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I afk him humberlefs queftions about -
Malabdr and Madagafear; and tell him,
by way of exchange, all that I know of
Milan and Venice. Be rno longer cott-
cerned at my fituation : I am very well
off 5 and this voyage (hall bc chearfully
performed
I promifed yefterdiy to fpeak a httle
more of the Englifh. Let us then begin
with the Ladxes, the beft fubject in the
Whole world to write upon.
And are the Englith Ladies handfomer
' than ours? Upon my word I expetted
this to be your firft queftion. But, firft
or laft the anfwer requires fome conﬁ-
deratmn Nay, I will not anfwer it at
. 1 will only tell you a bit of conver=
fatldn I had once with an able painter of
outs, who has hved mafy years in Eng-
Iand as well as myfelf 1 afk’d him once
thls fame quefhoh 5 and his aaner was,
that in Italy he has feen more Juno’s
thaii in England; but that in England
therc are moré Venus’s than in Italy.
HQW',‘
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However you muft not conclude from
this, continued he, that the Italian beau<
ties are all in the grand ftile, and all the
Englifh in the lovely. There are many
pretty women in Italy too, and many very
majeftic in England. But, in general,
the Britith have more delicate coms=
plexions than ours, and ours more deter-
minate features [fattezze rifolute was the
phrafe) than theirs. Look at the fking
and fhapes at Ranelagh. Do you ever fee
any thing in Italy fo bright and fo tempt:
ing ? But then look at the mnofes of lour
Roman Ladies, ‘look - at 'the lips of - the
Neapolitan, look at the whole form of
the Lombard and Venetian! Is there any
thing properer for a Raphael to paint, or
a Michelangelo to carve? In another
thing, befides, our Italians excel. No
. eyes in the world like thofe of Italy for
ftriking you dead at once.

Hang your eyes and eye-brows, faid I
peevithly. T care not a farthing for eyes
or {kins, for lips and chins, for nofes and

Fag fhapes.
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fhapes. What's all this to me ? I am in-
tirely for fenfe, wit, and goodnefs, which
are the true fources of amiableﬁcfs in the
fair. This is what we ought to mind,
and not your f_‘ooler{ies‘ about Juno’s and
Venus's. And will you fay, that in point
of wit, fenfe, and goodnefs, the Italian
Ladies can vie with the Englith?

The painter fecing me grow fo angry,
ran away, crying that hebwould not liften
any longer to a traytor to his country:
thus I loft a fine opportunity of fhow-
ing my kil in debating a queftion. |

LETTER XIIL
Tedionfnefs.  Vain efforts to drive it away,
King-George-Packet, Aug. 27, early in the morning.
F'T was impofiible yefterday to make
ufe of my quill, becaufe of a flat calm
that made me fick. About fun-fet a
‘vgalc‘ fprung up, and I could eat a bit of
bifcuit, drink a glafs, and go to bed
f',s_’;thout being cafrieq.
‘ At

A 4
i
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- At five this morning I got up, not at
all chearful. You never faw me in fa
brown a humour. I went upon deck,
and fat there a full hour in perfe& idle-
nefs. It is now paft fix, and I am fill
torpid, and my mind feems unwilling to
be put in motion. Yet my mind is not
a bottle of claret, that muft be handled
gently : fo I will fhake it, and forcg it to
guide this quill until T am called to
breakfaft.
Vile dead weather that of yeﬁerday'
I know now what a calm is, and am fure
ftorms are better by half. The captaih
fays the contrary, but I will not believe
a word about it. Did not the calm make
me fick ? Nor is it pofiible to defcribe
the horror of that diforder called the fea-
ficknefs ! He muft be an orator thatcan.
You groan in- {pight of yourfelf: you
growl like a' wounded wolf, if ‘wolves
growl when they are wounded, which is
a thing I am not fure of : you are ill,
:vaﬁly ill, prodlglouﬂy ill! and yet, the
more
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more fick you are, the more thefe fea-
faring folks go on repeating, that ’tis
nothing, nothing indeed, nothing at all:
Now heartily I could thrath them, if I
durft, for terming nothing fo dreadful a
torment! and yet they muft be right,
for they muft know better than I.. '
Nor is that hateful ficknefs the only
plague one has on board a packet. There
1s another to be encounter’d, named Te-~
dioufnefs, which is full as great, full as
deteftable.  And how can I help myfelf
againft it ! I'mayftay below in ' my room,
or I may ftay upon deck. If T ftay below,
I 'cannot have any company, {ave that of
my own felf, which is pretty tolerable
company as long as I can write. But can
I write for ever? I grow prefently tired
of it; and tedioufnefs lays hold of me if
I do not run up-ftairs. Well. I run up-
ftairs. But what can I do when I am
there? I look at a very tall may-pole
here, and at another there. They both
fupport fome pieces of canvafs that hang
‘ loofe
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Joofe inn a calm, or catch the wind as it
happens to ftir. . Do I look at any thing
¢lfe ? Yes: at two tows of brafs-guns
that never will ‘let me hear their voices,
on the frivolous pretence that no Mon-
fieur will come near enough to be fpoke
to. What elfe can I caft my eyes upon ?
A boundlefs plain that ftruck me once
with its immenfe expanfion, rendered
infinitely awful for a moment or two by
an interminable .uniformity, and irre-
fittibly tremendous by its mafly folemn
undulation. The obje& is grand, pro-
digioufly grand ! But I have look’d at it
fo long, that familiarity has had its ufual
effect, and I cannot beat any longer that
invariable expanfion and invariable un-
dulation. I find that nothing can pleafe
me long but what can talk, and - the
ocean cantot talk! ’ :
Here you will fay, that a man ufed to
think, might beguile one hour after
another even in a dark dungeon, if he
wquld but exert his mental powers and
think away without intermiffion. How
| pretty
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pretty this in {peculation ! But where is
the man who can always call forth
thoughts, and force them to dance in
h\is prefence as he pleafes ? Whatever you
may do where you are, I cannot in this
packet. - I have often endeavoured to
create an object; and. to tell you of one
in particular, it is but a minute ago that
I reached Turin, where you were impa-
tiently waiting for my arrival.  You all
ran down ftairs on hearmg the rattle of
my wheels and the claps of the pof’ulhon s
\_vhlp Six arms were extended to help
me out of -the chaife. One of 'you em-
braced me, one fqueezed my hand, one
was ready to cry for joy. Welcome, wel-
come, how do you do?

Had the illufion lafted, tedmufnefs
bad kept at a diftance. But my powers.
proved too weak, and it vanithed away
as foon as form’d. A beam crack’d, or
3 failor fwore, or a wave dafh’d againft
the ftern, and farewell illufion! There

is no pombxhty on board a packet to
: build
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build a cafile in the air that is worth
erecting ! I put myfelf often in the po-
fture of Guido’s famous Magdalen, my
left elbow on my left knee, the knuckles
of my left hand under my chin, and my
eyes half fhut. An excellent pofture for
the purpofe of bu1ldmg the ampleft caftle,
with good folid walls, lofty turrets, and
elevated battlements. But the funda-
mental brick is fcarcely laid, that it is
61F ‘W}iegd by fome unwelcome violence.
I 'was a-boy it was one of ‘my’chief
ﬁehghts to ftand Matbb:irg alpretty circle
wb,lch,l had form’d on the fmooth fur-
face of a pond by -throwing a f{mall
pebble into it. But my fchool- fellows,
mifchief-making urchins, who prefently
fmoak’d me at my ufual. diverfion, would
pick up any thing, that lay before them
and ﬂmg it into, the pond. . My poor
harmlefs circle was, thus incefiantly de-
ftroy’d by a thoufand others, _broken,
confufed, and, undiftinguithable ! Here
1s a fimile for you! And have I not flolen

it gy
7 BIHAZN
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it from fome Englith poet? I think
I have; Dbut cannot recolle® from
whom.

A fellow calls me to breakfaﬂ: ‘When
it is over I will beg a tune on the bag-
pipe of my good furgeon : then we will
read a while; and then come down to
{cribble again. -

LETTER XIIL

A Bonito and the Flying-fifb. Sea-wvoyages.
Machinery in Epick Poems, '

King-George-Packet, Aug. 27, aforencon.

Saw a thing juft now that I had never
feen before. A fith full five fpans
from head to tail. The failors hook’d it
in. They call it Bonito ; a Spanith word ~
that means méddling good. 1 am to have
my fhare of it at dinner by way of en-
couragement to eat, for the Captain
{wears 1 eat nothing: but this is to be
. undcrﬁood only when Iam fea-ﬁck as,
' when
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when I am well, I perform my duty as
bravely as any man in the packet.

The hook with which the Bonito was

caught, is near as big as my little finger,
" and the bait was a bit of rag wrapp'd
round it, with the addition of two fea-
thers clapp’d upon it in fuch a2 manner °
as aukwardly to refemble the Fhing-£ib, -
which Bonitos confider as a tit-bit. No
creature but a filly fith could ever miftake
a bit of rag for a dainty morfel.

“The Flying-fith is about the fize of a
herring. Its fins are much larger in pro-
portion than thofe of any other fith, and
fand in the ftead of wings. I have feen
thoufands of them to-day that darted
out of the water, and flew, or rather
flutter’d along in a ftraight line, the
diftance of two or three thips’ length,
then dropp’d down ‘in their natural ele-
ment. ,, ,

I have never before feen a Flying-fifh,
nor a Bonito. So here are two new ideas
fairly added to my ftock. I am glad of

the
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the addition though but fmall. Who
knows but one day or other they may
turn to good account ? T'o point a moral,
for inftance, in fpeaking of fome conx
queror or fome attorney ? ‘To bring about
a new comparifon between a poor hoftefs
and fome agent in Devonthire ? We have
never knowledge enough : we muft al«
ways endeavour to heap up as much of
it as we can. Every thing has its ufe
upon occafion, and the pooreft trifle
will unexpectedly be of fervice in fpeech
or in writing, in profe or in poetry. .
‘The Bonito will come upon table with-
in an hour: but I would rather it was an
* ‘anchiovy, and be with you to eatit. I
thould like it better than the biggeft in-
habitant of the ocean in this packet. An
irkfome thing it is to go by fea! And yet
I ought to be afhamed to fay fo, confi-
fidering what a fhort voyage I am going.
Lifbon muft be looked upon as next door
to Falmouth when we think of the
voyages of fome Englithmen, Dutchmen,
French-
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Frenchmen, Spaniards, and other people.
But I am a traveller like Ulyffes, who
went a while up and down the Mediter~
ranean, and made as great a pother
about it as if he had gone from Ithaca to
Japan by Terra del Fuego, and back again
another way. Fifty thoufand people, nay,
fifty hundred thoufand, who were neither
kings nor heroes, have gone twenty
times as far, and no Mz=zonian bard
dreamed. of compofing epic poems upon
any of them. The only epic poem that
ever was written fince that of Homer to
celebrate a man who had gone a long
voyage, ‘was the performance of a Spa-
niard. I muft tell you the ftory to
lengthen my letter.
. This Spaniard (Ergilla was s his name)
perfe@tly aware that no modern bard
would ever trouble his.head about any
man who went a few thoufand miles by
water, having been fo far as Peru, (if I
miftake not) refolved to be h1mfelf his
ewn Homer. o

Vor. 1. G In
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In confequence of this refolution, he
fat down to his defk ; and after having
invoked Apollo and the Mufes, rhymed
a long epic poem, of which his voyage
was the fubject, and himfelf the principal
Hero.

After this example I have a mind to
write the O/ifipoffey,* or an epic account
of my voyage from Falmouth to (¢) Oli-
fipo, alias Lifbon. As for a hero, I am
not at all afraid of wanting one of the
very firft magnitude ; and as for fubaltern
charadters my, good furgeon is ready at
hand for an Achilles, Mr. Bawn for a
He&or, and Mr. Ozk for a Diomedes,
an Ajax, a Neftor, or any thing. The
cabbin-boy himfelf might be made good
ufe of for a Patroclus, an Automedon, or
a Calchas.

But without machinery an epic poem
is not worth a farthing ; and how fhall

I con-

(a) That Lifbon was once called OvL1sIPO appears from
an ancient infeription. It was alfo called ULYSIBONA)
ULrysiroNA, and FELICITAS JULIA.
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I contrive it ? In times of yore machinery
was always ready. Jupiter, Juno, Venus,
Minerva, Neptune, Mars, and other ce~
leftials were kind enough to fly to the
affiftance of a diftrefled poet. Strange
beings befides, that were half girls and
half fith, were to be met almoft on any
voyage, and they would fing airs and
duos by the fide of the fhip, and play a
thoufand gambols on the water. Ulyfles
himfelf met with fome of them in the
gulf of Naples, and an Archbifhop, who
was a kind of Greek poet in French
profe, has informed us that Telemachus,
the eldeft fon of Ulyfles, met once a very
fine lady fitting in ftate on an enormous
thell of an oyfter, and rambling at a great
diftance from the fhore round the ifland
of Cyprus or Crete (1 forget which) with
a whole orcheftra of fiddlers and pipers,
fome {wimming along by the help of
their tails, fome fitting upon dolphins
and fharks, and fome riding upon crabs
and lobf’cers

e This
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This indeed was fine machinery. But,.
alas, it is all foreftalled! and fhould I
make ufe of it, there is no puny Critic
amongft the puny Reviewers of England,
but what would eall me a plagiary !

The good times for machinery are
over, and now inftead of Syrens and
Tritons we bme_et in our voyages with
nothing elfe but a Bonito and a Flying-
fith 5 and furely neither the Flying-fith
nor the Bonito can be made ufe of in
this critical age by way of machinery,

I muft therefore drop the fcheme of
the O/jfipo/fey, as 1 have not invention
enough to overcome this difficulty : and
inftead of lamenting that neither Syren
nor Triton will come to fing Care Juci,
or pipe upon their fhells about this packet,
I muft endeavour to be pleafed when my
honeft Scotchman prefles the bellows of
‘his bag-pipe with his elbow.

LET-



LETTER XIV.
Life led in @ Packet. The beneficial effesis

of a dinner. - Several thoufand reis are
70 riches. ’ | ‘
King-George-Packet, Aug. 27. towards evening.
Ought not to mention the Bonito a-
gain. . You muft have had enough of
it. Yet the conveniency of beginning a
new letter without taking the irouble of
thinking about a pretty exordium, makes
me tell you, that Bonito is a very im-
proper name for fuch a fith ;- becaufe; in-
ftead of . being but midd/ing good, it is in
fa&t exceedingly good.

But what fhall I fay next? I W1ll ac-
quaint you with the tenour of life in
this packet.

You know already that in the morning
I get up, fometimes fooner fometimes
later. You know likewife that when I
am up, either I do fomething, or T do no-
thing ; read, or read not; write, or write
not: and you can guefs that about eight

G 3 I break-
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I breakfaft Auglicé upon tea and toaft,
or bread and butter : this cuftom however
1 intend to break myfelf of ; and as foon
as I am in Portugal I propofe to reaflume
that of falling early upon grapes, . figs,
and melons, in order to qualify myfelf
again for my native country, that I may
not be a foreigner at home.

The time between breakfaft and din-
ner I fill up as well as I can. My book and
my quill, celz va fans dire. Sometimes I
walk ; and the deck is long enough for
it, ds it is exaétly thirty three of my fteps
and a thoe over. Yet this exercife proves
often inconvenient, as I am not ufed to
move like a crab, leaning on one fide, in
order to adapt my body to the inclination
of the lfyackct, which hangs often on the
larboard or the ftarboard fide, accord- "
ing as the wind blows. Therefore, when
I cannot walk, or am tired of it as well
as of reading and writing, I fit idle.

As for confabulation I have not much
of it. The furgeon is far from being

- talkative.
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~ talkative, The Captain and Mr. Oak
mind the altitude and the latitude; fo
that, when we have got fome intelligence”
about each other’s health in the morn-
ing, praifed the weather at noon, and
heard how many knots we go towards
evening, there is almoft an end of our
converfe.

But dinner comes upon table. And
here let me tell you that I need none of
your pity, as our dinner is always fo
ample that it would fuffice a dozen friars
after the moft figid faft.

This indeed is* the very ‘beft 'hour of
all the four and twenty, and the only
one that deferves to be painted with pretty
butter-fly wings like the handfomeft of
thofe three which have been introduced
by Raphael in his wedding of Cupid and
Pfyche, perhaps to give a hint that a
wedding-dinner ought to laft three hours.

But do you get new brhead‘every day ?

Yes: here is a baker on board, Madam,
that makes it.

G4 - But
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‘But your meat is falted ?

Not at all, Madam, cxceptxng thc
beef. The mutton is frefh, becaufe we
have live f’xcep'oh board. * We have alfo
a pretty grunting pig, and fo many cages
full of poultry, as would laft us two
months and more, if we were to be two
months at fea,

No child in England would want fuch
details; but our land-lock’d Ladies on
the other fide the Alps muft be told the
minuteft particulars ; and I will always
fubmit to any drudgery to give their cu-
riofity moft ample fatisfaction.

By this account you fee how well we |
employ the dininghour. With that hour |
fome fpeculatifts have found great fault,
and bitterly bemoaned the necefiity men
are under of eating their dinners. If men,
faid cne of them, were freed from that
neceflity, and of courfe not obliged to
contrive how to provide themfelves with
vi&uals, which takes up almoft all their
tune, thcy would undeniably have more

leifure
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leifure for the cultivation of their under-
ftandings ; for attending to fciences and
arts, to mapufactures and commerce.

But, gentlemen, if I may dare to fpeak
my mind amongft you, let me fay that
juft the contrary would happen. If we
were not forced to think after the means
- of filling our bellies, would we not one
and all fink into idlenefs? Why do the
learned inake books, lawyers defend pro-
perty,. phyficians feel the pulfe, aftrono-
mers gaze. at the zodiack, hufbandmen
p'~ 7, mafons build, tailors- few,  and
-.luefs fight, but for the fake of procur-
in>g a dinner ! Strike off this necéﬁity,
and there is an end of every thing good;
defirable, and laudable. The more I think
on it, the more I fay with the Berga-
mafco (you remember that ballad-finger)
whofe fong always ended with the bur-
then: ' _

Tuto tuto in quefto mondo ™

Che fe fa de bel ¢ de.bon,

L ¢ per un piato de Maccaron. |
How-~
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However, be this as it will, .our din-
ner here is feldom protracted beyond an
hour. The Captain, Mr. Oak, the Sur-
geon, and myfelf are fober men, and
commonly make an end of it as foon as
the fecond bottle is over. Then I walk,
or fit, or read, or write, or liften to the
bag-pipe, until the {fun goes down and
leaves me at liberty to look a while at the
greater or leffer bear. Towards nine I
call for a bifket and a glafs of Madeira, -
and then go to bed. , :

This is the ftory @ peu prés of every
day; nor can any of you, as I conceive,
find the leaft fault with fuch a regular
and innocent manner of fpending time.

But you go to bed, you fay : and pray,
what fort of bed have you got?

My bed is a thing placed in a dark
clofet, and clapp’'d betwixt two planks,
as one may fay : fo that it looks fome-
thing like a trunk without a lid. Couch
might poffibly be a fitter name for it
than Bed. . '

But
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But here I would not have you think

that I have my meat and drink with this
bed, merely becaufe I have a plain un-
meaning face. You would be miftaken
if you fhould fuppofe it. Befides the
four guineas I paid the king at Falmouth
for the permiffion to embark in a packet
of his, on my arrival in Portingal (as the
failors fay) I am to pay the Captain
twenty three thoufand reis.
wwWhat a frightful fum ! And how rich
-muft he. be who can pay off fo many
'thoufaﬁd' '
Do not let 1mag1nanon carry you too
far.” Twenty three thoufand reis make
no more than five moidores : fo that, if
the voyage and my prefent appetite laft
long, Captain Bawn will be half undone.
"Befides that to make fure of a fhort
voyage I would willingly fubmit to pay
him fome thoufand reis more. Be it thort
or long, it is quite plain that I muft be
a gainer by the bargain,

¥ n

LET-

L e e e e S
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LETTER XV.

Beauty of a Night at Sea. Three Ships
purfuing. o

" King-George-Packet, Aug.28, 176;.

A ST night the motion of the packet

was very violent and very difagree-

able. But fo much the better, becaufe
we allo-went at a greater rate than ufual,

Finding it impoffible to fleep in that
motion, I crawled off imy coucha little
after midnight and went upon deck,
~where I employ’d both my eyes in look-
ing at the packet, at the foaming bil-
lows, at both the bears, and at the cther
heavenly lights over-head.

'All thefe objets put together form a
fpe&acle by moon-light which is really
glorious. The packet itfelf (which is
certainly lefs than nothing when the eyé
of the mind compares it with the ocean
and the heavens) the packet, I fay, in the

‘ badily
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bodily eye of fuch a poor narrow-minded
mortal as I am, makes a magnificent
figure on the waves, adds much to that
glorious fpe@acle, and challenges a very
confiderable thare of admiration. .

It was between two. and three this
morning when a little roguith fellow
who ftood on the maft-head, defcried
three fails which he took to be in full
chace of us. .

- As the uniform tenour of my prefent
life Teaves me a conftant prey to tediouf-
nefs, I think I felt fome little tickling
pleafure_on the fudden hearing of the
ufual cry ¢ fail, a fai/: and 1 am really
of opinion that in my irkfome fituation
it would not difpleafe me much to have
a dozen bullets interchanged with an
enemy in what they call a running fight,

Mr. Oak was then upon deck, and the
Captain was foon call’'d; nor did the
Surgeon ftay long before he came too.
It was not long before we all could di-.
ftinctly fee three clouds of canvafs. that

’ were
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were driven towards us. The Captain
foon concluded they were three men of
war, and {wore that they were Englith.
However, not chufing to venture a par<
ley for fear of miftake, we crouded ine
ftantly as much fail as the packet could
bear, and flipp’d away in fpight of all the
efforts we {uppofed they made to over-
take us. The chace lafted full four hours,
and when Mr. Oak faw them give up the
point, was quite pofitive they had known
us by the fwiftnefs of our failing, and
that they are a part of Commodore Edge-
combe’s {quadron.

This little adventure, and {fome diftant
poflibility of a pretty combat, raifed my
{pirits fo well, that I chofe to ftay upon
deck till dihner, which was not perform-
ed in filence, as we had all fomething
to fay about the three fails; a fubje&t
that was not exhaufted till we could talk
of Cape Finifterre, of which about four
in the afternoon we had a confufed
fight.

I was
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I was much comforted to hear that if
the wind holds but two days longer, we
fhall be at Lifbon on Sunday, as it is but -
three hundred miles off. This is good
news, confidering how tired I am with
my voyage, though it has to this hour
been as profperous as we could wifh, ex-
cepting the calm on the fecond day.

LETTER XVI
» A hole in the Cabbin why and what for.

( King-George-Packet, Aug. 29, 1760,

N, the midft of the great cabbin I took
notice to day of a fquare bit of a
plank, which is moveable. I afked the
Surgeon about it, and this is the fub- -
ftance of the information that I got with

regard to a hole which is covered by that
moveable plank.

Almoft every week a packet {ails from
Falmouth to Lifbon with only the mail
that is fent from London. Mails are not
heavy cargoes: but when a packet fails

2 ' back
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back to England, befides the returning
mail, it has that hole fill'd with fo many
bags of Portugal-coin, as often amount
from thirty to fifty, and even fixty thou~
fand pounds fterling. A round fum when
we look into the almanack, and find that
every year has two and fifty weeks.

Thofe bags are deliver’d to the Cap-
tains of the packéts by the Englith mer-
chants at Lifbon, and put by the Captain
into the hole in the great cabbin ; and it -
has happen’d fome weeks, that the bags
proved {o numerous as partly to obfiruct
the ufual celerity of their failing. And
this ‘was the cafe once, that a packet
called the Prince Frederic was atually
taken by a Barbary Pirate with no lefs
than eighty thoufand pounds fterling in
the hole. - ‘

You may now guefs why we are not
afraid of purfuers. No veffel is turned
into a packet but what is a prime failer,
and all poffible care is alfo taken both at
Falmouth and Lifbon to clean them fo

- well



[ 971
well before they put.to fea, that they
fwim along like dolphins.

I need not tell you that the Portuguefe
(confidering King and people together)
are very rich in gold and jewels. Their
riches however are not the produ@ of
Portugal, but of their ultramarine fettle~
ments : and I have often heard it affirm’d
with confidence, that from Brafil alone
they draw yearly above two millions fter~
ling. “As to Portugal itfelf, its produéts
are but {canty and its manufaGures in=
. confidetable. The only- things that it
yields in very great fﬂenty,__ are oranges,
lemons, and wine. Of thefe the Englith
buy up large quantities; but fill the
balance of trade rifes high in their fa-
vour, as the Portuguefe get from them
many articles both for home and for
their fettlements abroad. Therefore the
furplus due to England is paid by Portu-
gal in gold; and this gold goes every
week into the holes in the cabin,

Vor. L - H - See

s
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$ee how the things of this world are
equipoifed ! } The Portuguefe want the
conveniencies which the Englifh have the
induftry to make, and the Englith want
the gold which the Portuguefe draw from
the Brafils ; and thus both nations do
each other’s bufinefs.

The French and the Dutch have long
fought to galn from the Englith a com-~
merce {o beneficial. But I have a notion .
their fchemes will hardly ever take, for
two reafons,  The one is; that the Engs
lith are much fironger at fea//than both
the French and Dutch together: and
there is fomething in fuperior ftrength,
that will carry any point amongft nations
as well as amongft individuals. 'The
other reafon is, that neither the Dutch
nor the French could buy from the For-
tuguefe thofe large quantitfes of fruit
and wine which the Englifh take in part
of payment for what they furnifh. Sup-
pofe even the Portugefe thould be willing
to have the greateft part of what they

| - want
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YWant éither from the Frenchi or the Dutch
tather than from the Englith, the Eng=
lith would prefently make them change
their mind, even without going to war
for it. They have but to provide them=
felves with wine and fruit from fome
other country, and the Portuguefe are
half undone.

1t is therefore moft probable, that the
-commerce of Portugal will not be loft to
;Engla‘nd as long as its inhabitants are
fond of the bowl and the bottle, even on
-the fuppofition that the French naval
force fhould' increafe and the Englith
decreafe; which, as far as human fore=
fight can go, will not be the cafe to-
.morrow. The Englith are in a fair way
to come off quite viGtorious this war:
~-and if they do, what power for centuries
:to.come will dare to control their will
on the ocean, and what fhip fail to

Portugal or any where elfe but by their
permiffion ?

Hz ° LET-
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LETTER XVIL

Vain wifbes or cafile-building. Study hard.
Pronounciation how attained. The Rac/?
the Rock.

K;mg-Georgc-Packet,v Aug. 30, 1760,

"ISTEN with attention to every

/ thing you hear in the fhort fpace
of a day, and I am widely miftaken if
you do not find that there is no man
tiving but who wifthes every day of his
life for fomething quite nnpoﬁiblc for
him ever to obtain.

Every man living is thoroughly per-
fuaded that vain withes are no lefs ridi-
culous than abfurd; and yet do but
ftretch your hand, and you will certain-
ly touch a mortal who feeretly withes to
be poffefs’d of fuch opulence as Crefus
never had, of fuch power as Kulikan
had been athamed to claim, or of fuch
‘beauty as Circaffia could never produce.

I will
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I will not fet about to enquire whether
this univerfal pronenefs to with for im-
poffibilities is a lamentable depravation of
our minds, or a quality defignedly given-
us by nature for very good purpofes. Be
this as it will, I will take the liberty to
advife my friends never to fuffer long
fuch extravagant wanderings of their

imaginations : for, befides that the cha--
 racter of an ethereal brick-layer is abfurd
and ridiculous, a man who does not get
the habit of checking his thoughts when
they run wild about, ‘will infenfibly lofe
much of that aivity which his circum-
ftances in life may poflibly require. By
- mere wifhing nothing is gotten : but by
a vigorous and unremitted ufe even of
indifferent abilities, it is very near cer-
tain that many things may be obtained
very well worth a man’s wifhing.

I was led into this train of thinking
by overhearing one of the failors with
juft now, that he could fpeak the lan-
guage in which I was addrefling my good

H; furgeon,
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fargeon. 'This put me in mind of Sir
~ Arthur and Sir Marmaduke, two worthy
knights of my acquaintance, one of whom
with’d often in my hearing that he knew
Latin, and the other Greek. But dear
“knights, faid I to them, inftead of re-
peating ydur wifhes for thefe ten years
paft, as you have done, why did you not
jay violent hands upon the Port-Royal-
Gkammars? or any book that might have
been conducive to that end which you
feem to think would have made you both
prodxglouﬂy happy ?

A language is not like the heart of a
maiden, of ‘which the pofleffion fome~
times depends on us, and fometimes not.
A man really deﬁrous to know a lan-
guage, be it Latin or Greek, Arabxc or
Ethiopic, will certainly make himfelf-
matfter of 1t, if he will but fit down
and do what I am actually doing.

" And what are you actually doing ?

Tam ﬁudymo Portuguefe like a dragon,
and am about it three or four hours every

day,
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day. A fortnight or three weeks before
I left London I did very near the fame;
and all along the road from Plymouth
to Falmouth never did I ceafe in my
chaife to peep into a Portuguefe book :
{o that, if I do not underftand the very
pilot who fhall fteer us up the Tagus to
Lifbon, I will think myfelf fuch a knight
as Sir Arthur or Sir Marmaduke.

But, brothers, I fee you laugh. What
do you laugh at ? _

We laugh at your boaft, Sir.

Tout doucement,  Mefdames, as 'people
will often fay in France.. To learn a
language in a month I think impofiible
as well as you. But as to the enabling
myfelf to underftand the pilot ina month,
you will recolle¢t that I have known the’
Spanith tongue thefe five and twenty
~ years, and that the Portuguefe is but a
diale& of the Spanith; nor do I think
that it differs quite fo much from it as
the diale& of Venice does from the lan-
guage of Tufcany, Then, I ittend not

Hg - to
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to be a critic in the Lufitanic and mafter
all its niceties and prettineffes. I want
no more of it than will decently help
me on while I ftay in Portugal: and fo
you fee that my confidence as to the pi-
lot, is not quite fo ill-grounded as you
thought. '

I will not let this opportunity flip of
telling you, that there is an infallible
way to give your little fon a facility of
pronouncing any language, if you intend
to make him learn more than one. Lend
me your eary and I will tell you how this
may be dane. ' "
1Qur people of rank at Turin have got
a notion, that their children muft never
be fuffered to fpeak any Piedmontefe but
what is fpoken in the metropolis; and
in confequence of this notion they keep
a ftrict watch upon the poor little things
for fear they fhould catch the clownifh
accent on the oppofite fide of the Po.

This practice is wrong, and I wifh you
may peyer adopt it. Let the boy learn
SRR R the
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the polite fpeech of his town; but be
not afraid to let him learn likewife that
of the peafants : nay, encourage him to
mimick their talk. By making him learn
two fpeeches inftead of one, you will
enable him to articulate more founds
than by his learning only one. And if it
is iIn your power, I would even have you
fhift him from place to place while his
organs of {peech are yet tender and pliant,
and bring him to mimick any uncouth
fpeech of Piedmont or Monferrat. Take
him likewife frequently to the play, and
make him mind the different Italian di-
alects fpoken by the Dramatis Perfonz,
and repeat as much of their nonfenfe as
it is poflible. Nothing will ever fpoil his
polite Piedmontefe when he hears it con«
ftantly {poke at home; and yet number-
le{s are the founds that he will certainly
enable himfelf to form, if you will but
put him thus in the way.
Many Italians are to be found in Paris
and in London, who in a very little time
- ' fpeak
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fpeak French and Englith with fuch a
right pronounciation as to be miftaken
for natives. 'The reafon is, that Italy
abounds more with different dialeés than
any other country of the fame dimenfion,
and that few are its inhabitants but what
know more than one, either by moving
from place to place, or by going to thofe
plays in which every interlocutor fpeaks
the diale& of his own town.

On the other hand you do not meet
with a French gentleman in a hundred
able to pronounce a foreign language
right, noteven when he has ftudied it a
great while, and when he can fpeak it
with purity of phrafeclogy and gram-
matical correé@nefs. No other reafon can
be affigned for this, but that in his in-
fancy his Mamma was terrified when the
caught him in the abominable a& of ut-
tering any found that border’d on the
poiffard or the badaut, and reprimanded
him with fuch feverity as if he had com-
mitted a great crime. ~He was thus
‘ brought

-
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prought up with an untra&table tongue
that never will utter any found but what
is genuine Gallic. .

But, Sif, come upon deck, and you
. will fee the Rock. The Rock I fufpe&
to be fome part of the Portugal co"aﬁ;
and {o farewel in hafte,

LETTER XVIIL

Navigation ended.  Batiffe and Kelly,
—Plunge or pay. Banks of the Tagus.

Lifbon, Aug. 30, 1760, about midnight,

O OK at the date, and give me joy.

We landed this evening about eight.
o clock I was very glad to be rid of my
floating habitation ; yet forry to leave the
Captain, the Licutenant, and my good
‘ Surgeon; They have treated me with
kindnefs and civility, for which I fhall
remember them as long as I live.

Well; T am landed : and there is an
end of navigation. But I thought it very
odd that when firft on fhore I could not

 ftand
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ftand upon my legs, but tottered to the
right and the left, as if my blood had
been in an undulating motion. This.
difficulty of ftanding and walking with a
fteady foot was not the effet of any gid-
dinefs. I cannot tell what it was, but it
feem’d as if the ground had moved like a
thip : yet in the fhip I could ftand or
walk very well, and, as I thought, with-
out tottering. 'Thus unable when I
landed to make ufe of my legs, I was
obliged to hire a man who handed me
for about a'mile to a coffee-houfe. The
odd motion of my blood fubfided by de-
grees as I went on, and in lefs than two
hours I was again like myfelf.

From the coffee-houfe I fent my helper -
to enquire after one Batiffe, a faithful
French fervant I had formerly in Lon-
don. He was prefently found out ; and
hearing of 'my unexpected arrival, rofe
haftily from fupper and came to me quite
out of breath with running, his coun-

tenance full of joy and furprife. .
This
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This Batiffe took me to one Kélly, an
old Irifhman who keeps a kind of an inn
on the fummit of a hill called Buenos
Aires. 1 was quite fatigued when we
reach’d it. Here I have taken up my
quarters for the time I fhall ftay in Lif-
bon ; and now let me come to the con~
clufion of my voyage.

It was about ten in the mOrmng when
our people had a full view of the Rock of
Lifbon § that is, of a very high promon- -
tory onthe left hand as you enter the
Tagus, and at no great diftance from the
mouth of it. ’

That promontory looks perfe&ly bar-
‘ren, and has the appearance of a huge
‘heap of rugged ftones. Yet I am told
that up and down it, there are many fine
fpots; that in the lower parts it is em-
bellithed thh vineyards ; that in feveral
places it is covered with trees; and that
it has even fome flats where ftheep and
cattle are grazing.

Tam



