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·.·and. ~Mulanacen, towering like 'I'itans 'above a 'growth
oí. .. gíants, Their lofty sides,' eleven by . tremendóus.
'ehasme, and surrounded by steeps, seemed to forbid 'a;
resting-pl áce- to the foot, and .to deny access tootheir
summits, whicli shot upwards dárk and sullen.From
thesehadtdisappeared their-wintryhoods of snow, and
each pinnacle'Iifted .its .head blackened:like·sll below

'.by tbe wrath of tempests.ando.the fire of .unnumbered
.summers. :One vestige of wínt ér álone remained' on'
the .forehead of the Picacho, where, sheltered.ina deep
ravine,~a ' snow-wreath lingered, ándreflected .in dazzling
brightness...the sunbeams as, they crossed . its. surface,
This solitary speck .of white was ,the last traceof the
snowy mantle the peaks assume in .winter ;' :as summer
advances, they shake it .off from .their erests and flanks,
'which , then re-appear in .the drapery of dark colours
natural,to their rugged·outlines."' .

',' :', Descending from the tower..1 sought my,way 'to,the.
.". , palace ..of .the Alhambra,: and forind admittance. ' To

, come 'fresh-.froro contemplating the savage grandeur of
. nature, ~was .toput the feeble worksof m~n to. the

severest .test . to which they could -be subjected: yet,
, makíng.due .allowances, the founders ofthat pile might

freely boastóf the work of their hands. It is not.my
intention to describeastrncture wíthwhich the public
are wellacquainted by the .productions of abler pen!;l

, thanmine '; .i t is-enough to .s~y that .words fail to give
,. ' ,any idea.cf.its bewilderingeffectuponthe senses. ' I t.

, ~i s the ~eau .idéal .of a voluptuous Elysium; .'a scene to .
': whíeh every soureeof earthly enjoyment íssummoned,
. '. and notin vain, to eaptivate and enthral the heartby
. lullirig. .and. soothing it to resto · And in' 'a .climate

,' .where ,inaction is frequently compulsory; 'and .at 'times á
,", :pe~es'sitY" hQw' exquisi tely .adapted were: those. allure-
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~ent~that"deIight the stmnger'seye,'to banisli :tlíe éare
and thought inseparable from OUl hours óf 'tranquillity l
The Albaycinmíght :be in open rebeIlion, the Ohris­
tian 'might be 'wasting the beautiful vega' with '.fire .and
sword, the alcíades of.the kingdom might "'be usurping
the royal ' authority; ,but what were -these: disasters 10
him who could wander from marble hall -te 'blo~ming

gardenjandsurrenderhimself to .the enehantment ' er~

ated by their 'Vivid pleyof'eolours and the exquisite
variety OL their embellíshmenta, or .pillowed 'on 'lux-

, urious ease, and fanned by 'the perfumeof ,the -orange­
flower, : sink into forgetfulness while the murmur of
fountains feU pleasantlyon the eár ? ,T~e greát-cherm;:
indeed, of the .palace Iies-in its tendeney to absorbethe
mind in dreamy contemplatíon. . ' Everyt4ing ministers
to .that end i the _long eolonnades of slender pillars that

, hang like stalaetites round the courts.; the .dim twilight
,of the lofty,' saloons ;' the delícate .fretwork embossed
upon their walls, and provokingthe-eye -to unravel it~

mazes; the plash of fountains-" singing.a quiet .tune ;'~

aIl tliese-produce that mixture -of' illusion and .reality
whích transports the thoughtsintothe world of revenes
and day.:.if.reamso : "And if "8uch' be the effect -of the
seene shorn 'as it is of its 'aneierit.splendours, how much
more -powerful must.Its-charmahavebeenwhen there
mingled'with tbemthé still..1ife thatpeoples an Eastern
court¡ when the chivalry 'of .thevkingdom .filleddhe

,ante-chambers, 'and .mute attendantá glided : toand ,fro
through the desertad walks, and the voiee'and-smile of

.:, beauty were breathing their -soft spells around !';,-: ;,' .,
,,'_·:.;IS'it t o he wonderedat that each sciouof royal blood
, ,counted ,this :the summit of-his deslres ; .thathe -broke
", ~.every.tieof,kindred, allegiance,'or gratitude, ':thmake
, irhíaown, sndthat.when he , sttaineddtwith"hands

' ..... , _ • e ," ... . •
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stainedwith blood,. he forgot, .aawith few 'exceptions,
did the .later imonarehsof Granada; in the baleful at­
tractions of his palace, that his dominions were tornoby
misrule and dissension, and, slowly but surely, ,sinking

. beneaththe arms of the .Ohristians P It cánhardly be
doubted that theAlhambra e óntributed no Iittle to the
downfal of the Moslem 'kingdom :' no jnán can behold
itsvaried delights without confessing that .they must
have.shed an enervating and deadening ínfluence upon
all within their sphere,and,however sparinglyenjoyed,
have been fatal to spiritand energy. , ; , . ,

·One ,of my. firstuecupationewas :te -procure ' apart­
ment;" not in thís royal residen ce, for it is nowforbid­
den to devotethem toothe accommodation of prívate
individuals, .but .in one ofthe .dwellingswithin the
walls of thefortress, ' This was ,nodifficult matter, .as '
tuere are severaLhou~es ¿f 'the description Irequired
within its precincts; and on tbe 'following day 1 found
nlys~lf' installed in 0~e-thepr9perty, by the way, of

.an English 'baronet, •and situated ,close to the Arco del
:Vinó~ '. Its erection was probably coeval with the dnys
of the Moora; but time, 'orthe taste of subsequent oc­
cupants,had strlpped it .of every peculíarity of their
~rchitectúre,~iceptthe smallMoorish casements .of the
Upper' story• Here 1 lodged in a spacíousapartment ''
that overlooked the interiorof the fortress; and every
InoiningSallied fortht.o wander,with no definite ob­
jec~ ,in view, ,ainong the existing .memoríalsof itsMos-,
lem masters; " sometlmes. from ahigh battlement :
watching the flight of moming from .theeast, to see it.
lig}¡t upon the city below 'and steal alongthe plain.; ,
Ol descending by thenorthem gate to the Albaycin,
roain through thatúnci ént stronghold of turbulence ;
or tumingup the course oí the Darro, pursue the path

4; . .
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to the sec1uded college of Monte ' Santo.' Duringthe
noontide h'eat;wh'en occupation out of doors is neces­
sarijy suspended, and one is confined a ' close prisoner
to .the house, 1 hada never-failing vresource agairist
ennui in 'behoIding from one oí the windows a magni- ,
ficent prospect oí the Vega' and the Sierra ' N evada.
The enchanting verdure of the formernever' . paIled
upon the 'eye : none but those who 'have dwelt unden
cloudIess skies, and exposed to the full force óf an un­
shadowed sun, can understand how often the ex ércíse of
vision becomes under the gIare of light physically
painful, and -how' muelrto be appreciated is a spot of
green uponwhich the sight mayrest. , H ere, 'while
the air wasquivering with heat, and nearer objects ap­
peared to glow, there was a broadespanse that reflected
nodazzling sunbeams, and permitted the eye .to dwell
long upon its : 'shady 'masses of'verdure. And while a
breathIess stillness' reigned' aroundj.and th é: city. was
wrapped in thesilence .of" the-grave, bespeaking, like
' the'rocky and desolate .mountain-chains in the distance,
the 'exhaustion' oí nature, 'how cheering was it to he­
hold aprospect wherein nothing 'drooped, and where
stslk and .Ieaf were fiourishing in' the utmost vigour of
vegetabIe .life l Indeed, the 'Iuxuriance of the Vega
seemed almost the work of magic, so far .was.itfroUl
being affected by the burning andblighting iníluence
which in every' 'other directionihadreduced the soi] to

' sterility, and "thrown a 'brown and arid: tirige ,·upon
mountain and valley. !. Then at sunsetI descendedthe
Calle, de .los Gomeles,sure to flndthe streets alíve
with population; for the ' disappearance , of the . sun is
the signalfor all whocanwaIk ar crawl toemerge from

...•~ houseand cottage and enjoy the .' freshness of ':evening-
In general the : lowerorders sat with thei~ ,families at



RESIDENCE IN ·TH~ ALHAMBRA. 35tt

the .doors of: tbeir dwellings, the 'romí sínoking,their
papelitos, and the whole cirele .watching-tbc beau
monde wending its way to theAlameda. , A ,stranger,
however closely he may conform to .the costume of the
éountry, ' is .quickly deteeted, ' and ene hears' the word
~'Ingles" pass from mouth io .mouthon nearing these
groups, 'I'his is tbeir. mode of tomando el fresco;
tbat oí the hígher ranks again is only a shade less '
éedentary;its desíres being boundedby thaIimitsnf
thepublie paseo, beyond.which theaeiioritas and theis
cavaliersscrupulously refrain ~ from pessing. . From
thence, the promenaders-retire to the various cafés ando
neverías, to sip ices or ' ~he ,' delicious agraz, andafter..,
wards ·t ó fill the· tertulias' to which they may have the
righ~ óf admission., , One' drawback only accompánies
a',residence in theAlhambra.. As it iS3 fortress.urid
provided w~th~ slender garrisom.the.routirie.óf military ,
üiscipHne is acéordingly ~ enforced" andat. teno'cIock ~t

niglit the gates are : closed. , Aft~r this hour.admission
iS.ÜiffichIt'..!..;:H do not.say.impossible, for.these 'anCie~t

gateswill readily unclosetoa silverkey ir judiciously
applied ;~ ;but· the difflcultycoasists in,rolÍsing <the
warders~ , whovbeing superannuated soldiers, are either
toosleepy or too. deafto heediany but .the loudest
lmockings and .ussaults .upon .their venerable "charge,
rrhis inconv:enience .exceptedc-L-do .not know a 'more
delightful ,quarter in ' Grana¡da: than vthe eastle oí .its
fonile~~ Iorda, "Here th é traces:ofinnovating,hands 'are
less :perceptible .than in ,tb'e city belowr and one,finds
Í10:·.di~·cultY :iq ..forming a 'pretty accurate :noti ón,..,of
whar"'as its.strength aud grandeur .underthe.Moorish
domination: ,,>Besideá ,this, there ..arevari éd and exten­
sive prospectstobe enjoyed from its)nassive towers.;
~h~ .·p1os~noted ··of oth érMoorish. monumentsare elose
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at .líand¡..and, last but 'not: Ieast, ' óne!is -spared .the
fatigue of elimbíng-the steep.approaeh fromthe eity, . a~

undertaking of no small rmoment and toil underan
almostvertical.sun. i : ' . < .: ~ .;' ' ,: " 'i ' ,o, ' .' . .. .. -. • ' ; :

:.' Orie of ·the pleasures :to .whieh 1 had looked forward
, on approaching Granada '~as .the ,prospect of conversiug
~ith sorne of my:countrymen,.whom Lmade sure-of
meeting there;': for aftersome .months'.abstinéncelfelt
a decided .Ionging to hear.myself: talk in .mymotheé
tengue. ItIstrue Llabouredunder no -apprehensions
of:havingforgoi~en it, having had proof'to that .effect
in:Oordova.«where,'.on : rescuing two Englisli :.tourists
froin a dilemma brought 'onby their ownignorance of
Bpanísh, Lhad the grátification of hearing one.marvel
to the other; ~f H ów.well the'~ Spaniard sp óke '
English p~ :' My sage.compatriots jumped to thecon­
elusión that .hewho.wore á .sombrero, chaqueta, and-a

, faja girded round him, must perforce be 'a' natíve oí
Spitín;' whereas the. yoúngesturchins on ,the: streets

. eyed .one with:a"look cxpr éssive :of their having dis­
" cover éd.thst .the wearer of theirnationaI costume was

no '" viejo Christiano," but .a 'stranger from a distant
Iand. . It WaB ' therefore .with considerable satisfaction
that, -one morning, on eallinguponan ex-alcaide ofíhe
city, ·1 bowedto 3 personagewhoia the worthydignitary
presented as Don E-' -, '- , and a-countrymen.' The
appearanee of roy new acquaintance ·.was~ Qne: of those

, whíehconce.éeen. ere notsóonfórgott~Íl.I rocognised
•hlmimmediately; although the onlYoccasí ón on'which
Lhadseenhimoecuned manymonths previously, and
then only.for.a few miilUtes. <. 'Having;entered a'book,;.
seller'sshop'dn Sevilleinquestof nwork, I-foundthe
master:of .the .shop seated ,at 'a ehess-tablealongwith
theíndivíduelwhc nowáto ód'before me; My inquiry
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was uDsatisfactory; :but during our ··brief colloquyvT
.'caught.a: glimpse of certain features in the.background
that .struck me as being strangelyand whimsically put
together. . The countenance .was sellow. very angular
in its outlines,'and deeply marked by small-pox; ~ while
froin behind a pan- of spectacleaacouple of .Iynx-líke

. eyes 'shot .searehing glances. .; Let .the .reader place this'
. singular visage .upon the' most meagre ·and slender form

he .has ever beheld, and he has a .pretty accurate de­
scription of.:D on, E -. -'-"8 outward .man, Further
'acquaintancet which hewas not , sIow to cu1tivate, .
brought to light his various accomplishments. : Among
these it was a .singularity, tbat a1though professing10
be exclusir ély a military charaeter, he:possessed a more
than respectable knowledge of . medicine; · H e.was,
besides, a 'perreet master .of .Bpanish. rwhlch hewrote
and spoke. admirably; and was. endowedwith the gift

.oí conversation in an 'eminent degree, .So much for
the bright side of'Don E~'s charaeter• .· Inregard
t ó.tlie dark portion"truth compels me to state .that a
great deal more might be said~ . · In .the first place, .a .
more wanderirigtongueit had never been .my lot to
meet. · Its audacityexceeded belieí; Mentiontbe
riame of a publle .eharacter or a personage of dístinction,
anditiInmediately.proclaimed its owner tohave' been
on intimate terms with the exalted individuaIs. :','Wbe­
therthey . were. statesmen, orators, .nobles, poets, or

. actors; matteredJittle to DoriE~-.-.; ;to aIl and each
he:hadhome 'company, and could pour forth, off-hand, . .
a :host 'of anecdotes to .prove his.intimacy with them,
To tbis weakness he added another of'.a less diverting

.~ kfud• .' He :hiLdanunpleasanthabitof'borrowingmoney
' .~n the 'st~ength oí remittances expected, .but -whieh

somehow :ór"otlier .never ·ariived ; and, in.short, Don
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E~ Iívedupon: hiswits andhís .fri énds. ' "To the
eredit of his ·Spanish ones .be:it . spoken, they bore this
failing withagrsce which, if it be characterisricof.fhe
nation, must make it the admiration of'.nll c!tevoJiers
á'industrie. '
. The most curious fact connected with this -individual
was the mystery tliat ' enveloped his origin and the
country ofhis birth, . H is own account,of course, was
not tobe 'credited ; and allfheotherindications that
might furnish .a elue were wholly atfault. . His n,ame

". wasScoteh, hisaccentEnglish, Vihile'the frequent useof
.I rish idioma besp ókehirn to nave. resided .longin the
'E merald 'Isle,:'T his mueh,.however, 'of .his hístóry was
autlielltie: 'that :hewasengaged in the British Legion
...;.:...in -what eapaeityit isdoubtful-c-aad l éft. that serviee
forreasons ';best ,knownto himself;' subsequent1y ' en-
-teredtheSpanlsharmy, and.líeld therank ofsous-lieu-
'tenant; -which he'alsoresigned foz privatereasons; ,and
had since thenbeen roaming through Spain, withno
:osterisib1e 'pllrpose'oremp1oyme!lt. ,D~ring his service
.in the Legion·he· liad the mísfortune to be taken _'. pri-
soner by: the Carlists,of \vhose"brutalities to himself,
andotherSas unfortunately situtl:ted;':he .was in, tbe
habitofcommunicatingshocking' details, To,tbis
storyI had always turned aniucredulous.ear, thinkingit
'8 fíctionclike'manyothera;until, .on returning t óEng-
Jand,l read the: narrative oí an :officer 'oE'the British
:Mañ nes who-heppened.to bemadeá 'prisonerby the
.Carliats, : From thia 1 ·1earnt ,that D on .E ..:..........::,:had
,.~ctUá]]y' .been -captured, and ·tbat thispart: of.the stóry
';wSs·.no fabrication. ; ' . .
'.;: E~ery day that J .élimbed thesteepCalIe de -los Go­

' meles~ under a.' hct.end-fiercevsunvmy eyes turned
~nstiI\ctiv~ly ' tothedarksummit or',the Picacho de la



DON E--' • 357

Veleta, from whose brow there hung, like a jewel, the 1"'

snowy speck 1 have already described, It was pecu-
liarly tantalising,while oppressed by the stiHing atmo­
sphere of the street, to look up to its glittering surface,
and know it was .the centre of cool breezes, thefaintest
breath from which would have banished every sensation
of languor; and sent one up the steep with the step of

,a mountaineer. As, however, these cool airs refused
'to quit their ancient seat on the mountain-top even for
.a anoment, there was no' otherresource than to seek
tliem'there, and for onceInhale 'a, reviving draught in

, th~ ., midst, of a .torrid .Iand, This .project Lhadbeen .
prevented by ,various ,causes from 'putting,into execu..
tion .until Ihlid become acquainted with DonE~
No soonerdid that personage hear of my determinntion
then he bestirred himself toaid it"and provedcindeed,
~ , " .usefulv.euxiliary. N obody .knew.. better ~han he
.where the best guide and the best mules were to be
. ' ". '. . ' . .

, ,procured ; .andhaving .Iaid in a store of provender for
.,t lle expeaition, we commenced ourjourney in the after­

noon of a h~tand cloudless day;
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- ,CHAP TER XVI. --

~HE PI CACHÓ DE LA VELETA.-ASOENT. OF IT.~(ULE AMONG THE

!lOUNTAINS. -ldAGNIFIOENT PROSPECT FROM THE SUMMIT.-LA

, ZUBIA.-THE· RESTLESS SK:ULL.-THE NUNS•.;....ROUTE 'TO ldALAGA.

-A GALERA.-TBE SPANISH ' MASTIFF.-GUARDAS DEL 'CAMINO.

,As ,the Picacho is .accessíble by 'a ,bridle-traek to
withiri half-a-mile of its -summit, the plan of the aseent
was --to proeeed 'to the 'statíon 'of the neveros, near-the
snowy wreath :feom whích they -filléd tbeirpanniers';
having reached this, which we expectedto do' shortly
aftereunset, ' we 'weretospend the ,night there, and
onfhe following morning, _8.t _'earliest dswn, lo coro­
mencetheiascentofthcToftiest peak. -'-Itwasabs~
Iutely essential, in order to enjoyan unintemipted p~o·

- -_spect from tbe summit,that we 'should reach it at an
_earlyhour, forat inidday, and evensooner, the surfsce of '
thecountry would be shrouded fromvíew by the exha..
Iations thatrise from the valleys and plains,and diffuse
themselves tbroughthe atmosphere. Considering,
however, tbat only half-a-mile of the aseent remained

·:'to:b e performed on foot after starting from our resting­
- place, we reckoned witb eertainty upon accomplishing

tbe distance in little more than an hour, -_-- -, -
- ', : A short rid~ from the outskirts of thecíty brought
us to theswelling rootsof the migbty sierra,which
fromtbispoint graduaIly slopedupwards for more than

- twenty miles;till it attained itshighest elevation. Here
• on'le~v.mg the ·fertile. ,vega"there was no imperceptible
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transition from the prodigal abundauca.of arich plain
into the less fruitful cultivation of mountain acclivities.
Sterility eneompassed us from.themoment .our ani­
mals began tobreast therocky :pathway ; and.Iooking
upwards, the scenery worethe same aspect,impressed
in ,bolder characters r . dark,' lowering erags, shivered
peaks, and stony ranges píerced by gaps and.ravines,
denoted a region.abandoned to desolation. ' Still it
had its green spots; asourtrack generalIy .led along
thecrestof elevated ridges, the eye from.this vantage
ground commanded the interior of the valleyson either
side, and occasionally penetrated into the depths of
others more remete, Sorne were beautifully green, .and
possessed their foaming brooks,along whosebanksa
few-tall poplars were picturesquely:sprinkled; one ar
two" again, were diversified by mountainhamlets,whose
appearance -in -the -heart of" this rockJ wilderness pre­
sentad apicture ofindustry .ándconteat. j oined toan
air oí utter secIusion•. ' A few houses grouped irregu­
larly togetlier-, the chureh or ermitaat one.end, sorne
stragglinghuts .perehed upon. prcjectingcrags, a thread
of verd1,1restealingdown -thevalley-c-these constituted
a picture ofpeace. reilence, and perhapshappiness, the
,c¡lffect of whieh,surroundedbyits duskyframe of'frown-

, ing ridges,was Ind éseribablystríking. :. At every step,
howevertthat carried us upwardsc-such glimpses became
less.frequeIlt, and for leagues. we: continued to toil
8tnQng the .wildest mountainscenery .it .is .possible to
conceive~Th~twilight .of thesouthem skiesfhen
drew .abruptly' to a close ;and while the failing light
ren(}ered ':ou~ " ,progre~s .along the ,rugged', track ', 'more
than ordinarily sló~, . .the wind began tozises'or, to
speak :more correetly, we -began to ascend into a region
Whex:e for the time,being it washolding itsboisterous
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revels.: ..On the summits of the utisheltered rídges, and
in .the narrow gorges between them~ ; · the gusts ~ blew

, furiousljvandwithal roared so' loud as ·-to drown OUt

. voicesieven when we shouted 'toeach othér~ :At' one
precipitous slope, wbicb scarceIy-afforded fóoting for
our mules, the "burro" ihat carried ourIoad ofpro~.

vender .made a false step; andstumbled~ : Before it
could.recover itself a suddenblastpoured downfrom
the heights, and -iu -an instant the poor , animal- was
overpowered, and burled onits side witb á crash that
bodedhavo_c to our stock of edibles, Luckilythe
mozoheld on stoutly by tbe balter, and succeeded in'

' . keeping its head to ,-wind; and .then .tberestof us
scrambling downtowhereIt lay helplessand passive,
raisedit by main force, and pushed -ít up ,the .as éent.
Thiscaused sómedelay, and when success badcrowned
our exertions the last traces oflighr had disappeared;
notwithstanding the ~ darkness~how~ver, we strug~ '

gled -o,. onwards. :.sometimes-in ' sheltered nooks .making'
go'odprogress, but 'Otl the bleakridges engaged in a
stubbom eontest ',with ' the wind, that vthreatened t~

launeh usover'theprecipicesthat dropped uway on.
either side. At length, when we were about to ehoose.
a placeof. bivouac for the night, asfurther progresa 00

thevergeof chasmswas becoming aworkof danger, 'on
.turning an .angle .oía .• rockJuanicordcscried a faint
·light ; thishe pronounced to-proceedfrom the ·station
oftheneveros.:. The sigbt waspeculÍ¡lrIy .welcome" as;
in addition to tbe difficulties:of thepatluthe wind blew

. .: keellly, :~111d : wewere ~bóth .wearied and -cold.: ;pushing
ón~' : .therefore, 'at .a brisker pace; we:arrived within ~

short ;distance of :the .spot : wherethe ligbt had been .
seen, -~:The tmck, however,.instead .of leadingdirect to
itj :seeriled.,to ·:proceec1~: along . .the 'ridge· .on..which .we
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stood, .and showed no indications of turningdown hito ,
tbebollow, 'at tbe :bot tom of whieh, andsome distance
to the left, -was burning the fire that first attracted OUt

notice, , . U nable to find a way, -we shouted .out for
directions to guide us down the slope, the -surfaee of
which, one couldplainlydiscem,wascovered ~ with
huge' 'blocks ,of stone, ·F or som,e minutes the call was "'<\
unensweredby those whom wesupposedto be in charge
of the station ; 'at length ablaze of 'ligh t burst forth
frofn the spot, and il1uminated a wide circle around it,
"I'he ' efi'ect, "under, 'the circumstances, was peculiarly ,

. fine : ' in tbe centre was a-dark figure, holding 'up the
'flaming 'brand, 'from which the wind earrieda long train
-of sparks ;behind him the mountain remained in un..
disturbed gloom, while 'the 'lude masses of rock in front
Cast.strange .shadowstowards us ; then 'the light sank
'\Vith ~the same suddenness withwhích itappeared, and
left the seene apparently involved inthicker darkness. '
-'"..Our arrival was the causeof no slightastonishment
to .the solitary individual in 'possessionof the fire: the ­
sight~f' travellerswas to bim a-rareevent, as few but

' -Deveros ;ever pay t hese 'regions a visit; and vwhen
strangers '"did -make ·. their appearance, ,'itwas ·usually
during the'hours ·of light. ,Hedid his best,bowever,
to make.us',comfortable, ·'and :placed lis house at our
disposal~if,indeed thatcould becalled a house which
boastedof,theskiesfor a roof,and ,'coDsisted merely of

"a low wallencirclingo. fireplacedon the ground. .R ound
tlle;interior·,ran'a \sort ofdivari, constructed of earth and
sharp 'pointed stones.vwhieh served asa sleepingplace .
~t'night~ ; :,Uponthis, 'v rapped in 'roy manta, -and with

. ',~ ;huge twater~melon for a .pillow,' 'I stretched myself,
andí,speedilrforgot in slumber the fatigues of the day.

,' D urillg .t he !Dight 'I ,aW:oke several times, -to hear the '
' ..~ .H
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wind howling fearfulIy around the nearest summits: ' As
one ortwo cold blasts swept into our sheltered hollow,
scattering tbe embersof the fire, and,in spite of cloaks
and wrappings,sending afreezing chill into one'sbones, .
lIearnttoappreciate the advantages of a roof; and eer-

. ' tain opiuions Lexpressed on a .former oceasion, respect­
.ing the pleasures of spending .a night under the canopy
of.heaven, underwenta decided change. - .When morn­
ing broke, the gale had -increased to a hurricane. .' .1ts
fUI}", only partially felt in the narrowravine in which
we lay, was plainly visible upon the exposedflenks of
:the surrounding ridges ; .such .shruba as founda footing
on the rocky surfaces were seen to be bent flat to :the
ground, and from 'time to time .Iarge stones .dislodged
by the wind.carne rolling down the acclivities. : Insuch
weather itwouldhave beendangerous tohave mounted
the Picacho, upon whosesides the wind beat .wíth. un­
broken force-c-tosay nothing of the extreme probability
.that, .on . reachíng the summit, the prospectwould be
obscured by clouds and mists .from the·dist.urbed waters
of the Mediterranean. Mydetermination, . tberefore,

··. was to wait untilthe galeshowed somesignsof abating,
before .1 ventured higher up; andífit .didnot .lull be­
fore .the .following day,.then at a11 hazards to make the
attempt ratherthan return 'reinfectá.The.next ques..
tion was how .to beguile this interval of doubtful dura-

. 't ion ; for slthough the .noveltyof spendinga dayat an
. altittide of tenthousand feetabove -thesea was suffi­

:.. éientIy :pleasing, it req~i~edsomething.more. than this .
." to prevent the houra fromhangingheevyon our :hf:1nds

i ll ;the m~ds~of ~the .drearyscenery:that 'encir~led our.
' ~etreat.., . : ~ Fórtunately, the day previous Lhadreceived
. ~packetofriewspapers; .and not haying Ieisure to .read
them .t~~ii, had,brought ~tp.eIll with me, in.t~eexpecta-:
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,tion of finding' áomennoccupied moments for glancing
at their contents. ' N ow they served us in good stead,
particularly:as the .nevero •conducted us to an abode

,where we might read i~ positive comfort. The evening
before, hehad informedus that -there was a "cu~va"

,Ilear" whieh was 'at our service,'should we prefer passing
the níght there rather than inthe open airo The word
"cueva," however, which signifies a" cavé," suggested
the imageof sorne ·"' antre vast," · dripping withicy

", dews ; "and 'under this 'impression we retained our posi-
tions by'the flre-plaee, as being preferable lo the 'darop
eoueb thatsuch anasylum proroised. , Now, however,
it appear(:d thtit the " cueva" , ~as thework of man, in.:.
'stead of a natural excavation in the mountaín side; it
wassconstruction resembling inform a -huge beehive, '
and was'situa~edin .the ravine about fifty yards from

. our resting-place. : A ' rude mass_it was of stones and
cIay, only distinguishable frdm the blocksaround by the
.rounded·,sh.ape given itbyits builders .ín that pointas
. wel~as in then éture of . the entrance .they seemed to
have 'imítsted thé 'srchirecture of the industrious insects
Ihaye'named; forndmittance was only to-be etreeteU '
bycniwlihgon 'hands and knees through an aperture left. .
on one side, ' H ere, reclining luxuriously on the straw
with which .thefloor was' covei'ed; we Iistened 'with un;'
conc~rn"t~ the roaringof the blast, and eould havede- .'

. fied the :pelting of~he storm had it come, for the place '
"J".as pei'fectlY·wat·er-tight. · ' Moreover t bere werewithin
~o~r cita:del no.intemal foes topeace; atthat greateIe- '
Vati?,n',the inseet plagues 'of Spaincease to ,exist, or at
an,~veIits to molest; and thus .itfallato my 10tto boast '

' ~f an: event' which it would be difficultfor menynatives "
- ?r.· strange¡'s 't"o parallel~viz . , that 1 spent awhole day .
rn Spain . unmoleeted by 'the -.assaul treither of pulga

" " . R2
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orchinche. ' It 'was a day tobe noted with awhite
mark,

,', , ': , Towards evening the violence of :the windsubsided
,a little ; and 'hailing this as a favourableomen, 1 re­

, .solved to move higher up themountain to another hut,
, which the neveros .had construeted for their "conve­

nience. My determination was sincerely regretted by
our friend of the cueva,who, as 1 had allowedhim un­
restrícted access to thestore of provender,had spent
half the day in frying rashers of bacon" and was exceed­
ingly loth .to desist fromso' agreeable anoccupation.
He readily, howevervpointedout thetrack, which.first
crossed a ravine filIed with snow, andfrom which the
neveros fllled their panniers, and then1ed up by a smal1
rill fed by the .melting of Jhe snows higher up- . Its

, " banks were carpetedwith a narrowmarginof pale green
sward; but~ , this ex éepted, no other trace óf vegetation

:",diversifiedfhe .surface of brown rock that everywhere
,'met ,'the.eye ; .it .elevated .itself" aroundus sometimes
into precipltous crags, but oftenerjnto heaps ofstony
masses resemblínggigantic wallsoverthrown 'and erutn-

.. bling intoruins. ,At tbeheadofamvinewe found the
resting-place of which we were in quest, .This was
merely.an overhangingIedge of'l'ock,befOl:ewhich the
neveros had raised a ~all ofloose stones Lbut,such as

, " .it .was, its shelterwaseagerlyeccepted, as the cold after
" ,nightfall -was .such that ourwarmesteoverings,excluded

.itwith díffículty...::Daylight"was, ·,thererore, a signal
,", "<that brought the whole 'party with wondcrful 'alacrity to

. ;"their feet.,or rather.knees, foronly by ,snch a.,mode of
'.progtession:: \Vl1s ,the exitfrom . our.den ,;to be ma~e.
.J uanieo then i.-kirid,le~: a' fue 'andprepared!"somethIDg

,,' , .hot ~~ : ror:, bl'eakfast, "whije~e endeavoured:by brisk Illo­
, ::' ..tioIl 'to >restóre 'some:aniination' .to our -: limbs, ' c~mped

':.;,..
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andochilled by eontaet with .the rocky ando.uneven floor
upon whichwe had -passed the night. Looking up-

.wards t.o the Picacho, the aseent seemed devoid of dan­
gerousóbstaclea ;therewere ' no yawning ehasms : to
skirt, nor did 1 perceiveasingle ravine interveningbe­
tween its towering summitand the spotwhere 1 stood;
all was anuninterrupted rise, characterisedby the usual
featl;lfe of becoming moresteep and precipitous at the
highest point of elevation. .Setting out in advance, 1
followed a trackw.orii bythe neveros,wbich,after as';'
cendingamong maesive fragmenta of rock for a quarter
of a mile, was lost beneath a field of snow that spread
round.the base of.the loftiest pinnacle that remained to
be surmountede : · .. • ; : ., : , ... . : : , . . " ' .

'A little tothe left there app éar éd sorne traces of a
track; and pursuing.this, whichskirted the snowy field
1 have"descnbed, 'Lfound it led along the 'brow of a
precipice, presentíng a clear dróp .of several -hundred
feet. On the summit of .this -ran, a ' ,narrow terrace,
'bounded on ' the 'rigbt handby a perpendicularwall of
prodigious height, while the limited space between'this .
and th é.abyss an the left was diminished one-half.bya .
highbank of -snow, ' T his the breathofsummer had
melted .in :such away thatItoverhung its base, an'd '
formed ahalf arch.over one's head, For this reason it ·

,wag. necessarytoproce~dwarily,lest · bythe displace.. .
Illent'of a stone, al bya sound .louder than usual,'1 .

. .~houl~ bring down .the glittering roofas ·· 1 passed under
it, and be hurled along with the avalanche into .the gulf
below~ .:Jnother r éspects, although thegroundunder­
footwas moist .and slippery from the melting ofthe •
snow,al.ldslopedtowards the precipicemore decidedly:
t?an j vas agreeable, there were no dangers whichIor­
~lDarvcautioncould -.notobviaté. : I~ . was only at one
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ortwo points, "where projectin'g' buttresses from tht}"~aÜ
narrowed the pathway to a' Iedge scarceIyafootin
breadthcthat one felt inclined to hold one's breath, for
at ' these spotsa slip' orfaIse stepwould have been de­
struction. . .-After proceeding thus cautiously for a hun­
-dred yards, -1 'discovered that rny labour had beenin
vain ; the'Iedge terminated in anatural ladder of rock,
that 'descended by break-neek steps to 'the rocky depths
.far below. , l ~was"boweveÍ', far from regretting this un-
, foreseen terrriination tothe routeL had chosen,for i~

hadconducted ~ me.'toa , p ()s i ti~n where a"spectacle 'of
unequaUed grandeur .burst upon tlle sight• . In front
rose a semicircular-precipieeto'the height of manyhun­
dred feet, being, in fact, acontinuation.of the wall oí

.rock on.my right, _whichnow swept round with a noble
curveto theIeft, Everywhere-its .sideswere asper­
pendicular 'as ' if the: pIumb-line had ~ been applied to
them F .aridthe foundations were 'bldden in an enor­
mous 'mass of snow.whose unsullied purity eontrasted
strangely withthe.gloomy .pile with whichdtwas in

.:contacto Round the summit of this vastamphitheatre'
rosea ~eries of pinnaeles ofunequal beight,the least of

• .them exceeding a.pyramid in bulk, among'which' the
giantforni ofthe 'P ícacho toweredeonspicuouely. . "
, : Tuming back-from thismagnificent seene, -I.wended

•.mysteps along the tenace .to -the "snowy fleld froro
" . which 1 liad'diverged, .where .Lfound .Juanico waiting,
·:: and in sorne .perplexity regarding.thecause oí iny.dis­

. áppearance from view, Crossing the;s~ow,rour course
.Jay directly up the s teep 'face 'of-the peak; :which was
herethickly covered wíth debris andmassivé blo~ksof

, ',. micaeeousschist, ..the material.of whichthe upper part
.'.of: the .mcmD tain'iscomposed. ' Our .progress .eould only·

. . 'Ieapíng' .fromone mass to "another~an

--
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exertion thatspeedily became excessively fatiguing, and.
compelIed us to 'pause at every ten yards of the ascerit

, to recover breath andstrength. ,At the same time the
wind blew keenly, and easily penetrated the light sum­

, mer.elothing t wore, so .that at the conclusion of'. sueh
.halts 1 found myselfpartially.frozen. > On thisaccount
, 1 felt by IlO means inelined to linger by the way; and
aceordingly half an hour's 'strenuous efforts plaeed me

, on the summit of the peak.'' Following-the example of
:Juanico; who had precededme; 1 erept into afissure
, of" the ,rock ; 'and there safely moored 'against the-vio­
, lenceof the wind.hadebundant.opportunity to contem-
pIate the prospect. , . "
. My 'first iinpulsewas to Iook·down 'the terrifi~preci-'

pice,on the brink -of which 1 stood.. .T he reader will
easBy:picture to. bimself 'my position byimagining a
circular wall: 'eigbt lÜlD~red feet in ' height, oii the
coping of which 1 was steadying.myself, .Perhepa, also,:
he can:enter into the mingled sensationsof aweand
wonderwith which 1 looked into this yawning void,
and regardedvthe colossal proportiona-of its barriera.
Age had not scooped it . out by the slow procesa oí ,

" decay, but it :appeared to have been claven out of the '
, mo~ntain top by the str óke-ofa bandomightier than

" the,elements; its sides, sheerandsteep, were'as sharp-
, ' edged as on the day theypartedasunder ; and all that·

timecould 'cifect was .to blacken themvand thus fill the.
gulf they,'embraeed witb a gloom and savage dreariness
it is .difficult'forwords to describe. , ,' '

"I'he view, however, from the " earth-o'ergazing sumo:
" mit"ófa lofty peak, though it draws the vision down­
," \Yards, is one that inakes our thoughts take an upward
' flight. Heaven above, earth beneath, and boundless

. 8pace around~~ know not what may stir the spirit
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more than such 'a spectacle, To see on theone -hand
that worldwe 'can out own receding, as it werej into
the distance, and onfhe other thebread threshold of
immensity stretching outbefore us, awakens a host of
feelings oí"overpowering .force. We are standing 00

the confines of an upper world: .... no' nesrer ~ may we
. ' stand in-our mortal state: ánd urged-by this thought,
-. howintently doesthe eyescan the 'vanltabove it~as if

it could eatch a .glimpse of the wonders so mysteriously
hidden ! . But themighty ñrmament baffles inquiry;
the .volumeehall not open till the scales of'mortality

· drop .from our eyes• ....•And then witb what thrilling
· emotion doea onelook down 'upon, the high places,
around, feeling that we beholdfhem as they .are .seeo
by Heavenl' How gloríous. toisee ' the deepest re"
cesses of thís mountain worId disclosed.to '.view~ :'as. :ifa
veil had been withdrawn froro it '; and ..with ' superDa~

turaI ease to pry.into the depths of its narrowestgorgee-
·its inost hiddennooks, snd tracethe shape ofits mosf
inaccessible peaks! ,. -: '.' ' .. "

.I t seems impossible for the smallest rack in that vasto
-ussemblage to lurk unseen, so searching is the power of
·vision .with ;which •.one ' feels-. gifted. , And~het,l .:tbe·
sense ofutter Ioneliness sud ' isolation-the conscious­
ness that here the shadow of no' éarthlything :can fall

... ' . aeross one-that everysight and ,soundareNatttre'Si
" ' a] one~all this mingleswith the other emotions awaken'~

' .. ' ed, and produces' Bn .impressioneonnected. with tbis.
'., speetacle neverio be.effaeed frommemory.vrThét the
reader. ~.may :'comprehend .. how vast and .varied was the

, . seene.'.l '.'snrveyed, .it .is necessaryto .íníorm.him tbat
theMediterranean, though fift,y miles,distant, seemcd

.toliéat the feet 'of the hnge pile from :whích 1 beheld
·it ;,' nndacross its .surface,.perhaps fifty miles bread ~t
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tbis point, were discernible tbe winding shoresof .that
. greatcontinentwhich -to this day is but partial1y known
toEuropeans. 'I'he waters oí this inland sea were
hidden beneath a cloudy veil of spray, raised, doubtless,
by tbe action oí the gale,which . sti11 1ashed round
the .summit of the Pieachp. Where ~hey' touched the

. "land of the Moor," as Barbary is called by the Spa­
niards,' a narrow border of snowy purity running along
tbe eoast indicated ,that their .meeting-·with .the .lánd
was in no friendlymood. Had the 'day been clearer;
1 might .have beheld more thán the outlineof these
inhospitable -shores, and by looking .towards the south-

.'west; might have descried the summits of the loftychain
oí Atlas ;but a hazy mist enveloped thatquarter, and

.. shroudedfrom view.an objectwhich could no! be less
tban-a hundred·and fifty miles .distant•
.' In the -same direction,.andalthough nearer, still
some eighty miles distant, '\vere ' the mountains of .
Rorida; and :an assemblage. of minor ranges : further .

.to the .west. . the prospect was shut out by the 'inter­
veningsierrasofGranads 'and Elvira, .at whose feet the
v.egaspread ,itscarpet .of verdure, :: Though mnny.a
leaguedistallt;its aspect was still:beautifullygreen, and,. .·

. deepsunkamong dark 'mountains, .:resembled an .eme­
raldJying~~ : the: .h <:>ll ow of 'a : swarthy hand. :North-

.'ward;the swelling crests oí. ·the :Sierra Morena pierced .
tbehorizoIÍ ;- on · the 'other side of 'them-lay the table- .
Iand ofLa Mancherand:it·.is.affirmedthat on a.clear
day maybe de~~ied theGuadarrama hills .: ten leagues
lo thenortb of Madrid. : : :·Then,on the uorth-east .and. .
easí came intoview the sierras of Murcia and .Valenéia; .
~.~il.~ ,IDore.•tothe souththe wild ranges ~f theAlpu­
Jarras., .• a1\ · i.IDPosing: host of savage pea~s, filIed ,up"the.

.,space bet.ween mytower of observation and thedistant
. . '. . . . R 5

. ~ .
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Mediterranéan. 1 doubt mueh ifw.ithin the Iimits of
Europe tbere can be foundaprospéct at once sovast
and grand:as that which is cornmanded from thissum­
mito .. Land arid water, .mountaín and plain, ..are here
contemplated, on a scale of.magnificencewbich almost
realises the dreams of imagination :. not one alone, but
many provincesand kingdoms maybe traced within the
sweep of visión; .and when ,memory recalls the:hístory
ánd Tateof each, their 'past glories, :their' terrible' con­
vulsions.fheir influence upon .the artsand.sciences, the
thoughts and 'opinionscand .the civilisation of .'Enrope
and theworld, it is difficult to say whether.the historie
interest of the scene, or its wondrous grandeur,leaves
the deepestimpression on the mind.- ; 'I'o theview­
hunter there is no spot so likely to gratify hispassion ;.
arid as tbattaste is sharedin noínconsiderable degree
bythe fairsex, to themI .wouldsay tbat tberé is
nothing to prevent them' froni'contemplating this noble
panorama from 'tbe altitúde: io'which .I .had climbed.
~he Picacho, as 1 have already stated, ~ay . be ' ap­
proached onhorsebaek to within aquarter of a :mileof
its summit ; the remainder oí tbe ascent, though steep .
and : fatiguingto those unused to elambering, may be
nehieved.without danger, .'or without any accident more
serious.than átrip '01' stumble amongthe slipperymtlSses

thatencumber .the acelivity.: . .... :" '. .
". Rapidly .descendíngvwe. passed ,t he' station or.our
friend'of·thecueva; ,who, ;'by t~ewaj~'wasreleased
only once ,in .fourteen: daysfromhis'hermit.'s~ceupa·

,. tion, 'upori which .occasion hé vísited hisfamily in .Mo·
naehil, a village' althé footoftheVel~ta. ' , T~is bamlet

'.· ' . · .Acc6rding, to· ~ · computati~n IIlade by a recent Otravel1er, .·the
view,'frum the Veletaembraees.a círcumference of .a thouSlLnd,

, ., miles, ' ,'"
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occupied a beautiful nook, watered by a crystal stream,
and surrounded with groves ' and vegetation; here we
.madeour noontide repast on a' bench at the door of ~'

tavern, ,for 'venta there wasnone in ' the place. ' Our
,'appearanoe specd il y attracted an ndmiring throng' of .
loiterers and -famíshed urchíns, who ' gazed upon , the

.', evolutions of a fork with a surprise that -expresed their
ignorance ofita use as a substituto for fingers. .' '
, During the remaining portien ofmy stay in Granada,

, 1 wimderedwithout settled purpose through the city
, and its environs, directingmy steps as fancy impelled ;

soroetimes straying up the narrow vale of'the Darro, or
visiting the Generalife, or bending my coursethrough
the .Vega, with no , fixed point in view, -One of the
lorigest ofthese .excursions bróught me to the village of' .
,Z ubia, a -locali ty seldomvisited by travellers, : though
conneeted witha memorable 'event .in the life of Isabel

, la Católica. ' W hile .the Christian . forces beleaguered
' , Granadá, their :noblé ' queen~,inipeIIed by .motives of

eúriosity, wasdesírous of approaclling as nearas possible
' ~o ' the walls'of:the 'city, in ,' orderto ,' obtain a' closer
.view of' -those 'spires and minarets .upon vwhich: her .
,triUInphant subjeets were destined. to place , the.Cross.
, F ,or .this purpose she quitted.jheroyaléncampment. at
8antaFe, and, protected byanescort, advanced asfar

, as ; this ; ' ,vi1Iage~ ' " " The .movement. . however,' ·did ' not
,escape th énotice 'oCthe .Moors; :a .strong body sallied
,forth and i mpetuously assailed the,.party,whose' temerity
,seemed ' toiinvite 'an attack.' . ',' In :the 'skírmish that ,
ensued,the .queen found a place of retreatbeneath.the
·boughs 'oía spreading laurel, around which her gallan t
cavaliers fought : stoutly until .jhe .arrival-of succours

,floro the Spanish hostcausedthe .foe to withdraw, ': .T o
comm~morateber safe .exit from the perilof thatday,
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I her Majésty-subsequently founded. á convent uponthe "
,spot, : , Connected with .its. erection are sorne ',startling ­
particulars, which:1 extract from themonkish chronicle
that récords this deed ofroyal gratitude and piety :~ ,

" "The queen having asc~rtained fromherconfessor,
Don Fernando de Talavera,first archbishop of Granada,
that .the day .of theskirmish -was consecratedbytbe '
Church to -Saint Louis, Kingof France, dedicatedjo
him theconvent of the Zubia as anetemalmonument
of her gratitude. ' In the garden of the convent remained
the laurel of the queen, cIose towhich is across of large
dimenaionscplaced upon 'a 'pedestal piously formedof
skulls and bones ,of the dead, 'Among those spoils.of
our mortal frame there was a skull so restless, .that how- ,
ever often itwasrangedin orderwiththe others, it
would: by .no means abide in theireompany ; jt, was
repeatedly seen 'to leave .its position, and .thisinduced
thefriars .to take more tlian ordinary precaution .to fix
it .inita nichc. rBut inspite of their purposetheskull '
leaped from the calvary, from whichat 1engthitre­
mained excluded;'.. for the friars beingconvinced that it
was that of a Mahomedan, praisedthe mysterious hand
that plucked it from among those which were anointed

" ,with the .holy ointment in baptism.". '
. '. Without muchdifficulty 1 gained: admission into .the ­
garden oí the 'convent, for; in .eommon ,with all the

, , . monasticediflces inthe hands ofgovernment,this reli~

.gioue.:building ,wns ·, .abnndoned .: to" , negleCt; ~ nnd bore
witness ,to, the -depredations ' of theicovetous -or-mis- ,
chievolls. , :.The gnrdenwas ,overgrownwith weeds; :and
inastateoi complete disorder; but in.themidstofIt
there still -flourished aelump .ofnoble : laurels,- t~e)inest

' l :hnd "yet :seen·:-in,Andalucia, .and which ;~.Dywhere ,

w~u1d have áttracted .observation.. Here, theii,:~was the
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site of the incident .ito which 1 -h ave .alluded ; and '1
would .fain have fancied that: under -the.shade of 'the
largest bush the queen hadsought shelter, andofrom
thence watched· with · nnxious eye the struggle of'her
devoted followers against superior numbers; but the
Illusíon could onlyhave beenindulged atthe expense
of truth :though ,venerable enough, ' my branehing
laurel could · scarcely count more than ahundred sum-

' mers, and was .in 0.11 probability only a scion of 'the .
:historie stem, .which time had long ere : this laid
' low.

, , As the day of my departure from Granada approached,
1 visited for the -last time ariother convent.in orderto
discharge with a11 duepunctilio that important eere­
mony in 8panish '. intercourse, the despedida', or -leave.. .
.taking~ ' .I twas not without' regret tho:t 1 entered ,fol
this purpose the parlatoria, where 1 had spent many a
pleasant ·hour in chatiing with ' those ' of thesisterhood
with:whomI was acquainted. 'O n these occasions a
varietyof preserves and sweetmeats would be 'produced
bythe :nuns;who .considered themselves sadlyaffronted

, if 1 did nordespatcb ',a goodly portion oí theirstore ;
, after thiswould follow a string of questíons .touching

, Inglaterra, that "far countree' of heretics ; .while 1; OU_

my part, was equally .inquisitive respecting th~ discipline :
and '·.usages oí. conventual fife. ': Necessary ás .was the "
extinctionof "monastic institutions,: in order. to remove

, an incubusthat weíghed down the moral and intellectual
en~rgies o(thénatioD; orie could not listen tothe tale
of .thes~ poor w ómen without 'leam ing that, in the mode

, '?f suppressing ,. the ',convents, much -hardship and in .. '
Justice, :had béen inflieted uponhelpless sufferers . . :In '
th~ :first 'iristance,their property had been forcibly
,vrested ·fromtheir.possession; .an act of spoliation for
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whieh there could be'no justifícation, inasmuch as the .
abolition of monachismby no means.involved the con-

,fiscation of.conventual revenues: tl~ese were the private
property of eachr éligiouscommunity.und in 'strict jus­
ticethey could no more 'be dispossessed of them than
eould ' 3 ' landed 'proprietol' be deprivéd of his estates.
'I'his injustíce will be better 'understo·od . by the reader
when he is made aware, that it was the custom of inany
indivíduals to enter convents, not so much from motives .
of.pietyas from the wish .to pass thedeeline of .their
days in easeand comfort, For this endthey con~

tributed theirquota to the convent funds r and, 'in fact,
noone could enter a religious house without purchasing
admission by a sum, 'whieh varied accordingto the rules
of. the .order. Thus. iin the establishment with whose
inriiates .I .hadbecome acquainted, the terms ofadmis..
sion ránged fr óm et150 to ,,:;e~OO; -and without this
dowry,itsdoors 'were' clo'sed agaiilstal}; who might wisb
to-idedicate their ·lives .toits service~ For the same
reasona thererwerevto be foundcmany -parente who

, selected-this as the most eligiblemode of seeuring to
theirdaughters á. provisi ón forlife. In a'nunnery there

, was providedforthem a home,where they were eertain
toofeel none :of the miseries attendant on .poverty and
old age;, aridhence '. the .step of'qu,itting the.world for
theseclusionof a religious life,' so far from being taken
with reluctanee, as we are.úsually inelincd ro believe,
was ~ tó many.;females' an cvent , that pr01riised them a
réfugefrom dependeney and 'want,; 'I'he injustice1

therefore,.ofconfiscating.:to the 'uses .of .the state, pro­
perty devoted to such.purposea-.can adlllit of .no,pallia­

tion. , ,'It ,w8S:furth ér ~ aggt:aváted ·..'by the'ina~equacy of
t1te~quiválerita·wa¡'d~.d toth.e ejeeted monks:and nUDS..

, This onIYoil!ÍJountedto' the triflingpittance ofa :peseta,
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·or tenpence, a day~paymerit · of which was-of eourse
the last matter tcbe attended to.In :Spain,:t he rule
of state is, thát the .' most .potent claimant gets justice
doné to him, while the' weak and 'helpless g'o to the
wall: so itwas with therecipients of this pension:whieh
was invariably twelvemonthsin' arrear, and.frequently
longer~ . 'I'he eonsequences .may be easily conceived i
suchonly of the "exclaustrados" .as we're fortunate
enough to possess friends 'or rélatiresj .to whom':they
could appeal for 'assistence, succeeded rin avertingthe
pressnre of poverty; but misery .and destitution over....

. tooktho majority,and of thenuns.therewere not á few
" who, under auch -circumstances; betookithemselves ,to
".8. course . of" life '.the most opposed ·to that which ..they .
· professed. · ;After ·some time.rpermiseion was.accorded
to the nuns tó return to .their convente, a privilege of

· which .numbérs gladlysvailed themaelves . .their former
'.' homes,howevei'~had in the mean time been reducedto

'mere shells of buil ding ; ' every ártiele' of a,portablé
, n~tl.lre ·was gone ; .and, indeed, ..whatever portion of the

: strUcture might be converted intomoneywas torn down
' and disposed of. : T o suchan extent WaB thís rapaeious

spirit eairied;that in the parIatoria where 1 heard these
things, the ,reja,::or .irongrating thatseparated .visitors
from .the sisterhood, ha~ ,not been-spared c itsplace
was now suppliedby .a wooden substitute -of .so fm.a a
deseription,andso ~ líttl é.icalculetedvto' .exeludethe

.. ,world, .that 1 ,'\Vasi.careful not to lean -against it,: lestT
might'uriceremoniously be deposited at .the feet ofthe

-,....sisters. 'When " ~ I 'rose' toobid farewell; . Lpreferred a.

. req\lesf which .mayperhapa. strike -the .readeras some- . .
·.• what aíngular.. 'I'he truthis, ' that ; owing tothemode .
.. , by ~which Iightwasadmitted Intothe apartment, Ihad .
.,l,lot.once .caught ·a ' glimpse of 'Sor -Theresa's andSor .

.: .,:
. •..
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Paula'sfeatures, frequently ·as I .h~~conversed with
them ; ..and 1 now begged the favour oí being permitted
to behold their eoúntenances. The good sisters readily
complied, and one ofthem getting a candle caused its
líght .to fal1 úpon the featuresof herselfand her com­
panion . . Assuredly it was with noexpectatioú oí view­
ing channs aboye the eommon that 1 had solicited this
favour, but 1 was .unprepared for the gbastlyspectacle
the light revealed.. The seclusion, and perhaps the
severities oí aconvent life,had told upon the health of
the sisters, and given to their .countenances the hue of
death ;:while the only.feature that seemed alive was the
eye, which seemed .to shine with an únnaturalIustre. It
would 'have been no flight of imagination to have faneied
them creatures .not of .flesh and blood, so corpse-like
wasthéir 'appearance-assisted,moreover, 'as the illusion
was by their costume.whieh, :with .its hood and flowing
drapery, mighthave passed for a snrond. ' Their voices,
however, belied tlie unesrthlyeharact é» of their exterior;
for thej were )owand 50ft,anddeepened the effectof
thé kindly adieus that accompaniedmy parting.

The next thing was to flndthe meansof conveyance
toMalaga,whither Twas proceedíng.. Tired, for.the
time, .ofmulea, 1 bargained withaman'fora tartana,
or lightcoveredcart, to convey methe .whole distan ce.
1 agreed.et..once to his demandoof eigbtdollers. >" But

· .then, Señor," ' :saidhe~ "the 'expe~sesonthe 'road will·
besomething, say ten ·· do]]~rs :~~ ·;this :was..·likewise
agreed .· .to~ . · . '''Alsó agratificadorifoitbe ·.mozo:" to
this '1 : ha4 "DO .objectiori.. .· ' ,',A lso- .;" " but .before he.
could finishthesentence lcivillybnde him goodmorn-

.ing, .my patiencebeingalready considerablyexpausted,
and in.no state to .. eneounter the various .u alsos" that
migh] .be<.forthcó:ming. :. 'T he. only altemati've~as, .to

"" ';:-<1""':'
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. taktra place in the galere, or waggon, whieh .plies be- ,
: tweenthe twocities; and -was to 'start that evening.
' N othing, itis true; eould be more slow or wearisome
than this vehicle;whichconsumed two days or more .in
performing a distance over which .a modern mail-coach,
on agoodroad, would have bounded in a few hours;
but rem émberíng Smollett's description of such a con ~

veyanee, and of its mctley.complement 'of passengers,
1 antieipated being repaid fOl physieal discomforts by
beholding in a Span}sh galera ' sorne 'of the seenes that .
Werewont to oecur in anEnglish waggon of the last
eentury•..· As it. slowly approaehed theispot where 1
waswaiting'for itonthe outskirts of the town, 1 had
full -time .to survey : it minutély•.· The exterior: was
almost hidden .bythe .mul titude of p áckages which sur­
rounded ~t in: defiance of anything like:order or arrange­
llient'. :These were for the 'most .par t .the property oí.

. the passengers; by whom the inside seemedto befilledr
the ' rioisy .mirth lheardlong before the cumbrous

. máchinecame .upand displayed its mixed cargo~for

.' there wereas~any females as males inthe party. In
front 'stepped six-noble' mules, :harnessed inline, and
decorated withbells, thé most 'sagacious .of : the ..team
leading the way, and priekíng asafepassage among the
rutsand : .inequelities oíthe road, which : was iná
~retehed.state ·.of · dis~epair. A bout a .mile ', from the

. eity theconductor brought us toa.halt,for the purpose
ofa1l6wingthégreater part of'.the passengers to deseend:.
~he.se were tbe friends of the intending travellers; and,

.•.. l~ •..confonnitywitha eustom 'of" the '.country, ;.had ac- .
. companied ·them .for a . short .distance on their way.;.
·:,\Vith .oUrnumbersdiminished .to six, we again started;
.. and "hile the ·Dl3.chine is rolling onwards to Santa Fe
.. .1.shall describa its inmates. ' -Each class .of the com-

. ,;
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.munity appeared tohave contributed itsrepr ésentañve:
therewas .the Church, in the shapeofa, subordinate
connected witb the cathedraI oí Granadar. W ár was

,represented by agrey-haired offíeer.anda young soldier
on furlough ;Commerce, by 'a ,young Biscayán ,mer­
chant on artrading journey to Malaga; ,while Don
E-' -' -' stood for that numerous bodywho disdaín : a
profession,:and livénobody knows how. Oneand a11

. were already 'on tbe best of terms with' each other-' -fo~
AtidaIucians do not ·take half aday to thaw into speak­
ing terma-as is theuse and wont.among Britons-c-and
were nowin tbehighest spirits for the journey. .Ainong
the' trovelIers, howeverv .was onewhoplayed a .dífferent

.part,: This was amastifF ofthe breed ealled in Spain
" perro alan." N one are more renowned for fierceness
and tenacity:ofholdthanthese doga, whlch, withall
the courage ofthe bull-dog, are' fal superior to 'him'in'
weightandstréngth; .In tbe Plaza de Toros,when it
happens that a bull shows ·himse]f a .eraven, and shrinks
from-the .lance .of" th éplcador.a storm of popularin­
'dígnation brcaks forth against the animal, 'and' amid
,reiterated shouts .of "Perros!" he is devotedito the

, ,dogs. ~ 00 these oceasions 1have ,repeátedly witllessed
a.mastiff of this Idnd,after beingtosseda dozen feet

, into : the air, .'return undauntédIy tothe eharge, and,
though-bleedíng and mangledendeavour to ~ pin the

,. hullto tbe ,ground.. .In this, however,jt was rareIy
'successful, .for ,it:was.only.when helf-á-dosen were Iet
loose .at-oncethat the .lord ·of the 'pastures was' fairly
mastered.v Being desirous of possessing a .specirnen of
this 'descriptiori .of" dog, 1 applied to .an:individualin
Granadawho '! aS said .to.be th é owner of several. ' The
manbroughtmean animal tbat 'struck me;as being a

. perfect modeliof -canine ·' strength- deCp-chested,.with
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'a fore-arm and neck' like "a Iion's, while the head was
small and finely proporlioned.Moreover, his pedigree
was of the highest-cIass; he was; as his mastcrphrased
it, .:"a son 'of the Alcaicería." . .
,.'. This ís tbe ,'bazaar 'of, Granada, ' whieh at night ' i&
cleared oí ,a11 its denizens,and consigned to the exclu­
sive guardianship of a raceofthese doga.whose courage
isproverbiaI. Such amode ,oCprotecting property, 1

, inay remark, seemsto be a favouríte one with Spaniards,
for in like manner the mosque tif Cordovawas guarded
by a band of mastiff's, who were tumed into its sacred
precincts at nightfall ; ' and it is only of late the custom
has been abandoned, -F inally, this "son oí the Alcai...;
ceria, besídes vother -recommendations, ' had peculiar
c1aims to more tl~an ' an 'ordinary share of ferocityyif
suelr a quality ís to beconeídered ·hereditary., 'I t so
happened,,'that ,,'his .grandsire and grandmother, -while

, roaming in performance oftheir nocturnal watch among
tnenarrow: passages oC- thebazaar, discovered an indivi­

. dual l urRing in a nook.with no good intent towards
,the -commodítíea within reach., T he unhappy roan was
instantly assailed by the savage pair,:,and in- a trice­
worried to death: ,tbis, however, didnotsatisfy the

' anim'aIs,wh~seappetites had been swakened by the taste
01blood, and they completed the tragedy bydevouring
~'coIisidera~leportion,of him before their ~eepe.rs ~me

ln ,the,moming~ochaiD tbem up accordíng to custom..
F or ;all these reasons 1 purehased ,this descéndant-of
cannibal ancestors¡ whom, onmyjoining the galera; 1
found towingasternofit, 'not figunitively, but after a
fasbion thattbreatened him with the fate of ." patas
arriba,"and th8.t full soon.' ' This beingthe first time #

hehadeverbeeuattached to a vehiclé, he had takenit
into,hishead that sorne evil usage was therebyíntended
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hlm,:and instead 'of foIlowing quietly. r.was . opposing,
with a ludicrous airor deíiance, .the pro~ess of the

.machine. Withhis paws extended in front to the full
stretch, .his attitude was a picture oí. stubbom resist­
ance eo superior strengtb; ; and .rather than .move an
inch willingly, bepreferred beingdragged like a plough
through the dust of the road. ,1 speedily released him
frQID his martyrdom; and onreaching SantaFe, con­
signed bim to tbe care of a peasant, who .for a smell
remuneration undertook to conduct -himto the termí­
nation of'fhe stage. , At 'Santa Fe :commenced '.' the .
miseries of tbe nightr , more .passengers ,crept in under
tbetilt óf the waggon, and diminished thescanty space
so much, tba:t :at lengtb ' it was impossible eitber te
move or tum after having once taken up a positíon.
We '13Y across tbe vehiele, our heads resting onthe

.. wicker-work .which formedits ' sides. ",· T be veteran tra­
vellers had .furnished themselves wíth pillows, ínorder

. to deaden tberude shock withwhich at each jolttheir
skulls carne, into contactwiththewooden spikes that

.formed the top oftbe wieker-work ;but the novices;

.emcng wbom .Lwas one, sufferediunspeakably from
their .inexperience.: For two longhours it seemed to
methe vehicle was playing at footballwith mybead;
and .gIadly1 rose as 800nas a moonbeam strayed beneath
ourcanopy, to follow it oIlfoot~T~is.I didfor the .

. · ~emain~er . , of.the .stage, which terminatedshortly after
...... sunrise .:ata venta.sbout .aIeague from Loxa. ' : W'hile
· .the rest of.theparty took up their quartersat ibe venta,

< 1 pusbed ..on -tofhis town, withwhichT wus alieady
-; . familiar. ':; ' , . ." . ' . ,
'. \~:: '~'" Seen~f~om ': :~h~ ,Vega, ' Its aspect ,¡~as :: stri.king ~nd
·...> pic~uresque. ; ,itoccupies the II10uth of a gorge;in WhICb

': · ~he Genn.: ~ums to-enter a uarrow.valley, ~et'Y.eenhigh
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and 'rugged steeps;" ,onthe western side' oí the pass is
built theprincipalportion ' of the town,' thehonses
rising aboye eaehother in sueh a fsshion that 'the foun­
dation of one 'often appeared on a .levelwith the roof
of another. ,' On the oppositeside oftheriver a suburb
,leans against the precipitous slopes ' of' the' enclosing
sierra,.and communicátes with ,the towIÍ by 'a bridge,
celebratedof.yore inthe.wars of Granada.' Ateight

, o'c!ock in the evening the galeracame up, and 1,took
my place in it with dismal"forebodings: the hours,
however, passed Iess drearily than I ariticipated, for
sleep'came t o my relief; and when day broke 1 found.

" we were ascending -u magnificent pass. . On the left
hand a'wall ofrock;many hundred feet in' height,
towered aboye our headsj -while .on the ríght. apile of
stonyfragments, confusedly heaped together, rosenearly
to an 'equnl height,' " 'I'hrough anarrowpassage'left at
the bottom oí this- abyss; the road wound upwards ~y

a gentle ascent, and conductedtowards awild rídge,
'WhichÍ'ose athwart our line of .dírection, andappeared
to bar a11 egress from the defile.. ; Suddenly turning
into an 'opening on theright,:we :emerged'from ' our
gloomy strait into ..a 'broken and mountaínous región;
through which we altemately .ascendedaud descended

,, for threehours; :'at ~length the galera;stoppedat a.,hum- •
, ble venta; and the stage wascompletedrvTlie hostelry
inquestion wastbe meanest of .its :class •1:badyet seen
()n'theroad. , l ts ,best ,-apartments ~were ' two ' or tbree

,- '~urky dens,..into-whieh a traveller 'in 'England :would
have been lothio ·introduce:his' horse, : .'Presentlyit
transpired 'that 'there 'was ' another andn better 'venta
:about s~ 'miledistimt, :withthe proprietor of which-our '
'conductors had"quarrelled" and' in 'l'eYenge' had "trans­
ferred their >custom to this wretehed dwelling. ,Not'
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being dísposedto suffer .martyrdom in tbeir cause, Don
E--, · ourBiscayan friend, and myself, .sterted foi
theotherestablishment,. ·whieh, is.called.the Venta 'de
Dornajos: . When .about a , fe~ hundred .yardsdistant
from itwe perceived two jnen approaching, whose ap~

pearance . in a .lonelier spot would have caused. us to
prepareiour: fire-arms .for: service.. . These ~ strangers,
whose costume diff'eredin nothing .from.that of the
peasant, were,"however, the friends andnotthe spoilers
of peacefulwayfarere. "I'heír ostensible ofñce, .thatof
guardas delcamino,was to patrolJhecoads and keep
them olear of brigands; .but after tbe usual fashion in
which"the : " cosas de España''' , are mauaged; they
Iounge about theventaS alLdaj;andon the approach

.'ol' :a:carriage.stroll out tomeet it, and claim a gratui'ty
. fo~ their .vigilance. .

." 'I'heventa ~e:.fomid.to be. far superior to the miser­
ablah óvel.we had quitted; .it 'couldeven boast of an
úppe~ ,story, ' ,in ,which there was , tolerable aceommoda­
tionforthe.weary;and here.we passedtbe time until,
at the .usual hour in the 'evening, the galera,drove up.
Tbe aspeet-of the .countrjvered árkness shrouded.every
object; ,was impressed with tbe same wild "character
whichhad marked the scenery since leaving Loxa; the
same, gauntand .bronzed sie~s gatberedroun~ ' our
rout~, :and: where a prospeet .was permitted, .the: same

,9ark blue .slunmitsJwere: seen.Inthedistance. 'As the
night wore ...on, it.. beeame evident, fromthe increasing
dampness:of .the.atmosphere; that .we'"were .approaching
tbe~ea,:"coast ; :; a. ~ ;refreshing breezc"i8.t ;tbe same time

."llanished the sultry.ealm .we.had bome;witb:i~patience,

.' an(l actedlikea-charm upon#tbe~spirits~Some time
.hefore :,dawn ,: ·the, '.eonductor: desired . us"toalight .and
.pro.cee~ 9n~ard$ ' :for. : soUle:~ · distarice oriJfoot,., as".the

;, ....". . '. "

. i
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galera was about to deseend a steep deelivity by abad
road, where an overturn was no unfrequent mishap..
W ~' , were then erossing the amphitheatre of hills which
encircle Malaga, from whose summits in daylight a
noble prospeet is eommanded, butat that moment the
obseurity scarcely 'permit ted oureyes to distinguish the .
road; ,and when the dawn appeared we were nearly mi
alevelwith thetown. ' In a few minutes more we had

. passed through the gardens .that environ it; and thus
tenninated my first and last expedition in agalera. '
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CHAPTERXVII.

MALAGA.-ITS mSTORY.-tTS OAl'TURE.A GOOD SPECULATIO,N.­

' . SMUGGLINC;;.-ALMERIA.-J~ BEAUTIFUL BAY.-MULETEER'S COT-:

TAGE.-ISPEAK LIKE A CURISTIAN.-nOUTE TO PUROHENA.-.. , ' . ", ' , ." . .
INDUSTRIOUS OULTIVATION 'O:r THE SOIL.-PERSEOUTIONS OF THE

MORISCOES.-TABERNAS.-PARTIOULAR INQUIRIES.-PURCHENA.­

BAZA.~ITANOS.-ROW·' IN THE VENTA.-GUADIX. - ASPECT OF

TUE SIERRA NEVADA.-PRONUNOIAMIENTO IN ORANADA.

THE position of Malaga, though neither picturesque
nor imposing, is well adapted for the purposes of com­
merce, 1t -lies in the bosom oí .R. wide 1 and beautiful

, bay, whose deep waters and shelteringpromontories in­
:vite ' the merchantman to approach its shores without
fear ; 'while on the land sideit is surroundedby a fruit­
fuf vega, .backed by those vine-ciad hills which have as-
sociated its Damewith thegrape in''n11 its vsrieties of
preparation, 'The best poínt of view is from the mole,
on the extremityof which stands ahandsome light-
house. Looking back towards the Iand, the .. eye 'rests
upon R rocky heíght upon the right of the town, whose
summitundflank are covered withtheextensive remains
ofancient fortHications.That mas/ofr~inedwalls on

. theJowestelope is theAlcazaba ';,whilethe fortresS

. '.crowníng the.height is the Gibralfarovwhich derives .its
.name from the pkaros,orlighthouse, that oncethtew

..•.. itslight across the bayto welcome theRomanmariner;
between the twoa communicationwas maintained by
In~an:sora narro,," passage defended bylofty walls, sud
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fortified with towers, Still túming the eyeto theright,
the.eastem.Hankof the bay is seen to sweep outwards
in many a rockycurve to thesea : dark sierras come

. down from the interior; and confront .with lofty brows
.the tideless waters ; on .the verge ·ot .each tan cliff a
.solitary.watch-tower glearns in .the sunshine; once its
occupcnts looked out for theAlgerine corsairvbut their
wateh is nowfor the "contrabandista," no less .than the
African the enemy to Spein'acommerce, and the off..
spring ofher feebleness; here and there a level spot of .
sborehú:ksunderthe shadow ofthe cliffs, and furnishes
room ·fora ·few scattered cottages and their smilinggar­
dens ; ,a nd iri the furthest distance the village ofCan- .
tales .'lies in o a sunny nook between .t wo ridges; : its
humble 'roofs'screimed from tbe easterlygales bya bold
headland, whichcloses the vie:w in .that direction, N or
is .the,vicw towards the ·left· inferior in beauty, ,. though
ofa .charaeter less -romantic, In the foreground the
city and its many-coloured edifices spread irregularly
along the margin of the bay;in the centre towers the
cathedral; itsbarbarous architecture softened down by
the distance, and now.iresolving itself into an .im-

. posing mass ófbuilding ; then, on the outskirts oí .the
tow~, white·villas peep out pIeasantly from among the
ora?g~groves; . andrth é rich foliage -in whíchthey.are
bowe~ed;and the eye lingersupon this sight, so nirely
seen In Spainexcepfin the vicinity of populous towns,
Further to the Ieft extends along thecoeet.the Sierra
de Mijas,·having at its base thevillage of Churriana, a ..
fav()uredretreat ·of the Malagueños ;atidin the .far
~est;seen ' aboye ,a11 °thc mo úntain throag; 'the dark blue
s~errag ofl~ondagatherstcmlytogether. .. . o .

tM~aga .layscleím to .a remete origino It 'was known
o the Romansbythe name ofMalaca; and long be..;

8
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for é their conquering eagleswere. seen before it, the:
Ph~nicians are.saidto have frequented its .port. Knów­
)ng as wedo howfar the merchant princes of 'I'yreand
Bidon.pushed their -commer óial expeditions, nothing is,
more probable.than such a supposition, more espeeially
asthesurrounding sienasabounded in those precious
metals forthe sake of which .theirvoyagea appear too
have beenprineipally undertaken• . Under the Moorish

· .'S'f8y it was; as now,"celebrated for the excellence of its'
, fruits; and wasa cityof'ncteduringthe last days of

thekingdom -of .Granada; Its .eapture preceded that of
the capital.. and .was .effected only after aresistance

.. .honourabletothe besieged,whoyieldedrather tofamine
than.the' sword: they and their families were sold into
slüvery,~nd their possessionsappropriatedby the con­
querors.:, .:.I n readingthe narrative of'its fal1,as trans~

mitted to .us ".by Spanish : historians, .one .learns how
transparen t was the disguis"e of.religious zeal or pa·
triotism-under' whichtbe belligerentDastilians .veiled
theír erusade against the Iandaand.wealth .of .the fol-
lowers of the Crescent.vi'I'he truthis, th~t the .spirit of .
speculatlon was tben, ' as ,now, a characteristic of the
times-i-with this difference.cthatc.beíng _infuenced by.
the propensities. of apeopleinuredto war~itsóughtto

· atjain.its objectsby violence.and .the sword.rather than
bythe artsofpeace, Acompanyof adventurers banded
themseIves .toca¡>tu~ and' spoil.aMcorish .city, just as

, capitalists no~ unite to construet a. railroad or work a
mine.' ::'.!f it , yielde~ totheirarms, the bboty,incap·

.. .......tives;;i'Íches; houses,and precíous metals,repaid .theIll,

.··:. and.,' '~they ,sold . out' to 'advanlage~': : ~If,:on , theot~er
.·.. hánd, .its defenderá succeededi~ , protractíng their l'eSlSt•
-.~..anc~ ,tiIt"the: .·appro(lch.•of,winter, .when s ';siege, in ~he

" state ~f .the military; art as it .then ~ " e~is ted, cotild wlth
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difficu1ty be carried on, the concern was generallywound
up, and the speculators retired with loss. Thus, in re­
ferenceto Malaga, there is extantthe seheme of'divi­
sion,accordingto which the :captors. parted among
themselves the city,' inproportions corresp óndiríg to
thecontributions eaeh had fumished towards the .siege.
At the head of the list we find .the.names of thePonce
de:Le'ons: ,the Mendozas, Aguilars, Hurtados, Puerto­
carreros,' arid others oflike reriown,' fortheir gallantry
against the infidel ; ' but lower down come a long string
óf burgessea and craftsmen,':millers, tanners, armourers,'

' and so forth, whose purseshad liberalIy ,éontributéd to
the undertaking,andto whom.were now allotted their
respectivesharesin :the spoil. ' '

" Vithin ' the town are fewobjeets of·interest. .Its
cathedral is '" an unfinished structure, "in ,the Hispaño­
ItaIiari. styleof.-architecture..: ,: .'Dhe ~lameda;however,
is.a ,noblepromenade,diversified 'with. fountains and
trees, and b,ordered bya 'long line of 'stately dwellings,
which ,tlirow into the shade anythingof th é kind to be
seeniuthe 'other merchant eities of Andalucia; Out- ·
side thetown~and beyond.the Gibrálfaro;is 'the 'site of
t~e ,EngIish: eemetery, on , ~"slope<comníanding, afine{..,
Vlewofthe Mediterranean: Forlong: this was the sole
pu?Iicresting-placedn. Spain for British dead; and the
~redit Ófhaving ;obtained this boon fromtheauthorities
~. , ' due to Mr. Mark, the father :of our present cónsul
~n -:ijalaga.' "P reviously, it was' the custom tointer our .
C?~ntrymenin·the beach, ' and then only .at midnight;
whllethe': burial.r .was raccompanied by ' many ciicum~
~tancestowollDd,the feelings .of moumers, and which it
lSsurprising :thattherepresentativ'es of this natión at
the ~pa~ish ~ court .ever ,permitted to exist.The like
fashl0nprevailed',at Cadiz,. where the ónlyplace ofin-

s 2
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terment allowed to Protestants was in theditches of
the fortifications, " ' , :' , .
, :Although .the .legitimate 'commerce 'of l'Ialaga is

great, it sbares,likeall the ports in this quarter, in tbe
illicit traille which has been called into existence by the
absurdly prohibitory measures . of the country. It is

"diffícult toestimate the number of .individuals engaged
in .this trade. .I have heard it stated bypersons on
whoseinformation 1 could rely,tbat it fumishes occu- :
pation to more,than eighty thousand of the population
along the coast andiin the mountaiuous district of
Ronda; but in -realitythewholapeasantry oí Anda­
luciaareinterestedin thetrade, and if not professed
contrabandistas, arealways ready to join a "smuggling
lay" when an occasion presents itself. ': 'I'he principal
articIes.introduced arecotton 'goods and tobacco, the

·Iatter having the preferencefrom being.the more lucra-
tiveofthe twó. lt is invain that the most stringent
measures 'are 'adopted by the .govemment .to .suppress
the traffic': if there wereno other 'causes of failure, the
universal .corruption. ofits servants would. suffice to
neutralise.the bestdevised scheme of prevention. ' 'For ,
scme months the system of protection had been placed
on a .newfooting ; acompanybedundertaken to en­
forcethe laws,.and had.comménced operations by' sta­
tioning steamers.along tbe coast, inthe hopeof thereby
baffling.the smugglíng boats, 'which",are,}nvariably the
swiftest of theirclass, .Yet theirsuccesswas.verypar­
tial ; shortlybefore my arrivaLinMalaga, slandlng of
seven hundred'." cargas" or mule-loadshad ,been effected

," ar Estepona, a.townon 'the coast ñot .far .distant froIll
:.' .Gibialtar.; "thls couIdonIy "have beeumanaged through,

the connivance.of the.officials connected with the place.
. ()n " :~:ea~tifuleveni~g 1 foun<tthyselfon 'board of

' / '
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a Frcnch steamer bound for Almeria, This is a port
situated about one hundred and twenty miles to the
eastward of Malaga, and lying close to the rugged re­
gions of the Alpuxarras, which it was my present pur­
pose to visito From the summit of the V eleta 1 had
descried the assemblage of wild sierras which bear that
general name, and my resolution was quickly taken to
embrace thc earliest opportunity of penetrating into a
mountain-land rarely trodden by the traveller, though,
froro the grandeur of its natural features and from his­
torieaI interest. .well worthy of his steps, Here, after
the fall of Granada, the shadow of a kingdom was given
to the last of the Moorish monarchs; here the last re­
bellion of the hapless Moriscoes was kindled by the
fires of the Inquisition; and in the bosom of thesc
savage chains they vainly strove to arrest byarms the
eourse which Spanish cupidity had long meditated against
the last remnant of their once powerful kingdom,

The last objects upon which myeyes rested ere we
went below were the mountains to thc westward of
Malaga, crowned with the fading lustre of day; and
when next morning 1 reached the deck, it was to be­
hold on the Ieft a chain of mountains rising gradually
from the sea, and half veiled in purple shadows, The
range followed the outline of the coast, close to which
we were steering, and then bending its march inland,
gave place to the wide healthy level called the Llanos de
Almeria, Presently a beautiful bay opened into view,
disclosing in its farthest recess a picturesquely situated
town and castle. Towards thesc the steamer shaped
its course, passing on the left a succession of craggy
buttresses that boldly spring from the rocky wall on
this side into deep water; and before noon the anchor
was dropped in front of Almeria,
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" .At the table á'kóte of theinnLtookmy place, asthe
last comer; at the foot of a "long'tabla.around which 'Yas
assembled as motleya: collectión of guests as Ihad ever
.witnessed ; ,yet though the variety waa -great, tbere
were eertain characteristics common -tó. the.whole party.
AH ofthem talkedloud and long; aH ate voraciously, and
reversing the usualorder of things; a11 appeared to bave
undressed for-dinner. " Our : transatlantic brethren are
not singular in s~methings: many of thesemen sat at
tablewith their shirt-sleevesrolled.up to thesboulders;

'" and without an exeeption all had their colIars thrown far /
back, therebydlsplaying their hirautethrosts'and brawny
bosoms• . · .~ slrimger,:howev ér, just landedywould err
greatlyin concluding thatsueh exhibitions as.the aboye
are.'frequent in Spain; in fact; these roen belonged .to

. ' .the fratemity 'of.commercial travellers and'clmimist00lt
ageurs,'andonly displayéd.:the manners of" their cIass,
which neitherin Spaitinor elsewhere,i s.distinguished
for polish·or: refinement, ..•.The '·cause ·, of. their cODg~e­

gating in 'suehnumbers.at'.th is port arose froni the cir­
cumstance of a sierra in the .nelghbourhood.beingláteIy
found to poaseas numerousveinsof lead ore,'which pro­
mised toyieldrich profits tothe. explorers.: The dis­
covery ..had .' swakened "the , highest '., 'excitement in a
country, where the inclination to gather .wealth by ~aDY

•'. ', .other. .means ;than the co úrseof'patíenf industry 15 a
......' ,itationa}'charaeteristicj: snd the 'ustial"consequeri~esen­

.sued. .'.'. A ',,:multitude ;'of adventuÍ'ers"and capitalists
·..Jlocked irifromall'quarters; .nnd,,:althorigh .utterly d~...

: .',vo~d '-of:~ éxperierici . or : science, ;,were .now engnged in
.' ."piercíng.themountainwith pródigiousardour. ..' ... .'.
. ::,', So:many as a hundr~d pitswer é said' t?be sunk u~on
' one .side•.alone:of .themountain; .eaeh excavationbelDg. :..,. .: . . . .. '. .... . '. . . . . cesS
.-';~~~ •. pf;operty ~f adifferen t ·owIler. , ;What tbell . 5UC

. : ;~~ . ~ .~- • I
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was, 1 found it difficult to learn; but it appeared to
me, from the amount of litigation connected with their
proceedings, that they wer~ better skilled in undoing
the work of their neighbours, than in extracting riches
for themselves from the hoards of mother earth. 1
gladly made my escape from the noisy throng, and,
accompanied by a guide, proceeded to view the castle,
We ascended by a steep and winding path, the npper
part laboriously hewn out of the solid rock; and
reached, after passing through one or two gates, a wide
open space which in days of yore had been the plaza de
armas of the fortress. Still ascending, we gained the
summit of the citadel, crowned by modern fortifications,
which, from the date carefully emblazoned on the walls,

. had beea constructed in the reign of Carlos Tercero.
Few have heard of the Bay of Almeria, for it lies out
of the track of tourists ; but in scenery it may chal­
lenge comparison with the most admired in the Medi­
terrauean. The shores are everywhere high and strik­
ing, and fling t eir rocky masses into a noble crescent,
within which all the navies of the world might find
shelter. Perhaps a want of softness may be objected,
a.s the eYt? ranges from point to point of its bold out­
lmes, and sees cliff succeeding cliff with but little
variety; but at the time 1 viewed it, the scenery had
relieved the sternness of its primitive character with the
hues of sunset, and was wrapped in the tranquillity of
evening. The waters of the bayat the same time par­
took of the surrounding repose; and on their smooth
surface the one or two white sails visible floated without
appearing to move. On the eastern extremity of its
s?~res there stretched out to sea a long line of black pre­
CI~Ices, upon which the last of the sun's rays was shed
with a brilliancy that enhanced by contrast the zeneral

lLBI _ ....~A DE LA ALHA BR
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effect of the scene. , Within thebay, 'however; they
had.ceased to penetrate, for sierras swelled upwardson
its .westem flank, and now cast their shadows aeross
the deép blue ofits waters, ' r hen· carne . twilight;
and that, too, in a short half hour darkened'into gloom,
over .thisbeautiful daughter oí the Mediterranean.
.What shaIl 1 say oí .thee, creationof summerskies, blue
waters, andstateIy proportions? .,:" O: matre pulehrá
filiapulchrior,' mayestthou never awaken to the roarof
.the tempest, nor reHect aught but the smile of heaven !

1 hadbeen fortunate.in myexperience of the Medí­
, terranean: although associated in our thoughts with a
, peacefuI temper, "its .blood is sometimes up," ,and
then~ like a11 quiet , people .when.r fairly roused, .ita
.wrath is farworse than that of an habitual blusterer•
.Moreover, in .so narrow a sea the navigator hasawild
.shore always withinamcomfortable proximity; added

..10 whicb~it is singulerly deficient in harboursandporte
.of refuge. ' '. . . . .

. '. "Where:~rethe best ports in the Mediterranean ]"
-. ,inquired theEmperor Charles V •oí. an ancient marinero

, " Junio. . Julio, Agosto,. y Puerto de Cartagena,"
.replied theveteran ;meaning ·that Cartagena was the
on1y safe harbour at all seasons,: ·and .that the others
were not to be trusted except duríng the three ~ontbs
of summer, , .

, Thetown lies at the foot .of'the eminence on which
.ltscastle fa situated ; 'and, foIlowing th~rule observable

' in most 'pla éea. ofMooríslrorigin.ilts dweIlings keep
· · un<le~ , the shadow of.ita fortifications. . and scrupulously

, avoid straggling far from their protection. >: Here they
.encirc1ed the base of the rocks in a narrowband fOI at
-Ieasttwo-thlrds oftheircircumfe~ence'" ~o'oking frolIl
~bove,ih~ir flat roofspresenteda singular ~ppearaDce;

• o. " :. , : .,: • • •• 6. . . . .. _. ' ':.
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hnd being all nearlyona level, one might llave passed
from one end .of a street to another by means of the
pássage thcyafforded. . On the eastem side stretches
its vega to the fóot of a sierra ' which "terminates in the
Capo de Gata; in the midst wound the river of Al­
meria, 'its' further bank clothed with the usual exquisíte
verdure 'of a vega; whileon the ne~rer side groves of
fig and olive-trees extended up to the skirts of the town.

'A s Iwandered through the town 1 might have roo­
ralised much upon the weakness of human nature, . and
taken .my guide for.the texto This worthy was by no

. means unwilling to stoop to the office for the considera­
tionsit ínvolved. but at the same time wished to keep
up hisdignity among the citizens of Almeria, Evidently
his desire was, to impress them witb ,the notion tbat he
wasthe greater man of the two, and was only conduct­
ing:me to the sights as an 'ac~ of gracious 'condescension
on his part•. :F or this purpose he 'stationed himself at
tny·right hand, presuming on my supposed ignorance of
the law of Spanish etiquette, which enjoins that this 18

, the post of those whom we'considerourselves bound to
honour• ., Among equals in rank there is frequentlya
friendly .struggle to yieId thisdistinction toeach other;
a~d to a .stranger it is always conceded, Of course, a
hlreling 'has just as much title to .it as he has to lean on
0l1e's arm, or sitatthe same table, Once crtwice 1
d?dged him andt60k my right place,' in order to enjoy
hIS erest-fallen' looks .and the air of trepidation be dis-

, play~d whenthera was a chance of ourmeeting sorneof
his acquaintances ; ,but after all 1 found 1 had the worst
of the diversion,for ori these occasions he waxed snlky

, ?n~l. tincommtinieative,: and was no better iban a walk-
lng. sign~post . ' , -ÓvÓ: ' , ' ,, ' • • ' .• •

" 'N ext m orning, with a .roguish youngmuleteer for my
s 5
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. companion, 1 was 'bending my course towards tlíe .dark
. sierras that thickly cover this district,. and ..increase in

height as theyrecede from the coast. Myroute wa~

ínland, and would take me by the cities of .P urehena,
Baza, and Guadíx, and conduct me once more to Gra­
nada. . We left the town by a goodroad, amid 'gardens
.andgroves , butthis sankinto the .usual mule-track
long.'before we had reached a hamlet about a lengüe
distant, where IijY muleteerhad bis abode; andstopping
before a door, he requestedrne tooalight and ' enter his
home, pleading as an excuse for the detention sorne im­
.portant piece of business • . . 'I'he truth, ' however, .was,
that having got holdofan Ingles, he was desirousof
sbowing the animal to bis family.and friends; andwhen
1 entered, 1 found myself in the centre of an admiring
.throng of observers. ·1 believe they had imagined me
.to belong to the mutecreation, for on addressing them
intheirown tongue there was a .general exelamation .of

. surprise. "Ave; ,Maria ( 'he can speak like. our-

selves ! " was the remark thatran round the.circle ; and
sorne .went even theIength of dec1aring that 1 ~ould

." speuklike a Christian." . The flattering .compliment
,1 'duly a cknowledged ; .for a compliment ít was, and
.meant that 1 could speak like a Spaniarcl.: ··· A ccording
to the notions .of the country,none but 'Spaniards are
Christians, so that the terms ~~e . used synonymously,

. . and the Spanish. is frequently styled the Christian ,[an­
.guage; , L uckily, mypowers ofspeech were not much

..... -drawniupon, and 1 had, accordinglyv .eufficient oppor­
' . .tunity for making my own observations. " 1 conId easily

...have fanciedmyself in-the interior ofan Arab.tent, so
.: , mllch :was therebespeaking awandering life in all that

1 saw.Theroofwas dome-shaped ; the light had DO

other entraucethanbythedoorr-and aIl the furniture
_ , • • • ", • • • • • O" , ••
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-in" the plaee.might ·have be énbómaby a camel; sueh
as it was, it consisted only.of articles OI a very portable
-nature; , and hall an hour 'would havesufficed to have
packed. it all up, after the word to march had been
given, With 'thé.exception of a single low table, and
n. couple of stilllower .cliairs, 1 sawnóthing but a few
mats, rolledupduring day,and ritnightspread out to
forro beds, and .some 'cooking utensils.' - ,T he mistress
.0I the house W3S as dark as a mulatto, and hada
scarlet handkerchief bound .round her •head; .turban
fashion í. her soleornaments were 'a pair of larga gold
ear-rings dep énding .from the ears. On the floor a
couple: of tawnybantlings rolled aboút, in happy un­
consciousness of the restraints of dress; .indeed, the
costume of the male seniors indicated 'a desire to doff
as mueh of man's apparel as might be safely dispensed
with. . The iwhole partywore ' very wide and loose
trowsers, terminating about a ~ hand's-breadth aboye the
kneés,•which were.• bare, so that, atoa ' litt le distance;
this part ~of. tlicir ;attire ;might easily be mistaken for a
kilt. ,;Then -éame .theusual botiries, or leggings, and
shoes of untanned leather; . jaekets appeared to be 'altoJ
gether baníshed, and oin their stead the .vests received
that :amount of fancifuldecoration,lavished by Anda- '

. luciansonthe former article of dress. This, ¡with sorne
Httle variation, isth é costume of the . dwelIers in the
Alpuxarras, aswell as of the natives.of the province of
Valencia: ,the Jatter,however, ' frequentIy diseard the
sombrero c~lancs, . ;foI" which .Is substituted a handker...
chier; .tied in a peculiar fashion on the hesd. '
.' Once more upon the road, ir sueh it might be called;:
for the path Ied up .the channel of a mountain torrent, '
a~id :rocksand ' shingle, which the stream had deserted '
SInce the spring, and would only sweep over .when"the'
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.winter's rains again called it ínto ezístence. . Oneither
-side. vthe hanksrose highandprecipitous, but itwas a
pleasing feature tobehold how the ,hand 'of industry
had. laboured -to .make them fruitful,": 'I'he gr óund,
whenever it could be reseued fromthe béd oí thetor­
rent, wascarefully surrounded with embankments and
broughr irito cuIti vation; and higher up,:on the steep
slopes, -the soílhad been collected into terraees, upon
whieh. vínes and other : fruits flourished luxuriantly;
All tbiswas a novel sight to me, accústomed as 1 had
been towitnessin thevmore-ferriledistricts ofAnde­
lucia the richest portion of the soil alone '~evoted to

culture, while -the-remainderv was. abandoned to ,tbe
goatherdand his flock. Here, on theother hand, the
industriousspirit of the Moorstill lingered,'c1othing
the mountain-sides with fruitfulnes,s,and .wresting,·her
good tliing~from the unwilliugvhand oí nature, .T he
spectaele vividly -impressed one :with·;ihe folly ando
wíekedness oí the policy which, for the worst oí motives,
could banish from .this reglón a mee whíehhad left be­
hind them these marked traces of a 'laborious and per-
severíng nature, .It was in' truth aworsemotivethat:t
religious zeal that prompted the , fiat ·which condemned
them toexpulsion; and thoughCervariteslabours hard
to persuade his readers that the 'stepwas a master-

. stroke 'of wisdom, ' and was the 001y. one to be adopted
. . . towards the ineconcilable .enemies ,of his country and

faith, the grossness :oí the 'pretext wasas ,'apparent in
his day.tothe unprejudieed,asit is in.ours. .; We have
the .real truth .from ••the pen ' of Don. Diego ' de :Men­
4ozá;one' of .those .warriorstatesinenwho · illustmted
thereígn .of Charles V., and weremoreoverus.distin- :
guishedin the worldof'.Ietters as ' theywere ifor deeds

. ()f., ',al'IDs~:and .·sage · · . counsel •.'··:,l n "his elassic work in
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, Spanish Iiterature-s-the "History 'of the War of Gre-
, nada " :'driring the year 1598, or to speak more accu­
rately; the rebellionof the Moriscoes during that year '
--the'truth is revealed in these 'words, ," Our eovetous­
nesswas the chief cause of the rebellion." The insur­
rection, 'i t is true, was suppressed, and heavier burdens
impos édon 'the mountaineers; but nothing less than
theírextirpation eould appease .the demon of avarice ;
their industry, aetivity, and thriving condition wereva

perpetual eyesore, 'which was borne with impatience for
someyears longer, ti11 atlast the sight could be ,en­
dured no , 'more~' and "in 1600 themandate was issued
for their expatriation from a ,'region which they and
their;forefathers had redeemed from poverty. " I ri that
ycar-,8pain lost a million óf ,industrious subjects, torri
,from thiá district ' and from .Valencia, .and added one
moret ó.the various seeds of deeay implanted in her

, overgrown :'p ówer.. .'So iniquitous a transaction -could
not .be p érpetrated wíthout its attendant mensures of
perfidy and . cmelty i in the latter .quality, Cardinal

,',' Lerm~ :displaycd .'an 'unenviable ' ingennity ; but the '
,system of studied oppression, though .carried to its
beight'inhis:hands~ 'wasby;no means a novelty tothe
, Moriscoes. : From Mendoza weleam howapeoplemay ,
' be goaded·.into r ébellion , ·the catalogue of their perse-

, cutions iavacurious one, and ' inéludes almost. every
, vexationthat can rousehuman natureto exasperation. '
; ," The Inquisition," hewrites, o'," began .t o harass

them, more .than usuel, "I'herking' forbade them the
us~ :of .the ',Moorish J anguage, and along 'wHh it all
commerce "sndc ómmunicátionwith each other ; -their
black;~lave~ .were takenaway; the .Moorísh dress, upon ,
which theY'hadexpen'ded much wealth, was prohibited;
they .were compelled to 'assumc .theCestílian attire, .nt '

'.1~.
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much cost to themselves; their womenwere.commanded
to -appear -unveiledv.aud .their dwellings,.which they
were wont to surroundwith privaey, .tobé thrownopen
tothe .public eye ; .both these commands being .hard
to be -endured by a jealouspeopIe. · : There was a
rumour, o also, that their children were to be: seized and
transported toCastile. o ~They were prohibited 'the use
ef ·baths, so necessary for.their cleanliness and refresh­
mento Previouslyo.they hadbeen debarred the enjoy­
ment of music,songs, festivaIs,and 'weddings according
to .theír .•customs.iand :every .meeting for. diversión."
Suchwas themode employed to reconcile the Moriscoes
.to the Spanishyoke and 'theCatholic fait~. o ,, :

At. ,fi.ve·,o'clock :.we reaehedvthe.ismall. village of
Tabernas,where-l took tipomyquarters for thenight.

, Havingeufferedmueh..during :the·.day from the jieat,

. which, in thenarrow ravine up .which our road Isy, was
.peculiarlyoppressive, 1 was glad to find in the inn "an
"apartmentwhere 1 could enjoy in ' solitude therest 1
desíred•.' .J is sole furniture .consisted of a ..table auq
chair, both o of' -them' sodwarfishas. to resemble tOY5 for
children; rather than artieles for the accommodation of
grown-up persons. ,The";t able, .which for .curiositY's
sake 1 measured, was .fifteen ineheshlgh bytwo feet
long ;'its companion chair wasptoportionebly diminu­
tive, and only raisedtheoccupant ,six j nches from the

,. ground, .In this triHingmatterthe.reader.will observe
a :trace¡ oí;the .Moorísh habit of sittirig: on the .flcor,
fromwhich these .pigmy chairs.are only;thefirstremove.

. . Although .left .to solitudeniychamber was far frOID
.. being .tbe abode oí silence..for-a .solitarj:..plank alone

·. divided.me fromthenoisy party.of. niuIeteers who oc­
cupíedr.tlie skltchenr belowscand. .whosé ·conversation
ascended without .a :w~rd being I08t to .the .. ear. .As a
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rnatter of course, 1 foimdmyselfmad é th~subj~~t"of
-talk, and gathered a gooddeal ofinformation, notonly

. respecting myself, but the manners and customs of the
rE ilglish, that waaperfectly new ; 'ne¡"ther ~~d , it 'take

, me by surprise tri hear avoiee inquiring, withunneces­
sary particularity, what was the ro~d ·1 prop ósed taking
{In the .morrow-s-if" Icarned ' arms-'-:and of what
'desdi ption they were, At an :earlie~ péri~dof my
travels, before 1 'learnt to estimate : at : their .proper
value those.tales .of' danger andreeent robbery which
my good-natured friendsused invariably ito iconnect
with .the veryroute T íntended to 'take; Lshoúld have .
Iistened with sorne suspicion to such queries, and pn
thefollowingmoming should have narrowly scrutinised
'every bush and rock that might have screened tIte
person of a. u ratero." ·But 1 'had long since ceased to .
pay the slighteat regardto thedismal narretivesof kind '
friends, or to .espy danger in - the idle ' curiosity oí

... :village gossips ;, .and, as my experience ·· iil Andalucian
, travel1ing inereased, I :settled down.into the conviction
· thatwith proper .precautions aw~yfarér'might roam the
.province from end to end withoutmeeting 'a single
'cause r or alarm.l 'do :not, 'however, meanfoufflrm

· ~that Itswild tracks are .as fearlesslyto be traversedas
, -the.beaten highways.of England, M~ny causes 'con­

spire-to forbid this; ,but the most prominent arafhe
lawlesspursuits of the populationvund the .nature of
the ~:country. ' Andalucia ' swarms with contrabandistas,

.few. of whom could .reeist' a: temptingiopportunity to
. 'comnlit robbery ; and -whose only resource, when over­

takeáby a runof iiI~luck in their own ca1ling, is to lie
· inwait bytheroadside and cry "Boca :abajo'" to the'

' : next traveller. It· is from this class that .brigandism
· ·has 'drawh its supplies on , everyoccasion that a 'band '

f
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-has infestedthe country. . From their habits of activity,
their intimate acquaintance with highways and bye..
paths, an'd the spirit of freemasonry that .exists' among
the fraternity; they ,,:ere the most desirable: recruits to
,3 bandit ·chi~f; and, without their aid, it is doubtful '
if ,such leaders'could 'have held their ground SO long as '

".they did against the p~wer of the government, More­
'over, .the physical character oí, the country pecriliarly
favours the highway robber. LBesides being naturally
wild and broken, it presents no obstacles '10 bis escape
inthe shape of enclosures or fences. Theblow struck,
he may hold his 'Hight .across the country straight as
the crow flies, ,without encountering · any impediments
except such as arise from the inequalities of the surfsce.

'.This is the .sort of ground he has alwayschosen for his '
e~ploits. . It was onthe heaths and extensive commons
thatthe English highwaymen of the last century took
their stand ;.',and their,disappearance is .to be ascribed

I far 1ess to ,an 'improved tone .of morals, .than to the fact
of uncultivated wastes being now almost unknown, and
every,road bordered with,its substantialfence. ', ,W hat
.between stifF.hedgea.istone walls, and tumpike-gates, a
highwayman .has now no ,chaneeiof escape, andcould
,searcely spur his steed a mile.without breaking -his '

_, n~c.k, or being.deacried bya seore ,of .witnesses. " For
.the .reasons. :then, that 1 .havestated, a degree of in­

' , o ' s'ectirityto, be fou~d nowhereelse hangs over Andalu­
~ian .roads, and will continué .to. do :so.. as.long as -the

, 'pr~s(mt stat~ of. things , ~xists in the .province.: .E verj'
no,!, and then abandepringsup in somedistrict- holds
the-neighbourhood interior',for. a .shorter-or longer
period, ' and ,then the depredators vanishas"suddenly

" ~ theyappeared, :: :;Amid all .these. perils;however, .a
prudent trav~l1~r'máystee~ hisway without much chance

. .--. - - . . . .: . ' ~
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of a mishap.. ,L et him eschew a11 the signs of riches,
assume .the costume of the country, be ' tolerably con­
versantwith 'its language, shoulder a gun to scare away
,rateros, and his purse need apprehend little on tbe
score of assauIts from' salteadores. '

The next day's journey .is best described by saying,
tbatwe were involvedfor many a burning hour among the ,
wildestscenerythat sierras can display. A lonely path
was ours during tbat period; sometimes diving into a ra­
vinewhere the prospect above andaround disclosedonly
browncrags and toppling rocks ; then struggling up sorne
precipitous steep over a surface of slippery rock-s-our
anlmals planting their steps in the holes wom by the
'constant passage of their kind along the track ; and now
skirting the ·.edge of a precipice, and looking over its

' verge into tbe abyss below, At suchtimes, although
a stumble of our quadrupeds might have ended in fatal
consequences to the ridérs. vóne had learnt, from famili­
aritxwith the" danger, to regard itwith indifference.

I 'More -than 'once~ as roy , feet overhung a precipice, 1
caughttnyself speculating on the precise spot, sorne two
or "three hundredfeet belowymy shoe would touch,
should:it falloff'. By such a routewecrossed the
Sierra de Filabres, and after some ten or twelve hours'
toilsome march reached the town of Purchena. - The
singlestreet ofwhich it consisted hung upon the
northem flank ofa mountain, at a spot where there
existed ,the scantiest room for dwellings; yet within
these strait~ned Iimits a king had once held the mockery
ofa residence and court, Here it was that Boabdil,
tbe last of the Moorish monarchs, exercised the shadow
of ~ an authority permitted him by his conquerors, and
ruled for . a time ' over a few villages and valleys-the
'Wortqless ,remains of a kingdom that wasonce his, But

,;l;,
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·~oQn feelíng ill at ease in his degraded position, he ex-
· .changed his dignitiesand powers fora large sum ofgold,
. .and departed forAfrica, wherehe fell on .u field oí

battle, bravely combating in the cause of his relative,
Muley Ahmed ben Merini.. :. '.' Strange,". adds the
.Moorish chronieler, " .that he who had not the courage
.t o die. in defence.of his ownkingdom und reountry,

. :: .should sacrifíce ,his life for the suceess of another ! ' ~ .
' . Next day ..waslike the precedingvspentamong the .
defiles and steeps of a sierra. Long shallLremember
.the Sierra de Baza,for besides being as rugged as mortal

. .foot :~ver trod, . the heat wíthin its . gorges' and laby­
.rinths was , more oppressive than lhad ever felt·it .in
.A~dalucia... .F rom the lateralravines that openedhito the
;valley by whiehwe descended to the city of Baza;there
~poured bl.as ts 'hot asth(js~ ofthedesert to heighten, the

. . .:temperature;. and so. intolerable ;was.the scorehing cur­
.rent , that .on approaching .the mouth of one, the .whole
.par.ty instin,ctively drewtheír sombreros over theír faces.

' . arid bent over the oppositeside of their mules, until the
.epothad ;peen passed.> : ~At . length.the city appeared,
comingintoview ratherunexpectedly, for it oecupied a
.hoIlow in.the midst of itsfertile hoya, or basin ; :arid
the, topa of Its .houses were.onlyvisibleon gaining the
.brow of'the surrounding height.ln the .posada, the

. .sole .occupantsof the upper .chambers.1 found on-·IDY
·~~rrivaJ to.bea party .of Gitanos. ,;Freqúently .as.l had

. ,ellcounte~ed the sons of·.Egypt ontbehigbway, in t~e
....... .suburb o(:r;friana, .at.Seville, -and at :thed«?ors of.thelr

,cav~:rn.8above theAlbaycin at (hanada, this ,was:the_first

time! had met them underthe sameroof. .MrfelIow·
·.:gue·s,tB,were,-h owever, thearistoeracy oftheir ~ribe•. The
· .principal, or utleest .thcwealthiestof the wallderers, was
~~" wiq~~, ,!~ose sex did:not .pl'~vent . her frmnengaging
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in the calling so' dear to Gitanonatures, viz., trafficking
.ín horseflesh. : In adaj or twoa great :horse-fair wasto
beheld in the town, and to áttend 'this she had come,
'hringing withher half a dozen ·gaunt 'steeds, 'which oc­
'cupied the stablesbelow.." By successful dealiugs she
:was riow,well to do inthé world, and couId boast of her
:tbousands of dollara; in addition to which shepossessed

·.thesole ownership óf a load-mine in -the vicinity of Al­
.meriá .' .;·All theseriehes were tobe inherited byan only
'daughter ;whose hand, after beingeágerIy sought for

.··by.various members of the race, was.at Iast engaged to
.'a 'youih who aecompanied the :twain. . 'I'he' damselhad
'made her selection withjudgmentcíor her novio was a '

, 'h,alldsoÍne specimen .of Gitano blood....:..tall and slender
in':figUre~ and with an-oval coúntenancevthe elear olive
'complexion: of which contrasted to his advantage with
the usually swarthyhue of his' tribe. . ' .' , ~ ,.
" T be times are'passed when the Gitanosroamed the

. ; co~ntrf in -Iarge:bands, ,plying bywholesale -their un­
. ." )á.~ful eraftsin the 'pueblos they traversed.und, wherever
· they nioved~a : terror -tothelonelytraveller." An 'old ·

.Spanishtiuthor, ' while '1hU8 journeying alone .through
.,tlie' >mountains ".of Ronda, .graphicslly describes ' his
.'meeting with ahorde onthe march,-:the mortal fear the
enca,tinter,causad ·hiiri ~ and the stratagem bywhieh he
extricatedhimselr' from the thievish crew, 'by .whose
hati~sitwas:n6 unusual thing' forthe solit~rywayrarer
to bedespoíled of his life as well as .purse.". " While

· . '~riiinating'upon.the wonders of nature, 1 fell in so un- .
" '~pe~t~dly "-,vith 'a troop of Gitanos; at a stream.called
,', 'the ·D oucellas, that J would have turned. baek hád ·they

,'~ot seen nie;for immediately 1 called tomind the mur-
, ' · ' ~ers that thenwere occurring on tlie road, committedby
, . :Gitanos·and ·Móriscoes. As it wasan unfrequentedone¿
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-and 1 happened to be alone, andvwitb no prospectof
.finding people passing by to bear me c.ompany, with

.jhebeet spirits :1 'could, while they began to solicit
-clrarity, 1 .said to them," God save you, good people! '

~ " Theyweredrinking wáter, but 1 invited them to
·try wine,and bandeda flask of Pedro Ximenes of Ma­
laga, and the bread 1 carried .with me; for all that,
they ceased not to begand demand more and.more.,. It
-ismy custom-s-and he who traveIs alone should adopt
it-to convert into small changethe silver or gold that
one requires for the journey from one town to another,

. because it is most .dangeroua .to display gold and silver
at the ventas· or bythe way; and my purse being
-therefore filIed with smallcoinaI drew out a handful,
fiom which ldistributed charity (never in all my days
.hsd 1 done it with a better will than now) among the
party. The womentravelled in pairs, seated on very r
,lean yeguas and nsgs; the childrenby threes and fourss
-on l.ame '~nd footsoredonkeys. The rogues,of Gitanos
'marched on foot,nimbleas ·thewind;.and at that time
they seemedto meboth tall oand athletic, for fear msg­
nifies objectsvery much.; The track was both narrow
anddangerous, encurobered bymany:large rOQt~()f
trees,aIid mybeaststumbled asmuch as hecould.
From time to time the Gitan'Os'gaveitslaps ·on. .the
baunehesj, whileitappeared to methat .they werea~out
todo,th ésame-. thing •to .mysoulvfor 1 : ,jo~meyed, .on
theIowest and-narrowest,partof t'heroad"andthe
others. along .the -sídes above me;': by paths windillg

' among a t housand dwarf óaksand .lentisks, Iu~~e
·.1,Ilids~ .of ,this perturbation andfear, as:1 proceeded,dl­
recting·'cautious.glances ,.at ,the . sid.~s,: movíng:my,eyes
butnot .the head, a' Gitano ,suddenly planted .himself
,~efore roe, f;¡nd ' seize~ the bridle and bit ofp1Y animal.



,- GITANOS~ 405

While 1 was about te> east myself upon th éground, -he
exclaífned;, 1 see your macho has .lost the marks ofage
on.its teeth,"
; "Said 1 to myself, 'May you ,find the gateof
heaven closed to you, , O thief! for thefear you have
caused me.' , ,

, "They . inquired if 1 wouldexchange it; but as 1
considered that 'their object was to roo me, and that 1
could not get rid of them except-by holding -out the
prospectof greaterplunder, .with 'the bestface 1 could
1 drewforth sorne more' change, and distributing it,said,­
, Lwould do so with pleasure, but1 h áve left behind

,mea friend ofmine, a merchant, who is alone, and whose
macho-has fallen lame. ,1 am now pushing ón-- to the '

,next pueblo, .to fetch: another animal to transport .the ,
.load of money it bears," ' ,

HOn hearingtbe words 'solitary merchant,' 'lárne
macho,'and~loadofmoney,' theycried, 'God speed
yourworship! in ,Ronda weshall employ tbe alms you . '
have bestowed oáus,' ' " " > ' ~ - " < .', . "

; ~ , 1 spurred my macho, and caused him to p ácealong
these rugged tracks rather faster than he liked ; -they
remained behind, speaking in their jargon, and waiting.
fOl the supposed.merchant. . Afterwards,1 saw .one. of
the men',condemned in 'SevilIefor robbery, and a female
reeeiva the plinishmentof ~ a ,sorceress -in Madrid. '. Oí
the :children, sorne were 'naked...others 'clothed in ' a
81asb,ed jerkin or tomjaeketj . among the Gitanos one
w~~rattired in a ,superior manner..her costume adorned
with p1ates,of:silver,and wearing bracelets of the samer
therest wereon,!y. -partially dad." '" " ' . '," ; , ' '
- .Jn~th~ present dar the Gitanos roveonly in families
Ofamall parties , .andif they rob, it is 'rather by fraud'
and decep~ioritthan ,by -the knife to the throat of .the
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wayfarer, . Still; as ofyore, their daiIy occupations are
· conneCtedwith the horse.; to buyand sell, to steal, ex­
change, .and metamorphose that noble animal, are the
employments oí the greater number ;; to which theyadd

· the vocation of clippirig'the hair of mules and burros-o
for in Spain itís the fashion toshear the baeks ofbeasts

· of".burden. ~ . In all the tricks andmysteries of thepro­
fession none .such -proñcients as 'they:' .intransforming .
anunsound into a sound animal-e-in paintíng and other­
wisedisguising a stoleh onejso thar.the owner.himself
would failtorécognise jt.:.:.-and,in stupifying 'a', vicious
one,-so as to give it the .appearance.of the besttemper
in the world, the Gitano is longo :inter'Dallo.superior to

. allthe other brethren of the :craft'F'Í18Y, more.vhewill
convert the .dullestpieceofhorseflesh into an.animeted

.and lively steed, whilc he seemsonly tobe patting ando
fondling',it. : T he trick is,' 1- think; unknown in: this
country. iand is effeétedby.means of the ring he 'wears;:
.fro~ .this projects -analniost imperceptible ironspike.
which aets ~ li ke.the rowel ofa spur -on the animal,
eausing ;:Í t toipninceand caracole.i .while tbewearer
seems only t() ,becarelesslytouehingitwithhis 'open'
hand.. . . ¡ " ' ' .

Tbe load úext day was less Ionely than'thepaths' we
had hithertopainfully pursued bycliffaud .ravine ; we
were from time totime meeting parties ofitinerant·mer­

. . ehants hastening tofind a market for theirwares at the
-fair.to .whieh 1 haverererred~ :: :Nowa .mule .would pass
. us 'l uden -with ' bal'es: of cIoth, or'a"<donkeystaggering
,under. a ,.burden :: of -alcarrazas, 010· porolls ' earthen jars
used forcooling .water. . . Someof. , th~ ,travel1ers seemed
tó ;transport' ,theirhousehold ,'gearaIOng '.with: th,e ,stock
intrade, for occasionelly a '.beast. would ,aecompany the
train'groaning under: a 'pile of m~t~resses,;,.pmows, and .
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chaira, while frying-pans and brazen'·,lamps 'suspended
fróm the neck kept up a jingling accompaniment to its
movemcnts. " Among the pedestrians carne a gang óf
Catalan harvest-reapers, .returning from their ,labours
onthe'fertile,plains of the province. . 1 .watched with
admiration the :free step of these 'sons ~of toil, as they
rapidly ,approaehed.. Oil they carne atO a long swinging
pacethat made -their progress an astonishinglyfast one ;:
and this 'was the.more diffícultas theground wasrugged
and ,uneven, audpeeuliarly.adverse to.fleetnessof.foot ;'
but~despisi;ngevery inequality, their spúre .and sinewy

" forms bounded Iigh~ly overthe .surface,' 'and' holding a,

"straight course over hill and dale, were speedily lost to :
sight~ : .Their provínce is,however, noted for the pedes- '

, trian .pow érs of' itspopulation, 'and their : capacity to o
" endure extraordinary fatigue. ' .

. At midday I: halt éd 'at a vénta.the name of''whichIr
: havel orgotten, being in :hopes-to óbtain sorne breakfast '
~a "refreshment ·.which 'constant .travel .since daybreak.
had rendered ,very 'desh:able. ' Before the (loor was con-

, gregated- a troop of .mules, burros, and machos; and as'
weapproacheditthe soundsof.music andjnirth, pro-'
,ceeding'from,witliin, :betokened that their owners were
yieldingthemselves sorne relaxation previousto braving;
thelongstage thát ~,vaited themon their way .to-Baze.

, Pil enteiiiig, ·1 found.the place filledwith a throng of ,
",,eounfry .people, príncipallyyouug folks,. and all,both
<men and owomen.ianayed in ·holiday attire. 'Onuhe

" earthe~floor, ;three orfoursoldiers, 'andoas many dark­
,,' eyed partners" ',were dancing the fandango, and rattling
, theircastanets tothe strains of aguitar;whiclí ;the per­
formeraécompari~ed with his voice. Making 'my way
through ·the 'crowd, :T passedinto mi inner chambcrr

.. heresat:tlie:seniors of .the assemblagé, on benches ranged
":.,
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round the wall.·· .As it was afestive oceasion, the wíne-
. -. cup did not passuntasted,arid· the consequences were

observable in a manifest inerease of Andalucian loqua­
city and .gesticulation. 1 blessed the good fortune
which.had thrown .a fair in myway, for, in anticipation
of theconcourse to be assembled here, the ventero .had
laid in á·store of viands; and, for once, 1 couldprocure
something better thanthe everlaetingbacalao. ..Bread,
eggs, 'grapes, and wine, were .placed on a. table about

. the size ofa chessboard, and of the heíght of an ordinary
chair; seated before .this, upon a stool proportionably

· Iow,· .Iproceeded to make my .repast in the ~orner

allotted to me. " . .
The mozo of .the venta was atallyouth, whose office,

as' cup-bearer .to the gathering, badbrought .his lips into
frequent 'contact with the generousfiuid he dispensed :

.. ' tbe-coneequences ·were .apparent : in ' . his .rolIing :eye,
flushed ·cheeks, and the airof 'conSUUl1riate self-import­
ance .with which he discharged bis :duties. One of tbe
guesfscalled himto.fulfil someordervto which he paid
no attention; th é.summona ,was 'repeated in an angrier
tone, for .the speaker .was himselfexeited by the liba­
tions he had swallowed, and aecompanied his order with
a threat, . " ' .," " . ,

-" . "Whodares to threaten me ?"'.cried our mozo, as
he stoodrather pictnresquely inthe middle .o.f·the Hoor,

·hisarms raisedabove his he~d' to 'th~ir'full streteh, in
·support of .a jar t hat'might contain abont-a-gallon of
wine, and had the topofhisheatedCl'anium' for an un-
'steady pedestal. .

r. .',Yo;~'thundered the other.inreply: .. : " -.
··· .T bej vord was hardly ,uttered ere the jarwas launched
atthehe~dof .thei speeker, .who, fortuDa:telyfor its
safety,. docked;andescaped the missile; whieh smete


