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From its windows, and indeed from
that whole fide of the hill, you fee ftraight
afore_you the vaft ocean extending itfelf
| beyond the reach of eyes. The immenfe
liquid plain has its uniformity interrupted
only in one fmall place about ten miles
from the land. Imean, thatabout ten
miles off at fea there is a Light-houfe
ereCted ona rock, which ftands abfolutely
by itfelf, and is called The Eddy-flone.
The Light-houfe is very vifible from
Mount-Edgecombe, though at fucha dif-
tance. On your left hand you have the
harbour with the iflet of St. Nicholas,
the citadel, the dock, and the town of
Plymouth. The harbour fwarms with
men of war and thips of feveral fizes,
fome at anchor and fome in motion, and
with numberlefs boats perpetually row-
ing or failing backwards and forwards ;
the whole of this furrounded by a vaft
tract of fine country, diverfified by a great
many hills and ftreams of water. Add
to this, that under the windows and all
| 7 about
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about the park, there are cows, and deer,
and geefe, and turkeys, and other animals
peaceably feeding upon a verdant carpet
bounded all round by a circular walk. A
fine contraft to the bufy fcene tranfacted
below in the harbour.

What do you fay to it now? They
fpeak of the Chartreufe at Naples, and
they fay it is the fineft fituation in the
world. I believe it. But Mount-Edge-
combe is alfo the fineft; and fo you have
two fineft, one at N:iples, and the other .
in Devonfhire. , In Queen Elizabeth’s
time the admiral of the Spanith Armada,
making f{ure of conquering this kingdom,
begg’d Mount-Edgecombe of Philip II
by way of reward for his intended “con-
queft. Philip promifed to give it ; but
- the Englifh admiral hindered him from
keeping his promife, by accomplithing
the deftru&ion of the Armada with his
invention of fire-thips. A .horrible ftorm
had already begun that deftruction.

- of
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Of the Light-houfe and rock on whicli
it ftands, 1 faw once the model in Lons
don. There was formerly another light=
houfe on that rock; which was wafhed
away by the fea on a ftormy night, and
1till another that was accidentally burnt.
Iremember very well that Iadmired much
the model of this. The ingenuity of the
architeét (ohe Mr. Smeaton) was greaf;,
who found the means of erecting fuch an
edifice in {uch a place ; that is; upon a
floping rock perfeitly naked, and almoft
inceffantly beaten by millions of the moft
tremendous waves. B

To think of digging that rock, and
thus give the edifice a good foundation;
was utterly impoflible, as the rock is near
as hard as porphyry. Thearchite there-
fore had a multitude of holes bored into
it, and large iron bars driven into thofe
holes. To bore fuch holes required no
fmall labour, as you may imagine. Then;
between bar and bar the foundation was
laid, by connelting large flat ftones in

fuch
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fuch a manner, that €ach entered into a
part of the next. No fand was employed
there but what was fetched fo far as the
neighbourhood of Rome.. You know the
nature of the Pozzolana, that hardens
under water every day more when mixed
withlime, and incorporates with the ftones
in fuch a2 manner, as to make one folid

mafs with them in a little time. :
This was certainly 2 noble 'undertak-
~ingspand thus the dangerous rock is made
~wifible to no&turnal navigators, as lights
are thown every. mgh.t‘gg chipg-ﬁf,ﬁat

' ftrange edifice by two men, who live
‘conftantly there, and 'fometimes fee no
body for whole months, efpecially in win-
ter. Thofe men have provifions fent them
from Plymouth when the weather will
permit. ‘But let them be ever fo- plenti-
fully fupplied, fill they muft hufband
them with great care for fear of a long
tempeftuous winter, that leaves nordoin
for fending them any thing. Whata
happy life fome mortals lead on the fur-

Vor. L. D face
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face of this globe ! To be fhut up in &
fmall apartment (a very fmall one) on the
top of a tower feventy foot high, and fee
nothing but water from its narrow win-
dows, and hear no other found but that
of the raging billows inceflantly beating
about them ! T am told that thofe billows
. are often fuch, as to approach the very
top of the Light-houfe, and fprinkle its
narrow windows. The celebrated Rouf-
feau never heard of fuch a place, I fup-
pofe; or he would have begg’d the em-
ploy of lamp-lighter there, he who hates
fo much-all eonverfe with mankind. It
is impofiible to imagine a properer man-
fion for a philofopher fo much out of hu-
mour with this wicked world.

After having walk'd a while in the
circular walk of Mount-Edgecombe, and
well confidered all the parts of that fur-
prifing profpe, I took my leave of the
engineer, who was going another way,
and went back to the barge with another
gentleman who had dined with us. His

chearful
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cliearful countenance, the livelinefs of his
converfation, and the reverend hoarinefs
ef his locks, made me readily {ympathife
with him. He is a Naturalift and an
Antiquarian. © As we croffed the harbour

again, he pointed at a place on the left
hand, and made me take notice of fome

large holes which go deep under the
thore. Near thofe holes, faid he, lived
in ancient days a mighty giant called
Og-magog ;5 and we are informed by an
old chronicle, that he fought once a moft
terrible battle with another giant called
Corineus, whom he killed and threw
head-long into the fea juft by thofe holes:
fo that they have retained the name of
the victor to this day, and are called T7%e
~ holes of Og-magog. '
On our landing at Plymouth the gen-
tleman infifted upon my going to eat a
bit of fupper with him; and while it was
* making ready, he fhowed me his collec-
tion of medals and natural curiofities.
But oh the wonderful difcretion of a Na-
" D2 turalift
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turalift and Antiquarian! He only point+
ed curforily to a few of the rareft pieces
in the colletion, and did not teize me
with minute and tirefome details. Many
" of his brethern have got the trick of
keeping you along time, defcanting upon
every rufty medal they have, upon every
broken idolet, every reptile;, every plant,
every petrifaction, and every chryftallifa-
tion ; nor are they aware, that he who
‘has not made fuch things the principal
object of  his ftudies, confiders, a good
many of them as mere baubles, and can-
not look upon them with fuch eager eyes
as they do themfelves, who having em-
ployed many of their thoughts about
them, and been at a great deal of trouble
in colleéting, hold almoft every individual
piece as dear as a jewel.’

Do not imagine however, that I con-
demn the colle@ors of medals ; muchlefs
thofe of natural curiofities. He who has,
leifure and means, does very well to em-
ploy them this way, if he knows of no ~

' ' better
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better to render himfelf ufeful to the lite-
rary commonwealth. Itis of confiderable
advantage in the profecution of our ftu-
dies to know fomething of ancient coins
and other remains of remote ages ; and
it is a moft rational fatisfa&ion to be ac-
quainted with every pebble that lies in
your way, with every weed you tread up-
on, and with every flower you pluck
up. - And to be able to.range almoft
every thing you fee in its proper clafs,
will _certainly help on life in'a manner
delightful as well as innocent. But to ho-
~ nour accidental infpeors with your pro-
lix 'details, proves intolerably fatiguing.
My gentleman is none of thefe over-
officious explainers, and did not put me
out of patience for a fingle moment. Nor
will I pafs over in filence his daughter,
who feemed to be very well verfed in the
maidenly fcience of fhells and butterflies,
and not even ignorant of the manner in
which coral is formed and infeés live
in its cavities, as I found by converfation
D 3 while
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while at fupper. Her father has made
her the keeper of his cabinet, and fhe
knows fo much of every thing in ir, as
to fupply pretty well his abfence when
there is occafion to fhow it to ftrangers.
I with we had in Italy many young ladies
as learned as Mils Betfey, and able to pro-
cure themfelves fo harmlefs a paftime as
that of examining the various productions
of nature.” I think it would be a very
advantageous addition to that of ﬂancing
well, and fingering a harpfichord with a
matfterly hand.

But the pleafure of feribbling has made
meeéncroach upon the hour of going ta
bed. Therefore, good night. I fee the
dawn peeping out. It is near four b)‘rv my
watch, and rather time to fet out than to
go to fleep. However, I lel go to ﬂcep 3
and fo good mght again.

"LET-
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LETTER VIL

Petty tyranny fecarcely avordadle. Inceflant

ram. ,

From an inn <alled Ho,rfe-ﬂridge, Aug. 21, :360.
THIS has proved a very rainy day,
which has made my fhort journey
very difagreeable. At the town where I
dined, having nobody to talk to, and yet
wanting to talk, I afked mine hoftefs how
the went on in her bufinefs. Very poor-
ly, faid the old woman. T iam forry, faid
I,. tohear you fay fo. But how cap this
be, as this town feems {o populous ?

She then informed me, that almoft the
whole territory of that town belongs to
a noble peer of this realm, who never
goes there, and leaves all his concerns to
the management of an agent. The agent
by thefe means, from a very infignificant
fellow that he originally was, is become
a moft confiderable perfonagein the town
and plays the bathaw over almoft every

D4 bady
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bedy there. Do you fee (quoth the wo-
man) that girl there? Well : fhe is a
virtuous girl, and never would mind the
agent. I will fay no more : but he took
fomething amifs of us, and declared him-
{elf our enemy. He is all-powerful here,
and does right and wrong, juft as helifts :
nor can we get any redrefs, as the juftice
himfelf ftands in fear of him. Some of
the townfmen, who have been wronged
by the agent as we}llvas we, are gone fe-
verally to London to complain of him to
thelord ; but never could get admittance,
becaufe he is too great a man to be {poke
to by ordinary people; befides that fe-
veral of his grace’s fervants are in the
bathaw’s intereft, and take care to ftop
all information. Every body gives a good
word to the lord, and fays that he would
fet all things to rights (2) if he was but
apprifed of what is doing- in this place.

(a) The complaints of the inbabitants (as Iwas cafually
apprifed fince my return to England) have reached the peers
and the agent has been turned out of bis place. '

o



[ 41 ]

To diftrefs me and my family, the agent
- will have nothing further to do with any
inhabitant who comes to my inn; and
he has it in his power to harrafs many,
and deny bread to many, having, as I faid,
the management of almoft all the land
in the territory, and many of them being
the lord’s tenants. Thus I am ruined,
continued the old woman, as I have no
means of fubfiftence but fuch chance-tra-
vellers as you are, and the road from
Plymouth to Falmouth not much fre-
quented. Not a fingle glafs of cyder can
I {ell to any body dependant on that man.
They all avoid me and my houfe as if the

plague was in it !
Now, ye Englithmen, faid I to myfelf,
behold ! Here as well as elfewhere, the
whale fwallows up the f{imall filhes,
whatever you may fay of your laws, which
you think fo very antidotal againit all fort |
of tyranny. Your laws, you fay, are an -
adamantine fhield that covers your whole
‘ifland. No oppreflion is here of any
7 kind ;
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kind; no: not the leaft fhadow of it.
But go to mine hoftefs, gentlemen, and
you will hear another ftory. You will
hear that it is in your country as in all
others ; I mean that no fuch laws can be
thought on by mortal legiflators, as per-
fe@ly to fcreen the weak againft the
firong, .or the poor againft the rich 3
efpecially when the {ubjet of complaint
is not {o great as to draw the public at-
tention, which is generally the cafe in
“thofe many oppreflions that the little en-
dure from the great, Innumerable are
_the diftrefles that one part of -mankind
would heap upon the other, were it not
for a law much higher than any you can
pafs. That law you mutft all endeavour
to inculcate to each other, that.it may
fpread further and further. That alone
will prove powerful if you keep it: but
if you defpife or neglet it, none elfe will
be much conducive to the fuppreflion and
extintion of petty tyranny.

Thus
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"Thus did I go on moralizing the whole
afternoon, clofely thut up in my chaife
becaufe of the rain.” This inn of Horfe-
bridge is the laft place in Devonthire.
To-morrow I fhall be in Cornwall by
break of day

LETTER VIIL

- Chivalry-books. Variations of [peech. Tin,
Gald, and Coal-mines in Italy. Why fhould

ave work hard 2

Falmouth, Aug. 22, 1760,

WITHIN piftol-fhot of the houfe
where I wrote my laft, there is a
brook with a plank overit. At the eaft-
end of that plank Devonthire ends, and
at the weft-end Cornwall begins.

- Cornwall is a province frequently men-
tioned in our ancicnt books of chivalry.
It i1s reprefented as-a country, where
knights-errant often met with ftrange ad-
ventures : With diftreffed damfels riding
about on milk-white palfreys in fearch

of
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of afliftance againft fome giant who had
robbed them of their lovers, or againft
fome necromancer who had fhut up fomg
beautiful queen in his enchanted tower.
Why Cornwal was oftener named in
thofe books than Devonfhire or fome
- other of the adjacent parts, is not eafy
to fay. Perhaps fome fathionable def-
cription of that country determined their
choice, or perhaps in the ages of chivalry’
Cornwall was better known to the Itali-
ans than Devonthire and other adjacent
parts on account of the tin with which
it abounds. The Italians were then the
greateft (perhaps the only) navigators in
Europe, and knew one better than the
other upon that account. Give a better
guefs if you can as to the predileGtion our
romancers had for this province whenever
they laid the fcene in Great Britain.

As Falmouth is little lefs than three
hundfcd miles from London, I expeéted
to be much puzzled in many parts by va-
riation of fpeech.' But I have found that

~ the



"[45]

the fame language is very nearly fpoken
all along the road. The very fpeech of
Falmouth is fo like that of London, as
not to give me the leaft trouble. This
would not have been the cafe in Italy,
where in a much fhorter fpace you meet
“with diale@&s quite unintelligible to the
Tufcans or the Romans, and, what is
fill more furprifing, with other manners
and other tenours of living, which is not
perceptibly the cafe from London to Fal-
mouth. _

However it(is Iucky that I happened
not to come this way abouta centﬁry and
half ago; for I am told that a dialect of
the Welch language was then fpoken
throughout this province, which had cer-
tainly been utterly unintelligible to me.
How the Cornith came to be quite anni-
hilated in {o thort a time is matter of afto-
nithment, confidering that the prefent
inhabitants are not colonifts, but lineal

defcendants from the inhabitants of that
age.. B '

As
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As it has rained apace ever fince I
croffed the finall brook above~-mentioned,
I could fee’ almoft nothing thefe three
days but the road and the inns where I
alighted. I cannot therefore tell you any
very remarkable thing of the country
which I left behind. It was my intention
to ftop at Truro, and go to fee the tin~
mines in its neighbourhood ; but this
untimely rain, which ftill continues, has
defeated my {cheme, and put me quite
out of humour; fo that I jogged along
to this place,and. thus have deprived both
you and myfelf of fome entertainment
and information.

Truro is the chief town of Cornwall.
By what I could fee of it, I'liked it bet
ter than either Exeter or Plymouth.
Along one of the ftreets lie fcattered a
great many fquare pieces of tin, each of
about three hundred pounds weight, as I -
am told. They tell me likewife, that tin
is dug out of the mine along with a great
deal of earth; and not in bits or lumps,

but
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but in grains as {mall as common fand.
The tin is feparated from the earth by
feveral wathings, and, when thus feparat-
ed, is melted and caft into thofe fquare
pieces. ‘The pieces are marked with
the king’s ftamp, and a finall duty is paid
for that mark. Then it is melted again,
and caft into ingots about as big as my
thumb, and little lefs than three {pans
“long; and in this form is tin tranfported
wherever it goes. I got one of thofe in-
gots, and could as eafily bend it as'I can
arope. In the bending it gives a futcef-
five jcracking found, and yet it is not 2
found, properly {peaking : it is rather 2
noife. Nor will an ingot break by bend-
ing, except you twift it hard, and con-
trary-wi’fe. The fquare pieces look very
anuch like filver unpolithed, and emit a
. p;‘:gtfy“ found or tinckling when ftruck
with a ftick or a ftone.
It is 2 good thing for the Cornifh peo-
ple to have plenty of a commodity like
this, which is of general ufe, and almoft

peculiar
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peculiar to their province. It makes therm
ample amends for their foil, which in
- many places feemed to me very barren.
I do not know whether we have any tin
in Italy : but I have once {een an Eng-
lith book of travels (whofe title or au-
thor I cannot now recolle®) in which it is
faid, that the hills about Spoleto and
Norcia contain much of it. If this is
trlie, our Italians muft be confidered as
lefs induftrious than the Englifh, for not
fearching into thofe hills. It is a re-
mark made by many foreigners, that if
nature does not place her treafures within.
the reach of our countrymen, they fcarce-
ly deign to have recourfe to art in order
to get at them. I will not for the prefent
attempt to fettle the ballance of induftry
between ours and other nations. Such a
difcuflion would be endlefs. This how-
ever I will fay, that we have coal-mines
in feveral parts of Italy, which were never
looked into, butby fome curious natura-
lifts ; and that I have myfelf feen hun-

dreds
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dreds of poor people: fearching for gold -
in fome of our rivers, particularly: after
a heavy thower in a' torrent called. Orba;,
which runs between the high Monferrat:
and the Genoefe; and was ‘told, + that.
many a one'is often fo lucky, as to get in.
2 few hours as much of it as will fell for
a crown ‘and more.  Yet no body “ever
made the leaft attempt towards difcoyer<
ing the place from which that gold is
L%d\down_. § 208 CzoowredHinng i
MMfe*ﬂand feveral othc’rfrnagl‘c&s;sﬁﬁ‘»

this nature, hgééﬁ.dftenybaem;cmwwy
ftrangers, and the charader of the Itali-
ans for induftry is not fo great in foreign
countries as it ought perhaps to be. ‘But
though we do not fearch . for coals and
metals, yetI cannot find in my heart pee-
vifhnefs enough to join with thefe cen-
furers. It is true that to berich is a moft
convenient thing; and you will eafily be-
lieve me when I tell you, that I thould niot
at all be difpleafed at an income of ten
thoufand pounds, and even ten thoufand

Vor. I, E times

x o




[ 50 ]
times more. Butwhen I confider that Italy
fares as well, taken all together, as any
other country that can be named; that
there are as few real wants amongft us as
any where elfe; that very few amongft
our poor live in perfet idlenefs ; and that
few, very few, are thofe who can ever be
enriched by hard and conftant labour;
when I confider all this, I cannot indeed
with to fee labour much ‘multiplied
amongft our poor. And pray, why thould
they = '
Ranfack the centre, and with impious hand:
Rifle the bowels of their mother earth
For treafures better hid ?

and why fhould thcy work harder and
harder, to no better purpofe than to make
the rich ftill richer?

Ttaly has been fo favoured by provi~
dence, that it might fhift by itfelf, bet-
ter perhaps than any other country, if it
were put toit. Wehave a fertile ground
that yields with moderate labour not only
every neceflary of life, but even a great

many
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many articles of luxury; nay, we have
thofe articles in fuch plenty, that we can
well {parea large {hare for other nations,
and exchange them for what we fancy
will do us good. We want nothing realy,,
but a fucceffion of good governors care~
ful to fee that people may have a fhare
fuitable to their feveral ranks of thofe
bleflings which the countty yields with
great liberality; and let Englith, Dutch,
or other people, born in climates lefs
kind than ours, perpetually contrive new
fchemes to load . their poor with work,
and think perpetually how to put them
all (if it were feafible) about unbofoming
mountains, or plowing the ocean in num-
berlefs dire&ions, in order to encreafe
the number of the few who are to enjoy
without working. Too much muft be
endured by thofe, to whofe lot it falls to
go upon fuch errands ; and I like not to
fee our poor employed in occupations
that kill fome and harafs many.

E 2 I know
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I know that politicians and traders
have millions of things ready to offer
againft reafonings like this. The very
dulleft amongft them, thinks himfelf
equal to the tafk of proving, that the -
Ttalians, becaufe lefs induftrious, muft of
courfe be lefs happy than the Englifh or
the Dutch, who are the modern patterns
of induftry. But let us take notice, that
in the diGionary of traders and politici-
ans, riches and happinefs are made per-
feCtly fynonimous, though they are not
ftri¢tly fo in the lexicon of philofophers;
and let us refle&t above all, that it is im-
pofiible ro enrich the hundredth part
of the inhabitants of any country, but
through the hard and inceffant labour of
the other ninety nine parts.

L'E T-
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LETTER IX.

Pilchards. Packet-boats, and laft farewell
to England.

Falmouth fill, One o’clock in the afternoon, Aug. 23, 1760.
Y trunk has been carried this mi-
nute on board ; I havealready dined;
I have paid four guineas for thevpermif-'-
fion of embarking; and have no fur-
ther bufinefs here but to wait for the fig-
nal of departure.  'The weather is per-
fe&tly fair, and the wind as favourable as
one can wifh, fince the ftreamer on the
maft-head points exa@ly to Lifbon.

It was a moft lucky thing that I
reached Falmouth lat night. Had I
tarried four and twenty hours longer on
the road, I fhould have been obliged to
pafs a week or a fortnight here, waiting
for another packet; which had proved
fomewhat vexatious, as this place affords .
no other amufement to an unknown

' E 3 ftranger,
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ftranger, but that of walkmg about, or
looking on the fea.

Laft’ mght I fupped with fome gen-
tlemen juft arrived from the place where
I am going. They had 2 very bad paf-
" fage. Calms and ftorms alternately; and
were full four and forty days about it. If
this was to be my cafe, it would heartily
make me curfe my curiofity to fee Por-
:tugal and Spain. However let us hope
for the beft. I have now advanced too
far tb retreat, and will take my chance.

So by and by T fhall be in England nQ
more ! This is no pleaﬁng confideration.
By and by I fhall be toft up and down thc .
waves. And this other conﬁderatlon, do
you think it pleafing ? But, what is
really not pleafing, I fhall have no other
COnllpany on ‘board, éxcept the peaople
that belonrr to the packet. What fhall
I do to employ my time if the paﬁ'agc
provcs long ? Scribble and read 'But a
;nan cannot read and fcrzbblc for ever, I
'fhall want a little talk 11keW1fe 3 and the

people
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people of the packet, I fuppofe, will
have other bufinefs to mind than my
converfe. Put all this together, and fay
whether my prefent fituation can raife
your envy. Butit is a folly to abandan
ourfelves to our imaginations when they
are of the gloomy kind. .

I had not much reft laft night, as I
‘went to bed much vexed at the rain that
continued pouring without any fort of
difcretion. But rifing with the fun, I
was mightly pleafed to fee it fhine in its
greateft glory, and not the leaft {peck of
a cloud in the whole horizon. I walked
along the fhore, waiting for the captain
of the packet, with whom I was to go
for the pafiport. In my walk I met with
a gentleman, an early rifer, it feems, as
well as myfelf. I bowed; he bowed.
‘Going for Lifbon, fir? Yes, fir. I hope
you will have a good paffage. I thank
you kindly. Words beget words. We
faid fomething of the war; we made a
jeft of the French; praifed the king of

E4 Prufiia,
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..Pruﬁ'lé; prince Ferdinand, and fo forth.
Then we came to talk of Falmouth. He
told me that he traded much in pilch-
ards; and that he fent every year feve-
ral fhip-loads to feveral parts of Europe,
and particularly to Italy.-

Pilchards, as Icould colle& from his
difcourfe, are the chief commodity that
the Falmouth people have for trade. The
fith comes in this neighbourhood gene-
rally three times a year, and always in
large fhoals. That which is caught in
winter proves beft and fells beft. 'They
take immenfe quantities of it; falt it;
ftow it in large barrels; and fell it for
the greateft part to the feveral catholic
nations. ~Should the Pope turn Protef-
tant, and abolith lent and meégré days, or
only tell us that it is no fin to eat a good
fowl on a Friday, the Falmoi}thians
would have no great temptation to laugh
at the jeft. Yet, befides this refource,
tﬁey have money neceffarily circulating
in the town, in confequence of the many
. o |  packets
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- packets here ftationed for feveral parts of
the Weft-Indies, Spain, and. Portugal.
Nor is this country barren and unplea-
fant. I like very well what I have feen
of it, and Falmouth feems to me one of
thofe innumerable places where a man
may live agreeably, provided he has
wherewithal to fupply all his wants.
But hark ! it is the fignal-gun that calls
me on board with its refounding voice.
So farewell England, farewell again and
again. |

LETTER X

Sea-ficknefs. Monfieur or the Dog. Neither
Fight nor florm. Englifbmen mending.

From on board the King-George-Packet, about 2 hupdréd
and fifty miles off Falmouth. Aug.z24, 1760.

ESTERDAY about two o’clock
in the afternoon I came haftily on
board. The fails were {pread, and in lefs
than three hours, with the fhore always
in view, we found ourfelves off a place
. ' called
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called Land’s Endy which (as the name
implies) is the weftern-moft point ‘of
England. I fetch'd a deep figh when a
. little after I faw it no more.
- It was near eight when all I could fee
about.us was nothing but water, water,
water. 'The fky was quite bright, the
wind blew very frefh, and the fea was
as flat as the table I am writing upon :
fo that, finding I was already thirty miles
from the fhore without the leaft {ymp-
tom of the fea-ficknefs, I made fure I
thould efcapeit. It came into my head
that about ' five "and 'twenty ‘years ago,
crofling that little puddle pompoufly
called zhe Adriatic Sea by the Venetians,
I was taken ill within two or three miles
from the land ; and that the fame had
happened ten years ago when I went
from Boulogne to Dover. This was
good ground enough for hope, confider-
ing my prefent diftance from the fhore.
Yet that hope was blafted, and at fun-
{et
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{et my ftomach wrought with fuch vio=
lence, that for near three hours I was
more ill than words can exprefs. I was
carried down little lefs than fenfelefs,
and put to bed. An end was foon put
to my torment by my falling into a moft
profound fleep, in fpight of the inceffant
crackings of the fhip, and in {pight of
the walking, talking, finging, and j Jump-
ing of the failors.

«It was near eight this morning when
I was awakened by fome of the fellows
crying out a4 fzi/, a fail. " As I found my-
felf tolerably well, I got up inftantly,
and 'went upon deck, where about an
hour after I faw through my {pying-glafs
a thip that feemed to make towards us.
Now, thought I, I fhall have fomething
to enliven my letter of to-day. Every
man on board was looking at the fhip,
fome through teléfcopes, and fomé with
their own eyes. - None could as yet tell
whether it was 3 friend or a foe. This

packet
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packet is a moft {pecial failer; fo that
none of our people feared being overtaken
by any purfuer, and we went on as if
no body had been in fight. The captain
inquired with great kindnefs after my
health, hoped I would be fick no more,
and order’d tea, which was moft é.ccept-
able, as my throat was very fore becaufe
of the efforts made laft night. I break-
fafted heartily ; then looked again at the
thip that followed; then took up a book ;
then went down to dine; then went up
to look at the thip again; then read a-
gain and again. - Towards five this after-
noon the thip was within two or three
miles of us, and feveral of our people
were pofitive that it was Mar(hal Bellifle,
a privateer of Morlaix that carries twelve
or fourteen guns. By what marks they
could know it, I cannot tell. As this
epinion prevailed, our tars withed the
Dog would come an inch nearer, juft to
give him a broadfide or two, by way of

pay-
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paying him for his fawcinefs in looking
at us. As we have a few guns more than
the Dog, (for dog is the word) we would
prefently cure him of his impertinence.
But packetsare ftrictly forbidden to fight,
when fighting can be avoided by failing
away. They cannot even ftop to attack
enemies of inferior force. Therefore
Monfieur, or ‘the Dog, (the two words |
are {ynonimous) is perfectly fafe, and
may follow as long as he lifts. We have
now fpread a few additional (ails, and the
captain tells me, that in about two hours
we  fhall, fee him no more if this wind
continues. My account of this voyage
therefore will not be graced with the nar-
ration of a naval combat, which would
"‘nake it muach prettier ; and it will prove
quite infipid if we are alfo fo unlucky
as not to meet with a ftorm to excite a

little my powers of defcription.
But what fhall I fay now the privateer
has difappeared ? I want a fubject for
fcribbling
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feribbling half an hour longer, and here
1 have none at hand. Let me ftep back
to the dear ifland I quitted yefterday.

The farther I went from London; the
more tractable feem’d the low people:
None did I meet that was {paring of hows
and civil behaviour ; and in the whole
journey I never was honoured once with
the pretty appellation of French dog, {0
liberally beftowed by the London rabble
upon thofe who have an outlandith look ;
and you know how few are the ftrangers
that can look like natives any where.

This - cuftom "of ~abufing ftrangers
without the leaft provocation, is by many
attributed to the freedom of the Englifh
govcmment But I am far from being of
this opinion, as the cuftom of abufing
ftrangers is not peculiar to the Enghfh
There are other governments quite diffe~
rent from the Britith, where the low
people make thus free with thofe who
are not their countrymen; and call them

by



[ 63 1]

by injurious names as they go by. How-
ever, in the fpace of ten years, 1 have ob-
ferved that the Englith populace have
confiderably mended their manners in
this particular; and am perfuaded that
in about twenty years mare they will
become quite as civil to ftrangers as the
French and the Italians. When I firft
went to London, I remember that a
ftranger could fcarcely walk about with
his hair in a bag without being affronted. -
Every porter and, every  ftreet-walker
would give a_ pull"to his bag, metrcly to
rejoice themfelves and paflengers: but
now, both ftrangers and natives wear bags
about London without moleftation ; nor
is the French-dog by far fo much in fafhion -
‘asit was then, when they would even be-
ftow it upon a Turk, whofe chin was
fhaded by a beard, and whofe head was
hidden in a turban.

The low people all over the kingdom
feem to think that there are but two na-
tions in the world, the Englith and the

French;
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Ffench and he muft be a Frenchman
who is not an Englithman. Then they
know fomething of a fea-faring people
called the Dutch, for whom they have
the greateft contempt. But talk to them
of other nations ; of the Italians for in-
ftance : They have heard fomething of
_the Italians; but @’n’t the*Talians French?
 What are they ? Have they any bread to
eat, or any beer to drink, like the Eng-
lith? Or do they feed upon foop-meagre
| and frogs like the French?

Here you will be apt to wonder at the
ignorance of the Englith populace :" but
while you wonder, be pleafed to recol-
le& that our Italian populace are full as
ighorant, and even more. What no-
tions have our populace of the Englith ?
They have heard that the Englith do not
believe the Pope to be infallible: of
courfe they are not Chriftians. But what
are they ? No body knows for certain;
but the Englifh believe in tran{migration,
and that they fhall be turnsd into fome

animal
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animal or other after death ; mean while
they are all Lords; and not men and
women, ‘but fomething elfe, no body
knows what. R
* “Such' are the notions our low people
have of the Englifth ; and what encreafes-
their abfurdity is; that they fee Englith
travellers every day, who look as much
like men as the Pope himfelf. And as to
the Englith notions about eating and
drinking, did you ever hear of the honeft.
Neapolitan who was going to Rome?
" ‘He put bread and onions in his pofi-
chaife, not knowing (faid he) whether
there was any thing to eat at fuch a
diftance from Naples.

Excufing therefore their rudenefs to
ftrangers, and their contempt for all
other countries, [into which contempt
they are betray’d by many of their daily
{cribblers, who are inceffantly reviling
all other countries;] the populace of Eng-
land is far from being fo hateful as
ftrangers are apt to think a little after:

Vor. L. F : their
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their arrival in London. I have feen
them contribute as many fhillings as they
eould fpare, towards the maintenance of
the French prifoners they have made in
the prefent war : I have f{een them forry
when the news came that Damiens had
ftabb’d the King of France: and I have
heard an univerfal fhout of joy when their
parliament voted a hundred thoufand
pounds to the Portuguefe on hearing of
the tremendous earthquake. What do
you fay to this? Is it poffible to hate
peopleof this make ? ‘What fignifies their
ridiculous cuftom of calling names, by
which foreign blockheads are fo much
offended ? ,

But ’tis time to go to bed. If I am
in the humour to-morrow, I will re-
fume this topic, and tell you more of
the Englith. Except a little fore-throat,
I now find myfelf better than ever I was
in my life; and yet laft night my fick-
nefs was fo horrible, that I thought it

im-
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“impofiible to furvive it. It is really a
thing that feels fatal. :

"LETTER X1.

Aequaintance contrafled af Sea. A Bdg- :

pipe. Funo's and Venus's.

: King George Packet, Aug: 25, 17604
THE Captain’s name is Bawn, and
— the Lieutenant’s Oak. They are
_ b’@ very kind and very civil ; nor did I

;:;er fec iny people: mind  their buﬁmﬁz-

more clofe]y than they do’theis. T think
they live without {leep. They are always
- upon deck, and attentive to the failors,
that each may ftick to his refpedive dw:y
Scarcely dare I to exchangc ten words
with either for fear of proving trouble~
fome, However, ‘when we are along fide
of a buttock o of beef; as they phrafe i,
we talk faft enough and drink to each
other merrily. But you do not know that
I have found a treafure in this thip. Yes,

Fa in-
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indeed ; and this treafure is the Surgeon.
This morning, as we were both in the
great room (I mean a room which is
eight or nine feet wide) I faw this fur-
geon looking into a quarto book, which
I perceived to be an Italian ditionary.
Do you read Italian, Sir? ¢ I have been
¢ ftudying it a while, Sir, but I cannot
¢ fay that I know much of it.” :
Thefe were the firft words I heard him
utter, for he looks very referv’d. Sir, faid
I, I know fomething of Italian myfelf;
:and if you chufe, we will read a'page or
two together out of any book you have.
W'itfl all my heait, faid he ; and fetch’d
a volume of Redi’s medical confultations.
1 read a few periods, and as fluently as if
ithad been myown language. Hewas afto- .
nifhed at my readinefs, as he had not yet
found by my pronounciation that I was
no Englithman. You read it, faid he,
much better than I. Were you ever ‘in
Italy? Ay, faid I, I was only born and
bred there, and was moreover the very
' identical
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identical compiler of this diGionary. The
Scotchman (for he is a.Scotchman) feem’d
extremely pleafed with this kind of ad-
venture, and we are already very intimate
friends. He fpeaks Spanith and Portu-
guefe, befides fome other languages ; has
been in all the four quarters of the world
playing the furgeon on board this and
that fhip, and feems well fkilled in his
profeflion. Was it poflible to form a
better acquaintance in the midft of the
Atlantic Ocean ? vHé plays, befides, on
the bag-pipe; an odd inftrument I never
faw in Italy. Our mountaneers indeed
have the bag-pipe, but different from his.
They introduce the air into the bag by
blowing continually into a tube while
they are playing : but he fwells ity by
means of a bellows, which he prefles with
his left elbow, while he is managing the
flute with his fingers. A very good con-
frivance to fpare one’s lungs! We are
refolved to read a good deal of Italian

and Portugucfe before we reach Lifbon.
' F 3 ' Iafk



