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From its windows, and indeed from
that whole fide of the hill, you fee ftraight
afore_you the vaft ocean extending itfelf
| beyond the reach of eyes. The immenfe
liquid plain has its uniformity interrupted
only in one fmall place about ten miles
from the land. Imean, thatabout ten
miles off at fea there is a Light-houfe
ereCted ona rock, which ftands abfolutely
by itfelf, and is called The Eddy-flone.
The Light-houfe is very vifible from
Mount-Edgecombe, though at fucha dif-
tance. On your left hand you have the
harbour with the iflet of St. Nicholas,
the citadel, the dock, and the town of
Plymouth. The harbour fwarms with
men of war and thips of feveral fizes,
fome at anchor and fome in motion, and
with numberlefs boats perpetually row-
ing or failing backwards and forwards ;
the whole of this furrounded by a vaft
tract of fine country, diverfified by a great
many hills and ftreams of water. Add
to this, that under the windows and all
| 7 about



o3 ]
about the park, there are cows, and deer,
and geefe, and turkeys, and other animals
peaceably feeding upon a verdant carpet
bounded all round by a circular walk. A
fine contraft to the bufy fcene tranfacted
below in the harbour.

What do you fay to it now? They
fpeak of the Chartreufe at Naples, and
they fay it is the fineft fituation in the
world. I believe it. But Mount-Edge-
combe is alfo the fineft; and fo you have
two fineft, one at N:iples, and the other .
in Devonfhire. , In Queen Elizabeth’s
time the admiral of the Spanith Armada,
making f{ure of conquering this kingdom,
begg’d Mount-Edgecombe of Philip II
by way of reward for his intended “con-
queft. Philip promifed to give it ; but
- the Englifh admiral hindered him from
keeping his promife, by accomplithing
the deftru&ion of the Armada with his
invention of fire-thips. A .horrible ftorm
had already begun that deftruction.

- of
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Of the Light-houfe and rock on whicli
it ftands, 1 faw once the model in Lons
don. There was formerly another light=
houfe on that rock; which was wafhed
away by the fea on a ftormy night, and
1till another that was accidentally burnt.
Iremember very well that Iadmired much
the model of this. The ingenuity of the
architeét (ohe Mr. Smeaton) was greaf;,
who found the means of erecting fuch an
edifice in {uch a place ; that is; upon a
floping rock perfeitly naked, and almoft
inceffantly beaten by millions of the moft
tremendous waves. B

To think of digging that rock, and
thus give the edifice a good foundation;
was utterly impoflible, as the rock is near
as hard as porphyry. Thearchite there-
fore had a multitude of holes bored into
it, and large iron bars driven into thofe
holes. To bore fuch holes required no
fmall labour, as you may imagine. Then;
between bar and bar the foundation was
laid, by connelting large flat ftones in

fuch
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fuch a manner, that €ach entered into a
part of the next. No fand was employed
there but what was fetched fo far as the
neighbourhood of Rome.. You know the
nature of the Pozzolana, that hardens
under water every day more when mixed
withlime, and incorporates with the ftones
in fuch a2 manner, as to make one folid

mafs with them in a little time. :
This was certainly 2 noble 'undertak-
~ingspand thus the dangerous rock is made
~wifible to no&turnal navigators, as lights
are thown every. mgh.t‘gg chipg-ﬁf,ﬁat

' ftrange edifice by two men, who live
‘conftantly there, and 'fometimes fee no
body for whole months, efpecially in win-
ter. Thofe men have provifions fent them
from Plymouth when the weather will
permit. ‘But let them be ever fo- plenti-
fully fupplied, fill they muft hufband
them with great care for fear of a long
tempeftuous winter, that leaves nordoin
for fending them any thing. Whata
happy life fome mortals lead on the fur-
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face of this globe ! To be fhut up in &
fmall apartment (a very fmall one) on the
top of a tower feventy foot high, and fee
nothing but water from its narrow win-
dows, and hear no other found but that
of the raging billows inceflantly beating
about them ! T am told that thofe billows
. are often fuch, as to approach the very
top of the Light-houfe, and fprinkle its
narrow windows. The celebrated Rouf-
feau never heard of fuch a place, I fup-
pofe; or he would have begg’d the em-
ploy of lamp-lighter there, he who hates
fo much-all eonverfe with mankind. It
is impofiible to imagine a properer man-
fion for a philofopher fo much out of hu-
mour with this wicked world.

After having walk'd a while in the
circular walk of Mount-Edgecombe, and
well confidered all the parts of that fur-
prifing profpe, I took my leave of the
engineer, who was going another way,
and went back to the barge with another
gentleman who had dined with us. His

chearful



[ 351
cliearful countenance, the livelinefs of his
converfation, and the reverend hoarinefs
ef his locks, made me readily {ympathife
with him. He is a Naturalift and an
Antiquarian. © As we croffed the harbour

again, he pointed at a place on the left
hand, and made me take notice of fome

large holes which go deep under the
thore. Near thofe holes, faid he, lived
in ancient days a mighty giant called
Og-magog ;5 and we are informed by an
old chronicle, that he fought once a moft
terrible battle with another giant called
Corineus, whom he killed and threw
head-long into the fea juft by thofe holes:
fo that they have retained the name of
the victor to this day, and are called T7%e
~ holes of Og-magog. '
On our landing at Plymouth the gen-
tleman infifted upon my going to eat a
bit of fupper with him; and while it was
* making ready, he fhowed me his collec-
tion of medals and natural curiofities.
But oh the wonderful difcretion of a Na-
" D2 turalift
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turalift and Antiquarian! He only point+
ed curforily to a few of the rareft pieces
in the colletion, and did not teize me
with minute and tirefome details. Many
" of his brethern have got the trick of
keeping you along time, defcanting upon
every rufty medal they have, upon every
broken idolet, every reptile;, every plant,
every petrifaction, and every chryftallifa-
tion ; nor are they aware, that he who
‘has not made fuch things the principal
object of  his ftudies, confiders, a good
many of them as mere baubles, and can-
not look upon them with fuch eager eyes
as they do themfelves, who having em-
ployed many of their thoughts about
them, and been at a great deal of trouble
in colleéting, hold almoft every individual
piece as dear as a jewel.’

Do not imagine however, that I con-
demn the colle@ors of medals ; muchlefs
thofe of natural curiofities. He who has,
leifure and means, does very well to em-
ploy them this way, if he knows of no ~

' ' better






































































































