and

.after having .at the gate certifíed to -theofflcer on guard
-thát Juan meditated no Villanyagainst 'o' the Roek and

...its o numerous garrison, 1 was suffered to pass in, and
•found myself in Gibraltar. .. , -::.

TBE END.

" :..... ... ..
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· ments oí colossal armies, .W e ventare to assert that no general bistory of
tbe wars of Europe, from 1812 to .1815, composedwithont access and
referenceto tbis work, can have any claim .10 enduring trust and estima-
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~. tbe SIXTEENTH and SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES~· 'Being a
.' 'H istory of France,principalIyduring thatperiod. " By LEOPOLD

RANKE, 'Author of '" History of:the'"Popes -ínthe16th and 17th
. " Centuries," 2 vols, post Bvo.248. .. " . '~ " . ..'
'. ; '" By f~r tbe1i~st sumIJlalj oí Fr~ricb' history tbat.we have, ·M. Ranke

· bríngs to bis task pbilosopby andoriginal research."-Spectator. .
.' "WilI undoubtedly takerank .among jhe.elassies ·of bistory.'!-:-John·

. Bull. :· ; ,, : ::: ., ..• -. , : '- , ." ::. ; ' . . " '
. ,. AÍl important and valuable .bistory ofFrance, :oí enduring .interest,

distinguished,by neW víews, and enriched .by many.new facts.''-Daily
News. " · - . ,. .. . .
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. FILIA DOLOROSA: MEMOIRS ·ofthe DUCHESS
D'ANOOULEME.' :BytIie late Mr8;ROMER~ "Antbor of~' The

,:;Temples and Tcmbsof Egypt,"&c•.,l vol: .cr. post; witb Portrait, 12s;
. ; " A moretonehing pictnre waa'DeverpreseDt~d 't~ the · ·inÍl1d."~Lite­
raT!J Gaseue. ' . . , . . . . ' : . ' ' . ' , '. ,. .:
, .~. ExquisiteIy toldo Sucha biographycouldnot be otberwise tban m-o

t.eresting."-pail,y News. . . ' . . . '." ' .
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