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TO THE
P R ESIDENT

A"
M EMBER S
\ - OF THE

ROYAL ACADEMY

0 F.

PAINTING, SCULPTURE,
and ARCHITECTURGE.

GENTLEMEN,

™ N my various rambles through

E various countries, I have nei-
ther feen nor heard of a fet of
artifts comparable to that which
your monarch aflembled when  he
formed you into an academy In-

. ftead of  attempting to exprefs my
A2 grati-



iv DEDICATION.

‘gratitude to that royal goodnefs,
which has deigned to conneét me
with fo refpectable a fociety, I will
revere and love it in filence, and
endeavour to fthow that I deferve
what it has beftowed, by a vigorous
exertion of my abilities whenever
occafion fhall call them into your -
fervice. In the mean while, gen-
tlemen, give me leave to dedicate
to, you the firft work I have pre-
pared for publication fince I had the
honour of belonging to you; » You
have a right to this fmall token of
an affe&ion, which inclination as
well as duty has kindled in the
breaft of

Your moft humble
and moft
deiroted fervant,

JOSEPH BARETTIL



PREFACE

Have not a better apology to offer jfor

my confidence in prefenting this enlight-
ened nation with thefe volumes, than that
the accounts of Spain hitherto publifbed in
the Englifb language, are in general ad-
judged to be very imperfect. This obfervation,
which I had often heard repeated by many
Englifbmen of diftinguifbed knowledge, has
emboldened me to. publifb my remarks upon
that country.

In the defcriptions that follow, I hope
it will appear that I have fpared no pains
to carry my reader in fome meafure along
with me; to make him fee whar I faw,
hear what 1 heard, feel what I felt, and
even think and fancy whatever I thought
and
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and fancied myfelf.  Should this method
prove agreeable, and procure the honour of
a favourable reception to my work, I fhall owe
it in a great part to my moft revered friend
Dr. Samuel Fohnfon, who fuggefled it to mé,
Juft as I was fetting out on my firf} journey
10 Spain. It was he that exhorted me to
write dailyy and with all poffible minutenefs:
it was he that pointed out the topics which
awonld moft intereft and moft delight in a fu-
zure publication.  To his injunctions I have
kept as clofe as I was able, and my only
 fear-upon this occafiony isy “that fome want
of dexterity in the managémént of my nar-
ratives may juftly have fubjected me to the
charge of egotifin, as I am convinced that
I have paffed too frequently from my fub-
Jjeé to myfelf, and made myfelf as much too of -
ten the hero of my own flory. Yet this fear is
not fo predominant, as to exclude the hope
that fuch an impropriety will be overlooked if
I have but fucceeded in the main paz;zt and
cffectually  affifted the zmtzgmaz‘zon of my
reader to form an ideatolerably juft of Spain,

by
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by exhibiting as well the Jace of the country,
as the manners of the inhabitants. This it
will appear that I have laboured pretty
hard to attain 5 and as this is the chief end
of a traveller's narrative, the real critich
will not be difpleafed that it has been
principally purfued, that fubordinate and
incidental parts have been lefs diligently
confidered, and that, where attention was

moft required, it has been moft liberally be-
Sfowed.



Notice g;z;‘wn of the departure.

Lhndon, Aug 15,‘ 176o'.
8 "‘"D%AR BROTHERS

bﬁk{nor oW a] J? a,
(JUi 1Lﬂ ch .J\._ { f\! AvalS C

metrop(\ﬂis, and fetxou'tf {Q’UQ’E@I‘

ix'inouth on my way home through Por-

fugal Spam, and the fouthern part of
France. = A long round-about way | Buit
you know that all communication is
ftopped between Dover and Calais be=
caufe of the war; and fince I muft go a
long journey, I ¢ire nét how long 1
make it. I go through Portugal and
Spain rather than Holland, becaufe of

Holland I have heard and read enough, -

whereas I know litile of Portugal and
Bor. 1.~ B lefs
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lefs of Spain, as there are but very ini~
perfet accounts of either. Befides, that
going the Falmouth-way, T fhall like-
wife fee the weftern part of this king-
dom, which I have not vifited. _

To-morrow then is theday, from which
I reckon that in about two months, or
three at moft, I thall have the inexpref-
fible pleafure of feeing you again, after
an abfence of full ten years. My blood
runs warmer and my heart beats quicker,
when 1 think that after o long a fepa-
ration I am going 'to fit down ‘again'to a
domeftic meal with one of ‘my brothers
fronting me, and one at each fide of
me ! '

Now therefore, England, farewell! 1
quit thee with lefs regret, becaufe I am
returning to my native country after a
very long abfence, confidering the thort-
nefs of life.- Yet I cannot leave thee
without tears. May Heaven guard and
profper thee, thou illuftrious mother of
polite men and virtuous women ! Thou

 great
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great mart of literature! Thou nurfery
of invincible foldiers, of bold naviga-
tors, and ingenious artifts, farewell, fare-
well! T have now forgotten all the crofizs
and anxieties I have undergone in thy .
regions for the fpace of ten years: but
never-will I forget thofe many amongfl
thy fons who have affifted me in my
“wants, encouraged me in my difficulties,
comforted me in my adverfities, and im+
parted to me the light of their knowledge
in the dark and intricate mazes of life !
Farewell, /imperial 'England, ' farewell,
farewell !

LETTER IL

Pegple in the ﬂage-caacﬁ Salifbury. and
its cathedral. Militia. Bone-lace and
Ducking-flool at Honiton. Love whence
arifing.

_ Exeter, Aug. 16, 1760.
EHOLD! 1 am diftant frors Lon-
don a hundred and ﬁxty miles, and

more !
B 2 On
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On Friday I fet out in one of thof¢
numberlefs coaches that are continually
going backwards and forwards from town
to town. 'The coach contained fix peo-
ple; and all fix proved agreeable com-
pany to each other, though collected
by mere chance: three women on one
fide, dnd three men over againft them.

This begins to look like a novel ; and
yet it is no novel at all. In this coach
were an elderly aunt with her two nieces,
_an Englifh gentleman, a Scotch oﬁicer,
and your eldeft brother.  The fix horfes
went on at a great! rate. I 'knew the
officer’s country by his pronunciation, as
well as by his earneft talking with the
aunt about nobility. This was his fa-
vourite topick. But the Englithmhan and
I, employed‘ our time to better purpofe,
chatting as faft as we could with the
nieces, both modeftly talkative and mo-
deftly pretty. Yet the good aunt was
not fo deep funk into genealogy as her
partner would have her; but turned to

us
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ys from time to time, and encouraged
her girls to be chearful and fing fongs,
which they often did in' fuch a manner,
as to pleafe even an Italian.

So agreeable a company I fhall proba-
bly not find in the remainder of my
journey, as it is but feldom that poor
travellers are fo lucky as ‘to meet with
fuch good-natured aunts, and with girls
fo pretty, fo fprightly, and fo obliging.
The Scotchman, though fomewhat ftiff
and ridiculous with his accounts of the
great nobility in ‘Argylefhire, | yet was
not unwelcome, as he is a man of very
good fenfe in other refpe@s. The Eng-
lith gentleman is learned beyond his age,
and rather over.civil, as he has but
lately quitted the college.

On the firft day I faw nothing, asone
may fay, becaufe we trotted along very
- faft. I could only obferve that the inns,
" where we alighted to change horfes and
refreth ourfelves, are all neat and goad,
es all inns are on all great roads in Eng-

B 3 land.
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land. We croffed Salifbury in hafte on
the fecond day: but as I had heard
much of its cathedral, I choft to give a
look atit. Sol alighted, -and ran like a
fury through the town. Thus running
1 took notice of the market, which is
fpacious and plentifully ftored with meat .
and all forts of vegetables. Along the
large ftreet I croffed, there is water run-
ning on both fides juft by the houfes;
which muft be a great convenience to
the inhabitants. I entered the cathedral
for ‘a minute; It is a ftately building,
and much more gothic than that of Mi-
lan ; but not half fo large, as far as [
can remember. That of Milan I take to
be the largeft edifice of the kind in the
whole world.

On a wide plain, not far from Salif-
bury, there is that thing (I know not
what name to give it) called Stone-henge.
I thould be forry if you had not preferved
all my former defcriptions of feveral re-
markable things in this kingdom: Were

I never
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T never to come to' England again, as may
cafily be the cafe, I fhall be very glad to
have thofe defcriptions, in order to re- -
vive a pleafing remembrance from time
to time. A poor pleafure, compared to
that I fhould feel in feeing this country
again! But ftill, better little than no-
thing. .

Not far from Salifbury there is like-
wife a country-feat belonging to an Eng-
ifh carl, where there is the ampleft col-
le&ion of ftatues, bufts, and other ancient
monuments- in - this_ kingdom together
with many fine paintings; almoft every
thing brought at an immenfe expence
from your fide of the Alps. I do not
know what poflefled me, that I never
went to fee that {eat in the {pace of ten
years, efpecially as I was twice in its
neighbourhood.  But men are naturally
procraftinators : they put it off till next
day, till next week ; and the next day
or the next week never comes.

B 4. On



[ 8]

On the third day we dined at a littls
town called 7-Iomton, where they makc
a good deal of that lace fo much admired
' by Ttahaq ladxes, that goes w1th us by
the name of Iﬂerlettz a Ino*/zzlterm I
wonder why it is not made every where,
as thofe who make it are neither phllo-
fophers nor conjurers, but poor ignorant.
women. I would have bought fome for
fornc people at Tunn but forbore, to
avoid being plagued at the many cuftom-
houfes where I {hall be fearched before
T'reach home.

At Homton, from the window of the
inn; 1 faw a battalxon of m1ht1a newly
~ raifed. They went through their mili-
tary exercife ; and I own I did not
much admire their movements How-
ever, they will drive the world before
‘them when they come to be better xho-
delled ; and thé French Wln ﬁnd 1t no
jett, if. ever they dare to come over in
their flat- bottom boats, and fet their feet

on
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pn the Britith fhore, as they have been
threatcnmg this long while.

We dined haftily. T hen the Enghfh-
man and I walked out of the town, juft
to ftretch our legs a little. ' We went fo
far as a fmall rivulet, where I took no-
tice of an engine called aDuckmg-ﬁool
What is it ? T will tell youif Ican. It
is a ftool to fiton. A kind of armed
wooden chair, fixed on the extremity

f a pole about fifteen feet long. The
‘i\\% rizontally placed on a poft juft
;&;& ater, Lamm}y{qm@gﬁ to that
‘polt; fo that' by raifiig it gp%%d
yowlower the ftool down into the midft
of the rivulet. Do you comprehend
me ? That ftool ferves at prefent to duck
fcolds and termagants: but it is faid,
that the fuperflitious inhabitants of Ho-
niton ufed formerly to place on it thofe
old women whom they thought to be

witches, and duck’d them unmercifully
feveral times ; fometimes to death.

While
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' While the young gentleman and I
were gravely philofophifing on the no-
tion of witches, which has been fo ge-
neral at all times and 'in all countries,
the coach overtook us. But inftead of
getting into it, we wanted to pull the
young ladies out of it, and give them a-
plunge or two, becaufe in our days the
opinion prevails, that all pretty girls
are witches, and old women are fo no
more. Indeed Mifs Anne and Mifs Helen
had'a fine efcape, and may thank the -
coachman who ‘was'in hafte, or they had
~paid for their bewitching looks.

Not far from Honiton they left us as
well as the Scotch officer, and the fepa-
ration feemed grievous to us all. We
kiffed and parted; and not with .eyes
perfectly dry. Did I fay kifled? Yes,
‘upon my word. But you Italians make
 fo much of a kifs, that there is no-en-
during you. Here we make nothing of
it, efpecially on fuch occafions ; nor is
.there any harm in it, whatever you may

think.
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think. What have you to fay, you peo-
ple on the other fide of that huge moun-
tain ? 1 am fure I'{hall not abide your
filly fathions, now I am ufed to thofe
of England. What a ridicalous thing
is kiffing men and men, or women and
women ! The Englith have twenty times
- more wit than you. When I am amongft
you again, I will pofitively follow the’
Engii(h fathions: and fo, tell all the
damfels in your neighbourhood, that I
am'coming to mend their manners. I
will fet up as a reformer now I am a
travell’d man, and will do as all travell’d
‘men do, when they get back home.
They look, and with good reafon, upon
themfelves as a good deal the w 1fcr for
having feen the world.

However, I felt more pain than I will
tell you in the a& of quitting thofe two
amiable maidens. | Perhaps I have feen
them for the laft time, and that is al-
ways an ugly thought ! Nothing endears
people fo faft to each other as travelling

togethet
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together in the fame vehicle; and the
effe¢t is natural.  Qur love for perfons
arifes from the pleafure we reccive from
them. The more pleafure they eangive
us, the greater our love. This is phi-
Yofophy, or I am a blockhead. In that
coach none of us could receive any plea-
fure but what was got from one of the
other five; and each endeavoured to give
fome, that he might reccive fome. Thus
one {ung a fong, one told a ftory, one
produced a pun, one did this, and ano-
ther did ' that.”The 'whole world " was
without the coach, and within there
was nothing but ourfelves. Therefore
having nothing elfe to love, we loved
cach other very faft. It has been ob-
ferved, that the ftrongeft love is that
contradted in a jail; and the coach was
for three days a perfect jail to us: fo we
were all become friends enough to grieve
at parting.' . But what fignifies talking?
. We parted, and there is an end; fuch
tranfitory joys and pains ‘are the lot of

travellers,
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travellers. 'The coach goes no further

than this town, and I muft think to-
morrow of another vehicle.

LETTER IIL |
Fine drefing not blameable. Fgﬁy broken

nofes. A promife to write trifles. -

Excter fill, Aug. 17, 1760.

HIS morning early I walked all
over this town. It is none of the
finelt, very ill paved, andvery dirty, tho”
it is fummer. “In ‘winter it ‘muft be
ten times worfe. The houfes are gene-
raliy built in {uch a ftyle of architecture,
that Palladio would have hang’d himfelf
for vexation, if he had feen them., I
went togive alook to the cathedral. As
it 1s Sunday, it was full of pecple, and
the parfon was preaching againft the va=
nity of dreffing. What he {2id upon the
fubject was fenfible enough, m)d feelin ngly

()
delivered; but not much to the pur-

0‘

J

')f‘{':‘ B
l Clls
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pofe, as I thought, becaufe the Exo-
nians do not pique themfelves (thofe
at leaft who formed his audience) on the
magnificence of their apparel. Many
" looked clean; but not one gaudy. Yet,
had they even been fine, I do not like
to hear drefling much condemned.
Drefling is one of the many things that
encreafe the difference between the rea-
fonable animal and the unreafonable;
and any thing, be it ever {o {mall, that
increafes that difference, is never much
amifs.  Extremes to ‘be fure ‘are ex-
tremes 3 and the vanity of dreffing may
-be carried fo far as to be ridiculous ; yet
finful it can fcarcely ever be : therefore,
if I were a preacher, I would never bear
hard upon this point, becaufe I have ob-
ferved that people well dreffed, have in
general a kind of refpect for themfelves;
and whoever refpe&s himfelf, does a very
good thing. As for my part, I love
drefling fo well, that if I could afford

1t,

7
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it, I would be half a beau all the year
round. '

This cathedral 1s Gothic, like that of
Salifbury ; but much inferior to it in
many refpets. It is large enough for the
town, but has nothing very remarkable,
except the fifty figures (if I have counted
them right) which adorn its front. They
are alto-relievos, and all nofelefs. Time
has pick’d off their nofes, and made duft
of them, as it does of all nofes, whether
marbleornot. From thetop of thechurch,
where I afcended by a'winding ftai ' ca’,
the fteps of which are in bad order,
I 'have taken aview of the country round.
It is very fine, full of fmall hills covered
with trees, and watered by many ftreams.

Before  the cathedral are fome trees
planted in rows, each tree fantaftically
cut in the form of afan. About the
walls of a ruined caftle, which ftands
higher than the town, therc is 2 finc
walk much frequented by women, as I
could fee towards the latter part of the

afterncon.
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'afte;rnobn.v I faw few men there. 'The
profpe@ facing the caftle on the fide of

the walk, isone of the moft pleafing.
To-morrow my trunk will be forward=
ed to Falmouth in a cart or waggon.
The Englifh gentleman and I go to Ply-
mouth, where I intend to make but a
fhort ftay. I want to be at Falmouth
and embark for Lifbon. Having no more
pretty girls to travel with, I find that
I grow impatient, and long to fee my
journey’s end, thinking more and more
deeply onthe three thoufand miles I have
to go. Itis thefeventhor eighth partof the
globe’s circumference! From Plymouth;
and even from Falmouth, I will write
to you again, and fend my letters back
to London, that they may be. forwarded
to you from thence. From Falmouth
onward I propofe to write to you every
night, even when I am at fed, and tell
you the ftory of every day. But what=-
ever I write, as I go on, fhall not be
brought to you by any body but myfelf.
Be
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Be fure T will write a world of ti}irﬁg@
that [ thall fee or hear. Trifles indeed.
they will commonly be, ds I fhall have
no leifure any where to make deep re-
marks. Yet I will endeavour to be en-
tertaining, at leaft to myfelf; as I thall
probably have no other means of be:
guiling the evenings but by my quill.

LETTER IV.

Manufacturesof Serges andTa pcjﬂr_y Fathet

Norbert and his workmen from France.

P]ymouth, Aug 18; x76o

Left Exeter this mormng at. eleven;
after having vifited two manufacto-
ries, one of ferges, and the otheér of that
fort of tapéfty, which in French is called
Gobelins from the place whete it is made
at Paris: The ferges of Exeter are; ds
T am told, chiefly exported into Catho-
‘lic countries for the ufe of morks and
nuns of various orders. In feveral ftore~
houfes of that town there are fo many
Vor. 1. C bales
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bales of it, as would fuffice to make am
intrenchment round the camp of the
Auftrians, who are faid to be {o nume-
rous in Saxony. I mean that at Exeter
they make a large quantity of thofe fer-
ges: but travellers . muft exaggerate if
they will prove entertaining. Many fa-
natical {peculators would fain fee all our
religious orders abolithed: but, were it
not for thofe other fanaticks who com-
pofe thofe orders, Exeter would fare but
poorly.

As to the Gobehn-tapefcry, the art of
making it in perfe&ion was introduced in
England by a famous anti-jefuit, the re-
verend father Norbert, a French capu-
chin-friar, whom Benedi&t XIV (a kind
of anti-jefuit himfelf) permitted to go
and live in England, on condition he
thould play the miflionary there, and
convert the good people to his church.
But, inftead of doing as he was bid, and
as-he had promifed, the honeft fellow
took the liberty of fecularifing himfelf,

- aflumed
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affumed the name of Monfieur Parifot,
and turned direor of a manufadory of
that fort of tapeftry. In this undertak-
ing he found means of being aflifted by a
voluntary fubfcription 6f the Englith no-
bility and gentry, which amounted to
more than ten thoufand pounds, as I was
tcld at that time. That fubfcription the
Monfieur pocketted'foon after his arrival
in London. I went feveral times from.
TLondon to Fulham to fee his looms, which
would have procured him a pretty live-
lihood if he had/ been a man of foine
economy. But he lived at fuch a rate,
and was poflefled of o many virtues, ef-
pecially thofe two cardinal ones vulgarly
called laft and vanity, that he contracted
many debts in a little time, tarned bank-
rupt, and ran away.

The looms and other manufaturing
implements which he could not carry off,
were fold by auctien; and one Mr. Paf-
favan bought them for little more than

Cz nothing,
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nothing. With them he fet up a dimi-
nutive manufa&ory at Exeter, after hav-
ing taken into his férvice a few deferters
from the Gobelins of Paris, who were
inticed away by the friar’s magnificent
promifes. Thefe workmen, in confe-
quencé of thofe promifes, came over to
England, fairly venturing a halter, if
‘they had been caught in the a& of de-
ferting. But the friar was far from keep-
ing his word with them as foon as he
had a fufficient number'of them 'in' his
power. The falaries he then appointed
them (and they were forced to accept)
were but fcanty. On his running away
from England, the poor fellows found
themfelves in a very fad plight. They
knew no other trade but that of tapef-
try-making, were ignorant of the lan-
guage, and could not go back to France,
where they would have been hanged for
their defertion. Mr. Paffavan picked out
of the ftreets of London thofe few whom
hunger-and wretchednefs had not time
to
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tokill, and got them to Exeter, where
he makes a penny out of their labour.
One part of this ftory I knew fome
years ago: the other I had from thofe
few Frenchmen at Exeter; and I fancy
you will not be difpleafed with this anec-
dote of a man fo much talked of in Italy
for his virulent writings againft the Je-
fuits ; whofe books were for a time in
every body’s hands; and whofe charac-
ter proved at laft no better than thofe of
the worft part.amongft thofe whom he
cenfured.
I take now my leave of " Exeter and of
the jorgan of its cathedral, which the
Exonians fcruple not to fay is the fineft
in England. And now you muft fancy
that you fee mein a poft-chaife haftening
to Plymouth, quite enamoured with the
rural beauties of Devonthire, which are
not inferiour to the beft parts of Pied-
mont and Lombardy. At night I reached
this town with a whole neck. A lucky
thing enough, confidering how. precipi-
C 3 : toufly
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toufly the poftillions drove. It was quite
dark when Ialighted at the inn. I have
written thefe lines while fupper is mak-
ing ready. Can any body fay that I am
idle ? '

LETTER V.
A man of war and a dock wvifited.

Plymouth ftill, Aug. 19, 1760.
FVHIS rhorning I rambled about this
{mall and irregular town, and vi-
fited its two churches, called St.'Andrew
and St. Charles. The Englith care but
little for faints : yet they give their names
to churches. A little piece of incon-
gruity, as I take it. It proves how dif-

ficult it is to get rid of ancient cuftoms.
I walked a while on the key of the
harbour and along the fea-thore, where
I faw nothing very remarkable, excepting
two bay-mules. One of them was lame.
And here, to keep up the character of a

fkilful, attentive, and judicious traveller,
I muft
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I muft tell you that mules in England are
far from being fo common as with us.
Thefe two are almoft all that I have
{een in ten years.

Having noted down the lame mule in
my memorandum-book with a pencil, I
"~ went towards the arfenal, or dock, as
“they call it here. It is about two miles
diftant from the town. In my way there,
and juft by it, I fpy’d a man of war of
fixty or feventy guns, called the Not-
tingham. They were refitting it, being
juft come from a long voyage.. As T had
never {een the infide of ‘'a man of 'war, I
chofe to vifit it thoroughly with the af-
fiftance of two failors, who explained
to me the ufe of every thing in it, an-
{wering my numerous and foolith quef-
tions with a great deal of .patienc_é. What
is this, and what is that, and what is
the ufe of that other thing ? Indeed the
fellows were much in the right if they
‘Jaughed at my ignorance of every thing.
I am fure they winked at each other, and

C 4 looked
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looked arch: yet I fay it again, they were
'pérfe’&ly right to make fport of fuch a
mere landman as T am.

This vifit lafted little lefs than three
hours But, Juf’c as it was over, and I
was taking my leave of my friendly in-
ftruors, a fun-burnt fort of a gentleman
came on board; one of the under-of-

ficers, I think. He approached me with

: .é \;ery particular kind of civility ; fome-
: jthmg of opennefs mixed with roughnefs.
JIndeed I know not what name to give to
that kind of civility. A’ medley of bold-
nefs, contempt, felf-fufficiency, "and kind-
nefs. Extra& an idea out of thefe differ-
ent ideas, and enjoy it, Hearing I was
a ftranger who had never been before un-
der the deck of a war-thip, he took hold
‘at once of both my hands, and grafped .
them fo tenacioufly, that I could not ef-
. cape him. « Heré, Sir, let’'s walke below,
 and I'll fhow her to you. A damy’d old
« baggage _/be 3 and we'll all go to the bottom |
<< in her next voyages but I don’t care a
§¢ ruﬁa "
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s¢ pufh.” It was with ithe utmoft diffi-
culty I faved myfelf from his well-meant
kindnefs. I entered an inn in the dock,
and dined. -

After dinner I went in fearch of an
engineer for whom I had a letter, in
which he was defired by a friend in Lon-
don to thow me the dock and any other
thing curious about Plymouth. He is
a moft gentleman-like man, and poffeffed
p— muchpolite Jearning befides his fkill
feflion.
took me Maﬁmg,eﬁwm ﬂmdm re-
a\:eﬁ‘es of the” ddck’ ERIAE GUdEA me
every thing.  There I faw great heaps of

canron and mountains of cannon-balls,

impatiently waiting for' an opportunity
to aflift in the propagation of the human
fpecies : ‘there I faw numberlefs mafts of
various fizes, all modeftly lying down in a
vaft clofe : there I faw a prodigious long
room; in which many men, running with
their backs forwards and their bellies

backw‘ards,
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backwards, (you comprehend me) were
making thofe ropes, which are afterwards
joined many together, and formed into
cables as big as my waift. There I faw
the vaft chauldronsfull of tar, where thofe
ropes are boiled : and there I faw a very -
large wheel fo conftrued, that it contains
about a dozen men in itfelf, who make
it turn with great velocity by their incef-
fant trampling upon fome wooden bars
that are laid acrofs its infide. You have
{een.what we call a winding-cage put in
motion by the bird it contains? ' That
wheel is made upon the principles of a
winding-cage, and thofe men in it may
be called the bird. They had no more
cloaths on than a frog, excepting their .
trowfers. The men turn the wheel ; the
wheel moves a prefs ; the prefs fqueezes
the ropes that have been boiled in the
chauldrons; and the ropes thus fqueezed,
emit the tar with which they were there
impregnated. In fhort, I faw fo many
things in that dock, that Briareus, who

' had
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had fifty writing-haids out of his hun-

.dred, would not be able to fet them ‘all
down in an age, were he charged with

making the inventory, Upon my credit,
as I came out of that place I was little
lefs than ftupified. My faculties were
‘nearly overpowered by the immenfe va-
riety of obje@s that had paft before my
eyes. It was dark when I got back to
the inn. |

LETTER VL

Fortifications.  Mount Edgecombe. An ka«
~ bitation fit for Jean-Jacques. An anti-.
quarian and his daughter.

Plymouth ftill, Aug. 20, 1760.

TH E courteous cngmeer called upon
me this morning early, and took

me into a barge rowed by fix ftout fel-
lows, befides the man at the rudder. We
crofled with great {wiftnefs a part of the
harbour, and landed on a fmall rocky if-
let, called St, Nicholas, which has been
placed
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placed by nature in the very mouth of
Plymouth—harbour. 1n lefs than half an
hour we made the tour of the fortification
upon it. Then we went to fee the cita-
del, which is certainly very ftrong, and
- fo well provided with batteries, that woe
to the French Argonaut who fhould ever
dare to come in fearch of the golden
fleece on this fhore. Yet I was not afto-
nifhed at its firength. He who has feen
our fortrefles on the Alps, efpecially Fe-
ucftrelles and La Brzmette, needs not to
be furprifed at any thing of that kind.

It was Charles the Second who built
this citadel, in order to bridle the inha-
bitants of Plymouth, who had fided with
Cromwell in the famous civil war, For
thefe feveral years paft they have been
adding new fortifications to the harbour
and the dock. So that, if the Plymouth-
people had ‘once the mortification to fee
themfelves checked by them, they have
now the pléafure to fee themfelves fecured
againft all foreign invaders,- No foe

muft
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muft now think of landing there without
an immenfe force. I even queftion whe-
ther it would be poffible for any force to
take it (I mean any force the French can
mutfter) couﬁaering how the approach to
it is rendered difficult by St. Nicholas
and the citadel mutually fupporting‘each
- other. - Be it poffible or not, I thould
not be pleafed to be in the head-fthip that |
came on fo defperate an errand. .

After dinner we got again into the
barge, and made towards a hill'about as
high as that of the capuchins on'the
right fide of your Po. They call it Mount-
Edgecombe; and it is, properly fpeak-
ing, a promontory ‘which juts out into
the fea on the righf fide of Plymouth-
harbour. "The proprictor of it is an
Englith lord, who has a houfe upon it.
In the whole world there is perhaps not
another fo well fituated. A bold expreffi-
on, you will fay. But were you to fee
it, you would be aftonithed at the prof-
pect it commands,

From



