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'marcher., Better raw material for warfare, 1 am

sure, could not readily be Come at; arid 1 am eqúally
sure that if more áttention were paid to'dril1, and if
the curse, of. morbid aspirations for promotion

amongst. the lower grades~. were more rigidly .l'e-
pressed, the Spanish army would regain itsancient

renown. ~ This restless ánddiseas'ed.ambition is'not

to be traced' to ,the rank andfile,but to those im­

mediat~ly aboye them, the, menwith a puffed-.up

idea 01 themselves, and a, smattering oí edlJcation,

and i~' often ,develoRed, by the connivance.of .their

immediate, s~periors. 'Letus take an exampl~. .In
1866" there, 'Yas ,anuprising , in favour of. Prim,
heade~ ,by th~ s~rgeants oí artillery at t,hé San ~il

barracks, in. Madrid. . Captain, Hidalgo )Vas privy

\ to the plot, ,which ev~ntuated, in a fiasco, but not

béfore sundry officers'of the regiment hadlost their

lives. A l,arg~ number oÍ:the sergeants were sum~

marily shot a few days afterwards.- Hidalgo es­

caped. In the November of 1872, Hidalgo, then

a General, w~s appointed 'M~ster~Gen~r~l ~f th~

Ordnance by'. Amadeus.' . Amongst the artillery

there is a strong esp1'it de corps, and the officers
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in _abody declared they wouldresign ·unless the

appointment we~e 'cancélled;' They did" not· object

to Hidaigo oh a"ccount ~f his impl~c"atión ill mutiny,
which .is' a' 'recognised "ínstitution 'in the" Spánish

army, but because they belie'ved he hadprevious

kn6wledge that sorne ofhisbrother-officers would
be sacrificed,'and never gave them a'~ord'~f warn­

ing or' raised. a plea" in th~ir b~half. :The want of
comradeship was his cl'Íme, arid the resignations of

those wno protested agamst' it ~ere'accepted in a
bulk.: , ' c.

:At the time 1 was'in .Madrid the artill~ry was in
á,: state of d~moralisati~n'- The 'captairis "of the

scientific for~e we~e all promoted s~rgeants, ~nd the

old offi~ers were idly parading" the .st~eets in, plain
"clothes.· AmadeU:s' had' :cert~inly'cCHuinitteda

foolish act, although hemay havejustified himself .

ti:> himselfby the reflection' thát" hi" app~oving an

appointI?ent," máde by' his' Ministers' he was _be­

having loyally, 'afid that by awholesah3 rejection of
the dem:and of' the 'discontente'd officers" he would

set up an iron precedent agai~st insub~rdination.

He never pau'sed to think that' he was stripping
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Spain of a vital, portion .of its. harness. A ser.;

geant may })e an excell.ent practical gunner, ap.d be.
, able to laya' piece accurately; but that does. ;not

qualify him to. command, a battery.: Scientifio·
fLcquirements and training are necessary,a mastery

of technique and tactic~; quickness of resource, and

the habit of, authority. The, promoted sergeants

were wanting ,in these es~entials, and the Carlists

, soon found ·out the weak. spot in the armour.

The strength of ,th~ .permanent armyis fixed

annually by the Cortes, and every Spaniard a,bove

the age of·twenty'is ,liable·to ·be.drawn,and has. to

serve four years, under, the flag. The- natio~, ~s

divided for military purposes ,intó five captain-,

generalcies, the, comma:ridant of each of which holds

a rank corresponding ,to: a 'British ,field-~arshal.

The no~inal strength of the infantry in round

numbers ~s about 60,000; artillery, 9,500; engineers;

2,300; S;1nd cavalry, 11,500: Then there are.the pro­

vincial militia, some 44,000 strong; the car~bineros,­

or revenue police, 12,000; and the', Guardia Civil,
'10,000. These Civil Guards are picked men, robust,

strapping, seasoned fellows, and are' distributed over

neral
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the·country like the Frenc~ gendarmery, to whose
duties .theirs are. similár. They forma eorps d'élite,

and are the very mtl,instay' of order. In fact,
without them life ando property during times' oí

political commotion woul.d very often .be at thé

mercy of any horde of ragamuffins with :weapons in

theirhands and the courage to' use ~he~. They
are handsomely u~ormed, wearing cocked-hats of·

the pattern of. those to be seen in the prints of the .

First Napoleon, fine cloth tunics' of dark blue,.with

epaulettes of white cord, and"yellow side. and cross- y General
belts, and presenta mani'ul, soldierly appearance.

. From their. valour and topographicf;tl knowledge

they have been very serviceable in. carrying on the

.guerrilla 'warfare. with· the Carlists,. and are the

,terror of brigands and ev~-doers. If all the troops

were as orderly and well . disciplinedas these,
Government wbuld be easy, and those at its .head
might afford tobefirm, regardless of mob clamour.
In 8hort.., these magnificent Civil Guards are' the

.best military force thé country p~ssesses. Sorne of

them are mounted (and capitally mounted too), and

aH have an elevated notion .of duty. A mutiny is

JUl1TR
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neral

never inaugurated" by the C~vil·Guards.' They
stick' to. each' other like .wax, and are .faithful

to ·the powers that be, regardless of their political

colo~r,' so long as those powers are accepted by

the nation. 'DYnasties may change arid depart~as

Ministries do; but the Guardia Civil is an organiza­

tion immutable and goes on for ever. The one charge

made against them has its wal'rant in necessity;

WhEm, a ,p~~soner. is sent to gaol in. sorne remote

town .under escort of the .Civil Guards, he often

makes an attempt to run away, ánd is inva:riably

shot between the shoulders.No strict iil.quiry into

the circumstances is ,made-it is' an understood

practice~a rascal is got '1.-id of, to the relief of t~e

.community, . by a quick. and economic 'method,

which is a desirable improvement on' the laggard

processes of law.

The cavalry is controlled by a director-general,

\vho has a respectable staff of subordinates at his

disposal. There are only two regiments of cuiras­
siers-the 1st, or. King's ;and the 2nd, or Queen's.

'There are two regiments of carabineers known as

Calatrava and Bailen. There are eight regiments

,
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of'Janéers, viz.; F.arIiesio, VillaVlciosa, España, '

Sagunto, Santiago, Montesa, Numancia,_ and Lusi:

tania.. The hussar r~giments are. but . two, Pavia

and the Princess's.. Prim's son,' a boy of .fiíteen,
was captain in the former, and the veteran Espar~

tero honorary. colonel oí the latter. . The name oí a

former colonel, Don Pedro Elio, "who died gloriously

on the field of ho~our," like Latour 'd'Auvergne,
first grenadier ofFrance, is also borne on' the rolls
of the' Princess's. . There 'are'. six 'regiments of·

mounted .chasseurs-namely, .Alrriansa, .:Alcántal·a,

Talavera, Albuera, Tatuan,' and Castillejos, and two

squadrons of' Galicia and Mallorca respectively.

,These men, as faras I have seen, are wellhorsed,

.~dalusia furnishing sorne capital chargers" well­

made and well-paced, and up to' decent weights.

There is nothing peculiar in' the cavalry uniforrn,
which is formed upon the French model. In fact,

. it, woutd be difficult to distinguish' the dragoons

from the French dragoons, but that ,they have 'a

seat ,and know how to keep it, and that their

helmets are oí a raund Roman style, witha rising

. sun in acircuit of rays right in front..



The remount dep&ts are at Granada and Córdoba,

and there are four establishments where sires for

cavalry purposes :are maintained at the expense oí

'. the State-namely, Córdoba, Baeza, Llerena, ana.

Alcalá de Henares (the latter exclusively for the

. use· of the mounted artillery). There is alsoa

military school' for' the cavalry, maintained on the

same system as that of the French at Saumur.

The Erigineers are quite as tall but not so sturdy
as our Grenadiers, and look up to, their. work. This

wasthe favouriteforce of Prim, and~it is <:>nly

second to the Guardia Civil in its obedience tocon­

stituted authorities. From whatl hear the men are

carefully trained in: sappingand mining, ~hough of

them, as of Spanish. soldiers universally, one is

compelled to say that they have too much leisure,

and when soldiers have' too much leisure the Devil

invariably finds them occupation. The value ofthe

artillery, which had been one of the best organiza­

tions of ~ts class in Europe, as 1 have already said,

at that precise epoch ranked at nil. 'Reports 'were

circulated every day that the difficulties in this

branch of the. service had been arranged, but the
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wheels want sucha dose of oil in' Spain that one '

can never be 'certain that the machine is in order

till it moves. The artillery is denuded of officers;

and the infantry and cavalry have officers too. often,
that are valueless; and in that lies tbe secret of the,
'deterioratiori of an army which was once, and still

might be made, capable of great things.
TherearE? forty regiinents of infantrJ, numbered

as oursW~l'e,: but known: also by ·distinctive names,
generally those oí the locality iti which each was

originally raised. , Thus the 1st Régiment is Rey;
or the King's ;' the 2nd, Reina, or the Queen's,; thé

'3rd, the' ~~ince~s; the 4th, the Princess's; the 5th,

the Infante's; ,the 6th, the Regiment of Saboya;

the 7th, oí Africa; and then come those with terri­

torial titles-:-the Regiments of Zamora, Soria, C6r~

dob~, San~ernando, and so on, until wereaeh the

40th, which is called the Regiment of :Málaga. The
14th, 29th, and .30th are respectively known as the

Regiments of A~erica, oí the Constitucion" and 'of
Iberia.

"

Each regiment consists of thr~e battalions, except

the 20th (the Guadalajara) and the 34th (the

ayGenera
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Granada), which have but two; and in each batta,.
lion there are six, companies.· Nominally, e'ach

companynumbers about 80 rank' and file, but he
would be a wise man who could say .how. many. ,

answer to theroll-call in the existing.· state of dis-
organization. There are twenty-four battalions of

handy light troops; who are' equal to 'almost any­

thing human iIi the way of marching.' Agile and

untiring, .sound in. wind and' .limb, 'they can get

over an extraordinary lerigth' oí grotind with a

speed that '\vould not discredit.professional walkers

in England. The ,French foot-chasseur, who can

put on an astonishing spurt now and 'again, is .no

rival to the Spanish cazador~

. The infantry uniform is almost exactly that 'of

'the French-Iong grey capot~, blue' tunia with the

number of. the regiment on the colll~i',' and red'
trousers~ Instead of a shako the head is protected

by a projecting cap of cloth and glaze, something
like a stiffened Glengarry with6ut ribbons. Those
absurd .white gaiters which gather dirt so quickly

when it· is wet under foot, and give ihe .French
soldier incessant bother to look after their pipe-
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Claying, are' replácéd in the Spanish ~ervice' by

calfskin ,buskins and black' cloth spatterdashes.

Few more sensible uniforms are to be met 'with in
Europe.. Próperly officered,there isnothing to,

prevent the Spanish infantry from regaining' the
prestige it' once held. The men have the right stuff

in the~, are' temperate and frugal, cheerful under
privation, 'and" hardy, as wild ducks. Theydo not
want pluck' either;' they have the reputationof
snowirig a good deal of dash in 'their pursuit of the
Carlists; but,'that is' no faircriterion of what they
could ,do. when' pitted against: the' troops of sonré

great Power. in ordered line of battle.' Good lungs

are indispensable in Carlist warfare, as an officer

who was' hUlltÍng' theni for' si~ weeks in Catalonia,
and never', caught oue, begged m~ to recoliect.

"You want· men who'can breast hilis," he ~aid.

But good lungs' are valuable in a campaign' any­
where, and looking at these lively, weli-set Spaniards

as they trot along under their packs, I must 'say

they favourably compare with those wéakly men of .

the Frenc~ line 1 saw 'staggering to the E~ste~n.
Railway Terminus .at .Paris,ontheir way to Metz,

JUnTR

,.
.~



in' 1870, 01' with some oí the lank striplings 1 saw:

defiling before Victor. ~mmanuel at SomI?a in the
autumn oí 1872.
. :The Minister of War (Cordova) and the Minister

of Marine (Béranger) are good. ¡he general and

the ~dmiral had· really nopolitics; but they knew
their respective departments better than any men
ip. Spain. Uordova comes oí a,fighting family, and

",ran thearmy," to use an e~pressive Americap.ism,
". .' ,

under, Isabella, under. the' Serrano-Prim Adminis-

t!ation, under Amadeus, and would, 1 dare say; eralife
under Don Carlos, if he came. to-morrow., In fact;

the general.is a military Vicar of Bray"but fol' the
less egotistical motive that he loves his profession; ! .

. and· d~es not care.· to .s~e it and Spain go' to
~he bad,""which Spain would if the army did. But·
he is not a Iiepublican,neither is Béranger; and
,the .sovereign people will only be governedby

R'epublicans. They will not permit men of another'
party even to do them a~eI·vice.·· Therefore· the

general and, the admiral,and their colleagues· of

the'Finance, Public Works, and .the Colonies, have

pa~riotically made up their in~nds to retire.. Thus,
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for.the moment, stands Spain, ruled byaIi Assembly

divided ágainst itself andan Executive in a state .

of dissolution.
Meanwhile the army is hurryirig to the devil at

the. double-quick. The troops which fell back on

Parnpeluna, after the aff'air atMonreal, broke into

open rnutiny a few days afterwards. Sorne of the.rn
raised' cries in favour of' Don· Carlos~, others in

favour of Don Alfonso; and the majority -threw up
their caps and;' shouted enthusiastically'~ for the
Republic, meaning alway~ tha¡t Federal Republic'

which they did not understand, and which liad not
yet been -created. .' The latter demonstration was

quite as much a breach ofdiscipline in its way as
the others. It was stated that agentsof the Carlist

party; which' was strong in Pampeluna, provoked

these disturbances iti the .first instance, plying the

men ,with liquor, and supplying them with money.
At all events, that is liow, the Government accou:nts

foro the outbreak. In their. turn the Republicans'

got .excite~, and instigated the soldiers to demand
that the thirteen qarlist prisoners they. had taken,

should be shot without trial or benefit of ,clergy, in

JUl1T'



defiance oí the laws oí honourable warfare.: These
Republimins are notscrupulous. : They talked.of
massacring aH the Carlist sympathizers inPampe­

luna-in 8hort, oí commencing a sort oí Sicilian

Vespers .on a smaller scale; and so threatening did

their attitude become at one period; that the priests
in tbe town had. to disguise themselves as peasants

and fly to t}J.e 'mountains, aíld the laymen who were

suspected of. a .love .for Royalty' had to block up'

their doors and windows. This.was what one of the

few trustworthyjournals oí .Madrid, ~l Irt}parcicil,
related,' and .may account for the inacthTity of. the

gallant -General- Nouvilas quite as much as' that

sore throafwhich confined him to his' room.

In Catalonia the' disorganization was worse. .. The
. battalion' of Chasseurs of Manila. separated' into

severaIparties,.. which -were wandering over the

province,' spreading terror wherever.· they' weÍlL.

The patriotism' of the volunteers. of. the Republie

had béen invoked to' try and brrng them back to.

discipline.' Such' an attempt might lead 'to combáts

that w~uld .have the result of embittering still

more -the spirit oí the, freebooters, .which those

= \
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soldiers were iJi the fullest sense of I the word.

Persuasion by gunpowder,when emplóyedby irre­

gulars, 'seldompacifies l·egulars. Either oí' two

events w~s' possible-those soIdiers would g~t the

better of the volunteers, ormight turn over to the

side of Don Carlos., Meantime the Carlist bands in

the province 'are iricreasing, and have .the field

pretty much t,o the~selves. Four hundred officers

of the army came to ~adrid the other day, and are

ndw walking about the capital en pé1cin.' - Like the

frozen-out ·gardeners wl10 parade Lonaon suburbs

in the depth' of a hard win er, they've "got no

work to dID," but, unlike those impostors, theyare I

reaUy anxious for ,a jobo 1 havechatted with

som<=) of those officers, and 1 know several of them

would notbé averse to flashing a sword f9r the son

of their former Queen. Theyhad, to Ieave their

regiments beca~se theycould no l~nger command

them. Thebonds ofdiscipline were completely

smashed. The men were unmanageable. In some

barracks Phrygian' caps were as common 'as· the

.regulationhead-gear. .The 'sergeants oí the line,,

jealous ,of the promotion' of ,the sergeants oí :the '
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artillery, thought they ~hould have their turn; and
ihe.· 'privátes·· didnot see the justice of volunteers

being offered two pesetas; ol' about ls..7~; a day,

while they, who did more and better work,· encoun­

tered more risks, aIi~ suffered more hardships,

received but a misera"?le pittance ofa few· pence.
The· general in command was recalled, and ·Con­

tre~as sent down in his place. He has a reputation
as an unimpeachable Republican; one óf old'stand-·,

ing, and ilot "for this occasion only;" and múch
faith was; reposed in the infiuence'- of .his name·,

But Contrera~ failed to charm; and, indeed,· he

appears tó have gone the wrong way about his
- ' '

business. An officer whom he put under reprimand

.went to two barracks and tried to rQuse the Irien to

mutiny. He f'ailed; but the men were .so Httle

·carefulof discipline' that they let him depatt in

peace. At·last two adjutants on the personal staff

,of Contreras arrested hiin and brought him before

.the General. What .course did the General, whose

.authority had been thus 'grossly.set at defiance,

:adopt ? Order the .offender. to be sho~ ? No.

'Thatwould be the modeina serious a~y.· But

T Dr 1\11
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Contreras "is not Suwarrow. He' dismissed the
, .

mutineer. inepaule~te8with a fátherlyadmonition

,~appealed· to his better' feelings. In alllikelihood;

General Contreras felt that he could not afford to '

be'justly severe. The army.was. toorestive.

Private letters' from .Barcelona do not IÍlince the

matter.· The few coluinns which went out against
the Carlists refnsed t6 march unless théy were

~eaded by. detachIDents' of Republican volüntéer~~

The officers ran serióus .personal 'risksin thei~ . ':
, , . ~'

quartér .' One of:theni was eóndemned to death a'y Generart~:

by amock court-martial oí' his own inen, and was .... ..': '~!

actual.!y ,put on his kne~s prelirri.inary to 'being . . ~
<Jhot; when a sergeant interposed, ánd harangue,d . ~;
his comrades' into .moderation'. But aH .the ser': I
,geants haye not the' good sensa and courage of '

that'worthy feHow.Someprivates in Ba,rcelona

have been trY1ng :t6 'have their own pro~t outof

thé' 'Republic, by discharging t~emsel~es, froni

further servicewithout as much as asking' leave;
theyhavesold their uniforms to the dealersin old .

do', and are going about' the ~¡treets in peasant , :

dress, makiilg no secret of their intention to give.
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up the-trade'of nghting. The greatanxiety of the '
Republican ',man-at-arms in Spain' is "to tuinhis

sword-bayonet into a sickle, afid 'his rifle into' a

mattock. ' That is, what 'he pretends; 1 hope' he

has not, a sly hope ofvegetating' forthe l'est oí" his
days,in Jazy vagabondage, 'with' occasional spasms

o.f br~iandage, just tokeep his hand iJ+ at shootinK
, Atraj~irig in, the-Spanish'army is' not exactly the

thing t()tit for th'e peaceful and toilsome monotony

"9fin~us~rial ,occupations.'
-~----- ,,' ,Thebattalions ofcazado~es oí Mérida¡ ~nd BaFce- r'lerali~

,lona;'in. garrisonat ,V~lencia, exHibited symptoms

of 'discontent ;:but the officers were on, the alért,

and ,checked' them on the' spot. That isihe only

plan-nip the evii' 'in the· bud. ; It' is the cuátom

,in Spain to confine troops to barracks during, times

oí popular ,commotion.. The artille:ryquarter~dat

Valladolid caught the contagion of mutiny, '~nd,

would have" hroken their' bounds but, forthe.' '

prompt' arrivalof the captain.:general and military .

governor,who' succeeded with some trouble in

pacifying them.',These' unpleasant tokens are not'

. co~fined to-t~e 'lan.d forces; they are said to, have
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spread, to the, sailors and .'marines. ' A, steamer'was '
. .'. .

, .under: orde:rs, to l~ave .the' port ~ oí Barcelona:, the

other' night,but t~e crew emphatically refusedto .

go; théy argued that they were: entitled: to be paid

off, and enjoy liberty' ori shore, under the, benign

regulations ofthe Rep~blic. To be brutally candid~ ,
the army has taken the, bit oetween', its ''teeth' and '

,bolted.,' 1 fear 1 aro repeating a twice~told tale,but

it is wéll that itshould be impre~sed on the ~'eader;

that he _may ,kii6w, what the cuckoo-cry of,'c Nó '

~rmy" signifies,'· , ,One, of the 'leading points' of the

programme ,oí the Spanish "Republicans 'out?f
office was that· a soldier was a machine~ and, that

no' soldier slÍould'exist in a free IUttion:. ' Now that

, the Republicans are in office the ,sOldiers takethem

,'at ~heir, 'word, 'and claim' their 'discharges.' The

'machinel'y'is out of gear. "The Rep~blicans ,~eve~

, ?ontemplated, that' they woil1d 're.quire· soldie,rs to
put do~n a' civil war., ' Sen~r' Figue~as,' in spiteof '

aH his eloquence .arid' honestj, can hal'dly be more,
sueeessful in: pacifying tu¡'bulentBal'~el~na' than

General Contreras. " Catalonia is. as great ~, stiekler'

for its usages as tl:e Basque provinees are for their

I
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fueros. 'Oneofthe fueros,of the Éasqueprovincesis

exemption ftom thequinta, ;or conscription;' their

only, soldiers are the' :Miq~e,letes, a b6dy of' mep. ,
, somewhat: l1ke the Irish constabulary, who are rÍot

bound to act beyond their úwn provinces. Thus
. the arm:y which is serving 'against the Carlists ,in

Biscay, Alava, and Guipúzcoa, is in the, provinces, "

,bu~ ;nqt, of them. Catalonia cries out against t1).e

conscription" too, and Barcelona~ hot-:blooded,

troublesome Barcelona, which never loses a chanpe

of, 'stallding, up. for, independent. opiJiions~en­

'courageq. her garrison in, the 'demand" for its dis­

cHarge.

Theregular' tro9PS were' to' be replaced, by, the

. :highly~paid volunteers. That ~as the propositiq~.
But how is the increased 'call on the Financial. ."
,Ministry,: t?be .met? -W:here is, the money to'pay

;th~se 'vólunteerstoco~e from? ,And without

regular troops, what was to b~come of Cuba? The,
• ¡. ..".. '

,gold that is br~ugh~ back from the Pearl of the

Antilles is dearly boughtwith Spanish blood. People

in, England little dream what a,' drain that ever­

lasting little-thought-of Cupan insu!rectionwas upon
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..~he Span,ish ~~y. Thousands oí men perished iJ;l .

,the isIand every year, .not from .the bullets ofthe
insurgents; but from privatíons, fatigúe, the torrid'

clime, and the deadly swamp fever. -

. In suro, the army has bee~ petted; the army is
spoiled; the army, like awanton child, is naughty.
.Ministers have sho~ indecision in shifting generaIs,
generaIs .have set ~he exampIe of indiscipline ...·in .
toIerati~g mutinous officers, officers have thrów~'

o their uniforms in dudgeon and despai!; s~rgeants

'have wayIaid. the War Ofllce, S9·to speak, with, thea

.cry of " Promotion or your life 1"· Can poo~ Pi~toIet .

JUl1H\. oí the rank andfiIe be blamed if he sighs for ,free-
dOI:n, his sweetheart, and his native V'ilIage? The

Republic promis~d him all these,' and now he 'i~

wicked enough to ask for them. There is.one.w:ay

,of bringing naughty' children to their senses, b~t

PistoIe~ .ís too big a boy to submit t.O the rod from

a weakly master. '. .
In the capital we were comparátively safe.· Un-

less the garrison divided against .itself or the

ordinary t~oops a~d the Guardia Civil fell out, there _

was no danger of bloodshed. in any quantity. The
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population is not singularly ferocious..The ptivates

. move quietlyin' the streets in pa~rs,:and are parti­

cular to salute their officers) though there isone

officer, on .an average, to every fifteen ~en, and
most of theseofficers, lack the thoroughbred air'of
·gentlemeri, and apparently haverisen from a' low

social level. The' sergeants' are self-controlled,

and .brighten the promenades. with their green

........_-:-- . worsted' glove~ and the' great laced V's on their

sleeves.· l. never miss a chance of admiring the
gar-rison at parade. Physically the rnen are up to
'a high standard-superior to those' of -most Euro-

ean armies; morally they have the name~f being
patient arid well-co:nducted;. in formationthey, are
steady; in dressing precise, and in move!llent they
h'ave a' st~p as quick, ~ut more dégagé than 'the'

Prussian~. Were 1 a Spaniard, 1 would, every time
1 bent in prayer, ofler up. a supplication· for the
conversion~orperhaps the sbmething else-of the

bedizened culpl'its who are stmding the soldiers to

rack and ruin.

nprali~
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_CHAPTER XII.

Luring the Reader into a Stony Desert-A Duel on the
, Carpet-Disappointment of the Special Correspondents'

-The People Amuses Itself~How theBaJlot Works~
A Historie, Sitting of the ,'Congress-Castelar's"Great
,Oration-The Glo~y of Spain-About, Negro Manu-
mission...,.-Distrust of " Unele Sáiu"-:-Return of Figueras
~The Permanent Committee-A Eove-Feast oí Poli­
ticians-The'\Vriter Orders Wings.

IT may be ,urged with sorne show of truth that

under the mirage 'oÍ' the adventurous, I bave lured '

the ,reader, anxious for the sensational, mto, ex:­

hausting deviations in the stony,desert oÍ- palities.

I am gui1ty, and I am sorry that I s~alr have to sin

again-polities are sO,intimately interwove~ with life

in Spain. ' 'But it mustnot ,be imagined that these

aecounts ?f what happened more than á deeade ago.

are 'no' more useful or interesting, than\ thestale
report of the ~eath, óf. Queen A~e., In, Spain

history, hasthe, triekof literally repeating itself.
, \



The country is split into the ,same canips still, and
occurrences similar to those of which 1 treat are

certain to be presented to the worldanew. The

drama will be the saD;le; the company only will be'

strange. And t~e i~formation, such as, it is, which '

1 give now, may furnish the key to much ,that

would, otherwisebe hard to unlock when the curtain
rings up again.

\ Befo,re one more error of political errantry, 1

must tell of a duel which did not, come off, for the '
sake' of'its moral. This was how th~ áffair ~arose~' erafit
There was, a discussion in tIle Assembfy in referenc~

to ,'an allegedinsurrection in Porto Rico. Señor

Padial asked, was it true 'that the,insurgents. had

raised cries oI. '~Death to Spain," an~ demanded

tp,e independence, of Porto Rico, and the massacre

of ,the local volunteers ? Several members got up ,

to' speak, and one of them, for what reason 1
cannot fathom, 'characterized the 'questio;n as,'¡, a

farce unworthy of the Conservative party." 'After

a ~little 'while Señor Ardanay pro,ceeded to read"

some docu~ents proving the reality of' tlie ~sturb- '

·ances. He was interrupted by a torrent of voices,

Ij
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and Señor· Padial' shouted that·· the Civil. Guards\ . .

and v01tlriteers·.,of. the. 'island had got up thewh<;>le

row,'and that General Sanz was the author óf the
farce.< General Sanz politely retorted,." y our'wor~

,ship ,is; wanting ;in' trut~~" Several honourable"
, gentlemeIl: 'sprang to theiT feet, and asked that

Señor, Padial's' words should' be ,taken·· down in

writing.And ,then,the' Assembly becamea· bear:"

garden. Señor', Olavárrieta, claimed "la" palabra/' . '

but the President would not giv~ him' the privilege '.

ofspeaking. ,He spokerall the' same, , arid .said,' c' J

e'-' shall not allow ourselves to, be insulted, by

JUnU\ those'señores,",poi~t~g to the Porto Ric~ deputies:

The confusion ,became worse confouhded.The

President rang,his .bell, called'" Order,", and
'threatened~ to suspend' the' sitting. ".General Sanz'

. then rose" loo~ing wicked,·'and asked -that th~

words ofiensive to the Civil ,Guards and thevoluri~

teers should betaken down 'inwriting. As for what

.had been said ofi'ensive to himself, 'heasked nothing;

';he: lmew' what. course t~ take. .InEnglandthis

IDight have m.eant' that the soldier would, treat'.

Señor Padial with, sil(;3nt contempt; in Spain; with -

..
,", ;,:

.. : 1-·
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my preconceived notions oí' the pride of ·bIue bIood
and th~ fireof CastiIe, andall the, rest, 1 took it

that.it could only mean" pistolsfor two and cóffee

for one." The confession is sad; but the .truthat

any; price, the truth' is so rare·. under. this sky.

ji Sundry SpeciaIC9rrespondents who had come,out
¡: to describe the l'evolution tbat would not, come off,
¡!

[1 ,. were cudgelling their brains to discover how they

l:! ' could assist at this passage of arms, in order that they

!I';,,":mightrender a full, true, ,and particular account to
thepúbIic.. The encounter wo~ld liav~ been more

Irdivertingthan a bull-fight. i Opinions ,vere dividedI t1TR Di I\n as to whether it was. better togodisguised as a
1: hackney coachman or an apothecary's ass~stant. 1

¡¡ hurried, after· dinner, to the Café Fornos, the great

I
1

rendezvous .of Madrid politicians, to hear the Iatest '

1I ' details of the pending aflair of hqnour.. ' It was to ,

ji come ofi~no doubt ofit ;but when andwhere, 1

l! ,could 'not ,hear.. Next morning 1 read. tbat the
I1

I
! .difficulty had been'arranged. It may be a satisfac-
,;

I tion that the barbarous " code of honour " has fallen

1: out. of fashion in 8pain; but it wouldbe a still

greater satisfaction if the practiceof gentIemen
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.giving each otherthé lie in public were. to f~ll out

,of .fa~hion' also.·· The' scene 'was disgraceful, ando T
ani glad to be ,able to add' that most'of the deputie's

were thOl~oughly ashamed ofit;'· andin phtces' of

'public reso~t' some went 'so' far as tú' say ihat' they

wotild take .their seats no moí'e in the As'sei,nbly:
But they werein' theÍr plaées' all the sarhe' 'on' the

follo~mg afternoon.' The Congress of Spam. is no

more manrierly on oé'casions than lég~slatures'els~­

.'Where ;. but the occasions are rare~

.. My visit to the Café Fórnos was not fOI' not ing,

after aH.' There'was a s'cene there too~ 'A' gl'oup'

of 10Wí fellows, overheated with wine, entered about

.eight o'clock, while the immense ha1lon the ground":

floor:was .cr'owded with Radical' deputies~ .officers,

and quiet Madrileños who frequent it nightly: and .

commenced beilowing for the' Republic ~ftér theil~

.hearts-that is to say, the RepubIlc, Federal, Social;

and Uncompromising. The shout was takeIi up by .

another group· outside, which blocked' up' th'e

entrance in the Calle de Alcalá. It was evidently

... a premeditated manifestation. A Republican d~puty

w~o .was present tried too calril .the' disorderly cre~;

d
:1

ay' Ge eral 1¡
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but to no purpose.. They had come· to shout, and

they woúld have their shout out. Señor Estévanez,

the .civil governor, wasdining in 'a room.,upstail's,

but Señor Estévanez" did not leave. his 'repasto ­

When ,the thirsty 'and uncompromisÍ?g federal

.'social citizenswerehoarse .they reti1'ed. ' They had

effectually· ,succeeded' I in annoying the· cpffee­

drinkirig tyrants who had the. impudence tó wear

broadcloth, and theywithdrew tO'drain bumpers to

their tremendous exploit elsewhere.

Tñeseindividuals .were a~in favour of the­

" social'liquidation." .This cry of the d~ones had,

partisans ,in every citizen with .an empty pocket.

and a patch on his garments,. for it means that the

'provident shall be robbed to satisfy the improvident.

Btit nathless these, agitators,Spaitl~ 1 was told, was

likely to pe' quiet for five 01' six weeks~that is,

quiet in the Spanish sense, with an insurrection in

one stage 'of heat 01' another,' smouldering 01'
. . .

flaming, in ,half a dozen provinces. The elections .
would' be tranquil, with ee scrimmages" .here and

there.; they would not be elections withóut. Th~

voting, is by ballot. . Theoretically the system' is

254 RO],lANTIO 8PATN.
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faultless, but in practice jugglery is' possible, and
does .habitually o~cur. The alcalde has som:'e' in_o

fiuence in the matter, so has the parishpriest,so

has the nearest large Janded proprietor, so has. the

local police. íunctionary, and so' has the ,mob.
Ballot-boxes have been broken open. or háve dis­

appeared mysteriously. ·And thus it happens that

a Spanish constituency sends in a buff ·roan as its .
representative by a erushing majorityatoneelec­

tion, and a bIne man ora redman by a erush~ng

majority at. the next. The constituency·b¡as not

changed. in the inte,rval, but the Mmister in the

Gobernacion, or, as we should call it, the. Home

Office, has. There líes the secreto

I.pass over smáll squabbles, which were oí daily

occurrence at t~e Palace oí the Congress, to come

to the sitting of the 21st March, 1873, which de­
serves to be handed down to history. On that day

thé Bill' for the Abolition of Slavery in Porto Rico

. was introduced by Castelar, in a sp~ech over which .

aH ~Iadrid went into raptures. ' The "inimitable

tribune/' as his admirers call him, surpassed himself.

He Jed off', in the uSllal oratorical style by pretend-:

'.1

]J
.,;¡

, ,?¡
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. ~, .

ing: that he ,was notgoing to beoratorical-:-cc the

bench ,on which he sat· was ,one for actions,- riot

words "~and then, in the usual oratoricalstyle, he

coritrived to' say so ,many words that the, official

p~per next morning was ful1 of thEHIi. '

'. -- His first speech, made whenhe was but twenty~

o~e,: in ,the year 1854, was' on the very same

~ubject, as he reminded ,his hearers. TheChristian

religion, he said in the course of his remarks, )Vas'

the religion, of the slave, and the 'Apocalypse' the'

poém of'tp.e 81~ve. Ch~ist,was the descendant ~f' :lrali~

en~laved ki~gs,' a bondsm~n oí Roman 'conquerorsó

But 1 tilust 'give up the attempt to fol1ow' the'" i~i:~ ,

mitable tribune;" his lengthened 'and dazzling

chain of eloquence was too elaborate to be picked .
up 'link by link. He was historical, passionaie, and

poeticaI by turJ;ls~ but always intensely rhetoricaI,

keeping" á closewatchfulness for effect, for Señor

Castelar does not argue .so muc~ as declaim;, Hé

had the good taste to defend the Radical ~linistry' 1 '

fromthe charge of having acted iil favour.oteman..:

cipation because the influence 'oí the UnitedStates'

,vas brought to be~r upon 'it..'Su~h acOllrse, ,he
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asserted, Vv~ould be unworthy of the' dignity afid

independence' of the country~ .

l· must' tell you that the way to make Spain

r~coil from doing an act she admits·to·be good and
. need.ful ig to co~nsel her to do it~sh~ will ~:lot b~ ,

advised.by bthers. It would notbe Spanish. Ifa

Span~ard has' a notion ~of getting himself're·vac~'

cinated, take cara, ~f you are 'a' frie~d of his~ how
you talk to hiÍn on the ·subject. 'If you ~ecom~end .

.him te> have the'operation'pe:d'or~éd, he ~ill'ch~nge "

4is mind at once.·' Re 'will rrot be. bidden, he will
, risk small-pox' in preferénce~ : It rnay happ~n that',

he will' die,' but.at all'events h~ will h~ve' the ~atis~' \

faction of having had·his' ówn·~ay.

Señor Castelar flattered 'the ·s~Ii.loveof his ~oun.. '

,tryme'n by assuring' them tha't they'we:re ~áin~ni~'

mous óí their own: free will,' and not hecause
.foreigners 'had' 'advised them to be ~agD.animOus..

'R.e nextdeliv~red himself' oí some tu~eful peri~ds ­

about humanity, 'and then ~ande~'ed off~to a spoken '.

'essay oti thebehaviour of' thegreat European
Powers on this 'question of.sérfdoIn.) Realluded to'

England as'" the least democratic~ but most liberal ·
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'of natio~s," and praisedRussia for having set'Spain

the example of unriveting the shackles of the slave.
Re apostrophized the opponentsof abolition, telling ­
them -that on theirheadswould faTI the responsi­

bility if the law were not passed, but that hé and

his, colleagues would be answerable for the conse..

9,uencesif the law were passed. Thenthespeaker

waxed patriotic, -and, spoke the stereotyped sen-
- --

tences on the glory and'-grandeur of Spain. _Why-

should there be rivalries between Creoles and Pen­

insulars~those :who were born in the colonies aild­

thos~, who were born in the mother-cou~try? It

1111\ DI R-'~as d~plorable. Were they not ~TI of the same
- race ? W~s not the blood of the CId and of Pelayo

caree:t:ing in all their noble veins, and the spirit of -

-Spainliving in aH their generous souls? Ris pero­

ration was grandiloquent; he appealed to them to

c~ase their bickerings, to. close up their'ranks, and
to labour unitedly -for the main~enance of order,
a~thority, ,and the integrity of the territory, and , ­

they -would earn the' benediction oí history _and of

conscience, which was much more, fOI; it was -the -_.

. " benediction 9f God.

:~
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At the close of his discourse, which was ineon­
trovertibly a masterpiece, Señor Castelar was sur­

rounded by' numerous . col1eagues, and .warmiy ,

congratulated. His speech established among other

welcome things. that the orator-minister was no

átheist. His' remarks breathed the truest Chris-
o , ,

tianity: Next it was mani~est that Spain, Reptib~

lican ,as Monarchic~l, would' not, ·without ~ bitter

strugg1e, cede olle inch of territory over which the
national flagfloated. Those who we~e' 'illterested .
in the ,retention of slavery in the colonies were 'the . YG~nt3r;:t ;f

·holders of slave property,' ann tIí'e depllties. who

lrad liv~d' there and. shaken .the pagóda-tree to

sorne' purpóse, afid who, now' thát they were back

in Spain, had .a gratefultecol1ection of what they

{n~ed .to ·slavery. Those gentlemen predicted tliat

the immediate· emancipation of the neg~o would be

thé 'ruin of the colonies, a~d wo.uld ip.évitably lead

to their 10ss by the mother-country. The Miuistry

·ofKingAmad~us original1y brought ''inthe ,mea-.

suré for the'abolition oí· slavery.~ .~orto Rico,
·preliminary to the introduction "otanother to get

·rid .of the sy~teni in' Cuba. The chief argum:ent
17-2 ~'
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~gainst ,themeasure was that; it, .:w~s due to ln­

triguing on the part oí American politicians; whose

object was .to smooth the wáy, to the ultimate,

incorporation oí, the 'Antilles with,' the United

States. The sincerity' oí American friendship is

suspected by Spaniards. They know that, Uncle

Sam, .ha~a longing eye on the islands i~ the
Caribhean Sea; .,and ,has already tried tonegotiate

Spai~ out oí her,American,possessions. Spain, re-'

9011ecting~ this keenly, mistrusts him. ' And Señor

Castelar, whilst acquitting hispredecéssors 'n, office DraLi~

oí haying. ,acted 'at the, suggestion oí ~ th~ Unlted

nI '1\ Stat~s, let' it ~e very' plainly understood ,that this

Republicwould fightt4at. other and greater and

aggrandizillg. Republic. to ,her' last ~an ,and 'last

dollar; before she w?uld ,consent' to the' abandon-,

me~t oí, one sqtuire íoot oí soil. The vested rights '

oí slave-owners would not suffer complet.ely, for tlie

billembraced a proposition to pay theman in­

delnnity equivalep.t to eighty per cent. of,the value

oí, their live chattels. ,Forty per cent.' oí this was ,

to be guaranteed by the mother-:country, and íorty

by the eníranchised colony, so that twenty per cent.,

:¡

:1
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was, the comparatively small pecu~ü1ry, s~crifi?e thé
inheritors. ofan odious system ,~ould have tü'make

. to conscience. .

',Whether .the nianumission ofthe bondsmaIi in
Cub~,"which ·w~s. bóund' to 'come, would h~~tenthe
independence o{ that island~6r, what was . more

likely, its' anne~ati~n tO the .United St~te~--7I' am
not competent· to pronounce. . Ultimately, ~~ is the
cónviction of the wise \and experienced thát .the '
Queen .oí 'the 'Antilles m~~t', ~chie:ve . h~r .inde­

pendence; but it will be less on acc?ünt oí! aBo~ition

than for reasons geographical, cl~m~tic, and ~ili-

tary. The: oéean rolls between Spain afid the sunny
cluster of isles, the climate is deadly Oto the' Spanish

soldier" 'a~d the Spanisharmy cannot afford á 'per-

,petual, depletion.
Nobody" in 'Spain dares', to' defend slavery as

moral, or pr<?test. against· its abolition· on i grounds

higher': than thoseof political· expediency:' The

adversaries· of the ·hill affirmedthat" gradual' abó­
lition would be safer than immedüite abolitioIi~ and'
that the matter' could' well afford· to' wait. - The. '

'newly-proclaimed Republic had interests oí, fár

1111\
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greater present iinportance to attend to, they sa~d ;
but~he philo-negrists retorted that it was a shame

not to free the. negro under the Republic, which

was. based 011 the broad principIe c;>ffreédom to aH,
.without distinction of colour, and that abeneficent

.afid noble act could not be done too soon. If the

.Monarchy had lasted, there could he no denying it, .

~his :p~oject of abo~ition would havé been enacted
without fail.

.. '. ~ate in the, night, after Castelar had delivered his

oration,. Señor Figuer!1s returned ~ro:in h~s tr~p' to' 'erali~

the provinces. I He .was met at the railway-station

by groups \of friends, personal a~d political, and

escorted. to his residence, where ~he was serenaded

by.the band of a regiment of foot artillery.. T~e

night was dark and rainy, which was an ingratitude

to the patri<?tism oí the musicians. If it did not

savour of iU-nature one might be permitted to

remark that speeches, however .. splendid. as' spe~

cimens of composition from a. bench, which I the

speaker admits should be. one for acts, not words,
and midnight clangours of a brass band l1nder the
dripping win.dow-sills oL a' tired Minister, wer~·

" '
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hardly what was needed most' and first in. the.

country. But Spain is not like any 'place else.':

On the- 22nd the AS8emb~y sat until seven, when .

·there was:a break-up of two hours for refreshments;· \
after which washeld a night, sitting (a most un­
usual thing), prolonged until half-past one the next

·.morning. This was the last of that Assembly.

The powers of the Cortes, save and,excepting' suéh
aswere' purely legislative, were delegated to a Per-­

manent qommitte~ of twenty,which was· to aid

Ministers in their task, until the. meeting o~ the
Constituent Cortes. In· the > inte~al between :the
-two . s{ttings. this committee.was chosen by. the .
nominatin:gsections of the Radical and Republican

/ '

'oparties respectively, al~ shades of opinion .being !e-

presented upon it.The President of the Assembly,

,the fo~rVice-Presidents, and the four Secretaries,

held ex-ofji'cioseats on' the board.' An analysis of

the names of' the twenty-nine shows, that there

·were. fourteen Radicals, eight Federals, four Con::
ciliadores (who máy be countedwith the Federals),'

.two Conservatives, and. an Alfonsi~t.

This m()ribu~d sitting was l.;mique)n its 'unani.



,mity and enthusiasm. The' Bill' for the' Abolition

of Slavery in Porto' Rico was passedwithout a dis­
seritient v~ice. : There' was kissing and' claspiJjg' of

hands, and friendly hugging all roUnd. Seftor
,Padial' and General Sanz,, who were anxious to

fight, a duel t~ the death a few daysbefore, met in

.the Salon de Conferenc~a~' and !nade up their
quarreL' They'cemented their reconciliation with

an embrace, aJ.ld one sentimental Deputy who· was
looking on, cried, "}Iay this be an auspicious omen

of the union betweenSpain afid the, Antilles 1"

.Señor Figueras promised that the Exe1mtive Power

would faithfúlly: see to themaintenance' oí' o~der
,during, -the ' elections.' - Ariother' señor' 'próposed

that ihe, act' they had accomplished on' the" date

:of the 23rd should be recorded on a marble tablet,

te> ,be' erected in' the chamber. The propósition

-~asreceived with cheérs; and truly' the act which

knocked the challs óff 'the limbs oí 35,000 slaves

merited record. Thé '_ Marquis of' Sardoal, who

,occupied. the' ,presidenti.al' throne, prayed God to
enlighten the minds of the Government ,and the '

Pe~manent Committee, -, and then declared the

( ,
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Assemblydissolved. ,There were loud shouts for

the '"Federal Republic," and just one 'weak voice

for the " Spanish Republic." " ,
The cloudshad blown overo 'Now was the hour, -

for congratulations; Many persons who were pre-
1?ar~g to send ~away their families resolved to let

themre~ain. . I. hád no' further occúpationÍn
1fadrid. A 'Deptity who had 'thirty,years~ e~peri-

ence of life in. the cap~tal t~ld!lle' that 'this w~s :.

the last place in Spain where' there 'was likely to

be a disturbance for the prese~t; b~t he aclded, " If
,you think' of'going-elsewhere,'be su're 'to' give me
an address where' I' can telegraph to you, for soÍne- "

thing may always turn up.'" .I~ad waited nigh nve '
weeks in, the expectation óf -that' something turning
up, and at 'length I began to think 1, had bettér seek
fresh fields and take a lookat real Spain.

1,','.1·,','
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CHAPTER XIII.

,The Writer Turns Churlish and Quits Madrid-Sleep under
Difficulties-ABad Dream-Sailta Oruz again-Off Sto
Helena !---"Dissertation on Stomach Matters"':'-A Hint
to British Railway Directors-" Odds, Hilts and Blades " ,,
~ADelicate Little Gentleman is Curious-The ",Tierra
Deleit,osa "-Tbat Butcher again., A'" "+" ;' r 'le e e '(1fT" rl ,1. npra 1I I

" IF,you want to see real Spain," said the British

Minister 'to me, "~don't stop here longer, than you
. .. . '"

can help. Go south.'" That fixed me~ With a.
natural impuisiveness Ipronounced "the i~perial !

and crowned, very noble and very loyal and very

heroict~wn"-allwhich titles itbears,-afraud and,
a failure as far as my calling was concerned.The~e

.had be,en great cry and little wool. ,1 was' as:

churlish as a hangman cheated 'oí his client.' , That

terrible thing whichwas, perpetually.on the eve

oí cóming to pass had not come to pass. After

aH, 1 reflected, it' was for the better; for ií there

! '.
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had been stupendous, tidings 'to ,wire, 'the' Govern­

ment telegraphic 'sy~ter,n would have, broken dowp.
under the operation., A message;more than twenty

Hnes long ~as a shock to the clerks, and set them
discussi?g .so excitedly that they let the fire of

theit cigarettes die. o,ut. The" only .court" grew
.hateful to my mind. It had produced nomen to

charrri. by, save .Frey Lope, dé Vega Carpio,' Don

.,PedroCa~deron de' ia ,Bar.ca, and the' Maestro Tirso .

de Molina-and theywere dead. Tt was a nest of .

poli.tical ,~ornets,and head-quarters oí hyperbole;

flimsy, feathers of: lying, gossip floated thick as '.
. ,miq.ges, in ~idsummer air; as, in ,Athens" the

JUnTl\ popula~e ,spent its leisure, ~hich was' the ,best pal:t .

, of its life, in nothing but hearing or telling, new

.,stóries.. 1 would 'shake ,the dust of the Prado off

my , feet, , in testimony against the.. unsatisfying

Gapital. A'rchitecturally, it was a' higgledy-pig­
gledy of houses on a high bar,e site; climatically, .
.it ,wasa mixtlfre of furnace and, hallof willds; ,
.socially,,it wasslow, anda disappointment.; in-,

tellectually, it was b~lbW zero.' My~parting words

~I cann~t ,say my farew~ll-will be' framed on

..
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eralife

• o o •

those of 'Jugurt~a to Rome: " Urbem 'venalem et
matureperitura?n, si e1ntore7l~ invenerit."

. . , . .

1 paid a good-bye visit; with thoughts '.. of . a

stirrup-cup, too Maceehan, at·th~ Fornos, and di~~ .

covered hOO listeiling to Bret Harte's' poem o~

"Table Mount~in," recited· by Russell Yo~g, ~ho

was lolling .on á sofa' in an° upstairs .cabinet'.. . The··

dentistdidnotseein to "take much stock iD. it." An
appreciation :of the horrors of Chinese cheap labour

. requires. a liberal" antecedent educatiori on .the

......_---, .P~cific slope.. .Dr.'~acéehan' ~as, fo! ·his·~wn. sake~ ~

a . sincerely sorry.1 ,was" going away; ~ but for 'my
'sa e' he "was glad, as 1 had .beeD.. ' overworkíng

myself, ~nd' wa~ badly in ·w~lIlt· of '. a kick in the
liver: . ..

. 1t' is an error to' speak .of a.ny city 01'· people

when 'you are under the infiuence of sluggish bile,
for you' are'liable to do them injustice. 'It is a'

sin not to withdraw the .un,just words. ,1 am

.tempted to' sin; but on conslderation' 1. follow 'the

example familiar in a certain legislature, arid take

back '~he unparliamentary language into which·,1

have been betrayed by jecoral derang~ment. '~onour '

} .

1i
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. to th~ manes ofUx;em.:Ali-Beck, Ambassador from

the Shah of Persia,who carne to Madrid iD. 1601,.

and fell in love there. He liked it. I fell in 'lóve:
ten, times a ·day, but nobody would faH in love

. . ,

with me.',

."On aSunday.nightat nine o'clock~. 1 q4itted .

. the .city" and' ~n.'Tue.sday morning:1 had 'my .hair
trimmed by ~,barber of Seville. The 'journey,Jike

mostlong,rail'."ayj¿url1eys, is one'ofinfinite weari~

ness to the flesh. The' 'first-class carriages are.
roomy:and .well-padded, .so,_that short 'travelling,

. except'fór ·in.:Valids, is coinfortable enough.-' The,

correo, 01', mail, train~that which. 1 took----leaves

,but ~>nce intwenty-four hours,and,~n consequence

.of carrying the mails, has to. stop at e'\Tery station"

,so that 'its ,progress is' slo~,' albeit the I quickest to

be ., .had Jor: money.. There were nme sociable'

young Spaniards ,in. the: cómpai'tment' with .me.'

The. gauge ofthe road :is wide;admitting of five
. broad' seats at' each side~· andthé moti~n -o~,the

train is,' easy) arid nurses to sleep:without that,

violent· rocking whi6h :one sometimes experiences.
while' . rattling .northwards from' ·London .m". the

JU~TR
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Flyirig. Scotchman. Büt the backs' of the seats
are stiff and straight 'as a Prussian drill-sergeant, ,

and do not nurse, but " murder sleep," as I speedjly
, found' to my, sorrow. However, they do n1;l.rs(3- as

crick in the neck.· I was wok~ out' of a wayward

doze jusf as Iwasabout to undergo the punish­
ment of' death' by the garrote. I had been
dreaming afearsomedream.' 'In· a weak moment

1 had accepted the crown of Spain. I had gra~ted,·

my subjectsevery conceivable :pri~ilege, pandered

to alI th~lr crazés; gone se;> far as to give t~em 'leralife
a bulI-fight 'every day in die week -and two on '

Sundáys and festivals, paying a:1I expe,nses out of

my own royal po.ckets~ But they were not to be

satisfied, 'unless I w?uld go into the buÜ-rn;g

myself. That waS the straw that breaks ,the camel's

back~ I flatly loefused.They. rebelled; kicked me

,off the throne, led me in a felon's yellow coat on a
wretched donkey to the placeof exeéution, ,and

planted me in' the fatal chair~ Most poignant hu- '
, miliation yet, all the crowned heads of. Europe, led

'by thé Czar of Russia, 'were invited tú the spectacle

and joined in a howlingchorus of"Serve him right."

l111\ D- R
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1 looked my' last, ar?und, and woke up <with a '
toss of'my noddle against the back of the seat. " We'

were at Alcázar. A fellow-traveller kindly offered',

to let me lay my head between his legs if 1, would "

give him my carpet-bag fora, pillów. 'There is'

nothing like' reciprocal accommodation on ft journeJT.'

1 agreed, the tram. started'a?,ain, and 1 lost myself'
in the land of Nod. This' time 1 was fol1owing the'

call1pai,gn against the Carlists. ',Suddenly'1 was',

roused by a cry- "

":Santa Cruz 1" .
e,

, ~ Ilrnuckled my eyes, the carriage was motionless,

and 1 distinctly heard, the name of t~e dreaded
priest Santa Cruz repe~tea.This wás no dreani.
Had 1 mistaken the terminus? Had '1 been'

speeding~orthwards aH this time? 1 was in a
most perplexed tangle oí mind, ha~ pleased at the
prospect of~eeting', the 'redoubtable Cura in

person, half apprehensive lest 1 might give ,lodging
, to a chance bullet, and miss the ~opportunity oí

describing him. ':As 1 'was preparing tó jump out,
the train moved on anew. ' 1 turned, to the railway

,~ide' and discovered the explanation, of ' the i.

Jun-
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mystery.. Santa Cruz ~s a station 'on the Anda-'
lusian line between Val de Peñas and Almuradiel., .

A ~hirdtime 1 fell asleep, to be roused by'another
cry-

. "St. Helena r'

. Tallght by fomer experience, 1 was not to· be

discomposed now..We had pierced' thebowels .of.

tlle 'Sierra Morena, andSanta, Elena, was bút the'
.. name of a station Oll; itssouth~rn side~ Thenext·

time 1 fell offI enjoyed.a genu.ine sleep.. Ido not·

think it '\vould have roused me if "$alt Lake :'. or ralife
" Skibbereen." had b~en shouted in my ear through
a speaking-trumpet. " :. .': :. ': :.' . .

UAt Menjibar,. where w:e arrived abouLtenin tbe
morning, there was a delay of twenty niimites'for

breakfast. By wayof wbet; 1 presume, my. fellow~
travellers all lit cigarettes as we wereglidingup .

by' the" platform. ; Tbis: Spá~ish railway' restaurant·
was' a ~eproach, to Mugby Junctión. It. was SC!u­
pulously c1ean, tbe fare wasexcellent, and thetariff .
moderate. . The price of every article 'was legibly

" p~wted in ,distemper on _the walls.. Preinising,
that a'real is, roundly speaking, twopence halfpenny.

., '

rsr1
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oí ourmo~ey, .a '1ist of" someof the.'viands' and
liquids to be had and their cost' wÚl be interesting,

--only thé reader is requested not toopen'the book .;,
'previousto bolting his food a,t the hurry-up and

grab-all refresh:ffient-room at Amiens, or when he
is about to confront scalding soup and monumental
sand~iches'at sorne of our 'Britishbuffets. ,It
might,ruffiehis temperandjeopardize hisdigestion.,

A breakíast consisting of a couple" of" eggs,', two
plates of'meator ::fish, déssert, br~ad 'and wine, can
be had for twelve reals.' The wine is 'the common ,Y Gpneralife
wme of the, country, and pleasant' ánd 'healthy

JUl1TR tipple' it is ,when you get used to it. Youcan-

procure a baby bottle full for one real,~nd if you

like to be extravagant' you can pay: t'Yenty.~four

,'for a,bottle 'oí Borde'aux, or forty. for a bottleof

champagne;' The Bordeaux' is too "dear. "., As for

champagne, Ilobody driri.ks that'habitually, except

kings of theBo~anza dYllasty ; but myriads of men,

,especially, at race-meetings, drink a beverage which .

théy take'for the' bubblirig,roseate,kindling,

necta~,with' inspiration in' evei'y ;avering, pearle~. ' '

ct_ Fizz," 1 think they 'callit.. ' 1 .hope they e~joy ii.

VOL. ,l. 18 j
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"Compound of crime at a sovereign a, quart" (see

James Smith's poems somewhere), 1call it.Hewho

qüaffs champagne at dinner, sav~ on a foggy day, is

unworthy ofGod's gifts. The proper hour for" the

absorption of that delicious exhilarant is at eleven

in ,the forenoon, and then but two glasses at the

most, shouldbe tákeIÍ. These· gl~ssesshould not

,be the,absurd shallowJapping-glasses, noryet the,

slender stork-gl~sses, b:ut the goodly tumbler.-', If

it be s~mmer, there sho~ld be a lump of ice in the

crysta1 goblet; and' the connoisseur will always ho1 neialife
it l between Himand the' sanlight 1Jefore imbibition,

JUnl1\ nI 1\ ana ejaculate, "There's a picture 1" For these hints
I.am indebted ·to th~t princely gourmet of,palate

mostexquisite; 'John Ravanagh, of the Inman

ocean-ferry 'line"Founder ,and Presidentof the

CocktailClub,of which Í am' the Laureate.. Re­

turning from our ·divagation, the amateurof beer

may.have abigbottleat these Spanishrailway

hotels for'fourreals, but-I counsel him'abstention.

ltisnever advisable f to drinkbeer in a wine­

growing cotintry.' The so~l ofSir Wilfrid Lawson

,would be elevated to the height ,of successful joke-
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JUl1T '

,,making at tp.e ,catalogue of, the . teetotill drinks,

whic4 range trom sugared water tomil~ an~

orangeade. My "\veakness' isegg-flip. -For dinnel\ .

.which is· to be partaken ofat fourteen reals, one

has 'a soup, a' fry, an'entr¿e, a roast" a salad, two
~ , "

,sweets ol' fruits,breadand wine. The entrées :are

usually rib oí mutton, veal or 'a beefsteak, which

sometirries makes you tp.ink there is something like

leather. A hen, which is a luxury, rates .at_ fourteeri

reals, but a tortilla of the hen;seggs is tobepre­

ferred. If any complaints ar.e' felt to_be ne~essary

~s to attendance 'orprovand, the stationmaster has

,a, volume wherein to write them down' at the

disposal of travellers.

F~om Menjibar we steamed' along ~hrough, a
beautiful landscap~ .~f· this beautiflll proVinee of

Andalusia., The. fields were emerald' gre~n and

ought to be fertile, blit they seemed to lack. cul-:

tivation.· Very few personswere to be seen wor~g

in them. In proportion as nature had been prodigal~

man appeared' to .be lazy.. ' Still, viewed as' the

.painter, not' the agl'iculturist wóuld view it,' the

,landsca:p~ . was .delicious in' its .quiet loveliness.
18~2'

,1
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.' Patehes'oí silvery grey-that 'dreamy neutral sil:ery

grey whiehis to be eaughtin pelfeetiori 'on willows

played upon by moonlight---here and there lightened

the mellow masses oí verdure: Those were oIlve
groves. .The hills on tJ:1e horizon; seen through an
oddeurtain ofrain, íor the 'daywas' showery, had
the vaporous' hazy outline .oí sorne oí .:M:urillo's

pietures. .Anon we passedby the bridge oí Aleolea,

. the sc'ene oí the deíeat oí" Queen Isabella's forees

under No~valiehes by Serrano in 1868.. The field

isaltogether toopretty .to have been'defile~ by a. rali~

sanguihary episode oí ~ivil ",val'. . A gently. winding

nTR ·str,eaID. eourses .'mid rieh ·undulatingmeadows·. at

the base oí a ridge oí hills covered.with cottages

enbowered in plantations' and orehards.. As if in.;

fiamed'by the warlikeas~oeiationsof the locality~

myeompanions produced swo'rd-canes, dirks and

poniards, and begancomparing theni with' the air
t oí experts. N~t one ..oí . these sociable young

Spaniards was. ul1provided with a. le~,hal :weapon.

1 was devoütly thankíul,: that .they." had no~ got .to .

talking poli.tics on the road, 01' 1 might havehad

. t.o de21~r~ ~he:~bse?ee: oí a' by~-law applying to'
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passengers carrying edged tools from" that code

. which so carefully, shuts ,out the, drunkard, ando
insists that nobody ~ith a loadedgun ~r pistol"
sh~ll enter a c~rriage. ,
" At, C6rdoba the' train stopped, and we changed

carriages fo~ the Ándalusian. capital. ,'During my

short stay 1 was invited to take my choice of a

variedassortment.of daggers, 'navajas" skeens, and

stylets,whi~h a stllrdy hawker, who' looked as ir ¡ i

~e knew ,how to handle. them~ had strung' rouild :i
bis waist .- a .' I ~,1u d y 0ene~af :I

Tbe ,fellow was .a perfect waIking arsenal, or :i i

'rat~er a peripatetic bit of Sheffield, and, expatiated !
:jtffectionately on the temper and cuttingqualities ., .' ¡.r.

I
.',

of hiswares. 1 declined to, buy. He showed his, . ii
, teeth,' and, told me 1 might go, farther and, fare
~~rse. '1 was very happyto':take him' at hisword,

, "

and get into ~,carriage that was going. as far a,s
\ . - . " . . ~

S~ville,) which was occupied by o~ly ~n~person, a
~elicate little gentleman witb; a.:bright, keen, kindly

face. To him. came a, courier: a~ h~ leant, out of

~he. carriage-~ind<iw., ."
: ," Why does one see so many S~otchqaps about ?"

asked the little gentleman, i?- English.

JUl1H\
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"Because, Gibraltar is near, and there are

smugglers there/'answered the conrier.

" Why does one see so many dogs ábout 7" asked
the little gentleman.

"Because they find more foad here' thaIl" at I

. home," answered the courier.

" Why does not one' see the train start to time 7"

asked the little gentleman.

."Because this is Spain," answered the courier.'·'

That. was conclu~ive, and the ·little gentleman

drew in his head and sat. down oppo~ite me:... He'" erali~

.:was a cha~ming ompanion, a young"Xmefican oí

.T ,DI J\ 'culture and cqurtly manners, whq was travelling.

in Spain for his health~ He loved the countr;yand

.the people,; and toldme' many anecdotes of' acts

of kindness· ofwhich, being sickly, he had· beeri

the object from this strange, tender, passionate

race, as ready with gerierous help' as" with ,the

stiletto-point. Poor little 'gentleman! ·1 f~at he

has made a. void in sorne fond househol~,lo~g since,

for he was sore strickenwith decline.
l' The ,Spaniard," he said, "in fine, is' the niolst

courteous of roen; he never sits, down 'to, eat' In

"
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your presencewithout offering yoú ashare of his
meal." And it is true.

From U6rdoba to Seville the way lies through a
, land, of delights-the, "tierra deleitosa" of Ail9a-,

lusia., Again we swept by green fields, and silvery.
grey olive groves; anon we skirtedvivid clusters,'

,()f orange-trees lade!1 with the great luscious frriit;

which is ever in season. On we passed by plains

bristlingwith huge spiky clumps' of aloes alter":

nating with growths of Barbary figs, until, toward~

twilight, ,we carne in sight, oí the Gu¡dalquivir

with its boats,. ánd op. the fart.her si~~ near a copse:

, oí cypress~ the;walls of the Cartuja. Convent, now

tur~ed' into ,3;, porcelain factoryby ano enterprising

, Englishman", who ',makes imitation ,Moorisli tiles­

where the hooded friars sang matins and lauds. ','

It, was sev~n o'clo~k when we drove into ,"proud

Sevill~," too late to look at any of her ma;rvels;but,

not ~oo late to enjoy agood d~nner in theiFondai

de 'París, a, namesake ánd branch of th~ hotel-

- where 1 had beenstopping atMadrid.. ~ Myvi8~a;.vi8

:at the dinner-table was' the, Saragossabutcher-l

began to think, now he: wasa political agent-who·

JUnTR
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.had .been my vis-a-vis .on my tedious ride over

. the mountains froID Beasain too Alsasua.~ Wás this

varlet on' my. track ?'. l. began to entertain serious

apprehensions on the score. lt has been my lot

f<?r years to have been shadowed bymouchar:ds,

gendarmes, detectives, and ·policemen.

_.. My goings~o~t and rny comings-in have. been

noted; 'mi house has been watched. by hulk..

ing louts' in uniform whom their f~~lish superiórs
pitched {lpon. as .accomplished pryers _; nay, even a

female~with' 'pince-ilJez, sealskin jacket, long' purse;

~n<Í· an Ollendorffian' intimacy with mosto Conti-

-nental tongues, has been cunningly~slipped at niy
~eels.. r have been, thankthe Lord, misunderstood

by, fools, belied by knaves, avoided by the timorous,

. tabooedby the contemptibly" respectable "(odious

"\Vord), andslanderedby scoundrels ',whom 1 had
befriended.. Heads'have been:wagged, and ¡·have
been .adJudged a deep.· card and' a dangerous .char­

acter~ Nothing could be got :out of rne~

. The. explan~ti6n.'is .simple. ··1 •had -,:nothing .to

conceal.,you cannot ~queeze aqua tofana' out of a

stone...'1 was-süspected, 1 .take it now, because, in

I
. I

neralife
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: the ,exercise, of my vocation, 1 had been thrown
into the society of Communists, Nihilists, Fenians,

and Carbonari. ~ad 1 confined myself to card­
sharpers, prize-fighters, coppercaptains, hypocrites,
libertines, and ladies of the Loosened Cincture, aH '

would have .beenwell. And y~t, 'foreHeave~~ 1
~an assuré the Powers, great and ~maU" T have
never meditated wrong to ~ State oro a potentate,

never harboured ,an tuikind thought for a dog, ',and
never joined a secret society but the Order oí'
Antediluvian Buffaloes, ahd they expelled me from '

, J .1

the lodge for unbuffalo-lik~ behávióur.'
~, .If 1 was sure that Saragossabutcher was' a spy,

1 would not put prussic acid in his chocolate, but 1

ahnost think 1 wouldsprinkle cowhage between his
sheets.'
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OHAPTER XIV.

tJnTR DI R

. '. .
Delectable Seville-DOIi Juan.Scapegrace-The Women in,

Black-In the Triana Suburb~The Oity of tÍle Seven
Sleepers-Guíde-BookBoredom-Romance and Reality ­
-The ProsaicManchester Man-King Ferdinand
Puzzling the Judges-Mortification by Proxy-Some
Notable Treasures-Papers and Politics--The Porcelain
Factpry-" The Lazy Andalusiennes "-About Cigárs-:
The Gipsy Dance., r ralife

THERE are but three spots in the. world of which' 1

,liaa for~ed mental pictures {rom niy reading,. that

rose. to the level of anticipa~ion when· t carne to
visit '. them. Venice !Vas one of these,' Naples .

another, and Se:ville, delectable Seville~ ihe third.
. '. ..

There is a Spanish proverb which declares, "Who

hathnot seen Seville hath nbt seen a marvel," and

'1 am prepared to owil thatwho doth not, believe

that proverb is an unenviable sceptic. At first sight '

the city is a disappointment. Glance at it from the

railway and you will have nowish to stop. But
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alight and remain there a few days, and you will

, find it hard to drag yourself awaY. The -place

grows upon you. Each hour' reveals new charins;
, , \ .'

there is a fascination in the very atmosphere '; aIid

ip. the end y?U will catch yourself exclaiming that
the ,pearl of Andalusia is the fairest gem in the '. ;:

~pímish crown~would be a pricele~sornament to ¡i!
anycro~. '1;

. !'
The setting of the jewel ¡'s not worthy of it-a 'I:!

, great plain covered with greyish grass; clumps'of , . ' ,,¡¡:
'tall, brown-blossoÍned agave; a' skYlmet~llic inits . ~ ydenerá/lt"liJ,'
lustre; blazing and intense; a dim streak of azure '> :1

H\, non the horiz<i>n indlcating the far sierra, and, ~reep.; , J,~
, ing lazily through the fiat, a dull, yellow river: ' !~
But thecity itself! . Verily, it is amarvel-agr()tto~;;
of serenemysteries in a granary of plenty, thetrue' i

;1
city to cultivate the gay scie'nce and savour the' I !;:
delicate relishes of bliss.', . , . ';1¡

\. ;¿¡I

,Don Juari.~I mean the Don Juan of 'the Tenorio ' , ifll
f~mily, linked to fame by, Tir¿o de' MO,lina, Glück; ',,' jil

\li¡
.. and' Mozart, not the hero of Byron'spoem--was born ' "f ;¡

~ere: livhed herde, and lieshundder an
h
' ivyD-'Clakd sda~cMoPha- . r

gus In t e gar ens attac e 'to t e u e 'e out-' ¡
1

',' I
'1'

, r
..

, , !
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pensier's. palace. No sweeter nook of earth could
,h~. h~v;e chosen for life's dreary pilgrimage,.'which
he .made as little dreary as he wellcould" if one­
~alf that is said and sung of him be true. He ,vas

a, sad scapegrace, and no patte"rn to the rising

generation; his back ~new no sackcioth, and his

, ~h~.~s no peas ; but he died ·penitent. His tomb, a
, chaste thing in marble and brass, ought to be as

~ttractive for pilgrims of the Wertherian school as
the monument toAbélard in the pere-Ia-Chaise.

, Threading the puzzling ll.laze, of Seville streets,

one might fancy that aH tbe ladies here had been

in love with the wanton rascal, arid were still in. ,'" ",' .

mou~ning for him., The dress, of womankind of the
be~ter class' is invariably black; their tiny feét, .
coffined in dainty shoes, peep from under a pall oí

black skirts'; black mantillas' float over' billows oí

inky hair, while black eyes flash with the melan­

?holy fire oí funeral toi"ch~s over the tremulous tips
of black fans. Why they patronize black (which is. "

a ,conduc~6r oí. heat) in this hot c1imate 1 cannot

~or. the life ofme make out. Certainly it is not
~ecause oí sy~pathies solemn or' lugubrious'; for



the .character of these lissom damsels'of' Seville ''is
the'reverse oí gloomy., There is no: taintof'

Inquisitorial dliys in their souls.·Theyare· gr~ve

only externally, and aH that is coquettish,wiIibing,

and womanly within. If' they hangout: 'tIla

undertaker's emblems" it can only be through
love oí the ruleof contraries, for they are arch" in

évery' step' and glance, and bring suÍlshine with

them into'shady pl~ces.· They are fond of' seeing

and being' seen;' they cannot be ·looked .~on',as

mutes, for they' carry a fan,_ which in Spaín' is

equivalent to a' semaplí~re';why then 'w~ll' they

persevere in wearing this sepulchral raiment 1:-1 .

flatter myself 1 have di~covered two reasons, either

of 'which wil1' answer-first~ to ~YPlfy'their remorse

fol' all thehearts they have broken;: and, next;
because it is very becoming.

The women of the lowerclasses do not confine

themselves .to the s'ame severity of taste:· They~re,

as amorous of gla:ririg colours as negresses. . Oross .

the iron bridge' over the Guadalquivir, here a' slow
current· of chocolate ando 'milk, and go' iuto 'thé

Triana suburb where Ta.tterdemalion holds "court~ .

285·RO,lJlANTIOSPAIN.
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:There you will lneet gowns. of printed cotton of the

oli:yeli~st hue-gowns that. flaunt. violent pinks and

gamboges, but neYE}r a violet or a pearl-grey, much .

~ess a black. These daughters of the people gen~r­

allyadorn their braide.d dark hair, which is thick

and silky enough to drive a Parisian belle into
agQnie~ of jeaIOl.~sy,· with· a .few bright natural

fl()wers, arid sport ch(3ap trinkets ando ear-rings,

and fling gay kerchiefs over their shoulders. I.The
menare· as true to the native costume·as the

women. .That abomination, the stove-pipe hat,
- ! ~ . '

seldom .shocks the resthatic mind. The. head~gear

Ís the .wide ro~nd hat with low crown and inward-

.turned brim. The largeblue or brown cloak, with

parti-coloured lining, is almóst universally wom

~s in .Madrid, but with this difference: in Madrid
the tail of it is held before the mouth as if there

was an epidem~c of toothache; in Seville, it' drapes

fuIl and free.. The Andalusian.jacket-broidered
with· tags, and' short so' as· to ., show the scarlet

.waist-sash...;....;,tight trousers, and shoes of untanned

leather, are likewise. common. A ,tidy 'active

working - suit this .. Andalusian suit is, blit it

286 RO:JIANTIC SP.A.IN.
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must no more' be argued that the men:who·

wear it are tidy and ~cf,ive' and. addicted to hard
work than that the women who, wear .black are

,going to a bu1'ial-service. ' No; Seville is the most

deliciOl~sly idlé place in creation, and the Sevi-,
llanos are the 'most deliciously idle people,

The vis irrle,rtice is cultivated he1'e as a scienc~;

the Castle of Indolence is somewhere in" the
vicinity; the central oflices of the Lazy Society

are situatedin th~ Calle de las Sierpes. The
'natives take to lotus-eating naturally., Pure effect,
·21 '

of climate.. The Seven Bleepers were born in,
Seville, and their descendants still have their

torpid peing in the city. It was never meant for
the bustle ~f trade or the whirr of machinery. It

,is the . place of aH others to read Theocritus,

'm~d bowers dipping t~eir leaves intoplashingfoun­

tains, to eat fruit, listen, to, ~istant ,music, blow

, languid wreathsof perfumed smoke, and shut one's
'eyes ,to have visions of fair women. It is the \

veritable opium-eater's Paraaise.
Of ,deliberate design, l'abstain from writing of

the public, buildings and monumental curiosities

y Genera't

rt\1,
JI
JI
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of Seville~ , AH -'that can be hitd - by :those who

choose in th~ exhaustive guide~booksof-Richard

Ford-andHenry O'Shea., To my thinking, nothing

can he more insufferable than the ~tatistics- of

architecture, thebald .largon of styles plateresque

and .ornaments charrig.ueresque, the rapttlres o-yer
chancels, aIid transepts and ogee wind'ows, the

precise accounts of such a bell, which would turn

thescale at RO many hundred.weight, and suoh á
spi~e, which is three yards and a quarter taller
than the' York Column;with the everlasting scraps

of poetry' froni the treas~ry of ready-made quota­

bi@ns interlarded betweerÍ. It is worse even than

the cant of criticism which Laurence Sterne casti- _
gated -with bon~st -pen.' -Hugo was a genius, and'

even Rugo was almost unequal to sav~ng "Notre
Dame de Paris" from the -dead weight of archi­

tectural detail which cumbered its spirit.
-Let us look at Seville without the guide-book or

. ,

guide, walk through -its labyrint~ of narrow paved

streets withmind open too receive,- and mark the­

features of tbeEast side 'by sidewith those or'the

'''Vest. -Thoseflat-roofed 'building~ 'with greeIieri~s,_
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\ .

on the summit, those jealous balconies and ,window8

with th~ir' irontrellis~work,. those cool inner spa'ces
,with: tesselated floors 'and 'surrou~ding oí: marble

pillars of which we c~tch glimpses through the
metal fret-work of the' private doors-how Moorish

they arel ,·The' sights and· sounds" the , ragged'
and broilzed begg'ar urchins, the hawkérs' of lemo&S

and ;water, the' sttings ': of donkeys and" mules

in fringed' blinkers pattering alon&, under huge net

or straw,panniers, crainmed with fruit,oreharcoal,
or' tiles; or, cork- wood.-:-howCcharacteristic;'hów yGener

,utterly ~ un;.JfrankisH;!' .That lolling' clown, ,with

legs ' dangllng óver the tawny sheared sides oí ,á '

diminutive, donkey, is a' study 'in himself.•. Then
the inelodious'street~cries, the' lively braying 'arid

whinnying, and t,he perpetual tinkling' of the collar­
bells '. worn ' by 'aH 'fonr-footedbeasts . that' pass,

€xcept nobody's' dog ,and: the 'rich mán's :hors~~

'what a pleasantconcert· they'make!' '
If you wish to change: t,he' scene, roam through

;the ,plazas, with . their 'mai'ble 'water-basms .~nd '
.orange'-trees; '. go ,to the, Duke 'de'Montpensie'r's

,garden, withits wealth of myrtles and fern paIros ;'
VOL. l. 19,

~ '. .
~._----,_._-_ ..... , ... -
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wander ~o the river-si~e and look at the 'shipsc
lading 01' unlading; or .ascend the·Giralda, the old
m~sque steeple froro which the muezzin called the .

faithful to prayer, and take in the 'coroelyma.ss ()f

colour beneath in one. broad' sweep. . Then th~.

c~anging ,sky that canopies this " fragment . of
heaven let faTI upon'earth!" The riot of c10úds
·when the elements war, and alter the 'midday heats .

t~e geniaLrain poursdown as if, the blue expanse .

·overheard· .were 'a .lak~~how fervent and ~ordial!.

At 'night; when tlíe city stl1eets. ar~ crowded with·~ .. erétlí~

groups in conversation;. when·o the. fragrant, flower-.

'NI- DI 1\ garlantÍed'patios are visiblé .by mystic lights pe~de~t
· froro gilt chandeliers, like votive' lampsbefore a
'. l· . . ".

shrjne; .whe~,'caballeros-pay',court·to their lady~

.loves "throughgratings as caballeros are :Iicensed'

,only to. pay court inSpai~:;'~he~ plaintiv~ songs,
with a' reminiscence bf the desert about them,are

. . ~ . " -'. . .

chanted in monotonous cadenceto.the .accompani-

ment Of.aguitar-h9w grateful it aH is to him' wh~
. is .not lost-to the sense ofpoetry ! Impe~ceptibly one

yjelds ~imself, to the associations o( the. bygone~ , .

I and imagination takes' wing.As the night ages'

,'.
,~ -----~~:..~~-.-:..
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"and silence enwraps" thescene~a silence' onlj'
, brok~n by the deepboom froro a c~ock~toweror,thé ,

voice ;of th~ serenó,·the.'Spanish .watchman,"hob.J

, b1ing along~ith his lantern swinging -from his piké
ahd his bunc» of' ~eys -fróni his' girdlé, singing'óut "

the hour~~the eff~ct' is stronger;", ,and '1 confess;

while roaming' iti' such ,a' frame once;.1 so lost '

myself to the' present that 1, siLOuld 'not, have b'een
su!prised if 1 hád met th~' Knight of La 'Mancha

and the thr.ee gallants oí the Vanarda T,,'oisBecs
in mocking whispers' at 'bis heels, 'or Figaro hi:rnself

on a serenadlng éxcur~ion\ but with he last puf!
, oí. ID)1' cigar died:out the'ideal'ímd returned the

real.' l· hasténéd :~ack to my hotel; whichmight

, once ?ave been a Moorish palace, and there, to rÓ.ake
th'e: assurance, doubly sure, that ,'1ihis was the' cin~l

teenthcentury, sat in an A~erican rocking-chair '

a gentleman ,in a, tweed suit, readiI,1g Galignani's

#essengerand drinking pale ale.' ':".', .
. That'gentleman was· not, a 'poet ;.. he' was' ,an:

English tourist., 1t was the pe:dod before' theHoly

,Week,with its world~renownedsolemnities,cele-'

brated with a pomp second'only to that, oí. Rome'

19~2

Junr

, .
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in her. heyday, and d~awing strang~rs in s,,:arm.s

from every pc;>int or. t~e. compass. If l.' expected to

enjoy, .an int~llectual chat 'with .that gentleman. i
was IJlistaken.

" Only fancy !'~: he began; '~t?e: lanqlord has been

here, ando the beggar says we'llhave topay double

for.b~ardand lodgingifwe don't 'cIear out before .

the 5th oí April.': . '

Toniy:explana~i~:m that a. time of deep interest
was, at hand, and ,that. accommodation would be at

,a' premium, Manchester (I 'felt, instinctiveIy he must e.
be a' comm~rcial,tr~yeller_aIld .. in the dry-goods

line) ,continued :. ~'Y~s, :I: kno,:w:, bull.fights, I~aIian

op~ra: at· the' San' Fernando, 'races,: fat women,'

talking seals, peep:-~hows;: whirligigs-all: the' 'f?n. of

th(3Ja4'.: By. Jove !J've half a,mind to hang on.'! :
' .. ":JI~_~ad'not heard~f'the grand open-air religious

p~c;>,q~~~!9,Ils}r?m' PaIm Sunday to Good Friday; nor
ofthe .u~iquely pathetic ,service' of the .Tenebrce,
'I;lo~' :of~. tlle~ g~rge?us jubilance .of Easter, SUIid~y.

~~me ~nen:iy-.to:Sevilla spread· the runi~ur that the '

Republic had set its face against snch 'ceremoniesas

mere 'gauds and ·vanities,· customs more- 'honourec( ,
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in th.e" breach than the -observanc~, ana. ,that. this
ye~r th~y:w6uld not be held.' "Btit Sev~le wo~ld ",

riot have it so;' she would" not relinquishhe~chance

"of enjoyiIiga" religiousraree-show andf:1.eecing the

foreigner for any Republicans. The civil 'governor

issued a proclamation, comforting the: lieges by, the ,

pledge ihat"now, as" ever; the HolyWeek ~ould'be"

grandly kept; kep~"' in 'a' wáy :worthy:of cultured

Se~ille, and cuitured Seville rubbedher hands with
glee. ". Orowds: were expected 't9' f:1.ock in,'ana. ,,the

master of the hotel intended to act royallj' ,bythem
. ' " " e ;

,~that is/exact tributé fróní them whilst~hey'.were

at his' merey. ,", Sévillemeant_to',be 'awfullY.-dev:out
- '

during :Passion' Week, "and-:awfrilly:jólly :th~: week

after."'" 'On 'E~ster Sunday there' was· to .be 'a"bull~

, fight, ,one' of the finest iD. Spain, bétween 'the"greates~

<iliving toreadores and sorné ·búlls or~h(jicely" savage

\breed~ The "annual faIT, which was;represented to

me as a'"revelof"" glowing and chariging: tints in­

dress-a 'treat not to: be missed .by" t4e',artist' on:

ány account-was" tobe held fn the' middle ?f-Ap~il;

and 'speculative 'committee's( were ,busy' over ~he'

details óf race~meetings,balls, firEnvorks;and m~rty.

,making generally.

,
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;.' 1 pressed the representative of the mart of cottori.

not to departo .But he wa.s c;>bdurate toarguments

touching 'olÍ the resthetic. For. him the'sacred
Biblioo-traditional drama of " Tlie Seven Dülours of·
'the Virgiri Mary" had no' attraction.·. He preferred ,

.. . .' . \.

firew~:>l'ks andthe learnedpig..
: ".No," he.added,. as if musing; "on second

thought; I~han't.. 'Bu.ll-fight~ lcan see at Madrid;

and: .the only :race~meetiIig worth attending,. I':m
told,.is that at theplace where the ;~herry is m~mu-

I

.factured." , f ,.. -

neralj~
: "S~rely,,,, 1 veJ1tured~: with artles~ goo.d;.nature,
" you .' .w~ll ;wait to.. ,patroni,ze .Mr.· Sp~ller, who .is

:;tdve~tised . .as :,skater:j~~ordinary ..to. the D~ke of
Ediliburgh. , .' It .willbesoJllething to boast.of;· that

. you saw him . gliding ~nd' gyrating ',befc;>re the
asto~ishéd 'náti'ves;whose ,only. idea, of ice is in

the. shape of',crearos, dyed' a delicate amber, and

tinctured' with essence .oí' ,lemón. 'Then; again,.
. , .

.your countryma?, old Tom Price, the Batty of the

Peninsüla,has pitched his telit on the A.lameda· of
Hercules..He's not tobe missed."

. "Tom Price:'-ba~"! :You should go to Astléy's, .
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in the Westminster Bridge Road, my boy.' That

fairly takes thé <;ake. I'moff 1" :

, ,He went, and 1 was not sorry; but ,thespell was

broken; . I,was gliestof an inn. Myelysian tfá.iIi
of reverie had 'been .smashed up; the' gtmius 'of

dry-goods had evic,ted poetry under circumstaÍlces

0r aggravated harshnes~ '; before' the stamp of ihe
elastic-sided boot of Manchester, Pedro the Cruel
and Alonso the Wise,Murilloand Luca Giordano, '
lIaría de Padilla arrd Leonora de Guzman, ce' el Rey

Cliiquit~ '" Boabdil and the heir 9f Columbus~all ' ~
ha'd D;lelted hJ.to thinnest of airo ' y General· "1

"

Inexorable ,duty ,called I?é elsewhere beforé the i
,Holy Week ~olemnities, so that, 1 havE;} no oppor-

tunity of.de~cribingthe~ ,de prropriovisu, and Ido'

not care to rehearse twice-told tales. Bilt whilst 1
, wa~ in Seville 1 wanderedto arid froand".ma<Ie

.' good use,of my leis,:!re,hearingandseeing a~mu~h

as most visitors. Oí those things'which remain

imp;inted on niy memory 1 may repeat s0Ine with­

out in~mrring-at least so 1 üust-the imputation

oí boring the r~ader. There was a basin. in the .
,gardelfs of the Alcazar, where J 'was wont to sit

'.

\



"

orange.·','
There are five-and-twenty parish churches In

b~nE3áth:the· ~had~ of the, foliage in the stro'ng heats .
of noon.There is an·anecdote. concl3rning'it w.hich

impres~~d me mightily. Ring Ferdi~andw~s 'here
one: day, :and wassore 'perplexed ·.bY· an: a~air

'of ,state., He r~quired a' just and astuta judge to

decid~ sorne vexed questionof' the first·· import~

ance.' ,Walking up' anddown h~ unconsciously
pickéd an orange; cut 'it in' twain,and .flung one

halí,' hito the water, the . cu~ 'side dowÍnvar~8.

Suddenly an idea' struck bim. The monarch sent

for a judge;and askedwhat was thatfloatingbefore.
" . . Cl

him. . 'lT -' "
" An'orange," was theanswer..
Irritated; he" dismis~ed him,' suInmone~. a!10ther,

putO .the saine question, ;~nd .received ihe same ­
:reply.. This went· on 'until',at length'one authority~

·before .answering, drew .the íruit towards ~ini with .

t~ebranch of a' tree~ picked it out of the watér, and .

gave the trúe reply:
" HaIf a~' orange 1"

There .is .:1 sound moral at the .core' of this

eralit
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SevIlle '~nd·two,thousand ,priests;, but, as too often

happens on thé Continent, the women were vas~ly

more' atteiltive . than the~ men' tó-,' observances of

devotion:'- 1: made .the _acquaintance oí a' wealthy
burgess,adealer in curiosities, who asked me round

- too his 'shop to 'inspect some",' of .' thé 'charming

peasantcostumes: of .Jtllurcia, now' fast falling into

'disusé~and a' grievous. pity it is: :It waS 'Friday

whe~ 1 'visi~ed hi~, ~nd he was, gobbling pork­
ch?ps. ,', _:

, ,,~',Wh~t ! ,'you ,a Christian, yóu'· a son of, the
, Church.1" 1 exclainied. '

..' '~Ah! '. señor," he,' ,apologized; "Jorgive, me l' .1JUnTR, . . ,",
.aro very ~ail, but :my wife }s so, good, a, Christian.

1" re-yerence' th.at, woman.: She ha~' gone . to 'Mass _
without breaking her, fast,' and: when 'she: returns '

she ,will only take,one 'small,cup o~ chocolate." ,
But 'all the: burgesses of' Seville" are not like to

, him; whó., pra~t~sedmortification by. proxy.. ~he

gentlefolk are, pious, .and the commonalty are 'not .

ir!eligious. ,Chee~fulness and sobriety are th~' rule;.'
. gambling, and an' idleness, excused ,by th~ enervat~

~ng .iilfluences oí the' too generous, sun, are, .the

'j
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})redominating vices, as elsewhere ID Southern
Spain.

1 saw few ebullitions of temper, much hospitality
among the poor, no downright thievishness, but
the irresistible tendency too pass bad money-which

is accounted a venial failing in the Peninsula.

The Cathedral is a superb pile, and occupies the

site of an ancient mosque.. The stained-glass

windows are so many captive rainbows. Preter­

mit ing talk about dimensions and the like, 1 may

note sorne few of the remarkable feattires which erali~

are most apt to be recalle by the stranger. Fore~

most among these are' the stone pulpit from which'
Sto Yincent de Ferrer preached; the slab over the

remains of Ferdinand, son.of Christopher Columbus,

whereon are inscribed the words (referring to his

illustrious father), (~A Castilla y á Leon }'fundo

Nuevo Di6 Col?n," and a CnlGifixion by a Mexican

negro, who was never known to paint any other .

subject. It is a peculiarity of artists of the Spanish

school, in representations o,f the Sacrifice on Calvary,
to use three nails and place the wound on the right

side;· Italians use four, and place it on the left~

1:

{~-----_. __ .-



ROMANTIC SP.AIN. 299

JUnT

In. the Capilla Real is the figure of tho "Virgen do
los Reyes," the patron of Seville, a gift from Sto

Louis of France, surmounted by tho identical
crown with which the brow of tho canonized
monarch was pressed, and enclasped as to tbo

throat by a diamond necklace valued at ninety

thousand duros, presented by Doña Berenguela, the
mother of Sto Ferdinand. Among tho treasures in

the relicario of the sacristy is a massive gold group

made of ore brought by Columbus from America,

eonsisting· of two· figures sustaining a globe, tho

globe alone .weighing fifteen pounds~ Passing
under a horseshoe arch, in a dusty corridor beside

which iS preserved the shrivelled mummy of an
ungainlyallÍgator sent ·by th8 Sultan of Egypt to
Alonso the Wise when seeking his daughter's hand,

, the Chapter Library is reached. The prizes of this
eolleetion are the manuseripts of the diseoverer of
the NewWorld andthe book, "Tractatus de I ma[Jine
Mundi," whieh he took with him on the earavel
when he first erossed the Atlantie. There are
marginal notes to it in bis own minute and legible
handwriting, in one of whieh he lays down this

ay Gener



,apothegm"of sad wisdom: "No one is secure fr~)Jn

~dversity." , There' are no especi~lly beautiful' pic-
tures .by .. Murillo-especially, 1 say, fol" all· of his ,
are 'beauÍiiful-in the Cathedral, but thechurchof'

La: Caridad contains two masterpieces : the ~'Miraclé

of our Lord, feeding the Multitude," and' that of
(" M<?s~s bringing. tha Living Water from the Rock
ofHoreb.':: ,The latter i~' full' ofdiversityof ex­

pres~ion underlain', bya thri~,of mad ,eagern~ss .

brought outwith a terrible truth.~. Another famous

picture' iS,the "Descent .from the Cross ", of, Cam- 0rafft
pana.'.This', was.. painted 'in',1548, _andwas so
naturál that Murillo,was, never weary, of, resting
in, rapt, contemplation ,before it"and onhis deatll-

bed .asked to ,be buried at: its fE.;let in the church ~f

~anta Cruz.. ' 'He had' his wish.. But .the ,dogs of

war carne panting'that way.· Soult, entered Seville, ·

pulled down the church"desecrated, the master~s

grave, and stole all ofhis canvas he could Iay: his

sacrilegious paws upon tograce the~ouvr~. The'
Spaniards. do, not lovethe French, nor is it aston­

ishing.

Among the delights, oí' Seville one of the chief
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must not ,fail 'to· be enumerated~no', ~hriekinO'. . . b

I n.e~~boys. shove latest editions into the face of the
10unger..This·is not a reading people ;for a woman

to 'know .how to read was acco,unted i~moral so:.
late as the beginning ofthis century.. There are'

'some papers at Seville, nevertheless ; among others,

El Orien~e, devotedto ,Carlism, and ,La Legiti?ni-

. dad, :which advocated the interests of the ex~Queen

IsabelIa's son and heir; hut they have little to sayo

I~' ~he lack,of suicide~, stabs in th~ dark, and'pro~
.' nunciamie~tos,. they. ~ ~re driven t~ filI, up I'their

space· with extracts. from' the almanac: afid ~ists ,of .

)ette S thrown into Vle Post,Office. wit.hout. prepay~

mept.. So~e, c(jun~ryman must· ?aye .·.caug~t ,the
localdisea~~,,for:in,~n~lis.tgiven;in LaLeg~timidad

it was notified. that two envelopes. had been indo-
. .,~, . .' . ,". .

le~tly com~itted' ~o the: box witho~t sta~ps~' ,one
addressed .to ~<MissMary, Hyde Park," and the

'other 'to.·H Monsieur " . (an evident" mispr~t.' f~r
"Mister ~') ." Fran~is O'Mahony, Shank.erh~ll.~~'·::·. ~ .

.It may be ·a surprise to some that Carlism had
. its adhere~ts, btrt :Wherever the Chur~h is·pow~rful

there Carlism exists, an:d as the Chu~~h'isparticula~ly'

U, zm.
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powerful 'atnongst the weaker sex, the Spanish

women .are alInost unive~sally Carlists. , Many a

ferocious Intransigente, who spouts fire and brim.-

'stone, 'and death' to kings and priests in theclubs, '

has to singvery small when he comes home,' for

the Señora dotes' on Don Carlosand wor~s slippers
for the father corifessor:. In Seville 1 should say

the Intransigenteelement is feeble; it is strongest;

perhaps; in ·the municipality (which~ by the way,

issued an edict secularizing ,the cemetery of San

Fernarido), because thi~ party'of' action ' is, always ,
6n 'thewatch and pushes itself into office ;' but the .

immeJilse majority ofthe b~siness'folk are' mon- ,

archical; orilj theywish to have. thErPrincé oft:h~

1\st~rias, not Don'Carlos, for their:m~narch, 'arrd aH'

'the gentlefolk;without exception, are anti-Republi~'

cario .' Ihad proof of t~is at thé theatre, where, " La

Marsellesa/ a' comedy intended to glorify the ad~

vent ofthe Repu?~ic,'wasplayed. The speechesiri

fav~u~'of Federalism very often féll flat" and occa~ ,
siémal1y 'wére hissed,while the' satirical, hitsat

'" socialliquídatioIl "and the like -Were uncommónly .
l'elished.· ",

"
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·1 have dwelton indolent Seville. Sure~ythere

mUst be sorne, iIidustries pursued in this metro~
. !

polis of the dolee lar niente. They ai-e not many.

·There is a cannon-foundry and a copper-fóundry, .

but more inkeeping wit~ 'the associations oí' the

radiant di~trict is'theporcelai~ factory. An Eng­

,lishman> Mr. Charles' Pickman, boright, one of the

convents sequestered in ,1836, and has transformed

, it into, a factory, w~erehe turns out .some'capit~r

imitations of, the .ancient glazed tiles. " Seldom has

, a hive o'fii:ldustry. been reared in nobler building or ay Ge - ra
on more lovely site, nestling in gardens enamelled'

with 'flowers,' wealthy •in' fruit-trees, ánd on. the
banks of a riv~r. Sorne may considet it profanity:

that potters' wheels, spin and buzz :in an, edifice

. once consecrated to religion; but labour is prayer,

,and sanctifies oí' itself., A" number oí healthy,
" ' \

handsom:e'girls are' busily engaged .colouring'.and

burnishing 'the ceramic 'ware which is fashioned i~

the old c1oisters; and their j oyous songs over their

work'cannot' be' very displeasing to the'spirits 'of the

pious :b~ethren who preceded them in the locality,

if, there' be 'any groUlídfor the belief th~t the

JUl1T
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shades' of the ,dead' are perniitted to haunt: the

spots .they .tenarited .in, the flesh~There,ate in'

those songs ,Ireminiscences ,of ,Biiet's, Oarmen.

These 'Andalusian lasses ,have to .thank the: ,Eng­

lishnian for giving them the ,opportunity'of ea-rning'
their bread and olives, hone~tly; and they have tha
happy,look of indepen:dence~ Their fun-bloode~

complexionswould' shame our paleLancashire
factoryhands. ' They can ,hardly,realize howJucky ,
tlley are tO'ply such' a neattráde inan' atmosphere

, of, freshness' apd sweet odouv' under ' a . dome of

sap·phire. ,',
Another. institution ,to 'go 'over, is "the. great

Governm~nt tobacco-fa.ctqry,close 9Y t?e .Cathedra1,
where no 1esB ,than five thousand :w,omen are em~,

ployed.' The sight:is the,workwomE3n. The process '

of cigar~making.js as, uninterestingas t¡hat' of

diamond-polishing, and 'yet' one, goes ,'too wi~ness

bóthwith far móre, 'anxious anticipation than' to

inspect what·is Ofar,more' rem:~rkable-the m~king

of a pin~ : ,The' building in.whi?hthe' :rnanufactory
is ~arried' on" is a world in itself--an ,imposing

oblong block,with a,,'railed enclosure in front.

i '
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Being 'Government ,property, it, is .guarded' by

soldiers, a~d the stranger is apt to take it, at first
sight, for ,a gigantic barrack. The name of the
king in whose reign it was erected (one of the

,Ferdinands) is still' outside. The Republic has not
ordered, it to be erased, as a French,Republicwould

have done before, this. At Madrid 1 noticed, the
saine delicacy,or forgetfulness, if you prefer it ;' the

,monogram', and crown oí Isabella, were untouched

on ' the 'lam:p-posts in,'the most re\Tolutionary
quarters.' The, interior: of the building consists ofY Genera
long whltewashed halls"divided into colonna~esby

,ro s of pillars, from which ~pring vaulted ceilings.

The women, are seated at .low, tables about, two feet
from the ground, ~ parties, of, half-dozens. ,.' They

,were ' there 'of evei:y age" from the tawny hussy ,of

slxteen .' to the fully developed matron with, her
infant' tumbling ina cr~dle beside her,. and, the

,wrinkled" hag with her iron-grey loc~ bound with
a 'gay bandana. 'Poor, but meqyand impudent

withal, they, were; ,and ~ome of the sp~ightly

, hoydens, with sprays of ~ac and rosebl1ds. in their

VOL~' l •. " 20



.magnificent ebon hair, were a little too ready with

a wink. .There is a tradition that they smoke,not

-dainty cigarettes, but full-flavoured cigars; in, any
case,· they are carefully searched before leaving to

see that the:y do not smuggle out any trabucos .for

personal consumption or ~s gifts to their favoured

swa~ns. They were dressed invariably in, lively

cotton· prints, with short ¡:;hawls of red, or crimson,

or safi'ron" or other hue. outvYÍng the ·tulip in
garishness. To be shockingly frank, not one of

them was conspicuously pretty; they had brilliant

eyes and teet~; but all· had aIi ill-fed, dried-up
appearance,' even th\ose who were _inc1ined to flesh.,

T4e Spanish woman, after. a certain age, has a
. . ,

tendency to get fatwithout passing through' the
buxom stage; connoisseurs preten~ that this is the

combin~d efi'ect of rancid oil and sweetstuff. But
it is not gallant to dive into the secrets of female

nature. Very assiduously these "lazy Andalusi~·

ennes "bent to their. tasks, picked and sorted the
leaves, rolled ihe cigars into shape, c1ipped them,

gummed the ends, and packed them into bundles

: .
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tied with smart ribands. o~ silk; for they are paid
by the piece, and the bull~fighting season is near,

and theymust save the price ofaseat at the
corrida' on Easter Sunday, come what will. The

cigars are assorted in. boxes· accordihg to' their
shape and· size, their brand and their strength:, the

latter being indicated by the words " claro," "cl~ro

. col~rado," "colorado" (which is the mediumflav~ur),

Ce colorado maduro" arid "maduro" as they advance

in five gradations from mild to strong... Leaving

the cigar-hall, I was shown into the cigarette-hall,
. / . . . .

where a number of quieter girls, with shallow boxes .

. of tobacco-dust almost as fine as snuff before them, .

were rolling the paper cylinders exactly as. it i~

done by .sniokers, but with fingers surer' and .

nimbler. In another hall the cartuchos, 'or pack­

ages to hold cigarettes 'and tobacco,were made.

They were ready 'p~inted and cut, waiting to be put
on a wooden frame; turned over,. and ·pasted. One

child of ten was pointed out to me as the quickest
. in the loto He~ small hands flew over her work

with a rapidity that dazzled. She had need tó be
20-2
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