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Thé ~ Eaft~Il1d¡'a: " goods :brought: here 'are carried on trucI~s t~ ,
MEXICO" from whencéwhat exceeds theír own :'coriCumption ís
fent by land~carriage: to LA VERA- GRUZ, to pafsover to TER:­
RAFritMA, to the iílandsyand fome' even to 'O i D SPAIN, tho"
in ~o great quantity," " , '

• , ,- ' . .. " . ,~ ~ J 7 .: I O ", .. ~ ~ : . ' : . : -, . : ~ t : r ¡ : ' -- 9

: ~ ~· AéAP~ L c.o · jies· t.~o 'ptÍbdre~ ' mile~.:fduth· 'bf ·¡\1E?clC%n 'the
'SÓQT H : SEA~ : ' Mnxrco, thoughjio 'port ," ncrcornmunicating­
'w ith the fea ,by anynavigable river, has á prodigíous cornmerce,
and ís itfelf the center of all thetrade that iscarried on between

.AMERICA' andEtmorsvon one hand,. 'and obetween ' A M E R I C A "

and the ~A:ST]N-~I~:~: 'o# , :the, ·.ot~:é~; ,.;.f~~' .here .~he 'prin.:ip~~ .mer­
chants réíide, the .greáteít parr.of ~he, bufinefs 18 negociated, and.
the goodsthat pafs from' A~:APui'co to LA VERA CRUZ, or·­
from LA VERACRUZ 't o' Ac APÚLC'O;' forthe 'ufe ofthe PH1LIP-

PINEs,;and ina great' meaíiireforithe ufe of PERU 'and L IMA, :
all pafs.:' through' this' ~ity~ and. 'eníploy an incredible nurnber ot'
ñorfes ando'mu~e~ inthe carriage ~..,- Hi t~ler 'áp~ the'g61dand Iilver ís.
fent ' ro be' "cdi'ned ; ' here -the kihg's 'fifth j~ deR()úted; ~ and here.
is ,vrought all that imm éníé quantity' of utenfils;and ' ornamenta.
i-~plat~, . ;w~ic,h-, ~~~ ,~V,~!:r ...y~a r¡ : fept iJ?t~ : ~~,R OF- E~•. r " ~ye.rY .tHing:·
here .~as the gr.e.~~e~, aír' 0r..magnificence and wealth: The íhops­
glítte r.·o~ al] ~4esJ '\vit~ ~ the 'éxpofureof' g~l.~; : filver, and jewels..
and tu~pt.ize) 'yet ,fu~r~. bt '~h¿ ~,vork ' of!. t~~}riürgii1a.tiori · t1P?~, the:
treafureswhich. ' ~ll~ gre.at· chefls .piled up to the ,~.iel ing~, " \vhil f.t :

theywait the time ofbeing íent to qLD S.P~I'N~ _..
- - , .Ó "' ., i ;' . .. . ~ .. t' ~. j. ~ .i _ .: : . . '. ..' . ~• •- ' : ' " . . :.: : '

"~ TH~ : trade"'b'e twe~ri: " '- :S P A ÍN: "and! I~er :: cbionies:':;6 'AMERICA",
which ,!~~s' been j t.\~ ¡ ' ~étciib,!ed; ' is ..- t l?~·: ~m9ff ' ;:¿~n fi~~)irablé pa.rt of
.their external commercevand the , gre~t: fuppó~t ,of ' their navy;:"
fer, .iil,r ourTate 'breachwirh FR.t?-~c:'.É,~· '~ery)·ew of their íhips.
i1.·av~g~tec~Lin~,b. ,fqr~ign' p.~~~:s 'r .~n4 ' the~h~~f : ¡ íource that [up-'
plied' :~hé· .~ b,~,l,~nc~j -?f .: ~h:~ir: ~: ~Vaq~ ;, ~tth ,1 ~t~é~j' t1a,ti?~'s, ' ·aro[e. frorn
thisbranch, '. Theír iiir~~n,4J:traEfic;" _ i( 'by' Ira ; iti~ttn s proportl~nate ;'

to ,'t~ié·n1J.mberfqf ~h~ir 'pebple; ' ~ the ~~tural< a~vantages .of their'
fi'f(uitiÓnl.áfld cliniate; ' lhe'~ 'abundante .df faw nla-redals-: vvhic11tné:'
C,9'un·~ry.pr~du~~:g.;:. :~nd; th~ir I~Nri·~Es · .' (upply'then: 'v~i.~h; , "cfpe.ciallY·'
W~en we:"r.efleétI óo· the nútny 'years"of "peate:\v1'llch 'die): ha~e en---

:. <u ;; J0y'edn



me-

V IEW o F' T H·E-· ~C·O M'M E R G· Er A. ND
.. ' . ~ . . .. • ~ . . ,. • • . • • ' ~ • • .. ... .: .. # " i ~ , ¡ ¡

j.()y~d, 'and that ~~P1tp~rc.e.:vas }l:e~e~ . [o '. lf1~1<1J1 sC?~íi,4~red.by,t~~ re ..
veral European : ih~te~I ~~ .it ~~Jl?: ~~1.1~ ,p.re[e~.t. ,ag~~<, ! L.d ,c :. : .v. . ;":,

~ . ' :,' . .' ¡ e ; ~. _. ~. ~ " ' ,~ ; ~- ~..~ .~ _; l • . ;: 't .. , ~ , ._ ~ . - ~ .: . ~ t • : . ~ ~ : ; " ~: : . ~ . . . ~.•

.,!HE. grea.t ~~ror ~~ the.pPA~,ISH policy feemsto be this ¡ they
never 'Iufficiently attended to the truth 'of ,the, following political
maxim, That induílry, manual Iabour, and thearts, are more be­
neficial, and truer fources-ofwealth -. too..~ ..ftate~than the. richeíl:
n~ines of gold a:~dji}vei·;·~ . · ·~p~zzIed· with .the fpoils .of ~~1iiRICA,:
they turned their wholeartention ~o · feize the exclufive pofleíiion
of thofe féeming.riches ¡ they negleéted agriculture and manufac- :
tures, and contraéted a.contemptfor the rnechanicy .andeven li-
beral artsJ'~~ ' \éqqfeqtl;~~c.e 'of:~·h~~P!:~~~ec~un~ry becoming ?aily~
lefspopulous, their m~ntlt~e.an~ military n:rengt~~ tobn:~echne~.. ·
Of late years the Spall1Íh miniflry nath been fully fenfible of this
fatal miítake, and hath 'endea.voured to raif~ -a, fpirit of induílry
amongthe people,' by promotlng. the eftabhih~ent;of manufac-
tures, 'in various .parts of the .kingdom ;,;But though. they have.
tempted' .the .people; by exernption from taxes,' and rnany other '
piivileges,' ~et the,prágreíS.tg~;Y1. há~e ,.triade'. }s: i~O~ : fo confid.erable ~ era i
as might liave~e~.n eXE~éteo. e .

THE IR~oft 'reín~r~al:íle inanutaaures are tl1é,following; thc

nD _ ~vl o01len fab~i<s are, car\i~d .on 'f~~:Sl EGh.:ovlfA.;,.~h6ere~hdeY8mab· .d~, ·. ~n .
n t le year 1759, 7,4qo pl.eceso ,'Cot ,o ..3°, o, .an . o . arsin .

length; . alfo at 'Valdemoro, .Guadalajara, Saragofa, .Agulada, and ,:
Barcelona. The woollen mariufaéturesowe much of their pre- .
íent eítablifhment, . asUs T ÁR1T Z tells us, to the care and encou­
ragement of the Du~E , n .E RIP.Ii;RDA, who 'liad , the dircétion 'o f
thern in the .year li24.The .old filk manufactures are chiefly in..
Llndtilz!fia, Valencia, ' and ·M urcia.· .. Thofé .in "Catalollia .are more
rnodern. The principalone of all is at Talauera de la Reyna, in
NEW CASTILE, ' for the richeíl gold and filver tiífues. ·: 'A,t. Ma," :
drid thereis alfo .amanufacrure óf tiílues, ~uteftring~~ and .other ;
ílightfilks. . .ThereIs a manufacture ..of)in~:n at Corunna, faid to '.

/Jupply the 'King's table s ,~no.t1ier .oflinen at .Segovia. ; A,~;.Nadrid ~
is lately fet up a manufacturé .of porcelain, in the gardens ()f, th~ ;

Kinz's palace of theRet~i:o,.\v.roúght byAr~ifice~.sb.rough~ from'
SAX~NY .,. There ·.ís likeWjfe· .')~i ·.'th,a( (:ítj a'~,eW)·iPanüfaétl;1re. qf~

, , . . .. • .• . " J . ~ { I~ '_.' .. 4 -. .1 \, . . .. ' ... . . .. ·.• U , • - J ~ .~. i.. ( : ' .... .; good"
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good~ tapeflry, and of cards; "as the fineíl cards of all, which are
rnade exBarcelona, are there prohibited. . The fabric of gla,[s is at
Sto 'lldeJorljo, that of fwords is at Toledo, and thoíe of iron in
Bifcay; that of paper . at Segouia. The pottery fabrics are very
numerous and excellent, particularly that of Talauera de la Reyna.

' T~e loorns . of filk, wool, and Iinen, in" all the kingdoms, are ·
fai'dto bezo.oco, but whether that :aCcount be exaét, 1 cannot
prefume to [ay. . ' . '

\

THA T their manufactures are. not now more confiderable, is
not fllely owing to their indolence, and the other cauíes above­
mentioned, .but likewife to the oppreffive fpirit of that fuperfti-'
tion 'wh ich reigns there, "under the maík of religion. This wiU
beevident from the fol1owing extraél: .of a memorial, prefented
by EM1\-'IAN UEL DELIRA, firíl fecretary of ftate to CHARLES .11.,
which breathes fuch a fpirit of patriotifm and toleration, that 1
perfuade 'myfelf it wiU be veryacceptable to thereader. · DE Lr­
'R A liaving, in his memorial, propofed the eftabliíhment of a: ge-· .
neral ·company oh commerce, in which aH foreigners that plcafed.
iliould be allowed to be Ih árers, .adas~ e·. . a a

. " ~HERE is only one oofrade ·on .our fine, tnat can preven!
the eílablifhment of the company. It is, 1 confeís, great, but
neverthelefs 've r..y eafy ' to be furmotinted, efpeciaIIy by yOU! maje­
fly, .when you are once informed, that the removing of that ob­
ftacle would be 'a m~ans of remedying íeveral abufes introduced
among :. us, and alfo of preventing the daily profanatíon of out
mofl: facred myfl:eries. ' 'I'his obflacleariíesfrom the law eítabliíh­
ed.Tn. .theíe kingdoms, .and from the decrees and ediéts of the
holy tribunal of the Jnquifition, againft the jews, and againft
h

· 1:, . . . .
ere.lY. '; . 1

.' : ! ~'J'-KNOW, Sir; "thatit ,isth~ greateft glory of SP'AIN, that it
is the onlynation whichkeepsitfelf pure in the faith of the Ca­
tholic. . Apofbolic,' and Reman church , .' it is 'this- which 'g ives:
your Majefty the jufi: title of CatholicMonarch, which you ro'
worthily .poífefs. 1 Iikewife know; that ,there is not a- more holy,
nor a rnore falutary inílitution .than ~hat 'of the holy tribunal; bur
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1 íhall endeavour to 'makéit appéar, that by granting-the liberty of
commerce to .heretics, and :even 1:0 Jews, no prejudice could
from thencere[ult to SPAIN, nor to the glorious title of Catholic
King, nor te the laws and prer?gatives of. the Inquifition.

" lV1y reputation is uníiillied, and l flatter myfelf that nobody
.will fufpeét me, as .to myfoundnefs in ' the Catholic Faith. 1 am
evidently a' zealous and trae Catholic, by prefuming to propafe to
yaur Majefly to grant liberty of confcienee in thefe your. king­
dorns, as fiich a liberty would prevent.agreat many profanations
that are daiIy cornmitted. .,

, I

ú Isit ' not .~ truth, Si~, that allthe priíons of the Inquifition
throughout all SPAIN arefilled with Jews and- hereties, : who
have profaned our facraments, by receiving them as though they
·h ad been zealous and devout Catholics! Is it not likewife a
t ruth, that a~.infinitenumberof .others keep themíelves cónceal­
ed ,amóng us, and participare of thofe ,facraments,. unworthily,
and oy way 9f deriíion. Such a thing never hap..Eens .in countries
where<libertiy. of con[cience lis allo~vea , to aJl. ffine greedinefs
of foreigners after our wealth gets the better of tlreir apprehen­
fionsof divine or ·líuluan puniiliments.,

D I e, , N5fE might grant to the' nationstrad'ing to CADIZ, or SE­
VILLE, or 'any other place where this company fhould be eíla­
bliíhed, the free exerciíe of their religión for them alone, in the
fame manner ~s the Dutch, and many Proteílant States and Princes,
have allowed it to the Roman Catholics . in their .dominions,

. narnely, not o~1l open toleration. Thus foreigners, interefted in..
. and mef!lbers, ofthe cOlnpany" and their clerksaríd. domeítics, -
. would have this advantage, which would tender their abode in
SPAIN very agreeable; foreign merchants who traded hither would
be fatisfied, and we íhould deliver ouríelves from' thofeenemies of
our myíleries, who keep themíelvesconcealed -among us,and
rernove them from o~r temples and .our altars; foras it is intereít
that infpires them with 'rhe c9urage to furmount all apprehen­
fiaos and clangers, the fame intereft would draw them to that
place, where they might in fuIl fecurity folIow their fuperflitions.

. 1 " THE
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. ' .. H · TH~E· example of the-ehurch ofRO·ME ·fqr theíe íeveral ag~
paft lnay inform us, that it is not contrary to religion to tolerate
a worlhip quite oppofite to ours , for it has given a fynagogue to
the jews, and it alfo allows the Greeks to worfhip accorcling to
their Iiturgy, without. thereby forfeiting the name,: or the fove­
reign <title of :being t-he immoveable feat of our .religion. - This
exarnple has been followed by the Grand Duke of TUSCANY, at
LEGHORN, and by feveral other Princes in Chriftendom.

. ~li~ 'rH;E", Engliíh. merchante, norwithflandíng theírdiverfiry of
religion, .have the liberty of trading in our ports, lince the treaty
concluded by.the' Conflable .of CAS'1'l~E,. apdothe minifters of
JAMES I. Kingof GR~-AT"BRlTAIN~ ' . .

1\11 m 2 LET:..
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Pecuniam proban.t veterem, .et diu not~t1J .. . ' ' " ' . ' . '.

TACITUS de Mor. e».

L E ,T. TER

An ACCOUNT ··of,:the .SPANIS ·H MONEY.

- . ' . . . .. . - . ' . '

'=ER E MARAVEDI is the loweft of the denominatíons of their
eopper money, and in this the King's accompts are ' kept; coníe..
qu éntly the revenues of SPAIN, and the wealth brought from
PER u and MEXI CO, are annually computed by an ínteger of cop­
per, that is tbree times /eJs tban ourfartbing•

. THE REAL DE VELLON is the fmallefi piece of their jiiver
lnoney, the ninetieth part of the pound Sterling, and equals our
two-pence-ha!fpenny, and two thirds ofafarthing. .

. BUT though it be the moíl uíiial way in SPAIN to compute by
the Maravedi and the Real de Ve/Ion, yet there are .feveral other
methods ofcalculation Ilill in force. Thus, penfions from .the
court, paymeI)ts of the army, navy, &c. are fet clown in the re­
gifter of the Spaniíh finances, in Efludos andoDucados, (or cop-

per
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per crowns andducats) reduced to Reals Vellon, Sorne accornpts
of rnerchants, and of prívate perfons, are likewiíe kept in . this
\vay; but few things are bcught and fold there, but by the for-

.mer cornputation of Marauedis and 'Reals. There are, befides,
provincialways of calculation, and denominations 'of money ·pe­
culiarto them, Ilill fubfifiing, being the .remains of the ufages

.of the oId kingdoms, r . .

Bu T our Engliíh merchants .traffie chiefly in Pieces ;of 'E /ght ,
and compute ufually by the PiaJlre, <?r oId difufed Piece ofEight,

. confifiing of fifteen Reals and two Maravedis: or, if they reckon
by.Pífioies, .they mean .the PiJlole of fixty Reals, the common Pi­
ílole,not thegoldo~eof feventy-five, and .ten Maravedis,. other- .
wife called the Doblan ejjeélivd de pro. '

.... ) ;

TH E different mo~ies; : and o~rays of reckoni~g,fiil1fubfifiing
in. the prouinces, make it neceílary, that every province íhould
h ave aJeparate office in- MADRiD for its own convenience: ando
though they Iive in the J<lmeJl:reet, the clerks of one oflice know
'no .more of the procefs óf accornpting in the 'otber, .than a Chineíe
0 1' La'pland~r woulddo~' . , - ,

l ;\!' the REAL ·HACIE.NDA, or Royal treafury, accompts are
kc t;t only in Mil/ions of Maravedls.

• , ,' ~ - • .\ \ • • ¡. ... " • , , ; ./. • • • ;;

' _J~ ¡rcJll the offices in- SPAIN,\vhether·eccleñaíl:ícalor.[ecular,
(:: ~; rJ} Fn.tc - by fome of 'the .following :denominationsr .. .éither by
I );ncros , Cornudos, Blancos, Crowns, or Ducats : but theíe are -

- antíquated

a Ge-
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antiquated divifions, ,thofe ' of the1v.laravediand Rearbeing rnoíl;
in uíe.

THE8E- fmall denominations, which the Spauiards.Tove to.
compute by, .m uíl , as· yon will eafily 'imagine, render their ac.-.
COI11pts very like themíélves,.. ílow; ' tedious, and' elaborate; but.

, then they have this advantage, that they make their accernptants. ,
moft rninutely exaét. An error is much more eafily deteéted,
where the fumois divided into. fuch a number of equal parts, and

,perhaps intofraBions infinitely nice, ,

" O F their Ioweft denornination. . called a 'Maravedi, ~hree' and'
onefifth make an. Englííh farthing, Thirty-four-..Maravedir: go:.
to a Real de Vel1on, and ninety. Reala VelloIL are equal. to .the
Pound Sterling, '

; THEIR money writers make menti~n. of MaravediJ.ifplate ¡:
but thefe, though they might exiflformerly; are now.no.more Im
being. , . ' e ~ él

T 'HE different exigenoies'otgovernmenf; ana dle various expe.....
dients.to íirpport expenfive projeéts .of ambition. . under the pre­
(l:eeding reigns, have occafioned more alterations irr. the . value
anCl in the currency of the Spaniíh money, than .in that ofany
other nation in the world,.1 believe r particularly. from the year
1 642 to 1688, and. during tke confufion. and: neceflities of the
fucceííionwar. In.PHILIP IV.'s time, in, ).642:, things.werejn
fuch confufion, that the Piece of .E ight in Auguít. paífed. for
twelve Reals, the Doblon for forty-five , in Oétober the Piece of
Eight went at twenty-five Reals, and the Dohlon.at eighty-nine ;
in December the Piece of Eight was -at twenty-four Reals, and
the Doblan at eighty-feven. . .

THE Prefident Oir R R Y, who was fo diflinguiíhed for his great
abilities, was three times fent for from.FRANCE .by PHILIP V. to .
re-eítabliíhthe diforderedfinances off the .Spaniíh monarchy•.

As

~.

¡ ,.. .
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As the ,Spaniíh .money hathbeen ícarce 'ever recalled, there
hath arifen a confufed rnultitude ',of imaginary fpecies of coin,
They committed agreat error, in not making, upon the union '
of the feveral kingdoms, one general coin, Jolely current 'tbrougbout
tÍJe whole penirljula. Allthefe circumflances plainly íhew how
little the genius and difpáfition of this people is turned to trade,
What could be more uncommercial, than a money .ftandard perpe-:
tually fluétuating, and there beingone fort of caín in, CAST ILE,

another ihCATALONIA, a third .in ARRAGON, and fo on ?

THE . Mints of SPAIN were formerIy many, namely, thatof
MADRID~ SEVILLE, SEGOVIA, CUENZA in NEW CASTILE, of
SARAGOSSA, BARC.ELONA, and VALENCIA. OE thefe the two
firfi: only, 1 believe,. are now remaining. It is faid there are four
Americarrmints, that ofL'IMA, POTOSI,MEXICO~ and Gu A-:-

'.' X I M A L A .

;,1
'J

, ¡
,1

'1;
o "



TUE moft ancient Spaniíh money was made in ímitation of
thePux rc. As the Carthaginians had been abíolute maílers of
SPA.I·N, it is no wonder the Spaniards fhould copy from their
models, This ancient money had cbaraders flamped upon ir,
which no one has been able toexplain to this day, and therefore
they are ca1led MEDALLÁS DESCONOSCIDAS. Antonio Augu.Jlino,
the learned archbiíhop of 'Iarragollo, has taken infinite pains to

3 make

'SE".'0""'$· s r
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THER E is mention made of lVIaravedis ina grant of the fite of
the cathedral of SEGOVIA, by ALPHONSUS, in the year r i 60,
where they are called, as the grant is in Latín, Morabetini, which
plainly íhews, that the coin itfelf, as well as the word Marauedi,
is Arabic, though CovAR R U VI AS though t it was Gothic, Sec
Colmenares Hifl. Segov. p. 1 10. For, the word Maraoedi is a
corruption from A/moravedz', They dropped the Al, and calIed
this little Copper Money Morauedi, now vulgarly ftiled Marauedi,
The Engliíh took only their calculation-cypbers frorn the Arabs,
but the Spaniards took the Arabic numerals, and their manner of
cornputation likewiíe.

SMALL ,denominations, and minute divifions of rnoney, were
in all countries at firít probably owing to the great fcarcity of fpe­
cie. But, however fmall the Marauedis n1ay appear to us, being
34 to the Real Vell ón, thoíe who are acquainted with the Reman
writers wil1 remember, that the .Latin TERUNCIUS was very near
as fmall a denornination, being..;o of our Farthing.

T HE Compu'tation, inaeed, b~ 'Reo'!. JTillu{:: is almoa: thY(am~
as the Roman oy S?fl.ertii. . t..j o d. .

ARoman SeJlertzOus wasworth o ' o 2

'Iihe Real de Vellón, ' - , - - o o . ~.;. and ; '
.W hat can be well nearer ] Does not this fimilitude almoíl induce'
one to think, that the. original of this computatíon of Reals Ve/lon
carne from ROME? and though the Marauedi is Arabic, the
Real is Romano So far is very certain, that the gold EJcudo was
for many , ages called the Aureus) and was current under that
name down to the time ofDox FERN.ANDO.
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rnake th~i1 out; íee PATIN'S L'Hiít des Med. p."103. Jou­
BERT; Science des Med, Inft.7.

TitE Spanifh Copper Money is more like the firfi: rudc monies
of a barbarous people, than the coin of a great and civilized na­
tion. They have often feen the Roman money for ages paíl:; vat1:
quantities of it are every day ploughed up, "and brought to fale,
It is much they íhould never have atternpted the imitation of the.
Roman Brafl Coins, though they migh t defpair, perhaps, of exe­
cuting their Denarii, or their Aurii. But there has been al­
,vays íomething in the genius of thefe people averíe to improve­
ments,

" ~~NE teafón,' they [ay, why their Copper Money is fo baíe a"
~oin , ¡S"eafy to be affigned'. When the expenfive projeéts of
ambition, in the preceding reigns, had at different times: redu­
ced the Spaniíh finances exceeding low, it had been fometimes an

"expedient to coin' vaff quanriries of Copper Money: the coníe­
quenct: of this is, that there is' now' in SP'AIN at leaíl: ten:times
mote Copper Specie than tb"e circulation requires , and at Iength
it hath become fuch a burden, that merchants will rather allow

"one and a half per cent, diícount, than receive paynlents in cop­
per~ This hath producedanother effeét, for as" the quantity is fo
great as to be circulated in large bags, marked, of [o rnuch in
tale, the minifi:ry of SpAl N !S afraid of calling' in this Copper
Specie té the mint, for its value té be' reiíliied ' in Silver, as they
imagine theflatewould beagrear loferby thedeficiency. Th~s

is Spanifh poliey; but, for my own part, 1 cannot fee \vhy thl.$
N a evil

y e
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evil might not eafily ,be remedied , for, if .the governmentwould
but confent to lay out the Iinall fum of ~ 20,OOQ l ...Sterlingill.
buying thern .up, .they might fupprefs 20 mil1ions of 'thefe
Copper denorninations, "and the :convenience . thereby ariíing to
the interna} traffie of the kingdom wouldrnuch more 'than coun-,
terbalance the loís. ..:.The .Spaniíh miniítry-are at prefent .much
embarraífed with thisgrievance..; : ·.:,!h~ expedient vthey now-talk,
of to get rid of the greateíl: part of i t, ís. to calleé!' .it in facks,
and íhip it .off for the ufe oftheir colonies -in , AMERICA. In the
provinces, almoíl all payments are made in Copper, which ren~. '

ders commercial traníaétions ..therevery troubleforne, : ." j " ;)'

2. Of the SPANisI-r SILVER MONEY.

, ~ ' .So , that .you fee the Spaniards have etgh! .denomi?2~tión; ~ 0[. :th~ir:.
effeétive Silver Specie j butthey have likewiíe foine inlagtJ:¡ary' di-:- '
vifions, like that of QUr .Eng!i.fh Poun4.~S~ch "are __the jipe follcw­
ing. : . ' , . . ". ':_ '" . ' ,'," .' <' , ', .':,: ,,- , '. :, ";.." ~

.
l. TH ~ .Eícudo de Velloó, ' or c ópper, commercial, nominal

Crov¡n" :;:: ;to 10 Reals ,Ve~lon~ : !.: ': -... .'.. .' ., ~ . j . ' . ' : . :

2 • .rfRE J?~c~do "de venon, : or . ~ómi~ar' :C~ppel<Ducdt, , ' \ ~ :
Reals and 1 Maravedí j . ufed -chiefly incomputing marriagePor-

' . . ~ 1' ." ... ' " . . .' 'tions" .
• I + . , ~ " :: ' ~"

a
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tions, contraéts, fines, and court penfions, ~nd in rating all eccle-
íiaílical revenues, ~ . , " " : : ,

3. THE computed Dallar, or old Piece of Eight, commonly
.called 'rHE PIAST~E; , offifteen RealsVellon, and two 'Mara­
.vedis, , N·~ -B; .In cornmercial computations, where no particular
:fpecies is mentioned, ~o~tIiúft reckon bythís Piafire, ¡ " ' "

. ! . ; ~ .\ ~ ~ " " :

4.THE Ducado de Plata ,N ueva, = to fixteen Reals Vellón,
and feventeen Maravedis. '

, l' ~ ,.' ¡ , , ' . . l"r. •

," ·5 ~ TH·E,'Pucádo'.-cle :piata ;'d~ble , = to twenty" ·Real~ Vellón, 'and
, twenty-five Maravedis, and ri of a Marayedi~ . ,. , '. ", '

. "I N regard to their:, ej[eé1iv~ íilver fpecie, in the firíl: place ' ob­
ferv~, 't hat it has ,n~ impreís of any royal head; that whenever

....... --,i t has a íhield, or coat ofarms on.ít, .it is 'coined in. OId SpAIN,

if itbe ftruck before .the ye~r: 1733 j .. .the .American filver :money . .
fbruck befor~ th~,~ period, having only the..crofl and the numerals. . " .
'Hut , fiá~e thhe:year 173g!t~e ~~er-ican filver money has been.. theb r3 y.Genera i~ \¡
fame with t at of OLD SPAIN. . • . U· , . . .:;

. , ~ . ,TH~ "Real de .Vellon .. isthefmalleít.. píeceof their Iilvericoin , N
.ol:)rerv~- or.lli~ ' ,tnat" .though itvbe. of Si/ver, yet it is called Vellon
Money;- tnat is 'Copper Monéy : the reaíon is, thatit was origi-
nally a Copper coin. . but when they carne afterwards to ftrike it
.in $,i!7Jer, they fiilL.retained the oId name. ' The effeél: of this
hath been, ,that when merchants [ay :Ve/Ion Money, they mean ,
.S~¡rqer~ , :at1d' now call the ,Copper Cobre, or Calderilla. " . ' ." ,

• , • ~ . 1 ; • . ~ . .

, . " ," , : ' : ' : ' I

" . ,T H E ,Pefo Duro, Gourdo, Dallar, or famous Spanifh piece of
.Eight~ isnow tolerably well known in ENGLAN D '; there are So ur
Iortsofjhefe Dollars , two fquare, one ofLIMA, and one of
SEVI:LLÉ ;twoof theround íort, one with pillars; and one with­
'? \itpil1ar~ . , ' 'Tllere ~avé been 110 fquare 'Dol lars coined ~nce the
year 1733.PHI~IPV. then ordered that t bey Iho úld flrike only
the round and rnilled. The Dollars of FERDINAND VI. have
:the 'arms of CA ST'! L E and Lsoxon a Ihield 'quarterly ; the arms ,
. . " " N 'á 2 ' " . of
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· of FRÁN<;E' on ian efcutcheon of pretence , under : a. :regal crown,
, The legend-FERDND. ,VI. D. G. HISPAN,.; ,. ET: lND.

REX. ' .

ON the reverJe-two globes under a regal coronet, betwcen
:two pillars, with coronets inítead ofcapitals, labelled with 'the
motto PLVS, VLTRA. ' Legend, VTRJ\QYE' 'VN VM . The[e
ar~ called Colunario, becauíe of the pi/lars; ~heyweig~ exaé1:1y

, one ounee of filver, and their proportion , between the filver and
goId, is exaétly as 15 ='1 ; fifteen of thefebeing equal to the
Doblon de á, Ocho, which is . alfo exaétly an ounce of Gold.i--,
When the exchange of thispieee isat fifty-two.pence, , the Eng-
liíh gain four per cent.. ' . , .. " , .

, , 'l~~E meaning 'ofthe name Plece ofEigbt, 'wa~ originally owing­
ta its value ¡ it was a Real, or Dollar, of eight Reals of plate
currency. But therebeing now three 'diflinét piecesof Eight,
ftilI in ufe, this hath bred fome confufion : ' the reaíon of this va­
riety is however eafily to be accounted for.-The old Piece of
Eight was, as 1 faid, originnlIy in value eight Reals of PIate,;

,this by curreney in ' time Iofl fomething, almoft halfa Realof
PIate, and went at laft for fifteen Reals Vellon, ,and two Mara­
vedis. ' But when they carne to coinbetter fpecie, 'to make this
Donar a more valuable, and fairer eoin, they added the value of
two Reals oJo Plate to it,\vhich brought it toits moderu fland­
ard, namely twenty Reals VeIlon.-Yet ítill, as ', many of the
old pieces of Eight ftill ,remained, the . rnerchants were [o bigo~- '
ted to their oId calculation of fifteen Reals, and two Maravedies, ,
that they ftill kept up that .computation vand itrelnains even,
now, though the pieces themíelves are now no more; and is

whar

'*

"
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what theycall, reckoning by the Piafire.. This accounts for two
of the Pieces of Eight, thatof twenty ReaIs, and the imaginary
Piáfire.

THE exchangeof the Piaflre is now at par, or forty pence.
The third Piece of Eight is that of SEV1LLE, of the yearI 71 8~

and. was Ilruck. upon .theóld principleof eight Reals of plate cur­
rency, or fixteen Vellón, which it OOW goes for: . but theíe are
rare, .and do not often oceur. But -remember, that the tbree
.R eals-de á .Ocho, or 'Pieces 'oí-Eight; are' that imaginary one of

. fifteen Reals Vellon, and t\VO Maravedies, of fixteen Reals Vel­
'Ion of SEVILLE, and the modern one of twenty Reals Vellon.

; . . . .

IN,the year 17z6, PHILIP ordered; : that oId Silver Pieces of
Eight íhould país fórNine Reals ofProvincial plate, andone '.

" h alf; that is for nineteeri Reals ,VeIlon, one' lefs than the prefent
curreney. At this time there was a general recall of the [mal-
ler filver monies to the Mint, . ,.

" , , ',

IN the year 1728,

Of the S P A N 1 S H GOL n M o N E v .

THERE were ancientlyonly four Spaniíh Gold coins, ' and thefe
divided by a very fair and goodly proportion , the 'D.oblon , of
eight, the ~J the ~,the ~; exaétly the equal and .direét divifions
of anounce of Gold.; fincethat th~y have added a~~: and , the~r

. GoldMoney .ftands thus : . ,.

" , y-. ' 1"'h~"Efcudito de Oro, or Iittle Gold Crown " ,to twenty
Reals Vellon;

¡

~.·:.;I~.··,
.!
1,
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. '.2. 'I'nz Efcudo de Oro, .or largé .GoldCrown, equal to thirty­
'feveÍl"Reals, and it wenty- two .Maravedis: .: ~ : : ' . : . ; .... : .. . .. . ,

, 3. TH E Doblan de a Cinco, or GoldPiílole, == to .feventy-
-five Reals, and ten Maravedis. ' ' .' '' , . . ~ , ' . , ..,

" ~ ~
• • l .. ,_~ . ... .~ • . . " "

4. THE Doblan de á ~trd, , or dou61e .Gold .P iftole, = to
150' 'R eals, ,andotwenty Maravedis, :" .' ~ .' . s' : : ' .' ',; : . ,. : :

s. ' THE 'D oblan de "á Ocho, -or Goldpiece of Eight, or four
·G old Piftoles, ~ te 3°1 Reals, and fix .Maravedis, ,....: ' . '

. '. • .. . . , "! :... . • . '. . ' : !.: '; :. : : . [.; , . , ': ,1". :: . f . : • . 1 •

THE Spaniards _·have alfo two imaginary fpecies in the Gold,
tbeDobla 'de Oro, .or. DoubleDucat; ==:::'to .fourteen Reals, : .and
.n ine .M aravedis-s-andis ufed only by ,phyíicians .and chymifts~

·and the cornmercial nomiñalPiflole .o~ fixty .R~~l s Vellon,

.0 ., • .... • . : . ',.!' ; .~ ~ : ;.. ...:~~ :: .< '.~ :;' ! l.: ; : , ·'i.>'.' ~ i ' ; . '

'IN 'the year i7z8, PHILIP ordered; tha~thé"Doblo1i 'de á:Ocho
-íhould país . for fixteen. oId Piecesof .Eight; '.or.twenty Provincial
Dollars ; .the Doblon á ~tro for eight of thoíe Pefos, the Dob­
Ion á Dos for four , the Eícudo for two, or twenty Reals of
Plateo r : •••., .' , .J •. ': ." : -" , , • r " , • . ' .

~ .. ' o . ~ j ~ ~ - .

. .

. : THERE'ar~: three .fortaof the Golcl Doblan á' Ocho. ~ :(r.) the
·American, or 'of ' L'¡ M A; . fquare, .: with the croís; and :the nu­
'm eral. (2.) With the headof the Prince, asIegend, « PHJLIP V.
·D. G. HISPAN.ET. ·IND. · · R~X .~Rever.fe; arms 'of the
Kíng, with this motto: TIMüR DOMINIINITIUMSAPf­
·E N T llE. (3') 'The. .third .fof~ has no impreís of'the Prince,
'hut .has the :arms of' the · Kíng-under .'a· :reg'ál "crown, 'Iegend,

. .- . i. PHILIP.



T HE- :8 P.. A ..N 1 S:H.:M O N ,EY. 277

P.r¿;f~IP. ..X~ D;EI:. -GRATIA-:: O n· · the r~e1ft, a crofs, wíth
. this mottor HISPANIARVM. .REX.

• ' . ' \ ' l , "

' HAV I ~G no'w cbnclu~ed :the' .account cf the Spanifh money,
1 filan 'refer the reader to the following Table, which willfhow
at one view, the reduétion of all the fpecies of it 'into Engliíh.

. J.l10p~y ; .and . ~ t .is hoped the 'T able will be found b9th new and '
accúrate.. " J, ", " : • • • • . • " ' ." . ¡ , _

" f • • l . lo \. . • ' ; . _ .~ . ..

. l ' ,

. 1
: j

1
J

. ~,

. ~ ¡ .

TheReal dea Dos, 'ór curr Pef~tai '
TpepilJar'd Real de a Dos.

J .

2 ' C. ~1Reai de vellon, or Half Real de2. . 2·
'!' . Plata. -

3 . 2 The PilJar'd HaIfReal ofPlate.·;'
5 I t Real de Plata, oroReal of Silver•.
7 Thepillar'd Real ofPlate. ·
8

10 2~
1 r : 11­
1 . 4-
r : 6 2~ i •

1 9_Ij . The SEVILLE HalfDoIlar.
z

l
The Real de a Qgatro, or Medid
pero;. (i. e. H. alfoPieceofEight..}. ' .

2 ~ z . 2i The nominal Efcudo Vellon is
of the Carne value, Nine of thefe :

. make a Pound Sterling. .'
Z S l ' . . .

J z:rS Thenominal Ducado de VeUon; ,.
2 : 5 "31. or Copper Ducat; ,
2 ' 8
2 . 10 2j

3 ' 1 , If

1 'fThe nominal Doblo de Oro, Ol!' .
3 ! 2 d

3 G9I double, . . '.
3 _ 4

34

1
2

3f
4-
6~ '. "
5,

8 ·;
] z-t ··
z5t ·

Maravedla• . h: s, : d. f~

. j. . Maravedí. :
- ..~. Ochavo,

1

I f Q.Har~o. ;
2.

2-j

510 .

340 .

374-

. •.. f 4z,f . , .'¡ii;',: .; ~~. ' . ,;
10Z

136
17° .
2°4
238 '.
272

306

Reals Vellon.

ATA.B L 'E, ' jherrVt~g ·'tbe l7alue ·of '8 P A N 1 S H e o 1 N',&" ·

in ENG~ISH M·o~:~Y.

JI

11 and 1 Maravedis,

12

J3
14-
14 and 9 Maravedis;

IS

J
T ... ]~ .

¿

'2

2~

3
+
~

. ~ '7
8
9

, J O
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' ~ ha,m ' .rdyGe

Z " 1.j "

4
I SThe Eícudo de Oro, or bige
. ( Gold Crown,

; l~ _
8

JO 1.j'
1 1 ~

4-
6 zj
9 Jj

+ 7
4 , .8
4 10 ' 1.;
S 1..11: .
5" 4-

, ) 6 ' z-j
) 9 l-}
6
6 z zt
6 5 IJ
6 8
6
7

I fl
7
7
8
8

8

8
8
8
9
9.
9
<)

lO
10 Z 1.~
10 s 1 i
r ó . 8
JO 10 · 1.-j
11 1 17
11 4-
] 1: ' 6 zj
JI. 9' ~.~

. 12
12. . 2 1.~

lZ' S 1\
12' . 8
12. 10 2j

lJ 1 lJ

s. ' d. '" t.
~ : ~ ; .!. I The ~Jd PieceofEigbr, orPj~'
J -r ~ 1 nominal. '
3 , 6 , 2~ . The SEvn,LE Dollar.

' 3 8 ' ,5The J?uc~ado de Plata Ncevá, or
,, 1. .nominal Ducat of new plate,

3' , 9 li " " . ' .
... . " ¡.,. , , . .

:,:4 - ' Z , 'l Y .. ' :; ;. ' " ' , '

1Realde a Ocho, Pero Gourdo, or
4'- , S 1 i Piece of Eight; the litrle Gold

Crown is of the fame valne• . '
I ,T he Ducato de PJat.l Doble.

57S ;
6u '
646 .

680

Maravedi&. .I• .

1292

1:326,
]-3 60
1'39-+
J.p8
1462: '
1496'
,15!30 '
1-5 64;

1598
JÓ3Z
1666
179°
1734­
J716.8.
1802
1836
1870

1994',
, , 1~.3.S

197 z
1.006'

I

20

ReahVeUon_

1) and 2 Maravedis,

16

1631ld 17 Maravidís,

17
]8
19
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Reals Vellcin. Maravedís .' 1.- s. d. " f. .

60 ; 2°40 . o 4 o
61 2074- ° 6 ZZ-

?f
6z 2108 O, 9 1 J .

6J
"3

ZI+Z o o o
64- 21 76 o 2 2 j ·
65, 2210 ° 5 1 J .

"3
6ó 2 244 " O S O '

67 2 27 8. . ~. O JO 2~
3

68 : 23 12 O I ) -!'
3

69 2336 O 4- o
70 . . 23iO o .6 2f
71 . 24°+ .' O 9 .If ·
72 2438 O o O

73· ~472 o ~ 2!=
1

74- 25°6 r , ' o 5 1-1 ·
75 2540 '

. , o 8, o:
7S· and 10 Maravedis, O 8 2 '

76 2574- .0 J()

77 2608 O 1
¡8 26f2 ti 4-
79., 2676. o .' 6,
80 %7 10 . o g:- '
81 z74+~ ',o 0 =
8'2 .2778 o 2

83 z81Z '0

8~ 28 46 o'
8~ 2830 o
86 2914· °
87 19+8 . 0
88. 2982' ' o
89 30 16 '0
9° : 3°40 , . ~ ' 1 O

; J 5o an~ 20 Maraved~s, 1 J3 S' 2

]80 " 2 O O O
2"'70 3 o o - o

.3~ 1- and . 6 Maravedis, ' '. 3 6 JI . o
i 3~0 . 4- o ' o ' o
,,-4-'5° , 5 · 0 o O

: 54&' 6 O o ' o
, ,630 7 o o ' o

720 ' 8 · 0 o ' o
810 9 ° o o
9°0 :·1 0 O O O

' (:99a JI O O o .
J080 12 O O O "

J 170 13 o O O

1260 .: .14- " O O,·; O

])5 0 15 o o . o
14+<:> 16 o o O

153° . J7 ' ° o o
16zo 18 o O o
1710 16 ° ° o
1800 20 O O O

O o '

The 'nominal or common PilloJe.:
~

( . .. .~

-' ,!
v ,

The Doublon.of: oaa.

.... \ .

: i. ~.

: ; '. : t .

; . : ~ . 1:

The Doublon dea Q!!atro of'Gold,

'TheDoublon de a Ocho of Gold.:

"

'. 1," . '

Reale

"

!
:1
t
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Reals Vellon.. 1. s, d. : .ReaIs Vellpn. . :1.- s. d·• . ;:~

189ó . ; 2 1 O O 5490 61 o . O
"j
a

1980 122 O o . 5c¡80 62 o . 0 ' ,~

.2070 ·23 o o 5670 63 o o .~1

2160 ·24 o· o 5760 64- o o ~
~

2250 25 o o '5850 .· 6 ~ o o '.,1
1

23+0 ·26 o o 5940 66 o o 1
:1

243 0 27 o . : o . .6 0 30 67 o o "

2520 28 o o , .6120 68' o ' 0
.261.0 .29 o : o ,6210 69 o o
2700 . 30 o . : o 6300 70 o · 0,
2790 31 O ' o 6390 71 o o
2880 3 z o ' o .6 4-80 71. o o
2970 33 o . o 6570 73 o o '

. 3060 . 34 o , o ; 6660 74- o o
3150 35 o : o 6750 75 o o
324° :;6 o o . . 68+0 76, o o
3330 37 · o o . : 693ó ' 77 ' o °34 2 0 ,38 o o ' 70 '20 73 . o o
3510 39 O · o 7 110 79 o o
:;600 40 o o 7 2 0 0 80 0- o
369° ' "-p o o 7290 81 ° o
3 7. 80 .4z o · o 738o . 82 o o
3870 43 o o '74-7° 83 o o
3960 44- o o ,:7560 84- o o
1-°50 . 4.5 o ' o '7650 8": o o)

~P ...o :46 o o 1740 86 o ' o
4 230 ~7i o o · :1. 8 ~o 87 o o
4f.3 2 O 48 o ° ~'920 . 88 o o
...410 49 . o .' o · BOlO 89 O , o'

45°0 50 o o 8100 9° o o
~59° 51 . o . o 819:> 9 1 o o
~680 52' o ' o , 8280 92 o °
~7.7° ' : · '53 ° o 837() 93 o o
4860 54- O · o 8460 94- o o
...950

~~ ° . 0 85SD 9; o o '

5°40 ) o o 8640 . 96 o o
'51 3'0 57 o . ° 8730 97 o o
52 410 58 O . o 8820 9 8 o o
53 10 59 o o 8910 99 o e
54-°0 60 : o " o 9°00 100 o o

d TABLE ofENGLISH and POR T U G A L ,M o N ~ v,
.reduced to S,p A N 1 S H Computation•

l. s. d. R. V. Mar.
. Sixpence. o o ' 6 2 8~ ..
Shilling o I o "1- 17
HalfaCrown o 2 6 . 11 8{-
A Crown o 5 o 2 Z 17
Halfa Pound S~r. ° lO o 1-5 o

Half
~ .. .
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Mar~. -

8J
o'

17
_17

o
o
o

R.:V.
4:7­
9°'
94-

121

135
16z
32 4=

5. - d.
6" o 10

' I' -- cr o
I r o
I 7 o ­
l ' _ JO o
J 16' o
:;-I"Z , Q.

HaIf a Guinea
A P01ind'Ster•.
A Guinea
l\IIoidor-e
A Pound and a Half
• A Six and Tllirty
A Three PoundTwelve

- ~ N.B. Six and Thirties, - or PORTUGAL Pieces, exchange in this country at great
10fs: They will givé atCoRVNNA only.15 27 or atmoLl 156 Reals j atMADRID fomething
more, Thc par is 16z Realf~

{
_. i .
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;f But a modern wrirer has well confured this opinion.-His words are, " La
'pru~ence ' Efpagnole; qui ne fonge pas. tant -au prefent, qu'elle ni penfe auffi ál'
avenir, ne veut pas qu'on y touche, tandis que ceiles des Indcs auront dequoi four­
air. -le trouveque c'efl Iagerncnt fai~ él cux,

T HE Soíl of SpAIN is naturally dry, and is rendered nm more
. ' fo, by reaíon of the great heats, which parch up the fprings
and brooks, and by the want of rain to refreíh the earth at pro-" ,
per feafons. Of this a remarkable inflance happened about five

.years ago, when it .had not rained in CAST ILE for nineteen
months together,

- .' o n, I 1 ~ x.r a '[, 'Gp
THE general furface of die country, Ir yon ,' except the two

CAST ILES, is uneven, fcarpeH, an a. mountainous.-'-lt has .been
. doubted by the Abbe de * ,V E R A Y~ and others, whether there

D l even were any mines of filve.r in s-Al N~ becauíe the ~paniards at '
. . prefent work nene -: but this prefumption has be en 111 founded, ­

.1 am .told, that it is a íl:anding maxim of Spaniíh policy, not
, to work any of their mines in EUROPE, as long as thofe of .
_AMERICA will fupply them, It is a certain faét, that there are
manyji/ver mines difperfed throughout SPAIN, andat GUADAL­

CANAL in ANDAL u sr A in particular.-·-E;llgliJh¡nen have gane ayer
there, and have exarnined the very ore, .and have found it fa pro­
miíing, that fome have been fanguine enough to affer to contraer

nI

i ,
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for the w9.rking:·p(lth~:~ines. <But fuppofe the 'nzoderns had not
examined into v.this ~ p óint, .:would not the .teflimony of the an-:
cients have becn.flrong .enough. to prove it? .: POL v arus, 'STR A~

:BO, and Lrvv, !lJL .~fflr.~ :it~ < 'CA':fO impofed a tax 'upon the
filver andoiron mines, among the VERGIST ANI: See LIVY,

Lib. 34- ~: ': .< ': .! " : , ~l; ~ I: .'~ ;. " .
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To 'rétriedy·' theíe defeéts ··tÜe min'Ül[iy" i ¡iri¡ " :P'Hi:~'rp ' IIF'§ ati·cI

. . ' , ' ' . , , .
'PH1~ 1 P IV~ 's time, offered v~ff p'reiniums:.te;"Firomb.te:'maffiage
and agricúltü re. ' But their .imprudent-fehérlíes;·of..poliey .inother
'ínflances have rendered thoíe patriotlaws almofl' ineffeétual,

IMe
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ANOTHER unfavourable circurnílance to .agriculrure js, there.
being no exportation of corn allowedin SpAIN from one province
oto another, except fór die King's rife,' tlieexigericies of thefleet,
army, and fiich occafions. In coniequence of this -bad polícy,
they are obliged to íend' to ' B~AR BARyt - atíd:~AiRIcA, or fa
ENGLAND foto corn , for, 'it is~ morally irnpoflible but theharveít
rnuítfáil annually in: fomeene provincc or other; and-fhen that
province muít be fupplied from abroad, .Indced.vth é traníporta­
'tion of it to anygreat diílance is almoft impraéticable , for their
Iarge rivers being left in their natural ftate,are not ria~igable.-

F OR my own part, r am perfuaded.. that íhey ,Í00'k üpon al!" '
fue R improvements, in fome meafiire, 'as jinji~l. .Whaf 'fhall we
fay filperflition ,viII. 001: ~erfuadé men te, when ' \Ve reaa. the,'fol-·
lowing curious de1iberati0J:f of a council of'ftat~, in the reign~

of CHARLES II..?--Wnen a ' company oF ~tl:tc'h ' · C0ntraétors of..
fered that Prince, to make the'TAGusnavigable to.. LISBON, ar

D1\ tHeir own expence, provided they were allowed atoll, for a eer-·
.tain number 'of y~ars; upon fuch goods .aswere fentby .water­
carriage that way : --for . they intended to render the M'tl!2fanares:
navigable from Madrid to where it: fans into the Pagtis.-···The
Council of C~STIL ~ having long de1iberated upon- that propofah.­
made at laíl: this .remarkable deterrnination.e " That 'i f it. had
H pleaCedGod, that theíe two ~ivers íhould have been navigable,.

..« 'he would not have wanted human affifiance to .havemade them.
" .fuch : but. : as he has not done' it, it is plain.he did not think it
" proper that it íhould be done. To.attempt it, therefore, would

' " be to violate the decrees of his providence, and to amend the
" imperfeétions which he de~gnedly left in h!s works,"

_ B U T befides tbis defeét in their ,rivers, they .h ave opened very
·fcw' roads for carríages , in " many placea there being (caree:

Ó, . rOQm
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room even .for amule to país by. Another difadv.antage to agri­
cultureis, that .where the land happens lo be . let to a tenant;

' . which is not roften the .caíe, t~efa/e ofthe' f'jlate" voids tbe.leqft ;
from whence comes their Spanifh .p roverb, VeJZia deJház e renta:
-:fheJalei rees JOz¿fr()m~rente This is [o direétly contrary to our
Iaw, and the equity of the 1:hingJ that thedifcouragelnel1t .to the
farmer need ~ot b~ infiítcd on. . .

:,. T!~E luilitáry .fpil~it ' ~of -thefe .people, which has always pre-:
vailed, .h as. no .douht 'g iven _thetn acontetnpt for agriculture.

, Whoever travels ovcr ~PAJ.N ~ will be grieved to fee fuch vaít
tracks of fine land, turned to fo little advantage; great part of it'

. not tilled; : andthat which is, done in fo careleís and ílovenly a
manner, .as •to .produce a ftarved erop of corn, ' even , in lpots
where .they .migh t '.command the.imofb abundant harveít. Their
corn is ufually choaked.~p with flones, Jilth, .and weeds .of every
kíiid.. ~Be.re cannotbe ~ fironger proo(give~of the fertility of the
foil in S.P.AI~,th,!ilits producing fo much as ít doth, when you '

~-~ confider thow litt~ e _ ~al.>our tb .ey beíl:o\V up.0n .it" Whetl the~
'ptoW, they fcarce do more tIlao j:ull; [eratell tl~e fu rface o,f.. the
. grounq .with a flight fUfrow; af~e~ dle firí] Rlowing, tRey ler the
earthIie for a few days, . ·ft~a .t nen they fl:w., the .Wb~at. inSep,~ ,

tember, ando~~.e,earlry~n February :. when .th is isdone, .they
felaom ufe the Harroto, butplow it overagain, in orderto cave!"
theIeed, ' T hus it flands ·tíll June or JuIy, at which .time they
cut it 'down . . T4e Barley is rarely bound in íheafs, and the
Wheat 1.10t always. . Neithervhowever, are . .carried into Ba¡·JlS';·.
but they Iay it down on fome clean dry híllock, and .. then their
mules come witha drag, and treador beat .out the corn , it is a
.ih ortet method than .our ;thrijhil1g.. . The winnowing there ís

. . done Ilill eaíier, .by only throwing the corn up .into the aire

'SUCH is the general indolence of the inhabitants of .th is coun- .
try, ' t~at il)any ofthern :\vill :neither reap nor.gathei· in their o\vn .
corn.. 1 {hould ,except, ''ho\\~everJ the indufi:rious GALLICIANS,

who, w¡.th great ·numbers out, ~f FRANCE, fi'orilAuV'ER9NE
and LANGUEDOC, annu~ly travel over 'all ~PAIN, to be its huf...
bandme'Ih '



-W~EN ' 1 :fpe~k 'of the .SpaniíhAgricul tur é, 1 mean the' general
flate of itin SPAIN; for fome 'parts of tliecountry are ,certainly
much more tilIed and improvedthan othersr whichmuíl: be the cafe
in ' all countries : thus, for inílance, when you país the SIERRA:

},llOREN A, or that craggy faw of mountains, by which you enter
inta

LITTLE 'elfeisfown .inSr-arx, but Wheat, Barley.and Rye; 'to;
the mules they ufiially give choppedflraw, .and thefe animals will
undergo amazingfatigue; upon fuch poor foad. 'The Spaniili horfe
are likewiíe comrnonly' fed with chopped ftraw~, 'and, it gíves
them the fineft' coat '; imagiriablc, but when theyare upon hard'
íervice, they give ' 'them Barley, the .richer fort, ,. ~ndeed,givé
their mules barley. -TheSpaniardsmake little ufe of oats, ,t ho'
there are' fome few fields ofit to be met with,

, , .

.. ~ .. . : ...., \
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THE corn, when cutdawn, ufually.Hea expofedilp6,n : "ili~e

dry hígh ground for a month or fixweeks r as ~~t muít therefore
be watched by night, they build fmall 'huts' to .lodge in. :" Theíe
places being . mofl comrnonly in ' the neighbourhood vof great·
towns, it is the evening diverfion of the Spaniards, at this Ieaforr,
to walk out.to thefeErzr, (orAreas) as they call .thern, toforrn
parties there; ,fome fitting, others playing on theguittar, others
i1nging and dancing Sequedillas or Fundungos. ,D uring the heats, .

"th e cool air of thafe rifing grounds- is ipleafant.. and .the fcene
odd enough.. They frequently fray out late, at thefe entertain- '
.m ents, "T he Iadies offaíhion at MAl?,RID fometimespartake of .
them. " ' . " .. ' , ; ,; .' : ~

' U
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into ANDAL USIA, the [cene is agreeably changed, the country
ehearfuller, all tilled to corn, or planted with olives; the villages
neat and clean , but even here indufiry is wanting , no inclofures,
no trees, but vines and olives.

FROM CORDUBA to SEVILLE you pafs over a ruder country,
Iefs cultivated, and abounding in olives, and fome vineyards.
The country, however, about GRANADA, MURCIA, V ALEN­

eIA, ' and BARCELONA, has been of late years very nobly culti­
vated and improved :- in that Iatter city, in particular, there is [o
rnuch induflry, that you would be apt to think the peopIe were
not Spaniards, In the environs, alfo, of the two former cities, the
country is one continued garden, abounding with all íorts of me­
Ions, gourds, pimentos, and gardell herbs, interíperfed with
plats of coro, maize, rice, hernp, &c. all growing under the {hade

" ry-trees, which cover the whole country : they have
peas, cau owers, íallads, beans, &c. frelh from their gar­
-d w· hout the help of an hot-houíe, in the middle of our
winter.

TH regard to the other provinces , in BISCA y theyattend
eh e y to their Iron manufactures, and fo of courfe pay lefs regard
to ag i ltur. ASTURIAS is áll mountainous and woody, ex­
eepting here they have laid the forefis waíle for the fupply of
their navy. 1 fay laid them waJle, becaufe, through their uníkil­
fúlnefs in cutting and felling the timber, and a careleís prodigality
in the manner of doing ir, they have cut down as much of the
nobleft .wood, to build a few men of soar, as would have ferved
the Spaniíh navy for fome years. A gentleman, who lately tra­
veIled that way, aífured me, that the ASTURIAS, in this re­
fpeét, had more the appearance of a plundered province, than of
a country in the hands of its own mafters.

THE t\VO CAST JLES are miferably cultivated; LEON worfe;
but fome parts of G ALL 1 C r A are fine; and though their atten­
ti on to, and íkill in agriculture, is by no means equal to that of
the fouthern provinces of SpAl, yet it ha no mean appear­
ance.

Pp ONE
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' O N E of the late miniíters tried to introduce the Englijhjiyle of
agriculture into SP 'AIN, 'within thefe few years; -and Tent for .
ploughs, .harrows, 'and other implementsandtools ofhuíbandry
from LO~DON. But when he cameto. teach his Caflilian pea­
fants, the ufe and application of thefe rufiic arrns, theyhád no
lefs averfion to them, than the Spaniíh troops .have .now to the
Prt!lJian "lilitary exercifi: Thcy tried to work with them, 'but ,in'
vain. TheDos will .as foon quit his íkin, ashis habits and ·pre­
judiees. ' S,o they laid the tools clown yery quietly, and told the
miniíler, : " ,~ no fepuede trabajar con inílrumentos femijantes
" á 10sYnglefes-'Il;atit was'impt1/ible tosoorl: with ftch tools as. '
" t~e Eng!ijh.'," .' . -

',W I !T H regard to ,Climate, ,the Spaniards -certainly breathe the
purefr air, ' well fuited to fuch confiitutions as are not Iubjeétto
cbolics, particularly to what is 'calledthe dry cholic. It is too thin
and fubtle. to agree with confiimptive diípofitions, but to .fuch
wliofe conftitutions "are fqund, ·and unimpaired byhereditary or
acquired difiempers', diere are few oetter; climates in tHe w;or.1d., p
In GALL,IC::IA: the airis more impregnated with vapours and
moifture ;but in general, tHere is neitheF'mifl nor-cloud,. and -rqu
.h ave .the moíl íerene azure íky conftantly over -yourhead, -that
can be.imaginecl. · '

IN ,winter, the cold is not of fa' freezing a nature as ' in,ENG­
'LAND, nor doesit numb the extremities in ' the fame manner,.
.butit is of a more piercing and fubtle kind j wherefore great.
caremuft be taken at -thoíe -feaforisto guard well the breaíl ando
-lungs. . Fire is .as muchwanted at MADRID, irrthe .midft of
-winter, as in ,L ON DON,and yet they ufe braziers -in general; ando
..but few cbimneys, In ]une, luIy, 'Augufr"and part of Septem-.
ber, the heats are very oppreffive; during the hours of heat, to ,
be íl:ill, with as little light in the room as poffible, is the only

, w ay to be .tolerably cool. Orear care ought to be taken in regard
tothe water all over SPAIN; particularly. at SEGo.v~A,.and

"A R A N J U E Z ,for .in thofe places, if drank without :proper cau­
,t ion, it willhave themoíl: fataleffeéts. ·" T he íureít preíervative
is to boil it, or to put an hot iron iota it, befare you drink it. The·

, wa~~



AGRI,CULTURE ' IN SP·AI~.. 289 '

water,. indeed, of MADRID" is excellent, particularly that of the
. fountain of the Recoletos. The court of SPA IN have given it
the ftrongefl recommendation poffible, for they have fent water.
from MADR ID .evento Don CARLOS and. Don PHILIP, as far

-- as IT AL Y. '

You nlay findforne Trees in ,S P A I N not very common in other '
countries, The olive tree, green oak, and mulberry tree, abound
there , yoa willmeet with vaft forrefts offir',and corl: ; of which
latter they make ftoolsand benches, and apply it t~, many . other ,
domeític uíes. There are fine woods of oak in E·8TREMAD URA

and ASTURIAS; íome 'f ew palms and "ceJars are likewife faund.
Then as to Fruits, there are figs, pomegranates, ,oranges, le­
mons, citrons, dates, capers, walnuts, chefnuts, piílacho-nuts,
raifins,grapes, ,peaches, neétarines, apricots, plums of aH íorts,
pears, apples, mulberries, ftrawberries, currants, but, 1 ,belíeve,
no gooreberries. . - , .. ' _

VINEYARDS abound every where; for they make neither beer,
nor cyder, rum is prohibited,and their brandy is a wretched fpirit,
difiilled from anijeed. Foreign wines are very difficult tobe had

',t here' at any price, except in the fea-ports , even the finewines '
of their own growth are by no means cheap, or eafy to be pro­
cured. ,W hat wine is fold of foreign growth, is chiefly fome
poor ,Claret, or wretched ,Frontiniac. The ~ines that. are native
are .remarkably ílrong, theyare preífed out In the ancient man... · ,
ner, fo often mentioned in Scripture, by the feet; when thus '

p . P 2 trodden '
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trodén out, ·' they are immediately put into hog jkins~ fewed up,.·
and pitched on the infide : the piteh is apt to give therna déeper
tin t,: and a. very rank tafle i this the connoiííeurs call taíl:ing of
the Borracho. There are many fine wines in SpAIN, thevery
narnes .of which 1 know not : thofe that have fallen in ;my way
are the following. l. Mountain. 2. Xeres, or what we call
Sberry; a town near CADIZ. '::.. Paxarete, both dry, and ..
fweet. , 4. ' Malaga, .In that country, what the Spaniards call'
Don PEDRO'~ XIIvlENES, from the name of a ' famous vintner in-
that city. . 5. 'MalvaJia;in CA TALONIA, what we call 1J1alm.fy:.
6. Tinta de Rota, or what we call 'rento 7, Peralta. 8. 111011­
tilla. 9. Guarnacha,- : in- CA T ALONI A. 10. Fontcarral. 11.

Mofcatel; 12. Ribadauian. " 13'. Marauella, 14~ Seges, _ 1r:
.-Ma.l1cha~ · .This laíl is the wine of Don Q!LIXOTE'S country : it
is of the red grape, andowhat ischiefly drankj mixed withwater;
'by the court and gentry- at MADRID.

THER~ are great plenty of oxen and cows, 'though rhe Spa-.,
, niards make no hutter, oiJ fupplying its place. They make like-· ·

wife very little ufe ófcows milk, goats nu·lk being only tobe had,
. even at MADRID.. ' They have black cattle in,great abundance,
and large flocks of íheep. AH thefe are ufualIy pOOi- and lean,
for want of paíhire, though the fleíh is .not without i ts reliíh, and
the meat is certainly more íubílantial, m~re nutritious, than what.
is killed inENG.LAND.

THEY have irnrnenfe droves of fwine, particularly about TA­
LAVERADE LA REGNA. As thefe are fed withchefnuts, the­
pork is of a moft exquiíite flavour. Poultry in general, .except.

, the



A G R 1 e u L T U RE. 1 N S P A 1 N. 291

the turkies, are inthis country lean and dry. , T h é're are great
quantities of game of'all íorts, hares, partridges, &c~ ' but nei- :
ther fat llar well flavoured. The veniíon is_good, but inferior to
our own, Rabbit~ breed and multiply afioniíbingly in SPAIN,

and are very good foad; they wereuogreat a nuifance, in the
time of AUGUSTUS, that the Roman foldierswereobliged to de­
ftroy thern, as STRABO tells USe This made CATULLUS call
SPAIN Cuniculofa Celtzberia.And BOCHART fays, that the name
oí SPAIN e,ame from the Pbanician SPANIJIAM, which fignifies
tbe landof rabbits. .

ra
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To tbe Reuerend Dr. ;K E N N 1 e-o T T, &c. &c.

XVI~

[ 292. 1. . .,

L · 'E T : T ,·· E. R

. TRIS country was the refidence of thofe learned Arabs, AVI­

CENA, AVERROES, ALMANZOR, and MESSAHALLAH. It was
here thofe ableJews wrote theír comments, the Rabbins ABEN

EZRA, MOSES BEN-MAYMON, A. ZACUTR, BENJA,1.'rÍIN, Mo­
6ES KIMCHI, and his fons ·D A VI D and' JOSEPH;. with others,
whofe names and works are fa humorouíly defcribed in that
beautiful poe1n, your Oxflrd Al/é/io DavfJial1a.

-'B UT though there certainly are great colIeétions of Hebreiu,
and other Oriental MSS. remaining in Sp AIN, yet 1et me intreat
yau, -Sir, not to raife your expeétations too high, or fanguinely

1 ~

T o thofe, Sir, who, .1ike you., are great próficierit~ in the
'. ". Hebrew and eaítern languages, there are ' perhaps few
countries in the world -that would afford them more pleafure
than this .of SPAIN, could they hut -have free accefs to all the
óriental111anuJeripts it is known to cantain•
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-·to· i.~~gine) tha~'You can derive any greát acc~ffions' tooyoti'rne~f!
-E dttton oflhe Bible, from this 'part of the 'world. N ot that 1 .arn

, -without .hope of ' obtaining fome valuable collations for your ufe
hereafter r but thatmuíb 'be the .w ork of much time und .applica­

, tion: patience and perfeverance are moíl eíientially neceifary in
'aH ~o~r tranfaétions with a Spaniard.

'Yotr no doubt are welI aware, that , thofe who gleanafrer fu~h
'm e n ,as' XIMENES', MONTAN~S, and PEREHoUBIGEANT, in
this country, cannot expeét -to find much left, which they have

, ~ot collated. .But ftill 1 arn perfiiaded, from knowing the genius
.of thefe people, 'that ' a Ik ilftil and diligentenquirer would dif- ,
cover [orñe 'Hebrew MSS. which thefegreat mennever íaw : fome .
.have doubtlefsbcen broughthitherfince ·th eir time, and fome:
Erobably 'e~ca.red "their fearch, r

" HA:VI~'G ufctl myutrnofl endeavours to procure ,you fome col:..·
, 'lations of fuch ancient HebrewMSS. of the Bible, as Lcould get

intelligence of in SPAI 'N, it is hut reaíonable, that 1 íhould give'
YC>u" Sir, as .fatis~'létory an ac~ount as 1 can of the fleps 1 tookfor

-that pu~pofe.. ' ' . ., ' .

t , THERE arebutrzse principal obftacIes .10 'yourprocuring 'rhe'
collation -of the Hebrew MSS. in SP'AIN: thefe 'are, the -abiolute
neceflity vof his Catholíc Majefly'spermiflion ; ,and the difliculty

. of findingperfons ofability, l~arl1ing, leifure, and what is . more, '
humility fufficient forfuch awerk: fo~,. fhould you find out an
ecclefiaític able enough to go throughthis dry taík, he may pof- ,
fibly -h ave too .muchpride.tor~ceive.your pay,; andthen what
motive have yoti left tO 'engage him with .?: - ' '

~. ,

. . ~ : '
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Bu T how difcouragingfoever thefe obílacles may appear, yet
notwithílanding, if there breaks out no war, ,and 1 have the op­
portunityof another year's flay in this country, 1 amperfuaded 1
íhall have the fatisfaétion of being inílrumentalin removing them
in greatineafure. . ' .

UPON this 1 wrote to .E N GL A ND , advifing an application te. be
made to the Count DE FUENTES, in orderto obtain his Catholic
Majefty's permiffion, that the Hebrew MSS. of th~Bible' in

"SPAIN migbt be callated for your WofK.ThatCount's . chap­
lain called upon me íoon after at S~GOVIA, .ane! aifured me,
that rheCount DE FUENT ES had pro.mifed to procure anoapplica­
tion from the Romiíh college ofCardinals to the King of SpAIN,

for the Engliíh to have the fame permiffion here,which 't hey
had in the Vatican.. This 1 have heard .no more of fince , and
to telI you the truth,: 1 did not believe at that time, .

YO u
• . Seeaboye, p. S3.

UPON receiving advices from-·ENGLAND in regard to your un-'
dertaking, 1 immediately wrote to fome of the Spaniíh literati up- ­
on that fubjeét, and alnong others to Don FR". PEREZ BAGÁR,

a canon and treafurer of the church of TOLEDO: . he . fent me
word, that he had by'him between * twenty and .th irty Hebrew
MSS. of the Biblevwritten poffiblyin the Xllth century, ·or uot
much later ; _and that therewas one in particular, dated 1144-"­
This account of his, however, proved erroneous , for he told rne
afterwards, that he had ooly eight MSS. byhim of the Hebrew
Bible, with another in the church library: for, .not having fuffi-
ciently examined the reít, he found that feveral, which he ima-

- gined to have contained the text, were only Rabbinical com- .
rnents, . . . .M- · [ J pA he '.. a
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,:.,: . Y~.t!. .w}l~ -fee , io_ . ~Y. t ~atalogue of the Escun ra r, 1\1S8. what
there 15 10 that place. While 1 ~as .there, 1 had the ,good fortune to
meet with the Count GAZOL 'A, one of his Catholic Majeíly's'great
favourites, a Lieutenant-general, and his principal Engineer. He
having afked me, Iflhad fucceeded ~O;. obtainíng acceís to the I-le-

" brew.and other ..MSS ¡,jti SpA] N' ? ,1 repliedv that IJlad feen thoíe
, of the ESCUR IAL, in a very curfory manner, but noneelfe; that
' as,t O, fiich .an acceísas 1 wanted, for the purpofes ofco/!ation., 1 de­
-Ipaired ofever feeing' that point accompliíhed. ' H e replied, -H,Cou- ,
," rage, . mon ami, :a ' mon .retour .á .MA D R ID, ' je vous ferois cette
" grace moi merne."- This 1 looked upon as a moít Javour­
able incidentr and accordingly, when 1 returned te MADRID, . 1 '
drew up the inclofedLatin epiílle to Count G AZOL A, íl:ating the

.nature of your, prepoíals, and defiring his affiftance in":obtaining
, ,:the King's permiflion.

-Ó; P. S. Since my return to ENGLAND, 1 have little rnore to add,
-Sir, to this account. v.When 1 faw theHonourable-Mr, HAY at
. LISB"ÓN, .he verywarmly efpoufed the cauíe of your undertaking ,
.and was fo"obliging ,'as to .offer to keep fuch a literarycorreípon-

, -dence openduring the ' war, if neceílary. "' But as weh áve now
the profpeét ofpeace 'befare .us, we are underno refirain~softhat
fort , and whenever you would have any correfpOI,ld~nce J~ SPAIN ' "

e
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renewed upon this rubj~a, pleaíe t~ let me kno~ you~- commands,
·.and 1 Ihall very readily ohey thero. . < . • • • . ' . • '

-Ad"Excel1en·timmuniCo~iten;:D.·~ :G.A ~O~·A" :" &;~~ ~. &~.
. de Collatione HebraicorumManuícriptorum Veteris
.' 'I'eílamenti. : '..: ' .: , : :.. ·..0._. - , . : :" .: '.

.,'1

·L··f· '·· .. A" . o' c .

i. • •

Q .
' . - ' · r ;

. c

s

•• • • 4

• o, '

P ·-·I .E

Q!!AMPRIMUM igitur, Comes Excellentiííime, incoeptum et
confilium hocdivulgari coepit, tantus ardor et creteros Britannos
apud exteras regiones aliofquepopulos peregrinantes corripuityut
confefiim manufcriptos codices Hebraicos ubique deliteícentes .ex­
quirerent, eruerent, et felici quádam indagine aucupare~t.

A T ne exteri quidern, ne eorum glorie et laudi detraharn, tan­
to operi, tam .late et univerfie utilitatis.in rempublícam, in gene-

. I i . . ris

.c.uM ~os,Britan~i,.c.omesExcel~entiffi~e; orbi ~itte¡.ato ~u-
. pern~e cnunciavimus, nos hodie novamfuícepiíle íanéti et

antiquiffimi iftius Fcederis editionem, magni Cardinalis XIMENIS ~ .

.quafi claffico et exemplo accenfi o:' ita et in eundem finem rationes
publico propofuimus, et é prelo edidimus, .collationemmanufcrip-
torum facri te.xt~s Hebraici [olu~modo fpeétantes. a '

: INC.REDIBILE eff diéltu gua ~rdore et o~nevole'n tia tántum opus
.ab omnibus fere noílrorum hominum ordinibus ftatim . excipieba­
rt ure: Academia, Oxonia, Cantabrigía,Dublin~a' fufFragia fua
.perquam libenter detulerunt , nec votis tan tum inanibus proíe­
cutre funt, fed auto et argento oblatis Iiberaliter .adjuvarunt. .Idem
dicendumeft de Archiepiícopis, Epiícopis, Decanis et · Capitulis,
Collegiis, et ut ne fingulos rnemorem de permultis non rninus
propter religionem et doétrinarn eorum infignibus, quamper ítem­
mata et faílos majorum. ,
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ris humani commodum et ornamenturn excogitato, ne ipfi exteri
pro fuis viribus, pro [ua humanitate nobis defuerunt; Prrecipu
Reme, Florentire, Bononie, Mediolano, Genue, Venetiis, By­
zantii.

REGIS~q 2

rec oratio m roges forran Come
modo mihi veílram expetenti

., ir o iflime, ut e e
inveniant, quam a fanétiffimo

al egio OM1E obtinuerunt:

FREMA T licet onachorum coenobia, et clamen Sacri Officii
fubfel1ia, tamen cum liberum patria; mere fpiritum et animum
mecum afportaverim, tibi Comes Litteratiffime liberrime dicam
quod fentio: quanquam enim nos Chriíliani in diverfa ierimus
momenta fidei, tamen eandem ambo jidem profitemur, ad eafden:
facras jcripturtlS provocamus: lEqué et communiter amborum
intereíl eoídem ex quibus haurimus fontes puros putoíque coníer­
vare. QEis etenim ve! íanus ve! íobrius malit eam iIIam ignoran­
ti m, eof e errores, qui ex ofcitantia librariorum libros facros
invaferint, de f~culo ad freculum perpetuare, a generatione in ge­
nerationem confecrandos tradere? Eam quam hodie licentiam
Roma Britannis Papa pr~fiitit, Matrito certe non detraéturus erit,
Sed in ea non moramur,

IÑ urbe vero . OMA, ubi artes et litterre humaniores tanta olirn
ubertate floruerunt, nec hodié deíertre funt, primi ordinis nobiles,
et etiam ecclefire Catholicai omanre principes, fuurn operi auxi..
lium et patrocinium humaniter et urbane prreítiterunr. Eminen­
tiffimus Cardinalis Pqjjionéi 1iberam collationis licentiam a fummo
et S. S. Pontífice obtinuit, et Vaticani fores confeílim patefecit :
hodieque ornne in celeberrimá iHa Bibliothecá Hebraici manu­
fcripti per Anglorum manus accur (ffimé excutiuntur in ipfo pala­
tio, et dum vivu aderat, fub Eminentiffimi Cardinalis aufpicii

u.
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. REGIS' tantummodo Iicentia et auétoritas noflre caufre, ' noílrse
queílioni expetiturvQgjs autcmadeo fidens inventus erit, quíhanc
cauíam et queflionem humillimé perMiniítros fuos : ad Reg ém
Catholicum deferatP Excellentiffimus Legatus noíter Britannicus
rei politicre folurn inv~giIat)' neque his curis alienis vel tangi vel
impediri pofíir. ". Sí de me 4icerem, qui tantum vile .quoddam lit­
teratorum noílr órum in hac queílíone inílrumentumfim,: et tan­
quam .exilis patrie mere vox, heec mentinquam áufurum fufcep-
turumve non diffiteor. ' .. : - , ,/ ' . .., :-. ' :.- ; ,

a

~ ~ . !.r... j ~ ..~ :
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t He is publilhing the Ruins of tbe Ancient POESTV M•

~ ~ .

SIT tibi t POEST ANlE-gloria prima rofe. ;
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fin .E P rsrr, :E /O .c;HARLESCHRISTOPHE!t PLUER, chargé
, .·d·es A.ffair~sjr;m·lhe. Coitrt qf DENMAR~ to tbat qfMAD'RID,

: ~ ' written: . original1y- t"n , Latin by' ,Don GREGORY,. MAYANS, . and
_o; :con"taiiiing ·l he·· prifént"$tate ef tbe . IIEBRE.w .and ARABle

l .' '-ietii:-ning :'in ' SPAIN; "-,' ü.~d ' wherÍ? 'i he - prt~cijat. MSS. "in ,t hqft
'Brancbes. áxe to beflund. ' - '"" '-- '

' . . . , " .. " 1\
, . ' . . " , " ~" .., "

_~~ ;H E~ :!\~~~~~ _ ,aI?d ~E~R:E\~ . Ia.ngu~ges b~vealways greatly
:~\ .flouriíhed ln .Sp.~I~; nor .15 tlúsextraorehnary, for ~lie HE'"

:B·R~,W. ~b~t~~~"s >~~e!: · ~· ~ ~ I.tT~~~'~ S·; , a~d~.has .'int~rpre~ers, though
for tñe ' moft ' ~art very.'t rifííng, .yet .. highly fkilful In 'that .lan- :
guage'.";';"'Add ' ~b this,' :that~h~~ealth OfSPAIÑ ever attraéted the
avarice "óf the .JEws/:w~ofe, numbers increafedfo much, ·that .
their 'fons .were .even ,·;ldmitied .toholyórders, uI)til :theywere for­
bid by forn éíhitutes; ,Lp'attiéülarly'that ofT6iEDO~ in ';1 547. 'T his
ílatutébecame .ríec éflary, forthere.werefound in 'one fingle town, '
of the .diocefe of TOLEDO" . fourteen clergy, all JEWS hut 9~~;"

andoinmany .óther 'placés aIimilar diícoverywas made of their in­
creafe~''''':'':'There is nodoubt; butthat 'thefe JEwsnot onlyíludied
arid improved 'their own Ianguagé; ,the": H EBREW;' .but everi thé
moítIearned CHRI5TIANslear.nt eagerly th át Ianguage, in' order
to convert the 'J EW5/ eípecially .after the Council heldatVIENNA;
in the year 131 1, as we may gather from the jitft Cr, EMEN T INE,
title De Magiflris, where it. was ordained, that in the Unive~fi­
tíes-of P~1~IS, OXFORD1 ' BotOGNA, and.~ALAM·.ANCA; which

,-. .,, ~ - ~' ~ :... ,, '. ' - . ,:.: , .- . ,' .- . -- : ~ -' ".. :· -were ;
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were tben the mofl famed Univerfities, the Hebreto, Arabie, and
Chaldic tongues íhould be taught.

. ,

THIS was done with fa much fpirit at S~LAMANCA, that
from thence, as from the TRÓJAN Horfe, mere Princes went
forth , men who underftood all the Oriental Tongues incorn­
parably well, ,' N everth e1efsri in the "', timerof FERDIN~NDUS

NON rusvthe parent of 'G reek: learning in this country, : Cha/dee
and Arabic profeíforswere wanting at SALAMANCA, as you may
Cee in N. CLEUARD'S Epiílles, P.235' " ' :

, ' .~ _ ; t . .. • _ . o'. ... ...... : ',' r , ' . » ", r .~ ., ~ , . .' _ ,4' ~ . " - . 0'- ~ "'r- !": 1 . : ',: ~ ( ~ r "r . ~

,'As toothe 'He!Jrew, 'Ít; is"wéll khO\vñ:"\khal 'lia'tted ánd averfiorr
hath valways . fubfifted " between tlí~e, J:e'W8"artd "ús CA'THOLlds ;
from whence ithappened) ,thát . this .hatred.. which íhculd. have
beeaconfined only. ~Q- the pe,rfidy . qft4at"peoplevhathbeen ..ab­
[~ff1Iy exerted again~" the .innocent Hebret»,t~ngue \itfelf, .and its
Ieásned Profeílors ~ ~ ' ~ - '" " .." .. ' - ' . .' . .:"

~ :.."\ . : .~ '." ~;-. -: : '!. ~ \ :'. ~.~ . \ ~ ~'.' i.., .

, .-~ ~. ,~.:\ 'i . ~. : .., :.. _.r; . ' < - s'; . '. f ~ . l ~: ._'; , :' ~" '~.~ . '..~ ' ' :. ~ ~ ' ,0 . ... ~ " , ~' ". " .; ~ :~, ." ~ ~, :~ ~ f¡. ¡ • fI-
Wf~f:~EFo.RÉ, ~ ~1thbug1}. :~_ardir1al XIM~N~S ',~ríl fetothe ex-. ,

.ample. .and ,rq~f~g " ,~he minds 'pfJ~e~ Spaniards .tofhe.fhudyofthe.
· E aíJ:~r~. ~_~~gqages~ , a*º?-p~r1:¡c~Ja~ly, ,of ~~~< H.4~r:.ew, : y~"~ :;as:~ p~~:
trons.and . r.,e.\JI~\r4~; fq f; j !~ failedafter,.his death, .and theprejudice

. rN1~g~~n.ft :~~" :#lat lllofl; ,Ufeful ftu4y.began to ~e. Iooked ~~n; as­
amark ofinfat::ny•. , ~ _.; :- .. ,.', .r ' :( "·' : " ~ -': ' " : ~; t: ' ," ,:{', 1"

: ,: " ,~! ; ti ¡..i ,", , ';, ~ , ; 'J ' : , .~ ) 1.' , , ') .... ";",'( "< ,'¡:. : : '"', .. '" ,: ,,' ,Il. > :" ':, ;,':\'.
t UPON, this ~C~OUf!t,~· inthe-beg~nn,ing ,o~; Jh~, ; ~fevelj~een,~h :ce~l;~J

tury,: it was warmlydifputed among the Spaniards, whether or
" I no

' fPEEE7" E


