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when he fees mothers abetting their boys
and girls in their averfion to ftrangers,
and fortifying them in their barbarous
brutality ?

Thus far have I already pufh’d my ob-
fervations on the low part.of the people
within this town. I am willing to be-
lieve that the higher fort are quite the
reverfe, and that they know politenefs
and humanity full as well as the higher
fort of all other European nations, though
I 'have not forgot the ftupid haughtinefs
and forbidding look of the two gentle-
men and the friar in the box at the Am-
phitheatre. But whatever I may believe,
don’t you begin to think that Portugal
is rather too much in the neighbourhood

of Africa?

LET-
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LETTER XXV,

Good nuns. A [feheme for rendering girls
Sl more amiable.. Heroifin of a young
Lady. ‘

‘ Lifbon, Sept. 8. 1760,

' H IS morning I made a vifit to

one of thofe many religious houfes
that are maintained in feveral parts of
this kingdom at the King’s expence. It
is call'd the Englifl Nunnery, ‘becaufe no

girl is admitted in it but what is born a

fubject of England. Any fuch girl, either

left deftitute in this couﬁtry by parents
unfuccefsful in trade, or willing to come
from the Britith Ifles to devote herfelf in
this country to chaftity and confinement,
may make fure of a livelihood in that

Nunnery ; and the veil once taken, the

needs not to fear the approaches of real

want as long as her foul and body will
keep each other company,
The
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‘The number of the nuns there amouiits
to little more than twenty, and it is the
chief anxiety of this little community
to keep the number full; that the Go-
vernment may not, in’ cafe of too many
vacancies, take upon itfelf to fill
them with Portuguefe maidens, which
the Englith women apprehend would
create feparate interefts, and caufe fuch
feuds and parties amongft them, as they
have hitherto been ftrangers to ever fince
the firft foundation.

Animated| by 'this rare fpecies of ter-
rour, the poor things fet their brains
upon the utmoft firetch whenever death
deprives their community of a member,
and all efforts are unanimoufly made fo=
wards the raifing of a recruit. With
this diftant view, you cannot conceive
how prettily they flatter all their vifitors,
efpecially thofe of their own fex ! They
keep befides a large epiftolary correfpon-
dence with their friends and acquaintance

1h
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ih England and Ireland, by which means
they have not failed as yet to obtain the
defired fupply. ‘

Whoever can fpeak Engh{h no matter
whether Catholic or Proteftant, has a
kind of right to vifit them at any time
of the day; and all their vifitors are ufed
by them with fuch an endearing kind-
nefs, that their parlatory is in 2 manner
. hever empty from morning till night.
‘The poor things are liberal to every body
of chocolate, cakes, and {weet-meats,
and will take  much |pains with their
needles or otherwife to enlarge the num-
ber of thofe vifitors, and allure them to
frequent calls.

Nuns in all countries are foft and
obliging {peakers; but thefe are certain-~
ly the fofteft and moft obliging that ever
fell in my way. Never was I told in a
year {o many pretty and tender words as
this morning in half an hour, On my
* apprifing them of my country, they ex-
patiated on the immenfe goodryefs of Car-

Vou. 1. O dinal
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dinal Acciaroli and the gentlemen of his
court, who did them the honour of fee-
~ing them often. No nation; in their
opinion, is fo'good as the Italian, none

{o witty, and none fo wife. In thort,

not a fyllable iffued out at their lips but

what was diQated by modefty and meek-

nefs, hurhility and benevolence ; and I

will pofitively fee them as often as I can

while I ftay here, becaufe it is impoflible

hot to be pleafed with their converfe,

though one is perfecly confcious that.

“they make it a ftudy to treat every body
with this gentlenefs of language and

blandifhment of manners. They certain-
ly give you no reafon for harbouring the

leaft fufpicion to their difadvantage, and

their virtue is to all appearance without

the leaft alloy : but were they in reality
quite different from what they appear

(which I am thoroughly perfuaded is not

the cafe), flill the firong appearance of

their innocenceand goodnefs is irrefiftibly

attracting, and the holy fimplicity of

4 their
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their behaviour can never fail of mai;ing
a friend of every rhan who is once intro-
duced to their acquaintance, though evér
fo mich aware of their flattery.

The King, as I faid, allows theth
fuch a fum as ehables them to find them-
felves in victuals, linen, and raiment.
Thus they are freed from the anxiety of
procuring the chief neceflarics of life.
Yet lifé, even by reclufe women, canndt
_be paffed very comfortably with mere
neceflaries, and foimé addition is wanting
to keep it from flagnating.- Thbfe mi-

nute fuperfluities, which the French call
douceurs, fo indifpenfibly required to ren-
der exiitence fsfijo“abi\., are left intiré-
ly to théir induflry; and thefe they pro-
cure partly by work and pcrtl) by mak-
ing t[‘lﬁln" picfents, which are often ré-
‘turn’d with liberality. Thefe are the two
ineans by whichi they furnith themfelves
“with that chocolate fo 'plentifully diftri~
buted at their parlatory to their inceflant
vifitors, and with thofe other petty things
02 that
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that alleviate the natural hardnefs of
their condition. Some of them have
fmall penfions pald them by their rela-
tions and friends, and whatever is got by
one, is kindly ﬂuared by the Whole fiter~
hood.

As the reputatxon of this httIe com=
munity was never fullied in the leaft
ever fince their eftablithment (and I am
told that this is not quite the cafe with
the Portuguefe nunneries) is it not afto-.
nifhing that no Portuguefe parent ever
thinks of fending his daughter amongft
them as a boarder and by way of giving
her a true maidenly education ? A daugh-
ter thus placed would amongft other ad-
Vantéges have that of learning a foreign
language very well worth learning; and
nothing contributes fo much to enlarge
the fphere of our ideas, and to render a
young woman amiable, as the knowledge
of languages. Yet, few are the Portu-
guefe, as I am told, who care for fuch

an ornament in their daughters, or even
= in
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in themfelves, excepting thofe of the
higheft quality; and they have befides a
particular antipathy to the language of
England, as the notion prevails amongft
them, that there is no book in that lan-
guage but what is againft religion; nor
does their inquifition allow of the impor-
~ tation of any for fear of herefy: and it

- was not without conteft and bribery that

_I faved the few in my trunk from confif-
c;atiBh*“at the cuftom-houfe.

The vifiting of the  Englfb Nunnery
has brought "2’ 'fcheme " into" my ‘mind
which! I"{hall cherith long, and put in
execution as foon as I can. Let me but be
rich enough, and I will have four Nun-
neries in Turin, and endow them with a
revenue equal to the maintenance of
twenty nuns in each. One of them fhall
be filled with Florentine women, one of
French, one of Spanith, and one of
Englifh.

I will take it for granted that when
my Nunneries are ere&ted, endowed, and

03 filled
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filled with proper inhabitants, my coun~
irymcn will have fenfe enough to fend
their little ~girls to them for educationv;
and by a refidence of about two years in
each Nunnely, all the girls in Piedmont
wﬂl be able to fpeak four languages, be-
ﬁdcs thClI’ own ; Wthh will certamly
render them upon the whole the mo"t
love]y fef of maidens in Europe.

But as I am not for turning pretty girls
into nuns, Imtcnd to. make it the funda-~
mental law of my Nunneries, ‘that none
of the nuns thall be young and handfome.
]t will probaHy not prove very dlﬁicult
to procure out of each refpe@ive country
one {core of elderly maids or widows to
fll them at firft, and to keep fucceffively
the number quite complete ; nor do I'in-
tend to fubje& them to the auﬁe’re rule
of keeping always within doors. Tney :
fhall have a number of holidays to walk
or ride out with their pupils, and be al-
lowed all forts of diverfions becommg a

fet of cxcmplarj matrons.
This
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This fcheme I am confident you will
think quite patriotick, and well worth
taking place any where. But fetting it
afide until a properer time, let me tell
you a ftory of Lady Hill (the prefent Ab-
befs of the Engli/b Nunnery) which really
deferves to be faved from oblivion.

This Lady took the veil there, becaufe,
like the reft of her fifterhood, (as I'fup-
pofe) her circumftances did not permit
a more agreeable choice: but foon after
having made profeflion, a ‘good eftate in
 Ireland was vacated' by a relation that
died ‘inteftate, and of courfe devolved
upon her by right of confanguinity.

To get the eftate without going to
Ireland herfelf, was thought difficult and
fubje& to much delay. Her Abbefs
therefore reprefented her cafe to the Pa-
triarch, who alone could difpenfe with
her vow of conftant confinement; and |
the Patriarch (not a rigid bigot it feems)
upon a fimple promife of return gave her
leave to fecularize her drefs and depart.

04 - She
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She did fo ; arrived in Ireland ; produced
her title; took "poffeflion; and found
herfelf at once in a condition to live in
eafe and even fplcndour in her native
country.

The temptation of ftaying where one
is, you will allow to be nearly irrefiftible
in fuch a cafe, efpecially when you are
additionally told, that fhe was not yet
three and twenty, and handfome enough.
However, if fthe was tempted, fhe was
tempted in vain, for fhe fold the eftate as
{peedily as fhe could,and, faithful to her
vow and promife, haften’d back to the
‘Nunnery with the money, which fhe
laigi out in fuch a manner as to contribute
@uch to the eafe and Aéo_nv:nien'cg: of her
beloved community. - |

This was done by a woman ! This fu-
periority io Worldly pleafure, and this
fidelity "to an onerous engagement, was
found in a female breaft! Would any
,frnr in ﬁmxlar circumftances have be-

-haved fo nobly and h‘_vc returned to his
lcﬁ,
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lefs heavy fettersafter fo lucky an efcape?
This queftion I will not anfwer for the
honour of my own fex. I will only con- .
clude the ftory of Lady Hill, with telling
‘you that her companions, ftruck with
?dmiration as well as gratitude, chofe her
immediately for their fuperior, and never
after ceafed to pay her the veneration fo
pndoubtedly due to her unfhaken virtue.

LETTER XXVI
Italian Capuchins.” Odd fifloes.

’ Lifbon, Sept. "9, 1760,
Need not tell you that the crown of
Portugal is poflfefs’d of feveral ultra-
marine countries, the inhabitants of
which are far from being all chriftians ;
‘and that all poffible endeavours have been
ufed for thefe two or three laft centuries,
to bring them all within the pale of the
church, partly by moft deteftable a&sof
violence, as hiftorians tell us, and partly
\ by
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by the more lawful means of "feﬁdiné
friars amongft them to preach them out
of their ignorance and errors.

‘Amongft thofe friars, the capuchinsv
have long enjoy’d the reputation of being
the moft zealous and moft fuccefsful con-
verters. But as their order was never
eftablithed in thiskingdom, the predecef-
fors of his prefent Mujefty thought fit to
procure a number of them from thofe
countries where they are eftablithed, and
efpecially from France 'and Italy, 'where
indeed there are enough to fpare.

I'fuppofe it was no very difficult matter
for the firft Kingof Portugal who thought
of this {cheme, to put it in execution, and
to obtain from the Pope and their General
the permiffion of importing as many ca-
puc’niﬁs here as were wanting. The de-
fign once formed, numbers of them came
over in an uninterrupted fucceffion; and
as it was neceffary for them all to leatn
this language before they were wafted
- ovyer to their refpe&tive miflions, they
were
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were for a time, on their arrival here,
fcatter’d a about the convents of the Fran-.
mfuans, who are in 1eahty little lefs than
capuchins themfelves, as the difference
in their refpective inftitutions chiefly con-
fifts in wearing a beard or no beard.

However, to lodge the Capuchins with
people who fhaved their chiﬁs, and fome-
what jealous of their fuperior reputation
for {an&ity, was found productive of fe-
veral inconveniencies, Therefore thelate
King came to the refolution of building
two new convents in this capital, one for
the French and the other for thc Italian
Capuchms, that C'ICh of the two bodies
might live quite accordmg to its own
pecuhar rules, depbnd on 1ts own imme-
diate fupenors, and be by them directed
to the acquifition of thofc means that
would fit each friar f for hlS fpeedy and
diftant petegrination.

On héaring of thefc two convents and
thelr 1nhab1tants I was prefently kindled
by the deﬁr;: of feemg a number of my

COUﬂtl'y-
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countrymen colieted together in one of
them; and to fatisfy that defire I fent
Batifte yefterday to the Father Guardian
of the Italians to beg of him, if it was
not inconfiftent with their pralices, as I
fuppofed it was not, to give me a dinner
any day he pleafed at their common table,
~ together with the permiffion of fpending
a whole afternoon in the company of his
' éommunity. |
My requeft was immediately granted,
‘and the goed Guardian, pitch’d upon, to-
" day, thatI'might be the fooner gratify’d.
Accordingly this morning at ten o’clock,’
I went thither with the box of my chaife
pretty well furnithed with French bot-
tles, asby way of return to their civility
I thought of forcing them for once to
fome extraordinary jollity by means of
fuch liquors as I know they tafte but
feldom. _
The Guardian 1 found ready to receive
me at the gate. He welcom’d me with

infinite goodnefs, and feem’d perfe@ly
pleafed
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pleafed with fo flattering a vifit, as he
termed it. In a moment I had the whole
brotherhood about me, which confifts of
about fifteen or fixteen, all middle-aged,
all healthy, and all very chearful. I muft
own that I was quite delighted to fhake
fo many Italian hands, and to hear my
native language uttered at once by fo
many mouths. They took me direétly to
- the church where a Poter and Ave was
foon faid; then we vifited the convent
quite  through, from the kitchen up to
the library. ‘ *

The convent ftands upon an eminence
on that end of the town which is furtheft
from the fea, and commands a profpe&
not much inferior to that of the Domi-
" cans of A/mada on the oppofite fide of
the river. ,

The habitations of the capuchins in
Italy are in general narrow, poor, and un-
adorned : but this is quite otherwife, as
the King who erected it, fpared no ex-
pence torender it acceptable to the ftran-

gers
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gers he invited over. Their church i is 4
~ noble one, and rxchly ornamented, theit
dormitories and refectory are fpacious and
high-roofed, and their celis might as well
be called very good rooms. The cieling
of their library does not want ftuccos,
nor their fhelves carvings; and the moft
‘ precious By rf/—woods have been lavithed

in it as well as all about thé convent.

As to the books in that llbrary, theré
is not as yet the tenth part of what it
might contain; and you may éafily ima-
gine that the greatelt part of them  are
{uch, as can never pretend to the honour -
of'admittance arﬁongf’c thofe of the witty
philofophers of theage. Some Latin Fi-
thers fimply bound make the firft figure
in the place: thén many School-divines
and Cafuifts, with a confiderable number
of Afceticks, and feveral colle@ions of
Italian and Portuguéfe fermons. Amongft
‘which Segueri and Vieyra hold the firft
rank, A {mall thelf is filled up with ma-
nufcripts, chiefly catechifins and prayers

in -
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in feveral Indian and African languages,
with fome inipcrfe& Grammars and Dic~
tionaries, or rather Nomenclators of thofe
fame languages, compiled by former
miffionaries and depofited there for their
fucceflors to initiate themfelves in them
before they fet out for thofe remote
countries to which they are to go aftera
reﬁdencé in Portugal of a few months.

Having fpent full two hours in that
- library, the bell called us to the refeGory.
As we entered it, the friars placed them-
felves in two rows, one facing the other,
and recited along Latin grace with a fo-
norous tone of voice, thofe of one row an=
fwering alternately to thofe of the other
with an edifying {olemnity of devotion.

We now fat to a table that runs along
the upper part of the place, and is made
in the form of a greeck I1.. They placed
me into the place of honour; thatis, the
middle pomt, the Guardian on my right,
the Zicar on the left, and the reft on each

fide, except the youngeft of them- all,

who



[ 208 1]

who mounted a fmall pulpit and began to
read a Latin compliment compofed that
very morning in commendation of fome
body prefent. That complimenf I was
obliged to fwallow up to thelaft fyllable,
in fpight of my feveral attempts to inter~
rupt the perufal, and repeated intreaties
that they would not make {o prodigious a
firanger of their own countryman. It
was that arrant rogue Bariffe who furs
nithed the orator with his theme, as I
immediately guefs’d 5. and he was liften-
ing all the'while ‘at" the ‘door, ' heartily
laughing at the difcompofure and confu-
fion of his old mafter; for which I gave
him a good box on the ear while he was

felicitating himfelf with old Kelly for his
pretty contrivance on our return home. |
“Silence being difpenfed by the Guars
dian out of favour to me, we all fell to
our vi¢tuals with a brifk appetite, and
though I had been very explicit in my
meflage of yefterday about the treatment
I expe&ed, yet Father Cook thought
proper
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proper for once to depart from his daily
method, and gave us as many Italian and
Portuguefe ragoos as hecould poffibly ma-
nufature. 'We were elevated to high
mirth during the whole dinner. Jokes
were crack’d by dozens, no matter whe-
ther witty or dull, and the bottles went
round and round with as much brifknefs
as if the Guardian and Vicar had been in
Afia. They forced even a fong out of
me in a language of which none of them
knew a fingle word, The banquet lafted
an hour longer than it would have done if
I had mot been there, and ended with

another Latin grace.
This great bufinefs being over, they
took me to the garden, the circumference
of which is near half a mile, perfeétly
 well kept, and full of the choiceft fruits.
It lies on a floping ground, and on the
higheft fide of it there is a pretty large
pond inhabited by a fort of fithes not to
be found in any other place, as they be-
lieve. The creatures, as-far as I could fee,
Vor, L. P : are
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areabout two fpans long, and half as large,
‘with a prominent bunch upon their backs,
and not good to eat like other fithes. But
- what will furprize you to hear, they are
of a nature {o gay, that they prove quite
aftonithing. Fifbes, fifbes, cried the Guar-
dian, come to your dinner, come, come.
The fithes ftarted up, {prang and tumbled
about the water, feized the many pieces
of bread that he threw to them, and then
retired out of fight. The pleafantnefs of
fuch a fcene is not to be conceived. I
begg’d that fome of the company would
preachthem a fermon, hoping they would
come out again and behave quite as well
as thofe of the Adriatick upon a certain
occafion. The Fathers took the joke,
and {miled, and wondered I had not for-
got my pretty Italian ftories in my long
abfence from my native country.

We then play’d at bowls under the
grape-bowers, and, above all, chatted

- Inceflantly. But what took my fancy

moft, was a tranflation of one of the
Cantos
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Cantos of the Ferufalem delivered in the
Genoefe.diale& which one of the.Fathers
read to the company. This, he faid,
was a juvenile compofition of his ; and I
thoughtit excellent in its kind. They are
all fubje&s of the republic of Gensa,
and have been fucceflively fo for many
years, as a medley of them, formed at
firft out of the feveral Italian ftates, was
judged inconvenient foon after their in-
troduéhon in Portugal.

‘ ‘quards evening I took my leave W1th
a million of thanks for their kindnefs and
good treatment; went to the coffee-houfe,
as ufual; then came home and {cribbled
thus far: and now I have nothing fur-
ther to tell, but that to-morrow I will
begin a journey to Mafra, Cintra, and
fome other places.

P2 L ETa-
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-LETTER XXVIIL

A fbort excurfion. Sad accommodations..
Thanks to Aurora.

Cintra, Sept. 1x, 1760,

HOSE who have never gone

twenty miles from home, .are apt+
to fancy that travelling is a.verypretty
thing. But let him who holds this opi-
nion,‘ come to travel about Portugal,
and I will fubmit to-eat thiftles if he does
not ftagger in"his 'notions about travel-
ling:

I have now been two days out of Lis-
bon, becaufe I fuffered myfelf to be fe-
duced by the defire of fecing Mafra and
Cintra. Butl pay dear for my folly, as
I have undergone more mifery during
_ thefe two days than ever fell to the fhare
of any man during two centuries. " The
“expreflion founds odd: but you know
that extreme pain makes people mad.-

The
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The deplorable account of thefe two

days hardfhips and torments is now con-
veyed to you by means of this letter from

a room on the ground-floor of " a houfe

half-ruined, that goes in this country un-
der the appellation of an inn, and would
be thought in any other a rendezvous for
witches. ‘

The furniture of this room confifts ‘of
three things. An ill-hewn bit of a fij-
plank; which by means of three crooked
fticks ‘has obtained the name of ftool;
a tottering old table as/{mooth'as a'rafp;
and a piece of coarfe and dirty canvafs
ftretch’d wide upon the dufty floor made
of broken bricks: and this is the beft
bed that this inn could afford. Ye un-
fortunate bones that crack’d fo many
times laft night upon the ftony couch at
Mafra! how fhall I fave you from
breaking by and by when extended upon
thefe uneven bricks, where I muft lay

myfelf for wearinefs ! ,
Pj But
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But let me begin the fad chronicle

from yefterday morning and bring it or-
derly down to this woeful evening : and
while I take a pinch of fnuff to quicken
my narration, take yourfelves a cordial
that your hearts may not fail you while
you ‘read it.
* Yefterday morning therefore, a little
before feven, I got into my chaife, at-
tanded by old Ke/ly on horfeback, and
fat cut for Mafra: but my brown mules
went along with fo fenatorial a pace, that
it was paft twelve when we reached a vil-
lage called Cabeza, about twelve miles
diftant from Lifbon. '

At the inn of Cabeza we ftopped
with a mind to get a dinner, if there
was any to be got. A f{miling little fel-
low thowed me to a room, which would
be a tolerable lodging for a Gypfey or
a Jew, was it not that it admits too
much light through the chinks of the
cieling or roof, and that the floor is

| o not
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not near fo well paved as the great
road. )

It prefently occurr’d that the fmiling
little fellow had miftaken Kelly and me
for the mules, and the mules for us:
therefore I ftepp’d to fee how they were
accommodated; and indeed I found that
they had been received in an apartment
much larger and cleaner than ours : how-
ever I did not think proper to change
places, becaufe, if our room had a per-

forated roof, theirs had no roof at all.
" ‘We fthould ‘have had . neither. dinner
that could be eaten, nor wine that could
be drank, if Ke/ly had not defired his wife
at all events to put fomething better than
ftraw in the box of the chaife; and the
good woman had dropp’d into it a pigeon~
pye, a roafted turkey, and a Barbary-
tongue, together with half a dozen bot-
tles of the beft wine. By means of fuch
provender we baffled the defign of the
Cabeza hoft, who wanted to poifon us
with ftinking lard and with a fowl that
R ‘my
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my negro found quite as tender as the
tail of an old alligator. The ﬁniiing
rogue! Beware of fellows that {mile for
ever !

At night we reached Mafra, about
eight miles diftant from Cabeza. The
whole country from Lifbon to Mafra
. (very few fpots excepted) may very well
difpute the praife of fterility with any de-
fart in Nubia. '

The fupper that was offered us there,
was. not a bit inferior to the dinner at
Cabeza. ~But our turkey had yet loft no
more than a wing and aleg, and of the
pigeon-pye two good thirds were ftill in
ftore. _

But when the hour came to go to bed,
what eloquence could ever exprefs the
mifery I'was to undergo! Iwas led into
a room, whofe cieling was open from
fpace to fpace. In that room there was a
bed which, though not quite {o wide as
America, had fill feveral wild nations

fcat-
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fcattered all about, all painted black,
and all as nimble as any Indians.

I will leave it for you to guefs whether
I could fhut my eyes a moment during
the whole night amidft fo many enemies!
Lucid Aurora! I humbly thank thee for
thy early coming to call me out of that
bed. Whatever fleth and blood I have
ftill left, I will henceforwards acknow-
ledge as thy gift; and thy gift likewife
‘was that appetite which permitted me
to eat half a melon for my breakfaft.

After breakfaft I paid my vifit, to the
Royal Convent, the defcription of which
you fhall have to-morrow, if ever I get
up alive from this piece of canvas, on
which I am going to lay myfelf through
mere impoflibility of kcepmg my body
in a fitting pofture.

LET-
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LETTZEZR XXVIII.
Proszeiesin: Lune. Hn/es and Holes,

and Holes again.  An o d.evening weik.

A chearful dinner.  Coins droj‘p d to a

Mary Magdalen for a ver, ood reafon.
) hag J 78

Cintra, Sept. 12. 1760,

Have had the good luck to fecure
fuch a bed for to-night, and paffed
the day befides with fo perfe@ a fatisfac-
tion, that the' dirty canvas and uneven
bricks are already forgotten. And fo goes
this fickle world ! A perpetual fhifting
from good to evil, and from evil to good.
And now the natural order of things
feems to require a defcription of the
Royal Convent: but what I have feen
to-day prefes a great deal more upon my
fancy, and my impatience of imparting
to you a fhare of the pleafure I have re-
ceived myfelf to-day, makes me invert
the laws of narration without any great

hefitation.
'This
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This morning early I quitted this place
along with my trufty Kelly. Leaving the
mules and the horfe at the inn, each of
us got aftride upon a jack-afs ; and fo
we went up 2 high and fteep mountain
to fee a convent of Feromimites which is
on the fummit of it. |

That convent could formerly contain
near a dozen of inhabitants; yet at pre-
fent there are but four or five, becaufe a
_part of it has been demolithed by the
earthquake.” What is left of /it confifts
of five or fix ‘rooms fupported by a por-
tico  that enclofes a court-yard. This
yard is paved chequer-wife with white
and blue tiles of earthen ware, and fo
difpofed as to collect all the rain-water
into a ciftern under it. The walls of the
portico are likewife incrufted with fuch
parti-colour’d tiles.

From the windows an extenfive prof-
. pe€t is commanded, as that fummit is
near a mile higher than the level of the
fea.. The eye runs freely over an immenfe

tract
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tra& of country, too much of it quite
barren. ) '

The middle parts of the hill feem
compofed of numberlefs broken rocks,
‘fome as big as houfes. Yet between rock
and rock the Fathers have cultivated fe-
veral fmall bits of ground, which fur-
nith their little community with more
pulfe and herbage than they want. It
is pity that no fruit-tree will grow there,
becaufe of the fharp air and chilling
mifts : {o that whatever fruit they have,
is fetched every- day [from  Cintra with
their other provifions, and carried up to
them upon affes of their own. But be-
fides herbs and pulfe they cultivate
‘Turkey-corn, with which they make
favoury cakes for themfelves and vifitors,
and feed poultry with the overplus.

To the fummit of that mountain there
is no accefs but by the path we went.
Every other fide confifts of cliffs upon -

cliffs, inacceffible even to goats.
As
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As the church and the convent were
originally built in a moft folid maaner,
the earthquake had not firength enough
to demolith them intirely, though it was
felt as violent there as in any other part
of Portugal: nor did any of the friars
perith, though the whole mountain was
horribly fhaken. The church ftands on
the very fpot that was formerly occupied
by a Roman temple dedicated to the
Moon, which had given the name of
Promontorium Lune to the hill. . This
fcrap of erudition I got from one of the
friars. | .

We ftay’d there about two hours; then
came ‘down afoot, our jack-affes driven
‘before us by the Negro. About mid-
mountain I hired a guide to thow us the
way to another hill near two leagues
from this. The fellow took us about and
about through a pathlefs country, partly
covered with loofe pieces of rocks, part-
ly heathy, and partly fandy. Yet from
fpace to fpace we met with numbers of .

fir
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' fir and cork-trees, with fome {mall ‘oaks
and a few other plants, that contribute
to render feveral parts of it romantically
beautiful. _ ,

The place we were going to, ftands on
‘the fummit of another mountain no lefs
high than the fuppofed Promontorium
Lune, called by the Portuguefe Cabo de
Roca, and by the Englith #he Rock of
Lifbon. 1 hope you have not forgot that
- Rock, and the pleafure it gave me when
I faw it for the firft time. It was the
Cork-Convent on)its fummit [ wanted to
vifit, and we reached it with fome dif-
ficulty, as we went to it by a crofs-road
extremely rugged and fteep, and over
feveral precipices that demanded much
attention both from us and from our
afles.

The Cork-Convent is properly a her-
mitage ; and you have but one path to
it under a kind of arch irregularly cut
through a piece of rock by the hand of

nature. That arch is about two hundred
fteps
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fteps below the hermitage, and all other
parts near that fummit are perfedly
pathlefs and not to be clamber’d.
Near that arch we left our affes in the
-cuftody of our guide, and afcended the
- reft of the mountain a-foot. And here,
ye Mufes nine, I invoke your affiftance !
Help me to an adequate defcription of
the oddeft, wildeft, moft romantic, and -
moft pleafing place that ever I was in!
The hermits had difcover'd us from
a-far ; therefore we found them ready to
receive us. We bow’d, fhook hands, and
feem’d as pleafed as if we had long been
moft intimate friends. The Father Su- .
periour afk’d us whether we had dined,
and being anfwer’d in the negative, dif-
patched one of his Friars to make fome-
thing ready as faft as poffible. He then
took us to fee the place which. begins
with a flat irregular area about forty
yards {quare.
The area is fronted by a huge rock va-
rioufly perforated ; and its various per-

fora-
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forations, caverns, or holes form the
‘hermitage. The church of it is a hole;
the facrifty a hole ; the confeffion-room
a hole ; the kitchin a hole; the dormi-
‘tory a hole ; the refectory a hole; every
cell a hole ; and the doors and windows
of all thefe holes are ftill nothing elfe
but fo many other holes. But fo narrow
are thofe which form the doors of the
cells, that fhould a man grow hydropic
while in one of them, he never would
"be able tocome out of it ; and the cells
themf{elves are fo {mall, that no-tall friar
when in his bed has room enough to ex- -
tend his legs. Yet in them they lie at
‘night upon firaw-bags, after having taken
the precaution to fhut what they call their
doors and windows with {mall planks.
Not one hole in the whole place de-
ferves the epithet of {pacious. The larg-
eft is that which they term zhe Kszchen.
A French cook would be angry at the
proftitution of fo noble a word, but the
friars are not fo fcrupulous, The {moke

of
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of that kitchen is carried out by 4 cylin-
drical perforation over the fire-place.

Dame Nature indeed was in a merry
mood when fhe took it into her fancy to
form fo whimfical a place. You cannot
conceive what little help fhe received
from art to fit it for its prefent inhabi-
tants. The.earthqﬁake fhook it to and
fro, and, they fay, with inconceivable

ielence. Yet that violence proved vain,
m ﬁa.nbt wonder at it. The demo-=
lmon of the hdrmuage cann@t be effected
bﬁ‘t by the fall of the mountain. el
UL '\What'ddds to the fingularity of this
natural edifice is, that every part in it is
covered with cork ; the walls, floors, and
all. " And this is the reafon why the Eng-
lith failors call it zke Cork=Convent. That
cork prevents the bad effeéts of the
dampnefs which would otherwife be very
inconvenient, 2s many parts of its walls
are cover'd with a thin mofs, and the
water diftils through the pores of th;

rock in very {mall drops. '

¥er. 1. Q.. From
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From the hermitage they defcend by
a range of irregular fteps to a piece of
water and to their feveral fpots of gar-
den. Not far from that water there is
another hole, .in which one of their pre-
deceflors had the patience to live the laft
twenty years of his life, without ever
quitting it day or night. At leaft you
are told fo by an infcription over that
hole, abfurdly fupported by the teftimony
of the friars themfelves, who were all
born near two centuries after, according
to the infcription, which I with fairly
deftroy’d and the hole filled up for their
‘own fake, as the place has no need of a
lye to induce people to vifit it. No hu-
man being could ever live in that hole
for feveral reafons that I will forbear to
tell. .

I faid that there is a piece of water on
that eminence, which fertilizes feveral
fpots. The friars are all gardeners and
have vegetables of various forts in great
abundance, but no fruit. The many

fteps
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fteps by which they defcend to that
water, they term humeuroufly their
evening walk ; and, abating the inconve-
nience of thé'f’ceps, it is really a pleafant
walk, thaded with many trees arid buthes.

After having vifited the whole hermi-
tage we went to dinner. In the midit of
that hole that is called the Refe&ory, a
ftone ferves them for a table whenever
the rain foices them to eat their vi€tuals
under fhelter: But to=day, as the weather
 twas.yvery fine, we chofe to dine in the
irea. 'Being a meagre day we had an
“ample dith of falt-fith moft favourily
drefs’d after the manner of the eountry
wfth garlick and pimenta, a large fallad,
and Dutch cheefe with pears, apples;
grapes, and figs, ten times more than we
could eat, good bread, and excellent wine.
During dinner the hermits kept us in’
chat with the greateft good humour;
told us of the many Englith gentlemen
and ladies that vifit them, and helpd us
to our glafles very brifkly, The wine

Q. 2 was
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was good, and we could not help drinf
ing the Englith Ladies.

Thefe hermits are of the Francifcan
order ; therefore will touch no money.'
but there is a Mary Magdalen painted
over a kind of altar in the church; and
: to Mary Magdalen-you drop a coin {lily.
It would not otherwife be in the power
of this little community to furnith their
numerous vifitors with meat and drink,
and entertain befides a good number of
poor ' people 'who vifit the place, partly
out of devotion" and - partly to get a
meal: They admit ladies to vifit the her-
mitage when they are in company - with
gentlemen ; otherwife mot: and as to
‘women of low rank, they are not allowed
to afcend beyond the Arch mentioned
before, except on fome feftival days.

About an hour after dinner we took
our leave and went back to our affes who
had leifurely cropp’d the thiftles about,
while our guide and the Negro feafted
merrily upon hcmngs, cheefe, and fruit,

- con-
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convey’d to them with a fufficient quan-
tity of bread and wine by one of the fa-
thers.

And now I may truly fay that I have
{een the ftrangeft folitude that ever was
inhabited by men, amidft the moft plea-
fing affemblage of craggs, rocks, trecs,
and bufhes that can poffibly be fancied ;
the whole commanding a moft wide and:
amazing profpe, as from thence you
difcover a vaft tract of the ocean with
many.of the caftles and habitations at the
mouth of the Tagus; 'the tops' 'of the
Royal; Convent of Mafra, feveral vil-
lages and hamlets, with many fingle
cottages fcatter'd over a long chain of
uneven mountains, fome of which are
perfetly rocky and barren; fome fhaded
with oaks, fir-trees, and cork-trees; and
{fome cover’d with vinés, olive-trees, and
lemon or orange-groves, befides num-
berlefs other plants of every kind and
generation,
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