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‘ceedings equally inimical to taste and science, and still more
,rrecgnt,?‘ ' What must we think of a tribunal which proscribed
the celebrated History of the Abbé Rayﬁal;-., branding ‘those
with the appéllation of traitors, both to .God and man, who:
circulated, or even dared to read, this truly ingenious perform-
~ance? - Permission indced for a partial publication of the
work was finally o_btained,, but what was then published wais
an abridgment rather than a translation, and, the duke de Al-
modovar, by whom it was given, ‘fo'rced.ftb: deliver it shorn of
all its brightest beams, of 'its 'philosophical and profoundest
reﬂectio'ns., because they were found to clash too ml‘lbch‘ ﬁth

the sordid pursuits of. despotism:and supefstition.”

- To thgsam'e cause we must. impute the failure ‘of. the pro-
‘j‘e,c_ted trahsla@ion ~of the French Encyclop'aedia. . This work,

ander the article Spaih, necessarily. containéd stﬁqtures which
| -were thought to reflect too freely upon the Spanish géVem—
ment and its bloody coadj.u.to‘r; The wrath of the Holy: Office
was immediately rekindled ; the perusal of the work prohibited
even to such subscribers as had already obtaﬁned‘their copies,
- “and, “ to make assurance double sure,” all the impressions in -

; wtht;; han’d-s -of the ~.',agent. were seized, an-d.‘spppres'sed,f:ftol the
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| ore'-at disappointmient ofa long Tist of subscnbers, with the grtmd

/ Ingmsztor at their. head

KR

. But did 6ur countryman, Dr. Robertson, receive better mea~

sure at their hands? . It is well known that when his lﬁstory of

Ametica was published, the members of the Spanish academy

were so-delighted with his moderation in treating of the cruel-

ties of their countrymen in the New Woﬂ_d, that they wished -

to give him the most honourable proofs of approbation and:
esteem. - They not only appointed one of. their own members

to-translate the work into Spamsh that it mloht be put inte

general cuculatxon, but admitted the author a member of the ,

academy, and commissioned no less a person than count

Campomanes to notify this honour to him, and accompany it

with their acknowledgments. ¢ In the two first volumes of ydur. ;

. *Woik,”f says this gentieman in his Ie’ttef to the author,} b yotf
“ grve an order and connectnon so matural between ancient
“ and. modern history, that I know few men capable of domg
“_it with so much success. I.have read the first ‘book with
“ adegree of pleasure and -admiration it is nnpossxble forme
“ toexpress.” ~So wrote the learned scribe of the Academy

Government; or ‘the: 'Iiiiluis"itors; however, thought differently.:
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The letter alluded to was written in the latter end of 1777’,
and within fifteen months after —the ‘very work which had
excited so muck admiration ambng the Spanish literati ; which
was thus calculatéd to connect ancient and modern history, was
formally proscribed. 'But, what is still more unaccountable,
~ while the custom-house officers were ordered to prev§5nt its
admission into the kin‘gdom in any language ‘whatever, the
Academy of History was required to appoint two of its mem-
bers to “criticise and confute it. In this very order we may
trace the source from whence it issued, since it is perfectly in
character for those who are habituated to condemn upon ex
parte evidence, to commit themselves to ex parte criticism for

 their justification.’

Such are a few traits of the celebrated Inquisition‘! © Of atri-
burial,‘ to the mercy of which the most beautiful k‘ingdom in the
‘world was delivered up, after the expulsion of the Moors.  Un-
fortunately for the Spaniards, the policy of Ferdinand and his im-
mediate successors' wenthand in hand with the mistaken policy

| “of the monastic orders. Both alike concurred in mafuring'
and letting loose upon the world a monster farmoré deformed;

~ far more frightful than ¢ Gorgons, Hydras, and Chimeras dire.”
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Both were alike bent on effecting ifnpossibilities,'and in their '
vain attemﬁt ‘to bring mankind to one. opinioﬁ, and to intro-.
duce jointly religious and civil slavery, have entailed maladies
upon their unhappy country, in ransacking even :palliatives for .

which all the arts of their more en]ightened successors h'ave

been exerted in vain.

Such has been the lot of a klngdom, ‘which nature seems to
have intended as her master-piece; on ‘which she exhausted_} 2
all her choicest treasures ‘-——treasures which the hand of bigotry
has rendered useless! . Under the scourge of persecution the

sciences and the arts have been frightened, and fled from Spam _

in fearful haste; commerce has dwindled, industry become
- extinct, genius cram‘ped and distorted, and all the noblest
energies of a people naturally haughty, brave and enterprizing,

are'complete]y chained down and paralyzed.
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BOOK THE FIRST.
e

FROM THE CONQUESTS OF THE ARABS,
TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OMMIADEAN
CALIPHS AT CORDOVA: :

COMPRIZING FROM THE END OF THE
SIXTH TO THE MIDDLE OF THE
EIGHTH CENTURY. '
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