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Theé - Eaft-India goods brought” here ‘are’ carried on trucles to
MEexi1co, from whence what exceeds their own confumption is
fent by land-carriage to La Vera Cruz, to pafs over to TER-
RA Firma, to the 1ﬂands, and fome even to OLD Spain, tho
m no grcat quannty o
ACAPULCO lies two htindred mxles fouth of MEXICO on the
SourHn Sea.” MEexico, though no ‘port, nor communicating’
‘with the fea by any navigable river, has a prodigious commerce,
and is itfelf the center of all the trade that is carried on between
AmericA and EuroPk, onone hand, and betweén AMERICA
and the EasT IND1Es on the other ; for here the principal mer-
~ chants refide; the greateft part. of the bufinefs is negociated, and:
the goods that pafs from 'Acaruico to La VErA Cruz, o
from LA Vera Cruz to Acaprurco, for thé ufe of the PuiLip-
PINES, and In a great meafure for the ufe of Prru and Lima,
all pafs” through this ¢ity, and employ an incredible number of
horfes and mules in the carriage : Hither all the gold and filver is-
fent to be ‘coined 3 here ‘the’ kmgs fifth is depofited ;= and here:
is wrought all that immenfe quantity of utenfils, and  ornaments.
in plate, which is every fyear fent into. EurorE., Every thing
here has the greateft air’of magnificence and wealth. The fhops-
glitter on all fides’ with ‘the expofure of gold ﬁlver, and jewels,.
and furprize yet more by ‘the work of *the imagination upon the:
treafures which fill- great” chefts piled up to the c1elmgs, thlﬁ':
they walt the txmc of bemc fent to OLp SPAIN .
‘THE tradc bctween SPAIN and’ her. colomes in AMERICA,
which has been _]uﬁ defcribed, is.the moft confiderable part of
their external commetce, ‘and the great fupport of their navy ;-
for, till our late ‘breach with FRANCE, very few of their fhips:
nav1gatcd mto foremn parts,_ and  the chxef fource that fup-
phed‘ the’ balance of their ‘trade , Wlth othex‘ natzons, arofe from
this branch. * Their znferna/ traﬁic is_ by no means proportionate
to-the numbers’ of their people;the natural ddvantages of their
fitudtion: and climate,” theabundance of raw materials’ which the
country produces, and their Inp1es fupply them with ; efpecially

thn we refledt’ on the ma.ny ycqrs ‘of peace: which they have ex:l-
JOVe

3




262 VIEW or Tuse:-COMMERGE anp

joyed, and that commerce was never {o.much cor,xﬁdered by'the fe-
veral European {’tates, as it is in the prcfent age B 39 ol Loy :

THE great error of tne SPANISH pohcv feems to be thxs 3 thev
never fufficiently attended to the truth ‘of the followmg political
maxim, That induftry, manual labour, and the arts, are more be-
neficial, and truer fources; of 'wealth- to a_ftate, than the richeft
mines of gold and filver. | Dazzled with the fpoils of AMERICA,
they turned their whole attention to feize the exclufive poffefiion
of thofe feeming riches; they negle&ed agriculture and manufac-.
tures, and contra&cd a_contempt for the mechanic, and even li-
beral arts;; in confequence of which, the country becoming daily.
lefs populous, their maritime and military ﬁren%th foon-declined.
Of late years the Spanith miniftry hath been fully fenfible of this.
fatal mxﬁake, and hath endeavoured to raife-a {pirit of induftry
among. the people, by promoting the eftablithment of manufac-
tures, -in various parts of the kmgdom ‘But though they have
tempted -the people, by exemption from taxes, and many other
privileges, yet the progrefs they have made is not. fo conﬁderablc
as might have been expected. . ,

THEIR moft remarkable manufa&ures are the followmg, the
woollen fabrics are. carried on at SEGovIa, wherc they made, in
*the year 1759, 7,490 pieces of -cloth, of 30, 60, .and 80 bars in |
~length; allo at Valdemoro, Guadalajara, Saragofa, Agulada, and .
Barcelona. 'The woollen manufattures owe much of their pre-,
fent eftablithment, as UsTARITZ tells us, to the care and encou-
ragement_of the DukEe pE RiprrpA, who had. the direion of
them in the year 1724. The old filk manufactares are chiefly in .
Andalufia, Valencia, and Murcia. . 'Thofe in Catalonia are more
modern. The principal one of all is at Talavera de la Reyna, in.
Nrw CAsTILE, for the richeft gold and filver tiffues.. At Ma-.
drid there is alfo a manufa&ure of tiffues, -luteftrings, and- other'
flight filks. There is a manufa@ure of linen at Corunna, faid to’
fupply the King’s table ;_another of linen at Sego'uza At Madrid
s lately fet up a manufaduré of porcelain, in the gardens of .the .
King’s palace of the Retiro,, wrought by Artificers brought from
SAXONY. There is llkemfe Ao that city a new manufa&ure of
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good tapeftry, and of cards, as the fineft cards of all, which are
made at Barcelona, are there prohibited. The fabric of glafs is at
St. Hdefonfo, that of fwords is at Zoleds, and thofe of iron in
Bifeay; that of paper at Segovia. ‘The pottery fabrics are very
numerous and excellent, particularly that of Talavera de /2 Reyna.
‘The looms of filk, weol, and linen, in all the kingdoms, are
faid to be 20,000; but whether that account be exa&, I cannet
prefume to fay. |

TrAT their manufaures are not now more confiderable, is
not _folely owing to their indolence, and the other caufes above-
mentioned, but likewife to the oppreflive fpirit of that fuperfti-
tion which reigns there, under the mafk of religion. This will
be evident from the following extra&t of a memorial, prefented
by EMMaNUEL DE Lira, firft fecretary of ftate to CuarvrEs II.
which breathes fuch a fpirit of patriotifm and toleration, that I
perfuade myfelf it will be very acceptable to the reader. D=z Li-
RA having, inhis memorial, propofed the eftablithment of a ge-.
neral company of commerce, in which all foreigners that pleafed
thould be allowed to be fharers, adds,

« Tuere is only one obftacle on our fide, that can prevent
the eftablithment of the company. Itis, I confefs, great, but
neverthelefs very eafy to be furmounted, efpecially by your maje-
fty, when you are once informed, that the removing of that ob-~
ftacle would be a means of remedying feveral abufes introduced
among ' us, and alfo of preventing the daily profanation of our
- moft facred myfteries.” This obftacle arifes from the law eftablifh-
ed in' thefe kingdoms, and from the decrees and ediéts of the
holy tribunal of the Inquifition, againft the Jews, and againft
herefy! « -~ . : '

¢ I xnow, Sir, that it is the greateft glory of Spamy, that it
is the only nation which keeps itfelf pure in the faith of the Ca-
tholic, Apoftolic, and Roman church; it is ‘this which gives
your Majefty the juft title of Catholic Monarch, which you fo
worthily poffefs. I'likewife know, that there is not a more holy,
nor a more falutary inftitution N}han that of the holy tribunal; but

I
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I fhall endeavour to maké it appear, that by granting the liberty of
commerce to heretics, and even to Jews, no prejudice could
from thence refult to SPAIN, nor to the glorious title of Catholic
King, nor to the laws and prerogatives of ,the Inquifition.

« My reputation is unfullied, and I ﬂattcr myfelf that nobody

will fufpe& me, as to my foundnefs in'the Catholic Faith. T am

evidently a zealous and true Catholic, by prefuming to propofe to
your Majefty to grant liberty of confcience in thefe your. king-
doms, as fuch a liberty would prevent a great many profanatxons
that are daxly commltted

<« Is it not atxutn, S1r, that '111 the prlfons of the Inquiﬁtlon
throughout all Spain are filled with Jews and- heretics, who
have profaned our facraments, by receiving them as though they

had been zealous and devout Catholics! Is it not likewife a

truth, that an infinite number of .others keep themfelves conceal~
ed .among us, and participate of thofe facraments unworthlly,
and by way of derifion.. Such a thing never happens in countries
where® liberty 'of confcience is' allowed toall. ' The  greedinefs
of foreigners-after our wealth gets the better of thexr apprehen-

fions of dlvme or human pumfhments

“ WE rmght grant to the nations tradmg to CADIZ, or SE~
VILLE, orany other place where this company fhould be efta-
blifhed, the free exercife of their religion for them alone, in the
fame manner as the Dutch, and many Proteftant States and Princes,

have allowed it to the Roman Catholics. in their domlmons. :

namely, not an open toleration. Thus foreigners, interefted in,

- and members of the company, and their clerks arid domeftics, -
would have this advantage, which would render their abode in

Spa1N very agreeable ; foreign merchants who traded hither would
be fatisfied, and we thould deliver ourfelves from' thofe enemies of
our myfteries, who keep themfelves concealed among us, and
remove them from our temples and .our altars; for as it is intereft
that infpires them with ‘the courage to furmount all apprehen-
fions and dangers, the fame intereft would draw them to that
place, whcre they m:ght in full fecurity follow their fuperftitions.

_ 1 ¢¢ THE
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<. Tre example of the- church. of Rome for thefe feveral ages
paft may inform us, that it is not contrary to religion to tolerate
a worfhip quite oppofite to ours; for it has given a fynagogue to
the Jews, and it alfo allows the Greeks to worfhip according to
their liturgy, without thereby forfeiting the'name,” or the fove-
reign-title of being the immoveable feat of our religion.- This
example has been followed by the Grand Duke of Tuscany, at
LecHORN, and by fevcral other Princes in Chriftendom.

<« 'Tur Englith merchants, noththﬂandmg their diverfity of
rehglon, have the liberty of trading in our ports, fince the treaty
concluded by the Conftable of CasTiLE, and the minifters of
JAMEs I ng of GREAT BrrTaIN.

« Your Majeﬁy s father, of glorious memory, granted the fame
thing to the Dutch, and even engaged, by the treaty of Mun-
STER, to- furnifl them Wlth a convement and honourable place
for a bunal ground

L ## THUS, the moft dn‘ﬁcuh‘ ftepis ah'eady furmounted As-to

other points, juft precautions might eafily: be taken to prevent
- the venom of herefy from mfe&mg the heart of Spaniards.”

“Mm 2 kLE'T-
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LETTER XIV.

An AccounNT of the SpaNIsH MonEY.

Pecunian j)‘)‘bbﬂﬂt q}efe}fe}fz, ‘et diu notam. Ty

' TAciTUs de Mor. Ger.
,'1‘_‘_H E Spanisa MoNEy is in itfelf not eafy to be underftood,
efpecially by thofe who are not merchants.. 'The Spaniards
make up moft of their accompts, and form their calculations
chiefly in thefe zwo Species, -the REAL DE VELLON, and the Ma-

Tue MARAVEDI is the loweft of the denominations of their
copper money, and in this the King’s accompts are kept; confe-
quéntly the revenues of Spain, and the wealth brought from
Peru and MEx1co, are annually computed by an integer of cop-
per, that is three times lefs than our farthing.

"Tue Rear pE VeELron is the fmalleft pfece of their filver
money, the ninetieth part of the pound Sterling, and equals our
two-pence-halfpenny, and two thirds of a farthing. '

BuT though it be the moft nfual way in SPAIN to compute by
the Maraved: and the Real de Vellon, yet there are feveral other
methods of calculation ftill in force. Thus, penfions from the
court, payments of the army, navy, &c. are fet down in the re-
gifter of the Spanith finances, in Efcudos and. Dxcados, (or cop-

per
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per crowns and ducats) reduced to Reals Vellon. Some accompts
of merchants, and of private perfons, are likewife kept in. this
way ; but few things are bought and fold there, but by the for-
‘mer computation of Maravedis and Reals. 'There are, befides,
provincial ways of calculation, and denominations of money pe-
culiar to them, ftill fubfifting, being the remains of the ufages
‘of the old kingdoms. - . !

But our Englith merchants traffic chiefly in Pieces of Eight,
and compute ufually by the Piaflre, or old difufed Piece of Fight,

- confifting of fifteen Reals and two Maravedis: or, if they reckon
by Piffoles, they mean the Piflole of fixty Reals, the common Pi-
ftole, not the go/d one of feventy-five, and ten Maravedis, other-
wife called the Doblon effectivo de Oro. ' : - -

In the office of Decimal Rents, as they call them, that is to fay
Tythes, belonging to the archbifhop of ToLEDO, accompts are
ftill kept in.the obfolete denomination of Dizneros, ten of which
make a Maravedi. ‘There are no lefs than fifty clerks in this of-
fice; and well there may : think only how wo/uminous accompts
muft be for above 30,000 pounds a-year, that are kept in a deno-
mination," the value of which is more than zhsrzy tzmes fefs than
~our farthing ! ‘ - . o '

Tue different monies; and ways of reckoning, ftill fubfifting
in _the provinces, make it neceflary, that every province fhould
have a feparate office in MADRID for its own convenience : and
though they live in the fame ftreet, the clerks of oze office know
ro more of the procefs of accompting in the otber, than-a Chinefe
or Laplandér woulddo. - * -~ . s

in the Rear Hacienpa, or Royal treafury, accompts ar
ket only in Millions of Maravedis. '

7ie all the offices. in Spa1n, whether ecclefiaftical or fecular,
ate. by fome of the following ‘denominations ;. ¢éither by

«’Srf‘i_rﬁ(: {

inercs, Cornacos, Blancos, Crowns, or Ducats: but thefe are-

TN iy v
.‘_,.‘}al\.zi\/‘v')

antiquated
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antiquated divifions, thofe of the Maraved; and Real being moft
in ufe. ’ ' _ Lo

- Tuese {mall denominations, which the Spaniards love to.
compute by, muft, as you will eafily imagine, render their ac-~
compts very like themfelves, flow, tedious, and: elaborate; but
then they have this advantage, that they make their accomptants
moft minutely exa&. An error is much more eafily detetted,
where the fum is divided into.fuch a number of equal parts, and
perhaps into fractions infinitely nice. v

. Or their loweft denomination, called a Maraveds, three and
one fifth make an. Englith farthing. Thirty-four Maravedis go.
to a Realde Vellon, and ninety. Reals. Vellon. are- equal to the
Pound Sterling. '

. THEIR money writers make mention. of Maravedis of plate;,
but thefe, though they might exift-formerly, are mow.no.more in:
being. A KA ol AT A i Ty

Tue different exigencies of government, and the various expe-
dients.to fupport expenfive projeéts of ambition, under the pre-
ceeding reigns, have occafioned more alterations in the : value
and in the currency of the Spanith money, than in that of any
other nation in the world, I believe; particularly from the year
1642 to 1688, and during tke confufion: and: neceffities of the
fucceffion war. In Pririp IV.’s time, in 1642, things were in
fuch confufion, that the Piece of Eight in Auguft paffed for

twelve Reals, the Doblon for forty-five; in O&ober the Piece of o

Eight went at twenty-five Reals, and the Daoblon. at eighty-nine ;
in December the Piece of Eight was at twenty-four Reals, and
the Doblon at eighty-feven. '

Tur Prefident OUrRY, who was fo diftinguithed for his great

abilities, was three times fent for from. FRANCE by PriLir V. to
re-eftablifh the difordered finances of the Spanifh monarchy.

As




Tue SPANISH MONEY. - 26y

As the Spanith ‘money hath been fcarce ever recalled, there
hath arifen a confufed multitude of imaginary fpecies of coin.
They committed a great error, in not making, upon the union
of the feveral kingdoms, one general coin, folely current throughout
the whole peninfula.  All thefe circumftances plainly thew how
little the genius and difpofition of this people is turned to trade.
What could be more uncommercial, than a money ftandard perpe-
tually fluctuating, and there being one fort of coin in CAsTILE,
- another in CATALON14, a third in ARRAGON, and fo on?

Tue Mints of SpaiN were formerly many, namely, that of
MabDRID, SEVILLE, SEGovIia, CueENzA in NEw CAsTILE, of

SARAGOSsSA, BARCELONA, and VaLENcia. Of thefe the two -

. firft only, I believe,.are now remaining. It is faid there are four
American mints, that of Lima, PoTosi, Mexico, and Gua~
- TIMALA. _ .

I order to give the reader the cleareft idea of this matter, I
will firft begin with the Spanith copper money, then go on to the
Jilver, and clofe the account with the go/d.

‘1. Of the Spanism CoPPER Monky. -~ =

T Spanith Copper Money is, for the moft part, a very con- |

temptible fort of coin ; fome of it ftamped without either form or
regularity ; and what is even ftruck in a fet dye, is far inferior to
the worft of our halfpence.

‘Tuerr Copper Monies are only four.

1. The Maravedi, ‘34 = to the Real Vellon. :

2. The Ochavo, =2 Maravedis, 17 = to the Real Vellon.

3. The Quarto,=4 Maravedis, 82 = to the Real Vellon.

'4. The Piczade dos Quartos,=8 Maravedis, 4% = equal to the
Real Vellon. ' I

In 1718, PuiLip V. ordered they fhould -coin milled Money
~ of ‘pure Copper, making out of each pound g1 Quartos, 102

Ochavos, and 204 Maravedis,
THERE
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THERE is mention made of Maravedis in a grant of the fite of
the cathedral of SEGovia, by ArpuoNsus, in the year 1160,
where they are called, as the grant is in Latin, Morabetini, which
plainly thews, that the coin itfelf, as well as the word Maraved:,
1s Arabic, thongh Covarruvias thought it was Gothic. Sec
Colmenares Hift. Segov. p. 110. For, the word Maraved: is a

corruption from Almoravedi. They dropped the A4/, and called |

this little Copper Money Moravedi, now vulgarly ftiled Maraved;.
The Englith took only their calculation-cyphers from the Arabs,
but the Spaniards took the Arabic numerals, and their manner of
computation likewife.

SmAaLL denominations, and minute divifions of money, were
in all countries at firft probably owing to the great fcarcity of fpe-
cie. But, however {mall the AMaravedis may appear to us, bein
34 to the Real Vellon, thofe who are acquainted with the Roman
writers will remember, that the Latin TERUNCIUS was very near
as fmall a denomination, being .%; of our Farthing. :

Tue Computation, indeed, by Reals Vellon, is almoft the fame.

as the Roman by Seflertii. 1URAs. 4
A Roman Sefertius wasworth ~ <« o o 2
The Real de Vellon, - - - © o 2iand

What can be well nearer? Does not this fimilitude almoft induce
one to think, that the original of this computation of Reals Vellon
came from Rome? and though the Maraveds is Arabic, the
Real is Roman. So far is very certain, that the gold Eftuds was
for many ages called the Aureus, and was current under that
name down to the time of Don FErRNANDoO, :

TuE moft ancient Spanith money was made in imitation of

the Punic. As the Carthaginians had been abfolute mafters of
Spai1n, it is no wonder the Spaniards fhould copy from their
models. This ancient money had charaéters ftamped upon it,
which no one has been able to explain to this day, and therefore:
they are called MEDALLAS DEScoNoscIDAs. Antonio Auguftino,
the learned archbithop of Tarragona, has taken infinite pains to

: 3 make
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make them out; fee PaTin’s L'Hift. des Med. p. 103. Jou-
BERT; Science des Med. Inft. 7.

THE Spanith Copper Money is more like the firft rude monies
of a barbarous people, than the coin of a great and civilized na-
tion: They have often feen the Roman money for ages paft ; vaft
quantities of it are every day ploughed up, and brought to fale.
It is much they fhould never have attempted the imitation of the
Roman Brafs Coins, though they might defpair, perhaps, of exe-
cuting their Denarii, or their Aurti. But there has been al-
ways fomething in the genius of thefe people averfe to improve-
ments. '

STrABO fays, that the Spanith Sifver Money confifted of very
thin pieces, orlaminz, which had been three times refined in the
fire. This muft have been pure indeed, but wretched coin,
ftamped, and without any a/y; confequently their Iron or
Brafs Money moft probably was much more rude and barbarous,
fuch as C&sar fays our Britifh anceftors made ufe of in his time.
The Quatros of Puirip V. are the beft that T have feen of the
Spanifh Copper Money. -

- Ong reafon, they fay, why their Copper Money is fo bafe a
Coin, is eafy to be affigned. When the expenfive projeéts of
ambition, in the preceding reigns, had at different times redu-
ced the Spanith finances exceeding low, it had been fometimes an
expedient to coin’ vaft quantities of Copper Money : the confe-
uence of this is, that there is now in SPAIN at leaft ten times
more Copper Specie than the circulation requires ; and at length
it hath become fuch a burden, that merchants will rather allow
‘one and a half per cent. difcount, than receive payments in cop-
per. This hath produced another effe, for as the quantity is fo
great as to be circulated in large bags, marked, of fo much in
tale, the miniftry of Sparn is afraid of calling in this Copper
Specie te the mint, for its value to be reiffued in Silver, as they
imagine the’ ftate’ would be'a great lofer by the deficiency. This
is Spanifth policy ; but, for m}l’v own part, I cannot fee why thxis1
n ev
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evil might not eafily be remedied ; for, if.the government would
but confent to lay out the fmall fum of 20,000 /. Sterling in
buying them up, they might fupprefs 2o millions of thefe
Copper denominations, and the convenience  thereby anﬁng to -
the internal traffic of the kingdom would much more than coun-,
terbalance the lofs. - The Spam{h miniftry-are - at_ prefent -much
embarrafled with this grievance..:-The expedient they now talk
of to get rid of the greateft part of it, is to colle& it in facks,
and fhip it off for the ufe of their colonies in- AmericA. Inthe
provinces, almoft all payments are made in Copper, which ren-
ders commercial. tranfactions. there very troublefome, -

LR RS

v " 2. Of the Spanisu SiLver MoNEvY.

' Tarse are, (1.) The Real de Vellon, = to 34 Maravedis.. -
(2.) The. Real de Plata, = to 2 Reals Vellon. (3.) The Pefeta
Corriente, — to 4 Reals Vellon. (4.) The Medio Real de Plata’
Colunario, = to 1 Real Vellon.and %, - (5.) The Real de Plata
Colunario, = to 2 Reals Vellon and * . (6.) The Real de'a Dos

Colunario, = to 5 Reals Vellon. ( ) The, Medio Pefo, = to.

‘ 10 Reals Vellon,  (8.) The Segowan, or Mexican Piece of

4 Eight, or Dollar, or Pefo, = to 20 Reals ‘Vellon ; but if it hap-

b w7 penttobe ftruck at Sevile in the year 1718, ts value is no more

than 16 Reals Vellon, and the half of thlS Pefo no morc than 8.

Reals Vellon. . v : ', _

So that you fee the Spamards have engz‘ denomzmztzom of the1r b
e&'eéhve Silver Specie ; but they have likewife fome zmzzgmary “di- 3
vifions, like that of our Ezngl; jb Pound.—Such are the ﬁfue follow- '

ing.

. Tur Efcudo de Vellon, or copper, commermal nommaI
) Crown, = 10 I9 Reals Vellon. SO st

2. THE Ducado de Vellon, or nommaI Copper Ducat, 11

Reals and 1 Maravedl ufed. chleﬂy in computmg marriage Por-
SR : tions,

|
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tions, contrats; ﬁnes, and court penﬁons, and in ratmg all ccclc-
ﬁafhcal revenues, . :

3. THE computed Dollar, or old Piece of Eight, commonly
(called THE P1asTRrE, of fifteen Reals Vellon, and two Mara-
vedis. N.-B.'In commercial computations, where no particular
fpccxes is. mentloned you muﬁ: reckon by this chy?re

THE Ducado de Plata Nueva = to ﬁxteen Reals Vellon, _

and fcventeen Maravedxs ‘

, 5 THE Ducado de Plata doble == o twenty Reals Vellon, and
‘ twenty-ﬁve Maravedis, and £ of a Maravedi. oL

IN regard to their. gffectrve filver {pecie, in the ﬁrPc place ob-~

ferve, that it has no imprefs of any royal head ; that whenever -

it has a fhield, or coat of arms on.it, it is coined in Old SPAIN,
if it be ftruck before the year 1733 ;. the American filver money
ftruck before that period, having only the crofs and the numerals.
‘But fince the year 1733, the Amencan filyer money has been the
fame with that of Orp Spa1. e

THE Real de Vellon-is the fmalleﬂ: piece of their filver coin ;
obferve only} that -though it be of Silver, yet it is called Vellon
Money, that is Copper Money : the reafon is, that it was origi=
nally a Copper coin,. but when they came afterwards to ftrike it

in’ Siver, they ftill retained the old name. The effe@ of this-
hath been, that when merchants fay Zellon Money, they mean

-Sz/'uer, ~and now call the Copper Cobre, or Calderdla

THE Pefo Duro, Gourdo, Dollar, or famous S]bang/b pzece of
Engz‘, is now tolerably well known in ENGLAND ; there are four

-~ forts of thefe Dollars; two fquare, one of Lima, and one of

SEVILLE; two of the round fort, one with pillars, and one with-
out pillars. . There have been no {quare Do] lars coined fince the
year 1733. PuiLip V. then ordered that t hey fhould ftrike only

" * the round and milled. The Dollars of FERDINAVD VI. have

the arms of CASTILE and LeoNon-a ﬁncld quarterly ;- the arms_
" Nmnz of

SR . B L LIS PR
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" .of FRANCE on an efcutcheon of pretence. under- a regal crown. 3

The legend. FERDND. VI. D. G. HISPAN. .ET IND.
REX. ' "

" Ox the reverfe—two globes under a regal coronet, between
‘two pillars, with coronets inftead of capitals, labelled with the
motto PLVS VLTRA. Legend, VTRAQVE VNVM. Thefe
are called Colunaris, becaufe of the pillars; they weigh exa@ly
one ounce of filver, and their proportion between the filver and
gold, is exactly as 15 = 1; fifteen of thefe being equal to the
Doblon de 4 Ocho, which is- alfo exaltly an ounce of Gold.—
~ When the exchange of this piece is at fifty-two.pence, the Eng-
lith gain four per cent. = ek T -

As Silver has been fcarcer in ExcLAND than Go/d, thefe
Dollars have been imported there with great advantage, while -
the fmall Spanith Gold Crown, of exaltly the fame wvalue, hath
paffed unnoticed. The price given for them by the Bank of
Encranp having been from five fhillings,  to five and four-
- pence per ounce : and of late, till the taking of the HermionE,

fo high as 55 84d. and 5s5. 104d. '/ i ‘

T'HE meaning of the name Piece of Eight, was originally owing
toits value ; it was a Real, or Dolar, of eight Reals of plate
currency. But there being now zbree diftinét pieces of Eight,
ftill in ufe, this hath bred fome confufion : the reafon of this va-
riety is however eafily to be accounted for. The old Piece of
- Eight was, as 1 faid, originally in value eight Reals of Plate;
this by currency in time loft {fomething, almoft half a Real of
Plate, and went at laft for fifteen Reals Vellon, and two Mara-
vedis. But when they came to coin better fpecie, ‘to make this
Dollar a more valuable, and fairer coin, they added the value of
two Reals of Plate to it, which brought it to its modern ftand-
ard, namely twenty Reals Vellon.—Yet ftill, as’ many of the
old pieces of Eight ftill remained, the merchants were fo bigot- -
ted to their old calculation of fifteen Reals, and two Maravedies,
that they {till kept up that computation, and it remains even
- now, though the pieces themfelves are now no more, and is
‘ what

*
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~ what they call reckoning by the Pigffre. This accounts for two
of the Pieces of Eight, that of twenty Reals, and the imaginary
Piaftre. :

Tue exchange of the Piaffre is now at par, or forty pence.
The third Piece of Eight is that of SEvILLE, of the year 1718,
and. was ftruck upon the old principle of eight Reals of plate cur-
rency, or fixteen Vellon, which it now goes for : but thefe are
. rare, .and do not often occur. But remember, that the #hree
" ‘Reals de 4 Ocho, or Pieces of Eight, are that imaginary one of
fifteen Reals Vellon, and two Maravedies, of fixteen Reals Vel-
lon of SEviLLE, and the modern one of twenty Reals Vellon.

Ix the yeﬁr 1’726, PHILIP. ofdered,-that old Silvef Pieces “of

Eight fhould pafs for Nine Reals of Provincial plate, and one
_half, that is for nineteen Reals Vellon, one lefs than the prefent
currency. At this time there was a general recall of the fmal-
ler filver monies to the Mint. A :

- In the year 1728, PurLir ordered a junta to regulate the mints
and monies, which ordained that the Reals 3 89. and a -4°.
" fthould be round: and milled “at the edges, and of fixty-eight
Reals of Plate the mark : that the o/d Real de @ Ocho thould pafs
thenceforward for ten Reals of Plate, that is- twenty Vellon ;
and the Real 2 Quatro for five Reals of Plate; the mark for
eighty Reals ;. the ounce for ten Reals of Plate, or twenty Vel-
lon, and fo on. ‘ Co -

-O.f fhe SPANISH GoLp MoNEY.

THERE were anciently only four Spanith Gold coins, and thefe
divided by a very fair and goodly proportion ; the Doblon of
eight, the 1, the L, the ;; exally the equal and dire¢t divifions

. of an ounce of Gold ; fince that they have added a ;: and their

Gold Money ftands thus; :

1. The Efcudito de Oro, or little Gold Crown == to twenty |

Reals Vellon, ' , '
, 2. Tus
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2, THE Efcudo de Oro, -or large. Gold Crown, equal to thxrty-
‘feven Reals, and . twenty-two Maravedis: .

. Tue Doblon de a Cinco, or Go]d Plﬂ:Ole, to fevehty;-
ﬁve Reals, and ten Maravedls ; Do

4. T HE Doblon de & Q_atro, or double Gold Pxf’cole, = to
150 Reals, and twenty Maravedls T i

5. THE Doblon de a Ocho, -or Gold pxece of Elght or four'

Gold Pxf’coles, = to 301 Reals, and ﬁx Maravedxs
b 5 b .
THE Spamards have alfo two xmagma:y fpec1es in the Gold
the Dobla de Oro, or’ Double Ducat, = to fourteen Reals,. and
nine Maravedis—and is ufed only by phyficians and chymifts—
and the commerc1a1 nommal P; _/?o/e of ﬁxty Reals Vellon

Tue Doblon qf Ezg/.’n‘ was orlgmally Worth ez ight Ha f i) /io/e:,
and ‘thence took its name—E/ Doblon de ¢ Oc‘ba Efeudos. . It is
-at prefent but one Real more in” value, becaufe feventy -five mul-
tiplied by four, makes ‘3007 but its currency is 3or1 Reals, and
fix Maravedis.: Obferve; that there are no pxllars upon any of

the Spamfh Gold Money oy ey st e, el e ol

In the year 1728 PHILIP ordered that the Dob/on de a Oclm
{hould pafs for fixteen old Pieces of -Eight,: or twenty Provincial
Dollars ; the Doblon 4 Quatro for elght of thofe' Pefos’; the Dob-

lon 4 Dos for four, the Elcudo for two, or twenty Reals of
Plate. . R r

THERE are three forts of the Gold Doblon 4 Ocho. * (1.) The
American, or of Lima; fquare, “with the crofs; and - the nu-
meral.  (2.) With the headof the Prince, as legend,  PHILIP V.
D. G. HISPAN. ET. IND. -REX. Reverfe; arms of the
King, with this motto : TIMOR DOMINI INITIUM SAPI-
ENTIAE. (3.) The third fort has no imprefs of the Prince,

but has the -arms of the ng under a regal’ crown, legend,

- PHILIP.
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PHILIP V. DEI. GRATIA © On-the refvﬂjé, a Crofs, with
this' motto’:: HISPANIARV‘VI REX :

~ Havine now concluded the account of the Spanith money,

I fhall refer the reader to the following Table, which will thow

at one view, the reduion of all the fpecies of it into Englith
- money ; and it is hoped the “Table will be found both new and .

A TABLE jl.»ewmg z‘be VztluequPANISH CorN.
n ENGLISH MoNEY.

)

" Maravedi. :
Ochavo.

Quarto. :
Two Quartos. -

-
0N ol e WY

23

Réalde Vellon, or Half Real ‘de
3 Plata.

.2 'The Pillard Half Real of Plate

15 Real de Plata, or.Real of Silver.-
The pillar’d Real of Plate.

2% The Real dea Dos, or curr Pefeta; .

12 The pxllar’d Real de a Dos.
22

The SE viLLz Half Dollar,
The Real de a Quatro, or Medio

Pefo; (i.e. Half Piece of Eight, )A ;

2324 The nominal Efcudo Vellon is

of the fame value. Nine of thefe

; iake a Pound Sterling,
or Copper Ducat, .

Gold double.

-

Rea)

;{ The nominal Ducado de Vellon; .

The nominal Doblo de Oro, or

5 T e a2
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3
3
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Reals Vellon, Maravedis.

15 and 2z Maravedis,

16 544
16 and 17 Maravidis,

17 578

18 - bz -
19 646
20 680

-

20 and 2533 Maravedis,

21 S 714

22 - 748
23 782
24 ‘ - 816°
235 850

. 26 884
27 918
28 952
29 ‘ - g%6
30" 1020 -
31 ’ 1054
32 1088
33 V1122
34 1156
35 1190
30 1224 ¢
37 : 258
37 and 22 Maravedis, b
38 . 1292
19. : 1326
40 ;- 1360
41 : 1394
4z . 1428
43 o 1462;
44 1496
45 ; 15,30
46, . 1564
47 1598
48 : 1632
49 o 1666
50 : 1790
5L : 1734
52 1768.
¥3 1802
54 1836
55 : 1870
56 . 1904
57 1938
58 1972
59, 2005

OO0V OHRX 0¥ WRININ ARV A R D  f hPer v B ®

e b pd b et Bl Rl bl gt e bl Bt e
N R NNNM=®=00000

-
R

© O~ 0 N W
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TN 80 EN

N
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-
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1 § The old Piece of Eight, or Pisitre
%1 nominal. ‘

2% The SeviLLE Dollar. ,

The Ducado de Plata Nuoeva, or
nominal Ducat of new plate,

¥
X e % o
Real de a Ocho, Pefo Gourdo, or
134 Piece of Eight; the litlle Gold
Crown is of the fame valae, . -
t  The Ducato de Plata Doble,

) The Efcudo de Oro, or harge ‘
. ¢ Gold Crown. ‘

“Reals E
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Maravedis . 1.

Reals Vellon, -
6o, 2040
61 2074
62 2108
- 63 2142
64 2176
65 2210
. 66 2244
67 2278
68- 2312
69 . 2336
70 ;2370
7L, 2404
. 72 . 2438
7% . 2472
74 2506
75 ) 2540
75 and 10 Maravedis, :
70 2574
77 2608
78 2642
. 79 2676
. 8o 2710
. 8 2744
.. 82 2778
.. 83 2812
84 2846
85 2880
86 2914
87 2948
88. 2982
89 . 3016
oM 11 040
,155)0 and zo0 Maravedis, L
180 ¥
270 i
301 and. & Maravedis,. -
. 360
--450
540
" ,630
720
810
goo
‘990
1080
1170
lzéc
1350
1440 v
1530
1%20
1710
1300

VRN OV N~ "0000000000000000000000000060G0G00O

5.
13
13
¥3
14
14
14
14
14
g
15
I5
13
16
16
16

16

16
16
17
17
17
17
18
18
18
18
18
19
19
19
19

000000 00000000000 o~o'o<: Qo
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0000000000000 QO00O0~00WN OV b~
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0000000000000 00000O0ONO=NO M
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The nominal or common Piftole.:
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e
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The Doublon:of Gold..

RIS LA (3

Wl
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vimwte

‘ Th; Doublon dea Quatro of Gbr&;

- The Doublon de a Ocho of Golc_?f:,

Reals
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'

. Reals Vellon, L Reals Vellon. i
18go ~ .. 7. 21 o © 5490 61
1980 . 22 o0 © “ 5530 62
2070’ . 23 O © 5670 . 63
2160 - 24 O O 5760 64
2250 : 25 o o 5850 : 65
2340 , 26 o o 5940 . 66
2430 27 o0: o 6030 67
2520 28 o o. b1z20 : 68
2610 ‘ 29 o0: O -6z10 69
2700 : 30 o0 © 6300 L V)
2790 ’ 31 o © 6390 R 71

3= 2880 3z o- o 6480 ' 72
2970 33 ©.o0 6570 . 73
3060 34 ©. 0 6660 © 74
3150 35 ©0: 0 6750 75
3240 36 o o 6340 : 76
3330 - . 37 o o 6930 . b
3420 38 o o 7020 78
3510 : _ 39 o- 0 7110 N
3600 40 o ‘o 7200 ‘ 8o
3600 . ‘41 o o 7290 . 81
3780 42 o0 © 7380 8z
3870 43 o © 7470 L T 83
3960 44 o o 7560 : ) 84
4050 457 80 7650 : ; 83
4140 ) 46 o o 7740 , 86
4230 r \ 47 9. 9 7830 87
4320 48 o /o 7920 88
4410 . 49, 0 o 8oto " 89
4500 50 o o 8100 : 9o

4590 5& .o o© 8195 91
4680 52 o oO. 8285 ] . 92
477975 s T st 58 Yo o 8370 93
4860 54 o © 8460 94
4950 o © 8550 .9
5040 6 o o 8640 96
5130 57 o o 8730 .97
5230 ' 58 o. o 8820 98
5310 & 59 o o 8910 99
§400 . 6o o. o gooo - 100

&
o,

,0000Q000000000OO00000000Q000000000000GO00OCO0O0
000000000000 0OO000000000000000000000000CQO0 ¥

A TABLE cy"ENGLst and PORTUGAL MonNEY,

~reduced to SPANISH C’ompumtzozz.

. ll Se dt Rn Vc . Mﬂl‘u

Sixpence. o o 6 z 8: .

Shilling o 1 o 17

Halfa Crown o 2 6. 11 8L

A Crown o § o 2z 17
o 10 O | T %5

Half a Pound Ster.

Half

-
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. ; L s d R.'V.  Mar.
Half a Guinea o 10 6 47 8L
A Pound Ster.. ‘T o0 o go o
A Guinea 1 r o 94 17
Moidore 1 7 o 121 17
A Pound and a Half .10 o 135 .o
* A Six and Thirty 1 16 o 16z " o
A Three Pourd Twelve 3 Iz & 324 o
* N, B. Six and Thirties, or PorTucAL Pjeces, exchange in this country at great . i

lofs: They will give at Corunna only 152, or at moft 156 Reals ; at Maprip fomething
smore., 'The par is 162 Realse .

‘
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LETTER XV.

The STATE of AGRICULTUR E.
HE Soil of SPAIN is nétﬁrally dfy, and is rendered ftill more
, fo, by reafon of the great heats, which parch up the fprings
and brooks, and by the want of rain - to refreth the earth at pro-
per feafons. Of this a remarkable inftance happened about five

years ago, when it -had not rained in CAsTILE for nineteen
months together.

THE general furface of - the country, 1f you cxcept the two
CAsTILES, 1s uneven, fcarped and ‘mountainous.—It has been
- doubted by the Abbe de*VERAY, and others, whether there .
ever were any zines of filver in Spain, becaufe the Spaniards at -
~ prefent work none: but this plefumptlon has been ill founded.
I am told, thatit 1s a f’tandmg maxim of Spanifh policy, not
- to work any of their mines in EuRroPE, as long as thofe of -
"America will {fupply them. It is a certain fa@, that there are
‘many fifver mines difperfed throughout Spaiv, and at GuapAaL-
CANAL in ANDALUSIA in particular.—Englifbmen have gone over
" there, and have examined the very ore, and have found it {o pro-
mlﬁn , that fome have been fa.wume enough to offer to contr act

% But a modern writer has well confuted this opmxon —His words are, La
prudcnce Efpagnole; qul neé fonge pas-tant "au prefent, qu'elle n1 penfe. auffi al’
avenir, ne veut pas qu ’on y touche, tandis que ceiles des Indes auront dequm four-
nir. Je trouve quec’eft fagement fait 4 cux,

for
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for the workmg of the mines. ~But fuppofe the moderns had not

examined  into. this point, would not the teftimony of the an—

cients have been i’crong enough to prove it? PoryBius, STRA-
o, and Livy, all affirm it. - CaTo impofed a tax upon the
filver and iron mines, among the VERGISTANI : See Livy,
L1b 34e thimane to oD .
NOTWITHSTANDING the inconvenience anﬁng fromr thc
drynefs of ‘the foil, and the want of rain, yet, if the inhabitants
were induftrious, and applied themfelves with afliduity to the cul-
tivation.of their Jands, a general abundance might prevail, -which
is far, from:being the cafe at pre(ent, for in many places theie is
often great fcarc1ty of éread .

THE gemus of ‘the people is doubtlefs naturally averfe to toxl _

and labour. Give a Spaniard but his cloak, hat, and fword, his
wine and his bread; and he cares not how little he works.. An-
other.great obftruction to Agriculture is the immenfe number of
“lazy ecclef qﬂza in thefe kingdoms, and the perpetnal fucceflion of
holidays ellowed by the church, ‘whicli” deprive  the: ftate of one

third- of the labour, that it ought to receive from its fubjeéts.

'Fo thefe let me add,. the. thinnefs-ofits population’; SPAIN in ge-
neral, and GRANA DA m partxcular, have never recovered that fa-
tal blow of the exz’)ul o of the Moors s .the effe@s of which are -

fe]t il more, - by.- the addmon of civil and religious celibacy.

When PHILIP, ‘on one hand banithed to the amouht of 8co,c00
mdu{’crlous infidels, . from -a principle -of religion, he ought, on’

the other hand, from a principle of policy, to have fet open
the gates of every nqmery and_convent in his dominions. I have

heard the number of thefe ufelefs, fequeftered males and females,
thefe dead limbs of the body politic, computed at no lefs than
+ 200,000 but I beuwe the calculauon much exwgemted

Brsipos the bad conf*qucnces 'mﬁng from uﬂxglous cehb<.cy

their thin- DOFJLC[OD is in part ow ing to the fterility of their fe--

males; and above ali; to the vaft emmauods of their pecple to
AM}:.RICA.

To

R,
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To. remedy thefe defecs, the mmlﬁ’ry, i PHILI’P III’s and
Prrvip IVs time, offered vaft premiums té promote mamagc
and agriculture. - But their imprudent {chethes of policy in other
1nﬂ:ance° have rendered tho(e patuot Iaws almof’c meﬁ"eé’cual

ANOTHER unfavourable cucumf’cancc to agnculture is, icre:
being ne exportation of corn allowed in SpAIN from one province

‘to another, except for the King’s ufe, the exigéncies of the fleet,

army, and fuch occafions. In confequence of this bad policy,
they are obliged to fend to Barpary and Arrica, or to
Encranp for corn; for, it is:morally impoffible but the harveft
muft fail arinually in' fome one province or other, and- then: that
province muft be fupplied from abroad: Indeed; - the tranfporta=
tion of it to any great diftance is almoft impracticable; for their
large rivers being left in their natural Psatc, are not 'riavigable._

For my own part, I am perfuaded, that they look ipon alI‘
fuch improvements, in fome meafure, as finful.  What fhall we
fay fisperftition’ will, not | perfuade men to, when we read the fol«
lowing curious. deliberation of a. council of ftate; in the reign:
of CuarLEs II. ?~~When a company of Dutch contraGors of-
fered that Prince, to make the TaGus navigable to LisBon, at
their own expence, provided they were allowed a toll, for a cer~

‘tain number "of years, upon fuch goods as were fent by water-

carriage that way : for they intended to render the Manfanares:
navigable from Madrid to where it falls into the Tagus.—The:
Council of CasTIre having long deliberated upon that propofa] '
made at laft this remarkable determination: ¢« That if it had
“ pleafed God, that thefe two rivers fhould have been navigable,.

-¢¢ ‘he would not have wanted human affiftance to. have made them:

¢ {uch: but,- as he has not done it, it is plam he did not think it
«« proper that it thould be done. To attempt it, therefore, would -

¢ be to violate the decrees of his prov1dence, and to amend the

¢« imperfections which he deﬁgncdly left in l:us Works

By befides this defe&t in their 7vers, they have opened very:

few roads for carrages; in many places there being fcarce

room” .
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room even for a mule to pafs by. Another difadvantage to agri-
culture is, that where the land happens to be let to a tenant,
which is not often the .cafe, the fale of the eflate woids the leafe ;
from whence comes their Spanith proverb, Venta defhdze renta.
—The fale frees you from rent. This is o dire&ly contrary to our

law, and the equity of the ‘thing, that the difcouragement to the

farmer need not be infifted on.

Tue military {pirit of -thefe people, which has always prc- _
vailed, has. no doubt given them a contempt for agriculture. -

- Whoever travels over Spain, will be grieved to fee fuch vaft
“tracks of fine land, turned to fo little advantage; great part of it
not tilled, and that which is, done in fo carelefs and flovenly a
manner, -as to produce a flarved crop of corn, even in fpots
where they might.command the moft abundant harveft. Their
corn is ufually choaked up with ftones, filth, and weeds of every
kind. There cannot be a ftronger proof given of the fertility of the

foil in SPAIN, than its producing fo much as it doth, when you -

confider ‘how 'little labour they beftow upon it. = When they
plow, they fcarce do more than' juft’ fcratch the furface of the
ground with a flight furrow ; after the firft plowing,' they let the

earth lie for a few days, and then they fow, the #heat in Sep-.

tember; and the. Barley in February : when this is done, they
feldom ufe the Harrow, but plow it over again, in order to cover
the feed.  Thus it ftands till June or July, at which time they
cut it 'down. The Barley is rarely bound in fheafs, and the
Wheat not always. Neither, however, are carried into Barus;
but they lay it down. on fome clean dry hillock, and then their
mules come with a drag, and tread or beat out the corn; it is a
thorter method than our zhrefbing. The winnowing there is
~done ftill eafier, by only throwing the corn up into the air.

SucH is the general indolence of the inhabitants of this coun=
try, that many of them will neither reap nor gather in their own

corn. I fhould except, however, the induftrious GALLICIANS,
who, with great numbers out of France, from AUVERGNE

and LANGUEDoOC, annually travel overall Spal, to be its huf~ .

bandmen.

THEr
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THE corn, when cut down, ufua]ly lies expofed upon fome
dry high ground for a month or fix weeks : as it muft therefore
be watched by night, they build fmall huts to lodge in.”” Thefe
places being moft commonly in”the nexghbourhood of great
towns, it is the evening diverfion of the Spaniards, at-this feafon,
to walk out.to thefe Eras, (or Areas) as they call them, to-form
parties there ; fome fitting, others playing on the guittar, others
;mgmg and dancing Seguedz//as or Fundungos. Durmg the heats,

‘the cool air of thofe rifing grounds is pleafant, and the feene

odd enough. They frequently ftay out late at thefe entertain-
ments. The ladies of fathion at MaDpRr1D fometimes partake of
tbem. w3t R R A : v

STRANGE as thlS manner of treadmc out the corn upon the

: ground and in the duft, may appear to us, yet I do not find that

it receives any damage from this practice; for it is all of the-
hard fort, and their flour is fine and white, not inferior to any i

Encranp.” ‘This method of treading out the corn. is, however,

undoubtedly not lefs aticient thanithe time of Moszs; as may: be

feen in Scnpture When the corn is-thus trodden out, the

. carry it into the public granary, from whence ‘it is dlfpenfed to.

the people, by particular magiftrates, a board being appomted
for that purpofe : this they ¢ call j‘unm de los déq/z’as .

Lirrre elfe is fown in SpaIN, but Wheat, Barley, and R yes to
the mules they ufually give chopped firaw, and thefe ammals will
undergo amazing fatigue, upon fuch poor food. The Spanifh horfe
are likewife commonly fed with chopped’ ftraw, and. it gives
them the fineft’coat ‘imaginable ; but when they are upon hard
{ewxa, they give them Barley; the richer fort,- indeed, give
their mules barley. “The Spaniards make little ufe of oats, tho’
there are fome few fields of it to be met with.

WaEN 1 fpeak of the Spanith: Agrzculture, I mean the general
ftate of it in Spa1N; for fome parts of the country are certainly
much more tilled and improved than others; which muft be the cafe
in all countries : thus, for inftance, when you pafs the SIERRA:

BIorENA, or that craggy faw of mountams, by which you enter
' inta
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into ANDALUsIA, the fcene is agreeably changed, the country
chearfuller, all tilled to corn, or planted with olives ; the villages
neat and clean ; but even here induftry is wanting ; no inclofures,
no trees, but vines and olives.

From CorDUBA to SEVILLE you pafs over a ruder country,
lefs cultivated, and abounding in olives, and fome vineyards.
The country, however, about GRaNADA, MuRrcia, VALEN-
c1A, and BARcELONA, has been of late years very nobly culti-
vated and improved :- in that latter city, in particular, there is fo
much induftry, that you would be apt to think the people were
not Spaniards. In the environs, alfo, of the two former cities, the
country is one continued garden, abounding with all forts of me-
lons, gourds, pimentos, and garden herbs, interfperfed with
plats of corn, maize, rice, hemp, &c. all growing under the thade
of 'mulberry-trees, which cover the whole country: they have
“peas, cauliflowers, fallads, beans, &e. freth from their gar-
dens, without the help of an hot-houfe, in the middle of our
winter. NN BIE Gl AL

i \

WitH regard to the other provinees; in Brscay they attend
chiefly to their Jron manufaGtures, and fo of courfe pay lefs regard
to-agricultnre. - AsTurIAs is all mountainous and woody, ex-
cepting where' they have laid the forefts wafte for the fupply of
their navy. I fay Jaid them wafle, becaufe, through their unfkil-
fulnefs in cutting and felling the timber, and a carelefs prodigality
in the manner of doing it, they have cut down as much of the
nobleft wood, to build a few men of war, as would have ferved
the Spanifth navy for fome years. A gentleman, who lately tra-
velled that way, affured me, that the AsTurias, in this re-
fpe&, had more the appearance of a plundered province, than of
a country in the hands of its own mafters.

TuE two CAsTILES are miferably cultivated; LEoN worfe;
but fome parts of GALLic1A are fine; and though their atten-
tion to, and fkill in agriculture, is by no means equal to that of
the fouthern provinces of Spain, yet it has no mean appear-
ance.
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One of the late minifters tried to introduce the Englifh fiyle of
agriculture into SpaIn, within thefe few years; and fent for
ploughs, harrows, and other implements and-tools of hufbandry
from LonpoN. But when he came to. teach his Cafilian pea-
fants, the ufe and application of thefe ruftic arms, they had no
lefs averfion to them, than the Spanifh troops have now to the
Pruffian military exercife. 'They tried to work with them, ‘but in
vain. The Don will as foon quit his fkin, as his habits and pre-
judices. -So they laid the tools down very quietly, andtold the
minifter, :““ Que no fe puede trabajar con inftrumentos femijantes
«¢ 4 los Ynglefes—That it was impoffible to work with fuch tools as-

< the Englfb.” -

WitH regard to Climate, the Spaniards certainly breathe the
pureft air, well fuited to fuch conftitutions as are not fubject to
cholics, particularly to what is called the dry cholic. 1t is too thin
and fubtle to agree with confumptive difpofitions; but to fuch
whofe conftitutions are found, and unimpaired by hereditary or

acquired diftempers, there are few better climates in the world.

In Garricia the air is more impregnated with vapours and
moifture ; butin general, there is neither mift-nor cloud, and you
‘have :the moft ferene azure fky conftantly over your head, that

can be imagined. ‘ .

In winter, the cold is not of fo' freezing a nature as in EnNc-
'LAND, nor does it numb the extremiities in the fame manner;,
but it is of a more piercing and {ubtle kind ; wherefore great.
care muft be taken at -thofe feafons to guard well the breaft and
Tlungs. Fire is.as much wanted at Maprip, in the midft of
‘winter, as in Lonpon, and yet they ufe braziers in general; and
but few chimneys, 1In June, July, Auguft; and part of Septem-
ber, the heats are very oppreflive;; during the hours of heat, to.
be ftill, with as little light in the room as poffible, is the only

- way to be tolerably cool. Great care ought to be taken in regard

to the water all over SpaIn, particularly at Secovia, and

‘ArRANJUEZ ; for in thofe places, if drank without proper cau-

‘tion, it will have the moft fatal effets.  The fureft prefervative
is to boil it, or to put an hot iron into it, before you drink it. The
S water,,
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water, indeed, of MADRID, is excellent, particularly that of the

_fountain of the Recoletos. The court of SpaiN have given it
the ftrongeft recommendation poffible, for they have fent water
from MabRr 1D even to Don CarRros and Don Puirip, as far
asItarv. ‘

You may find fome Trees in SpA1N not very common in other -

countries. 'The olive tree, _greén oak, and mulberry tree, abound
there; you will meet with vaft forrefts of fir and cork ; of which

latter they make ftools and benches, and apply it to many other

domeftic ufes. There are fine woods of oak in ESTREMADURA

and AsTURIAs; fome few palms and cedars are likewife found.

Th¢h as to Fruits, there are figs, pomegranates, oranges, le-
mons, citrons, dates, capers, walnuts, chefnuts, piftacho-nuts,

raifins, grapes, peaches, ne@arines, apricots, plums of all forts,

pears, apples, mulberries, ftrawberries, currants, but, I believe,
no goofeberries. '

"GARDENING, except in the neighbourhood of BaRcELONA -

and VALENTIA, and fome other places on the MEDITERRA=~
NEAN coaft, is entirely neglected in- this country, . They have
" not even the idea of gentlemens country 'feats,  with gardens
about them, after the Englith manner, except at the King’s pa-
laces, or fome grandee’s old caftle. Yet, notwithftanding, their

lettuce, fallads, afparagus, cellery, cabbage, {pinnage, endive,

garden herbs, onions, garlick, carrots, turnips, melons, cucum-
bers, artichokes, &c. are good.—The honey of Spain, where
~ there is fo much wild thyme, is equal to that of HysLa.

ViNEY ARDs abound every where ; for fh-ey make neither deer,
nor cyder 5 rum is prohibited, and their randy is a wretched fpirit,
diftilled from anifeed. Foreign wines are very difficult to be had

‘there at any price, except in the fea-ports; even the fine wines

of their own growth are by no means cheap, or eafy to be pro~
cured. What wine is fold of foreign growth, is chiefly fome
oor Claret, or- wretched Frontiniac. 'The wines that are native

are remarkably ftrong ; they are prefled out in the ancient man= -

ner, {o often mentioned in Scripture, by the feet; when thus
a P.p.2 trodden

v ol il
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troden out, they are immediately put into Aog feins, fewed up; .
and pitched on the infide : the pitch is apt to give them a déeper
tint, and a very rank tafte; this the connoifleurs call tafting of
the Borracho. There are many fine wines in Spain, the very
names of which I know not: thofe that have fallen in ‘my way
are the following. 1. Mountain. 2. Xeres, or what we call
Sherry, a town near CApiz. :. Paxarete, both dry, and
fweet. 4. Malaga, in that country, what the Spaniards call
Don Pepro X1MENES, from the name of a famous vintner in
that city. 5. Malvafia; in CATALONIA, what we call Malmfy.
6. Tinta de Rota, or what we call Tent. 7. Peralta. 8. Mon-
tilla. 9. Guarnacha, in CATALONIA. To. Fontcarral. 11.
Mofcatel. 12. Ribadavian. 13. Maravella. 14. Seges. 15

" Mancha. “This laft is the wine of Don QuUixoTE’s country: it

is of the red grape, and what is chiefly drank; mixed with water,,

by the court and gentry at MADRID.

~

TuE Spanith horfe were always famous ; thofe of ANDALUSIA
are the moft beautiful, thofe of AsTurras the ftrongeft: the
beft mules are the Caftilian, particularly thofe of La Mancua .-
but both horfes and - mules ‘are very dear in this country;
fifty or fixty pounds for a mule is no extraordinary price. All
trayelling, carriage, &c¢. is generally performed by mules, not
horfes. ' In many places, where the mules go with fafety, an
horfe would fearce ftand. '

TuERE are great plenty of oxen and cows; though the Spa-

i niards make no butter, o fupplying its place. They make like-

wife very little ufe of cows milk, goats milk being only to be had,
even at MADRrRID. They have black cattle in great abundance,,
and large flocks of fheep. All thefe are ufually poor and lean,
for want of pafture, though the flefh is not without its relith, and:

~ the meat is certainly more fubftantial, more nutritious, than what

is killed inENGLAND. - -
Tury have immenfe droves of fiine, particularly about TA-
LAVERA DE LA REGNA. As thefe are fed with chefnuts, the

pork is of a moft exquifite flavour. Poultry in general, except -
_ the:




"AGRICULTURE v SPAIN. a9

the turkies, are in this country lean and dry. - There are great
quantities of game of all forts, hares, partridges, &ec. but nei~ :
ther fat nor well flavoured. The venifon is good, but inferior to
our own. Rabbits breed and multiply aftonithingly in Spain,
~ and are very good food ; they were fo great a nuifance, in the
time of AuGgusTus, that the Roman foldiers were obliged to de-
ftroy them, as STRABo tells us. This made CATuLLUs call
SpaIN Cuniculofa Celtiberia. And BocuarT fays, that the name
of SpaIn came from the Phanician Spanijiam, which fignifies
the land of rabbits. ' B : , :

Frsu is fcarce ever feen in the interior parts of the country;
and what does come there is ufually brought in fwow. They
~ have great multitudes of craw-fith at Maprip.—But their chief
fupply of fifh is fent them by the Englifh from NEwFounD-
LAND, “the jalt fifh,- or what they. call the Bacarao. The
szz;zz'ara’: themf{elves indeed, near CaLErs, falt no inconfiderable
~ quantity of the Thunnus, or Ton-fifb; and very excellent it is;

though this is no new practice, but as old as the Roman times
for the ELDER PLINY tells us, ¢ Optima autem omnium in
«¢ Europa funt Gadstana Salfamenta = ( -

L E T-
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LETTER XVL

o the Reverend Dr. KENNICOTT, & &

O thofe, Sir, who, like you, are great proficients in the
Hebrew and eaftern languages, there are perhaps few
countries in the world- that would afford them more pleafure
than this of Spain, could they but have free accefs to all the
oriental manufripts it is known to contain, : ;

You need not be informed, that when the empire of the
Moogrs flourithed here, they had univerfities of .note, at a time

- when all the Chriftian world, -and the reft of SPAIN in particu-

lar, .was buried in the moft difgraceful ignorance. The Chrifti-
ans themfelves made no difhiculty of going to ftudy in thofe femi-
naries, to learn aftronomy and philofophy.

THis country was the refidence of thofe learned Arabs, Avi-
CENA, AVERROES, ALMANZOR, and MESSAHALLAH. It was
here thofe able Jews wrote their comments, the Rabbins ABEN
Ezra, Moses Ben-Maymon, A. ZacuTH, BEnjaMIN, Mo-
ses KimcuI, and his fons Davip and Josepu; with others,
whofe names and works are fo humoroufly defcribed in that
beautiful poem, your Oxford Auétioc Davifiana.

" “Bur though there certainly are great colletions of Hebrew,
and other Oriental MSS. remaining in SPAIN, yet let me intreat
you, Sir, not to raife your expetations too high, or fanguinely

I : to
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to imagine, that you can detive any gredt acceflions to your zew
‘Edition of the Bible, from this part of the world. Not that I am
without hope of -obtaining fome valuable co/lations for your ufe
hereafter : -but that muft be the work of much time and ‘applica-
tion: patience and perfeverance are moft eflentially neceffary in
all your tranfactions with a Epaniard.

* 'You no doubt are well aware, that. thofe who glean after fuch
men as° XIMENES, MoNTANUs, and Pere HouBiGceanT, in
this country, cannot expet to find much left, which they have
not collated. But ftill 1 am perfuaded, from knowing the genius
of thefe people, that a fkilful and diligent enquirer would dif-

cover fome Hebrew MSS. which thefe great men never faw: fome

‘have doubtlefs been brought hither fince their time, and fome
~ probably efcaped their fearch.

BuT, in order that you may fee the ‘ftate of this matter more

. compleatly, T fend.you inclofed zwo Letters, tranflated from the .
original, written by a very learned and intelligent Spaniard., The

Jir/t will give you a full view of the ftate of the Hebrew and Ara-
‘b1c learning in this country ; and the fecrond contains a moft exact
- account of the Complutenfian Polyglott.

"HAvVING ufed my' utmoft endeavours to procure you fome cal- ‘
- Jations of fuch ancient Hebrew MSS. of the Bible, as I could get

intelligence of in SpaIN, it is but reafonable, that I fhould give
you, Sir, as fatisfactory an account as I can of the fteps I took for
“that purpofe. - v FRS a

" 'Tuere are but fwo principal obftacles to your procuring the
collation of the Hebrew MSS. in Spa1n: thefe are, the abfolute
neceffity of his Catholic Majefty’s permiffion ; and the difficulty
of finding perfons of ability, learning, leifure, and what is. more,

humility fufficient for fuch a work : for, thould you find out an

ecclefiaftic able enough to go through this dry tafk, he may pof~

fibly -have too much pride. to receive your pay; and then what
motive have you left to engage him with? ’ ‘

But _

.
D o A
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" Bur how difcouraging foever thefe obftacles may appeaf yet
notw1thﬂand1ng, if there breaks out no war, and I have the op-
portunity of another year’s ftay in this country, I am perfuaded I

thall have the fatisfa&ion of bemg mﬁrumental in removmg them .

~in great meafure.

Uron receiving advices from- ENGLAND in regard to your un-
dertaking, I immediately wrote to fome of the Spanifh /Jizerati up-
on that fubjec, and among others to Don Fr. PEREZ BAG AR,
“a canon and treafurer of the church of Torepo: he fent me
word, that he had by him between * twenty and thirty Hebrew
MSS. of the Bible, written poffibly in the XIIth century, or not
much later ; and that there was one in particular, dated 1144. -
"This account of his, however, proved erroneous ; for he told me
afterwards, that he had only eight MSS. by him of the Hebrew
Bible, with another in the church library : for, not having fuffi-
ciently examined the reft, he found that feveral, which he ima-
gined to have contained the text, were only Rabb1n1cal com-
ments. .

I N obedience to’ my dlreéhons from Encranp, I mforrned the
- Earl of Bristor of the nature, ftate, and utility of your under-
taking, and endeavoured to induce him to move in it: but his
- Lordthip replied, that he could not ; that his office was only po-

hitical, and that he had nothing to do with what was forelgn to
his commiffion. ,

Uron this T wrote to ENGLAND, advifing an appllcatlon to be
made to the Count DE FueNTESs, in order to obtain his Catholic
- Majefty’s permiffion, that the Hebrew MSS. of the Bible in

-SpaIN might be colated for your work. That Count’s. chap-
lain ealled upon me foon after at Secovia, and affured me,
~ that the Count De FuenTEs had promifed to procure an applica-
tion from the Romifh college of Cardinals to the King of Spain,
for the Englifh to have the fame permiffion here, which they
had in the Patican. = This I have heard no more of fince; and
to tell you the truth, I did not believe at that time: - - :

*- See above, p. 83.
Yo U
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.. You will fee in my - catalogue of the Escuriar MSS. what
there is in that place. While I was there, I had the good fortune to
meet with the Count Gazora, one of his Catholic Majefty’s great
favourites, a Lieutenant-general, and his principal Engineer. He
having afked me, ifI had fucceeded in obtaining accefs to the He-
brew and other MSS: in Spain ? I replied, that I had feen thofe
of the Escur1AL, in a very curfory manner, but none elfe; that
as to fuch an accefs as I wanted, for the purpofes of co//ation, I de-
{paired of ever feeing that point accomplifhed. He replied, «“ Cou-

‘ rage, mon ami, a mon retour 4 MADRID, je vous ferois cette -

¢ grace moi meme.” This I looked upon as a moft favour-

able incident; and accordingly, when I returned to Maprip, I -

drew up the inclofed Latin epiftle to Count Gazora, ftating the
‘nature of your propofals, and defiring his affiftance in obtaining
‘the King’s permiffion. ‘ :

" AFTER this, I faw BaAGer at MADriD, who came to defire
meto fend to ENcLAND for fome books, which would be necef-

fary to him in finithing a work he had almoft compleated, en: -

titled an Explanation of the Samaritan  coins, to which will be
‘added an account of ‘the Spanifh icoins; called defconnocidas. = At
‘this interview we made a mutual agreement; I undertook to pro-
cure the books, provided he would collate and fend me the various
‘readings of thofe nine MSS, at ToLEpo. So that you have no-
r"thing more to do,. Sir, than to write a letter to him .in form, re-
-quefting the collation of thofe MSS. for your work, in order that
‘he might lay that letter before the chapter of ToLEDO, to obtain
‘their permiffion, - - cEL T '

. P. 8. Since my return to ExcLAND, T have little more to add,
:8ir, to thisaccount. “When I faw the Honourable Mr. Hav at
‘Li1sBoN, :he very warmly efpoufed the caufe of your undertaking ;
‘and was {o obliging as to offer to keep fuch a literary correfpon-
-dence open during the war, if neceflary. But as we have now
the profpeé of peace before us, weare under no reftraints of that

fort; and whenever you would have any correfpondence in SPAIN -

- ¢+ ¥ Sce above, Letter V'IH. pr I55. . E e o :
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renewed upon this fubjed, pleafe to let me know your commands,'
'and I fhall very readxly obey them.A

EPISTOLA

'Ad Exce]lentlﬂimum Comltem De GAZOLA, &c. ' &c.
de Collatione Hebralcorum Manufcrlptorum Veterls
Teﬁamentl |

UM nos Britanni, Comes Excellentiffime, orbi litterato nu-
perrimé enunciavimus, nos hodie novam fufcepiffe fan&i et
antiquiffimi iftius Feederis editionem, magm Cardinalis X1MENIs -
quafi claffico et cxemplo accenfi: ita et in eundem finem rationes
publice propofulmus, et ¢ prelo edidimus, collationem manufcrip-
torum facri textiis Hebraici folummodo fpe&antes.

- IncrepigiLE eftdi¢tu quo ardore et benevolentza tantum opus

ab omnibus fere noftroram hominum ordinibus ftatim - excipieba-

tut. ;. Academiz, Oxonia, Cantabrigia, Dublinia fuffragia fua_
perquam libenter detulerunt; nec votis tantum inanibus profe-

cutz funt, fed auro et argento ob]atls liberaliter.adjuvarunt. Idem

dicendum eft de Archiepifcopis, Epifcopis, Decanis et Capltuhs,

- Collegiis, et ut ne fingulos memorem de permultis non minus

propter rehglonem et do&rmam eorum infignibus, quam per ftem-

mata et faftos majorum. .

QJAMPRIMUM igitur, Comes Excellentiflime, incoeptum et
confilium hoc divulgari caepit, tantus ardor et cateros BritannoS
apud exteras regiones aliofque populos peregrinantes corripuit, ut
confeftim manufcriptos codices Hebraicos ubique delitefcentes ex-
quirerent, eruerent, et felici quadam indagine aucuparent.

AT ne exteri quldem, ne eorum glonae et laudi detraham, tan-

to Operl, tam late et univerfe utilitatis in rempublicam, in gene-
I : ris
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ris humani commodum et ornamentum excogitato, ne ipfi exteri
pro {uis viribus, pro fud humanitate nobis defuerunt; Przcipue
Roma, Florentiz, Bononiz, Mediolano, Genuz, Venetiis, By-
zantil.

IN urbe vero Roma, ubi artes et litteree humaniores tanti olim
ubertate floruerunt, nec hodié deferte funt, primi ordinis nobiles,
et etiam ecclefiee: €atholice Romanz principes, fuum operi auxi-
lium et patrocinium humaniter et urbane praftiterunt. Eminen-
tiffimus Cardinalis Pgffionéi liberam collationis licentiam a fummo
et S. S. Pontifice obtinuit, et Vaticani fores confeftim patefecit :
hodieque omnes in celeberrima illd Bibliothecd Hebraici manu-
feripti per Anglorum manus accuratifimé excutiuntur in ipfo pala-
tio, et dum vivus aderat, fub Eminentiffimi Cardinalis aufpiciis

(L 'wm_ ; :
_usSep. quorfum omnis tendit haec oratio me roges forfan Comes
humaniflime ? Aperiam ftatim, i modo mihi veftram expetenti
veniam eam clementer dederis.. Tendit, vir dodtiffime, ut eundem
agli in Hifpaniis indulgentiam  jinveniant; quam a: fanétiflimo
; et celfiflimo Cardinalium Collegio ‘Romz-obtinuerant :
Teque, Comes Excellentiffime, patriz mez nomine oro et ob-
teftor, ut eandem nobis veniam et collationis licentiam in his ter-
ris patefacias, quam ubique alias terrarum orbis habuimus.

FremANT licet Monachorum coenobia, et clament Sacri Officii
fubfellia, tamen cum liberum patriz mez fpiritum et animum
mecum afportaverim, tibi Comes Litteratiffime liberrime dicam
quod fentio : quanquam enim nos Chriftiani in diverfa ierimus
momenta fidei, tamen eandem ambo fidem profitemur, ad eafden
facras feripturas provocamus: /Equé et communiter amborum
intereft eofdem ex quibus haurimus fontes puros putofque confer-
vare. Quis etenim vel fanus vel fobrius malit eam illam ignoran-
tiam, eofque errores, qui ex ofcitantia librariorum libros facros
invaferint, de fieculo ad faculum perpetuare, a generatione in ge-
nerationem confecrandos tradere? - Eam quam hodie licentiam
Rome Britannis Papa praftitit, Matrito certe non detraCturus erit.

Sed in eo non moramur,
Qgq 2 REcis
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: : " REec1s tantummodo licentia et autoritas noftre caufae’, ‘noftre
T quaftioni expetitur. Quis autem adeo fidens inventus erit, qui hanc

caufam et quaftionem humillimé per Miniftros fuos. ad Regem

Catholicum deferat ? Excellentiffimus Legatus nofter Britannicus
i : rei politice folurh invigilat, neque his curis alienis vel tangi vel
impediri poﬂit Si de me dicerem, qui tantum vile quoddam lit-
_ - teratorum noftrorum in hac quieftione inftrumentum fim,’ et tan<
4 , quam exilis patriz mez vox, hwc me nunquam aufurum fufcep-

; ‘ turumve non diffiteor. ‘ : . !

SN autem patronum ahquern invenero, qualem te Comes Ex-
cellentxfﬁme, fub cujus umbra protegar ; et ut verum dicam prz-
ftantiorem potioremve nec velim, nec potuerim: Quippe tu, qui
architeGure et pingendi artes precipuo’ quodam -amore femper
fovifti; ita cceteras{cientias, et litteras humaniores publicis f’tudns,
publicd benevolentid adeo profecutus fis, ut parum fciam ad cujus
Patrocinium vel Mufe vel Gratiz potiusconfugerent : fub tali
{Egide, fub hic Minervé, caufam hanc: et partes'mihi honorifice
delatas me non deferturum fateor, et quoad potuenm executurum,

VALE, V1r doéhﬁime, et te D 0. M per multos annos fofpx-; "
tem fervet, et fi mea ulteriora vota fit fas ad_;ungere. e = ¥4

L sy b

SIT tibi -+ POESTAN}E glorxa pnma rofw. ;

o R + He is publifhing the Ruins of the Ancient PogsTum. .. .. .




des Affaires from the Court of DENMARK #o that of MADRID,
. aritten originally in Latin by' Don GREGORY. MAYANs, and
" containing the prefent State of the HeBREw and ARrABIC

*“Learning “in SPAIN, and where the - principal MSS. in thofe

Branches.are to be found. :

H E Arasic and HEBREW. languages have aIWays g}eatly

KL

' T flourithed in SPAIN ; Tior is this extraordinary, for the He-
BREW contains-the SCRI1PTUREs, and.has interpreters, though
for the moft part very ‘trifling, yethighly fkilful in that lan-

guage.—Add to this, that the wealth of Spa1n ever attradted the
avarice of the Jews, whofe numbers increafed fo much, that
their fons were even admitted to holy orders, until they were for-
bid by fome ftatutes, -particularly that of ToLEDO, in 1547. This

ftatute became neceffary, for there werk‘found in ‘one fingle town,

of the diocefe of ToLEDO, fourteen clergy, all Jews but one 5
and in many-other ‘places a fimilar difcovery was made of their in-
- creafe.—There is no doubt, but that thefe: Jews not only ftudied

and improved their own' languagé, the ' HEBrEW ; but ever the-

moft learned CurisTIANS learnt eagerly that language, in order
to convert the Jews, efpecially after the Council beld at ViENNA,
in the year 1311, as we may gather from the /72 CLEMENTINE,
- title De Magiftris, where it was ordained, that in the Univerfi-
ties-of PARIs, OxFORD, BoLOGNA, and SALAMANCA; which

SERE . . b, ; : ) . - L.Wwere:
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were then the moft famed Univerfities, the Hebrew, _dralric, and
Chaldic tongues {hould be taught.

Turs was done with fo much fpmt at SALAMANCA, that
from thence, as from the TRrRojan Horfe, mere Princes went
forth; men who underftood all the Oriental Tongues incom-
parably well.” Nevertheles' in the “time¢  of FErRDINANDUS
Non1vus, the parent of Greek learnmg in this country, Chaldee
and Arabic profefiors were wanting at SALAMANCA, as you may
fee in N. CLEUARDS Epittles, p. 235

As to the Heérew, it 1s weﬂ knoWn what ha‘tred and averf oft

' hath always. fubfifted Bétween the Jews and ‘s CATHOLICS;

from whence it happened, - that . this hatred,. which fhould. have
been confined only to the pesfidy of that people, hath been ab-
{urdly exerted agamﬁ the innocent Heérew tongue itfelf, and its
learned Profeflors.” .~ - o A,
How much prejudlce the ftudy of the HEBREW created agamﬁ:
AnTo. of LEBRIXA, 2 man of moft eminent learning, you may,
learn from hlS, Apologm, Wthh is,a ﬁ.arcc book ;. you may fee
fome extraéls of it in my:. Speczmen of a Lzérary, 33 -
Letters of Lewis: Vives, will alfptell you the,ill tqeatment
JQHN VERGERA, and other eminent Hebraeans, met with here
on account of their knowledge of. the, Hebrew. ‘Read the, com-"

plaints only of B. A, MonT ANus upon, this fubjet, in his:, Carn-.

<<<<<<

- mentary de Varia Heﬁr Lg/) Scrzptione et Le&'ﬁ.m’; Whﬁre he is

treatmg bf the. difcogdance or agreement of ch&'ercnt verﬁons.

PRsEE

WHEREFORE, although Cardma.l XIMENES ﬁrﬂ: fct the ex-
ample, . and roufed the minds of the Spaniards to_the ftudy of the.

" Eaftern, Languages, and- part;cularly of the.- Hebrew,. yst as: par:

trons and rewards, for it failed after his. death, and the prejudice

ran againt it, ‘that mo{’c uﬁful ﬂudy bega.r; to be looked upon as:

amarkofmfamy {2t ey ey en ¢ s T ST
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UPON th;s aceount, m the begmnmg of' the feventeenth cen-

tury, it was warmly difputed among the Spamards whether or
no




