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events to reach 'my destination by sorne circuitous:
course. . : GODd manners forbade me to .smile at their
apprehensions; butbesides the utter.unlikelihood of. a
few unharmed, .half-starved fugitives assailingan armed
traveller, my past experience had shown me how gene­
rally unfounded such representations were; and had 1
lent them a credulous .ear on . landing 'in 'Spain, my
travelsmight have ended.in the first town I .entercd.
Generally speaking, there are two atatesof mind into
which the mention of the word." road " throws the

,Andalucian : ' .he either becomes highly imaginative,
or supremely credulous , and it would,be well for the
traveller; as an universal rule, .to receivewith distrust
the statemerits which under .such.:circumstances he is
certain .of hearing. ',: N othing however, could dissuade
Don Ignacio from bearing me companyfor part of the

, way:' his motive for this step 1 suspected to originate
in bis fear lest harm 'should befall me ere 1 passed .the •
dangerous localities near the town; .end as 1 entertained ,
no misgivings on that score, 1 was the more ,urgent in
my .entreatiesthat he should-spera-himself sc -much
unnecessary troublerbut all in vain, his determination ..
was not to be sbaken~ ; . ,', ' .'"".' , ' , . ,', '

'I t came.to: pass, .therefore, th~t 'atane~;ly ho~r of
tbemorning1 was onthe road to Zalameala Real, ac..
comp~nied by,myfrierid nnd"Don Francisco F-, - ' -; a '
gentleman,who 'vas,goingon business .to Veas, a village ,
abouthalf,wayto the formertown, ¡ Zalameawasthe
first :stage' ,on a route 'whic)J. would lead methroughthe
:oun;tai.nous ,traet ofwhich the westemportionof An- ,
. alucla :lS composed,and, .bythe bridle-roads with which
~~' abounds,~hringme toOordovawithout ,~pproaching ,
toe usual . hlg~way:to th~t city.. It was a.Jo~rney not .,'.
, be ma~le .wIthout ·f~tlguc and sorne prl~atlO~s"but , ' ,

1
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these 1 'was .. prepared. to encounterfn 'expeetation of
· being fulIy repaid by.some glimpses' of the wildscencry
·1 could not but meet, and 'some further acquaintance of
ti people whojIiving "remote from human ken," were
invested with all the attractlon that belongs to ·those
whose ways are the antipodes of our own. '.'
, Ourroad lay upthe valley of the Río Tinto, between

abundant erops of wheat and garbanzos, part of which
were already reaped and laíd upon the threshing-floor.
Thisoperation 'issimilar to that noticed bytmvellers in
the East, and consista in forming a circular arca of
beaten earth upon' sorne spot exposed -to the winds;
the floor is tben littered with the sheaves, and a num-

· ber oí horses, mules, or asses,being 'driven round the
.circle under the controlof aman or boy, by the trend­
ing of "their hoofs the gminis separated ,from the
stalks, and afterwards winnowed• . ' .
",My new companion1 ·had met :before in Moguer,

and my knowledge of his history made me regard hiro
with curious ejes. . He was a short square-built roan,

... ' who 'sat firinlY<Jn his saddle notwithatanding tbe eur­
veüngs of'his -sleek Andalucian, and the want of s,tir­

' rups, which he probably disdained.rHls genéral bearing,
.'. as wellastheexpression ofbisrestless eye"markcd bim

asa .manto elbow 'his way through the world, carelcss

'.·of whatever 'rebufl's or rudecollisiona he migbtsustaín.
... . Such infactwas his bistory,and 'itwaS not difficult to

'. .bring bim to talk .ofhis pasteareer.. ". " .,. : ' ,. .
,'/ c,' y OU haveheard, Señor, of 'AgUado, the fatnoUS

'Spáriish bankerof Paris.." WelI, he ándI commenced
,' tbe:worldtogether, with:littleenough, 1 assure YOU.

~, " : ' It ~as during the'\Var -of •.Independence,apd we be..
:' ·camEf ,contractors to tbeFrenehermybere t nnd11lany

'-. ~~a wearY . daY have we passed ,.t9geth~r .. •in fóllowing the
" , : ", '

' jo
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droves of cattle wecollected fol' their use. " At lengtli
the French weredriven 'out,.andAguado ' accompanied
them to their own land, wherehe is.nowa great roan;
while 1, -you -see, amstill toiling to:6.11 the -puchero.
Ah, Senorl ,he possessed the ..educatiou 1 am without,
andbut 'for that Imightbave been amillionnnire . like
him. . :Me da rabia, to thinkof .it," and .thereupon
Don Francisco drove his 'apurs into the animal's sides,
causing it .to rplunge líke .awild .colt,,: .In.itruth, bis

. edueation:amounted to a ' slight knowledge 'of reading,
andthepower of .forming .certainhieroglyphics.which '
passed as 'his ·.signature; but, these ' disadvantag~s l not- ,
withstanding, ' the.vnntuial ' energy~ and. ability: ; of the
man had raised him to the position of a wealthy. pro­
prietor·'in his own town.", .H e was .the master of lands
and.''Vineyards,: anda..shipper ofwines to England ;
The::deficiencies. 'of.. his education,-: .however, .were '
evidentIy asore subject with him, .for ' : he' rec~~ed to
the disadvantages they.entailed .morethan .once; , ~ ' A t ,
all évents," he 'continued, ' .~ mj son shall .never feel .
what Ihaveexperience~; , ' 1 have.aenthim to England, " '
Whe~é , he isgetting.thebest educationmoney.can :pro- '
CUre fOl him," . . . . . : ', " ' "
';.:Arihour's· ride brought.us .rto Veas, having pre­
\'1ously,:,crossed "the-rivee bya .ford,i. . Notbing .could
be'more lDonotonous ,tha~r; the countrythroughwhich
~eslowIY'advanced c towárds this; yillage. ,,'On..every

, sld~'Yer,e ,bróad ; fíelds .Qf,wheat,,;relie,vedonly;by.plan- ,
tatiOns :of :,the, sad-coloured.olive, and here-and -there
tracts. ~of ,matns, 'o~ ·_'\Vaste . Iands · t~·ickIY i clothed. .with.
shrub;s, 'amidwhieha..féw .sheep .or goatsstruggled.for '
ascanty 's\1bs~stence~ ; !' ~: far. more agreeable rprcspeet
to,the eye was presented rbythe,.steep.slopes ofthe.'
vaney :up :,!~ich our rente lay; 'vineynrds clung ,Jo' '.
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these, and among them wound manyfootpaths, leading
to 'hamlets whose spires .were .just topping the summit
of'.the :ridges, Here Don .F rancisco parted with us;
butDon Ignacio,whoorigirially intended to ride no
further, changed his mind, aud decidedupon bearing
me:company to .Zalamea, Without' delay, therefore,
we continuedourprogress¡ for to make.u joumey of
nine Ieagues in a day, throughso rugged a country as
thatwhich rose,before us, demanded every:moment of
time,"in order to obtain shelter before night-fall. A
few miles beyond this ruinous .village'we.began to feel
the influenee of thesierra; and exchanged 'the .conti­
nuous flatwe had been traversing for & gentleascent,
that atcvery step of,our progress revealed sometbing
new; and for tbetedious sameness, oí which .our eyes
werc .weary; 'Ye .had .only. to 100k back to enjoy a
seriesofchan!rlng and beautíful' viéws. 1Upon .the
summit of the 'firs t ridg(' we . paused to sur,vey the
prosp.ed that spread out far totbe eye. Immediately
beforeuswe .looked down upon a rapid .descent, that
sank into a -narrow vale, the cpposite side oí which we
mustperforce elimb by as steep undtortuous a path
asthat whichconducted to the bottom:. To the left,
this, valley opened ínto awidetract; of ,undulating

.surfaee, afFording,partial glimpses .oí the eropS, and
woods thatfilled the hollcw placesj-whíle-far beyond
rose tbe blue summitsof the SiermofAracena, a c10ud

' of vapour bovering above each peak;~aDdfollowing the
..outlines.·.of .its ranges. . On the ....right ·might .be seen
iri,>:the'dim 'horizontbe ,Sierra-de .Berrocal, with the

: same sIlo~y;veil Hoating over, <but ~never ·touching .the
,. ::'mou~ú,ú~ ' ;~ass, 'and . , ~eemin.g , H~e ,~ ' " phanto,m .hos~

.holdmglts; .watch,';upon ,the.'.' frontiers ~f; some ,worl
bey0'l1~. > ~ . : ' ',,' J i'

, ..;..:: : '., .: ..:
,. ,. ',•.: >.. .•
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A march· in these.wilds is Iittle else than a succes­
sien of:ascents and descentsjand theseof 11 breakneck
description. " Roads, in the usualmeaning of the .term,
there are nonerand the.brídle-pathsthat s úpplytheir
place, with a noble 'contempt for-convenience or expe- '
dition, follow averyinequality oí .the surface.generally
descendthe mountain sides where they are steepest;
and cross ,the torrents'where the plissage is .most diffi-­
cult. , Frequently, when 1 was the first 'lo' reach the
crossing place, 1 have looked upwardsat thestring oí
mules followirig in single file,and speeulated upori the'
mi~chief the fall of á. single animal. inight cause: .In
that case,from ' the mpidity of 'thé descent,and the
impetus of its faIl; it must havesent:the whole.of'the
foremost ,files rolling to tbe bottom... . '
, Upon 'reaching ' the erest-of.a ridge bythe usual
toilsome"process, .we unexpectedly beheld in the sue­
ceeding hollow the tiled roofs of Valverde~ ' The·ap..;
~earanee - ofthiamountain villngewas very unlike the '
Invariable :aspect ,of'Andalucian pueblos. ' With very'
few <exeeptions, 'the. exterior oí the houses remained
untouched bythe whlteweshingmania soprevalentiin
Spain, -and 'they stood,therefore, in' the native',co]our '
of.the dark red stone of whiehthey were constructed¡
thls,together withthe hue , oí- .their rroofs, <mnde 'it '

,seemás if" aconflngrntion .had latelysweptthroughthe ",,
st~eets, and given 'to' thewbole the dull and .caleined
aspeet';thcy'now .wore~ ' : While our mozo was ·tending
ourhorses', in ' tbe' inn, Don ' Ignacio , undT strolled '
throu?~ the village~ , ~ ' ~ Ori eaeh sidewe','found . sorobre ' ,
~~elh.ngs,-remarkable .only for ~heir gloom .nnd~ome- . , "

ness. from :thes~we turned with more satísfaction to
examine the ~ostume oftheír femiriine inmates; wliích-.. ,
Was:sumci~ntlysingülar; ~ , '"



174 COSTUME' OF' INHABITANTS OF ' VALVERDE.

:- A dark blué pettieoat-reaéh ésa little way beIowthe
knea.showing offto advantagea neatIy turned leg .and
anklevwhichIs-incased·in astocking of tbe same coIour,
órnamented .with white clocka.vThesboes .are of the
unbJackedleathercommonly wom bythe peasantryin
this part oí Andaluciá.· In place offhe mantillave
black sbawl covers the head;' the top ofwhich is 'often
surmonntedbya Quaker~1ike' hat. , The .women of
Valverde enjoy-the reputatiou-of being pretty, .and
theiruppearanee .'did not belie reporto , Their com­
plexions-eregenerelly fair~~astyle of'beautj' "highly
prizedin Andalueier-when to this are: added cheétnut
Iocks and a bloómingeheek, they are then provided,
with the sum total of charros that; in the .eyes of the
Andalucianmajo, complete his picture oí, femaIe loveli-

,ness.As we walked through the streets, .it .was in-
cumbent on our polite ñess ·to 'exehange greetings with
the ·vanous familiesthet sat nt·tbeir thresholds, plying

,their.householdoceupations in that public position, in
"preference'to the dark interior oftheir dweIlings. The
accent in which r theyspoke sufflcientlybetrayed their
Moorishancestry;itwasthick and gutturnl, "and as
dift'erent from the drawl nndclipped Cnstilian: of Se­
ville or Cadiz, as the English of Yorksbire is from that
01 Bowbells. On the partitíon, brought intoview.by
the door.being .kept open-c-which .is the fate of ~lDe

out of ten doors in the village-é-the good bousewlv,es
, hang·,up for display 'such urticlee asthey think wIIl
. havean 'imposing 'eifect upon the '. mi ñdsóf .observers.
' Among these, potsand pans in brightsrray 'made the

, .•···· ~ost important figure ;while·tbe interstlees. were .fiIl.ed
' up withipictures,looking-glnsses, images of the VnglD,

.....••.... ~~dotherfinery. ....<,..: <,'.: L " " " " ' . . " . '

. • As we "ere on our.wayb~ck ,tothe inn, we came to

-.'.'. .... '< • . ' . •

'" ;' ·"." ,'/,i
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a building whose narrow windows and gloomyappear­
anee Iedus without inquiry to understand its use; and
myccmpanion turned aside tolook in through a.close
grating .thst' admitted light and air to one of the dun- .
geons, lt was so dark wíthin thatnothing wasvisible;.
andwe should have concluded it waswithout atenant,
bad not a volee issued from a comer,and in deep tones
cried, , "Que hay?" "La bahiajuntoa : Cadiz," .
promptIy replied my friend ;: and to this the other as
quickly · rej oined, : " Y tambienal . Puerto.". What
tbismeans, the. unitiatedreader wiII probably.beat a
loss.to know; . and 1 8ba11 thereforé inform bim ·that it
was merelyan exchange oí slang, in which the advice
to mind each .other's business 'vas .tendered on both
sides. ·Our friendinthe comer, however, folIowed up
his adviee with a v~iety óf ·remarks upon .our .outward .
appearance ; .and as inthis he had a great advantage,
from beinghimself invisible, the combat :WIlS' 80·.un­
equalthat we .left him to growl ·out· his anathemas in
solitude. · 'H e was one of theseven prisoners whose
e~cape from the prison of Moguer 1 have already men­
boned. . They had fled towards the .sierraby the ronte
'\Veourselveshadtaken;. and thisindividual, being un­
able 'from fstiguetókeep pacewith hia-comrades, at­
tempted to coriceal himself in 'sorne growing com.near
the vil1age~ . ~ .:It .chanced, however,that ·he was .espied
by: a.corregidor, who observing somethingeuspicious in
tllls movement;,:demanded ofhim what . he wás doing .
there~Herepliedthathe cametoreap tbe corn, and
that bis fellow-reaperá; ;havitig got .drunk, h ád.l éft him
th~re~: ,.This · answer ,not ' nppearing' satisfactory to .the··•.
corregtdor, thepassport .was .demanded," .The other ,at

. first.attempted toquestion the authority oí :the village
Omc1al,..but on the .latter .déspatching .a friend for his
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gun,at last admitted th:it hewas without a pássport,
and was ready to go to prison. . , . .

A path like that bywhich we approachéd Valverde
continued to windalongthe ridges of the sierra, tilI.at
sunset it brought us toZalamea la-Real. Without
being savage 'or sublime, there was a stern and lonely
aspect about thescenery, that powerfullyimpressed the
feelings ; we.did .not meet acreature by the way, ~ save
onevwbo first .became visible as anobject atendiagon
tbe summit of a distant roek, and leaning upon.what
my fríend imaginedto beaneseópeta. Both be and
themozoimmediately jumpedto the -conclusionthat
hemustbe one ofthe fugitive prisoners from ,Moguer,
~perbaps tbescoutof bis .eomrades inthe neíghbcur..
hood ; .ahd in a trice .tlieirown píeees were cocked,
andiprepared foroaction. ·As usual,.u was 'a false
alarmr-the suapiciouabheracter proved to .be a goat·

. herd tendingbis flock and leaningon his staff, and
probablyconducted to thateonspicuous position .byno
other motive than tbe wish to seeasmuch as could 'he
seen of .life, in the solitude,where bis'days were spent.
Doubtlesshewas an honest trian 'and true, butclotbed
as bewas in eheepsldns from head to .foot,.and .eyeing
us intently from under a weather-beaten sombrero, he
lookedthesavnge and robber toperfection. .

.' . Itwas~boliday in Zalamca,as appeared by.many
tokens. , Upon 'thestepsof a stone cross by the road­

.side,.as we 'entered, was sented , a party of "viJlage
'~ maidens~ : clad intheir hrayest áttire• .' .One.of them was

playing'the guitar,totbesound of whieh .two others
.. .'Weredancingthefandango; but as soon nstheycaught
, '. sightof ·us :tbe 'dnnce was stopped,and tbt; pairo ron
; away·' tobide .; themselveajmiong ,.their compaDlo~S.

. ;Fü~t~eÍ'· on~ ~ ~e were .descending· t~e steep a~d slIp"
'. ': .. ',' : .~.; '. .

',.1'
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perystreets of the village, another.party carne in view. .
diverting themselves witb a11 the simpliéity of a moun- '
tain .life. 1twas a sort of procession tbey formed, and
the foremost couple advanced with tbeir arms wound
round each otber's necks, and singing sorne Andalucian
strain,to which tbe others now .and then joined in .
chorus :their bashfulness was .not awakened by "our
presenee, and the song contimied, probablyto tbe words
of acouplet improvised inallusion toourselves, -as .is
the common practice in this land of music and songo

The 'situation of the vil1age was not unlike thatof
Valverde. 1t occupied thecentre of a deephollow in

. the sierra; shut out from the ,world, and from evcry
prospectbut .the heavens overhead; -by a girdle . of
mountain masses, as' treeless and withered as .if .:spring
was astranger to the place.>. 'I t seemedv.indeed,'as 'if
the verdure that .might .have crept along their stony
sides had been swept down to the vi1lng~; and the little
platformon:which it stood : .here, from tbe .luxuriance
of vegetiLtion, the 'ab~ndanc'e ' of 'snug hedge-rows, and
thegeneralair ofindustry around,·the prospect was as.
cheerftil .and animating ,as -the ' other wus the rev~rse.
'I'h évlllage .ítselí' wae.in nothing superior to its neígh­
boun, but was excessively clean-a distinction it shares .
lDCommon withrnany townsof.thispartof the sierra..­
It is'no exaggeration to say, that upon-theirstrects,as
tl.l~sayingis,.youmightsafelyeat your .dinner. We
VISlted ·the church, which contained nothing worthyof
re~ark .; -. but .upon' .iasuing. from,it our.·friend . Don
DIonisio'~'was .waitlng nt.the door to welcome us .
to his,'native village, ; DouDionisio .was. an .opulent .
farmer' ;,with:,whom l: had _~ beeomevacquainted ,. in
Mo~er,a~d onhiadeparture Ter Zalamea·had ·kindlY .·
charged 'himself, with-.thecommission ~; t o ' procure .me.

. . ' 1 5 ' · .
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, a ' ' " ,
horses or mules for my joumey to Cazalla; he now
ínformed me that he had engaged for me a couple -of
mules and a mozo to be depended upon. A cordial

, welcome, however, WRtJ not the whole of Don Dioni­
sio"s kindness ; he conducted us to hís horne, and in-

, ' sisted upon.our makingit our quarteraas long as we
sojourned in the vilIage. It was an act of charity, for
which I regrettéd 1 couId not offer a more substantial
acknowledgment than 'thanke ; for, in trutb,any place
wouId have beena paradise .compáred witb the wretched

" abode, half atable, half caravanserai,.tllat passed as the
inn of the -place. ' , . '

, Early ;·the next moming Don Ignacio and myself
were in 'the saddle, and waiting beside :a fountain, on
the outskirts of tlie.village.for a friend, who had pro­
mised to accompany and guide us to the mines of tbe
Río 'I'into. ' As soon as he áppeared, (we struck into a

.bridle-path, ,that erosaedr several 'ridges where their
summits were most brokenand precipitous, and W8S

,altogetherso villanously bad, that nearly an hour nnd
, a half -elapsed ere we accomplished the whole distance,
'which was no more than.a lcaguc, or four miles; FroID
the .moment of starting, 'however, the pointof our
destination waafndicatedto oureyes by a column of
thín white 'vapourHsing uninterruptedly frorn-. ene
spot, and thcnstreaming awayto the south.i this was

, ' thesmokeoccasioned by the ·'ealeination oí. ,tbe ,coppcr
", ore.before it ,is.removed to the snielting fumaces.. As
.-: we drew .nlgh 'to'"tl1e :mines, the scenery became 'm()re

, ' and drenry'; ? ~t one ' point,:onrounding. the
OU"Ull'U:.l ofa"rockimnge~ there,rosebeforeus "a rld~e

hue,evei'y cliff nlÍdroc~ofwhich, in ndd~­
assumed,seemed as lf

. th,c fllI~powe~ful . · nction offire.
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A Httle further on, the village of the Rio Tinto carne
into víew, situated in a ilarrow vale formed by the con­
tinuation of 'the ridge just mentioned and another
equally loftY; ,' on , its sides hung so~e ' straggling
pines, and occasional patches of cultivation, to balance
the gauntiaspect of the other, uponwhichsterility
seemed branded for ever. My first move, on ,reaching
the vilIage, was to present a letterof introduction, of
which 1 was .the bearer, to the chief director ,of the
mines; and as soon as that gentleman .comprehended
the purport ofmy visit, he volunteered tooaccompany
us through them as soon as he had .heard mass. ·

In the mean.time we strolled, after Ieaving himv .to
the mouthof the shaft from which the ore was drawn
up. The whole machinery, if .indeed it .was worthy of :
tho.t title, was of the rudest description. ' I t simply
consisted , of a , windlass, at whíeh .four men . were .
~tationed,and undergoing the severest labour in ,draw- ,
lDg up bucketfuls of ore, . On one of the party makíng
a remark to. that effect, the oldest oí the labourers ,
bitterly exclaimed, ', ,',' Si, Y para ganar seis reales; '.'
and, in.truth,fiftecn ,pence was but a poor requital for
t~e'iIicessant toil demanded by their occupation. . .T he ' .
dIrector, aS soon as his morning devotions allowed him,
led us toadoorin.theside ofthe mountain, .over
which animage of theVirginwasplaced; towatch over
thesafety of all who passed beneath.it " .'I'his was the " .
entrance ,for ,the 'minera . and .others; a Jongpnssage
then becamevisible,which we traversed."without-In­
convenience · till we:nrrived 'st n :shaft, where it was
necessary, todescend .by ladders.: . .The. gnllery .was
perfectly dry,:withtheexception oí orie or two spots
JlIPon.~hich .. ~oisture .was ':perceptible;' and over othese
panks were lald~ ~~ :' ; ~ , r. . . .
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. This precaution is absolutely necessary, ~ for the
-water of tbe mines is so sureharged with the "sulphate
-of eopper as to corrode anddestroy almost everything

:. -with whichit comes in contacto On descending :the
.laddera, ,we found the temperature sensibly increasing,
.and then entered a loftYand vaulted gallery, the result
-of the workings of" ages. . . Theore does not run in
'veíns, asis usual in other mines,but is found dissemi­
nated.in the rock, which here forms entire hills, The
process, therefore, of extractingit is .very'simple ; it is
nctimining ·but quarrying, -nothing more beingneces­
8ary thanto hewoutthe rock and send it in blocks to
.the: furnace. As if, however, to . vcounterbalance the
easewithwhich it isobtained, the percentage of metal

.is so pOOl as searcely torepay the Iabourof the minen ;
three per cent., as L was informed; being the utmost

obtained frorn the ,.'richest .portions ;of ,th_e rock. On
sllpanaof this spacious ~lIerj,above ourheads, and
on-its sides, were beautifulcrystn1lisations of eopperas;

. thesewerecaused by,the water that percolated through
the -crevíces .of the roeks,and, spreading .over rhe
íntenoÍ'surface, depositeda liningof the most dclicate
blue and white tint it was possible toimagine. Fur·
ther on,weentered ,Q 'síde gallery, inwhieh the tempe­
raturewas equal. to :tllat'ofan :oven, and here were a
few i rninersatwork,stripped ofevery unnecess:'ry
article of clothing,yet :with the perspiration streamlng
from every.ípore. ·. Tbeir hnggard ·looks "and:'waste,d

,.i'.'. ",forms ,aufflelentlydenoted-jhé unhealthineee of thelI
.. " ,:o~cupation, :: and howdearlyexistencewas purchas:d'.

' ? ' ¡, The pri~eipal attrnetionof themine,however, 18 lts
stream :of8uJphateof :~!,pper,withoutw}¡icb it is ques­

, tion~ble ,wl1e~~er its working -,w~uld :not , b~ '.abandone~:
Thewaters lSsucfrom :tbe mme at two .or three d

" , .:~ i , '
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'ferent points, . and 'are collected ' 0. Iíttle belowxhe
village into a stream towards which we bent our 'steps
to behold the silent formation 'of the copper, by a pro­
cess we owe tothe lighiof,science. Along the bed
of the stream D,' wooden. trough was conducted, into

, , which the waters ' flow, and in this were .laid-platea of
hon. ' By a chemicalaffinity it is unneeessary to ex­
plain; the partielesof theiron are so ' acted uponas to
be replaced by those oC coppervwhichvwhenrefined,
yieldñom seventy 'to ' eightyper cent. 'of purametal,

, As soon asone plate is judged to becompletely trans­
muted, it is removed, and nnother aubstitutedvso.fhat,
the procesa is ' continually in' action. ·Our ' conductor
lifted up -one of thelids placed to prevent extmtÍeous
substances from falling' into tbe troughs, and 'showed to
ourview the eopperat the bottom, retaiuing theoriginal
form or·the ironplates; 'nnd by the forcevof the cur­
rent bumished as'bright 'nsany handcould make it.
, ' On taking o.portion of it in the hand it-erumbled
mto powder, and when dry; was scarcelyto be dis..
tinguished from rthe rustiof' iron..: The water, 'it is
hardly necessaey to say; was Intensely.acid,.from whenee

, ~he 'stream:is termed:the"ú agua agria." : Lower down,
1t ,serves" to turn áwheel vemployed in the smelting-:
11Ouse) wherein-every .part-of' -themechinerywes ;con";
structed on the most rude , and simple manner; ,"A '
good deal:oftbe :copper issenttoSeville;whcre it is
used .in' tbe •cannon ,founderí és, ,and ·R smaller portien
~nds its ' ,wayto Segovia, COl the-purpose of ::being

, ls~ued iri the 'shape oCcoin.': ,Thé'chiefobstacle, how-
ever,t~ tbe profltable working.of the minecarises from

, the. "sealcity;aad "consequent- deamess.of .fuel. "-:Tite
~rt~cle ';~p~ncipal1y, ,if not ' sol e.ly,: ~ useu 'is 'pirie'.woo~,
h1Ch}s , ~rought from a great dlstan~e . on .thebacks
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of mules: the . nearer .Iocalities have long 'ago been
exbausted of their timber, while' from the improvident
spirit.so characteristic of tbis country, no pains have
been taken to rear up forests in tbe room of those .the
axe hascleared away.Very lately tbe price of wood

.had risen, .in consequence of the increased distance
fromwbence it must be brought; and sbou1d a further
rise. take place" the efi'ect would .be ruinous .to the
establishment-. ' Mounting our horaes, we followed the
windings . oí tbe road till it brought us to Planes,
where there is a manufactory of coppems, the production

.of whíeh is effected by tbe boiling and evsporation of
tbe agua agria. ' Here, as in tbe otber establishment,
everytbing was primitive andrude; the fuel wasthe
brusbwood .of theneighbgurbood, .·:bundlcsof which
were from time totime cast below some eopper pans

.in which the.liquid was heated; inanot~e~ comer were
sorne tuba providedaith sticks,.upon,whichvwhen it

I., . cooledcthecopperas might.crystaIlise.
I Planes.. is situated;or ,- mther hangs, upon the side
I .ofthemcuntaín ridge'that holds tbe ore.'. in its depths.
l'-. From tbencewe proceeded to the::.sito.oftheancient
I .mines by a narrow patb, where a stumb1e .or fa1sestep
¡ of .our horses inight ha:ve :scnt the..luck1ess .rider down

I
the..steep .declivity into thebed .oftheRio Tinto,

.'somehundreds of .feet below.' ...'I'hesearesituated on
1,:.. the.reverse of the ridge, very nearly at .theback of the
1 : .: ' .<:, 'Jnóde1'I;1' ;workings~ As, the . path approached them it
'<' ''i ::~' : : ':c:' · : ' ~fas :.fringed o~ . either side bycorkdtrees, ~ki,..ti~g fiel::

" ,.. ··•• 0 ripeninggrain; and.:flnallywoun .! ,~etween lmmen
....:,. ' ' heaps of 'scorim and rubbish,that rose grim. nndswarthy

.' .: ',>:',. ' aboye the)uxuriantscene. .: l n:trutl1, .coritinued billocks
: or ;the:1atter;attested. the ' imtiquitY..ofthe .mines, and

-"';'" ',' . th~t9il$j)rpastgenerations. :",' . .... '
• . .• • • . . ' . ,: -.' o" ' ,e '
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There were, besides, other memoriala of the past in
the vestigesthat survived of the ancient Beetica, for.
here was once a Roman town, ealled into existence by
the mineral treasures of the mountain. "I'hese relies,
for the most part, consisted of large .bloeks hewn out
of the reddish stoneof the neighbourhood, inter­
mingled with .fragments oí overthrowncolumns ; close
by was .the· cavern-like entranceto the ancient mines.
Atwhat date,or by whom, the ore was first extracted,
we havé no means oí nscertaining ; but; at a11 ~ events,
from the discovery in an old working of an inscription
tothe :EmperorNerva,we may form semenotionas to
the antiquity of the town thatbad Roman miners for,
its population, and fell in the general deeay of the
Roman empire, ..' .. '.. '. ... .. . . '

,Following againthe same path, werenaced our steps
tOZalamea,whieh was reaehed about three o'elock,
and ,without .loss of time Don Ignacio determined.to
proceed, in arder , to reachValverde .tbat evening.
Qu~parting .was, 1 trust, one ofmutual regret; neither
before n~r since didImeet in .Andulucla hisequal fOI

manly feeling, nora nature which so quicklyawakeried
confidenee ando friendship; .end short .as our intimacy
had been; 1 íelt. .on leaving him; as ir Ihad quitted an

, <:>Id fiiend. EarIy Ilext morning Lwas on theroad to
Aracena, :tbe mostnorthernofthe towns 1 purposed
visitjn~ .in this group of sierras. Our route for nearly a
le~gue was. the same .by whieh we journeyed tojhe
mmes, but when nigh.them.my moz.ostruck off .10 the
left, 'a~dthen our path skirted ti ridge on which seem~d .
tracedthe witheringcffects of fire.. ..The whole.seene
was n picture ,o,f savagedesolation; ...andthough nowit
laY~nsilenccaIld grlmrepoeevthere were yetso many ,-
vestI~es?fru~tlous :de~tru~tion visible, tbnt thethoughts
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'irresistibly reeurredto tbe period when 'the huge masses
. around were glowing with heat, and tbe ,sierra itself

reeling amid the convulsive movements of nature. On
, a11 sides rocks were riven and shattered, and displayed
ontheirsides every varietyof swarthy colour, while in
many places the path wound:beneath cliffs of a deep
blood-redhue, unrelíeved by a solitaryspeck of ver­
dure. . The transition was, therefore, the more unex­
pected and welcome, when, .oathe other side oí the
range,1 looked upon a smiling prospect of fruitfulness
and plenty-s-an undulating expanse covered wíth fields

, , of wheat and cork-trees. ' ' T his was the character of
the scenery forhours, 'till, on nscending a heíght, there
roseinto view the castle of Aracena: ita brown massee
occupied the summit . rof a Iofty peak, .from.which, as
froma centre; a sierra ' oneither sidestretched away
into tbeblue llOrizon.It wnslost lo view ns soon aS
weideacended a'few paces into 'a wo,oded slope, at the

,bottom of which rthe village · of Campo Frio unex..
'pectedlyuppeared. ienvironed witb trees, and aItogether
. the most picturesque : of': the-villeges.1 had yet seen.

' W e bent oursteps to tbeposnda,tbere tOIDakeour
ncontideirepast, < .I twasumiserable cabinvand the
master .ofJt ·was a short, square-built,. hard;.featured
man,wbom we had passed loungiog atthe 'door of a

:::: ,' > ' . rieighborir'shouse, andwho speedily made bis appear..
... , ,-ance t o receive hisguests. 'I'o receivevhis guests!
:.~ ' ,::Alas! forthem, scant ís"the welcome in store when,

\ ' faint', and weary, theyetand at tbe open<d(l(}l of t~e

: :' .· ~":.', Venta ior' p·osacIa. ,They enter:if tlle.inn.keeper.be ID

< :' " :. a :partic\lJurly ;good hulllour, he deigns tocast them
" alook,:or,perbaps :inquj,res from ,~herice thcy com~,

"_and ',sometimes ' goes' so' far as tO"sho\V where theír
animals, may be stalled: if, however, na is usually the

: .': . . .. .. _'_ " ' , , " 0", , ' " . " " "';" '\".__ o", :
: '-, . ; . ,' :: :: : ; ' ~' : .'

... ~: .. ;: .-::/ ".-". ::"~ :.: ',: ".:'; .";:. " ¡<".;'~:":; -"'>~ ' ... "......: ".
:.:.." .' :::: ~"' :~~.', ..... ., .,'. . - . . .. .
. - . -. /.-::.; .:'-.' " , : ': ' .~ ': ..::' ". : : :.":;. : ~ .' :: '. '
" : : ' ~~ '.: .:~ ',':' . ? ~;-/ .~:- ;" ::.'.::. .:., ',:' ... . .;;.;..:': ".
~ · :'. ".; : _.\T:~: ~::- ;:·:'·.:· ' . .;.:;: -.', : -~. :: '<.;>< .. .,'. - .,..".
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case, his 'temper be mine of the ' best~ he 'sits at ,. the
doorway apparently unconscious of the arriva1 or de­
parture of the strangera, orelse onlymarldng their
movemenls with asullen aspecto ' All this would be a
triHe unworthy of aught but a moment'snotice, were
it not coupléd with so mueh' <barefaced 'roguery and
extortion 'as altogether 'to make the compound of in­
civility and imposition .athing very hard to swallow.
Mfhost,however, of .Campo Frio, belonged tothe
betterorder of ihis: clotb, .and 1 , reproached. myself
before lhad been ten 'minutes under his roof for certain
unchafitabIe inferences suggested :by' hisimprepossess­
ing ·ex~erior. Pointing .to myself, headdressed the
mozo: ,u Italiano?" "Not'~'rep1ied the otherr "Ingles?"
'''Ah,'' he continued; turningto ' me, 'HL 'speaks Eng­
lish;", andin thasame breath, as,ir it wasnweight
upon his consciencejof which he 1must be rid by .com­
munication with me,proceeded to .unfold ·his 'history.
This, in tr:uth,wns .en 'eventful one. '· He had served
as a soldier'in the 'War of Independence, and,in one.of
theluckl ess f defeete suatained by his conntry's arms,
w~s rnade a prísonerby.the French. ,What índuced
h1mtoenter theirservice he did not choose tosay;
but,at all eventstbe was witbdmwn fromSpain, 'snd
'was ' ,8 -sharer intbeopening.battlesoftlleRussian
campaign. , Fortiuiately :for himselfr.hedeserted tothe
Russians .eight ,or.:ten days before the "buming' ;of
Moscow.and tbedisastrous retreat toothe' Yistula, .but,
not.liking tbcserviée of bis new masters,begged :tobe
dehv~red to the Jnng1isll~ The :requestwns granted,
and In ' co~rse of ,time hereached ·England, and was
placed ina,deptlt:ofSpaninrds somewherc'nearLondon
Therehe remainedfor nearly a yeár,andwas ' atJength ~
restored tohisnative,'; country '. by: .waf of'Gibraltar.

. ' . . ~ .
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Although a prisonerduring the whole of that time,
bis: recol1ection of England eppeared to be far froro

. unpleasant. . Much .pralse .did be bestow uponthe
. .treatmentof himself and fellow-eaptives, and, in par-

.' ticular,helingered with so mueh satisfaetion upon the
. ,days when his ration of bread and meat was as much as
' . he could devour, that 1 fancied healmóst wisbed them
. backagaln, though at the expenseofhis liberty• . AH

tbiswas narrated In Spanish,the·.English of my host
ba\1ngbroken down before a. few words had passed his
lips; yet, ludicrousas it was, no small pride did he feel
in bis proficiency, and, as 1 could see, was coñsidered

. 'a prodigy,ofleaming by .an admiring. audience, com-
posedof bis,wife and children," , 'i . . ' . . . . .

. . " In the mean timamy mozo displayed our ·stockof
.'eateblea .upon a table so low that no human legs could
fínd-room under it, "andwith ..mueh gmvity'proceeded

.' tomakea gaspacho. ": Thisis an Andalueianeompóund
.: .~the dish,·par ·excellenc8; of the country. .Marcos

.. pulled forth acoupleóf homs-c-onefilled.with oil, and
. . ....theothérwithvineg~~aroll of'bread, and then coro-

:meneed bruisinga little garlic in.a .wooden bowl- that
likewisewas extractcd from.hiawallet.. .'. -Into this was

poured a portion of the. oil aud.vínegar, a eouple oí
onions previouslycut into· picecs;:andlastly, 'some
large slíces of bread being crnmbled·into it, water was

"added.to.thebrim.jmd thcn tlleart oí tbe cuisinier was
::,.:,: ·;· exhausted. ' / ·Of . ~his >savourymess;he :'offered ' me .3

: > " ~ : : abare; ;buthalf-a-dozen.apoonfulssufficed .to satisfy ~Y
: : :< ' : : > · . ~Uri08ity, : and Lpreferred tbedrybread •and rne~t ~¡th

,:;.<:};,;:;,. : ~~ich )vcJwere proyided./ Seeing:this,rny .host ~nvl ted
i~::<;,< ;' p1 e.t~ ' a'.shnre.of ·a i'epast he had·. prepa~ed :for :bl~self,
:;' .•. .;:,.; j )Jl :Q' table.aalowand uneomfortable ". as.tbat 'at.WhlCh 1
~:\:; '/";:' w~ ,'~~áted '~f '! Yainl j ,::':!:,endcavourc4' to:'e'xcuse ' royself,

• ',:' ~; ~. .. "v. -. ' . "', ". :. ".:.. -.

:...:','/' "'-'" :<;
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protesting thát 1 'was not hungry; that L could not
think of trespassing on his hospitalityr and soforth,
No:deníal would be taken by my host; except as,an
offenceto himself; andwith many misgivings, there­
fore, 1 arose and placed myselfopposite him, Between
us 'Vas a bowl; : containinga dark-Iooking ..fluid-e-the
black broth.of Sparta was not more,repelling-on tbe
surfaee of which were floating several fragments .of
meat ; : while from time to time tbe hand of my enter...
tainef,which .water had not in all probability touched

. for a monthy.was.ímmersedinthe mess, irípurauit of
othersthat were hidden to.the eye• . Athis sidewasa
baske~,containingbread,eggs, andother edíbles, whieh
he drew 'outaud placed before .. me: with theair .of a ...
man:.who had seen the world, He cast alook of con­
tempt at the fork .with which 1 físhed out.-one ortwo
oí the floatingpieces, :imd doubtless must have, mar­
velled much at·tbe heeltation,with which l .swallowed
them; but, asa good citizen of theworld, he said no­
th,ing, .andnllowed me to finishwith thebread, . At .
parting~ mysurprisewas áwakened whenhe sturdilyre­
fusedto ·.accept.•..of .'any'.•recompe~se , for :the .Httlé we
demanded. , u No, no," .be said,' .' 'c.you ure an English...
roan, and lwill ·take nothing fromyou, ,for 1 have
eatenth~bread:or your' ,country; .end,:.moreover, ir
Jau·passthis way ngain, .Iwil1 give yon:o. linetoa
cousinofrninewho Iives in thePlaza (i.e. Gibraltar),

. and has a .situation -in. the .:establishment of .'. thacon­
tractorof provisionsto the g~rrison ; ·and.for my sake
l ..am certai~ . he.wíllshow'.you every.attEmtion~~': · ·•. Even
an.attemptto slip apeseta into the .hand.of-one of the
.chtldren·:wasnolessfinnly.repulse~; , and 1 quitted.his

. roor,- glad to l eam t hat Jri ixing with· the wcrld does not
. al~~YS, e~~iilguish,.the . better .feelings of our nature.:,>.•... .: .....
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e ," Descendingtheslope on which the villagelies; we
crossed a valleyclothed with evergreen oaks, and slowIy
climbed the mountain confronting us, In this fashion

.we toiled with patient industry amid the labyrinths of
a wild mountain range, our mules creeping up the steep
acclivities by paths winding to 'the summits; and again
descending their opposite sides.with :cautious .steps.

. After three hours spent in this tortoise-like advance,
our nearer approaehto Amcena was announced by the
greaterabundanceof trees by the wayside, and ficIds of
~rrainscattered over themountain slopes. .Our path
upthe ascent, crowned bythe 'eestleof Aracena, was
between hedges and walls, whose appeamnce recaIled
tbe lanesand hedgerows of England. .In Andalucia
there is in general nootherdivision between fíelds and

" properties but that presented byrude embankmente of
'earth,~ 'on whíehthealoe andpricklypear, 'with their
panoply-of tboms, 'set at ' déflancethe passage of roan
'and beast. If well tended, moreefficient fences can­
not ' be; but the eareóf thehusbandman generalIy
-eeeseswith the 'ñrst formation ·of the hedge i it is left
to tbriveor decayjust aschance ,may decrce, and
hencefhe usual prospect that 'meetsthe eyeof the
traveller ,on .súrveying a cultivated expense, ,is to be­
hold it dotted.with solitary aloes, markingwhere feD~~S

once stood. ,Here however the reversewns VISI·

:few traces oCcarelessness were observable, eitller
oreultivetion ;:and 'havjng everywl1ere

nature inthis ríeh"and .' fertile country
the people, it was a

in the midst of
similar to

the >obstacles' of an
metandovercome. ,
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Notbing could be more picturesque ·thnn the situa­
tion of tbe town when it became visible upon emerg­
ing from the Iane by which our npproach was made.
It 1ny in n secluded hollow.of the mountains, formed
bythe height on which the ·castle stood and a corre- .
sponding eminence at 'DO ' great' distance, and was over­
hung on all sides by woody slopes, . High aboye it
were craggy ridges,upon whichthe blast might howI,
but itsvoice could scarcely descend to .the sequestered
·noak ínwhieh the townrose,so deeply was it recessed
within its encompassing heights. Ina few moments .
.we trav érsed the streets, here as elsewhere in ' the towns
a~dvillages of'.the sierraremarkably olean, .and halted
befare the posadaywhich proved toobe .thebest.I had
yet'met. out of Seville; inasmuch' as.it boasted of a.
decent 'apartment or two,' not altogether devoid of a .
regard to the tmveller's ~comfort, '; . .'.,
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CHAPTER VIII.'

ARACENA.-ITS CASTLE.~THE IliTOXJCATED PRtEST.-ErFEOr OF

THE SCENERY~- EL PALACtO.- LOSE OURWAY.- D1VOUAO IN

THS SIERRA.-SANTA MARIA.-THE DEDATE.--THE LOST BURRO.

MINE host, though anything buta jolly fellow in
proportions, for a breath might haveblown hirnaway,
was at ··heart disposed to be -complaisant, and on my
inquiring for a:guidetothé Iíons of the town; volun­
teered ;his own ·services for thatpurpose.Our first
visit was to tlle 'castle/whose turrets had'been for half

..the.day the object of my eontemplation; and after a
"' steeRpull westood under. the walls. Near the sum­

mit stands .a ehureh, to all appearance constructed out
of a portien of -.the ancient fortiñcations, ·but in the
interior exhibiting trocesof the early Gothic style of
architecture, 'The custodier was sitting on tbesteps as
we approached-avener,able oldmauywhose flowing
beardandfantastic costume, addedtothestaiF he bore
in-hiabaud, wcre in strict keeping with thetitle of

..... : : : . hermit by.which my.guide accosted hi~;in other
timeshemighthavepassed .asa'pilgrim, pausing here
:to rcst:before •• ••. rcsuming ;his'weary .•. progresa to some

,, ' holyshrlne• .
w

" ' . " · ' ..... ', < . .. .
.., :"} .F~()m the summit.a,wide andvaricd prospect opened

,· : : ;,/<. ~o tbe ey~.:· ,., •. To thesoutb / stretched ··asuccession .of
, ; '? ;?, .... pl~in~ .·.·an~ valleys, tbeir < fruitful:soil,.',overspread w1tb

..." ' <,,,. ·\·.•• vegetation; .and . :beyond~hese, · · in -the distance, a

.';" ',",,: ' ~ :"

i ..':.::" ...... .'r.:
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wildemess of sierrasjupouwhosegient erests the gloom
of evening was sinkingfasto In the opposite direction
the town layat, -C?ur feet, ' apparently struggling for a.
footing with tbe ridge that ron parallelwith -' that on
whieh we stood, and wherever the mountains .receded,
sending out long linés of streeta :to fill up 'the level
spaces between. . -

Atthcbackofthechurch .my guide direcfedmy
attentiontonn.aÍ'ch ofbríckbuílt into the rock, and
bearing undoubted troces of great uatiquity. . ·A t tbe
top of·thé pillara, upon which tbe arch rested, it was
possible to detect sorne -traces of sculptural embellish­
ments,althoughso obliteratedby the hand of-time as
to render theirehape or -characteru -merejnatter -of'
conjecture; :" Don't· you 'think this looks like -the .
head of á bull ?l' said my guide, pointing to one OI the
carvings, which consisted of a few linea .scored: upon ,
the surface of.the smooth stone, With sorné assist­
ance from my lmagination ldiscovered th éresemblance; .
and then,'continued he, "Dóes notthis look IikeIts .
tail?" , Now,ifitreally,~asn itai1,it was -j ust as Jike .
a'peacock's ns:a bull's, and so 1 suggested to..myhost,
,butwit~ , trueantiqunrinn fervour .hescouted Íny r~
1ll~rk" as beingeonceived in a' shamefully. sccptical ..
~pirit•.•...:He thenproceeded to narrate, how thcre .was
lnr~lation to.this bull an-ancientprophecyiwhieh thus
ran o, " ,1 '.fr " d . ' .: h .. .. . " (.

. 0 . , . n , ente, e este 't oro, •.. ay !un .tesoro ":, m
~ont · of this bullther álies ,a" treasure) :',:,'.' but whether .
it b: amile,orayard ,distant;how,deep~ ;or howtobe
obtamed, 'no;mnn,"::,said royhost, .;" can tcUr,::Had
~y host exercise4as 'muchoimngüíation 'iu;regardto the
lnt~rpreta.tionor,the ·proph;ecy ' as -hehnd displayed:'iIi
decY~~ering ,this , memorial-of ..the :páat,: he, might ',have' . '••,."
p~rcelve4 tha~the; :treas~ewhich lay ~ in ,fróñt ';,was ~,the

, "'>" ,
, '.~ " : :--' •• • ' '. A • • • • •- - • : '. ,

• : . :.~ .. :~ ,: O', : : .: -,:;\:~•• /::
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rich and fertile .country overvwhose 'vinej ards and
pastures, fields of grain.and olive-groves. vthe eye could
not wander without recognising in them a source of
wealth far more .'lasting.and oprofitable than hidden
gems or gold; but influenced by the spirit of his
countrymen-a spirit whichwould consume daya or
months,in digging for buried riches, in the hope of
nttniningwealth by a suddenboundj .ratherthan by the
toilsome .path oflaborious exertion-c-hecould divine no
meaning in the tradition further thnn tbnt prompted by
itaIiteral rending and.hls .ownunbouuded faithin the
existence of treasures 'beneath the soil•.

Of:the castle' itself, nothing remained but fragments
ofmouldcringwalls and.ruined bastionsto. aUest that
it once had been n stronghold of .importance. As a
modero fortress, it was incapable of tbeelightest de-
fence ; 'but .from the earebestowed 'upon. its fortifica­
l.ionsby· tbe Moora, and -the multitude of sguare
towerSby whicb every accessible pointwas defended,
it was ··. mnnifcát .thnt, beforethe era of" modern warfare,
it'must,ha,ve played animportant partin the fortunes
of the surroundíng district.' . One custom.still '1ingered,
eoeval, 'probably, withtbefoundation of these walls­
andvon the ,seore:of,·its.utilitysurviving ,·tbelapse of
ages, and the ruin, thnthad overtaken tbeir turbaned
fotinders~~very ~evening,at . :súnset, · a ligbt is dis­
played from the ',.toweroftbechurchbywhich t~e

.······· lower :.peak .•of':thisfastness íeerownedt .the light rs
.mnintained. ;till .moming,': and'is \,dedicated.··to the

,.;, <Virgin,'whofromthat .cireumst.aneeis:styled;" Nues­
:;; tm .8eñora'.< de:Guia.'.' ; \.She,·is·t he,. protectress oí. the
," .bela~edtmveIler~ .' to:-wbom<this t~wer, .·. sending .its.11gbt
" \ fo~leagUes tbrough,thecloudof.night,risesns a beacon

...' ·to;·guide his':step~/iri. thesamemanncras"by dar, he



iÜJDE SCULPTURES. 193

is directed bythe castle -turrets,~'conspicuously ' 'visibl~ .
long ere be reachesthe town at their base• . :. '
. Next: mórning, in .compeny-withe vgentleman to

whom 1 carried a -Ietter of ·introduction, 1 mude a
round of the churchesin the town, . In several there
wer~goodi>aintingstobe seen, ·though ,sadlyobscured .
by .the veil of dust thut .lay thick upon them, as npon
everyotherwork of'art that had escaped the whité- .
washing manía of the custodiana, In the sacristyof
the parish . ehureh .is a portrait of A~ias Montanas,'
wh~ ,was bom -at a ' villoge ' about .two leagues from:
Arncena. : ·, .. ' . :> .. .. .. .'... . ._ . .' o'': .' .

,It is'one 'of: the penaltieswhich the sightseer must
pay forthe indulgence of his curiosityin this.country, .

. that, irigenernl~ the veryIast things to be .shówn are , .
those whieh sre rreallyr most .worthy of 'note. : On·.
enteri~g a .chureh.vthe ~ : sácristaIi' jmmediately hurries'
you tothe . altar,iritlle"expecttltion' .ofbeholding- YOU\ .
transfixed withrclpturebefore ~' sorne vile-image of'. the
Virgin~ thirig of painted 'wood; coveredwith 'taw'dry

.ornaments; and;.:.asaworkof art, ' furinferior 'in toste
and .executioIi :t()': those specimens offeminine beauty

. by:which,perl'umers'shops . o.re 'embenished~ ; i ,In'the
saIlle spirit are you·conductedto inapectthe serviceof:
church .plate, and the vestments -Ó . of'-the. church.func-:
tion,aí:'ies. >;. T he Jatt er are : invarillbly .,.displayedwith
f~ehng8,of pride, 'while n . moment's . Ieisure - is with-.
dIflicul~y.extorted,inorderto .survey anchor the works ..' .
~tthe ~,n~~~eIlt : ~.ns~er.s · : ~ mar~a~g ,'in :neglect ~po~ :¡

walls. L , , : ' , ' : ' ':'-: ';' '' > ¡• • "' ~ " <" . '. ":

; ~ur ' sur~ej " ~nded>/i' ,~as ~ondu~ted . 'by. "my , com- •.. .... ;.:,.'
~~ulon . tº :h~s ' dw~l~it)g\and : úsheredinto ,: '~ , ,study, from~ ,: •.:.: .
r 'upboar.dl~ :whlc~ '·~e -bróught ,out :a stouebottle oL : .: ' ;'
lq~~u~(~nd : ~~t ' " abo~t ' an ~he preparations for 'a.driÍlk~ :-: ' : ~ :.:. .., .:.

,:. ~ ". " , : ':~ ':. " : ': :'; ;:' ;"" . \;.':;' . ,'.· K.'·' . . .. '. ,.':.:
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ing match. It was : n~t withoutsurprise J' beheld his
movements: the customsof the countryare opposed to
strongpotations et a11 times,' .and especially before
breakfast;, and 1 was at a loss to know what 1 should
ascríbe them:to,-till .it struck .mefhat my entertainer
IIlight be one of.thosewho imagine, as multitudes of
his :eountrymen d o, tbat from dinner-time till mid­
night,every Englishman, the highest ranks not ex­
cepted, is in a , state of intoxication; and that, as a
natural consequence, nothing sbould 1 prize so' much
as .theopportunity oí indulging .in the national vice.
lt soon, however, became obvious tbat tbis supposition
was wrong,andtbat,if my entertainer was influenced
by any motive, it wasratherthe wish t ó .víetimise an
agedpriest whohadjoined us-ín our.walk, andno w

roade oneof theparty. ' I t ,!n8,. an,:easy triumph, for
the fáiling<of thepoo~ m'anwaswritten on his face:
and as"heneverrefused thebumpers with which his

, entertainer plied himcthe :, resu1t, may beanticipated.
In .· 1e99 thaahalf'. an .hour bewas carried out of the
room byan attendant;andit is but duetohim to say
that, forrepresenting .intoxieation. in a11 its shapes
within the compasa.of ·tbat short period"few would
venture toequaL hím. He :was ,garrulous, jovial,
lachrymose, umatory, ,sullen, and finany insensible. In

.' theamato,ry,stnge,.headvaneed intotbe ·centre.of tbe
" : .- ,, room, ..•.discoursing.:leamedly of.the.,jOY8""of' love--3

,~ '" : ..' •.•.· stmnge theme·;'for old age Bud ' celibacy--and .then,
"'. , cc.; ··s.uddenly turning aside to theyourigest oftbe listeners,

.'..•....••..,'.••..:,•..' \.. : ~i~sed him on tbe cheek (U'e; he , eould prevent the un-
·;, , · !~lc~m;e salute~: I~"as ..anexhibiti~~. that 'filIed on;

", · ~:~ '. i ' 'W1t~" º~sgust, not :$o :mu.eh :.att~eplttablespcctac1e
.': ~ , ,,as ' ~~ ·compelled : \ to,,· , ,,itness;: .'.as ,'at .. tbe:.;heartlessness

>which"~ eou1d ñnd . $port J~"the !degradation of grey
. : ' - ~~ ~:,:' , _ ': ": :>:><... .,. ',.,--.. ::"",' .

- c.,'. .~ . - . -:;" <~..y\.:- ~ : .: ':' ¡ ~. "",
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hah'á;". so .1 quitted myentertainerv .andsaw him rio
more. .. ' - . .

. 'I'hereverend padre.rwhile in possession of his facul­
ties, mentioned th3t the followingcustom·prevailed.in
aneighbouring village :when a yoimg ·man wished to
profess himself the suitor of sorne fair -maiden.cOn that
occasion ·he proceeds .to .heeresidence,' bearing ,in .his
hand the long stafF -used by the mountaineers, called
cachiporra, or shortly,porrn, and announces hispresence
bya .Ioudknock ". at the door, Atthe same time, the
staff' is placed by the sidc.of .it, .andhe retires a short
distance,previously exclaímíng;"Porra dentro :u :porra
fuera?" (porrawlthinor porrawitbout?) . Shouldtbe
maiden he disposedto favourhis suit, :she :approaches '.
and removes _thestnff in-docta; .but iraverse, jt .is
whilled ·to theotherside of ·tbe street: 'whereupon 'the
loverutiderstnndshisfate,·;and .wéndaJiis way 'back, .
rejected and disconsolate. _ " . : : . .... .'

In the eveningmy mozo brought metbe information
thatap'arty:of muleteers were. about.to proceed to
C~zalla wíth a :cargo of .hacon, :and.coupIed his .news '.
wlth :theproposal .that Lshould-defee myown .depar- .
ture inarder toswell their numbers, -: ' . ' .' :. .. \ .

"O\Vherefore should Ldo this'P" :l ínquíred.. .,' ~'Are .
they anned P" ;i >:t .. ' :' - . . ' ,

, " ~o; Señor," -herejoined; '" but then tbeadvantage
oftheucompany !' ~ : .: : ' : . . ' , ' . ," : .. .'. '; '._

. .' It · w~'h.ard to perceive ' what~ benefltswould arise".:' .•'
:~om' ~~e1t: :societyt thoúgh·.on this point both my host ....
:n.d.- lllozo..were.ngre~d; · · but · in.: real~t! t~e .•: ~otive, to .
hlS request layan':tbe··well-known. disinclination or',aII'
~n.k~ ,in·this ·~coun·try ;to'tmvel -·.a1~ne~ . · .Subscquent1y, · .
i~t:e~som~'Dlonthsof,wa~dcr~ng";l.reILmore :disposed .reld to.proposalsof.'this .kindt ..for after tne rnoveítv

. ' . ..:. .:. ... .. .. . . . " K 2

:'" ::".:";: ...:) . :~ .
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of a solitary march hsdwom off, it wás impossible at
times to repressthefeeling of Ioneliness that erept
over.the spirits amid scenes of.solitude as silent and

'lifeless as the :desert• .
There ' is something pervading the scenery' of this

Iand, the .effect.uf"which it is diffíeult to describe, ex­
ceptby saying that it impresses orie as noother scenery
doesj .a stem, and at the sametimea melancholy
grandeur, the 'latter quality predominating,even among
thewast and fruitful plains 'you slowly jmvers é, and
more .eepecially .when winding amid a -wíldem ésaof
tenantless dehesas, or by the sides of lcfty sierras. At

.these times there mingled witbthe impressions ofawe
. andsublimity one felt,:noneofthoseclevating thougbts

. . . irispiredby the contemplatíon oí nature on a·vast .scale t

on thecon trary, :the effect was somewhat repelling, Rod
resembl~d thnt produced by gasing' upon ~ counte,nance
where an -expreeeion of evil mingles with .noble linea-

, ments. :"" .:. . .' ' . . . '
'. , . '\Vhile lllY mozo, on theorie hand, was urging' me to
.besociable, myhost carne forward witb .the .usual tale

.: ofrobberíesonthewny.: ,' Maldito eamino!" hesaid;
. '-'antbat "roadwas 1 robbedof SOOOreals".brtbree

. men,. and fivc,tracked 'menlltbeway from Cazalla for
. : the sameipurpose,". A littlecross-examination, bow­

,;: . ever,: elicited the :Hiet that thisrobbery occurrcd .three
, ;' " years before, OU¡' .ho8tbeirtgunarmed~f thetime,-and
' :>:: ; tllaí.-.nó. aggrcssionsoIl tra~ellerSbad since tbat date
..' ,. ~een·perpetrated, ; so, in · : despite:·of.:the <~arnings and .
..·.· -.. : ·i pr~pbecies · 0r, t~etwai~, elintimate4that 1 was prc~

,. ; ,:: ; .' pare~ .:to depart alonenext ,', moming; and .that.~?o~gh
'.: ,..:,: ,,,:illing.·. t() ;: :<~e'r~in,fór~~d ..·':by:.,the:·.muleteer .. auXlbarlC:,
.. :;::r~ wou.1d ..by ::;no . · .~1Íleans :delay :.my .mov_em·ents ...VD . tbelr

i, , : ~;;'- ' .; ..: .;~f~O.~~~~.'.f:·.?N~( '::;:·; ::'~;i~O::::~,),C<;'.::::~: .: ; ;. <~: .';' ·..·:,f<:.. :.:'.::. 'í:;.: ..," .
""', '. ,~ .:.. .. ..... ,~<:.::<~ :.. .:"~:_. ,: ~ ~ . , : .~- ~.~:> '<"_(: .i.~ .. . .'

- ., : ;:i. ".:"·· '·

'~::> : '. . ., " .. : ::5:.),:'" :', '.'·}.•.···.tl ..·.. .
."- ~ ~i ;; --.- .~ /' -, ..: " _:: : ." :" :;":..;. .-'."~.:. : ~< -. ~'\ >: '.';;>: ". . ~ - :. "' • o",
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'" Before sunrise we were threading our way through
alabjrinth of hedge-rows and olive-groves, with our
facestumed .towards Cazalla: our path doubled and
wound tilI it conducted us to a wood of evergreen oaks,
whichit took mórethan an hour to traverse. A:better'
ambush forthe salteadores, of'whom 1 heard somuch
yesterday, could. inowhere be found thannmong the
ravines . and .brokeri groundwithwhicbit was inter­
sected, T WQS · now joumeying eastward,having, .in
pursuailee of myoriginal plan to keep witbin the pro­
vince,diverged from the nortberly direction 1 had
hitherto takeri, by continuing in whichI shouldhave­
speedily reaehed tbefrontiers of Estremadura.: .
.· For sorne hours our .course was a gradual descent
fronithe 'mountainous elevationsof Arncena, by the
sideof a smallstream,whoseclear wat'erswere hurrying .,
toswel1 thecunent of' the Guadalquiver.r: 'I'hestream,'.
in ' faet,"was our guide, and OUf patlí crossed and re­
crossed ~i~ . twenty,times, once leading us unexpectedly
t,o .tIle' smaU ""illnge"01' La Corte,concealed among
?fchards8nd ·evergreen oaks•. .On eitlierside as-we
Journeyed rose-sierras with rounded outlines, differing
little from thosel had already crossed ; from theie
sum!llitsdescendeddreary tmcks of underwood te;> spread
overtbeir sides,and unite in thenarrowvale .through
whichwemoved~ -. Hereandthere a patch·of brigllt·
green'·'W0u1d comeinto víew, denotinga partial attempt
a~' cultivation;...but,tbese 'exceptedcthere were no .other
8lgns; amld: aprogress ' ofIeagues, totestifytllnttlle
country was not whoIly abandonedbymari. .'
o:. Ahout :ll\id~day ,~epassedtbroughthe village .of
Cal~,wbich. atre;>rdcd .a striking'contrast ..to .•thosehigher .
up In the mountains, from the state of ruininwhieh.it.
s~o~d~ 'superadded" ~9 t~e•.'squalid misery,that!a8ex...'
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pressed on the-visages ofafewfqrlomindividuals whom
our appearance attracted to their doors. Our approach
to it wasthrough a wide Ievel, .covered withbrusbwood
and.straggling groves of oak;while in the distance
another mnge, .crossing our COl1tSe, foretold the fatigues
wewere yet to enconnter before our day"s journey wss
bronghtto a close. Outsideof tbevillage weeame to
a haIt beneath .a .chestnut-tree, and prepared to. make
our noondsymeal. The mules were :divested of their
aparejo~ 'andno sooner was thelast artiele of their gear
removedthan-each animal cast itself onthe gróund,to
enjoythe Iuxury of 8 ro11 inthe dust Before ·Marcos
fastened ónthehobbles by whieh their erratic more­
ments 'wereto be restmined. This done, he com-
pounded and discussed his gaspachos, and aftersmoking
,8 papereigar, composed himselffor a siesta intheshade
of the.sprendingfoliage .aboye our.hends. .. . :

·,·· At the .endtof an hourwe wereonce more on the
wing..A sbort distence-brougbt.usto the grent road
from .Sevilleto Badajos, which we erossedsnot- without
a'look oí en'Y frommyself, .as r regarded its 'admirnble
condition,suggestiveofwhirling nlong atten miles an
hourofspeed,nndcompareditwith the rugged and .
narrow path alongwbichourmulesmust craw] ata pace
thatconaumes 8wholeday -ín performing the saUle

.....dlatancewhich on.the otherwould be theworkof a fe"
: hoUrs., Iwas saved,however,froDl further repinings
, by ~ntering · upon .a .vast undulating -plein, which for
'.beautyofawild .and stpkingdescription far exceeded

•.....anyt~ing > :I.:had.·yefseen. ·,· SCatt.ered·over- ita 8urf~ce
_ "er~ ' ;c,lumps \ and solitnry trees ..ofev~rgreen oak, ~~n"

:.\/ gli~g' ''' ith. mnsse8 0( rock, som~times, piled in .Calrn
s,

,O},' so~e,tilDe,s. 8tre"ed •• in <p~f~sio~~ ' : but. &0 •.'picturesquely
, -,:, 'V~i~4.~Y ~01~o!~ ~d gll1~es. u to pres~nt . ene oft~ose

. ':~...'.., :.' . , .' "": :'. ;;

. - ~' .

~ .';.'.;.'.,':. ,
(,';:"'''t.:.,

\ "
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rare landseapes in the .making of .which Nature seems
to have calledin every charro. -.·Art itself, in its most .
wayward and 'prolific moments,could have produced
nothing lo ' 'surpass .thísnatural park.: 'I'he effect Wa8
further heightened by a' conicelelevation in the centre,
round whose summit ran: a ;natural wall: of'. rock, in
which .fancy might easily tracerthe mouldering battle­
ments .of' a venerablecastle.·,;··.The resemblance; indeed,
must .have been striking, ~foÍ' 'it .had proeuredfor this
uiount thename of·" El Palacio" from the dwellers .in
these regions.;;;At 'the same time, .the sinking BUIl.was .
pouring a floodof light'among .the trees, with ·that
splEmdour seen nowhere but in .southem landa '; ' so that
the scene' WBs carpeted with stmngc' devices wroughtin
gold anddark shadows, and brilliant beyond description~ . '
There waswarnirig, however, to 'ouraelves 'in that same '

.orb setting sogloriously, for by its -lastrays were we .
to seek .our WByover ,the wildsierra in ' front~· , .On .the'..,' ,
o,ther side ' of:, it :wercouf ; quarters forthe night, a .
hamlet,'called"Santa ' Maria de la Zapatera~ :. Ho'v far·
ofF it ':was: 'Marcos"could .' not recollect, ,forsomc..years
had. elapsedsince :hehad 'paased this way, nnd .he was "
~e~uently :at a l oss whenever the ' ·pathbecame~ore .
lndlstinct thaJÍ 'uBuat ...... •. ,.. ., '.' "
. -At the:footof<the sierra. ou.rpathsepamtedintotwo
~cks,oneBtriking:up ubarranco.tliatclove themoun- .
tain'from:ita suntlnitto where w~ stood.:and the other ' .. '
PU~uing a '~,eBB dspiring course Blorig ita,bnse. ó;:As tbe ,< '.
first appear~d : the mosr direct-routo, :we.'. unhesitatingly,..,'..
se~ect:dit,nndfor'llearly anhour breaated.themoun- :., .,."
~n'81d:e, our path;' from tbe darkeningJigbt,' becoming

' , ~:ery ~~ment less ~ dist~Dgu~s~Bble. ,:.:',At le.ngth:it :waS
s~ among ' grew upto .the .
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wetbus came perforce to a halt, that the.trackhad been
longiri disuse,and .we .had persevered : only from the

·.reflection that "returning were 'as tedious as go o'er:'
. :However, the former seemed .now our only alternative;
. snd ·witbout . a moment'sdelay; for tbe shorttwilight

was :at its close, the mules were forced tbrough the
busheain. tbe directionmost likely to conductus to
tbe otherpath, whieh-unquestionably .wasthe right one,
N oidea .can he formedof the diffículty of such a pro­
ceeding, however simpleit mey.seemvDur tired animals
struggled fora short .distance witb the matted growtbof
tbebrushwood, whichitrequircd alltheir strength and
:weight to .part asunder,.and ·in doing whicb tbeirriders

,. ran nusmallrisk ofbeíng swept off' their.backs by the
violent recoil.of.the elastlcboughs, . :

. . ·.·:.The contest was; .however, .'beyond_their , power.·to
., 'ccntinue long, even had. they beenfresh and·vigorous, .

and endowed.wlth tbe .strength of giants. ·Oncemore
\V.e:carne .toa stand-stillj- our.animals, -with tbeir .llmbs

. ; trembling and sides~heavingfrom their excessive toil,
refused toadvance astep further.The presentdilemnla
-was considembly .worse fhan ,J he first: .wewere now

' ~aught. 4n a ,tmp .of ,brimchesand twigs 'from,whicb
.. there appeared no release ; .we could neither return nor

:', :<..·,: advance, even ir we'had .known'what direction totake.
'·X '; ~ " .Formy ow.n,part;l,s8W .no. bctterprospect .than to He
..,.. .. down wherewe were"andwait till the returning ligM
. .~ . .... came'to · ··our ,nid. ' .~ . ,Thi8 .was nojiovelty.to my mozo,
':.::¡ : ' ,~ho~ : nsbe assured-me,"had ,~'campeélout',': .. for nights

' " :while'llcting once ·as an itinemting vendorofomnges;
.')::;. 1 '. bll.tl w.as .unusedatthat".timeto a · ~t ]odging· UpOD the
, " :-. : .· : :. c~!d!,8r,ound," ,'.and,.. 'teli ' doú~tful' :wb~ther.:conta~t . ~it~
:,::::, - motber earth:,under: sucbcircumstanccs,WIlS: an.InvIgo­

-:d~:{,;!/ '~ting::'tfetlt~ent for :. one.who,hadoleft. Englan~ns . an
: : ':'~, ~' ,": "\.> -~J.: ·~t;.:~>:~: .".:">"-~ : -.-; ~: ¡-';.-> :. :' '.:; '~~'.::' ::--:~:'l :':'-'\ ;: .:":< ;'.:.<. Ó -. ,>",,;.-. "/_.,,_ - ~ :"~'::'~\:::~'\?:-:'~.- :: ..,.c ; .: •. 0.

:«,';'::.:> ,:.'.:'- '., :' "'. ": \'
... . , .""'. " .: ,.. ," : ',;i'- "". '"... .- .. , : .' \

('1 " . : . '.". ' . .. ". .:" >.: : , j Ü
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invalido . StilI, there wes no remedy, and after a brief
debate,'we urged .our reluctant animals ~ few yards
deeper in the underwood, and brought them toa cleared
space espiedby the eyeof Marcos.Dismountinghere~
'we,made our preparations 'for a bivouac. The spot we
had nowreached was ti. singular one: it was apatchof
verdure, scarcely a. few yards in -circurnference, and
which by sorne ehance had sprung up amid the sur­
rounding brusbwood.•" Nothing could surpass,in ,rich­
ness and frngrance theherbage which grew upon it, nnd
now promiseda couch as perfumed and soft as thatof n
Sybarile. In afew minutes the task was over of un­
lading the mules and shackling their fore legs, lest they

,'should be tempted to stréy too 'far., Anothermoment
or twowasdevoted to the contentsofour wallets-und
thenMarcos proceeded to 'construct.nn off-hand pallet
out of" tlie'trappings strewed around uso : A horse-rug
~id duty; as amattress, or rathcr was stretched upon
the thick.. :natural mattress of wild flowers and ·herb- .
agethat ,covered :tbe ground ;a 'saddle served forapil­
low; and whatmore would. thetired travellerdesireP

, Cedllinit is, tlUlt noaoonerhad 1 rolled myselfin my
mantannd,lnidmyheadon the seddle.fhen .the fatigues
ofa longmarch .ofninc .leagues speedilybroughtsleep
to 'my 'eycs' :' ,T he last .thing they restedupon.wasthe
spectacleof,.Mllrcas·,.witll,.his horns :of '.oil .nnd vincgnr
befare him,.pro·ceeding,'despite .'of. tIte dnrknessand the
~anifo]daifficulties, ",to the.concocticn of the.everlast-'
mg gaspadlos" :· ' : . '?~ < .r> " , -', ',;,'
,:,About midnight I, awokc'.with a sense 'of oppressiou:
on"my breast,whichl 'found',waseaused by mycareful.
attendarit,'.having.'.heapéduponmY'person",0.11 ' tlle .rúgs ~ · :

a~d , .coverings ,',uponwhich he ,coult11ayhisbands. ,.:Hc.
blm8elfrepos~d .a,t¡wYJeci; indulging .in nasnl.soun'ds · .. ,,',.

, K~5 ' .
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loud enough to-scareaway .such evil-disposed wolves as
might bewithin hearing ;but at 'this time of the year
little ·danger was to be apprehended from thcir ,rangs.
Thedarkness;howevcr, hadgivenplace tothe bríghtest
moonlightI everremember to bave.seen, . Not even
beneath tbe tropicshave Lwitnessed-anything compar-

. '. able tothat glorious silverlight, diffusedas 1 tben saw
itbetween heaven andearth;sobrilliant and so.palp­
able was the effulgenee, thatit seemed as if the rays
might becaught-in. the-handnnd twined round the
fingersin coils of lustre; and 1. ulmostfaneied 'the
bushes hent· heneath thcir weight. . Perbaps, from the

. novelcircumstances of the moment.. the .scene left a
more vivid.impressionthau•.'similarones have.done, for

. 1 .readily call to mindthat hourof moonlight, withall
its solemnisingdnfluencee, -thedeep .silenccunbroken

.by augbt exceptthe dlstantbaying of so~ewatch·dog,
. 'o r the whisperingof jlie 'night .air among theshrubs,

'i: the mountéinswellingupwardsfrom.':our·resting-place
in .rotinded ·]ines, aild the shapes of-others looming in­

.distinctly through the silver haze.! bring to mind·also
. '.•having<: apoatrophised'<the .... .slumbering '•. ,Marcos; ,·and
. blessed mystars thathewaa.the owncrof' anhonest

heart,for 'had he.been soinclined .Lmight -never havc
.:,' -wakened'IIlorc. :J t .was just tbeplncewhere athrust of

,.: ::(. !:. :J he .,navajI8d· mightb,be: gldiven ;.:mth ·thkeceHrtnin.t! tfihlltthDeOr
r . tnles wou; ever etoóf. íts wor ~ '~ ", OW1t< ur

)~~::i?,' :~?: ~·~~'fnred:.witb us 1knowiiot~ '1:lDtil ,at earlicstbi'éa~ ·of.daWD
J::l ·;· :',,,'\j wc;were nstil';.when 'Marcos .went i~search .of the
;.)-.:.:;,)·;.;'mules{'witb :;which he·soon ..retuméd. ·:·Uponawllking,
'·· · ,: .: . " t, ' ~fre8~ed.;.•.,ande.. invjgorated,I.)rc~ectéd •.. tbat ·•·...a traveller

:; .t'.¡.•;: :' ,: . : ;;i · .inight"fi~d:imany a .wol'Se . · ·.place · ·..of ,.rcs~ , ,¡th~n .•.a grassy

;,~~lj,~§;f;\;;e~ '~;~~.~1t;::e~~~,;'t:1¡::ut:; ¡ ~iIIOWS.of
;. '.-, ';(:"": . ."'::;..~.:...: ,.:~.;:.', _\::::0:-,:"":.. . _._ ;"/ :,'.. ;,:.::-.: .:. "lo "' '.. .' o ."

• . : ", . ' ;''/:::':-;.': ' . .;; '. ;: ., . ~/ ~:'; •:: :: : :' :" : .. : '.:: f ·<r '·'·.>, '. ¡ ~

" " '';:'>. , '" ':: ~" '•. '" .;.';" ...:,•.: ' '.,.:.; ., .. .. ;.;, ': " ..•.,..:.:..:, ;~.'.¡ :;\.';':'.:.:...•.
." ;. ':"' \ '.;~> ' .. " ':-;' ·::.' /':;/;::~" 'l.· : .. .:,.,j:.:. " ..'C;": .~ •
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down, .and yourtoilet is madewben youhave given
'yourself a. heartyshake and runyour .fingers through

.. your huirjbutthea there is no landlord to face in the
moming, no vampires 'to disturb yournight's. rest, nor
cry otnre to icsuse alarmj: no' damp sheets to sow
rheumatism in ' the .bones ;"":""in short;:you mount and

. ride away, as 1 did, wonderinghow people survive the .
dangers and discomforts oí 'sleepingunder a roof•. .: .
' Now'tbat tbe 'light of day made everj' object visible,
it was uodíffícule matter to discover .the right path:
lnto thisour animals worked theirway, through brake
and brial, with comp árativcly little "trouble.ca itwns
all downhill; : andwe-nowfound jhat the track, in­
steadof breasting the sierrain Roman fashion; coasted
along its base in a southerly direction. It led .us to a. .
"puerto,"or mountain pass; and through the gap the .'
ascent·was an eaey oneto thesummit. rfromwhence, on.
tbeother .side,· there carne int ó view 'the littlahamlet
ofSanta~a.riB, · ,,:here our quarters .ought to have been .'
tbe ",previous night~ .From .: our elevated station' its ..'
clusterof.Jowly ;roors, surrounding tbe villnge spire, .
seemed torise ina little worldof their own,tbeJimits , '

.of.·which :: werer.tbe encircling slerras: that ' closely ' . . '
he~rned 'inthc ., smaU plain•..inthe-centre of.whichit ....
stood~ ::: 'A :slenderstrenni woundround.it andwatered

. '.0. 8~c~essionof ·m·endows; whosc '.frcshness and , verd~re
gnvenn:nirofsoftness to this .pastoral scenecinstrong .' .
cont~st ' with ' : ~heXsavagc 'and '- drenry mount~ins ....that .. . .
to~e~e~ 'aboveus~' ; '~:" ~By :tne.síde,;of tb'e snme stream, ..."
~eapmg nndbrowlingdown .the páss,wedescended to . " .

. thelittle~n]ley;:a~dentered the hamlet, ..whose Inliabl- .
tant~, even.attbatearlyhour; wereupendbusy.cMer- •.'
cOs~~~edi~telrhied:to .thc·nlcalde,Jortbc :purposeof . .' ,".,"':

. ~ettl,ng ' ·~!lu~ :p~spo~ts';:vis~~/ >While hewesabeent ,in . ' >.";.' ~ .. .

~ ': ' ;.', ; '~

~ ~; . - .. ..

..
'-- :, .: .'".. .....

" ' -:: .., : " "::,'

" -
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tbe workslíop of the villageVulcan, who; it : app.eared,
unitedinhiméelf botb these offices, 1 beggeda gIass of
water from a woman, who, with many others, Irad been
.drawnto her door bythe unwonted arrival of strangers,
','Usted·es de muy lejos ?~' , (youare from afar?)' she

, inquired as 1 thankedher." Si, Señora'; .1 amfrom
England." "From EngIand?"sherepeated; " where
is that town 1""lt is a kingdom, far,very far, in
that direction,"1. replied, pointing to . the uorth-west.
,~ Ah, Señor," she added, "rny,pueblo is also far off;

" 1 'am' from Llerena.' "From Llercna in ,Estrema":
dura? " -"Yes," she answered, with u sigh• . The

, reader will, perhaps, smileat .my.quest íoner'a.notiona
of distance, when he is.informed tllat Llerena was only
twelvemiles.from her prescnt abode, '

Súchexaggerations, common as.they everywbere are
, among tbeuntravelled, are.psrticulerlj' so in Spain, be~

caúsetherea town Ínaybe verynigh another, .end yet,
, fromthe wretched state of tberoads, and theabsence
~ of tIle usual' facilities ,for communicntion,beacccssibIe
,only by .ajourney demanding muchtimeand f:'ltigue to
accomplish, Under such circúmstances, itbecorncs

. .virtually.asremote from its neighboursas if it lay in
'another.kingdom, .Butthe evil does oot end here:

_ the e1fect of this state ofisolatioil-a state in which
. " many ir notmost ·Spanishtowns ',exist~is to contract

:- the'ranga of theirsympathies,andto reduce their leve
of countryto a ·seHisll but not ,unnaturnl predilection for
thenarrow circle tbatbounds .thcir kriowledge. Bence

~." ',' .' ..: h~ arjsen tbat 'spirit .p( ) ocalism--;the bane .·.of .Spa?ish

" :nat~(máJity-+-wh ich he, whostrivesto~akethem a united
':i , ' peopJe ~wil1 ,find to be nn •.;obstacle .less .readíly overcome

.' ,.., ... ' :tlIan t~ose , .'otber, difliculties, iJ1the,shapeof~diversity
...()f langúáges> -manners, /and priviJegcs, ·.,with ;which .b~

., ¡JI
~"



. must cóntend. .. How.deeply ingrained tbis spirir.is in
the Spanish eharacter, wecannot fail to leam from .tbe
.experience .óf past yearst but .ir itwere not so, every
traveller who.makes it his study to·know the people of
this .country. .wlrlle Iieteningjo the . laudation. which
each individualbestows upon his nativepueblo; coupled
to a depreciating tone in ' respect toothers, becomes
·impressed.with the truth, that to .maintain 'that fancied
· or .realsuperiority, considerations of right or justice

would be lightly . regarded. AH wonld desire to see
their country thefirst nation in tbe .world-c-with .this
dífference, that the first of its towns, and the lawgiver
to the others,' should be thatparticular .eommunity to .
which .each belongs. While this : feeling, thereforer

· exists, it would be hopeless to see the spirit of dissatis­
faction nowherelingering. To eradicate it, one must
breakdown the physico.l barriera within which.it takes
root andoflourishes• . : 'Yhen these.are surmounted by .. ....

· the conversícn of'jhe almost impassable by-paths into
prac~icable cr~ss~rollds; . and .by the .formation of •new
rontes ncross the wild.mountaín chains thattraverse the
lllnd,the usual -consequences will follow : communities
and ·kingdoms hithcrto .. estnmged. wíllbe linked 'more
c1oselytogc.ther, and in . the. .widening. range 'of their
sympathies,will tbink and act, .DOt forthemselves, but
for;the :welfare of'thewhole. -, . . .. "
.The village official did not detainus long, and our

. eiit fromhís posto~l·kingdoIIlwasbythebanksof the
streamwhose ;rise .we hnd witnessed : higherup in'the •

.sierra.< : :Itle~ :us·agnin;·afte¡',itsbrief pause' among' the.
green pllStures~to a point in the encircling range where
a~' openingndtnittedll'passage for itswnters into moun- ..

.. .tam,scenery as wild ,:and savage ;ns .that among which
tller first saw~theJight~ ;· Ourroute from tbe,nce .:wus 'ai ...•..



206 .' GUADALCANAL TOCAZALLA• .

winding track .by .the base:of ·lofty.elevations tbat be-
. carne at every step more'stern and.imposing. . There

W8S, bowever, something inexpressibly sombre .in tbeir
features, ;which not even the .flood of noonday ligl1t
couldlighten up;the most perfect solitude reigned as

· we became involved deeper in their recesses¡ and but
· for the pathwe followed, ' upon which the vestiges of
· footsteps were visible,we might have fancied ourselves
in :a wildemess which no foot dared to cross. 1t was
refreshing meanwhile to haveat our sidethe streamlet
ofwhich 1 have alrendy spoken; therewas societyand
companicnship in theflow and lifeof its waters, the
onlymoving thinga in .. that silent ·waste.besidesour-

· selves; and 1 felt sony when we turned 'away to strike
· into the road that .leeds from Guadaleanal to Cazalla.

Proceedingby this new-route, the -character of the
'. . SCenery remaining unal~ered,we reaehed another.stream,

· on whosebanks .we hnlted under tbe .ahada of'.a wíld
'. ash, to make ou~ .repast after ·the ~suaI gipsy.fashion­

tJnlike thedisporting current of the other, this moved
orislowand sluggish,' and formedin front of us a pool

· of .an olíve-greentinge~ . It wasan admirable spot foro
···. a bath; and hadprobably revived the' strength of many
•...awearied-paaser-by, justas .it WaBDOW refreshing' the

" ."•....person oía countryman, ;whomwe found.luxuríeting in
its ;waters, while.anotber waswaiting ..for .him on the
brink. : In.a momenten -acqualntanceship was st¡'u~k

.: ;.:..... : .. up ~b~tween t~~ 't~Bin .andmy guide, much to the .sat~s•

..,·"<:i,,·....••......•...•..·..•..r..•. .'••. • • faction.iof,-,the .lntter,to<whoma new,'conversatloDlst
.( v-, , • • .•• • ." . •i:had. :pecolIlc a·' Dovel evcnt .·since ·óur,. departure .from

.'\:}'~, ,:;~.i,\-:{:i·: ::·::~1raceJ.l~t!:;::.:; ::Fi:;;J:/i ::>.: ,~...'...:;".. ; ..•~.......•.:; "<';') ." .. ... , , .. . .
: ,: ,> ~- i . (: . : _'·> :: ; .:.:· , : ' ;; -. ; .As lL proof o.f .the . ·~ntmvclledstateof tbesemountam"

·¿~. ,::_;;::.::~~ :>;-;.::~L:~ :-.:. :path8,·.·l ~ay :·meÍ1tion . ::tlint ;:, from daYlircak .. of:.the pre..
.. .. ,:;. ...··::.' :· .:' ~eding d.ay ~~l~ th~ prcsent ho~r,duri~gwhich·th~le .weac-

<:r :' '.'!J' ;', .:,.~:,<~ . ,.. .. ' ,.<.,;;.>, ' , - ,\., " .

.\.·f ¡: : :· :;'; : >~ j· ,: ·:; >·,::: ', -.<...-,':/"": ' .' '. '.~ ': :'; :,:':: . ,::" , , ~; '.,. ": .. '-', .. -.
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complished fifty milesof our journey, we had encountered
no one on our \Vay; neither had we, except in the vil­
lages we traversed, e pied a human figure. ome idea,
therefore, may be formed of the eagerness with which
my guide flung himsc1f upon his new associates, and of
the unbroken flow of his po\Vers of speech; which, to
compare small things with great, resembled the rush of
a torrent that, having been pent up by sorne powerful
impediment, suddenly found egress for its accumulated
waters. The first inquiries of the trio were respecting
their places of birth. Iy guide was from Zalamea,
and his acqunintances from a village in the neighbour­
hood; this was enough to open their hearts, and cau e
them to r rd each other as brother serrano ... Pay-
sano; id the elde t of the pair, quite delighted
wíth etin a countryman, "siente e usted aqui," at
the.same Ilme sprcading a manta on the ground and in­
vitin iim to a liare th reof. Tbe young ono, again,
was not a whit le friendly, though in a diff rent tyle.
H comm nieated everal particul re pecting hi p t
life, and nded with the subjcct of his future pro pecta;
a que tion that at the moment deeply en ed his
thoughts. It ppearcd that an uncle of his, a argento
mayor in a regiment stationed at Iadrid, had written
to bim to Come up and pu h his fortunes in the metro­
polis. In proof of thi , }\C pulled out a dirty nd tat­
tered Ietter, hi ¡ he handed to arcos to read for the
benefit of th company. Iarccs, however, w no
acholar, and couJd make nothin out of it; and o, with
the conCUtrence of th other, it w resigned to m .
How ver, 1 h no bettcr ucc s ion the mattcr of de-
cyphering i a , how ver, ritin, p Hin ,
and gramIDar r p rt of a military edu tion, it i
n dio licr dit to th wortby erg nt ho penned the

EL L
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despatch to 5ay, that hispenmanship was a colleetion of
t',pot-hooks andhangers" that defied the powers of any
mortal but himself to read. But the want of proper
information did not prevent Marcos from -seising upon
soeapital an opportunity for giving advice .gratis.
He debatedthe questíon, to go ornot to go, with azeal
for .the young man's interests thatwas trulyedifying;
and '1 am bound to record our decision was unanimous;

. .;.....1 say our, for my opinion was likewise requested upon
themerits of the case. ' 1t was resolved that he should
stayet ,home.; What were ,the reasons that ínfluenced
my felIow..counsellors 1, cannot call to mind;for niy
own part, 1 was moved by the consideratidn that so
simplea swain was no match for thewits oY the Madri..
lenians,even under theausplces of 'a , sergeant of the
lineo ' , .

'~ - During thís co~flict oftongues our teeth had been
' no 'less actively. .emBloy,ed in .the ,demolition of -our
'various,stores:of .pro\·cnder. Anhour having beeo
tñus :spent,Istarted for Cazalla, much against· the

. inelinationa -of Marcos, whowould rather have post-
poned.eccompliahing "the three leagues that remained
of .our journeyuntil the sun hadso far,'declined as to
permit nsto travelwithout being seorehed ' by its
noontide fierceness, .which in thevalleys and gorges

.:was nttimcs well-nigh insupportable. OU1' new friends,.
':being bound ' f or .the. same.. town, prepared : to .... join
. 'compnnYJ but aloud.outcryfromtheyoungeet ariested

i:, ..· ; ' · ':; ~ :·· .: o~r ~ dcpa.rture. , IIis . burro .was gone-.had.myst'eriously.
·.. :::; d i8appeared~~nd certninly was nowhere visible. Stra~­

". ... ,.?;,: .gel' still,althougbtbeóthers disperaed in:search oí1t,
:: no; : , tmccs . \Ve~~ fou~d ofitsmovements, ;'and in fact·

.. ..' ·:,-: no~~ing· . t? explai~:. tbis 'unaccou,ntabledisappearance.

, . : : > Upo~ : ; the : ~ot~e~ side' of; the .: stream there 'stood .a
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.goatherd, a figure ' c1otbed: from head to foot in sheep­
skins, and who had stationed himself there to feast his
eyes with the unwonted sight oí. his fellow-creutures in

.that -Ione .region ;',and .himself resembled sorne wild
animal .of" the forest, attracted by the.intrusioa of the
human forro to gaze on the strange spectaele. . "Upon
him fell the suspicione of.th éownerof the lost burro;
and without .considering ,the manifest improbability
of the. deed, he advanced to his own .marginof the
stream, and placing himself in abelligerent attitude;
menaeed the other with violent death.In a varietyof
ways ir hedidonot instantly restoré the missing animal,
Such a charge, as was toobe 'expected, onlycalled forth·

. a gruff nnswer ';and there is.noknowing to what
Iengtbs ,rage míght. have hurried themephew .of .the
sergeant~ had-notoone oí the company, while looking
at -some .osiers '. overhanging the . stream, espied.: the
animal under .their shade; its headwas just appearing ,
a?o"e ,thesurfnce, the restof thebody being .under "
water. ' The poceunimal bad ~eithe~ slippedinby
accidcDt, or,.in imitntionof its master, was recruiting
ils forees by a coo! dip in thestream .previóus to iJ. toil...
someclnmber in :the sierra. From the moment oí
selting 'forth, OUt waywas a :eontinued ascent.t tbe first
part through awild pass calledthePuertoAltc :ahout
a ,league from.CaZalla tbe charncterof tbe country
~lter~d, and our progresa was through lauea deep sunk
ID t~e. Boíl; from the high banks on either hand hedges
and tre~s'.threw . a gmteful shade across pur ateps.. By
and :by; land in 'eultivation áppeared,andtheti~ine­
yar~s ~nd gardens;surrounding country houaes; a11 of ,
tbes~ poss.essédorchardsnot fnrofi', and mnny: hn(l ,
trelI~sed arCiides :})f vínesIeuding upto theirjloors, " :
A~l~ thle smilingprosp~ct .we approaehed our destina-"
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tion, Uponthevery summit of'the ridge wefound a
gentle hollow, in the centre of which, as in a nest, lay
this mountain 'vllIage; This site had probably been
chosenvby its founders frorilits "afFording the best
shelter from the blasts ofwinter, for ita :position is
undoubtedly hígh, and the air dnring that season must
be sharp and ,piercing.' 1 went straight to tbe posada,
but itsappearance and conditionbespoke better aceom-

.modation for beasts than for manj.or rather none at all
{or.the latter, ,As such an establishment as a casa de
'pupilos wasunknown, Iwas perforee compelled to
apply for assistsnce in' this dilemma to no 'Iess -a per­
sonage tbanthe :comandsnt é, de armas, to whom 1
earried a letterof introduction, ~" In doing so 1 did not
anticipateth~t "thecourteous ' comanda~te, after reading
the 'Ietter and.hearing mi .requeet, would insist upon
mymaking bis house1my home during my stay in-the
town. ...Invitátiona of this ñature.are to be estimated
more:by' the toneand mannerof the speaker than by

' the literal '.meaníng of hiswords j . and so much frank·
ness nccompanied the offer that 1 eould notdoubt its
sineerity, 1 thereforeneceptedít ; nor ,had 1 renson

subsequently t ó.believe 1 ,liad "construed' the ''Words,for
more than theywere meant. '
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. .TBE following .day:1' rested .on .' .my .oars; bei~g ·i~
need of sorne repose, as every .bone and muscle was
aching from the severity of an almost uninterrupted
ride of forty';eight hours under Bblazing sunr for that
day 1 WBS satedwith an inspection of the only church
in the town. This was an edifice in no respect remark-
abIe for .beauty. or symmetry, being in faet pnrtly un..
finished ;theoriginal design~:Brter: the plainest-style
?f Gothic, .having been mingled withsundryadditions
1n. the.... shape of a. belfry and porches, which were con..
celved in thetrue pepper-bosorder of architecture.The
lemairider of tbe · day was spent in strolling along the
sbadylanes in theenvirons, aometimes alone,and sorne;' · .
ti~es accompaniedhy my hostwhenhisduties afi'orded .. .
hun leisure. . 1 ought tomentiontbat hehad paased .
t~e,.·Iniddle :tenn -ofJife, .andwasa bache~or;and,thBt..•. .
hIS .houseb~ld was euperinteuded by an elderly female .
and her niece,and thatboth were natives of theBasque . .
Provinccs. ·.';The next day, however, J was again in the .

.sad~e,and, accompaniedbythecomundante and several. ....•
iembe~ ~oft~ea.yuntamiento of thetown, on myroad
.o tbe:l1'OI1.' ml~es : of::p_eclroso,or,mor~ accurat.ely, the

", .: .:<: :..: .
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foundry attached tothem. .About this establishment
there was little to detain one long. . 1 found its merits
very much overrated; and having been a listener as

.' 'Ve rode along to the speculations of my companions
regarding the amount of injury likely to be done by
it to the iron works of myc.ountry,l eould not help
smiling on seeing tbis formidable competitor, whom tbe
smaUestof its giant rivals in England might swallow
up with ease. Thesituation is in a narrow vaUey,
tbrough which straggle thedweUings oí the workmen
and superintendents :it is said to be very unhealthy,

, espeelally in summer, when agues prevail to a great
,: extent• .' NearlyaIl the iron manufactured gocs totbe

.'. -eetablishments of the .Rio Tinto andAlmaden del

. ' "Azogue;dn:the 'formerto ,beconvertedinto copper by
: .' '" e th é procesa 1 havealrendy describedy .and in tbe latter

. · to fumish- the jara inwhich . the quicksilver is trans­
: pórted. ~ ·W:hi1e thacom ándante and .myself-were in­
' specting .thermanufactory, themembers .. of the ayun..
tamiento.were closeted with the directora of the mines,

. . being in fnet a 'deputation from t11e 'eivic authorities of
. CazallaIn reference to someclaims upon the company.

Apparently .the ·. dispuie, ·whatever ·. was ·its origin, bad
come'.10' no amicable .termination,for .uponinquiring
for.. oureomrades .we weredirected to á farm..yard,

:,\:'.: ':' where, ."toour aurprise, we.found-them ~ongregated.

,'<.:g:.;:' .... " ~Ithough worsted in. thefmy, .they still. made.an un·
, ".:\.::;>:.. .: compromising stand ror theirdignity~and ,woul~ n~t

::: ::>:::::".: :" ,l ower it ;by.aceepting ·any eivilities,.. far .~ 1ess 'enterlD\ a
. ; ' ;.} ·' >~ : :. house - .beloriging to the enemY~ " <Hence, therefore, t e

.: >~: ' ,:, ..~- ~r~:};;:i .reasoii why·we beheld·thelll rollcd) n .their ·inantas ·and
<:~-:?,,::.>,.:':'>'\' : 8t~tc~ed .on ~d~e · attaWtdisposing themselves. to repose,

; :,:\-,\.;::/!!,;::. t ·;), : lik~;" .!l\rrÍ0~::~n~r> a:-. h.Brd-f~?ght bB.ttle~·':· ;. Tbey .wer~
"> ':;' ;; ';:;>,::: ,now :o~ly,walt1Dg..for . our, am val ·. :to··fall, like. stallVar

. ' ; ~\; <" ., . .:.> •... ..'... ,." . . . .. ..> ·5 ~~:...·..i.•:...,.I.,
~ : . -, "::: ':';",',.,.,,',':.\:.

." .-, . ', ,:;.:.':."..•.....•::~~.:,.'.',: '.•.:.•~:.(.....•,. . " " ,,""" , - . . . - .,':-.;-, ' .. .'::,r ': ' ,' : ~: ·' < '·' -<

;',;::'> : : : " ~.
, - ::',,':':-::;::;';:::' "" .:,,,-' "," , ; ; ' : " : " ~ " .' ,,:,:',:<'.....,.;' ,
.'._ .'. ~::~, ~~;i,,\: :.~':.>,: r ')<,;:.'>::; '~' '.\'~.;- ,<:,:" '( .::');';:'''':~( ..''.' ;:" ': .:'i"::.~;::. : , ~ \ ,:"~,; ':;'¡<''''''
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men as they were, upon thaprovender, of which sorné '
of the party, in anticipation of such aresult, had pru-
dentIy laid in a store. '

Nextda}' was that of Corpus Ohristi,a high festival
in the 'Romish calendar, and throughout Spain cele';'
bratedby processions and other solemnities. 1 had
seen in .all ita pomp' and circumstance the "funcion"
wherewitbSevil1e honours that day; and remembering
the levity and sneers to which the apectac1e gave rise

, aniong the bystanders with whom 1 was accidentalIy
mirigled, ,1 was anxious to know if the worshippers of
Cazalla treated their .images more reverentIy than did
those besidewhom 1 stood in tbe shudow of the great
cathedrot N othing of the kind, however, was ob­
servable here: all were serious onIookers, 'and allowed :
nowords toescape their lipa derogatory to the splen­
dour of the procession, ' T his consistcd of an image of
tbeVirgin, clothed, as usual, in a black velvetrobe '
spangled with silver ; in front moved a fe", banners
caniéd by priests, whoseexpresslon Llikedbettertlian '

. the. stolidity oí countenance that ,'characterises their
~relhren . of Seville¡' and in , the rCM followed ti 'long
slring ofwomenand 'ehildren. ',' N either was thcir gra- ",
vity disturbed by wittiessing the .prodigiouaefforts.-to
keepstep "offoue.men anda corporal of the Cáialla ,
nacionales; whoformeda guardof'honour toelose the
pr?ce.ssion: , thcir perfonnunces . in "tllBt ,way outdid any- ,
thmgthcm()stawkwardsquadcould'set up~ L ' . ' '

..: In the 'ev,eningrny host madé his appenmncc infull
e,vening ~ostutIlc. ,,11mLYremark, 'Uínt in tbis thesur­
tout, sofar from beingexcluded, figures at pnrtiesjust
.as frequcntly es thedreee cont~ '; Addressing me.as"if l
were~~e 'masteror ,thebouse,' and,he: theguest, ',he "

, , re~uested , permissioIlJo:abseIlthimself for·an hour or.: : > ~
;:J;..,.. -' -

: . , -, " : -.".
' .. . ~ • -t, •
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,' , .'

twofrom: my society., In the style and nature of' :his
request there was much to eall :to -mind vthe formal
politeness for which the old Spaniards were so faníous:

, many'traces of this stilllinger, índespíte ofthegrow­
ing attachment throughout the nation for French man­
ners, .end 'a 'certain off-hand manner ' on the part of the
rising generationcwhichia 'affected as being the ,sigo of
manliness.

Oí these old ceremonious observances, by 'far the
most troublesome to the stranger is thatwhichenjoine
him, when at table, to address an -invitationto share

. tbe goodthingathereon to such ·individualaas maj'
enter the room in which he is seated: itis a mere

_courtesy, .and the travellerwill frequently hear it ex-
_ -tended toohim by the peasant 00 passingthe door, be-
:,_ -fore which he is devouring his repast ofbread, garlic,
-- and-oranges, Itwas long, however, -before 1 schooled
,- ,my t ongue -to utter the phmse in',which tbe:offer was

.couched, although well aware'that -itwaenelther ex­
-.' '.pected norintended tbat ita purport should be under..

stood in a Iiteralsense, As long as .this backwardness
-lasted, l · doubt not I : suffered ..in-the 'éstimatioo of
nativepoliteness; and was setdownasaproud English..
man, hsin .educación," or at least so prejudicedin favonr
of my own eustoms, astoconsider thoseof the eoun..

,.Y ·, tryinwhiehhe dwelt as unwortlJy 'o(adoption.Such,
" ; ", .l fear,J s the impression gcnerallyereated by,011r con-
: ~-;. ':' ~ ;,, ' ,'.: duct ·,i n regard . to ::continental "fOfIDS 'ofpolitcness.

:: ',- ):}')\i·;\ , O)Vbenever 'these. are harmless,' .it -must be, confessed,
' ::L: ,' " , ., : '~:: ~,''';:;.?i,,'nn obstinntc adhere~ce toourjsl~~d customsie without

::: ':" ;:;~'.: . : .~.: ~ .: : - :

" ',-. ::- .:.

. " ... .

; . .,::'

..
.' . ';,: ':./ : ' . ,' ~
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thanat horne, it seldom enters among tbe motives to
which they. attribute our aversión to some of their
peculiar.usages and styles of phraseology.

As it was the last evening Lwas to spend in Cazalla;
1 set forth for a farewell stroI1 among its shady lanes:
it was .aIuxury 1 might not soon enjoy, and Lwas re..
solved to -take advantage of the .opportunity to the
utmost• . The apartment 1 occupied communicatedwith
the sala;or principal room of the house, through which
it was necessary to pass; and on my openíngmy door
1 beheld my host's housekeeper and her nieceseated o.t
it~ aolitary table; and. manifestly in deep .. distress of
mind. · Grief is a sacred thing, and 1 felt unwilling to
intrude upon them; but as there was no ' other mode
of egress, lcould only steal as cautiously as 1 co~d

towards tlle 'outer door, My constemation,however,
wasgreatwhen I found that the .further 1 advanced __
into the room, .theJouderbecame. the sobs ·of. the
remales.l halted. iuucertain what todo orsay,until
it:flashedacross mymind thatsomehow ór otherI
mightbeconnectcdwith their sorrow.Wbat .have 1
donc;thought 1, tovexthese poorpeople ?,but, at all.~~~ts~tt .is my duty toinquir~;which 1 accordin~ly

"Ay de.mi, .. '. said the oldlady; .." .1 am '0.Basque,of
good ~lood, < and neverotl,lOught 1 shóuld be brougbt
to this;Dutwe eredconied-totriale, and .1 submit,
~lt~oughl· cennotbelprcpluíng a little," .This moralis­
lDg"einl thoughthigbly .eommendablecthough rather
oU~.of place, o.nd Lcomplimentedher.forthe Christien ..
~rlrtshe .displo.yed. , , '.'Soy~usee, "shecontinued,
, .another misfortune hasoccurrcd tousto-day;alittle
account has. beensentin, ' whichwenreuneble to ,payo.
A~e :M~ria ! :tbat.1 should have lived to endurethis," ':

,¡" .,_. ; - ';

:' . ~ ; . ' ~~ ." - - ".:.-:. .,. : .

..•"•• ' . i , : "~,,:.: ·,..,,.•...·

.. , ;:,,: .'/ .,
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1 now understood the drift of the oldhypoerite, wbo
,was vainly endeavouring, withthe comer ofher apron,
to squeeze a tear from ber eye. · Making a virtue of
necessity, 1 inquired whatwas the amount of tbe
demando '

"Tlllee dollars,"exc1aimed the twoin a breath; and
aécordingIy.the three donara took their fligbt from my
purse.

" But you will say notbing .about .tbis. to the
comandante ~" they said, wben 1 tumed' to departo

"Palabra de honor! no,"! responded, and left the
gentlebeggnrs inpossession of their ill-gotten charity,
to moralise in ' my tum upon the manifold tricks that
are played upon travellers,

,At five ó'clock thenext morning 1 was onroy way
froro .Cazallato Constnntina, passing through a.country
eminentlyb~aut~fuI"whiIe every charm)n the landscape
wasenhanced bythedelightful freshness of a sonthrrn
moming....··. T he road .Ied down a valley.. whose sides
were earefulIycultivated, and at everystep our path
wascrossed-by brooks of ,the clearest water. < ,Then
there wereon eitherhand tbosedeep-worDtraces of
wbicb Lhavealready taken note, eaehone roofedover
with the thick foliage of overarching trees, and pro·
rnising coolnessand sbádc,bowever highthe sun might

the heavens. .The only dmwback totheperfect
from the conduct

WaS mueh swearing,
of bis remonstrating

chose 'to .be



CONSTANTINA.. 217

'perhaps .you may get the answer of Torquemada cast
in your teeth." " '

"Whatwastlmt?" .L inquired, ..
. "Why, itso happened that Torquemada was beat­
inghis donkeyvery severely, whenacourtiercame by
and bade him be more merciful to bis beast. '1 shall
do so' for. the future,' said 'I'orquemada. ."since1 now
' ñad heis a relation of yours, from the interestyoutake
in him.' W asn't thnt well said, Señor!"

ce Passing well for a beater oí donkeys,"
'On approachingConstantina, the terminátíon to the

valleythroughwhich we wound, .was anAlamedaof
tnagnificentelms, by which we entered the town.: At
the other end ofthe long street of which it consista wns
the. bOlÍsein which lhad engaged 'an 'apartment,
hil.vingp,reviously sent intimation tothat'efi'ect' -from
Cazalla; and my landlord, having seen me pass, carne
running after .·to. receíveme, ' ," The next tbing·was· to
deliverm~ .lettera oí introduction. _ This was always
aIi :agreeable ttisli; as' 1 invnriabIy found a kindlywel..
come awaitingme,asmuch,perluips, for the sake oí
the 'countryof mybirth, as from 'therecommendationof
themends by whom 1 'was introduced.- 'Jtis: a pIea...
sure to me to record; as'the resuIt of having presented
more than'. fift,. letters.'of introduction duringthc 'course
of mywanderingsinA'ndalucia, thatwherever lwent
l.was met'with frankness and .cordíality.' Once, 'but
o.nlyonce"did.Ifail'tocxperiencethe reception 1 be­
]~eve~lhad a right toexpect. ,At 'the sametime itis'
rlght 'tocaution' ,thé'reader againstsupposing,:thatin-'
trod~ctions inthis"land are, :ns ~ atbome, mere tickets
¡or.~i~~e~rs. ] <Spain i(not '.. a 'dinner-giving country; and
~SClYlhtlesare·seldom .brought to·bear upon the appe-'
tltesof strnngers. ::'.', '

" . • ;;::,<' -~::>.'" ',

:l.,
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e .Notwitbstanding this, there ismorereal .kiridness.in
the .manylittle services wbich an.introductlon to a Spa­
nish house secares to the bearer, than in the formal
invitation to dinner that in England suceeeds the pre­
sentation of a similar .despatcb, and geneml1y consti­
tutesthe sum totalof attenticn.-. 1,always found, on
thepart of my Andelucíen friends,so mucb willingness
to second my wisbes, 'tbat 1 sometimes regretted havíng
given them "cxpressian, 'when Isaw ·the· trouble of
which 1 was 'the canse.' , Besides this,their offices as
guides tofhe placea of" note in their respective towns
were freelyat my command, andwhateverlocal informa­
tion l .desired was hunted up with as much ardour asif
it were for their own use. ,Above all,lcannot forget
how deeply indebted 1 was to tbeir Iocsl kn ówledge for

' a servicetbevalueofwhicb isonly in Spaintobefully
appreciatedo.-tllat '· of.. proc úríng"muI'éteers",and guides
upon..whosehonesfyand ,faithfulnessreliancc migbt
1;le p'laced~ , , . '
.] n ·ibe '.cool .ofthe evening 1 made my way to ·tbe

castle, whose grey baulements crown a steep isolated
eminence,tbe base ofwhicb íe 'hnlf-encircled by t11e

town. .•.•..'I'he ascent was .'.by aroad pincticable for,car­
riages; andwas the work ofthe Freneh..... During the
'\Val of'Independencethis ,.stronghold .was careful1y
fortified ,by'·.them, and.converted,into an importantpost

·· : ·ÍÍ1·the. line .of ..communication '.'betweenAndalucia"and
"' ,:: '.' .' ..•....Estremadura. ' ,Hence,.from·tl1c additions .:and .: altera-

i :" ,. t ions lt underwent 'in.their bands,little .. remains of ~be
':" : ';;i-;",original f()l'tress~xcéptthc •.'''.keep,'7,one or two~a.sslve

. . . ,.: : to,,~rs , ~t . thc ; .angl~st, a~d "thea.lgibe·,:or.j re~erv0U: " o:
,'. ' water~, > . But tbe 'lmperlshablc'JeweL:oíthls .. anCleD

-' ·,:< :·\ :··•.'·.· PMla~e. , .'()hf: stre~l'gth" one > , ,,bic~ ' neitbh.'er ,.tbe .Ffir.inÍltk v~eo;
: oor18sp()lercoulddcface, waat emagm ce .

/':~ :-' .':( ', " - \ . ' ' ....' . ' .' d
' ,:;.,., ,:' -i.:

:',..~ . ;."' >'.:;'-?~" -" -,~"" " ':
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lo beenjoyed from thesummitof its venerable wnlls­
, For extent and variety of scenery, 1 had as yet seen
,nothing in Andalucía tocompare with it. :: Far to the
soutb,the 'oeye ranged unobstructed . over ,sierra' and

, plain, till itrested .upon a ridgejust melting . intothe
horizon; .this was the sierra of Carmona, aud that town,
thougb distant forty. miles, was plainlyvisible. ¡ o' On a
clear day, it is possible for the eye to piercestillfur­
ther, and to behold.the Giralda .of Seville risingabove
'the spires of ·thecity; but ahasy mist,caused by the
heat; .hung like aveil over that quarter.und.ehrouded '
that familiar ·object frommy visión, ,In the :immediate
neighbourhood .of'the town .the. prospect :was 8, ' rich
varietYiof gardens; . olive plnntetions,' and .vineyards,
intermingled-. in: pícturesque -confusion; " everywhere
,mounting;: the snrrounding heights;. and clinging .to
their steepest-elopes•.· Looking baek in the direction ,
óf Cazalla, ;all wasan. assemblage of mountain summits, "
rising ,aboye each other in nsuceession of 'ridges, till 8"

' loftier range'surmounted tbisgiant host,:and"refiecling
baek thehueofheaven,owas 'distinguishableonly>by the .
,seriated :. edges of i~s ' c~est .and > its deepercolours, ,from
the canopyof,blue ,tl1at¡ rested onIts peeks. " Such a
scene, ':from:.thé 'absence 'of ,every::ha:rsh . fenture, ,innd
fr0In th érich •tinte inw1lichthemóst'prominent 'objécts
werec1D.d, :wasone'of.exquisite beauty; andaccustomed

•as1 wasto beholdonly o;sad and stem expressíon inthe
sceii.ery o ofthisprovince, Lwasthe.more forciblr stmck '

/ byt}¡e.softness ~thrithere :diiFuse'd oitself over' the .Iand- "
",scape;'.and.:bY,:,theo

, p~esence : ,óf cbnrms;;l ·hadtdeemed
strangérs :to ,theJand. , : : :: ;: . ;} : : ¡ "' i: ~) · ';>: ') ,, ; :: ~.< ; ,;d~ '

, : "~ : ; Th,~ ::positioh ~of (~~~stantinais -undoubtedly .high, , ,', '
,adn4: a good .deaLor::snowlO falls ;in \ ~ theneighbourhocd. ''o, ' o" ' ,' :i!
, , ~nng ::w.in.teú:~, LTbiS , d,s ;industriously eollected. and, ,,:. "

, " -'; , ', " , , L 2 : '
;:,.: .:': : ~"<' . .
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.deposited in an ice-house, forthe purpose of being for­
warded to Seville.Lnst winter was one of exceeding
mildness, and, in consequence, tbe usual supplies of
snow failed here; so that the Sevillanos were compelled
to seekin the sierra 'of Ronda the menns of concocting
.theIey compounds and draughts indispensable to 'exist­
ence ina town thatmay well boast of being thehottest
in Spain.

Descending tothe town, Lstrayed too'the Alameda,
which Ihad .elready passed through ; and visited the
souree .of astreamlet that, bursting forth by a copious
spring,watets the principal street of the town, and on
the outskirts serves to turn severalmill-wheels. This
fountainia situated in the garden ofthe:Franciscan
convent,·adjoiningtheAlemeda:the wnters gushed
forth witbgreat víolencejand werecollected in a square
basinbuilt ·toreceive ·tbem".' " W ithin the '. convent
another springj ssues to the light;: and was sUrl'ounded
withbaths for the useof the'fraternity ; but these, like
tbe otherportions of the building, have sufi'ered from
thestate'of neglecttowhich ·conventual establishments
have'been.devotcd since thesuppression of the monastic
orders• .. Lowerdown, inthe courseof the brook, the
banks becomehíghly picturesque :old.fashioned milla
anddwellings, mingled -: witb'': ovérshedowlng trees, line

.:, t be stream thnt dashes atspeed over alocky bed. The
óleandervwithanabundenceof otber.sbrubs,hang over

':i he current, andclimbamonggreymnsses',of stone pro­
:; ', > " jecting f rom eithersidé.:' In .the distance, the time-

.,;:" .••• >:... ..;: ..•",pm
l
·
l
·cast',tlerisres lh'ntheboa?nh'essh"?~ antiqui.ty

h,
to
re
·•l~njnf~:

. reco c~lonsotepnstWltt lsscene, .w e .. ,
verdu1'C. '~rnaturc,andthe .•·stirandlife ·'oft~e . ~urrJlng

. , w~ters , ~re: all emblematicalofthe present. '· •..
....... ::>:; ;/ :' rrh~; coup]~ " ' in .:whose ' bousc lJodgedw,ere good;'

, ,,- Ó. • ... ... . . -: 'JI
,;)",, ', ?J;;
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natured and civil, and disposed to render me every
service, The master thought it his duty to accompany
me everywhere. · No sooner did he see me with my
hat in hand than he seized his own, and forth wewent;'
whether.it was to a tertulia or a strolI was s 'matterof
perfect indifference to him. 1 suspect he acted under
theimpression that, without bis assistance, 1 should
infallibly be ,lost in the intricacies of the towil-'Yhich
by the way, consisted merely of one long street. He is
the 'owner of a small possession, that justyields him a
maintenance;yet, with .the dolce lar niente spirit -of
the Iand, he is .content with ~ this, andnspires to
nothing .beyoud satisfying his daiIy .wants. His pro­
perty provides hima roof overhis head, a.eloakand
cigar, notto mention a miserablepony, tbat-is stabled
:in the-,room.next to mine-for so things aremanaged

. here:and what more w~uld a genuine sonof Andalucia1 ' .

demand to make-life flOWi without a niurmur ?: Every
'evening he proceeds to the house of the estanquero,or
privilegcdvendor ,oftobaccc, where a kind .of tertuliais
held:and punctuellyat ten retums to supper.: '':Sobas
he "done for years :past; :sowíll be ,do for.the'futuro ;
andthus thesandsofbislife ninout .unshaken .end
untroubled, andita.•closewilI be regarded by 'bis feIlows
as theendofan envíableIct..". : '. .. ::

Neitherinthis · town norhiCazalla have themale
inhabitantsa news~~oom,Or publicpleceof resort; and,
strange tosay,there is no café.· .... 1 t would bewrong,
however, toinferfroIntbisfactthatthegciod citizens."
are devoid ofthe usualsocialqualitiesof theircountry­
me~;in fact;.'the deficieIlcy in both towns issupplied
by 'substitutes which< are.:rather .singular.'· l n 'Cazalla
:h~ poin~ .ofuniorii8abarber'ssbop,.whi1e~l ·
er-sdoe~.8imi1arduty here. In these, at all

"';:':., .,

' ,, " .
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the day,-except tbose devoted to meals 'and ·the·.siesta,
migbt ,be »seen congrégated a knot. of politicians··.or
group :ofidlers,-. busily: discussing the .affaira .of'state;

'. and oneand.all .wrestling sorewith time.r:Sometimes,
.whentheir numbers are toomany for the shop~ : .the
party adjoum .fo: the-street, and-bringingvout chaira;

,fplm :a wide:círelecwhile one readsthe news .aloud,or
.conversation .passes.round. .< This, it .muet.be 'confessed,
isa .primitive state "of tbirigs,,:but íto.isakin to thé

. humourofthe people, whoaredisposed tccourtpubli­
city rather'then otherwise, ~ , A t thesereunions it 'rarely
happenafhat ':the..stnmger"gathers-iuformation ..worth
remembering ; 'for, as inay ;be¡imagined;' thechief aub-

· · 'j ects·.é>f discourse refer.toIocalpolitics or fnmily histo­
. toriés, so.that/on the whole, he .would do "en to avoid
them.:·¡, ¡For myself, the.princípal source ofthe amuse­

. tnent Lderived.was-feom-théqueries .put to .me regárd­
. ·· ingJriglatcrm :;thesewere generallyof.such a·nature as

. .. to:bet1'ayc a woeful'degree ·of ignornnce on the part of
.' : :< thespeakers;~ : .Oeogmphical knowledge;I necd not:say,

·.. is. at .;tbe.lowcst ·ebb.here;·,andhence lwns frequently
,. . , called '.' ~pon. . ,to ..i:cctify. 'the.. most .iludierous' blunders.

,.. . More then -onee it~)fas ;:'Irianifest that ,;my' questioner
, . wUs ·puzzled.to;tellwllctber,·Londonwasin England or

: 'c. , ··. ,.:.. ... ',> E nglnnd Í1i London; .and,.in'tmtht,tbe wórds are often
:·,r".:::~,' . ~s:· used 8yilonymou8Iy~ :: . ,On oneoeeeeí ón.apricst, who had
\;. : :~::: ·'::..//. ~/ ;· been·; iJi ·Gibmltar, Qnd · seen . tllere a; regiment of High~

{,;¡~,J{'~~'[i¡ij~;:~t~tr~if~~Ji:;:J5~i;;:~:E!t~:
" ,;;. :..:'; . having misbehaved on the fíeld oí battle !.',; , ,
i::.V:;tI(C·j;?:; ',: :,':' :?f co~rse, l. ~red,up a~ this:atta~k , tlPonthe rll.: ;

:";<ft:';;: ':JoS!;á~i t~~t~lie~:~!s~:~'s::~:~re~ei::S:dge

'·'.. ·~~>:~; t :;<," ;:, . ' ::: ,;.'.•.·~.·..·.·. f :.,:..:';.¿,;.'> : ··-·~..: <': >' : -.:....•...: , :,o.; d ··,.' . '";i:::'.. . ". . . . .- 0',:-'. 1. ~ '
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ANCIENT ENGLISH 'DESCENT. ,223 ., !

of 'ignominy,was worn by thousands, .and 'that ,its
origiúwas so aneient as to pe lost in obscurity of his.. .
tory.' ·My explanation, however, was far from' shaking
bis faith in the 'Uweak.inventiori '!:I have just recorded.
ScotIarid, he understood, was acold couritry,and 'it.was
consequently impossible that á.eostume ·so ill-adapted
for a .northem region should prevail there, \In' vain
1 representedthattheraee by whom ítwaswom were
ofhardy frames, andbeinginured fr óm théi:r infaney to
brave :in .thatgarb the rigours of'the seasons, became

. ins~nsible· ,in time to the .influences of climate.:I was
listenedto with a sniile of ineredulity, .whieh waxed
more and.moreon my quoting the well-known anecdote
of Sir'Ewcn Cameron, of .Lochiel, who reproved his , .
son for efi'eminacy because the ln.tter .used a 'snow-ball
fOl liispillow.-when the 'twáin lay down. to pass tbe
nighton the snow.:: 'I'othe last the padre continued
sceptieal ;hecombated my facte.withreasoninga asori­
ginal. :as ~iB ; openirigstatemeiít ; and as tbe reward
for:my; weU-meai1t endeavours' todefend the Gael, 1
had tlie satisfaction'of finding that ·he regarded me as a
second Baron Munchausen, -ineonsequence of the anec­
dote.towhich 1 have -elluded." It: waaina somewhat

.difl'erent .. spirit thatanother ..·gentleman ,. accosted-me,
and, prefacing·hisremerks byprofessions ofhigh 'regard
ror . ·.theEnglish >nation~ . proceeded ~o relatethat he
cou1d ,do .noleas tbanentcrtain awarmfeeling. for
them, :;eitlter· ns :o.nationor individuals, inasmuch as,it ..
washis 'bonst ,topossess Engllsbrblood in hiaveins,
In pro~f of tbisstatement,bc·producedaroll of pareh­
lllent,whichonJnspection Lfound was a document
froro forth tbat acertain J ólm

~oulersletshíre. ' had·· :right
considElred Thia ~Y""'I~""' ·""

. ,
~.; . '
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:appeared, 'had .left his éorintry prior to tbe year 1610,
'..for reasons unknown to my:informant, and established

himselfin..Oarmona• . ,There he married, probably,:into
.some house'proud ,of its "sangúe azul :", on .s úch an

, . occasion proofs of gentle bIood wouIdbe required ere
, he .could .wed the daughter of a' ',u Christiano viejo y
" .rancío," and Heralds" College would.thercfore.ccme
' i nto requisitiomc The .only offspringof 'this marriagc

.was a daughter, from whom was descended my intelli­
gent friend.. In .connexion with this ,1 may observe,
thatit is by no meansunusualto find throughout Spain

, families whose anceátors have beennatives of Great Bri-
tain or.Irelandc.'The Iattcr islecan, however, boast not

•'.' , 1'>riIy of \having .tmneplantedmore ofb'er childrento the
"soil-',1)f Spain tban.either of the sister kingdoms have

.' ',' ' done,., butof.having acquired by thc 'dccds of her off·
:. > .shoots ;IL degree. oí: renown to which the others -eannot
. aspire, '," ~he ,has ,be~n .to Spain,whnt ·Scotland before

. ,.the .Unicn wastothe Low Countriesand Germany~~

. ~-. sotílceofmilitnry taÍent,-which, despairiug ef distinction
'. at .home~had ; to-seek its 'field of fame amongthe dis-
t~ctions of foreign .eountries, In thatcnreer itis not
surprising that the sons of'.Jreland .shouldbeve .pro~­
pered:inaland wherethcre iscouragc,'thougb rather
ofa passivefhan. nctivekind, tbcir impctuous cnergy

.and daringcouldtP0t fail to cut apeth to honours ; nud
·hence.the. rise of such. menas Sarsefíeld;' tite'O'Don·
" :Flinterj luid óthcls . .. .
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CHAPTER X.

THE MOVlLIZADOS.-TlJE ·ciALLEJtfELAS.-LA PUEDLA.-PLAIN or
' THE OUADALQUIVER.-POSADAS.-THE 'SPANISH ASS.-ALMODOVAR

. DEL, aro• .

.-. IN the phraseology of modem 8pain,the assault and .
epoliation of travellers on the king's highway is not de­
8ign~ted ' as 1t iseverywhere else, a híghway robbery,
but is aomewherambiguously styled a " novedad ":or
noveltI.· · Of late no novelties of this disagreeable kind
liad oecurred onthe road from Constentina .to Puebla
de.los Infan~es '; : bu] as a .portion of it; from time im­
memol'ial~ hnd bornethe worst of .eharacters, 1 deemed
it best to 'pr~vide myself~itha 'couple ofmen as o. pro- .
tectioIl ;to roy person .and property.The menwere
JIlovi1iZados~ o. ~ -bodywhose dutyjt is to patrol. the
r~ads .and keep.them elearof brigand8~For this ser-­
VIte theywerendmimbly adapted,chiefly froro the fact
1>ftheirbeing natives of the vicinity, and in possesaion
,of thatknowledge .oftbe country. .its Eatlls,and haunts
fo~ desperate ,cho.mcters, withoutwhich brigandism-ean
ne~er < be .efFect~allyextirpated from .·the Iocelities in
WhlC~ it hmrtakenroot. :·:,: : ·.. :; . : ., .. ' ;. .

At four in,tllemomi~g . we started,justBS the light
enab.l,ed ',tbe "ejc',to,sc~ objects distirictly.. :.•Foremosr
~ode ,:~y::es~o~, ' ~wbose:attireBnd 'accoutremerit~ :woul~ .

ave .nused a .smile at the HOIse Guards. , Thclr'dress .. '
.~for:,.: uniformit 'couldllot ' be eálled__consisted · :~f :o. · .:

.' " '.:' ' :. :' , .• •" ' ; < ; : , ' . .: .: L5 " ,, ;~~,
.:. ; ",:.::< ..:>:.::,. " -'. . ' :' ~ : - , -"-,"...; " -.". . .;:,. '>:.'
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' . .,.

' . . sbort jacket, conical hat, and tbe Ieather leggings worn
.. by the country people, Attbe right side hung a short

escopeta or fowling-piece, bookedto the saddle, but in .
sucha wayas to bewithdrawn and <tiischarged at a roo-

. ment's notice; at the 1eft depended a straight sword in
'. .' a rustyscabbard, .In front of'. the .high-peaked saddle
" each rider bestrode, was doubled a c1oak; while be­
. . hind thererose a pile.of mantas and.horse-cloths.nearlj

reaching to .their shoulders. Such is .the style inwhich
these men make tbeir patroIs: .if benigbted, -they dís-

. mount and hobbletheir horaes; tbe mantas are spread
'. ón -the-ground. vand-rolled intheir eloaks.they sleep
<soundlybeneath- tbe .st3rlit sky.~ ' . Away at daybrcak,
.. .oversierra and dehesa, by tracksrarelytroddenexcept by

thecontrabandista or,'brigand"they pursue their:march;
veiling-theirmovements with sueh art-es to .comeupon
.thehauntsofthe ;evil~doers at the ,moment .when.their

. presenee i8 :·1~aStexpected. ; ·'1t ís thís'independentstyle
of'acting, added .to the secrecy áttending theirexpedí-

:.. tions, .whlch-mekes .them.sofonnideble .to the robber
"populetíon of.theprovínces¡»and -whenever <.' they hsve
.. be én -exteneivelyemployed, the 'beneflcial: effects .of

. . their services n3ve!;strikingly·contmsted. with the in"
"efficiency.of the regular troops ::eiigaged 'in' the.:Sllme

i . ,,: ;vocation.; ') T he!proeeedinga-of',tbo.Jatter being more
>.::::: ';::·.;:, open> to obeervation,; ;'eould. nct. faíl ,. to ,give time}y
.:,' " ' .:.:i; waming to tbose against whoJIl .tbey.were directed.
:y ,::',:.:,-: ;p.;:; Th~- .: conversatioIl,waS no~ long j n;turning upon.tbe
;.:';, <l ·:'-:: ')exploits of ~y ~compllDions~ ; ;: : 'Last : :year 4hey se17;ed
',;:.,,/:;;·;,i?< ;three·,men; whose:'erime washorse~tealing~ . ' .The rob-
'¡: ': '.' ~/: / : · ' bers ~~re. ~rinking iri a tavem ;ill ~ns . ,Navas, little sUS-
;\: :' .r:« :::pe~ti~g ;t~e . ; approa~h ; of . thé . j~sticia, . when' they "er:
;:~,j' : ' ; •.. :surprJsed,boundhand and,foot, ;an.dcon~eyedtoward

., . ' ConstilDtina. ,.:,·,rrhe. justicia, :h~wever;': 'en~ertained no
'X>;,'<·::: :·f.:.:;..···,·~!;:~·. ;.·; .~ ·: ;., ,,, <.!.r: ,< . ;, . .. •-, .. ·;· { d.
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thoughta-of·,burtbeningthattown with.,their support,
and.upon reaching a favourable ..spot, that .is, some
ravine .by the wayside, .'they were vsternly told ,tlmt
.theír momentswere numbered. .The eriminals prayed
for epríesttoconfesa themere .theydied, .. butfhat
-wieh was refused by.their captors:who observed, o that
those who cornmitted murder-e-as .they, ii appears, had
don~by, assassination, , had no right to that prepara­
tion for death they had odenied to theirvictims. The
" quatrc( tiros" then stretched themon the ground,
and theircorpses wercborne intoConetantina 00 the
backsofthe horses they 118d stolen.Thesesummary
proceedingswould probably be tolernted nowhere. but
in Spain~ :Here, however, in consequence of tbe cor-·
reption prevailing nmong the ministers of justice, and
the·facilities .nffordedto the escape of'the worst male- '

, facto~ :by .meansof .briberYor fraud, public feeling is
little, disposedtoarraign. the man who compels the
law.breaker.to pay on'1he spot the penalty oí his crimes. :
.l hisl atitude mayon thewhole .be condueiveto theends
?f justice, .but .ít is obvíously fraught' with mnny evils;
lDstances, indeed, ' are notwentingvwhere it .has.been
abused to gratifyrevengeful:passions, under the cloak
ofzealfor the public service. :,: / ': " ";;'. .
i.Through awildcountry .weslowly joumeyed till the

~al1ejuelaswere . reached, 'whereupon .my.escortshowed.
rnorecautionin their movementsj.jheynowadvenced,
asth~ prover'9 basit,'''la barbasobre el hOD1b~o."'One · .
rode ;()~a1ittle •infroÍ1t,wbile ~the other placed him­
self Jn~thc~obereadyagainstany

quarter.. ..'fhe,:callejuelns '
. oC tberond,wbich o. here, .

. countrywhere thesoil,. is
dowribYcon8tnnt .~raffi~ Qs~o : :

, ' ." .' , . .. ' f}

--
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,.:become a nanow and deeprevinebetweenperpendicular
sides. ' Hence it is peculiarly fitted forsudden attacks,

,"fróm.the natureof the ground, a'traveller can receive
, nointimation of danger ·before a dsketis 'presentedat
hisbreastyand the dreaded "Bocanbajo"~ salutes 'bis

" ears•. ~, The place, thereforechad become the subjeét of
' •. ' '8 local' proverb, " Para robar,,laS callejuelas.' " How­

, .everv-nothing :stirred as: we wound insilence 'througb
'the hollow way; nnd inanotbeihour La Puebla de
los Infantes cameintoview.LIi :Puebla had once

.:. ·its castle. cwhose ruins crown an eminenccnot far dis...
tnnt: doubtless the Villageitself bad ita palmydays,

" wheu: kníghts and men..at-armsihad ',ihcir,watch , 00

, , , ·thesc'crumbling towers;·butnowitseemsto have sur..
, vivedtheera to whichit belonged,and only cxhibits a
, , sad spectacle of deeay andpoverty.Herc the .services
" of my escort' terminated, .and grateíul men were tbey

. for thc' remuneration -they' received .for vthe morning's
,:.:ride/:] t WBS ' no great matter, : tobe ,'sure, but :then

,": < tliej¡' pay wa8 fiv~, months' in-arrear, fór her Majestyof
" Spn~n is byno meansnoted for-the .pnnctual discbarge

" oíber servants',hire;and tO'menthu8situatcd, such
"' cnsual supplies areofIloslightJmp'ort~nce. !From La

; · -,\ , i ". Pu~blj te p~tbJe: l~r.iu~ho~ive:.~lan~liO~~DS~D~
; C:",: .: gt'a iun escen ;' an rm ee,:smce ' eavmg

:: ! : " tina,our'progrcsshad~een :un'c~asingly down hill: at
';/" ; " , , ~:~, , ' ; ., Jength;'·on rounding ,a high ridge,there opened upon'7;/'7;••••the.sight,••.stretehing.w ,tolbe·.left .and..rigbl, .the~


