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- mnains that makes the blood run cold a¢
the thought!

Nor is Lifbon the only pl"ace‘ in Portu~-
gal that has undergone this woeful vifi-
tation. I am told that other towns have
fuffer’d ftill more in proportion. One in
particular called Setdbal was fo perfectly
deftroyed that not one perfonefcaped !

But I will quit this fubje. It fills
one with fadnefs' to' no manner of pur-
pofe.: \

L'ETTER XX
The laying of a fundamental fione. A pa;:
triarchal pomp. Pied-horfes.

I-".ifbon, Sept. 3, 1760.
“¥ Have féen the¢ King of Portugal and
& his whole court.in great gala, this
being a2 memorable anniverfary; as his
Majefty this day three years narrowly
efcaped being treacheroufly murdered by
the Duke d’Aveiro and his aflociates.
TR That

RERE S S '
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That was a bloody tranfaion, and no
lefs incomprehenfible than bloody. Itis
not eafily conceived that the Duke fhould
be prompted and follicited to take away
his Sovereign’s life by many relations and
friends, and by the whole body of the.
Portuguefe jefuits : that foexecrable acon-
| fpiracy thould require the concurrence of
many, ‘when at laft it was to be executed
by a few : that the dreadful fecret fhould
beentrufted with menand women, mafters,
and fervants, ecclefiaftics and lay-men,
and not one out of fome hundred thould
be tempted by hope, impelled by terror,
or induced by a better motive to difcover
it in time: that fuch a fecret fhould fo
faithfully be kept by the whole gang of
the confpirators as not even to be fuf-
peced by fo wary and fufpicious a govern
ment! all thisis quite incomprehenfible.
But let us come to the gala.

In that village called Be/ém, already
named, a wooden edifice has been erected
within thefe few days upon the very fpot

o L4 where
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whére his Majefty was fired at by fhc
murderers.

This edifice is eighty of my fteps in
| length and five and twenty broad. The
infide of it was hung with a kind of red
ferge firiped and fringed with a tinfel-
lace: In the middle of it was placed an
altar glorioufly adorned. = Facing the al-
tar there were two pews, one for the King
and the other for the Queen, befides a
J{maller for Don Baftian Fofeph de Carvalho
fecretary of State. Under the Queen’s
pew there was a kind of cthrone for Cars
dinal Saldanha the patriarch. The re-
mainder of the place was occupied pell=
mell by the nobility of the kingdom; fo-
reign minifters, and sll ftrangers well
drefs’d: The patriarch’s attendants how-
ever, as well as the muficians, had fome
benches to themfelves.

As the day proved inexpreffibly hof,
the doors and windows of the edifice
were kept open during the ceremony, {6
that the numberlefs {pe&ators from with«

\ ’ out
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dut :erijoyed.it near as well as thofe
within.
About nine o’clock Secretary Garvalho
made his appearance preceded by many
| gentlemen, ‘many fervants, a drummer,
and a trumpeter, all on horfeback. He
‘was alone in a coach drawn by fix grey
horfes, attended by two grooms on foot,
.one on each fide of the coach, and by
five and twenty of the King’s horfe~
“guards. ‘ '
~He had fcarcely alighted and got to his
pew, when behold the Patriarch! Ex-
cepting the Pope, there is no ecclefiaftic
in the world that is ever furrounded with
fo great a pomp ds this Patriarch. But
his revehue, they fay, amounts to thirty
thoufand pounds fterling, and fo he may
well afford it. .
Two coachés full of priefts began the
march. Then followed fifty of his Emi-
nence’s fervants walking two and two in
blue liveries trimm’d with a crimfon filk-
lace, all uncover'd, all well powder’d,
and
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and all wearing large cloaks that reached
the ground. A prieft on horfeback went
before them, holding up a filver-crofs
fix’d on the top of a ftick filver’d over.
'Then followed feven coaches. The two
firft were occupied by his Eminence’s ec-
clefiaftical officers. In the third was the
Patriarch himfelf with his mafter of the
ceremonies who kept his back to the
horfes. Two priefts walk’'d on foot, one
on this fide of the coach and the other on
the other. Each bore in his hand an um-
brello of crimfon-velvet, fring’d round
with gold. They were both fo tall, that
they put me in mind of Doxn Fracaffa and
DonTempeflain the poém of Ricciardetto.
The coach of the Patriarch both within
and without was lined with blue velvet,
gilt and painted very much and very well.
Then followed his ftate=-coach empty, {o
rich and fo fine that Queen Semiramis
would not have thought it unworthy of
herfelf. Then three more coaches full

again of officers ; I mean ecclefiaftics-all,
even
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even fome of the fifty that walk’d in pro-
ceffion.. Each of the four firft coaches
was drawn by fix pied-horfes; that is,
horfes ftreak’d with black and white,
which, it feems, are not fo uncommon
in Portugal and Spain, as they are in
other countries. ‘'They all galop’d; but
their galopping was fo clofe and fhort,
that the attendants on foot could keep
up with it, though they walked with
great flownefs and folemnity. The three
next coaches, inftead of horfes, had fix.
mules each, much finer than any I ever
faw in Ifaly. The Patriarch was drefs’d
in his great pontificals. And how did he
look ? In Petrarch’s words
Stavafi tutto umile in tanta ghria.

. While this noble proceffion was advan-
cing towards the wooden edifice, more
than twenty other coaches, each drawn
by fix mules, appeared from feveral parts,
and in them were the dignitaries and ca-
nons of Lifbon-Cathedral.” They all
alighted at the door of the edifice and

‘ walk'd
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walk'd partly to the right and partly to
the left of the Patriarch’s throne. I had
quitted my chaife and borrowed Batifte’s
horfe, that I might look at all the great
folks with better convenience. Was I
pleafed with fo magnificent a thow, or
was I difgufted by {o vain a parade? I
was pleafed, becanfe I am no morofe phi-
lofopher. Such fights are naturally de-
lightful, and I never found my account
4n countera¢ting nature. I overheard an
‘Englithman damn the puppet-thow, and
thought him ill-natured or difcontented.
The King then came in a coach and
fix, the horfes black and white like the
Patriarch’s, furrounded with four and
" twenty of his horfe-guards. Don Pedro.
was with him. The Queen followed im-
mediately with her four daughters and an
elderly lady, all in one coach, with four
more coaches, two before and two be-
hind, full of ladies, all coaches and fix.
‘Her Majefty was environed by a troop of

her own horfe-guards, who are much
better
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better drefs'd than the King’s, and, as I
am told, all foreigners, chiefly Irith,
Scotch, and Germans. She and the Prin-
cefles were moft magnificently drefs'd,

wearing moft ample hoops, their heads;

necks, breafts, arms, waifts, and feet
glittering with jewels. The Princefles
have very fine fhapes, fine complections,
and the fineft eyes that can be feen. One
of them (I think the third, but am not
fure)as far as my wretched eyes could
jﬁ&gé%t ‘the diftance of feven or eight
yards, is a ftriking beauty.)1 was/pleafed
to'fee'them fo lively and hopping out of
the coach with fo much nimblenefs.

In the pew they all kneeled for a mo-
ment, except the Queen who fat down
and fell a-reading and kiffing the leaves
of her book. As fhe did this more than
forty times in a few minutes I afk’d what
was the meaning of that kiffing, and was
anfwer'd that it was her Majefty’s cuftom
to kifs the name of God, of our blefled
Lady, and of all Saints and Angels in any

book
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book that fhe reads. This fingularity
brought to my mind an Englith Philo-
fopher (Mr. Boyle, if I do not miftake)
who ufed to bow whenever God’s name
was mentioned. - |

. The Queen lay’d down her book and
a great Te. Deum was fung with much
noife of mufic. The Te Deum was fol-
low’d by the litanies.

. The King then got up, and attended
by.Don Pedro, Secretary Carvalho, ‘and
fome other gentlemen of his court, de-
{cended into'a kind of hole about breaft-
high, where filver-fhovels, filver-ham-
mers, and other impléments of ‘mafonry
had been placed before hand with ftones,
brick, and mortar. His Majefty put
fome gold and filver medals at the bottom
of that hole and cover'd them with a
quadrangular ftone; then both he and
his attendants took up their fthovels, and
fell a covering that {tone with bricks and
mortar, beating the bricks with the ham-

mers from time to time, as they were
diretted
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direted by a gentleman, who, I fuppofe, )
is the King’s architet, And thus was
placed the fundamental ftone of a moft
noble church, which is to be forthwith
ere&ed there by way of Ex-vofo to our
blefled Lady for the miraculous deliver-
ance the King obtained through her
means from the blunderbuffes of the
Duke d’Aveiro and the other affaffins.

In a few minutes the bufinefs of lay-
ing the ftone was over, during which I
could not help Wondering at fome vulgar
women who, lookmg through one 'of
the windows, laughed immoderately at
the mafons, probably becaufe they were
fomewhat aukward at their new trade,
and this difcompofed a little the gravity
of the by-flanders. Yet no body took
any particular notice of their imperti-
_nence.

The King and hls company returned
to their places, and as foon as they were
{eated, the Patriarch quittihg his throne
ftood up to the altar and celebrated a

‘high
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 high mafs affifted by his dignitaries and

canons with the ceremonies obferved by
the Cardinals to the Pope, when his Ho-
linefs. officiates in the moft folemn
fun&ions. During the mafs the mufi- -
cians play’d and fung moft glorioufly.
The King has a good many. in his fer-
vice, and, what is remarkable, more than
forty Italians, partly fingers and -partly
players upon feveral infiruments.

The mafs lafted 2 full hour, and was
followed by the patriarchal benediction,
‘after which the company broke ‘up and
1 levery body went home tired and fatigued.
‘The heat without was great, as the fun
fhone very bright, but within was . quite
‘intolerable. . '

At fome diftance from the edifice there
was all the while a foot battalion upon
guard, the common men ill-dreffed and
~ ill-comb’d. They were not allow’d to
fire as they do in Italy upon the like oc-
cafions ; and this I thought judicioufly
ordered, as they would have frighted the;

horfes
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horfes and mules, and made them pr’éﬁéd
over the multitude: and I was alfo
pleafed to fee feveral officers repeatedly
comimand the horfe-guards to keep clofe
and ride foft]y, that no body might be
hurt.

The day‘Befbfe‘ yeﬁerday at the Ana
phitheatre I had feén a good number of
ladies; To-day I faw many more at the
wooden edifice, dnd had reafon to be
pleafed at the fight in both places. To-
day efpecially they were all richly drefs'd,
thick-fet with jewels, and many'of them -
very ‘handfome. * They are in general
much fairer than ofie would expe in fo
lot a latitude, which makes me fuppofe.
that they take cate not to go much in
the fun. Almoft all have open counte-
naﬁces and fimpering locks. A good
contraft to theit men, whofe fkins are
rather fwarthy, and whofe faces are ful-
len and grave, even when they attempt
to fmile, which they do often enough.
The falutation of men to ladies confifts

Vor. I, M in
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~in a fhort and qmck genuﬁexxon, fuch
as we make in Italy to our beft Madoiza s
‘when we are in a hurry. But this com-
pliment the ladies fcarcely return with a
nod, efpecially to inferiors. The gentle-
men embrace each other with great re-
fpe¢t when they meet, and klfs each
other’s left fhoulder.

I am told that no body -in Llibon is
allowed to have horfes to his coach
chaife, or other vehicle, except the Royal
Famﬂy, Minifters. of State;  Patriarch,
foreign Minifters; and a few others. The
reft make ufe of mules. Portugal, they
fay, does not abound in herfes, and the
’Portugufzfe are obliged to fmﬁggle many
eut of Spain, whence the fale is forbid-
den under fevere penalties.

Female drefs is no where variated o
much as amongft the low women in this
- country. Some hide themfelves under
veils of different ftuffs and coIours, and
fome appear quite uncovered. Some have
their hair plaited up, fome let it flow

down
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" down their fhoulders, and fome confine
it in one or more hanging trefles. Some
have coifures after the French manner, and
fome wear hats after the ‘Englith, Many
adorn their heads with ribbonds, and
many with natural or artificial flowers.
The earthquake has been the caufe of fo
great a variety on this parucular As it
has deprived the greateft part of them of
their wearing apparel, they drefs now as
“well as they can, and have no prevalent
or national faﬂnon ‘

LETTER XXIL

Another fine Profpect. Rhyme and blank-
verfe. Heavenly life at the Feronimites.
Banks of the Tagus again. Sowing of
Salt.

Lifbon, Sept. 5, 1760.

- S I was looking yefterday into a
Portuguefe book, I took notice

that it was printed en Liffoa Occidental.
M2 ' What
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What means, faid I, this Occiderital Lif-
bon 2 Is there any other befides this ¥
 No fuch thing, quoth the French
bookfeller.  Some Lufitanian Literati af=
firm, that the ancient O/fpo ftood on the
oppofite fide of the rivers becaufe an an-
cient infcription was once found there in
which O/fipo is mentioned. Upon this.
fcanty foundation and to make a parade
of erudition, fome of them beftow that
epithet of Occidental on this town, with-
out confidering, that, were their conjec-
tures true, ftill there would be no room
for that diftin&ion, as no book was ever
printed en Lifboa Oriental. -

How far the bookfeller is right or
wrong 1 cannot determine. However,
thought I, I will go and vifit the op-
pofite fide of the river, and fee if I can
find out any thing worth a paragraph in
aletter. A place fufpected by the learned
to have been Lifbon, well deferves a vifit.
- In confequence of this refolution this *
morning early I got into a boat with Ba-

tifte,
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- #iffe, and fajled away to the other fide of
the Tagus. \

*The bank of the river on that fide 1
found a great deal higher than this, 1t
is a perfe&t mountain. But where I land-
ed there is no houfe nor room to build
any. I faw a path that leads up to the
top of the hill, and clamber’d up. The
path is :gréggy and difficult enough. On
the fummit there are two willages, one
called Caftillo, the other Almada.

Caftillo has nothing that is remarkable,
except the néw ruins of an old-fathion’d
caftle, perhaps moorith, which probably
gave name to the village. Itis fituated
on a cliff made in the form of a fugar-
loaf, and I am told that it was decay’d
and uninhabited even before the earth-
quake reduced it in its prefent condition.

At Almada, which is about a mufket-
fhot f:omﬁCq/lillo, "I enter’d a fmall Do~
minican convent, whofe cloifter-walls
are incrufted with tiles painted blue, and

fo very neat and clean, that the very
M 3 look-
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looking on them is cooling in. this hot

weather. 'The church which belong’d to
- the convent was thrown down by the
firft thock of the earthquake, and the
fhattered bodies of about twenty men and
fix times more women were dug out of
its ruins. The convent ftood the con-
cuffion, fo that none of the friars perith-
ed but that one who was faying mafs in
the church. ’ '

From the windows on the weft-fide
you have a profpeét which excels even
that of Mount Edgecombe in Devonthire,
»as from thence you have Lifbon full in
your eyes : then Bellém, Cqfcdes, St. Fy=
lian, and all the villages, caftles, forti-
fications, and other buildings along the
river down to the fea, with an immenfe
landfcape furrounding all this, boundqd
on one fide by the Rock of Lifbon already
mentioned, and in other places by other
hills whofe names I know not. The
profpe&t from the eaft-windows is like~
wife very fine, though not {o ftriking, as

1§

4
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it.confifts only of a long range of hills
covered with vineyards interfperfed with
numberlefs fruit-trees of every kind,
- elpecially oranges and lemons, with
houfes and cottages from place to place.
Charming Almada! though not embel-
lithed by any better building than the
Dominican convent, certainly becaufe
there is no means of reaching fo high a
place but on foot or on a mule, Both
“Alniada and Cafiille were little lefs than
levelled to the ground by the earthquake.
After having enjoy’d the profpedts to
my fatisfaction, I rolled down the craggy
path again, got to the boat and went to
{ee an Englith hofpital which ftands a
little lower down on the fame fide of
the river, and at the foot of the hill,
where the ground juts out a little into
the water. But there I faw nothing worth
notice, except the Phyfician to the hof~
pital, an old and ill-bred gentleman ;
perhaps rendered ill-bred by jealoufy, as
he has had the weaknefs -at fevchty to
M 4 | marry



[ 168 ]

marry a pretty Portugyefe girl of cighteen,
He look’d very crofs when he faw me enter
the garden of the hofpital, becaufe the
young lady was th‘c.n in it gathering fome
fruit. As he had anfwer’d rather uncivil-
ly fome civil queftion I had put to him,
I was tempted to make him fret:a little
by addreﬁing her and begging' a grape
out of her batket. However I refifted
the temptation, as I reflected that I may
myfelf poffibly be guilty of thefame folly
at his age, if ever I reach it. Therefore,
after having taken a tour of the garden, I
made him a bow, got again into the
boat, and failed up the river, ftill on the
fame fide, to the houfe of one O<Ned/,
an Irith wine-merchant, whofe ample
cellars are worth feeing,
I found Mr. O¢Neal quite the reverfa
" of the Phyfician. As he faw me in
a heat, he made me drink fome of his
beft wine, gave me a bifket, offer'd any
other refrethment I chofe, and was even
kind in the fame way to Bariffe an_dAmy
boat-
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boatmen, nor would he (2) accept of any
pecumary equivalent. l

.The houfe Mr. O‘Neal has there, is
dcfended,from the encroachments of the
river by a firong mole of large flat ftones.
From that mole I enjoyed the fight of
two Negros {fwimming and playing gam-
bols in the water. Had I never feen blacks
before, I had miftaken them for fome
particular fpecies of fith, They fprang
out of the water and wheel'd upon it, s
tumblers do upon firm ground.-. For a
tew reis I made them fing feveral fongs
in their Mo ﬁzmbzgue language, of which
U'comprehend nothing but that they
were in rthyme. I withed myfelf a mu-
fician, only to take down the tunes of
w hat they fung, though very fimple with
regard to harmony. |

Several writers both of Italy and of
England have afﬁrmed, that rhymc is

) a
(a) I recommend him to tba_/é of my Englifh readers who

deal in Portugal-wine. [ am pefitive he deferves cuftomers

Jor bis kindnefs to thirfly people, even 1ohen they are pere
J2étly unknown to him, as was my eafes
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a monkifh invention ; but I think them
widely miftaken. It is not to be fuppofed
that the Africans were taught rhyming
by Miflionaries, who have other bufinefs
when in thofe regions than that of teach-
ing rhyme or blank.verfe to the natives.
1 heard once in Venice fome Arabian fongs
which were in rhyme, and there is a
French account of Arabia (wrote by a
~ traveller whofe name I cannot at prefent
recolle@®) in which fome poetry of that
wandering nation is preferved, all in
rhyme. One Geages an Englifhman (who
fuggefted to Cromswell the fcheme of tak-
ing Famaice from the Spaniards) in a
printed account of America has given us
an old Mexican fong (words and mufick)
which is in rhyme, and compofed long
before Columbus was born. Thefe and a
multitude of other fuch reafons have.
convinced me, that rhyme is no monkifh
invention, but one of the natural effentials
of the poetry of all nations, ancient as well

as modern, Greek and Latin only except-
' ed,
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ed, whofe verfes had feet inftead of
rhymes. It is therefore blank-verfe that
is to be confidered as not nmatural to
poetry, and to be deemed an invention,
as it really was, and not a very ancient
one.

But let me take my leave of the cour-
teous O’ Nea/, and crofs the Tagus again
as I go down the ftream. I was fet on
thore at Bellém, where I enter’d a moft
fcurvy inn for a bad dinner. ~ Then I vi-
fited a famous convent of Jeronimites;
an order we have not in. Piedmont, and
not very common in other parts of weft-
ern Italy. " |

The church of that convent is aGually
repairing, as its roof was thrown down
by the earthquake. The fcaffolding
ereted for this_purpofe did not permit
me to- fee much of it. I only could fee
that it is one of the largeft 1 ever faw, .
built with fine marble of various ,colours,“
and adorned with the richeft altars. The
architeture of the whole edifice was

originally
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originally gethic, but fome parts of the
convent are fo no longer. * The twq gal-
Jeries or cloifters which run one over the
~ other, contain a number of ftatues, fome
-of the mofk popular faints, and fome of
faints whofe names and characer I am
not acquainted with, though the legend
was my favourite book when I wasa boy.

There are a hundred and thirty mafs-
friars in this convent, and I don’t know
how many lay-ones. Their cells are
wery good rooms. Thofe who are lodged
on the water-fide; may from | their win-
dows enjoy the fight of the thips incef-
fantly going up and.down the river. The
back apartments command a fpacious
garden and a piece of uneven ground,
wall'd in and full of olive-trees.

Amongft thofe trees are feveral little
cells and chapels belonging to feveral
. paultry finners of low condition who have
zepented, and are allowed to live there in
perfet idlenefs; which: way of confum-
ing time is by them termed Vida celefte,

‘ a hea-
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@ heavenly life; nor is the appellation
much amifs in' my opinion, if it be taken
. in the poetical fenfe ; as the privilege of
living without working, is really the
chief blefling of this life. "They fubfitt
upon mere accidental alms, of which they
have plenty by the interceflion of St
ferome, who like them lived in a cell or
cave in the midft of a défart, and of
courfe makes it his particular bufinefs -
that his followers be abundantly fupplied.
As this convent is of royal foundation,
you may be fure that the friars in it have
a Better chance for their dinners than ca~
{ual charities. They live very comfort-
ably and have mno -other obligation but

that of praying fome hour every day for
their original benefactor and - his fuccef-
fors. ‘This duty they are forced to per-
form regularly, whether they areinclined” -
to it or not. - But the pious founders of
religious houfes never thought that fre-
quent and regular praying muft prove a.
hardfhip, and always took it for granted
that



| D7 ]

that a number of men well fed, warmly
drefs’d, and conveniently lodged; would
never repine to folicit heaven for their
~ deliverance out of purgatory. They fup-
pofed that when worldly cares were re-
moved, devotion would regularly take
pofleffion of the heart, and I wifh that
they had never been miftaken. -

The church there, was formerly (and
may be fo ftill for what I know) the
burial-place of the Kings and Queens
of Portugal. Iam told there are in it
feveral of - their fepulchral monuments;
but I could not fee them becaufe of the
fcaﬂ"o]dmg
- One of the Padres who fhowed me the
place, encouraged me to eat of the fine
grapes of the garden, and I can tell you
that you have fcarce any {o good in Italy. .
Their figs are alfo excellent. They have
many Brafilian plants in that garden,
particularly that called Banana. They
all grow in the open air, and with no
particular culture that I could fee. By

this
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thxs you may Judge -of- the heat of this
climate. .

As I failed up againto L _/60;1, I enjoyed
-again from the boat the fine profpe& I
‘had from the packet on my arrival. It is
really as enchanting as can poflibly be
conceived. By Bellém there is a noble
firu&ure called Pago de Vaca (the Palace
of the Cow, an odd name) where the
King’s horfes are educated for the ma-
nage,. It is embellithed with bufts and
ftatues, partly placed in niches and partly
on the ridge of its walls. . Then the pa~
lace called the Vice-gueen’s of the Indiess
that .of Marquis Gingez; that of the
French Ambaflador ; that of the late Pa-
triarck ; that of the prefent Patriarch;
that of the Secretary of State for the ma=
rine department ; the fortrefs called La
Fonqueira ; the palace that was occupied
by Cardinal Acciajoli. the Pope’s Nuncis,
lately driven out of Portugal in a very
- abrupt and rough manner: then that of
Count Ribeira; that of Don Emanuel,

uncle
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uncle to his prefent majefty; that of Se-
cretary Carvalho, and another which has
been deg\‘radcd to a jail for ftate-crimi-
nals, not far from which ftood hetretofore
that of the Duke &' Aveirs, which is now
nearly demolifhed, ’pur’fuant to the fen=

tence that was paft on its maftér,
All thefe and other ftructures, whofe
names I'have forgotten, would not mis=
becomne the nobleft of our Italian towns, -
They adorn the intermediate fpace be-
tween ~Be//e"m; and Lifbon; nor has the
" ‘earthquake ‘damaged them much. Yet
they are not the only decoration of that
part of the fhore. There is befides avaft
number of houfes, as I faid already, all
white, with their windows and window-
fhutters or lattices painted green. When -
the ftones of the D’ Aveirs paldce ate res
moved (which, by the bye, is done care<
fully that they may not be fpoilt, as they
are ‘worth preferving)- and ‘the fpot is
made level, falt is'to be fowed upon it,
that it may never bear any grafs : - which
to



[ 177 ]
to me feems a very unjuft punithment ina
fli¢ed upon a poor piece of ground that
certainly had no part in the crime of its
owner : and after the fowing of that fup-
pofed enemy to fertility, a high marble-
column is to be erected in the centre of
that fpot with an infcription upon it, to
perpetuate the infaniy of that bloody
traitor, whofe chara&er (if I am not mif-
informed) was a hateful mixture of the
grofleft ignorance and the moft brutal
pride. "Men will determine accordingito
their different’ difpofitions; “and'he had
a’punétilious abhorrence to that fort "of
honour which is at prefent generally dif-
regarded throughout Europe, and tho-
roughly exploded from France, where
even the greateft Lords are ambitious of
being a-kin to a certain fort of women.
As1 was coming back towards even-
ing, 1 took the King-George-Packet in
my way, drank a bumper with my fea-
faring gentlemen, and had a touch at the
bag-pipe. They have promifed to come
Vor. L. N and
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and dine with me before they fet fail for
Falmouth.

LETTER XXIIL
A fpecimen of poetical flyle. An aqueducl.

Lifbon, Sept. 6, 1760,

| PO N the report of others I have
in a former letter mentioned the
Arfenal they are actually building here.
But I have been this day an ocular ad-
mirer myfelf of its amplitude, and will
venture to fay that if the fimalleft clofet in
it .was turned into a ball-room, we
might have a dance in it of all the giants
and giantefles ever. dream’d of by the
noble Don Quixote whenever the moon
was at the fulleft. Indeed when it is fi-
nithed (if ever it is) the poets of this
country will be juftly entitled to fay in
- their ufual emphatic ftrain, that 7 z/e
wewo-built metropolis of the Lufitanien em-
pire (true and affonifbing abridgment of
puiffant Affiria, dreaded Nacedonia, fcien-
tific Greeee, and all-conguering Roiie) there
75
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is fo vaft, fo beautiful, and fo coffly an edi=
Jice, as may without exaggeration be com=
pared to the mountainous temple of the
chafte Ephefian Goddefs, to the unmeafur~
able maufoleum of the faithful and forrow-
Jul Artemifa, to the incomprehenfible Nau-
machian fiructures of the moft magnificent
though moft blood-thirfly Dioclefian, and
even to thofe terror-firiking pyramids erect-
ed on the extenfive fhores of the ever-fertile
“Ethiopian river, whofe pondergfity has made
the Egyptian provincés groan for centuries
and centuries, —and whofe " [harp-pointed
- fummits pz'erce the far-fpreading darknefs
that environs the adamantine throne of great
Fupiter's refplendent queen, and feem to
challenge to mortal and everlafting war
the moft diftant, moft numerous, and moft
unpropitious confiellations.

I will not {ay that this manner of wri-
ting is adopted by all themodern poets of
Portugal: but amongft that infinity of
fonnets juft publithed on the laying of the
fundamental ftone of the church, which

N2 is
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is to be dedicated to the Nofz Senhora da
Liberagaom, a good many ran very much
in this ftyle: and I dare to fay, that if
this encomium on the new Arfenal was
to be turned into a Portuguefe ode, it
would not meet here with univerfal dif
approbation.

To be ferious, this Arfenal is a huge fa-
brick, and, in the opinion of many, quite
difproportionate to the ufe intended.
However, there is never any great harm
in public edifices being too large, becaufe
thofe parts in‘them which are fuperfluous
one way, may eafily be made ferviceable
another. ‘Thus many rooms in this
may be turned upoﬁ occafion into grana~
ries, ftore-rooms, quarters for foldiers,
hofpitals, and other fuch receptacles, of
which there are never enough in great
capital cities. ,

This edifice T vifited this morning:
but I went to fee another of another kind
in the afternoon, which furpafles it by far
in point of bulk as well as magnificence.

"I mean



[ 181 ]

I mean the Agueduct in the valley of A/-
cdntara, by which Lifbon is fupplied with
almoft all the water that is ufed by the
inhabitants.

That valley is funk between two rocky
and barren declivities. The Aquedué
for about a quarter of a mile,” which is
the breadth of the valley, runs tranf-
verfely over it, from the fummit of the
weftern declivity to the oppofite fummit
of the eaftern. A long range of fquare
pillars fupports it: and to give you an
idea of thefe- pillars, it is enough to fay,
that one of their fides meafures near
twelve, and the other near thirteen times
the length of my {word, which was the
only inftrument I had to take fuch mea-
fures; and the {pace between the two
middle-moft pillars is fuch, both in
breadth and height, that a fifty-gun fhip
with her fails {pread might pafs through
without obftruction. However, all the
pillars are not of equal dimenfions with
the two central. They grow lower and

-
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lIower, and the fpaces betwixt them di-
minifh gradually on either fide the valley,
as the ground gradually rifes on either .
fide. ' :

The pillars fupport an architrave whofe
middle is formed into a canal, through
which the water runs: and there is room
enough left for three or four men to walk
abreaft along the architrave on each fide
the canal which is vaulted the whole
length, and adorned from fpace to fpace
with Lucarnes made in the form of little
temples, ~each rof ;which has a door or
'aperture large enough for a man to get
at the water and clean the bottom of the
canal in cafe of neceflity.

The whole of this immenfe fabrick is

of fine white marble dug out of aquarry
- nota mufket-fhot diftant: and I am told
that about a league further off there are
fome other parts of it which have their
fhare of grandeur, though by no means
comparable to what is {een inthis valley.
The carthquake had fpoilt it in two or
' ' three
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three places: but the damage proved in-
confiderable and was eafily remedied.
And indeed I wonder not if it withftood
the thocks. A concuffion violent enough
to effe& its deftru&ion, would fhatterthe
whole kingdom of Portugal.

When a man has once {een fucha ftruc-
ture as the Aqueduét of Alcdntara, there
is no danger of his ever forgetting it, as it
is the nature of grand obje&s to force re-
membrance. As long as 1live I {hall pre-

m%&thglmage of it, along with that of
the valley which is rendered do confplcu-
ous by it.

However, if there was no fuch thmcr
as that glorious Aquedu&t in that valley,
ftill I thould never forget the valley itfelf,
becaufe of an adventure I metin it of a
pretty fingular kind. But the vifit to the
two edifices, which was performed on
foot and in the heat of the day, has fati-
gued me fo much, that the account of it
mutt be dclay’d till to-morrow.

N4 LET-
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LETTER XXIV.

Lapidation performed in a wvalley, Good
Kiothers.
Lifbon, Sept. 7, 1760,
HILE I am waiting for the
Y barber I may as well tell my ad-
venture of yefterday in the Valley of A/~
cantara. ”

After having fully fatisfied my curiofi-
ty with regard to the noble Aquedud,
we turned back the way we went, But
as we afcended one fide of the valley we
met with five or fix men wrapp’d up to
their nofes in their ample cloaks, which
it is the cuftom here to wear both winter -
and fummer. They pull’d off their hats,
and we pull'd off ours, becaufe this is
another cuftom of the people here, to
give each other this token of refpect
whenever they meet about the country.
But the cloak'd fellows had not gone
twenty yards from us, when, turning

fuddenly
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{uddenly back, they began to hurl ftones
at us with fuch precipitance and fury,
as could not be defcribed by the beft
Balearick poet of Majorca.

What is the meaning of this? cried I
to my landlord Mr. Kelly.

Run for your life was the anfwer:
and he took to his heels with fuch cele-
tity as if he had utterly forgot that he is
full feventy.

What could I do on feeing myfelf thus
abandoned by my auxiliary troops ? Spare
me the mortification of owning, that I
made my retreat with as much hafte as
I could, and thus baffled the cruel inten-
tion of the villains, and the fatal confe-
quence that might have enfued from that

unexpetted lapidation. -
"~ And now tell me, dear brothers, the
motive that induced them to treat me
and my fellow-walker in {o barbarous a
manner ?

Sir, fays Kelly with an air of triumph,
will you ftill laugh at me when I tell you

that
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that you tarry too late at the Englith
Coffee-houfe ? Upon my foul, one night
or other you will fee what it is in this
country to come home at eleven and
alone! .

But here is the barber, and I muft not
make him wait.

A PosTSCRIPT in the evening. My
Landlord has given you a hint that Iam
fo imprudent as to {fpend an hour or two
inthe evening at a coffee-houfe, where
all manner of ftrangers refort, efpecially
of the Englifh nation. Not one of thofe
firangers have I as yet heard fpeak fa-
vourably of the Portuguefe. On the con-
trary they all join to paint them in the
blackeft colours, and would fain per-
fuade any new comer, that ‘this is the
moft unpolifhed, moft inhofpitable, and
moft hateful nation under the fun. But
notwithftanding their inveltives I was
until yefterday-cevening rather inclined to

a contrary opinion, as fuch affertions
{fquared
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fquared not with my firft curfory obfer-
vations. I had taken notice that the
Portuguefe are very refpectful to each
other, and quick to bow to any body
they meet out of a croud: that they are
enthufiaftic admirers of women, and treat
them with a pleafing mixture of obfe-
quioufnefs and gallantry : that they have
a ftrong mufical turn, and are fond of
{pending the firft part of the night in
finging and playing about the fireets;
nor had I feen any  thing deferving cen-
fure in their general behaviour at church.

Thefe obvious charateriftics of the
Portuguefe I thought rather incompatible
with treachery and unprovoked inhuma-
nity ; befides that I know enough of
mankind to be tolerably acquainted with
their vile antipathies and with their readi-
nefs feverally to abufe and depreciate
their neighbours upon the flighteft pro-
vocation, and often upon no provocation
at all. No nation upon record has yet
found grace before another, and each is

thought:
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thought deteftable by the reft. This,
aniverfal brutality in the grofs of man-
kind, made me unwilling to believe the
many bad things repeatedly told me of
the Portuguefe; and I thould have per-
fifted unthaken in my incredulity, had it
not been for that iniquitous lapidation,
which, I think, has given me ground
enough to credit in a good meafure the
uniform accufations brought againft them
by all men of other nations that have re-
fided here.

You 'may poffibly upbra1d me ftill for
my feeming facility in adopting this
harfh opinion, and infift that my mo-
‘tive is ftill very flight’and equivocal. And
indeed I really with I could perfuade my-
- {elf that the low part of this nation is
not a mafs of villains, and that the fel-
lows in that Valley are by no means to
be confidered as the legal reprefentatives
of their peers, but only as a groupe of
rogues who met unluckily together by
mere chance.

But
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But that I may put you ina conditioh
to judge adequately of this matter, I
muft alfo tell you, that yefterday like-
wife, as we were going to fee that Aque-
dué, a parcel of children followed us at
fome diftance in a moft clamorous man=
ner, and loaded us with fuch execrable
contumelies, as generally furpafs the
abilities of children in other countries.

The impotent infult of thofe growing
rafcalsy. I thould have forgot as foon as it
was over, but for an ugly circumftance
that attended it. 'The circumiftance was,.
that feveral women, on hearing that fud-
den vociferation, rufh’d out from feveral
quarters, and joining with the perverfe
children, encouraged them to give us
more and more of their abufive language,
and made them follow us much longer
than they would otherwife have done if
they had been left to themfelves. Some
of thofe women were apparently mothers
to fome of thofe children; and what
judgment can a man pafs upon a nation,

when



