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. "This debt, A.D. 1685, was 187, £00,000
reals, the intereft of which at five per cent.

would have been 9,375,000 reals, but the
excife duties of Madrid being farmed at

8,841,176 reals, there was confequently a

deficit.

ACD 1775 The debt, fome u

, port1on of  which" bore -
- tereft at three, whillt the
-remainder by compact ftood

- at twoand a half per cent.-

was found to be ‘mcreafed

e e FELLC 5
Arrears of intereft to cre-
ditors, < WTIRLH

Due from the Junta de Abaf—

tos to the Gremios, = -
D> — .to the Junta de
-Sifas, - & -

~ Deduét paid off with confide-

rable voluntary lofs to cre-
~ditors, = - - -

Total of .the debt, =
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Real.f wellon.
206,782;159

74»872,546
6,002,624

4,987,220

292,644,549

5:643,546
287,001,003
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From. this f’catement it is vifible that ﬁnceA
the year 1685, including arrears of mteref’c;
 this part of the public incumbrance, inftead -

of being leflened, is increafed nearly a hun-
dred mllhons of reals, or ene. million fters
ling.

four livres to the pound, is £.41,666,666.

But the -intereft of this being ‘then more

- than ‘the ‘whole revenue, the flate, in the
' year 1688, became bankrupt. ‘

At the death of Charles II. and the ac-
ceflion” of ‘2 new family, public-credit was

reftored ; and, in lefs than half a century,
Philip V. availing himfelf of this reviving
confidence, contracted freth engagements,
to the amount of near feven millions fter<
. ling.  His fucceffor, Ferdinand VI. con-

fu’lted the moft learned cafuifts in hlS em-.
pire upon this queftion, whether a fove- ..
reign is bound to pay the debts of the pre~

ceding monarch? This ﬁmple queftion

Was folemnly determined in the negative. -
02 It

The fecond chafs of pubhc debts arg « o
thofe contracted by the emperor Charles N
in his rath wars. Thefe amounted, accord~
~ing to the abbé Raynal, to one thoufand
million of livres tournois; which, at twenty~
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intereft, which had originally been five, ten,
or even fifteen per cent. to three, which
was the legal ftandard ; but it was not till
1749, that a:board was eftablithed and
commiffioners appointed to examine the
Jjures, and to fettle accounts with the pro-
prietors. Campomanes Ed. Pop. Apend. i.
211—250. Ap. iy. 36—380.

At different periods confiderable debts
have been difcharged, paying thofe pro-
prietors who made the moft advantageous
offers to the ftate, and were willing to part
withutheir intereft in the revenue on the

“loweft terms: but at the fame time the
fum total of the debt, if we take into con-
fideration the arrears of intereft, has been
conﬁantly increafing. :

To give a more diftiné idea of thlS in-
cumbrance, I fhall, on the authority of
Count Campomanes, ftate the debt for
which the millones or excife duties of Ma-
drid have been given as fecurity, and from

this inftance we may form fome judgment
of the reft; obferving here, as I have done
frequently already, that by dropping the
two laft figures you convert the reals into
pounds. ;

Var. Il O “This




ing nme nulhon of dollars, in fifteen thou-
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}It bemg therefore fettled, that tlre ‘king -
thould not difcharge thefe engagements,
‘Ferdinand accumulated treafure, and left

~ his coffers well replenithed. ' Charles III.

found, according to the abbé Raynal, one -
hundred and -fixty million of livres in his

" treafure-on his acceflion, and formed the -
- pious refolution of paying all his father’s
~ debts; but when he had expendcd half thls_

fum, he confumed the remaining part in
fruitlefs wars. Like his predeceflors, to gain
the good opinion of his {ubjecs, he remitted -

~all the arrears due for taxes, from:t»l‘lcfcvc-'

ral\ provinces and . cities of his empire,
which to many of them was no fmall

' favour, becaufe, excepting Ga11c1a, moft of

them are very tardy in their payments.

Thus. matters ftood, till the Spaniards =
" . entered into the laft war for the emancipa=-
 tion of America; whcn, feeling diftrefs for

want of money, the minifter thought of

~trying how far he could avail himfelf of

paper credit ; an expedient little fuited to
the genius of a defpotic government, and

leaft of all to one, which had never thewn' -

/regard to public faith. He began with iffu-

fand
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fand notes of fix hundred dollars each, bear-

ing intereft at four per cent. ~ Of this tranf-
action I fhall have occafion to fpeak fur--
. ther, when I come to treat of the new

bank, which has fo far reftored the credit
of this paper, that, from being at twenty-

- four per cent. dlfcount, it now bears a pre- A

mium. : ki
Government avows the emiffion of twen—

ty-eight million feven hundred and ninety-

" nine thoufand nine hundred dollars, at three
- feveral periods during the war; but pro-
" fefles to have withdrawn one million two

hundred thoufand; fo that, eftimating the

dollar at three fhillings, the whole of  this
debt is £.4,139,985, and the annual inte-.

reft of this £.165,599, & trifling incum~ "

brance, when - compared to the debts of
France and England. The juros are not
here to be carried to the account, becaufe
they are deducted out of the grofs- produce

of the revenue, and the amount. I have

ftated is only what it clears. |
All good Spaniards have exclaimed againft

o the_opération of their taxes; and, in confe-

quence of thefe expoftulations, as far as re-
lates to foreign trade, government has fo
03 regulated
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regulated the cuftoms upon imports and -
exports, upon ‘goods manufactured, and

‘upon raw materials, as to encourage home

pro,du&ion,s; but then the alcavalas and
millones operate fo powerfully againft thefe .
provﬂ' ons; that the manufaGurer cannot -

lift up his head, nor ftand the competition

with nations; Who are bleffed Wlth a wxfer

, fyﬁcm of finance.

- The alcayala, with its four CIentos, bein ga
x of fourteen per cent. on every thing that

' is {old or bartered, even for oxen and mules

ufed in hufbandry, for the raw materials
uled in’ manufa&ures; and for -the commo-
dity itfelf when fold, and:this" not once for
all, but'as often as'the property 1s transfer-
red, were this tax colleed with rigour,

it-would, create “either a general Pcagnatlon

or reﬁﬁance, and, perhaps, fome eﬁ"eéi:ual
remedy againtt it, :

The -operation of the. mxllones is not
more favourable to manufaGures. This tax
may be confidered as an additional alcavala, |

- . under another name, confined wholly to

prov1ﬁons, and-is colletted with fuch ri-
gour, that even private families are obliged

- to pay e1ght reals, or 1& 744, for every
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{heep ar pig killed upon their own eftate,
“and deftined for thelr own confumption.

When the marquis de Ia Enfenada, prime . -

minifter to Ferdinand VI. turned his atten=-
‘tion to this bufinefs, he faw clearly that
Spain could never rife up into confidera-
tion under - the preﬁ'uxe of fuch taxes, and

therefore he - conceived the idea of fubfti~ X

tuting in their plice one contribution, to

be fettled according to every man’s ability, -

- the whole amount being equivalent to the’
fum- antecedently colleted. For this pur-
e pof" he eftablithed a commiffion of thirty
“thoufand perfons, to make the proper invef-
tigations, and to carry his purpofe into exe-
‘cution.” Before he could accomplifh this ar-
duous undertakmo his mafter died; Charles
. IIIL fucceeded to ‘the throne; and he ‘was
permuted to retire. His fucceflor, 2 man
of fingular abilities, never loft fight of fo

excellent a plan.  This was the marquis of -

Bquilace, who, having ferved with the king
in. Italy, as commiffary general, attended
him to Spain, became his minifter, and, by
his intrigues, foon contrived that every
power in the ftate fhould centré in himflf.
This extraordinary. man has been accufed
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of 1apac1ty, but, however that may be,
certain it is, that Spain, had he continued
in office, would have had abundant reafon
to admire the wifdom of his goveynment.
~To him the people of Madrid are indebted,
not only for the cleanlinefs of its ftreets,.
but for their fafety from affaflins, becaufe -
* he made them lay afide their czpa and their
- flouched hats, by which both their ‘perfons
and their purpofes had been effectually con-
cealed.  'This innovation, however excel-
lent, this violence offered to déep rooted
» prejudices, excited mdignanon and, being
i ~.accompanied by an accidental fearcity of
"~ 4 corn, raifed a ftorm, which nothing but his
1 g y & difgrace was able to allay. ~'The fovereign -
Rl 1 himfelf felt the thock upon his throne, and:
i - fled with his favourite, but was foon pre-:
| vailed upon to return, and to thew himfelf
b . to his enraged people from the balcony,-
‘where the venerable count of Revillagige-"
1_[ do, viceroy of Mexico, on whofe word they -
| could depend, affured them " that the objeé -
| of their refentment was difmiffed, and’
. would never more. return. ‘The ftorm fub-

It - fided; 'Squila'ce retired to Italy; and thus, -
in one. moment of popular frenzy, all his--

| Ly 3 , o ewell
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well 'digef’c"ed}plans for the reformation of |

" the finance, the encouragement of manu-

factures, and the renovation of - ‘the'empire,, \

-were rendered ineffetual, and vamfhed with’
him{felf. Gt 5y
The commiffioners who were ‘appointed

to ’take the value of all the land, in_duﬁry,‘ .
and commerce: of the twenty-two pro--

vinces comprehended in- the kingdom of
Cattille, after having made a deduion of

one-third for accidents, eftimated the re- - '
mainder at two thoufand one hundred and

" fifty-two millions one hundred and fifty-
- feven thoufand three hundred and ﬁxty-
four reals vellon, or a little more than one
‘and- twenty millions and an half fterling.
" Then having calculated the average of the
- provincial rents at one hundred and th1rty-
_ nine millions reals vellon, or £. 1,390,000,
to raife an equxvalent for- this fum, it was

-~ found neceffary to impofe 635 per cent. on -
lands, houfes,  induftry, and commerce, in-

'cl'u'ding phyficians, comedians, muficians,

fervants, labourers, and artifts, not except-

ing the clergy, who are ftated - as poﬁ'eﬁmg
two-fifths of all the cultivated land. For

this purpofe an edict was pubhfhed in the
year-

| .

S bt o s e X gl i

R TS T e T T TR e A T T T T S

i
£
¥




'[“ 2‘0’2 ] :

year 1770, but unfortunately, Tlike foxnc\

" others, " it, remamed without effe&. Onc
"prov1ﬁon in thi§ edi@ fhewed the w1fdom
~of the head that formed it; for it was or-
* dained that fertile land, although unculti-
" vated, thould pay the tax. K

We have feen, that the paper money

| '1ﬁ'u6d by government was depreciated to -

twcnty-fou_r per cent. when M. Cabarrus,
by the inftitution of a national bank, re-

" ftored the public credit, and. faved the

country. This gentleman is diftinguifhed

for fingular abilities, for a clear head, and
. for.a ready elocution. I have related, on .
‘what occafion T'had firft the happinefs of
~meeting him. He did me then the honour
to take notice of me, and ever after ad-

mitted me when he had lexfure to entertain
his friends.

The bank of S. Carlos is too 11ngular in -
its hiftory to be paffed by in filence. It
met with rough uvfage in its beginning,
but the indefatigable apphcatwn of the

pro_)e&or, fupported by the good fenfe of n

count Florida Blanca, overcame all difficul-
ties, and eftablithed it on 2 firm founda-
tion, if we may call that firm, which the
breath }
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“breath of ‘a weak monarch, or one firoke
~of the pen of a wicked minifter, can over-
throw. At the firft inftitution of the bank,
it confifted of one hundred and fifty thou-’
fand thares, at two thoufand reals .each,
conftituting a capital of three millions fter-.
ling, with liberty to add annually three
- thoufand fhares, for thirty’ years, in order

that there might not be one citizen of the

‘Spanith empire excluded from thlS bene-
ficial enterprize. ; %
To create a confidence in. the pubhc,

" the direGtors were not to enter into any

fpeculation, except were the king fhould

give ‘them a commiffion, for foreign ‘and’

- diftant commerce, or to favour the agricul-
ture and manufactures of the kingdom ; -and
- to remove all occafion of jealoufy, the bank
was to have 7o exclufive _przw/ege, nor any.
monopoly ;' they were to receive at par,
and thereby to procure circulation for the
government paper, even at a time when it
was from . twenty to twenty-—four p»r cent.
. difcount. A i,
- By:way of recompence, or, as. it.was
called, equivalency, they were to make all
: pontraéts for -the feedmg and clothmg of

the
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the army, and for the fupply of the navy,

g receiving ten per cent. commiffion for ‘their

trouble, and four per cent. per annum for all

" the money they fhould advance. This grant

was for twenty years. Befide this, they
were to have the extrattion, or the exclu-

f ve privilege of exporting fpecie, colle-

ing from the merchant four per cent. for

~ .the ufe of government, and- three' for the

bank. 'They were to have one per cent.
on all remittances from the court of Ma-
drid to its minifters in foreign parts, and -

“ four. per cent. for difcounting bills. No

entail was to be valid agamﬁ the demands .
of the bank.- ]

" Notwithftanding ‘fuch “encouragements, ’
the Spaniards had no confidence in this new
eftablithment, but either locked up -their
money in ftrong chefts, or folicited the

-grermos to take it in at a low intereft,

Whllf’c in France. and Switzerland, monied
men came into the fcheme with fuch avi-

- dity, that acions bore a premium of three

hundred per cent. till fuddenly a pamc feiz-
ed them, and the whole fabric was in dan-
ger of inftant ruin and deftruion... -
To regam their conﬁdcnce, the bank '
bought
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-bought in many acfhons, and lent money
at four per cent. to the ftockholders on the
- fecurity of their a&ions, engaging at the
fame time to pay them their dividend of

*feven per cent. or more, if it fhould be due.

This ftrange manceuvre had the defired ef-
fect 5 for the proprietors in Paris, borrow-
ing money of the bank to'the amount. of

twenty millions of. reals, for which they -

~ were charged only four, whilft, without

any rifk, they received nine per cent. their-
- former eagernefs ‘returned, and the demand

for actions was every where renewed."

* It cannot be imagined that the bank Iong :
perfevered in this firange practice.’ Such
~condu& muft foon have ftript them of their -

capital 5 |'becaufe every proprietor would

have borrowed money to the full value of
~ his ations, and the bank would have been -
annihilated.  Therefore; at the fourth ge- -

- neral meeting it was refolved, that no more

than five hundred reals thould be advanced

on one action of two thoufand. :

. The profperous condition of this new
ef’cabh{hment will appear from a ﬁatcment
'»of its annual gams.

A.D.-

R R N N T e N T S B SR

L R S e Y T T T b i N T




eommsoaere

reslem

sl

Loae T

‘ A D : 3 Reals vellon, M2

1783 The bank gamed = 3,301,255 '8

VE784NT e e U 9,622 g7
378 e - = 48,346,675 18
1786 - o - - 20,473,093 3

In thxs laft year, the actionifts divided

~ only feven per cent. ; but in the preceding
- they had nine, befides invefting twenty-one
‘milliens of reals in the new Philippine com~ -

pany, of which I thall hereafter treat. The
reafon of this differ ence in their profits, and

+ the nature of their operations, will be clear~ g %
ly feen, by giving their reports to the pro-

prietors at their annual meeting in the years i

1785 and 1786.

I785

By intereft on government  Reals. - M-

. oopaper - . = = 3,560,533 27,
: By difcount of bills - 1,260,519 18,
~ By intereft on money ad- ‘ '

- vanced on actions - - 594,106 23 .

D* —  for America - 503,'118 3z "
-+ D* —  Provifions of the ,
_ army - ‘ ,435,109 12
De Cadlz department 617,180 28
S PICR ’ By
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; By intereft on money ad- o o
’ vanced on letters of €X-  Reals.  Ms
change 8 - - 1,411,004 3§

By commiffion of one per

cent. for the crown - 253,164 14."
- D° — for America - 197,450 3

D* — Cadiz -~ - 870,913 29
' By extraion of fpecie, at ‘ »
three per cent. -~ - 11,883,656 23
By commiffion of ten per .
~ cent. on p10v1ﬁons - 3,066,763 3
D° D° for prefidios - - 407,024 32
D*D’ of the navy - - 1,187,221 13

Do Do P pmber - 765,892 29 :
201,434 27

D° D% — liron LTl
/By increafe. of "value on

‘a@tions, - - - - '21,55'2",-840"-—'“

49777835 12
‘Dcdué’c'expences = 1,431,159 28

Totalgam - 48,346,675 18

Deduét mvef’cment in

Phlhppme company 21 ooo,ooo:....: ‘

Remams tq be divided 27,346,67 2 ~18

N

e T e S e

1786.
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1786.° -

By intereft on goVernmcnt '

Fpgr FApELL vk = Se
E By difcount of" bllls, de-

“duéing brokerage -

: B)z intereft of money ad-

.vanced on actions.

By operations. of the bank;

at Cadiz- - e

V,By letters of exchange for - -

government - - -
By commiffion of one. pcr
~.cent. for the crown -
D* —  for America . -

i By extration' of fpeéie at

- three per cent.'''=

N By profit on purchafe and,
- faleofa&tions - - -
By increafe of value on five

- Reals. -
, 936,920

2,513,8 57
2,386,803
4,007,960

20,602

- 247,264,
13,963

.

31 0?96_5?

“thoufand four hundred -

and ﬁfty-thrce actions
: bought in’ - " -

Dedu& charges of ad-

miniftration. - . =

Remains to be divided

1,616,210

102234;299;

M"
32

135

20 -

15

20

22,278,842

1,805,749

7

20,473,993

13
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By this ftatement it appears, that,

1", The creditof the bank procured a ready
circulation for the government paper; be-
caufe the intereft of that proportion, which,
during the courfe of the year, was in the pof-
feflion of the bank, funk from more than
three millions and an half to lefs than one
million. Yoyt *

2%, The difcounting bufinefs - increafed
to nearly double in the fpace of twelve
months,

3%, The intereft for money advaneed on
a@tions, fhews clearly, that the proprictors

~of one-fifth part of the whole capital had
withdrawn their proportion ; willing at the:

fame time to take their chance for-a divi-
dend; at the fole rifk of thofe, who, from
rathnefs, from folly, or from inattention,
neglected to follow their example.

" 4", The extraction or exportation of {pe-
cie funk confiderably. It was naturally to
be expeted that this fhould be the cafe.
Previous to the inftitution of the bank,"
when ' government permitted the exporta-:
tion of fpecie, it was under a duty of four
per cent. the average produce of which was
about three millions of reals; but whes it

Yor. 1l: T : became
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became the intereft of the bank to watch |,
- the fmuggler, the dutics rofe to fixteen

millions. ~ Merchants, however, when one
road is ftopped, exert their fagacity to find ’
‘out fome other; and, where fuch a com-
- modity as-fijver is ‘in- queftion, they eafily
furmount thc obi’cacles oppofed to 1ts ex=

o« portatxon

5, One fource of proﬁt producmg more
than five millions and an half in- the year
“1785, is, in the fubfequent year, dried up.
‘This matter requires to be explained. . 3
_ The government being* much. diftrefled -
for.money, had, as all fpendthrifts are for-
-~ ced to do, borrowcd on very difadvantageous
terms, and then repented of the hard con~

.+ ditions, to which it had confented. The

commiffion of ten per cent. appeared exor-
bitant; and the vouchers produced by the

direGors of the bank, for the articles they . -

had-purchafed on account of the army and
- the navy, were not fatisfaGtory to the mini-
fter of the finance. Befides thefe objeions,

~ the exhaufted treafury was not in a' condi-

tion to difcharge its moft reafonable obliga-
tions to the bank, and to : pay thofe arrears.
~which itfelf acknowledged to be juft. All.
s ’ S wWag




was in confufion; the minifter continued
mutterlng his threats, and the projector of ~
‘the bank was loud in his expoftulations.
The latter fuggefted, with great propriety,
that,ina country, where juftice and the laws -
“were filent, and where arbitrary power pre-
- vailed, the miniftér might for once plunder
-and feize, with a f’crong hand, the whole of -
~ their capital ; but- that, in fuch a cafe, he
‘muft not expe& to be trufted a fecond time,
and muft therefore renounce for ever the
- idea of a bank. This argument was felt ;-
and the minifter determined, that the bank

thould have the contrac for the army and

the navy at the {ame prices as had been laft:
- given to the gremios, and that this new re-
rgulation: thould have a’ retrofpect. The -

bargain was thus made more advantageous

for the public; but how far this tranfaction

was agreeable to juftice, it was for the mi-
nifter. of the finance to. fay

The gremios, or the five mcorporated
companies of Madrid; have 2 joint capital,
as factors, to purchafe all commodities, and

- fell to the retail dealers ; the manufacturers

being prohibited by law to fell by - retail.
ThlS body, W1th a confiderable’ capxtal of
R - RREC At e T
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its own, and bor rowmg as much as it couldA .
~ employ, at two per cent. had all the contracts -
. for the court, for the preﬁdtos, and for the
army, both for food and clothing ; but fince
the eftablifhment of the bank, this mono-
poly has fhifted hands; and government,
inftead of availing itfelf of the competmon: -

Tivered itfelf up to the la tter, for thc ad~

- vancement of its credit. ’
“But, as it would not be fufficient to grant
‘beneﬁual contra&s, ‘without fulﬁllmg its

an-aflignment of ‘the four per cent, -duties.
on the extraction of filver” for three years; -
unlefs the"arrears 'to 'the bank fhould be "
previoufly difcharged. '
~ Upon coming thus to a “mutual under-
' ftanding, the directors of ‘the bank. agrPed
" to advance money for making a canal from
Guadarama, at the foot of the Sierra: which
divides the two Ca{’qlles, to Sevxlle, and to
fupermtend the work, receiving ten pur cent.

_ commiffion, and four per cent. per‘annum,
for all the money they thould expend. :
1 might proceed to give fome idea of the -
Philippine company, m which thc bmk

has.

lf -
I’fr o
q
|
!

===

e

F

between the gremios and the bank, has de-" -

'engagements, government - agreed to give -
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' fhas engaged two hundred and ten thoufand

‘pounds fterling, as I have already ftated;
but this I fhall referve till I come to Cadiz,

~ when I fhall have occafion to treat of com-
merce, and more efpecially of the trade car-

- ried on between the mother countly and, 1ts
. colonies.

The populatlon of Spam may now “be 7
o alcertamed if we may depend on the recent ,
returns to government. By thefe it appears, ‘

that the whole amounted, in the year 1787,

to ten millions two hundred and fixty-

' exght thoufand one hundred and fifty fouls

~ ““In this number are included,

. Males, unmarried - - ,92‘6,2l29
“Females, ditto -~ » - - , 2,753,2‘2"4.

Maftiedmen - 0 2 - 11,047,165
Married women - - -1,047,496

Wldowers '.‘-‘ -
Widows = - -

235,778

_—-——n-——--

. Téteﬁ popﬁlaﬁion 10,268; I 50

e s ceea.

'Among thefe we may dlf’cm guith,,

Parochial clergy, called curas, - 16 689

, Afﬁf’cants, called tementes curas, B, 771
Sacnﬁans, or fextons, = - - 10,873
P3 Acolitos,

462 258 -

i e
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‘Merchants, e
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2 ) Acohtos, to affift at the altarg j-ﬂ- 2t & 5,503 s

Ordmados de patrimonio, having
‘a patrimony of three realsa day, 13,244
Ordinados de ‘menores, W1th i< 2 e,
ferior eccleﬁaﬁlcal orders, = 10,774 -
Beneﬁc1ados, or canons of cathe-, g ‘f
drals, or other beneﬁcmnes, - . 23,0692

‘;Monks' - - = = 6n617

20y T

‘Nuns-~ = = - = 32,500
Beatas N e AR S U M) | 130
| Synd1cs, to colle& for the mend;- 7
T qants, 5 e T il L 4.,127‘
woInquifitors, < = = =
188,625
| Men 'férvants, - = Criadss, - - z-8q,692‘:r
- Day labourers, - fornaleros, = 964, 571
Peafants, - = Laémdares, - 907,197

- Artifans - == - ,‘2795.98‘9,‘

Manufaé‘curcrs L m =

. 39750
) 34,339
nghts, - - Hm’a/gos, 480, 589

Of thefe four hundred one thoufand ang

forty are in the provinces of the A{’cunas,
Blfcay, Burgos, Ga11c1a, and Leon

The




[215]

Cities,: = - Crudades -
_ Borough towns,  Pillas

Villages, - ~ - Lugares

iHamlets, =~ = Aldeas

*

- Granjas, Farm-houfcs, g

)

‘e “The cities, &e. accordmg to the laft rez‘urm.

14%

12,732
1,058

45572

"8;5

. Cotos redaﬂdos, Parks, or Waﬁe in-

Depopulated towns - - I,511

~F

; P4 - The

clofed’ we S g Qe SN Y §

Paritheg’: . = - - 18,972
Conve.nts » - -~ - 8,932
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- Such are the laf’c returns to govemment 3
and, as in the year 1770, the populatlon, by
.the fame authority, was ftated to be nine
. millions three hundred and feven thoufand
o cwht hundred and three, we might haftily
; 'conclude that Spain, in.the courfe of fe~

_venteen years,  had increafed: nearly one

‘million of inhabitants. In like manner,

‘obferving, A. D. 1723, the number of, fouls

to be feven m11110ns fix hundred'and twen- -

“ty-five thoufand, we might infer, that fince

that period fhe was advanced in populatlon_
“more than two millions and an half But.

: the fac is, that the returns to government
_are not always juft; and Uftariz affures. us,

~ that the people, to leflen their contribu~
. tions of 'men and money, conceal their
inumbers, and make falfe returns. - He de-
tected many which were a fifth, and fomc
“one half, below the truth. : :

’ " Now, if from the number above f’cated
as the population of A. D. 1787, we de-

du& three hundred and fifty-eight thoufand

two hundred and fixty-four, thefe being

~ out of the peninfula, and’ inhabiting either
the iflands or the coaft of Affica, we ﬂn]l -
lhave for thP remainder nine millions nine™

hundled

i
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hundred and nine thoufand eight hundred ‘
-and eighty-fix; and if we allow the area of

_Spain to be one hundred and forty-cight

‘thoufand four hundred and forty - eight .
- fquare miles, we fhall find fixty-feven per-
- fons nearly to a mile, ‘This; if compared
with the Ruffian empire, is- refpectable ;
" but if with France, is below mediocrity,
In the former they reckon five to a fquare
mile ; in the latter, one hundred and fifty- H
- feven. England comes in between France °
and Spain; but Spain, if properly culti-

vated and well governed, might be the firft

_-in Europe, not excepting Holland, Wthh‘.v
" te its wife and equitable laws is ‘indebted
for a population amounting to two hundred
'and" feventy-two on a mile {quare. (Vide
"Necker and  Zimmermann.)  Bernardo
Ward, who was in the employment of the.

Spanith government, allows that eighteen
“thoufand {quare leagues of the richeft land
are left uncultivated, and that two millions
of the pcoPIC are unemployed. { V. Pro~
" ye&o Econ. A. D. i750.) v
All ‘are agreed that Spain, in more dlf-
“tant periods, was much better peopled than

at prefent; and many have attempted to
| - aﬁign
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affign the caufe of its depopulation ; but ag
they commonly fix on one, and fcldom
think of more than two or three among
thofe caufes that are moft obvious, it may
be ufeful to trace the various circumftances,
which have contributed to deprefs this
once powerful nation, and to defolate, at
leaft comparanvely, one of the richeft
countries in Europe.

11t, In the year 1347, the plague broke
out with more than common virulence at
Almeriz, and, during three years continu-
ance, 1avaged Spain to fuch an extent, that
many cities were left almoft without inha-
bitants ; and throughout the whole penin-

fula_the’ populatlon was reduced to one- -

third of what it had been previous to that
event. Of this plague Alfonfo XI. died,
whilft conduéing the fiege agamf’c Gibral-
tar. (Campomanes Induftria popular, p.

168. Ponz Viage, tom 8, cap. 5. fec. 60.)

‘Subfequent to this, the country has fre-
quently been laid wafte by peftilential fe-
yers, introduced from Africa, or dating
their origin from fome preceding famine.
A. D. 1649, more than two hundred thou-
fand penfhcd in the fouthern provinees;
and
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- and fearcely ever is that part of . the coun~ -

try free from' putrld intermittent, and. con-‘
‘tagious fevers. . Such a vaft extent of ter-
ritory as this penmfula contams, without
“communication either by canals or roads,
divided into a multitude of mdependﬂnt.

: kmgdoms, or, at a fubfequent period, into

provmces, each exaé’cmg heavy dutxes on

~ the introduion of grain, muft often have -
“felt diftrefs for want of bread. In fad,

one provmce has been reduced to the ex~

'trem1ty of famine, whilft others have been ;

ruined by abundance.. In Seville, A. D,

1652, wheat fold for 1 &5, 3d the bufhel

and A. D, 1657, {o low as 15, 4d. It was =
not till the yéar 1752, that by a wife regu-v

«latlon of the marquis de la Enﬂnada, corn

was permitted 'to pafs ﬁeely, even in Spa- .
nith. veflels, from one province to another,
(Camp. Educ. pop. Ap. -part ii. p. p. 16.)

“The confequence of famme, as 1t is Well_ o
known, is peftilence. £

The common dict of the country prw
dlfpofes the: mhabltants to 1ece1ve mreé’mon,

-and the practice of phyficians, in prefcrib- -

ing venefeGtion mdlfcrl'mna*ely to all thelr
patients, tends onl Iy to increafe the cvil.

il rom D
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From all thefe concur ring cn‘cumf’cances,
few countries have fuf’camed fuch loffés by

cpxdcrmcal difeafes, few have been fo often :

ravaged by peftilential fevers.
" 2d, For more than {even centunes, from

the year 714 to 1492, Spain was har-

~affed by almoft inceffant ftruggles between .
‘warlike ‘nations, in the heart of that divided _
countr), ‘contending for. dominion ; -till the

marriage of Ferdinand with Ifabella had

unitéd the two crowns of Caftille and Ar-
1agon, and the conunf’c of Granada put a"
; penod to the empire of the Moors.
#73d,  A.'D. 1493, Columbus opened a
new channel for ‘their’ ambition, -and gave’
begmnmg to endlefs engmz‘zozzs, by the dif- -

_ covery of America. : -
Previous to this, the nobility were moﬁly 2

refident on theu’ eftates, and when not en-

: gaged in ‘war, gave- themfelves up to the
management of their own concerns.. With-
. out accumulatmg txeafurcs, many were able
to condué five or fix thoufand foldiers to:
* the field; but when" they had {een the gold‘ ;
and filver of Peru and Mexico, they be-"
© came reftlefs and zmpaupnt to. obtain em-

ployrnents n thofe countnes, and neglected

‘the
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- the ﬂower, yet more certain, means of ob- y
“taining” wealth, by the 1rnprovement of
their lands. The people in-like manner

haftened to America in fuch numbers, that _

- -the mautlme provmces fuﬁ"med feverely by

the lofs. - -
m1grat1ons, if regular and in due pro-=

; APOI‘thH, neither weaken the parent ftate,

tior’ fenfibly diminifh the remaining ftock ;.

- - but when they are {udden, and carried be--

yond certain bounds, they tend to weak-

~nefs and to defolation. -The former may
. be obferved in the highlands of , Scotland,

in Sw:tzerland and in many parts of Ger-

“many ;' the/ latter was vifible ‘on’ the firft

dxfcovery of 'America,- and' Has ‘ever fince
been'felt. (Vide Oforio difcurfo univerfals

~ addrefled to Charles II. A.D. 1686.)

4th, F rom the acceffion of Charles I. of

" Spain, but. the Vth of Germany, (A: D.’

1506) the nation was engaged in war, with

- thort intervals, for more than two centuries,
thereby exhaufting the treafures of America,

and wafting the blood of its moft adventu-

~ _rous fubjedts, in Itétly, in Germany, in Flan-
- ders, in Portugal, in France, only to gratify
: the vanity of its fovereigns, and to extend

'-~9 ’ »'Athc-
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.the bounds of their unJuﬂ: domlmon.
The nnmed_late‘ fucceflors of Charles havmg
- Spain, Naples, Sicily, Sardinia, Milan,

“Franch Compt¢, and feventeen provinces in -
the low countries; befide Portugal, of which
- they acquired the foverelgnty, A.D. 1580,

“and boundlefs territories in north and fouth
America ; this difperfed and moft unwieldy
empire, weak “in proportion to its vaft ex-
~ tent, confumed perpetually both men and
" money,-without a poffibility of folidly uni-

ting . fuch diftant and dxfcordant provinces

~under one command.
“At war fucceffively with all the powers
' vof Europe, Spain enriched her enemies, and

~became poor herfelf; becaufe, wherever the *
difplayed  her banners, the difperfed her

treafures, and after the moft {plendid victo-

; ri¢s never failed. to find herfelf exhaufted of g e
her ftrength. At the end of the firft cen- .

_tury {ubfequent to the acquifition of Ame-

-rica, the was reduced to the fad neceflity of L

debafing her coin, and fo low in credit,
that fthe gave more than thirty. per cent.
for money. 'This we have on the autho-
rity of the univerfity of Toledo, as quoted

by
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by count Campomancs in. hxs Educac‘zoﬂ, 5

popular. ‘
sth, ‘' The caufe comuzonly aﬁlgned foi'

the depopulation of the country, as if it -

~were the only caufe, is the expulfion of the
Moors. (A. D. 1613.) To this may be’
added the previous expulfion of the- Jews,
to the number of eight hundred thoufand,
by Ferdmand and Ifabella, who banithed

thefe infidels in token of gratitude to heaven

for the conqueft of Granada. This wound
was grievous; but, before the.nation had
" recoven.d ftrength, to banifh nine hundred
thoufand of its moft “induftrious fubjects,”
was fuch a ftroke; that to-the prefent day
it is feverely felt.  Under the' beft govern-"
ment, with the moft propitious. ‘circums- |
f’cances, it would require ages to retrieve’
fo great a lofs. : -
* ‘6th, Confequent to the expulﬁon of the .
Moors, their repeated and almoft inceflant
depredations along the whole extent of coaft;

wathed by the waters of the Meditetranean®™

Sea, rendered the moft fertile parts of Spain’
- unfafe, and the produce- exceedingly preca-
- rious.  For the laft century, the ndmber of -

’ S pam[h cc.ptu es at Alglers, has ufually been
about
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about thlrty thoufand and their ranfom hasl_
been reckoned, one with another, at a thoud' 3

fand dollars, or one “hundred and fifty
pounds, amountmg in the Whole to four
millions and an half fterling. With fuch a
premium for the ranfom of their captives,

thefe pirates found ample fupplies for- the

“equipment of their gallies: (7. Camp. Ap.
i 373) "Government has recently fet-
tled a treaty with the Algermes, and in

that, according to -the opinion of count

‘ Campomanes, the minifters have thewn

thore difcretion, than when they attempted__
1o deﬂ:roy that neft of pirates. 'His judg-

ment is founded on this maxim, drvide ef

dmpera:. Tupport the “Algerines, ‘that b

may weaken the empire of Morocco.
7th, Among the defolating ‘caufes, muft

be reckoned their change of < government,’

~ mot on account of the blood of their beft

«citizens, thed in the - doubtful conflic, for"
~that lofs in time might be retrieved, but -
from " the unremitted opefation of a bad

- government. It muft be confeffed; that

- under defpotifin may acc1dentally be found
- wifdom and equity, with wealth and power -
: 'but fince-the lofs of- lnberty, thefe have not °

VDI.. II. . Q. T beey
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been feen.in Spam. In nat1onal aﬁ'embhes,; ‘
—able leaders - may. arife to reprefent their -
grievances,’ and to feck redre(s. Had Spam
enJoyed her cortes after hght was diffufed in
‘Europe, when citizens began to afcertain
their rights, and to thake off the chains of
feadal tyranny, fhe would not fo long have
' groaned under oppreﬁion. ~ ‘
: Although fome grievances, fince the re-
prefentation- of count. Campomanes, have.
been redrefled, yet, by their long continu-
| ance, they ‘tended to defo]ate the country,’

and. therefore well deferve to be recorded.

T ﬂ1a11 felect the moﬂ: remarkable, and
fupport them by quotations from_his- inef-
- timable Works.' "Thefe relate to the reve-
nue, the army, and the pohce. Eo o
- No country ever invented a more ruin-
" ous fyftem of finance, or one lefs frlendly,
to, manufa&ures and to commerce.' The
‘ a/czz'ucz/cz, Wlth its cientos, being a tax of
fourteen per. cent. on all. commodmes, both, )
on. the raw materials, and on the fame
when manufactured, as often ‘as the pro-.
perty changes hands, rated, not accordmgi ’
“to_the prime coft, but to the felhng prlce, ‘
and. therefore conf’cantly mcreaﬁng, is al-"
S S moft
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moft fuﬂicxent of itfelf to creaté 2 general »

‘.&agnatxon{ This effedt is evident in Caf-

tille ; whilft in Catalonia and in the pro~ .
vinces of Arragon, where Philip’ V. ex~

changed this oppreflive tax for the equIva-

Jent, induftry prevails, and manufa&ures_
flourith. 'The millones, being a’tax upon.
, provxﬁons, tends to increafe the price of
_ ?labor, and thereby mdlre&ly proves an ob-.

 ftacle to foreign commerce, :
With fuch powerful inducements to de-

; fr‘:ud the revenue, to what - innumerable
““wexations, in order to prevent this, muﬁj
the manufacturers and merchants have been
fubje@ted by government, more . efpecially”
- when the revenue was let to farmers, who,

with their fervants, were an hundred thoi~'

fand. Thefe watchful harpies were au-’ .
thorized to place their {pies at the door of
every fhop, to examine the tradefman’s’

books, to put their feal on his commodi-

ties, to demiand the teﬁlmony of thofe,”
who were fent' to" purchafe, with the dt--

teftation of the purchaftr himfelf, and to

~requue “certificates from - thofe, on' whomi
the commodlfy was found. (7ide Camp. E,’

‘P Ap iv. p.244.) The farmers of the

Q.2 - taxes
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taxes were orlfrmally Jews; but the wealth» ‘
to be acquired by plunder made the ems=

ployment honourable.  Their mifconduét
o called loudly for redrefs, and- this grievance .
_is no longer found in Spain. But what

{hall we: fay, ‘thould a more enlightened

_ nation, boaf’tmg of freedom, fubmit to

ﬁmﬂar oppreflions ¥ e
" That the vexations fpemﬁed tended to de-
populate the country mutft be evident that

- they produced this eﬁ"e& Oforlo, as quoted -
by count Campomanes, aﬁ'ures us in his' .
“difcourfe on the gnevances under which the

nation laboured ‘He aﬁ'erts, that in the

.vvxllages, not one-third of the houfes had
efcaped ‘the rapacity 'of thofe who farmed

the taxes ; becaufe, when nothmg elfe re~.

‘mained to the miferable peafants, thefe
o 'vmercxlefs exactors feized their houfes, and

fold’ the materials to the ﬁrf’c who was in-
clined to purchafe This caufe of depopu-

4 v’,latxon was not removed till the year 1749.
(Vide Camp E. P: Ap.i p. 347.)

Among 2 great variety of caufes. pro-
ducing "this effet, and itfelf the genuine

) _offspring of bad government, is the want of
i d free market.  Under the idea of prevent- -

ing
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ing 1mpoﬁt1on, the magxﬁrate authorized |
to intervene between the buyer and the: feI-' ’

ler ﬁxed the price ‘of all commod1t1€s, even
of corn and ‘manufaures, to ‘the" fole ad-

vantage of alguaziles, regidors, and efcriva- -
nos, but to the deftruction of agnculture,_
andto the dlfcouragement of induftry.
This evil was introduced by Phlhp 1. when

_ the gold and ﬁlvcr of America had ldl'ened
the value of money in the mother ‘country ;

~or as the people in’ ‘general “complained,”

~when every commodity was grown extra-

_-vagantly ‘dear. ' It‘was, however, confined

~ to the ‘kingdom- of ' Caftille ; 'and, . confel’
" quently the provinces of - Catalonia, Arra~
gon, and Valencia, - bemcr free, were. both
more populous and’ better cultivated than’
it, although their foil, excepting Valencxa,
is far: from rich. . (Vide Camp. E. P. Ap.

1.'p. 240—254. 365 '418.) “As to manu-" ..

faCtures, it was in the reign of - AlonZo’ el
Sebio, -A. D. 1256, that the- magd’crates

firft. interfered to - fix the" price; and this -
they did without regarding the goodnefs. of

the materials or the value of the work. The
confequence of fuch a reguhtlon 1s’ obvmus.

'(Vza’eCamp E.PRAD: ivap. 64:) 1 g5 s
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WLth the intention.of" rendermg provi-
,ﬁon;s cheap, government, till the year
1765, probibited the exportation of grain.,

- For the honour . ef Spam we may obferve,

‘that nine years. fubfequent to this, M. Tur-
got prevailed on Lewis XVL. to give. fimilar
; 11berty to. France, and with the fame. good
- effe&. The progrefs of agnculture, the

vaft increafe in the quant;ty of grain, and
. the dxmmunon in its price, in confequence
: of this wife regulatlon, and of the freedom,
granted to the farmer for the fale_of his

" commodlty, are fufficient to evince how

“much populanon muft have been’ retarded
by the prevmus reftraint. © : ;

"The ignorance and jealoufy of govqrn- :
ment were not conﬁned to, corn, for with
~ the fame contra&ted views, and mﬂuenced
by the fame fhort fi ghted pohcy, the: klngs
of Spain effeGually dxfcouraged and con- .

tinue to difcourage, zbe breed of borfes,

which, if not reftrained, would prove a ne-
ver failing fource of wealth.. The very
- means, adopted to increafe the breed have
had the oppoﬁte effe®. .To confine the
market, and thereby to fink the price;; to
s Qbhgc all th,e farmers to regxﬁer their horfes,,

Wxth '
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with the age, the colour, and the fize; to
exa& from them a ftri& account, and to
fubjet them to heavy fines ; to harafs them
with unfeafonable vifitors, and to leave them
at the mercy of low men in office; furely
this can never be the way to promote their
induftry,and to encourage them in producing
the commodity fo much to be defired. The
intention of the king is to mount his cavalry
at a fmall expence; but fhould the breeder
continue fubje to fuch vexations, the race
will fail, and mules will fupply their place.
Lct the ports be open extend the market;
vive freedom to commerce; and leave the
armers unmolefted to: purfue their various
operatxons let their induftry have free fcope
to move in ; let them be protected in their
perfons and their property; then, let the
magiftrate fetire,

From the fame miftaken policy, a’ezzlers,\
or jobbers, in corn and cattle, have been dif~
couraged, under an idea that they raifed the
price. This error, however, has not been
confined to Spain ; for in the Englifh {tatutes.
are to be found provifions againft regrators,
yet, without middle men, the attention of
the farmer would be diftraed, and for
want of a ready fale for his commodities,

Q4 he
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 he would have neither time nor capital ta
‘conduct his bufinefs to advantage. Thefe
middle men create difpatch, and eventual]y
increafe produéhons But- from a ftrangg
1nconﬁﬁency of prmcxple, whilt middle

.. men, as dealers in corn and cattle, were dif

couraged, manufacturers were forbid to fell
by retail, left they fhould“injure the com-~
merce of. the gremios. (Vide Camp. E. P.) -
_ Previousto the year 17 50, the fifberies were,
much difcouraged by the rapacity of the cor=
regldors, alcaldes, regxdors, and other maglf-
trates, who plundvred the fithermen of their
beft fifh, as a recompenfe for their trouble in,
making the aflize, and then ruined them by
fixing the pnce too low. Thefe ‘grievances [
fhall ftate in treating of the ﬁfhcry at Car--'
thagena. -
" Since the acceffion of the prefent famnyA' o
found policy has led them to eftablith bar-
; racks, but,’ p1ev1ous to the commencement' ;
of this centmy, the 1n111tary were Iodged in,
the houfes of the peafants. In the year 1686,
~ Oforio reprefented. that quartering the fol-
diers had deftroyed moft of the villages in
Spain. This nfay be readlly conceived, when

we. are. informed -that the military ftipend, .

was far from bemg regularly pald
The
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The ftate of the police 1 fhall gwe Wheu
defcnbmg Cadiz and Malaga ‘Here it
- may be fufficient to. obferve, \that as the
',regidors have  purchafed | their office, they

~ muft. naturally feek to, mdemmfy ‘them=
felves ; and althouch deputles and_fyndics, . -

- with equal authonty, are now ele&ed by.

the people, it is only fince the year 1766,
that this pa,]llatlve exped1ent has been pro—

yided.

The people, thus every . Where plundered ¥
" and opprefled, could not increafe and myuls;
’txply, as they would, have done under a- free

~and equitable government, -,

* 8th, Convents are by no means favourable e

to populatlon Thefe in -Spain-are eight

‘;thoufand nine hundred ; and- thirty-two,
containing more than mnety—four thoufand

~monks and nuns; but the: perfons bound
to cehbacy by vows are not much below,

two hundred thoufand Yet thxs fuper- L

'abundance of the drones may - ‘be: confidered-

~ not merely as the caufe, but ‘as the effect of.”
“their declenfion, being much 1ncreafed by
the ftagnatlon of their trade. The unwer-;
' ﬁty of Toledo, in.a memona! delivered to.
Ehxhp III at the begmmng of the feven-

teenth
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teenth - century, complains, that not orie-
tenth of the ufual number of marriages
took: place, -and particularly ftates, that
whereas, whilft commerce flourithed, it had
been faid, .Qz;zen ba oficto, ha beneficio, He
~ who bas a trade, bas the beft éengﬁce now .
all parents, dreading the - poverty ' and
wretchednefs attached to trade, were in-
‘clined to breed up ‘their’ children nuns;
monks, and parith priefts, or even expofed
them to perifhi in their mfancy Some of
the beft Spanifh writers on political econo-
‘my have -declared againft multiplying con-
vents, and the cortes, with the confent of
Philip IV. determined, about the middle of
the laft: century, that no more convents .
fhould be built; but as general opmlon is’
more powerful than law, this refolution of
the cortes remained without effe.  Once
eftablithed, they are not eafily fupprefled,
becaufe of innumerable mafles, which m‘uft”
be dally faid by compa& for the: fouls mf ’
purgatory.
oth, Numerous f¢ ﬁzva/s tend to depopu-
latea country, - Benedict XIV. lefencd the-
number in his’ tcmporal eftates, and recom-
mended a-fimilar redu@ion to hlS clergy.
Sl SO I R - In
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“In confequence ‘of this, in the. diocefe of
Toledo, they have now no more than ninety-=
three general . feftivals, not mcludxng the
{pecial feftivals of each: panfh and of the
religious houfes, which, -in every city fwell
‘the number of unproductive days.. If tg
thefe we add the occafional bull feafts, and
the Mondays, claimed both by apprentices

and journeymen for their own diverfion, -
we fhall have reduced confiderably the
number of working days; but even then

-we muft be obliged to make a freth reduc-
tion from their time, becaufe the working

hours are feldom more than fix ; .infomuch -

that all the unprofitable hours being carried
toaccount, not more than one-third, or per-
haps one-fourth, remains for labour.~ How
then is it poffible to ftand a competition in

manufa&ures with more induftrious na-

tions.? (7. Camp. E.P. p. 274.)
- 10th, Prevalence qf pafture tends to de-

populate a- country. Grazmg and tillage
- thould ever be united. ~The fame quantlty'

~of land, which, in ‘wild pafture, would re-
quire- the labour of one family, if tilled,
would give employr_nent to twenty, or even

~ twice _that number. In Spain, ever fince
the
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the: ‘year' 13 50, at’ which perxod the plaoue -

had carried off two-thirds of the inhabitants,

" the laws of the Mefta have fet at ‘variance
“. the ploughman and the fhepherd, prevent-

ing each from deriving the leaft advantage
from the other, mfomuc_h that five mﬂhons
of fheep, under the fan&ion of a peculiar .
code, not only fail to enrich the lands on
which: they feed, but effeCtually prevent its

: cultxvatlcn. Independent of the Merino
" flock, many of the great landlords have fuf-
fered: villages to go to ruin, and have let

then‘ eftates to- ‘graziers. . e _
.- 11th, The want of an ﬂgmrzmz Law\
Previous. to ‘the . recovery of)the fouthern

- " provinces from the dominion of the: Moors,
- 1iithe diftraced and divided ftate of the pe-
" ninfula 'made it neceflary for the peafants to-

feek féfugé in the cities, or at leaft to aflo-

" ciate in villageé for their mutual  defence,

For this reafon, mdependent farms, detach-

:ed and diftant from a town, are feldom, if
“ever, feen in the fouthern provinces of Spain,,

The cities, towns, and villages, were built
on the moft fertlle fpots, and between many
of them intervéned vaft tracs of land, little
fufceptible of cultivation. When the plague
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‘of the 'year 1347 had fpread de[olatlon
through the country, many towns and vil-
lages were fuffered to go to ruin and decay,
Whereby the” diftance between thofe that
furvived was confiderably increafed. T Q:
this event has been attributed the extenﬁvc
territories' of innumerable towns, many of

which are from ten to fifteen miles dlameter, 3
and therefore too far diftant from the habx- _

 tation of the farmer to admit of cultwatxon. ',
Adjoining to the village you obferve vines,

_olives, ﬁgs, and gram “all beyond is defe-:

~Jateand wafte,

- Previous to the conquef’c ‘when the.

chriftian princes were inclined to make War
_apon the infidels, they 'invited - the great
nobility of: other countries, and their own
feodal lords, to jein them. I\/Iany of thef\.

. could bring into the. field five or fix thou-;.
fand vaffals, and were bound to maintain 5

them, at leaft to the ‘frontie'rs, at their own

éXp nce. But then, as moft of thefe were . -

Jittle lefs than independent. fovereigns, the
prince was obliged to court them ; and, lf
he would allure them to his ftandard, it

_ was by the hope of makmg ‘conquefts for :

thcmfelves that he prevailed on them to
follow
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follow him. ~ Hence they acquired by afms,
cities, towns, and villages, with’ extenﬁve
“diftri&s. _ ;
In fucceedmg perlods, the great noblhty, o
ta‘;mg advantage of their- fovereign during
his mmorxtv, when either contendmg for
the regency themfelves, or -embarrafling the
regent, they extorted confiderable grants
from the king’s demefne, confifting of ci-
ties, towns, and villages, with the adjacent
. territories ; all which they tranﬁmtted to
their pofterity. : :
By intermarriages, many of thefe vaft™

pofieflions ‘have: been united; infomuch
that three great lords; the dukes of Ofuna,
 Alba, and Medina Ceeli, cover ‘almoft the
whole province. of ‘Andalufia; and the laft
of thefe, claims by mhcntance, the greatei’c -
- part of Catalonia. | 5

Such vaft pofleflions paffing by entaﬂ'

are far from being friendly to population,
more efpecially as the proprietor never re-
fides on his eftates; and, being often em-

barrafled -in - his- circumftances,. has- little

mclmatwn, and. lefs ability, to makc im-~
provements for his heir, . T
12th, To this want of ycomanry, muftbe

: 3 , added,
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added the- de feﬂ of ﬁ{éﬁam‘ml z‘enam‘s,, I
have. already remarked, when fpeakmg of
' the court, that moft of the great eftates are
in admmlﬁratxon, ‘that is,- cultlvated f)y,

ftewards on the lords account, and there~ -

fore not produdtive. If tenanted, the rent.

commonly is paid in kind; and this, when,
from bad crops, corn is dear, ruins the far~ -

mer.. In fuch circumftances, .it is difficult
to raife a. tenantry thh {uflicient capit_als to,
. ftock a farm. In tillage, it is_found, that;
to occupy an eftate to advanta age requnes
a capital more than equal to five times the

rent. But in. Spain, few fuch are to- be,
“found." Should they, however, perfe& what '

the wifeft' among, them, witl countCam-.
pomanes _for their gulde, have been; long=
“attempting, an a grarian law; fhould they;:
~as propofed, allow every man. to. cultivate
what quantity he pleafes - of Waﬁe Jand,,
without a fpecial grant-from the;progr_leto:n,i
and.to enjoy it as a copyhold, charged.with

a quit-rent equal to the value, previous.to, |

this improvement ;. in procefs of: time they,
will raife up both a yeomanry and tenantr y;
and, in. confequence, % JHOFS QUMEIOUS, po--
\pulauon. . & ’
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13th Royal Mam_zfaﬁures and. Marapalzef

have a:baneful . 1nﬂuence on, population §

- for, as:no; prlvate adventurcrs can ftand the

competition: with :their fovercxgn, where hé .
is the .great:monopolift, 'trade ‘will. never
profper. .~ The Spanith monarch is a manu~

. faGurer. of i Euniais -
- Broad: cloth at Guadalajara and Bmhuega v
' Chma, at the palace of the Buen Renro 3

Cards, at Madrid and Mahga,
Glafs, at S. Ildefonfo i

Papcr, L Segov1a, E '...";‘.-. " T | E

Pottery, at’ Talavera, fuie mndy S L b

‘Salt Petre; Madrid, and various other places 3
‘Stockings, at; Valdemow S de 4 Al

DERICIE B 5]

Swords; at ‘Toledo s
Tapeftry, at. Madnd g 0o
TIEUC, at Talavara.’ .. : . 4

-- He: has:ithe. monopoly of brandy, cards,A
gun-powder, lead, quickfilver, fealmg WaX,:
falts, fulphur, and tobacco.: . .. . .f.
<. 14thy To this may be addcd asa caufe of
depopulatlon, the national prs_’/udzcef againft.
trade. -~ Whilft the - Jews: were merchants,
and- the mechanic 'arts . were .left, either to
the Moors, or to the vileft of . the . people, .
the grandees or knights were ambmous...
only

{5
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only of military fame: = After the conqueft
of Granada, the Moors continued to be the
principal manufa&urers, and excelled in the
cultivation of their lands. When thefe,
with the Jews, were banithed, a void was
left, which the high-fpirited Spaniard was
not inclined to fill. Trained for many cen+
turies to the exercife of arms, and regarding
fuch mean occupations with difdain, his
averfion was increafed by his hatred and
contempt for thofe, whom he had been ac+
cuftomed to fee engaged in thefe employ-
ments. He had been early taught to con-
ﬁdng trade as dithonourable ; and whether
e frequented the theatre, or liftened to the
ifcourfes of the pulpit orators, he could
not fail to be confirmed in his ideas. Even
in the prefent day, many, who boaft their
defcent from noble anceftors, had rather
ftarve than work, more cfpecially at. thofe

trades by which, according to the laws, -

they would be dcgraded, and forfcxt thexr
nobility. _

We muft not imagine that t‘he Spamardsz
are naturally indolent ;" they are remark=
able for activity, capable of firenuous exer-
tions, and patient of fatiguc: if, therefore,
“ Vor. II. o 1 unemployed,
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unemployed, this muft be attributed to
-other” caufes, of. which, refpecting fome
«occupations, national prejudice is-one.

~ 15th, Among the defolating - caufes; I
muﬂ: be allowed to mentxon one, on the tef-
timony of a native Spaniard, becaufe I never
had occafion to obferve the leaft trace of it.
myfelf Tt is acknow]edged by count Cam-
* pomanes, that the natinal pre/udzce was . a+
gainft the. fettlement of forezgners in Spain.
A.D. 1623, ﬁrangers were. allowed ; to: be

.. naturalized, and either to ‘take farms:or to.

practife thelr mechamc arts, prov1ded they
fettled at the diftance of twenty leagues
- from 'the fea coafts but as few, if any ftran-,

. gers availed themfelves of . thls mdulcrence,j
his prefent majefly, in . the ‘year 1772, €X+.
tended  this- privilege to merchants, per=
mitting. them to be eftablithed. in any of thc';
ports. 'Certain it is, that, for want of n<,

-~ tercourfe . -with other nat1ons, thc native
Spaniards, ; bemg chxeﬂy teﬁd»nt at. homc,,f‘
excepting thofe Who mlgrate to Amerlca,‘;
and few ﬁrangers even pafling through. the
~country; ‘all the arts, fmences, and manu-
fadtures_have been at.a f’cand and appear.'.'
to bﬁ at leai’c a ccntury behind the reft of )
g B T Europc. oy




