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From its windows, and indeed from

that whole CIcle ofthe hill, you fee ftraight

afore. you the vaft ocean extending itfelf

beyond the reach af eyes. The imlnenfe

liquid plain has its uniformity interrupt.ed
only in ane fmall place abaut ten n1iles

from thelancl. 1 mean, that about ten

tniles off at fea there is a Light-houfe
ereéted on.~ rock, which ftands abfolutely

'by itfelf, and is cal1ed :lhe Eddy-Jlofie.
The Light-houfe isvery vifible from
Mount-Edgecombe, though at fuch a dif...

tance. On }{our Ieft hand you ave the

harbour with the iflet of St. Nicholas,
tlie citade}, the dock, and the town of

Plymouth. The harbour fwarms with

men of wa~ and ihips of feveraI fizes,

fome at anchor and fome in motian, and

with numberIe[s boats perpetual1y ro\v­

ing or failing backwards and forwards ;

the whole of this furrounded by a vaft

traél of fine country, diverfified by a great

many hills and ftreams of water ~ Add

to this, that under the windows 'and aH

7 about
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about the park,there are cows, and deerp

and geefe, ~nd turkey~, and other aninlals

'peaceably feeding upon a verdant carpet

bounded aH round by· a circularwalk. A
fine contraft to the 'bufy [cene tran[aéted

below in the harbour.

"Vhat do you [ay to it now? They
fpeak of the Chartreufe at N aples, and

they [ay it is the fineíl: fituation in the
,v~r1d. 1 believ'e it. But Mount-Edge­

combe is e.lfo the finefi; and fo you have

t\VO finefi, one at N aple~, and the other .

in Devonfhire. In ~een' Elizabeth's
time the adnlÍral of the Spaniíh Armada~

JUl1H\ n t~· r. f . h· k· d -mal'-.lng lure o conquenng t 18 lng onl~

begg'd Mount-Edgecombe of ~hil~p 11
by way of reward for his intended . con­

q uefr. Philip promifcd to give it; but

the Engliíh admiral hin4ered J~im fro~

keeping his promife,by accompliíbing

the def1:ruél:ion of .the Armada with his

inventionof fi~e.fl1i..P~. A :h~rrible~orm

had aIready b~gtiJ:l th~t ªeªr~l~i~n ..

Of
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Cf the Light.:houfe arid rack oh wbicíi

h, fiands, 1 faw once the model in Loil~

don. 'There waS' fotmerly another-light:.

houfe oh that rock; which was ~aíhed

away by the fea on a fiorrny night, and

ftill another that was accidehtaUy burnt;.

1 relnember very well that 1adlnired much

the olode! of this. The ingenuity of the

architeél: (one M r. Smeaton) was great~ .

who found the means of ereéting fuch ah

edifice in, fuch a place; that ¡s; upon' á.

flopingrock perfeétly naked, and almoft neralife
, incefrantly beaten' by millions of the moft

JUnU\ DI Rnntremendous waves.
Tú think of digging that rock, and

thus give the edifice a good foundatiod;

was utterly itnpoffible, as the rOék is near
as hard as porphyry. Thearchiteét there­

fore had a multitude of holes boted inta
it, and large iron bars driven inta thofe

boles. To bore fuch holes required no

fmalllabaur, as yotI may imagine. Theri~'

between bar and bar the foundation w~s

laid, by conneéting large Rat franes in
fuch
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fuch a n1anner, that each entered inta a
art of the next. No fand was employed

here but what was fetched fo far as the

neighbourhood 'of ome..YOU know the

nature of the Pozzolana~ that hardens

under water every day lnore when mixed

~vithlime,and incorporates with the fiones

in fuch a manner, as to nlake one folid

lnafs with them in a little time.

a'his was certainly a noble undertak­

nd thus the dangerous rock is made

.fi t noéturnal navigators, as lights
a e lhown every night 00 the to of that

range edifice by two men, who live

~on antIy there, and fometimes fee no

body for \vhole months, e[pecially in win­

ter. Thofe men have provifions fen t them

from PlYlnouth wh n the eather ill

permito But let them be e er [o p ~nti­

fulIy fupplied, ill they muíl: huíband

them with great care for fear of a long

tempeftuous ,vin er, t at teave no roo

for fending the.L any thing. at a

happy life [ame mortaIs lead on t e 1i r-

OL. 1. D .face



face ófthis' globe! To be {hut up rrr ~

fmall apartment (a very fmall one) on the

top of a t,O'wer feventy foothigh, and fee

nothing but.water fronl its narrow win­
dOW5, and hear no other fonndbut that

of the raging billo·ws inceífantIy beating

·abbut ~them ! 1 am toId that th6fe bilio\vs

. ,are often [ueh, as to' approaeh the very
.".

,': t?P of the Light-houfe, and [prinkle its
.narrow windóws. The celebrated Rouf­
fcau never heard of [uch. a place, 1 fup..;.

pare i 01' he would have begg'd the em­

'play of lan1p... Hghter there, he who hates
fo' much, aH converfe with mankind. It

JU'NU\ DI}\ is impoflible to inlagine aproperer man-

fion for a pbilofopher [o much out of hu­

mour \vith this wicked world.

After having walk'd a while in' the

circular walk of Mount-Edgecombe, ano

well confidered aH the parts- of that fur­

prifing proCreé1:, 1 took my leave of the

engineer" who ,vas geing another way,
.and went back. te the barge with anQther

gent1enlan who had dined with uso His
chearful
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chearful countenance, tbe livelin'efs bf his

wnverfatibn, aild the reverend hoarinefs

of bis locks, ma·de nle readily fympathife

,vith . him. He is a N atllralifi and ah

Antiquarian .. A5 \ve ctoífed the harbour

again, he pointed at a place on the left
hand) and made me take notice of [o.me

large holes which go deep under the

íhore. N ear tho[e hales, faid he, lived

in ancient days a lTIighty giant called

Og-magog; and ,·ve are infQrn1ed by. an.

old chronicle, that he fought once a lnoíl:.
terrible battle \vith an0ther giant called

Corineus., whonl he killed and thre\v

head-long into the fca jufr by tho[e hales:

fo that they have retained the nalne of

the viétor to this day, and ar~ called 'I'he
¡lO/es qfOg-nltlgog.

00 our landing at Plytnouth the gen­

tleman infified upon my going to eat a

bit of f~pper \~ith him; and \vhi1~ it was

n1aking ready, he ího\ved me his collec~

. tion of n1edals and natural. curiofities.

But oh the wonderful di[cretÍon 'of a Na.

- D' 2 turalift
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turalift and Antiquarian! He only poinfJ

ed curforily toa few of' the rareft pieces·

in the colleétion, and did not teize me
with minute and tirefome details. Many

~ of his brethern have got the trick oí
keeping you a long titne, defcantingupon

every rufty m.edal they have, upon every

óroken idolet, every reptile;; every plant,.
every petrifaétion, and every chryftallifa-

_____ tion; nor are theyaware, that hewho

_has not made fu'Ch things the principal

......_- objeét of his íl:udies~ confider& a good eneralife
many of them as mere baubles, and can- .

not look upon them withfuch eager eyes-

as they do themfelves~ whohaving em-
ployed many of their thoughts about

them, and been at a great deal of trouble
in colleB:ing. hold: almoft every individual
piece as dear as a jewe1.. .

Do not imagine howéver, tha t 1 con.­
dernn the colleétors of medals;. much lefs:

thofe of natural curiofities. He who has- ,
leifure and means, does very weIl too em..:r

ploy them this way, if he knows of nO' ­

eettet'"
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betterto renderhimfelf ufeful tO't,helite­

rary cornmonwealth"It is of coníiderable

advantagein theprofecution of our ftu­
<líes to know fomethíngof ancient coins

and other remains of remoteages; ánd
it is a mofl: rational fatisfaétiol1'to he ac­

quainted\vith every pebble that lies in
your way, with every weedyou treadup­
on, and' with every Hower you pluck

up. ' And to be able to. range almoít

�e�v�e�r�:�~ thing you fee in its proper clars,

wiU certainly help on life in' a manner

rlelightful as weIl as innocent.But to ho- a y Generalife
nour accidentalinfpeétorswith yau pro-

JUl1T lix QetaiIs, provesintolerably fatiguing.
M y gentlemanis noneof ,thefeover­

officious explainers, and did not put me
out of patiencefor a !ingle' moment.Nor
will 1 pafs over in filence,his daughter,
who [eernedto be very well verfed in the
maidenlyfcienceof íbells andbutterflies,

and Dot even ignorant of the mannerin
which coral is formed and iofeas live
in its cavitícs, as 1 found by converfation

D 3 ,vhile


































































