‘[ 230 ]

LETTER XXIX.

Vaft many teeth a-going in a great houfé,
Genealogical books. The excellence of the

circular figure. Gzzllam‘r_y of a devout
ng
Lifbon, Sept. 13, 1760, in the forenoon
Am here again rcady to give. you an
account of Mafra and Cintra.

Mafra is {o inconfiderable a village,
that the name of it would not be found
in a map of Portugal, were it pot for a
| valt pile‘ which King _‘}’o/zk V., Father to
his. prefent Majefty, caufed to be erected
within a muﬂcet-fhot of it,

That pile, which is perfectly quadran-
gular, confifts of a church, two royal a-
partments, and a convent. The church
and apartments take up one half of it,
and the convent the other half.

The church is placed in the mxddle of
the chief front towards the village, and
js fpacious enough to contain more than

3
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a thoufand people, exclufive of the choir:
but it is fo very dark, that you cannot
fee at one glance all the fine things in it;
which is to be regretted, as neither gold,
nor filver, bronze, precious marbles, nor
even the deareft jewels, have been fpared
to render it an obje&t of aftonifhment.

There are feveral altars in it, each as
rich as art and money could make it.
The chief one has a ftatue of mafly filver,
with feveral large candlefticks, and
fo.many other rich ornaments, that it
coft (they fay) half a million of crufa-

"~ does (@), and I am inclined to credit the

affertion. 7
There are likewife fix organs, three on
each fide, but none of them as yet finith-
ed. When they are, it will be curious to
hear them all play in concert. People
hope that the effec will prove extremely
pleaﬁng, but I am not quite fure of it,
and am afraid of confufion. The church,
Q4 - as

" () A Crufads is fomething more than an Englifs half-

crown,
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as T apprehend, is not ample enough for 3
collection of fo much found. However
I may be miftaken. '

Of the two royal apartments, thaton
the right fide of the church as you goin,
is called #he Queen’s, and that on the left
the King's. Both are large enough to afe
ford a commodious lodgement to their
Majefties and their attendants, Each is
formed by a long range of rooms, clofets,
and halls, and each communicates with
the other by means of a paffage over a
part of the church,» I don't know how
they, are furnithed, becaufe the furniture
is always laid up whenever their Majefties
leave the place. The two principal ftair-
cafes which lead up to the apartments,
are well lighted, fufficiently wide, and
' perfectly eafy.

Each corner of that chief front fup-
ports adome fomewhat in the form of a
‘pavillion. Thofe domes viewed at a pro-
per diftance have a fine effe@, and con-

| ' traft
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traft furprifingly well with the cupola,
and the four belfrys in the church.

The whole of that chief front is really
as noble as art could poflibly make it,
The gate in the middle of it hason‘each
fide an infulated column of a kind of
granite found fomewhere in this country
which is little inferior to the Egyptian.
Each column was cut out of a fingle
block, and each is about three fathoms
in circumference. .

On.each fide of  that gate there .is a
portico {fupported by other fine columns,
and ornamented with feveral gigantic
ftatues madeat Rome by excellent mafters.
However the porticos feemed to me ra-
ther.too fmall for thofe ftatues, or the
ftatues too big for the porticos.

But what ftruck me moft on that fide
of the edifice, is the afcent to the church.
That afcent takes up the beft part of the
{pace between the edifice and the village,
and the wide {emicircular fteps of it make

it
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it appear fo very grand, that I queftion
whether we have in Italy any thing of
the kind that canbe compared to it.

The roof of the apartments and. the
church, exclufive -of the pavillion, the
cupola, and the belfrys, is laid out in a
kind of terrace that commands an exten-
fiveprofpect. The belfrys contain a hun-
~ dred and fixty bells of various fizes, and
upon them many curious chimes are rung
by means of fome engines which are con-
tained in two towers beneath. But it is
impoflible togive aniidea of thofe engines
without a number of drawings. It is
enough to tell you, that they have coft
near a million of crufadoes. They are in
© fa& the greateft obje of curiofity in the
whole place, and the art of clock-making
was, 1 think, quite exhaufted in thofe
two towers. So many wheels! So many
fprings, pivots, rods, fome of brafs and
fome of fteel! Who.would attempt a de-
fcription? A vaft deal of thinking has
been lavifh’d there: yet both the money

2 | and
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and the ingenuity has all been fquander’d
to produce nothing elfe but fome bell-
mufic, which muft prove difgufiful if it
Jafts more than three minutes.

There are, amongft many fine parts, |
two court-yards there, that are furround-
ed by the fineft porticos I ever faw;
finer than the Procuratie Nove at Venice.
The porticos {upport feveral apartments
for the officers of ftate when the court is
there. Thofe apartments as well as thofe
of their I\'Iajeﬁies, .communicate | with
that part of the building that has been -
allowed to the friars,

"That part confifts of three dormitories,
a refe&o}y, an infirmary, a kitchen, a
library, and fome other places.

One of the three dormitories I take to
be ghout three hundred common fteps in
length, and wide enough for ten men to
walk a-breaft. They fay that the cells
on each fide of the three dormitories are
above fix hundred: nor are they narrow
and ‘l,ow as in all other Francifcan con-

| vents,
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vents, but {pacious and high vaulted; fo
that each might as well be termed a room
fit for any Roman prelate to live in.
However the mafs-friars there, are not {o
numerous as the cells. They are but three
hundred, and the lay-friars ahundred and
ffty.

The furniture of each cell (thofe of
the mafs-friars I mean) confifts of a nar-
row uncover’d bed, (not very foft) a table,
afew chairs, a fhelf for books, and very
little elfe. Thelay-friars have no thelves,
as the beft partof them cannot read.

As to the refeGory, it is a glorioué
thing. The table that runs through it,
admits of more than a hundred and fifty
people on each fide. By this' you may
judge of its length: yet there is room

*enough left at one end of it for another
table, at which the King will fometimes -
dine with fome of his grandees.

AsI entered the refeGtory alittle before
the friars went to dinner, the cloth was
laid;-and I could not bhclp taking notice,

4 that
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that for every two they have a mug which
contains about' two bottles of wine.
"Thofe mugs are all alike, of white ear-
then-ware, with the arms of the King on
each. Befides the mugs, there are tren-
chers of Brafil-wood, one for every two
friars, with fix figs upon it, two bunches
of grapes, and two lemons. The reft of
their dinner (I have not feen it) confifts
of three good dithes, fat or meagre as the

day happens to be. Each friar has a
~ wheaten loaf that weighs abouit a pound.
Should they twant' more, they afk /for
more. | ’ ,

When the three hundred Padres are at
dinner, the hundred and fifty lay-friars
wait behind with the greateft refpe&. It
is the King that furnifhes them with that

-food which makes them all look fo florid
and jolly.  Such faces I never faw in my
life, not even in the pictures of Paul Ve-
ronefe, who delighted in painting friars
handfome.

R They
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"They fay that the maintenance of this
great family cofts the King no lefs than
two hundred thoufand crufadoes a year$,
nor do I think it ah exaggeration, confi-
dering that at the rate of thirty two good
teeth for each mouth, there are above
fourteen thoufand teeth a-going twice a
day the whole year round. Then there is
the additional expence of their morning-
chocolate, their cloaths, their firing,
their great confumption of wax in the
church and in the cells ; the candles and
lamps in_their 'dormitories and kitchen,
befides many other articles tedious to enu=
merate. What cofts but little, is their
infirmary; but it muft be obferv’d that
when any of them begins to grow old ot
turns fickly, he is fent to fome other con-
vent, and one young and healthy fubfti-
tuted in his room. Their infirmary I
have not feen, nor their kitchen.

Their library takes up a very large hall,
befides a pretty large room. The hall

contains
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contains little lefs than feventy thoufand
volumes, and the room about ten thou-
fand, as I was told. Amongft thefe laft
there are as many Portuguefe -books as
could poffibly be colle¢ted. I looked
over the labels of a long quarto-fhelf on
the right hand as you go in, and faw that
they were all genealogical. If the au-
thors of thofe quartos have adhered to
truth, no nation under the fun is fo well
apprifed of their anceftors as this. There
is fcarce a family of any note throughout
the kingdom' but what can boaft of an
hiftorian, and many have had more than
one. Hence (foreigners fay) that noble
elevation of mind which makes the Por-
tuguefe look with the greateft difdain
upon all other nations and defpife every
thing that is not Portuguefe: and hence
perhaps (I fay myfelf) the fource of that
immenf{e rage which invaded the whole
foul of the Duke D’ Aveiro, and induced
him to commit one of thofe acions,
which never failed to bring ruin upon

their
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their perpetrators, as the hiftories of ali
times and nations will tell us. That
Duke could not bear with patience to
have a few pages of his genealogical boolk
blotted by any body.

Befides that vaft number of Genealo-
gies in quarto and other fizes, there are
in that leffer library many hiftories of the
Portuguefe conquefts in various parts of -
the ultramarine world. Then follow the
theological and devotional books, which
are far from being few. (This'to meisa
proof that the Portuguefe are pious and
‘Hkilful in divinity. - But what abounds
there without meafure, are the lives of
Saints, male and female, foreign and
domeftic. They fay that St. Anthony
alone has above a hundred volumes on
thofe fhelves, each telling his atchieve-
ments in a different manner. No Alex~«
ander, ‘no Auguftus, no King of Pruffia
ever was honoured with fo much bio-

graphy as good St. Anthony. . '
According
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According to the Father Librarian,
that lefler library is much more valuable
than the greater. And in one refpe@ he
is certainly right. The books in the
greater may be procured for love or mo-
ney: but not thofe in the leffer, becaufe
Portuguefe books are become very fcarce
ever fince the earthquake. The fire that
follow’d it; has deftroyed many public
and private libraries in this metropolis,
_and a Portuguefe book of any note is now
become as dear as a ruby.

However the lofs of | Portuguefe learn-
ing will {carcely be felt out of Portugal,
as it never was in fathion any where, and
will fcarcely ever be. Few are the wri-~
ters of this country who ever had a name
abroad. Offsrs> the Latin hiftorian is cer-
tainly a name much confidered in the
literary world, and that of Casnwens, the
Portuguefe Epic, has travelled beyond
Alfentejo and Eflreniadura. Yet the works
of thefe two are more commended than
read. Our Italian friars extol one of

Vo I. R their
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their facred orators called Vieira, and put
him upon a par with our Segneri: But 1
have not the greateft opinion of our friars’
tafte in point of oratory. I have opened
one of Vieira’s volumes in that library,
and chance dire@ted my eyes upon the
proem of afermon, ‘in which the perfec-
tions of the circular figure are pompoufly
enumerated ; after which the Lufitanion
Cicero (as his countrymen call him) pro-
cecds to tell his audience, that 7 t/e
Supreme Being was to: fhow himfelf under
any geometrical figure, that would certainly
be'the circular in preference to the triangu=
lar, the fyuare, the pentagonal, the duo-
decagonal, or any other known to the geo-
metricians. What could I do after having
read fucha proem, but haftily replace the
book on the fhelf? However Fieira’s
works muft have power, as they are much
efteemed by a great number of people, and
I with T had time to fpare, to feein what
that power confifts.

| Before
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Before I went to Mafra I had heard
of a Portuguefe verfion of Meraftafic’s
Operas, andafked of the Father Librarian
to thow it me. But he hadit not, nor had"
as yet heard of it. And what do you -
think that verfion is? I am affured that
the. tranflator has given the Metaftafian
heroes many livery-fervants, who take
pofieflion of the fcene as faft as their fe-
{pe@ive mafters go off, and have dialogues
of their own with the chambermaids and
nurfes of the heroines. You langh! But
what fault can you find in Ackilles hay-
ing a running footman, Semiramis a dry-
nurfe, or Deidamia a little prating hufley
of a cook-maid who bids the negro-boy
to carry the chocolate up to his miftrefs?
If this is the dramatic tafte in Portugal, a
verfion of Goldons's works would make
the Portuguefe full -as- happy, as the text
does the Venetian gondoliers. -

The Portuguefe have a dictionary of
their own language which is much com-
mended both by themfelves and by fo-

R2 - reigners,
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reigners. But it was not the work of 2
native. Father Bluteau, a French Jefuit,
compiled it. "It is prinited in eight or
nine large quarto volumes. I wanted to _
buy it, but fo many volumes are too cum-
berfome for a traveller; befides that the
earthquake has put the price of it almoft

out of the reach of my purfe.
- Tkimm’d over {everal other Portuguefe
books in the fpace of four hours that I
pafled in thatlibrary. In a medical one I
read of aremedy for fore eyes, which
feems no: lefs: excellent than  fingular.
The perfon thus afflidted, fays the Portu-
guefe phyfician, muft neither read nor look
on any white wall. 'The good-natured
Librarian was in raptures to fee me {o
inquifitive about the learning of his coun-
try : but if I am allowed to draw infe-
rences from the little I pick’d up there,
the moft famed Portuguefe writers are at
" beft but equal to our Achillini’s and
Ciampoli’s in verle, and to our Giuglari's
and Tefaure’s in profe, whofe diftorted
way
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way of thinking and turgidnefs of expre{-
fion have procured the appellation of Se-
colo cattivo to the laft century, whenever
we confider it in a literary light. Our
tumid Calloandro’'s, Eromena’s, Dianea’s,
Coralbo’s, and other books of that kind,
feem tranflations from the Portuguefe.
However, I with again I had leifure to
look for a few months into the learn'mg
of this country.

“The large library at Mafra, 1had no
time to ‘examine. Yet I have feen enough
‘of it to know/ that it/is"a very good one.
Befides the beft books in the learned lan-
guages, I am told that it contains {fome
valuable manufcripts, particulary in He-
brew and in Arabic; and as I have feen
feveral of the friars ftudying there, it is
moft probable that fome of them are
learned. But a traveller had need to ﬁa,y
a confiderable time in fuch places, in order
to come away with juft ideas of the peo-
ple, and this unluckily was not in my
power at Mafra. /

R3 Let
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- Let me now take my leave of the Father
Librarian and enter the garden of the
convent. Itis pretty ample, confidering
‘that it has been in a manner cut out of
the folid rock, and much of the earth in it
tranfported from diftant places. It hasa
large refervoir. in the middle, befides fe-
veral fountains. From fome. doors in
‘the walls of it, you may enter the royal
- park, enclofed likewife by a wall, which,
they fay,. is fourteen or fifteen miles
round. ‘The little I faw of 'that park
from the windows of thecells, far from
being embellifhed by that verdure which
{miles the whole year round in the parks
of England, has very much the appear-
ance of a parch’d and rocky defart thinly
{cattered with trees. R '
But it is the building that deferves all
one’s attention. Few edifices in Europe
(perhaps not ten) {tand {fo majeftick upon
the face of the globe. The original ar-
chite&t was aGerman who had been bred
at, Rome; and a very dilated genius he
muft
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muft have had to imagine fovaft a fabrick
and adjuft all the parts of it in {o noble
and convenient a manner as he has done.
The firft ftone of it waslaid in 1717, if
I am rightly informed; and yet fome of
its internal parts are not quite finithed,

thvough more than fix thoufand workmen

were conftantly employed upon it during
the firft twenty years, befides numberlefs
artifts in Rome and other parts.
It is but lately that the number of
thofe workmen has been’ confiderably
diminithed. At prefent there are but two
hundred. -

The occafion of the building of it,
was a vow made by the archdutchefs

who married King John V. On her ap-
proaching the coaft of Portugal the firft
land fhe {py’d was the hills of Mafra,
and the firft favour fhe afked of her royal
{poufe was, that he would ere¢t a temple
there to the Virgin Mary and §t. Anthony,
to whofe joint protection fhe owned her-
{elf indebted for her fafe landing in Por-
’ R 4 tugal.
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tugal, His Majefty, the moft friar-ridden
King that ever exifted, eafily granted her
requeft. He went even fo far beyond it,
as to add the palace, the convent, the
garden, and the park, that he might due-
Iy honour the whole fpot that was blefs’d
by the firft glance of his auguft Bride.
An odd piece of gallantry! As there are
immenfe quarries of beautiful marbles
and hard ftones all over the neighbour-
hood of Mafra, the good Queen had the
fatisfaction before the died to fee the edi-
fice far advanced  and decorated with
more than fifty gigantick ftatues.

LETTER XXX,

No learning in a fecond life.  Ignorance of
| knowing men. Organs and c[acé-@af'@,-
Moorifb ornaments. |

Lifbon, Sept. 13.., ;760 in the Ewning

FTER havmg leifurely vifited

the royal convent, I was taken

back to the church by the King’s organ-
7  maker,
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[ maker, who wanted to’fhow me the in-
ternal parts of one of the fix organs,
Thofe parts I have examined with the
greateft attention, and the ufe of each I
have heard moft minutely explained. But
my ignorance of the organ-making-art is
fuch, that I dare not venture upon the
Ieaft fketch of a defcription. How negli-
gent hayve I been not to have beftow’d
a fingle thought in the fpace of forty
years‘ upon tubes and bellows, that [
might eafily conceive how a vaft variety
of en\chanting‘ founds is  drawn from
them | But too many are the things that
a ‘man ought to have ftudied to be pro-
perly qualified for a writer of travels.
Moft people, when they confider the
opportunities they have negle¢ted of en-
larging knowledge which it was a thou-
fand times in their power to enlarge,
have got a conceit that, were they to be-
gin life a-new, they would apply with
the keeneft eagernefs and moft ftubborn
gefolution to all {ciences, and fill up their

minds
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minds with whatever was known in this
world ever fince the days of Pythagoras
and Ariftotle.

But fuch fpeculatifts have no right
notions of things, in my opinion. Let
our lives be ever fo protracted, and our
application ever {o unremitted, I think
it is providential that we are not early
{fenfible of the much that there is for-us
to learn, and of the little that we can
Jearn. Was this not the cafe, we would
be fcared away from. the approaches of
knowledge, and, inftead of acquiring the
little which we do, it is my firm opinion
that we would never have courage to fet:
about acquiring any.

Indeed it is lucky that we begin ouf
voyage through the ocean of learning
quite unconfcious of its immenfity,
otherwife our poor hearts would fail us
at once, and we would do like the lazy
wench, who having the houfe to clean,
~ the beds to make, the difhes to wafh,

and the dinner to drefs, grew fo defpe- -
' rate,
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rate, that the ran up to the garret, threw
herfelf on her bed, and fell afleep.

Such is_the train of ideas that my ig-
norance about organ-making has pro-
‘duced. What a contempt muft that artift
have conceived of me, on his finding
me fo little inftru&ted in fo noble a
fcience ! Yet I have this comfort, that
_ his contempt would have reached many
a greater man, as many there are, who,
like:myfelf, are quite ignorant of things
much below that of organ-making. How
various are the {cholars in the various
tniverfities of Europe who eat bread
twice or thrice a-day, and yet are utter
frangers to the art of baking? How
many thofe, who are perpetually dipping
their quills in 2 ftandifh, and yet know
not how common ink is made? How
many who are fthaved every morning, and
-péver thought to enquire about the in-
gredients that compofe foap ?

I recolleét a ftory to this purpofe which
feems to me worth relating, Three Eng-

-lifh
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lith wits, Walb, Wycherley, and Pope,
walking together along the fide of a field,
were once Aehgaged in a difpute about a
blade of grafs which one of them chanced
to pick up. This isa moft beautiful blade
of wheat, faid one of them ; I never faw
a finer! It is no wheat at all, faid the
other; I take it to be »ye. Fy upon you
both, interrupted the third, it is neither
rye nor wheat, but it is oats as fure as I
am alive. Miller the Botanift happen’d
to go by as they began to look crofs
upon each other. - They afk’d him ; and
fo it happen’d that none of the three
was right. ’

The greateft part of what we call men
of learning, are ignorant of the moft
common things, and philofophers might
- learn from the very loweft of the people
more than fome of them imagine : I muft
therefore not fret becaufe an organ-maker
has taken me for a blockhead. He was

right {o far as he went. ,
The
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- 'The name of this man is Eugene Nia
cholas Egan, a native of Ireland, He is
fcarce four foot high ; but what bddy he
has is all alive. He has obtained his place
at Mafra neither by chance nor protec-
tion, but by dint of fkill. The King had
caufed eight famous organ-makers to
come to Portugal from Italy, Germany,
and other parts; and he whofe organ
fhould prove beft, was to have that place.
: ‘Yﬁoﬁ“w well imagine that each ftrove

e

“to cgﬁyu& his rivals, . But the m;martal
Caftrato Caffurélly S together withi the ce-
plebrated compofer David Perez, having
been deputed to judge of their feveral per-
formaneces, unanimoufly decided in fa-
vour of little Egan’s, and of courfe he
had the place. His falary proved after-
wards not fo ample as he expected : but
what is a falary to a genius ? He has de-
feated his enemies; he has feen them
quit Portugal with thame.
After having fhewn me his organ,

. play'd a good while upon it, and repeat-
edly
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edly touched a treble which is an invéns
tion of his own, he took me to fee the
beft friend he has in Mafra, the man
who rings the bells of the royal convent.

You are not to laugh when I tell you
that I had the honour to pay a vifit to
His Majefty’s bell-ringer, who is as great
a man as ever pulled the ropes of a bell,
and as eminent in his way as Plaro was
in his own. Befides that he can make
thofe bells found in regular {fubordina~
tion, he can alfo ring fo many ‘curious
chimes upon them, that he delights the
‘whole court. But what conftitutes him a
great man and 2 genius, are two inftru-
ments he has invented, one form’d of
many bits of wood, the other of many
bits of brick. Thofe bits he lays down
in a partichlar order upon a table : then
takes up two fmall wooden hammers,
and plays upon them. What {weetnefs
is contained in wood and bricks! Upon
both he plays the very beft overtures of
‘Hande! and. the moft difficult leflons of
' 3 Scars
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Scarlatti, Matter Egan, who has himfelf
added a new treble to the Organ, and of
courfe is a proper judge of thefe matters,
honours and loves this man, though but
a Bell-ringer, and is. not jealous of his
abilities becaufe they do not interfere
with his own.
The fun was going down apace when
I took my leave of thofe two wonderful
men. I {hook hands with the bell-ringer
and could not help embracing the pretty
dwarf.
The road between Mafra and Cintra'is
- ftill fuch as it was after the flood when
the waters {ubfided, and I alightved twen-
ty times from my chaife for fear of being
overturned. I faw on both fides the road
in many places many ftone-blocks and
" marble-columns, as the quarries are
there that have furnithed the materials
for the Royal Convent. It was dark
when I reached Cintra, and my Negro
took me to the Englifb Inn ; {o called be-
caufe it is chiefly kept up by a fociety of
Englith
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Englith merchants, who go thithef froi
Lifbon, either upon pleafure or to buy
up oranges and lemons: When thofe
merchants are there, they get the beft
rooms, and with a very good reafon, as
they have fitted it themfelves for theu'
“own reception.

It happen’d that the whole houfe was
full on my arrival, and as it was too
late to procure any lodging, I was oblig=
ed to fleep upon the mentioned piece of
canvas in a neighbouring houfe.  But on
my return from the Cork-convent the
merchants were gone, and I had an ex=
cellent bed: '

It is now time to tell you, that, be-=
fore the earthquake, Cintra was very well
worth a vifit. A royal palace was there
which is now almoft deftroy’d: They
fay that it Was many centusies ago one
of the country-feats of the Moori/b Kings
that wrefted Portugal and Spain from the
hands of the Kandalk, who had themfelves
wrefted both countries from thofe of the

Romanss
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Romans. Moorifb or not Moorifb, T fee by
its ruins, as well as by what remains
ftanding, that it was once a great palace.
There are flill three of its halls to be
feen. The ceiling -of each is divided
into little fpaces that have animals paint-
ed in them. But each ceiling had but
one animal allotted towards its ornament;
and thus one contains nothing elfe but
fo-many fwans, the other nothing elfe
but fzgsy.and the third nothing elfe but
‘magpyes.. An .odd ‘tafte of 'decoration,
efpecially as the fwans, the ftags, and
magpyes are uniform, and the pofture of
each the fame as that of the next. Each
{wan has a golden chain round his neck;
each ftag fupports a coat of arms on his
back ; ‘and each magpye has the words
per ben written by her fide ; which words,
preceded by that of Piga, form an allu-
five Moorifb quibble I have already forgot.
The walls of the three halls are in-
cruftated with fquare pieces of marble of
two different colours difpofed chequ’er—
Vor, L. 8 wife,>
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wife, ahd fo are the floors. On the ground-
floor there is a {mall room wherc before
the earthquake water was made to fpéut
from many little pipes concealed in the
- walls on the touching of a fpring; and
this is almoft all that is left of that
Moorifh palace. They are rebuilding it,
and the King will have it reftored to its
ancient form. A laudable thought, as
po{’cérity will ftill fee what was the
Moorifb tafte in architeCture.

From the windows of the hall where
the ftags are- painted, there is a fine
profpe&; but I am fick of profpeéts,
and will give you no’ further defcription
of any. If you love profpects, get upon
fteeples. '

The royal convent at Mafra has not
fufferd much by the earthquake. The
friars made me obferve, that the little
round members over the plinths of the
two great columns on each fide the gate
of the church, were crack’d and partly
broken off. But that was almoit all the

damage
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damage the building has undergone,
though the trepidation of the ground
Wwas fo great, that fome of the friars were
thrown upon their faces as they weré
kneeling in the choir, and many peoplé
in the church ftumbled againft each
other. Had the building inclined but an
inch or two more, it would probably”
have 'gohe down all at once and crufh’d
them all in an inftait.

I take now my leave of Cintra, of the
beautiful fpot it frands upon, ‘of the re-
maining halls of the Moorifh palace, and
cf the high hills in that neighbourhood,
where many Englith and many Portus
guefe have pretty couritry-houfes. Iam
. told that not far from thence tHere 15 2
{pot of ground about a league in length
and a mile broad, all planted with oran<
ges and lemons, whofe flowers in due
feafon perfume a vaft trat of country.
They call it the valley. of Collares, and
compare it to the garden of Eden. Inall
probability, had 1 gone to fee it, I
: A S 2 thould
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fhould have compared it to the territory -
of San Remo on the Ligurian coaft.

 As I came from Cintra towards Lif~
bon I faw fome other parts of that Aque~
dué that goes over the valley of Alcan-
tara. 1 faw likewife fome agreeable
Quintas 5 that is, Country-houfes belong-
ing to the Portuguefe nobility and gentry.
Yet in general the country which I have
feen during this fhort ramble, is rocky
and barren.

LETTER XXXI.

People forbidden to talk. Robbers and not
Murtherers. Concuffion from eaf to weff.
Barraca’s. Blacks and their progentes.

- Fews and their perverfencls. Creaking

. of *w/zee!:.» '

. Lifbon, Sept. 15. ¥760.

MY enquiries here have not merely
been limited to cuftoms and man-

ners, to palaces and convents. I have
done my utmoft to colle& genuine in-
formatmn'
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formation about the feveral tranfactions
which have lately turned the eyes of all
Europe to this country, and you would
admire my induftry if I were to apprife
you of all my endeavours to find the true
motive of the Duke D’ Aveird's crime,
the expulfion of the Jefuits, the banifh-
ment of the King’s natural brothers, the
unprecedented harfh treatment to Cardi-
nal Aecigjoli, and the-exaltation of Don
Ba{han Jofeph d¢ Cﬂr'vrzllzo to the Very
{ummit of power.,
~ Thefe fubjedts are certamly PR
quiry, efpecially as care has been taken
to throw a veil over them, which will
obftruct future hiftorians. But my dlh-
gence of fearch has’ not been much re-
warded. This government has forbldden
every body to make thefe, and other cur-
rent matters, the topics of their conver-
fation: the prohibition fubjeés " the
tranfgreflors to fuch fevefe penalties, and
fo many have already been thrown iato .
jail upon this account, that the poor fouls
' ‘ S 3 are
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are quite frighted at the mere mention
of fome names : nor is it ealy to bring
any native to difclofe his opinion about
any thing that looks political, though
forwardnefs to decide and love of talking
are two of the chief ingredients in the
chara&er of the Portuguefe. As for the
few particularities which I have been
able to g]ean from fore1gners, they are fo
full of uncertainty, contradi®ion, and
evident partlallty, that inftead of mak-
‘ing them any part of my letters, it will
be better to fave them for oral entertain-
ment. ‘

But I cannot quit this country Wxth-
out faying a few words more of the Je-
fuits. From a brother who writes from
Portugal, you have a kind of right to
expect his opinion of them, as well as
of the proceedings of this government
againft them.

As you are well acquainted thh my'
aay of thinking on feveral particulars,
you will poffibly imagine that I approve
. o . : S p
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of thofe proceedings, and that I confidet
thefe-pretended Companions of Fefus as a
gang of traitors always ready to ftab
Sovereigns and overthrow kingdoms, as
they are confidered by numberle(s people
throughout Europe. But, whatever be
the opinion of others, I never could do
them fo much honour as. to think them
pofleffed of that fteadinefs of foul which
is required to venture upon fuch great
and bold ads of wickednefs. Ihave often
watched them as an Order, and have
1 likewife been intimately acquainted with
‘a good number of their individuals; ‘but
have 'always found them (as well as all
other Friars) fo poorly pufillanimous, as
to be thoroughly perfuaded that a man

of common courage might drive a dozen
of them to the end of the world with a
cudgel. Their conftant way of life, as_
it keeps them at a great diftance from
all forts of danger, enervates their minds,
and, inftead of cnterprifé and intrepidity, .
infufes into them a female fpirit of

S 4 meek-
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meeknefs and obfequioufnefs, with g
plentiful mixture of diflimulation and
hypocrify. Notone of the many 1 have
known, but partook mqre or lefs of thxs
chara&er. :
With fuch a notion of them, produ-
ced by many years of obfervation and

refle@tion, I have read a good many of

thofe books lately written againft them
with a view to make them all be confi-
dered as Confpirators, Traitors, and Res
g1c1dcs by principle and fyftem. But too,
much of malicious difingenuity s con-
tained in thofe books. Far from having
been convinced by the reafons offered in
them, I do not even be]iev'e that they
have had a hand in the attempt of
D’ Aveiro, for which I can very well ac-
count in a fimple manner, and without
. having recourfe to marvellous complicat~
ed plots. ~ The very proceedings of this
Government againft them have rivetted
my incredulity as to their having par-
taken in that attempt; nor is it poflible

' toe.
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to conceive, that a large bady of fuch
men as I know them to be, cunning;,
cautious, and fearful, would enter into
a con(plracy headed by a haughty, im-
prudent, and defperate man fuch as
" I’ Aveiro, and compofed of men and wo-
men of different ages - and conditions ;
Wthh"CODfplraCY, hed it even proved
fuccefsfui, would ftill, and 4t the very
beft, have left them juft where they
were and as they were. A

~ Butlet us grant, for argument’s fake
that fome few (or many, if you will) have
entered ‘into that confpiracy. Where
was the difficulty to hang thofe few (or
many) after a trial not fecret, not myfte-
rious, but fair and open to the whole
nation? Not one Jefuit has as yet been
put to death upon this account,, but all -
have been exported out of the country
and banifhed it for ever, without the leaft
difcrimination between the innocent and -
the guilty ; which levelling execution I
cannot at all reconcile with my ideas of
equity
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equity and juftice. It is true that old
Malagrida and two or three more (none
of them Porfuguc{e, ~but all Italians,
| which is remarkable) have been detained
and thrown into jail. They have now
been above two years 2/ in the inquifi-
tion. But what has the inquifition todo
with regicides, if this government is per-
fuaded that regicides they are? Why have
they not been hanged with the Duke
D’ Aveiro and the other confpirators ?
T he power that could eafily banifh thou-
fands, could as eafily hang a/dozen or two,
or/as many as you will. Why was this
not done? Who could hinder it? The.
pope? The people? Some foreign power?
No. The whole world would have ap-
proved of the punithment inflicted upon
convicted regicides. - And why is recourfe

had to the pens of mercenary writers,
(a) Long after the date of this letter poor Malagrida
has been burnt as an Heretick, charged among /i other things
of having written while in the prifons of the Inquifition,
that the Virgin Mary [poke Latin when flill in St. Ann's

cwomb, 1 know notwhat is beeome of bis brother regicides.
' - and
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and fo much pains taken to blacken the -
whole order, when its guilty individuals
were completely lwithin the reach of
avenging juftice? Why are fuch efforts
made abroad to make the world believe
that they are a fet of villains, when a¢
Jome no body is allowed to {peak either
. good or ill of them? That each jefuit is
a downﬁght villain, always ready at the
nod of his general, his provincial, his rec-
tor, or his prefe,, to turn traitor, to turn
confpirator, to turn King-killer, is. an
affertion that may be credited by enthu-
fiafts, and by thofe who hate without
knowing why, whofenumberislarger than -
vulgar obfervers are aware of ; but never
will be credited ‘by men of fober think-
ing, by men acquainted with the varieties
of our tempers and inclinations, by men
who have remarked how perfe&ly im-
poffible it is to bring a vaft number of
individuals to think and aé& as one man.

My opinion of the Jefuits’ fociety is
therefore this, that they are obnoxious to

7 | the
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- the great fociety ofmarikind, not becaufe
they are traitors and regicides by princi-
ple-and fyftem, but becaufe they are inde-
fatigable accumulators of riches which
t_hey do not want. Their maintenance re-
quires but little, as they live in commu-
nity, feed poorly, drefs poorly, and lod'gé‘
poorly, Whatneed have they to plunder
their neighbours with their +rade and
banking, and hoard up treafures and.trea-
fures, when they lead a mean life and
cannot by inftitution lead a better? Why
are they ‘for ever hunting after inherit-
ances, always (or almoft always) to the
prejudice of lawful heirs? What will they
do with thofe treafures ? Or if they have
any good reafon (which is inconceivable)
for atting in this manner, why do they
not tell it aloud? ‘

Indeed "if tl'xcy are to be annihilated,
this avarice of theirs is more than 4 {uffi-
cient motive. But inftead of going this
way to work, and call them Robbers,
which may be done with juftice, as the

defire
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defire of robbing is the true and notorious
{pirit of their order, gréat trouble is taken -
by means of the prefs at Lucca, Venice,
Lugano, and other places, to cry them
down as Murtherers, which in the nature
of things cannot be the fpirit of a lérge
body. ' ' ‘

Befides the f{pirit of robbing, there is
that of dominéering, which might have
been an article of accufation againft them,
This is another of their true and notori-
ous chara&erifticks, that has long made
them odious to all men | of fenfe and pro-
bity, . .What need have they of influence
and authority in the ftates where they are
eftablithed, and even in the ftates where
they have no eftablifhment at all; thatis,
in thofe countries, which we, perhaps
with too much acrimony, call heretical?
How are influence and authority in any
ftate to be reconciled with that profeffion
which obliges them to eat, drefs, and
lodge poorly, as I faid, and to tread in
the footfteps of Him whofe companions

o 8 ' they



