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PREFACE

TH E compiler of the following papers having had the ho-
nour to attend his Excellency the right honourable GEorRGE
WiLr1awm, Earl of BrisTor, his Britannic Majefty’s Ambaffador.
Extraordinary, and Minifter Plenipotentiary to the court of Ma-
DRID, in quality of chaplain, for near two years; he made it his
bufinefs, during his ftay there, to colle&t fu¢h informations, hints,
and matefials relative to the prefent ftate of Spa1n, as might ei-
ther gratify the curiofity of his friends, or prove of fome utility

“to the public in general. : :

For this hath ever appeared to him ‘to be the truc and proper -
. defign of Travelling, to bring back fuch notices of foreign coun-
tries, as may corret any prejudices and errors we have entertained
concerning them ; fuch as may improve our prefent opinions, and
contribute to form a juft idea of different nations. ‘This employ-
ment may be more ufeful, though, perhaps, not fo flattering to
the imagination, as that of reading P7rgi/ upon the banks of the
Mincio, Horace upon the Aufidus, or Homer upon the Scamander.
Writers of authentic accounts of countries, though beneath the
atten‘tion of elegant genius, and not rifing to the higher claims of
tafte and virs4, may notwithftanding be more ferviceable to the
public, than the purchafer of a decayed Titian, the recoverer
of a rufty coin, the copier of a defaced nfiription, or the defigner
of an old ruin, : o :

It is, perhaps, to be wifhed, that the generality of our young
travellers would give more of . their attention this way; the fub-
je€t is not exhaufted, and the objet is of much greater moment,
than the drefies of one country, or the tunes of another; than

' ’ a - the
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the vineyards of this province, or the kitchens of that. To ob-
ferve the variation of manners, the force of cuftoms, the utility of

laws, or the effeGs of climate, renders 2 much more effential fer- .

vice to your country, than to fet a new fathion, teach a new air,
or give a new difh.

TuE writer, apprehending that his ftay in Sparn would have
been of much longer duration, had formed his original plan of a
much larger extent, than that which is now laid before the pu-
blic: but as the war, which unfortunately broke out between the
two courts, prevented his profecuting that more extenfive defign,
the reader will, he hopes, charitably place this defe& to the ac-

count of that unforefeen event, and not to any want of intention
or induftry in the writer. -

He is very fenfible of the many imperfe&ions and defedts of
this performance, and is convinced, that it ftands in need of all
the apologies he is capable of making for it. The reader owes the

perufal of it not to_the writer’s own. fentiment or opinion, but to -

the determination of abler judges, who conceived, that with all its
errors it might be of ufe to the public, as relating to a country, the

accounts of which now extant among us are more apt to miflead,

than to inform.

Tue following papers would -have been much lefs fuperficial
and jejune, if the country, in which they were collefted, had
_been half {o communicative as that in which they are publithed. In
SraiN, the want of that general education and knowledge, which
is fo univerfally diffufed throughout this ifland, renders the pro-
grefs of all enquiry very flow and difficult : the referved temper
and genius of the Spaniards makes it ftill more embaraffed ; but
the caution they ufe, and the {ufpicions they entertain with regard
to hereticks, efpecially priefts, are generally fufficient to damp the
moft induftrious and inquifitive refearcher. Add to this that in-
vincible obftacle to all free enquiry in catholic countries, the in-
guifition, and then it 1s apprehended that the reader will not won-

der, that he finds fo little entertainment and information in the
following letters. '

Butr

JE———————_—E
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BuT this is not all ; befides. the difficultics a foreigner meets
with in the dominions of his catholic majetty, bat of the language
is not the leaft. FrEncH and ITALIAN are now become. {o very
fathionable and common among us; that moft of our young tra-
vellers fet out with ‘the Bocca Romana, and the accent of BLois.
But how few are there of us, that go out Spaniards? that have
language enough to atk, Which is the way ? or, How many miles
are there to the next town? This inconvenience will be {enfibl
felt by every enquiring mind. For want of Spanifh, the compiler
of thefe papers ufed to endeavour to avail himfelf at firft of that
almoft univerfal tongue of mankind, the Lazin: but in that, be-
fides the difference of pronunciation, he found a much worfe cir-
cumftance belonging to it : few of the monks or clergy underftood
any thing of it ; and ftill fewer were able to fpeak it Their com-
mon aniwer was, No entiendo Ufte s No es Latino por aca, pero es
Latino por alla : that is, < I do not underftand you, Sir: it is not
¢ the Latin of this here country, but of that there country.”

Havinc fairly apprifed the reader of thofe imperfections which
he will find in this mifcellany, the writer hopes to be indulged in
fubmitting to him what may be modeftly faid in favour of the -
" performance. - _ : ‘ X

- THE accounts which we have of SPAIN, may be reduced to
- three forts; the Romance, the Obfolete, and the Modern. With re- -
gard to the firft, the author rejoices to fee that abfurd kind of '
writing {o generally difregarded, that even the very names of the
celebrated romances of the laft age are almoft as much forgot-
ten as thofe of their authors: Though it is to be feared, that the
wretched tribe of novel-writers, which have fucceeded, have done
greater mifchief. The too fublime CLerL1A and PHARAMOND
were compofitions, perhaps, of lefs pernicious tendency, than fome
of our later printed poifons: the former might fill the mind with
“improbable fiGtions, but the latter may inflame the heart with pro-
bable vice : the apprentice, or young mifs, may be lefs incited by
objects of impoflible imitation, fuch as the wandering knight in
black armour, or the rambling lady upon a milk-white palfrey,
a 2 -~ than

b Lo
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than by the familiar hiftory of the feducer and the feduced, which
fill up moft of our modern novels; thefe are fubjets of more pro-
bable, and, therefore, more dangerous, imitation. -

- But toreturn from this fhort digreflion: the romance-accounts
of Spain have had this bad effect upon us, that they have in a
manner infufed themfelves into our ideas of that country. The
manners of the moft inflexible people, and fuch the Spaniards are,
undergo fome alteration in every age; the mad exploits of chi-
valry, and the extravagant gallantries of the old Spaniards, are now
no more : the guittar and gauntlet are both thrown afide. The
more refined manners of FrRANCE pafled over the Pyrences with

the houfe of Bourson. Even the Spanifb language is now mak- |

ing its laft firuggles againft the more infinuating one of FRaNCE ;
and, if the court did not ftill retain that laudable cuftom of an-
fwering foreign ambafladors in their own tongue, it would pro-
bably have fallen into great negle& before now. French politeffe
has given a newair to, and foftened the ferocious features of that
country : the muftacho has dropped from the 1ip, and the cloke
from the fhoulders of their noblefle.  Even' the' Inguifitors have
fince learned not only the politenefs, but humanity of that people,

and have left off roafting heretics a/ive: a cuftom, which, within
this century, has been pradtifed at GRaNADA.

" Tut next accounts which we have of Spai1n, may be called
Obfolete ; and fuch fhould be efteemed all thofe which have not
been publifhed within this century. They are accounts, indeed,
which were once true, but are now no more a juft defcription of
the Spaniards, than an account of ENGLAND in the time of Ep-
waRrD 1II. would be called now : fuch are The lady's travels into
Spain, a book pirated from a French writer; and many others.
‘The Delices d'Efpagne, though a good book, is now quite anti-

quated ; even the defcriptions of places in it are become unlike,
becaufe the face of a country will change with time, as well as
the manaers of a people. bl

Tue third clafs of accounts mentioned above, are the Modern ;‘V
‘of this fort we have very little that is either tolerably corre& or
) :

. aud~

o
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authentic. Mr. WiLroucuBY's Travels, though republifhed
in Harrrs’s Colle&ion, are of no moment ; it is faid the bota-
nical, or natural hiftery part of it is good; which, I {uppofe;
made them appear together with Mr. Ray’s. Mr. Ap Rice has
indeed lately gublifh’ed A tour through Spain and Portugal, Lon-
don 1760, in 8vo ; his view appears merely to bave been.that of
expofing the abfurd miracles of the Romifh church, which indeed
he has done effeCtually : but, in other refpeéts, that book does
not feem to have been written by one who attually vifited the
places themfelves. A o ,

- 'Tur laft thing, ‘which I have to offer in favour of thefe letters,
is, that the reader may be affured, that the utmoft care was taken,
that the accounts thould be had from the beft hand poffible. The
account of the Spanifb Money was examined and approved by DaRr-
cy'and-Jo1s, the great bankers at MADr1D, and by the gentle-
the embafly. The ftate of the A4rmy, Navy, Finances,
and Civil Lifhof the Court, were tratifcribed from an orsginal French
MS. of the greate(t authority, which ‘may be feen in-the author’s
offeflion, and which.is.a curiofity of no {fmall value. . The title
‘of that French MS. whichiisa thin folio, runs thus, Bilan General
des Finances de S. M. C. Don Carles'III. Roi & Efpagne, en 1760.

Twe writer has inferted nothing, which he apprehends to be
either ambiguous or falfe. And though he makes no doubt, but
there are miftakes, yet heis certain, that he hath done all that he
could to avoid them. He has made ufeof all the helps, living or
dead, which fell in his way. And as he believes he has availed:
himfelf of moft of what is grinfed upon this fubject; fo he is not
confcious of having omitted any hints, given him by his friends
and acquaintance, eitherin SPAIN or ENGLAND.

BuT though he has confulted what others have written upon
this fubject, it has been more with a view of avoiding their obfer-
vations, than of making himfelf rich by their fpoils : For in this
matter he followed, as near as he could, that excellent inftruction,

which Dr. MippLETON hath given to fucceeding writers, in his:
a3 admirable
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‘admirable preface to the. Life of Cicero. ¢ In writing hiftory,
¢ as in travels, inftead of tranfcribing the relations of thofe whe
¢ have trodden the fame ground before us, we fhould exhibit a
¢ feries of obfervations peculiar to ourfelves; fuch as the facts and.
< places fuggefted to our own minds, from an attentive furvey of
¢ them, without regard to what any one elfe may have delivered
¢ about them : And though in a prodution of this kind, where
¢ the fame materials are common to all, many things muft necef-
¢ farily be faid, which had been obferved already by others; yet,
¢ if the author has any genius, there will be always enough of what
¢ is new, to diftinguifh it as an original work, and to give hima
¢ right to call it his own?’ which, he flatters himfelf; will be al-
lowed to him in the following letters. .- Lot

- As to the form of Letters, in which this colleGtion appears, it

was owing to this circumftance; great part of it was fent to the
author’s friends in ENGLAND, in that drefs, from MADRID: and.
when he came to review the whole, he faw no reafon why he,

_thould alter it; it is the eafieft and-moft comprehenfive vehicle
of matter; it allows of more liberty than a fiff and formal narra-
tive; it affords more relief to the reader, there being perpetual
breaks, ‘'where he may paufe at pleafure. . . i, P

~"BurT there is- one ‘circumftance ‘in this publication, which af-
fords the author no fmall fatisfaCtion ; and that is the giving his
reader a freth proof of the happinefs, which he enjoys. in being
born a Briton ; of living in a country, where he poflefles freedom.
of fentiment and of action, liberty of confcience, and fecurity of
property, under the moft .temperate climate, and the maft duly
poifed government in the whole world. A.liberty that cannot
become licentious, becaufe bounded and circumfcribed, not by.
the arbitrary will of oxEg, but by the wifdom of ALL, by the due
limits of reafon, juftice, equity; and law: Where the prince can
do no wrong, and where the people muft do right: Where the
lawlefs noble is no more privileged from the hand of juftice, than.
_the meaneft peafant: Where the greateft minifter ftands account-
.able to the public, and, if he betrays the interefts of his country,
cannot bid defiance to the juft refentments of the law.

LT




P R E F A C E Vil

LET an Englithman go ‘where he will, to-SpaIN or PORTU-
GAL, to FRANCE or ITALY ; let him travel over the whole globe,
he will find no . conftitution ‘comparable to that of GReaT Bri-
‘TAaIN.. Here is no political engine, no baftile, no inquifition, to
ftifle in'a moment every {ymptom of a free {pirit rifing either in
church or ftate ; no familiar, no alguazil to carry off each dange-

rous genius in arts or {cience, to thofe dark and bloody cells, from
whence there are

'vcﬁz'gia'nulla retrorfum.

THE Mmﬁeur is polite, mgemous, fubtle, and proud : but he
is a flave, and is ftarving ;. his time, his purfe, and his arm are not
his own, but his monarch’s. The Ifalian has neither freedom,
morals, nor religion. The Doz is brave, religious, and very jea-
lous of his honour, when once engaged : yet oppreflion and pover-
ty are his portion under the {fway of an arbitrary monarch. And
though he may boaft, that the fun-never rifes or fets but within
the vaft limits of the Spanifh monarchy, yet he will never fee li-
berty, {cience, arts, manufactures, and commerce flourith in them
‘with any vigour. The Porfuguefé is equally a flave, xgnorant, and
fuperftmous The German is continually at war, or repalrmg
the havock made by it. The Hollander, funk in {loth, and the,
Iove of money, is only ative in commerce out of avarice. All
thefe, weighed in the balance againft BriTAIN, in point of
happinefs and advantages, will be found light : Let it, therefore,
be confidered as no illiberal end of this publication, to infpire the
reader with love of the Brmfh con"htutxon

THE papers, which compofe the following Hiflorical Introduc-
tion, confilt of three parts. The firft contams An extralt from
the works of the Marqzm de Mondecar, a noble, learned, and judi-
cious Spaniard, thewing the rife and origin of the feveral kingdoms
into which Spa1n was divided, and whofe provincial divifions fub-
fift to this day. The fecond is A fhort wvieww of the hiftory of Spain
Jrom the death of Charles I1. to the prefent time : This period was
chofen, as being that of the acceffion of the Bourson-family,
which forms a new =ra, and is, in the hiftory of SPAIN, what the
rcvolunon is in the hiftory of ExcLAND; our modern politics

hardly
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hardly looking farther back than the prefent fettlemerit in SPAiN,
and the partition of the Ttalian dominions, which enfued upon it.

‘The third part of this hiftorical introduion is, A 4f of Englifh
ambafladors, Sc. at the court of Spain, with the treaties, &c. which,

it was thought would be no unufeful appendix to the former.

To conclude : Should there be, among the more humane read-
ers, one who, in any remark, circumitance, or reflexion, may ima-
gine that I have heightened or exaggerated this account of the
Spanifh nation, or have been any where too fevere in my animad-
verfions ; have -caricatured the features, or magnified the manners
of that people: he will, upon better information, difcover, that
THIS is by far the moft favourable and candid account of Spain,
which is not written by a Spaniard. Thofe who will take the
pains to read what the Marfhal BassomPIeRrE, the Countefs
D’Aunois, Father LaBaT, the Abbé Vavrac, Madame de

ViLLAars, M. DesorRMEAUX, Don JuAN ALvArez bE CoLME- -

NAR, himfelf a Spaniard, and others have written upon this {ub-
je&, will fee' the difference between a fair, true, and impartial
account, and one ditated by a heart overflowing with gall, and

penned with the ink of invective. And yet, what is more remark- -

able, their defcriptions were written by authors of the fame re/i-
gious perfuafion with the Spaniards, by true and zealous catholics.
If mine has any merit to claim over their’s, it is by fhewing, that
a proteflant has written a more favourable account of a cazbolic
country, than catholics themfelves have publithed. Truth and fa&
have been throughout the fole objects of my attention. I had
neither ill-nature to gratify, or fpleen to indulge : I abhor all na-
tional refleftions, and defpife from my heart the little prejudices of
country, or cuffom. Upon many accounts I love and revere the

Spaniards: 1 admire their virtues, and applaud their valour.: All .

nations and regions have their refpective merits. But, notwith-

ftanding, I have fteadily kept that juft rule in view,

Ne quid ¥ AvLs1 dicere aufus, ne quid VER 1 non aufus.




- Hiftorical Introduction.

(The remarks of the Margz)is de MONDECAR upon the Spanifb hifto-.
rians being judicious, new, and not commonly to be met with, I
thought proper to give the reader the following extraéls from bis
work. ) ' . '

THE Roman empire in this country lafted fomething more
than 4oo years after the commencement ef the Chriftian
@ra: but the Spanith hiftory is connected with the Roman for near
6oo, till that empire was utterly extintt. The GoTHs entered
about the year 400. HimeRric, with the Suevi and AL aNs, con-
-quered GALLICIA, about the year 408. Thefe Suevr, who gave
name to Gavrricia, fubdued PorTUGAL about 464. REqQuI-
NA, the fon of HimEeR1¢, conquered BrscAy, ANDALUSIA, and
took Saracoga and TARRAGONA in 488. | RECAREDO was
King of Sparn in 587, and called a Cortes, at which prelates, as
well as fecular lords, affifted, and granted aids to the crown. Af-
ter him came WiTTERIC, to whom fucceeded GunNDEMAR, in
61o. In 631, SisENaANDO was chofe King, who called a Cortes
at ToLEDoO. : '

Tue Moors entered SpaIN about the year 68c, confequently
the Gothic government did not laft 300 years. TARIF ABENZAR-
CA came in 713. :

Tue three moft principal northern nations which came here,
were, the VANDALs, from whom the province of ANDALUSsIA
received 'its name ; thefe went afterwards into Arrica : The
Suevi, who remained long in Gavrricia ; and the GoTus, who
conquered the whole country, and held it upwards of 200 years.
The GoTas poflefled the whole continent of SpATN, MAURITA-
Nia, AFRICA, and Garria GoTHICA, or that part OfFRANICE,

= b ' which
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which is now corruptly called LaNcGueDoc : but in their turn

they gave place to the MooRrs or ARABs, whofe dominion ceafed, '

when PeLAYo was eftablithed in his throne. The MooRrs con-
quered all SPAIN, except thofe mountainous parts,whither fome bo-

dies of refolute chriftians fled for refuge. 'Thefe by degrees plan- -

ned and concerted meafures to fhake off the Arabic yoke. The
firft ftand againft them was made by the mountaineers of As-
Tur1As, who eleGted King the Infant Don Peravo, f{wearin

the nobles over a fhield, and crying out, Rea/! Resl! This

Peravo was a Gothic prince by birth, {o that he in fome mea- -

fure reftored . again the Gothic moparchy. He recovered Gijon
and Leon ; and his fon got poffeffion of part of PorTUGAL, and
all Garricia. From this recovery of LEoN came the race
of the kings of Oviepo and LeoN. The boldnefs and fuccefs of
thefe chriftians alarming the ArABs, they attacked them in their
different firong-holds, in order to cut off their communications

one with another. But this produced a very different effe® from -

what they expected. The chriftians, to repel the danger that threat-

ned them on every fide at the fame time, chofe different heads in

different places, ‘who being feparate one from the other in their
governments, defended their fubjects independently of one ano-~
ther. ~This neceffary refolution gave rife to the different kingdoms
in'SpaIN. Such was their undoubted origin, tho’it is impofiible
to fay, at what exact period each kingdom rofe, as there are na
antient monuments remaining fufficient to prove that point.

Tue firft kingdom or monérchy that arofe, after the Moorifh -

invafion, was that, as we have faid, of Don PELAYo0 in the As-
TURIAS, an eleGtive monarchy : and in proportion as the Aftu-
rian princes diflodged the pagans of thofe lands and territories that
lay neareft to-them, they changed the ftile of their titles ; being firft
called Kings of AsTuR1as, then of Oviepo, and laftly of Lron
and GaLvricia, until they were incorporated with the Kings of
CasTILE, by the marriage of Queen Donna Sancua IsaBeLLA,
fifter of King Don Bermupo lIL its laft prince, both of them de-
fcendants of King Don Aronzo V. who married the daughter of
FERDINAND ke great, to whom fome give the title of Emperor,
and who was firft King of CasTiLE.

Or
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~ OF this long period, in which the chriftian princes gained: fuch
~ glorious fuccefles, and fingular viGories over the infidels, there

are fome fhort and obfcure accounts in the little chronicles of Don

AvronzoIIl. King of Lron, furnamed #be great, and of ALVEDA,
of SAMPIRO, and of Don PELAYO. : '

QT T T R e
~ COUNTS and KINGS of CASTILE.

T the fame time with thefe AsTurRiAN Princes, arofe man)'r
\ nobles, who figned, their deeds and inftruments, with the ti-
tles of Counts or Princes, and, among others, thofe of CasTiLE,
‘which ftate arrived at fovereignty in the time of the great Count
- FERNANGONzALEZ, by his heroic valour, glorious triumphs, and
extended power. The moft diftinguithed Prince of this houfe was
Don SancHo Garcra, whofe violent death was the caufe, why
this houfe united itfelf to the crown of ARRAGON and NAVARRE,
by the marriage of the Princefs Donna.Sancua his fifter, with the
King Don Sancuo MayoRr, whofe fecond fon Don FERNANDO
raifed CasTiLE into a kingdom. CasTiLE afterwards became
an hereditary crown in his lineage, in preference to all the other
kingdoms, altho’ inferior in origin to ARRAGON and NAVARRE.

THE feries and chronology of the feveral counts is much con-
~ tefted between the Spanith writers, ARREDONDO, AREVALO,SAN~
DOVAL, and others: a difpute not worth our entering into, fince
it is certain, that from the bravery, fuccefs, and power with which
Don Fernanpo extended his dominion, o as to be ftiled firft king
of CasTILE, his kingdom became fo famous, that all the Moor-
ith princes acknowledged him for their fovereign. His fon was
Don Aronzo VI. his grand-daughter was the Queen Donna Ur-
RACA,with whom ended the barony of NavARRE : the crown of
CasTiLE falling back again into the houfe of the Counts of Bur-
cunpy (who came from the Kings of ITaLy) by her marriage
- with the Count Don Raymunbp, her firft hufband; from which
match came their fon the great Emperor Don Aronzo VIL

b 2 THis
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Tuis prince left his eftates divided between his two fons: To
Don SancHo, the eldeft, whofe great virtues and untimely death
gained him the name of the regretted, he left the kingdoms
of CasTiLE, and part of LEon: And to Don FERDINAND, the
fecond, the reft of Lron, Garricia, and Asturias. He took
upon himfelf the title of King of Spa1n, pretending that the pri-
mogeniture of the GoTus, which was re-eftablithed in PELAYO,
had centered in himfelf. ‘ -

Don Sancno dying, he was fucceeded by Don Aronzo zbe
noble, one of the greateft princes of his time. It was he who gained
the famous battle of the plains'of Torosa over theMoors, deftroy-
ing 200,000 of them at one time . He dying without iffue-male,
the two kingdoms of CasTILE and TorLEDO went to Donna Be-
RENGUELA, his eldeft daughter. ' e s

ArLTHOUGH the royal barony of BurcuNDY ended in the Queen
Donna BERENGUELA, it returned and united with the kingdom
of LEoN, GaLLrIcIA, and AsTURTIAS by the marriage of King Don
AroNzo, her uncle, (who fucceeded in thofe kingdoms to King
Don Fernanpo, brother to King Don Aronzo the noble, her

.- grandfather) from which match came the King Sn. FERNANDO,

from whom defcended, without interruption, the Kings of Cas-
TILE and ARRAGON, until united in FERDINAND and IsABELLA,
they relapfed into the auguft houfe of AusTRria, by the marriage
of the Queen Donna Juana, their eldeft daughter, to the Arch-

Duke Don Purvip I. from which great union {prung the Emperor
CuaRLEs V. P ’

From this period downward, the Spanifh hiftory is very con-
nettedly written, and well known ; I fhall now therefore only
give a fummary view of it from the death of Cuarwies IL to the
prefent time. S - : :

t+ Begging the Spanifh hiftorian’s pardon, this number muft be exaggerated:
50,000 flain is full enough for any hero,

A
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A CONCILSE VIEW or

Tue HISTORY or SPAIN,

From the Death of CHARLES IL

To the Prefent Time.

S CuarLrEs the fecond of Spain had no ifflue, ENGLAND,
France, and HorLLAND, formed, in 1699, the famous
treaty of partition, for dividing the dominions. of the crown of
SPAIN; upon his death. Each party had, or, at leaft, pretended
to have, %gg common view, in this treaty, of preventing fuch a
vaft dcceffion ‘of power from pafling, either into the Houfe of Au-
STRIA, or. that of BouRrBoN, already formidable enough of
tHemfelves. " This ftep very fenfibly affe@ed the court of SPAIN :
CrarrEs the fecond was o much offended thereat, that, on his
death-bed, he figned a will, by which he bequeathed all his do-
minions to: PrirL1p Duke of ANjou, grandfon of Lewis XIV.
Though 'that Prince had before entered into the partition treaty,
yet, finding the fucceffion thus left to his family, he paid no re-
gard to any former engagements or renunciations, but on the 18th
of February, declared his grandfon, Prrr1p, King of Spa1n, who
arrived at Madrid on the 14th of April, 1701. This proceed-
ing immediately alarmed the maritime powers and the Empe-
ror ; the former were apprehenfive of Spanith AmEerica’s falling
into the hands of the FRENCH, and the latter, befides the inju-
ry he imagined done to his own family, dreaded the too great in-
fluence of the power of the Houfe of BourBoN. A" war en-
fued; and CrARLEs Arch-duke of AusTriA was foon after
fet up, in oppofition to Purrir V. His claim was vigorouily
fupported by the maritime powers, and at firft favoured by ma-
ny of the grandees of SPAaIN. In the third year of this war,
the King of PorTuGAL and the Duke of Savoy joined like-
' wife

3
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wife in the alliance againft Puirre; who, in the following
campaigns, was driven from his capital, by the fuccefs of the
allied forces, and almoft obliged to abandon Spain. In the end,

- however, his party prevailed, and, at the peace of UTrecHT in

1713, he was acknowledged as King of Spain by all the confe-
derates leagued againft him, except the Emperor. The allies then
contented themfelves with fuch limitations and reftriGtions, as
might keep the two monarchies of FRance and Sparn difu-
nited. A treaty of partition may, indeed, be faid to have taken
place at the laft; for Puirip, by the articles of the peace, was
only left in poffeflion of Sparn, its American colonies, and
fettlements in the EasT-INDIES ; but the Spanifh dominions in
ITary, and the_iflands of SiciLy and SArRDINIA were dif-
membered from the monarchy, which had alfo loft the ifland of

MiNorcA and the fortrefs of GIBRALTAR, both of which places

were ceded to GREAT-BriTAIN. The Duke of Savoy was put
in pofleffion of the ifland of SiciLy, with the title of King;
and the Arch-duke CuarLes, who, two years before, had been

eleted Emperor of 'GErRMANY, held MiLax, NarrLes, and -

SarDiN14, and flill kept up his claim to the whole Spanifh mo-
narchy. |

. TaoucH Puirip, by the peace concluded at UTRECHT, was
left, by the allies, poffeflor of the greateft and moft important
part of the Spanifh dominions, yet fome obftinate enemies ftill
remained to be reduced, before he could be faid to have fixed the
‘Spanifh crown fecurely upon his head. The inhabitants of Ca-
TALoNIA refufed to. acknowledge him, and, finding themfelves
abandoned by their allies, folicited the affiftance of the Grand
Signtor, in hopes of eftablithing themfelves into an independent
republic. Their blind obftinacy, however, ferved only to heighten
the miferies and calamities to which they had been greatly ex-
pofed during the whole courfe of the war. After a moft bloody
and ftubborn defence, they were entirely reduced by the King’s
troops, when they. were deprived of their antient privileges,
and their country was annexed to the crown of CASTILE, as a
conquered province. <

THE
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Tue redu@ion of CaTALONIA reftored tranquillity to Sparw,
which had been harafled for. twelve years by a moft cruel and
bloody war. Pairip, by that conqueft, finding himfelf quietly
feated upon the throne, began to turn his thoughts to the re-
union of the Italian dominions, which he had feen wrefted from
him with the utmoft regret. With a view to this re-union, his
“firft wife being dead, he married EL1zABETH FARNESE, heirefs of
Parma, PLACENTIA, and Tuscany; which alliance afterwards
proved a fource of new diffenfions and wars among” the Princes
of Europe; and, to this day, flill leaves an opening for bloody
contefts. ' ‘

THuE match was firft propofed, and afterwards negotiated, by
the famous Abbé ALBERONI, who, from being a fimple cu-
rate in the PARMEsAN, rofe, by a furprifing feries of fortunate
incidents, more than by any extraordinary talents, to be prime
minifter in SPAIN. ALBERONI was the fon of a common gar-
dener. In the beginning of the war he had, by his forwardnefs"
and addrefs, infinuated himfelf into the favour of VEnNDOME,
the French General in ITaLy, who brought, him with him to
FrANCE, and afterwards to MADRID, where, after the Duke’s
death, he continued as agent for the affairs of PARMA, and laid
hold of the opportunity of aggrandifing himfelf, by propofing a
match that fuited with the views of the Spanith court. The new
Queen, being a ftranger in SPAIN, was advifed in every thing
by ALBERONI, who, being prote¢ted and countenanced by her,
boldly intermeddled in affairs of ftate, and foon acquired a great
degree of favour with the King.. A few days after the celebra-
tion of the King’s marriage with the Princefs of Parma, his
grandfather, Lewrs XIV. died, and left his dominions to an
infant fucceffor. Though PuirL1p had, before the conclufion of
the treaty of UTrEcHT, folemnly renounced, for himfelf, and
his heirs, all right to the fucceflion of the crown of Francs,
yet he was now ftrongly urged by ALBERONI, to infift upon the
regency of that kingdom, during the minority, as firft Prince of
the blood of FrRANCE, and next in fucceffion to the prefent
monarch. This wild and imprudent counfel, if it had been fol-
lowed, would undoubtedly have.involved Spain in a new war,
I which
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which would have had no other obje@, than the meer point of
honour ; and, upon that confideration, and, perhaps, fome regard
-0 the oath, it was rejected by the King. It proved, however,
extremely prejudicial to SPAIN, and, in the end, occafioned the
ruin of ALBERONI; for the Duke of ORLEANS, who had been

declared Regent by the Parliament of PaRrrs, having received
intelligence of his defigns, conceived an implacable hatred
again{t him; did his utmoft to thwart all his projetts of govern-
ment ; and never ceafed perfecuting him till he faw him dif~ .
graced. ‘This happened a very few years afterward, the Duke’s
wifhes being feconded by ALBERONI’'S own condu&; for the
fame impetuous and intriguing fpirit, which had promoted his
grandeur, pufthed him on to his downfal.

AT this time, however, he was in the height of favour, and
continually urged the King, not to delay the renewing of the
war in ITALY, againft the Emperor CHARLES, who gave
juft foundation for a rupture, by flill retaining the title of
King of Spain'; by creating Spanith ‘grandees ; by prote@ing
- thofe who were difaffeGted to PriLip; and by punithing thofe who
remained faithful to him, with the forfeiture of their eftates in
Franpers and ITary. The Queen, who was lately delivered
of a fon, had now got a great afcendency over her hufband, and
- zealoufly fupporting ALBERoNI in all his proceedings, PuiLi1p,
out of complaifance to her, was eafily perfuaded to commit the
whole management of his affairs to him, and weakly fuffered
himfelf to be guided, in every thing, by his counfels. AvrsE-
RoNI, though not declared prime minifter, now aced as fuch,
with a moft defpotic authority, and caufed immenfe military pre-
parations to be carried on in the ports of SpaiN, with the de-
fign of attacking the dominions poflefled by the Emperor in
Itary. But, to deceive the Pope, from whom he had, for
fome time, been foliciting a Cardinal’s hat, and who, he knew,
would be greatly offended with the renewal of the war in ITA-
Ly, he, by private letters, profeffed his abhorrence of difturbing
“the repofe of that country, and alledged, that the naval arma-
ments were defigned againft the Turks, who had attacked the

: : Venetian
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Venetian territories in GREECE, and even {truck a terror into the
Italians, by making a defcent upon their coafts.

THE great naval preparations kept all EuropE in fufpenfe, and
- very much alarmed feveral ftates. 'The Emperor fufpected an at-
tack upon NaprLEs and MriLan ; the Duke of Savoy feared an
invafion of Srciry, which ifland, he knew, was not well affe&t-
ed to him ; and GeorGE I. of GREAT-BRITAIN, was apprehen-
five, that the fleet was defigned to affift the Jacobites, who had
been defeated two years before in ScoTLAND. |

ALBERONY having, at-length, obtained from the Pope, not
.only the dignity of Cardinal for himfelf, but alfo an indulgence
to raife a fubfidy, for five years, upon the clergy in Spamn and
Spanith AMERICA, immediately took off the malk, and ordered
the fleet to fail againft SArDINIA, which ifland was reduced in
lefs than two months. The Emperor being, at this time, en-
gaged in a war againft the Turks in HunGARY, had left buta
very few troops in his Italian dominions, not expecting .to beat-
tacked by Puirip in thofe parts, as'both : Princes had ftipulated
to obferve a neutrality, in regard to them. He had, indeed,
done fome things that might be deemed infra&tions of that neu- -
trality ; but the King of Spain not having made any formal
complaints of thefe, was now generally looked upon as the ag-
greflor, by the invafion of SArRDINIA. ‘

AccorpINGLY the Pope;who now never mentioned ALBERONT’S
name but with fome injurious epithet, by a public brief exprefled
his refentment againft Purvip, and he, in return, commanded the
nuntio to leave SPAIN, The King of GrREAT-BrRITAIN and the
Regent of FRANCE ordered their ambafladors at Maprip, to
complain of the violation of the neutrality. They even fent
ambafladors extraordinary to SPaIN, to prefs an accommodation
between the Emperor and Puirip. ALBERonI, however, reply-
ing, in a very haughty ftile, and continuing his military prepara-

“tions with more vigour than ever, the powers who offered their
mediation entered into a league with the Emperor, which was
called the triple alliance; and King Georce fent a flect of 26

. e , thips
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» thips of the line into the MEDITERRANEAN, under the command

of Admiral BYnG, who was ordered to maintain the neutrality of
Irtary. ' '

* Tue Spanith minifter vainly perfuaded himfelf, that no powers
but thofe who were directly attacked, would interfere in oppof-
ing his wild fchemes, which tended to difturb the fettled tran-
quillity of EuroPE ; and he leaft of all expected to fee an inti-
mate alliance betwixt the courts of GReaT-BriTAIN and FRANCE.
His fuccefs againft SARDINIA, which was but a trifling conquett,
{o far blinded him, that he thought himfelf fufficient alone to op-
pofe ‘three of the moft formidable powers of Europz united.
He f{till purfued his warlike preparations with ‘the utmoft vigour,
which were greater than any fitted out by SpaiN, fince the ‘time
of the famous Armada againft Excranp. He confulted with
nobody ; and the Spanifh officers, of the greateft prudence and ex-
perience, who ventured to give their advice, were treated by him
with contempt and arrogance. ' '

To counterbalance  the power of the triple alliance, he vain-
ly attempted to embroil all Evrore. He fent an envoy to Con-
STANTINOPLE, to excite Prince RAGoTsKk1 to renéw the war in
Huncary, where the Turks had agreed to a truce for four
years; he formed a confpiracy in FRANCE, for depofing the
Regent, which ferved only to heighten the animofity of the
Duke of OrRLEANS again{t himfelf ; he prefled the Czar of Mus-
covy, to attack the Emperor’s hereditary dominions ; and he of-
fered large fubfidies to CraRLEs XII. of SwEDEN, if he would
invade GREAT-BRITAIN. ‘ , .

Durine thefe negotiations, the. Spanifh- fleet, confifting of
26 fhips of the line, befides frigates, failed from Barcerona,
having on board 30,000 of the beft troops of SPAIN, moft of
them veterans, who had been in all the ations of the long -
war of the fucceffion. _ '

Ox the firft and fecond of July 1719, the army landed on S1civy,
and, in a few weeks, made themfelves mafters of a great part of
) ' that
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that ifland. The entire conqueft, in all probability, would very
foon have been compleated ; but the Spanifh fleet, on the gth
of Auguft, being totally defeated by Admiral Bync, who took

- and deftroyed 23 fhips of the line, -their land army could no

longer receive any confiderable fupplies, while the Piedmontefe
garifons were daily reinforced by German troops from the king-
dom of NAPLES. ' o

NoTrwiTHSTANDING the fatal blow the Spanifh marine had
received, ALBERONI ftill thought himfelf able to cope with the
many enemies his turbulent ambition had raifed againft Spain,
though he had exhaufted, not only the King’s revenues, but
thofe of many private perfons. Being difappointed in his ex-
pectations from Cuarres XII. who was killed, on the 10th of

" December, before FrREDERICsS-HALL in Norway, he fent for

the pretender from Rome, and ordered 5000 men to be embark-
ed at the GrRovNE, with a view to invade both ScoTLAND and
IrRELanp.  Only about 1000 of thofe troops, however, landed
in ScoFraND, where they, and about 2000 Jacobites, who had
joined them, were quickly defeated; and difperfed.. The reft,
after fuffering greatly by a ftorm, were obliged to return to
Spain. A few fhips, ‘about the fame time, failed from Vico to
the coaft of BriTANY, in hopes of raifing an infurreion in

that province, againft the Duke of ORLEANs ; but this attempt

kad no better fuccefs than the other.

THoUGH ALBERONI feemed to triumph in the beginning of
his enterprizes, yet he now began feverely to feel the fuperior
ftrength of the powers he had to contend with, which, indeed, -
had been difcovered long before, almoft by every body but him-
felf. The Regent of France fent a powerful army againft
SpaiIN, under the command of the Duke of BErwick, who,
in three months, made himfelf mafter of the provinces of Gui-
Puscoa and RoussiLron, ‘with all their fortified places, and, at
PorT-PASsAGE and SANTOGNA, burnt feven thips of war, and
materials for feven others, the lofs of the whole being com-
puted at near 8oo,0001. and, a few months after, the Englith

landed, with 4000 men, at Vico, where, after making them-
, @ 2 , : felves
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felves mafters of the town, they carried off fix fmall veflels. Thefe
invafions, with the bad news from Siciry, where the Spaniards

had been obliged for feveral months to a& on the defenfive, at length

opened the eyes of PuiLip, and induced him to hearken to the

reprefentations of his confeflor d’AuBENTON, and the Marquis
ScoT1,.the minifter of PArmMaA, who affured him, that the.

allies would never agree to a peace, while ALBERONI continued in
SPAIN. '

PuiLip, alarmed with the bad fituation of his affairs, had,
for fome months, exprefled great diffatisfattion with ALBERONI,

and now parted with him without regret. He ordered him to:

leave Sepain in three weeks, declared the Marquis de BEpmar
and the marquis de GRimAaLDo his firft minifters, and recalled
feveral noblemen, who, on various pretences, had been banifh-
ed, during the late adminiftration. ALBERoNI left Srain
about the middle of December, and retired to ITaLy, where
he was fo perfecuted by-the Pope, and even by Privr1p, that for
feveral years he was obliged to travel difguifed, and to conceal

~ the place of his refidence.

A rEw months after the retreat of ALBERONI, Pairre,

though very unwillingly, acceded to the triple alliance, by which |

he engaged himfelf to evacuate both SiciLy and SarpINIA.
The Spanifh troops accordingly abandoned thofe two Hlands the
enfuing fummer, the Emperor being put in pofleffion of SiciLy,
and the Duke of Savoy of SArRDINIA. Soon after, a congrefs
was appointed to be held at CaMBRrAY, to fettle all differences
among the contending parties, and treat of a final pacification.
While fome preliminary points were fettling, Parrip fent the
Marquis de LEYDE, with a confiderable fleet and army, to the
relief of CEuTaA, which had been befieged for 26 years by the

Moors. The Spanith troops, a few days after their arrival, to--

tally routed and difperfed the Moors, and made themfelves maf-
ters of their entrenched camp, and all their artillery, '

‘As the Duke of ORLEANS, fince the difgrace of ALBERONT,
had feemingly favoured the pretenfions of SpaIn, Puipip the fol-
: : : lowing
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lowing year, at his folicitation, contracted a double alliance with
the branches of the houfe of BourBon in FRANCE. = The Infanta
of Spain, tho’ then only three years of age, was fent to FRANCE
as future quecn to Lewrs XV. and'two of the daughters of the
Duke of ORLEANS arrived in SpAIN, to be married to the Prince
of AsTuriasand the Infant Don Carros. The fucceflion of this
laft to the Dutchies of PARMA and TuscaNy feemed now to be
the chief objec of the court of SpaiN. This point and many
others were to be fettled at CAMBRAY ; but as the Emperor, who
had no inclination to gratify the Spaniards, purpofely delayed the
congrefs, PHILIP this year concluded a particular treaty with the
court of GREAT BriTAIN, who having the gfffento, or contra& of
fupplying the Spanifh colonies with negroes, renewed, agreed to re-
ftore the fhips taken off SicirLy.

NorniNG memorable happened in SPAIN during the two fol-
lowing years; but in the beginning of the year after, 1724, PuiL1pP
. aftonifhed all EuroPE, by publicly abdicating his crown in favour
of his eldeft fon Don Lewis, Prince of AsTur1As, who was then
in the feventeenth year of his age. ' Puirip himfelf, tho® he had
not reached his fortieth year, had long been fick of regal grandeur. -
From a weaknefs of body and mind, the leaft application to bufi-
nefs had for fome years given him a difguft; his mind was conti-
nually filled with religious fcruples, which rendered him timorous
and indecifive in every thing ; and he falfely imagined that a fcep-
tre was incompatible with a life of integrity. '

THE Spaniards exprefled great joy upon the acceflion of LEwis
1. who was endeared to them, not only by being born among them,
‘but by his generofity, affability, and many other virtues. The pu-~
blic joy, however, was foon turned into mourning, by the unexpec-
ted death of the King, who died of the fmall-pox, univerfally re-
greted, in the eighth month of his reign.

Uron the death of Lewis, PHILIP was perfuaded to refume
the reins of government, and the year following furprifed all the
powers of EuroPE, by concluding a particular treaty with the

Emperor, upon which the different princes recalled their pleni-
potentiaries
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- potentiaries from CAMERAY, where they had trifled away three
years merely in feafting and entertainments. By the treaty of Vi-
ENNA, which was with the utmoft fecrecy negotiated by the fa-
mous Ri1PErRDA, PuILiP refigned all pretenfions to NaPLEs,
Siciny, the Low-CounTRiEs, and the MiLaNESE ; CHARLES,
on the-other hand, renounced all claim to Spain and the INpiEs,
and befides, promifed to grant the inveftiture of PARMA and T'us-
cany to Don Carros. PHILip {oon after entered into an offen-
five and defenfive alliance with the court of VIENNA; to counter-

" balance which, the courts of GReaT BriTAIN, FRANCE and -

Prussia concluded a mutual alliance at HANOVER. -

Tue {yftem of EvroPE by thefe treaties feemed again changed,
-efpecially as Puirip was at this time greatly irritated againft
FRrRANCE, on account of their fending back the Infanta, and now
connected himfelf moft clofely with the court-of Vienna. The
bad underftanding betwixt SPaIn and FRANCE was foon followed
with a rupture betwixt that court and GREAT BRITAIN.
RiPERDA, by concluding the treaty of Vienwna, rofe fo high
in Puirip’s favour, that he was"created ‘a' Duke and “Gran=
dee of SpA1IN, and was entrufted with the departments of war, of
the marine, the finances, and the Inpres. He enjoyed thofe ho-
nours-and offices, however, only a few months; for the different
regulations he propofed were fo difguftful to the lazy Spaniards,
that he was accufed of mal-adminiftration, and not only difgraced,
but perfecuted. To fave himfelf, he took refuge in the houfe of
Mr. STANHOPE, the Englith ambaffador; but the court was {o ex-
afperated againft him, that ‘they took him from thence by force,
and fent him prifoner to the caftle of SEGovia. The Encrisu
Ambaflador, in refentment for the breach of his privileges, pro-
tefted againft their violence, and left MaDRID. - ' ’

Tue Emperor, who was offended with the oppofition he had
-met with from GREAT Br1TA1N, in eftablithing -an Eaft-India
company at OsTEND, fomented the differences betwixt this court
-and 5PAIN, and was {o fuccefsful at MADR1D, that the year fol-
lowing, 17727, in the end of February, the Spaniards laid fiege to G1-

4 = _BRALTAR.
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BRALTAR. They foon found the enterprize, however, above their
ftrength, and, after four months of open trenches, were obtiged
to retire with difgrace. The bithop of FrEJuUs, afterwards fo well
known by the name of Cardinal FLEURI, was at this time labour-
ing to eftablifh.a general pacification among the powers of Eu--
RoOPE, and had prevailed on the Emperor and King of GreaT
BriTAIN, and the States-General to agree with FRANCE in fign- -
ing the preliminaries for a peace. TheSpaniards, who wanted a fair
pretence to withdraw from GIBRALT AR, foon after acceded to
thefe preliminaries. A general congrefs being then appointed to -
be held at Soissons, Puirip fent three plenipotentiaries thither,
and foon after fent an ambaffador for the firft time to Russia,
who concluded a. treaty of commerce between the two nations.
As the negotiations at SorssoNs met with many interruptions, on
account of the various claims of the different princes who had fent .
their plenipotentiaries thither, Prir1p, the following year, 1729, .
concluded a particular treaty at SEviLLE, with GREAT Br1TAIN
and FRANCE, to which the States General afterwards acceded. By
this treaty Puir1p promifed nolonger to countenance the Os TEND- -
company; and the other powers, in return, engaged to guarantee the
fucceffion of Don CARLos to the dutchies of Tuscany, PARMA; .
and PLACENT14, and to affift in introducing 6ooo Spaniards in- -
to thefe territories. 'The Emperor, who could not bear the thoughts
of feeing Spanifth: troops in ITaLy, was greatly offended with -
this treaty, -and endeavoured, by artifice, to render it ineffeCtual.
Accordingly, two years after, when the fucceffion to PArRmA and .
PraceNnTIA opened to Don CARrLos by the death of the laft Duke -
of the Farnefe family, the Emperor’s troops took poffeflion of fe- -
veral fortified places in thofe dukedoms, under pretence that the
widow of the late Duke had been left with child by him. CHaRrLEs
however, feeing no way of fecuring thofe dutchies by negotiation,
and being fenfible that the cheat would foon be dete¢ted, agreed at
length to fuffer 6ooo Spaniards to accompany Don Carvros into
ITaLy, and alfo engaged to fupprefs the OsTEND-company,
which had given fo much offence : GreaT BriTAIN, on the
other hand, promifing to guarantee his"dominions inITarLv: Soon
after, an Englith fleet joined that of Spa1n, and conducted the
, B : Infant
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Infant Don CARLOS to LEGHORN, who quietly at length took pof-
feflion of PArRmA, which had been deftined to him as his inhe~
ritance ever fince his birth, ‘

Tue fettlement of Don CarLos being accomplifhed, the court
of SpaIN turned their views to the recovery of ORAN. An army
of 25,000 men was accordingly fent to AFrRicA under the com-
mand of the Count de MoNTEMAR, who totally defeated the
‘Moorith army, and in lefs than a month made himfelf mafter of
the place, tho’ it was defended by a garrifon of 10,000 men.

THE recovery of their African poffeffions was far from fatisfying
the ambition of the Spanifh court; who now eagerly embraced an
opportunity of breaking with the Emperor, and thereby extending
their dominionsinITaLy. The throne of PoLaND becoming va-
cant, by the death of the Ele¢tor of Saxony, the greateft part of the
PoLEs eleCted STANISLAUS, Who had formerly been their King ;
but a few. of the moft powerful chofe the new Eleor of Saxony,
and the fon of their Jate King. ‘ST ANI1sLAUSs was fupported by

“his fon-in-law, Lew1s XV. of FrancEe, who, on this occafion,
entered into an offenfive and defenfive alliance with the Kings of
Spain and SArRDINIA. The Emperor CHARLEs, and the Czarina

‘zealoufly efpoufed the caufe of the other competitor.

TuEe war which enfued was very favourable to the Spaniards,
who, in one campaign, made an entire conqueft of the kingdom
of NarLes. The year following, 1735, Don CaRrros completed
the conqueft of SiciLy, and was crowned as King of the Two
Srcivies in PALERMoO, the capital city of the ifland. The Em-
peror, in the mean time, being driven out of almoft all his pof-
feflions in LomBARDY and Tuscany, and being alfo unable to
oppofe the French armies on the Ruine, folicited the mediation of
the maritime powers, who by threatning to take part in the war,
prevailed on the contending parties to agree to a fufpenfionof arms
in the beginning of winter. As the Ele&tor of Saxony was by this
time fecurely fixed upon the throne of PoL aND, and the interceflion
of the maritime powers cut off all hopes from the French and
Spaniards of enlarging their conquefts in ITALY and GErMANY,
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they were obliged to continue the armiftice, and to negotiste a
peace.

THE preliminary articles of the treaty which were fettled by
the courts of Viexna and Paris, being publifhed in the begin-
ning of the year 1736, were far from being fatisfaltory to the
court of SPAIN, becaufe, tho’ they were allowed to keep Narrrs
and S1cILy, it was propofed they thould reftore PArRMA and Pra-
CENTIA to the Emperor, and renounce all claim to Tuscany.
The maritime powers, however, acquiefcing in the difpofition
that had been made, Spa1n was obliged to fubmit, and the year
following upon the death of Joun GastonN DE MEebpicis, the
laft male defcendant of that illuftrious family, the Spanifh troops
evacuated Tuscany, which by the treaty then negotiating, was
given to the Duke of LorraIN and Bar, who in the beginning
of the preceding year had married the Arch-Dutchefs Mar1a-
THERESA, the heirefs of the family of AusTRrIA,

THE peace;, which had been negotiating ‘near three years, was
at length concluded at Vie~nyAl in"the month of November 1738-
By this treaty, PARMA and PLACENTIA were ceded in full pro-
priety to the Emperor; and his fon-in-law was declared Duke of
TuscANY ; the Duke, in return, ceding his dutchies of Bar and
LorRrAIN, to the exiled King STANISLAUS, upon whofe death
they were to be gnnexed to the crown of France. The fiefs
of the ForToNEeSE and Vicevancsa were detached from the
Miranese in favour of the King of SARDINIA, and Don CarrLos
was left in- poffeflion of the kingdomsof NapLes and Siciny,
with fome places on the coaft of Tuscany.

THE treaty of VIENNA was hardly ratified, when Spain was
threatened with a new war with GReEaT BriTAIN, on account
- of the difputes, which, for fome time, had fubfifted between the
two courts, about the freedom of commerce in America. The
Britifh court had, for fome years, made loud complaints of the pi-
racies and hoftilities committed in the American feas, by the Spa- -
nith guarda-coftas, who, on trifling and falfe pretences, fcizdcld
d ¢
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the Englifh thips in their paffage to their own colonies, and not
only made prize of them, but treated their crews with the greateft
inhumanity. The court of SpaiN, on the other hand, alleged,
that the Britith merchants; in violation of folemn treaties, had, for
many years, carried on a clandeftine trade with the Spanifh colo-
nies in AMERICA, by which the commerce of Spain had been
greatly prejudiced; that SpaiN was, therefore, greatly interefted
in putting a ftop to fuch an illicit traffic, and that thofe who were
feized in carrying it on could not juitly complain of any injury.

~ BoTw nations infifted loudly on the injuries they had received ;
but €ach evaded giving any fatisfaction as to thofe injuries which
their refpective fubjects had committed, The.Spaniards, indeed,
amufed the Englith with hopes of redrefs; they fent orders to
their commanders in AMERICA to ceafe hoftilities ; yet they con- .
nived at the breach of thofe orders; and returned evafive anfwers
to all reprefentations that were made to them on that head. Their'
prefumption was not fo much owing to a confidence in their own
ftrength, as to their opinion of the paffivenefs of the Britith mi-=
niftry, and their knowledge ‘of the violent contentions between-
the different parties in this ifland. S

I was certainly the intereft of both parties to avoid coming
to extremities ; but the Spaniards not acting with fincerity, even in
their negotiations for a peaceable accommodation of all differen-
ces,- and aiming by the famous convention concluded in the be-
ginning of the following year, to quiet the complaints, without
having. the caufes of them fully difcuffed, the court of Loxpon
‘was at length provoked to iffue letters of reprizals againft- the-
Spaniards, their veflels and effeCts. This.ftep was foon followed
by declarations of war at Lonpon and Maprip, and - both
nations begar hoftilities with great animofity. The Spaniards at :
firft made confiderable advantages by the capture of great num-
bers of Englifh fhips; but they were foon alarmed with the news
of the lofs of PorTo Berro, which was taken in the beginning
of December 1739, by Admiral Vernon. About the fame time,
they fuffered veg/ confiderably by the ravages of the Barbary. corfairs -

_ ’ on
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on their coafts, and were threatened with the lofs of their richeft
‘provinces in AMER1CA, by a confpiracy formed by one Corpova,
“who pretended to be defcended from the antient Incas of Peru.
The confpiracy however was happily difcovered before it took
effe&t, and the author of it put to death.

THE following year the Spaniards fent a fleet of 18 fhips of
the line to the WEsT-INDIES, with a defign, as it was fuppofed,
of attacking Jamaica. ‘The French likewife, though they
ftill profeffed a neutrality, fent two {quadrons to the American
feas, to act defenfively in favour of the Spaniards, being bound
by treaty to guarantee their territories. The Englifh, in the
mean time, blind to their own internal ftrength, fuffered them-
felves moft abfurdly to be alarmed with the rumour of an inva-
fion from Spain, and negleCted fending fuccours to Admiral
VernoN, who had bombarded CarTHAGENA, and taken
CHAGRE, a town on the river of that name, the head of which
is but a few miles diftant- from Paxanma, on the South Sca.

- AsouT the fame time, General OcLeETHORPE, Governor of
'GEORGI1A, attacked Fort ST. AuGUSTINE, the capital of Spanifh
FLoripA ; but, after lying fome weeks before the place, he was
obliged to withdraw, with lofs. Inthe end of OcToBER 1740, the
Englifh, atlength, fent out a moft powerful fleet, as a rein- -
forcement to Admiral VErNoON, who, the following year,. in the
month of March, invefted CARTHAGENA by fea and land, with
a fleet of 29 fthips of the line, and an army of about 12,000
men. The Spaniards, however, by the dilatorinefs of the
Englith miniftry, having had leifure to reinforce the garrifon,
and the feafon of the year being very unfavourable to troops in
the field, the Englith, after a fiege of fome weeks, -were obliged
to retire, with the lofs of feveral thoufand men. The neglect
of - timeoufly fupporting Admiral VErNoN was very fortunate for
Spa1N, for, if he had commanded but half that force the pre- .-
ceding year, when he made the -firft attack upon CarRTHA-
GENA, he would, in all probability, have reduced that city as
well as CuacGRE; and, as the paflage from this laft pIac; to
2w T ’ - d 2 : . ’ A=
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Panama is but very fhort, the land troops might alfo have re~ -
duced that town, which would have enabled them to co-ope-
rate with Commodore AnsoN, who had failed round Care-
Horn, and this year began to a& offenfively againft the Spaniflx
fettlements on the South Sea. , _

Tue bad fuccefs of the Englifh arms in the WesT-InDIES
occafioned great joy in SPAIN ; and Puirip, as a reward for the
bravery of the Marquis de EsLasa, Governor of CARTHA-
GENA, promoted him to the rank of Captain-general, and cre-
ated him Viceroy of Peru. Prrrip, fome months before, had
publifhed 2 memorial, claiming the fucceffion of the hereditary
dominions of his rival CuArLEs VI. who had died at Vienna
in the month of October, and was fueceeded by his eldeft daugh-
ter, MArR1IA THEREsA, who took the title of Queen of Hun-
Gary. All that the Catholic King aimed at by this claim, was
.the fecuring of LomBaRDY for his third fon, Don Puirip,
which, he thought, ‘would, at this time, be an eafy prize, as
the Queen of HuNGaRY was unexpectedly attacked by the King -
of Pruss14, and alfo by the Elector of BavaR1A, who was affifted
by the Kings of FrRaNce and Poranp. ' However while the
fate of CARTHAGENA depended, the Spaniards. made not the
leaft efforts againft their new enemy; - but, upon receiving the
news of the repulfe of the Englifh, they affembled a body of
forces at BARceELoNA, which failed for NaprLEs in-the month
of November, under the command of the Duke de MonTE-
MAR. Thofe troops werereinforced the following year 1742 from
Spa1n, and, being joined by the Neapolitans, formed an army
of about 60,000 men, MoNTEMAR then advanced through the
ecclefiaftical flate as far as the Bolognefe : but the King of Sar-
piniA declaring for the Queen of HunGcaRry, and joining the.
Auftrian army, the Spaniards were obliged to retreat, in the end
of fummer, to the kingdom of NaprLEs, where, {oon after their
arrival, they loft their Neapolitan allies, Don Carros being
forced to agree to a neutrality, by an Englith fquadron, which
threatened to bombard his capital. This was a great difap-
pointment to the Spaniards, for they depended upon being fu-
perior.in ITALY before the end of the campaign, as Don Pri-

: L1P,
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rip, after marching through France at the head of 30,000
men, had now entered Savoy, and taken pofleflion of Cnam-
BERRY. PHiLiP expefted to conquer this dutchy, while the
King of SarpiN1A was oppofing MoNTEMAR; but, to his
great furprize, the Piedmontefe, who had left purfuing Mon-
TEMAR, quickly attacked him, and obliged him to retreat to
FrRaNCE. i : ~

THuE Spaniards, notwithftanding the bad fuccefs of their arms,
were ftill bent upon purfuing their ambitious views in ITaLy,
where they fupported their armies at a great expence for feveral
campaigns, the detail of which is of ne great importance. The
Count de GAGEs, and their other generals, inftead of having any
profpe&t of making conquefts in that country, found themfelves
every year obliged to ftruggle with new obftacles; and any flat-
tering fucecefles they met with were more than counterbalanced by
the-advantages gained by their enemies. Their perfeverance in
the unfuceefsful war in ITaLy was chiefly owing to the Queen,
who having gained a great afcendancy over her hutband, prevailed
upon him te facrifice every thing to procure a fettlement for her
fon Puirip; and her views wel’c‘fecondéd by ‘the prime minifter,
the Marquis ENsENADA, who having been firft raifed from an ob-
feure ftation, by the favour of the Count de Gages, was very ac-
tive and zealous in furnithing him with fupplies, which, however,
were feldom adequate to the neceflities of the army.

ForTunaTELY for SpaIN, the attention of the Englith was
alfo drawn off to an unnational obje&, which exhaufted their reve~
nues, and prevented them from profecuting the war in AMERICA
with any vigour. King GtorGE, who had efpoufed the caufe
of the Queen of HuNGARY, not only affifted her by large fubfi~
dies, but moft imprudently tranfported his troops to FL ANDERS,
and maintained a large army on the continent, at an immenfe ex-
pence, while naval armaments were almoft wholly neglected. Be-
caufe one enterprize in AMERICA had proved unfuccefsful, the
Englith feemed to conclude, that it would be in vain to hope for
fuccefs in any other. Admiral VeRrnon, after his return from Car-
THAGENA, made a defcent upon Cusa near ST. Jaco; but ths

troops
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troops, inftead of attacking that place, were fuffered to remain fe-
veral months inactive in their camp, where the greateft part of
them were cut off by ficknefs, -

In the beginning of this year, a fmall reinforcement arriv-
ing at Jamaica, Admiral VERNoN again failed for PorTo

BrLLo, General WENTwoORTH, who commanded the land troops, .

propofing to crofs the ifthmus, and attack PAnama: but when
they arrived at the Spanifh coaft, it was agreed, that the enter-
prize was impracticable. They accordingly failed back to Ja-
MAIca, and in the end of the year.returned to ENcLanp. The
Spaniards at St. AuGUSTINE in the mean time had made an attempt
upon GEORGIA, with two frigates and 30 other veflels, on board
of which were 3000 land-forces: but General OGLETHORPE
quickly obliged them to retire,

Tue following year, 1743, the Spaniards were {o intent upon
fupporting their arms in ITaLy, that they wholly omitted pro-
fecuting the war againft ENGLAND, unlels by their privateers,
who made a great many prizes both in EvrRoPE and AMERICA.
The affairs of the empire in the mean time chiefly engrofied the

. attention of the Englith, who marched into GERMANY under the
command of the Earl of STair; and after King Georce had
joined them, defeated the French at DETTINGEN on the 27th of
June. One of their {quadrons, under the command of Commo-
dore KnowLEs, made an attack upon LA Gurra and PorTo Ca-
vaLro, two fortrefles on the north coaft of SouTH-AMERICA ;
but were repulfed by the Spaniards with confiderable lofs.’

Tue Spaniards were chiefly annoyed by the Englith fquadron
in the Mediterranean under Admiral MaTTHEWS, Who greatl
difturbed their trade, and rendered it extremely difficult for them
to fend f{upplies to their armies in ITALy. The following year,

on the 11th of February, that admiral attacked the Spanifh and

French fleets united off TouLon ; this engagement was prevented
from becoming general, by the French declining to.come into the
line, on one hand, and the backwardnefs of admiral LEsTock on
the other; but the Spanifh fhips that engaged were defeated by

the
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